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Trojan War: Troy is sacked 
and burned, according to cal-
culations by Eratosthenes

Continental Congress creates committee to draft 
a Declaration of Independence with Thomas Jef-
ferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger 
Sherman, and Robert R. Livingston as members

US President JFK says 
segregation is morally 
wrong and that it is 
“time to act”

Margaret Thatcher is 1st 
British Prime Minister in 
160 years to win a third 
consecutive term
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Ahead of the #G7UK 
meeting, a new re-

port shows that no major 
G7 stock index is aligned 
with the #ParisAgree-
ment. This must change. 
Governments must in-
centivize ambitious sci-
ence-based #Climate-
Action.

@antonioguterres

As the Myanmar junta 
keeps piling crimi-

nal charges on Aung San 
Suu Kyi, it’s important to 
keep in mind a key possi-
ble motive: a conviction 
could bar her from run-
ning for office if the jun-
ta ever decides to hold an 
election again. 

@KenRoth

To end this pandemic, 
each and every one 

of us has a role. Go get 
vaccinated.

@VP

I believe we are at an 
inflection point in his-

tory. A moment where it 
falls to us to prove that 
democracies will not just 
endure — they will excel 
as we rise to seize the 
enormous opportunities 
of this new age.

@POTUS

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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US to donate 500 million Pfizer doses to poor nations
Reuters | Washington

The United States will spend 
$3.5 billion to buy and do-

nate 500 million doses of the 
Pfizer coronavirus vaccine to 
some of the world’s poorest 
countries, it said yesterday, urg-
ing other G7 nations to follow 
suit.

The vaccine donation - the 
largest ever by a single country - 
was announced before US Pres-
ident Joe Biden meets leaders 
of the Group of Seven advanced 
economies in western England.

The 500 million doses are 
destined for the world’s 100 
poorest countries. A senior 
Biden administration official 
described the gesture as a “ma-
jor step forward that will su-
percharge the global effort” 
with the aim of “bringing hope 
to every corner of the world.” 
“We really want to underscore 
that this is fundamentally about 
a singular objective of saving 
lives,” the official said, adding 
that Washington was not seek-
ing favours in exchange for the  
doses.

The Biden administration 
expects other G7 members to 
come up with contributions as 

part of a comprehensive road 
map to end a pandemic that has 
killed more than 3.9 million peo-
ple, the official added.

US drugmaker Pfizer and its 
German partner BioNTech had 
earlier said they would provide 
200 million doses in 2021 and 
300 million doses in the first 
half of 2022.

The shots, which will be pro-
duced at Pfizer’s US sites, will 
be supplied at a not-for-profit 
price.

“Our partnership with the 
US government will help bring 
hundreds of millions of doses 
of our vaccine to the poorest 
countries around the world as 
quickly as possible,” said Pfizer 
Chief Executive Albert Bourla.

‘Drop in the bucket’
Anti-poverty campaign group 

Oxfam called for more to be 
done to increase global produc-
tion of vaccines.

“Surely, these 500 million 

vaccine doses are welcome as 
they will help more than 250 
million people, but that’s still a 
drop in the bucket compared to 
the need across the world,” said 
Niko Lusiani, Oxfam America’s 
vaccine lead.

“We need a transformation 
toward more distributed vac-
cine manufacturing so that 
qualified producers worldwide 
can produce billions more low-
cost doses on their own terms, 
without intellectual property 
constraints,” he added in a state-
ment.

Biden has backed calls for a 
waiver of some vaccine intellec-
tual property rights but there is 
no international consensus on 
how to proceed.

South Korea building collapse kills nine
AFP | Seoul

Nine people were killed 
when a five-storey build-

ing being demolished in South 
Korea suddenly collapsed, 
crushing a bus, officials said.

Dramatic television footage 
showed the bus being buried in 
debris and smothered by a huge 
cloud of dust as the structure 
gave way.

The bus, which had stopped 
in front of the site, was carrying 
17 people when the accident 
occurred Wednesday in the city 
of Gwangju, southwest of Seoul.

Nine of the passengers were 
killed and the remaining eight 
were all seriously injured, ac-
cording to the National Fire 
Agency.

All the workers on the dem-
olition site had been evacuated 
before the collapse, they added.

The cause of the accident was 
not immediately clear. Police 
have launched a probe into the 
case, authorities said.

Chung Mong-gyu, the chair-
man of HDC Hyundai Develop-
ment Company, the contractor 
involved, visited Gwangju yes-
terday to apologise.

“I sincerely apologise to the 
victims, their families, the in-
jured, and citizens in Gwangju 

-- I feel a heavy sense of respon-
sibility,” he said, bowing before 
reporters.

“Our company will do its best 
so that the victims and their 
families can recover from the 
damages as soon as possible,” 
added Chung, who is also pres-
ident of the Korea Football As-
sociation.

President Moon Jae-in of-
fered consolation to those af-
fected by the disaster, calling 
for a “thorough investigation” 
into the case.

Navalny team vows to fight 
on after ‘extremism’ ruling
Russian court brands jailed Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny’s political organisations ‘extremist’

• The United States 
and Britain denounced 
the ruling, which comes 
a week before US 
President Joe Biden 
meets Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in Geneva

AFP | Moscow

Jailed Kremlin critic Alexei Na-
valny’s anti-corruption group 

vowed yesterday to fight on after 
a court branded it an “extrem-
ist” organisation and ordered its 
closure.

Western countries and the 
European Union were quick to 
condemn Wednesday’s late-night 
ruling, but senior Russian officials 
doubled down, describing Naval-
ny as an agent collaborating with 
Washington.

The court decision was the lat-
est move against critics of Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. Some of his 
loudest opponents have fled the 
country and several prominent 
activist groups and independent 
media have closed.

The ruling bans Navalny’s An-
ti-Corruption Foundation (FBK) 
and a network of regional offices 
from operating and, under a re-
cently passed law, prevents those 
previously associated with the 
groups from running in parlia-
mentary elections.

The FBK was defiant, saying 
in a Twitter post: “We woke up, 
smiled with destructive intent 
and knowing that we are a ‘danger 
to society’ will continue to fight 
corruption!”

What exactly it will be able to 
do is unclear in the wake of the 
ruling, which followed a hearing 
behind closed doors.

Navalny’s key allies still in Rus-
sia are under close law enforce-
ment supervision, some under 
house arrest, and other prominent 
aides have gone into exile.

Navalny was jailed for more 
than two-and-a-half years in 
February after he returned from 
Germany where he had been con-
valescing following a poisoning 
attack in Siberia that he blamed 
on the Kremlin.

Russia’s most prominent op-
position leader, who is in a penal 
colony outside Moscow, acknowl-
edged supporters would now have 
to alter their strategy.

‘We will not retreat’ 
“But we will not retreat from 

our goals and ideas. This is our 
country and we have no other,” 
the 45-year-old said on Instagram.

The European Union yesterday 
condemned the court ruling as 
the latest effort to “suppress” the 
opposition.

“It is an unfounded decision 
that confirms a negative pattern 
of a systematic crackdown on hu-
man rights and freedoms which 
are enshrined in the Russian con-
stitution,” EU foreign policy chief 
Josep Borrell said in a statement 
on behalf of the 27 member states.

UK Foreign Secretary Dominic 
Raab had described the ruling as 
“perverse” and “Kafka-esque,” 
while the United States called on 
Moscow to end the crackdown 
and release Navalny.

US President Joe Biden has 

promised to raise the issue of hu-
man rights with Putin when the 
two meet next week for a summit 
in Geneva. 

The spokeswoman for Russia’s 
foreign ministry said the interna-
tional outcry suggested Navalny 
was working with foreign gov-
ernments.

“This means that they are po-
litically involved in the story,” 
Maria Zakharova said, adding that 
Washington, with its response, 
was exposing “agents”.
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Egypt 270,292 15,471 198,632 56,189

Saudi 
Arabia

462,528 +1,286 7,503 444,792 10,233

UAE 589,423 1,710 568,828 18,885

Kuwait 323,357 +1,709 1,810 +4 306,232 15,315

Oman 230,219 +1,640 2,467 +19 207,795 19,957

Qatar 219,281 +143 574 +1 216,301 2,406

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 34,271,103 613,736

2 India 29,273,338 363,097

3 Brazil 17,125,357 479,791

4 France 5,729,967 110,270

5 Turkey 5,313,098 48,524

6 Russia 5,167,949 125,278

7 UK 4,542,986 127,867

8 Italy 4,239,868 126,855

9 Argentina 4,038,528 83,272

10 Spain 3,729,458 80,465

11 Germany 3,718,577 90,281

12 Colombia 3,635,835 93,473

13 Iran 2,990,714 81,519

14 Poland 2,876,667 74,447
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News in brief 
 u The world has 
marked the first rise 
in child labour in two 

decades and the coronavirus crisis 
threatens to push millions more 
youngsters toward the same fate, the 
United Nations said. In a joint report, 
the International Labour Organization and 
the UN children’s agency UNICEF said the 
number in child labour stood at 160 million 
at the start of 2020 -- an increase of 8.4 
million in four years.

 u Argentina’s 
president apologized 
after going viral for 
stating that modern-day Mexicans originate 
from indigenous peoples, Brazilians “from the 
jungle” and his own country’s inhabitants come 
from Europe. “I am a Europeanist. I am someone 
who believes in Europe,” Alberto Fernandez said as 
he and visiting Spanish leader Pedro Sanchez met 
with business leaders in Buenos Aires. Fernandez 
said he “did not mean to offend anyone” but to anyone who was, “my apologies.”

 u A 
judge in 
Guatemala 

on Wednesday charged six ex-military 
members for their alleged participation 
in the death and forced disappearance of 
at least 183 civilians during Guatemala’s 
civil war in the 1980s. Judge Miguel Galvez 
said there was sufficient evidence to bring 
the retired soldiers to trial for the 1983-1985 
crimes, part of a conflict between leftists and 

the government from 1960-1996 that killed 200,000 people. About 45,000 people 
are thought to have been forcibly disappeared after they were kidnapped.

 u Colombia in 2020 
managed to reduce by 
seven percent its land 
surface under coca cultivation, but remained the 
world’s largest producer of cocaine, a UN report 
said. The country last year had 143,000 hectares of 
illegal coca plantations, down from 154,000 hectares in 
2019, said the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 
Production of cocaine hydrochloride was estimated at 
1,228 metric tons in 2020, an eight percent rise from 2019, said the UNODC.

 u The United 
States on Wednesday 
imposed sanctions on 

four Nicaraguans, including a daughter of President Daniel Ortega, and 
Washington warned it would continue to use diplomatic and economic tools 
against members of the leftist government that it accused of undermining 
democracy. Secretary of State Antony Blinken urged Ortega to release detained 
presidential candidates as well as other civil society and opposition leaders 
arrested over the past week in what he called a “wave of repression.”

Child labour swells for first 
time in two decades: UN 

Guatemalan court charges retired soldiers 
for Civil War killings, disappearances

US blacklists four Nicaraguans, 
including Ortega’s daughter

Argentine president forced to 
apologize for ‘jungle’ comment

Colombia top cocaine producer 
despite shrinking coca fields: UN 

11 dead in Mumbai 
building collapse

AFP | Mumbai

A dilapidated building col-
lapsed following heavy 

rains in the western Indian 
city of Mumbai, killing at least 
11 people and injuring seven 
others, police said yesterday.

Heavy monsoon rains dur-
ing the day Wednesday had 
flooded several parts of the 
city that is India’s financial and 
entertainment capital.

The three-story building 
collapsed late Wednesday 
night, and police officer Ravin-
dra Kadam said dozens of res-
cuers were clearing the debris 
to find any residents possibly 
still trapped.

The New Delhi Television 
channel said the building col-
lapsed onto another structure 
in a slum in the Malad West 
area of Mumbai.

Residents joined the fire 
and police officers in rescuing 
people and they took the sev-
en injured to a hospital in the 
suburban Kandivali area.

Mumbai recorded 222 milli-
meters (8 inches) of rain in 12 
hours Wednesday. Tidal waves 
that reached up to 4. 6 meters 
(13 feet) prevented the rainfall 
from being drained, and roads, 
rail tracks and neighborhoods 
were left waterlogged.

Building collapses  are 
common in India during the 
June-September monsoon sea-
son when heavy rains weaken 
the foundations of structures 
that are poorly built.

In 2019, a three-story build-
ing collapsed in a hilly area in 
the northern Indian town of 
Solan following heavy rains, 
killing 14 people. A four-story 
building collapsed in Mumbai 
the same year and killed 10 
people.

Rescuers clear the debris after a three-story building collapsed in Mumbai

Man who slapped Macron tells court 
the president embodied France’s decay
Reuters | Paris

The medieval martial arts en-
thusiast who slapped Presi-

dent Emmanuel Macron across 
the face told a court he was a right-
wing sympathiser who had acted 
because the president represented 
all that was rotten with France, 
BFM TV reported.

Damien Tarel, 28, told the court 
in Valence that several days ahead 
of Macron’s visit to the southeast-
ern Drome region, he had thought 
about throwing an egg or a cream 
tart at the president, the news 
channel reported.

“I think that Macron represents 
very neatly the decay of our coun-
try,” he told the court according to 
BFM TV. “If I had challenged Ma-
cron to a duel at sunrise, I doubt 
he would have responded.”

Macron later described the at-
tack as an isolated incident and 
said violence and hate were a 
threat to democracy.

Tarel faced a charge of assault 
against a public official, an of-
fence which carries a maximum 
sentence of three years in jail and 
a 45,000 euro fine.

He struck Macron on Tuesday 
after the president came over to 

greet a small crowd of onlookers 
after visiting a professional train-
ing college during a trip to take 
the country’s pulse as it emerges 
from the pandemic and ahead of 
presidential elections in 2022.

Macron reached out Tarel who 
was standing behind a security 
barrier, Tarel then shouted “Down 
with Macronia” (“A Bas La Macro-
nie”) and slapped Macron on the 
left side of his face.  

He could also be heard shouting 
“Montjoie Saint Denis”, the army’s 
battle cry when France was still a 
monarchy.

Alexei Navalny stands inside a glass cell during a court hearing (file photo)

Empty vials of the Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus disease (COVID-19) vaccine are 
seen at The Michener Institute, in Toronto, Canada

Yemen Houthis gear up for Sanaa airport reopening
Reuters | Sanaa

Yemen’s Houthi administra-
tion has started renovat-

ing Sanaa airport, two indus-
try sources said, as the group 
that controls most of northern 
Yemen prepares for a possible 
reopening of the facility under 
UN-led peace efforts.

A Saudi Arabian-led coali-
tion has controlled Yemen’s air 
space since 2015, when the al-
liance intervened against the 
Iran-aligned Houthi movement 
that ousted the internationally 
recognised government from 
the capital, Sanaa.

The coalition’s spokesman 
did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment on 
whether it had agreed to reopen 
air space and allow the airport 
to resume regular operations.

The industry sources told 
Reuters that construction work 
had begun in some parts of the 
airport, which has been closed 
since 2015 with the exception 

of UN flights.
It has been targeted dozens 

of times by coalition air strikes 
over the last six years. The mil-
itary alliance says the facility is 
used for arms smuggling, some-
thing the Houthis deny.

Airport director Khaled al-
Shayef said in a Twitter post on 
Wednesday that he met Yem-
enia airlines to discuss main-
tenance and equipment at the 
airport, and also held talks with 
the Yemen Oil Company on fuel 
supplies for aircraft.

Diplomatic efforts have in-
tensified this week. UN envoy 
Martin Griffiths held talks in 
Iran with the country’s foreign 
minister on a two-day visit, the 
second one this year, his office 
tweeted on yesterday.

Oman, a main regional backer 
of peace efforts which hosts 
several Houthi officials, sent 
a delegation to Sanaa to push 
the peace deal with Houthi of-
ficials. Oman’s foreign minis-
ter arrived in Saudi Arabia on 
Wednesday for talks.

A cargo plane carrying relief supplies is pictured through a broken glass after it 
landed at Sanaa airport in Sanaa

Explosions shake Yemen’s Marib city centre
Reuters | Sanaa

Three big explosions shook-
the Yemeni city of Marib 

on yesterday and a local official 
blamed the blasts on missile 
and drone strikes by Houthi 
forces trying to seize the gas-
rich region.

Two residents reported the 
blasts and said they heard the 
sound of ambulances. The local 
official told Reuters the Hou-
this had fired a missile and an 
armed drone at the city.

There was no confirmation 
from the Iran-aligned move-
ment, which has launched an 
offensive to take the interna-
tionally recognised govern-
ment’s last stronghold in the 
north of the Arabian Peninsula 
country.

It was not immediately clear 
if there were any casualties 
from the explosions.

Earlier this month at least 
17 people were killed in an ex-
plosion near a petrol station in 
Marib. The government said it 
was caused by a Houthi missile, 
but the group said it had only 
hit a military camp. 

Yemen has been mired in 
violence since the Houthis 

ousted the Saudi-backed gov-
ernment from the capital, Sa-
naa, in late 2014, prompting a 
military coalition led by Saudi 
Arabia to intervene months  
later.

The United Nations, backed 
by the United States, is pressing 
for a nationwide ceasefire.

a destroyed vehicle at the scene of a missile strike at a petrol station in 
Yemen’s city of Marib

French President Emmanuel Macron gets 
slapped by a member of the public

It is another Kafka-esque 
attack on those standing 

up against corruption 
and for open societies, 

and is a deliberate 
attempt to effectively 

outlaw genuine political 
opposition in Russia

UK FOREIGN SECRETARY DOMINIC RAAB

Mumbai recorded 222 
millimeters (8 inches) 

of rain in 12 hours 
Wednesday. Tidal 

waves that reached 
up to 4. 6 meters (13 
feet) prevented the 
rainfall from being 
drained, and roads, 

rail tracks and neigh-
borhoods were left 

waterlogged

KNOW WHAT

Our partnership with 
the US government will 
help bring hundreds of 
millions of doses of our 
vaccine to the poorest 
countries around the 

world as quickly as 
possible

PFIZER CHIEF EXECUTIVE ALBERT BOURLA

I sincerely apologise 
to the victims, their 

families, the injured, 
and citizens in Gwangju 
-- I feel a heavy sense of 

responsibility
CHUNG MONG-GYU, THE CHAIRMAN OF HDC 

HYUNDAI DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

Navalny’s foundation, 
started 10 years ago, 

has relentlessly target-
ed senior government 
officials with colourful 

and widely watched 
videos that detail 

corruption allegations 
against them. One of 

its latest productions, 
which has received 
117 million views on 

YouTube, claimed that 
a lavish palace on the 

shores of the Black 
Sea was built for Putin 
through an elaborate 

corruption scheme. The 
Kremlin has denied any 

links to Putin

KNOW WHAT

South Korean rescue workers search for survivors in the debris of a collapsed 
building in Gwangju


