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Sputnik V continues 
to play an important 
role in the Kingdom’s 

ongoing and successful 
vaccination campaign, 

with 81% of the eligible 
population vaccinated 

so far
FAEQA SAEED AL-SALEH

Use of Sputnik V is 
making a significant 

contribution in 
mitigating the spread 

of coronavirus, 
resuming normal life 

and economic activity.
KIRILL DMITRIEV, THE CEO OF RDIF

Named after the first space satellite 
of the erstwhile Soviet Union, 

Sputnik V was approved by the 
regulators in Russia back in August 

2020. The vaccine is based on a 
weakened COVID-19 virus delivering 
parts of a pathogen that triggers an 

immune response in the body.

The cost of Sputnik V, in 
the international market, 

is $10 per shot. The 
vaccine is required to be 
taken in two doses. It can 
be stored in dry form at 

temperature ranging from 
2 to 8 degrees.

Sputnik V is one of the three vaccines in 
the world with efficacy of over 90%. The 
Vaccine’s efficacy is confirmed at 91.6% 
based on the analysis of data on 19,866 
volunteers, who received both the first 
and second doses of the Sputnik V vaccine 
or placebo at the final control point of 78 
confirmed COVID-19 cases.

Sputnik starts with a bang 
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain trials of Russia’s 
Sputnik V COVID-19 vac-
cine returned a 94.3 % 

efficacy fourteen days after the 
second dose. 

The data also confirms that 
98.6% of those infected 14 days 
after receiving the second dose 
of Sputnik V experienced only 
mild symptoms. 

Besides, there were no serious 
adverse events, deaths or cere-
bral vein thrombosis cases after 
vaccination. 

“This confirms the safety and 
high efficacy of the Russian 
Sputnik V COVID-19 vaccine,” 
said the Russian Direct Invest-
ment Fund, who recently sealed 
a deal with Mumtalakat Holding 
Company to set up a facility for 
manufacturing the vaccine for 
the GCC and MENA region.

  (Continues on page 3)

Bahrain data shows 94.3% efficacy

US to 
donate 
500 million 
Pfizer 
doses 
to poor 
nations
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On the path to recovery: King

The health situation is stable and Bahrain is well on its path to recovery, said His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa yesterday, who also thanked the people of Bahrain for their commitment to the national vaccination 
drive.  (Full story on page 2)

Getting vaccinated, booster 
shots and vaccines for 12-17 
year olds protects everyone

Register
now

healthalert.gov.bh
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World Cup-Asian Cup 
qualifiers to hot up
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Proposal to amend Labour law 

TDT | Manama 

The parliamentary services 
committee yesterday ap-

proved in principle a proposal to 
amend a law concerning the la-
bour market. 

The committee, chaired by 
Ahmed Yousef Al Ansari, said they 
agreed to a proposal to amend 
Article (24) and Article (26) of 
Law No. (19) of 2006 of the labour 
market. 

The approval followed a review-
al of the views of the Legislative 
and Legal Affairs Committee, the 
Ministry of Interior, and the Bah-
rain Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry.

The committee also approved a 
draft law to amend Article (99) of 
the labour law on the private sec-
tor, establish a Supreme Council 
for Medical Studies, amend some 
provisions of Law No. (74) of 2006 

regarding the care, rehabilitation 
and employment of people with 
disabilities, and establish a char-
itable drug bank. 

The meeting also discussed bills 
for amending some provisions of 
the laws concerning pensions and 
retirement benefits of government 
employees, Social Insurance, 
pharmacy profession and phar-
macy centres. 

The committee also agreed on 
six proposals for allocating land 
for establishing a public events 
council, a university for petro-
leum, natural gas and miner-
als specialisations, developing 
a secondary school for boys in 
the Arad region, a proposal not 
to stop disbursing the extension 
allowance to teachers on non-
school days, and a proposal to 
unify the working hours of work-
ers with special needs to 6 hours  
per day.

Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, BDF 
Commander-in-Chief, during an inspection visit to a BDF unit. 
The commander-in-chief received a briefing on the unit’s combat 
readiness and military preparedness, as well as its workflow. Shaikh 
Khalifa stressed that the BDF continues the march of military 
development thanks to the constant care of His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa, the Supreme Commander.

Major-General His Highness Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
National Security Advisor and Royal Guard Commander, yesterday received 
Lieutenant-General Carl Mundy, the Commander of the United States Marine 
Forces, Central Command. HH Shaikh Nasser stressed the depth of the 
Bahrain-US relations and their steady growth at all levels, especially military 
and defence cooperation

Under the patronage of the Commander-in-Chief of the Bahrain Defence 
Force, Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, BDF held the 
graduation ceremony of the second session of female university officer 
candidates yesterday. The commander-in-chief deputised Chief of Staff, 
Lieutenant-General Dhiyab bin Saqr Al-Nuaimi to attend the ceremony held 
at the Isa Military College.

RAP launches virtual summer camp 
TDT | Manama 

The Chief of Public 
Security,  Lieuten-

ant-General Tariq Al Has-
san, yesterday announced 
launching the 12th summer 
camp of the Royal Acade-
my of Police.

The three-week virtu-
al camp, held in coopera-
tion with the Labour Fund 
Tamkeen, is for 400 par-
ticipants in the age group 
12-17. The camp aims at en-
hancing leadership and life 
skills, prevent crimes, and 
get the participants ready 
for future challenges.

The camp is as per the 
directives of His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, and follow-up of 
Interior Minister, General 
Shaikh Rashid bin Abdul-
lah Al Khalifa.

Chief of Public Security, 
Lieutenant-General Tariq Al 
Hassan

Polytechnic offers minors in four academic programmes
TDT | Manama

Bahrain  Polytechnic  an -
nounced introducing several 

new minors in business, engineer-
ing technology, information and 
communication technology, and 
web media programmes. 

The Acting CEO of Bahrain Pol-
ytechnic, Dr Reem Albuainain, 
said that they would offer these 
minors from the first semester of 
the 2021-2022 academic year. 

To enrol, students should apply 
by the end of the current semes-

ters. 
The programme allows stu-

dents to choose one of the minors 
along with their majors. 

The Engineering Technology 
programme will offer a minor in 
control systems, specifically for 
mechanical engineering students. 

As for the Information and 
Communications Technology 
programme, students can benefit 
from the ‘data mining’ minor. 

In the web media programme, 

the ‘web media design’ minor will 
benefit all students. 

The Business Administration 
programme will also offer two 
minors in entrepreneurship - one 
for business and logistics stu-
dents and another for non-busi-
ness students.Students accepted 
in the academic year 2020-2021 
(and beyond) are eligible to reg-
ister for these minors after ful-
filling the requirements of the  
majors.

Dr Reem Albuainain

Bahrain on the path to 
recovery, says HM King 

TDT | Manama 

The health situation is reas-
suring, and Bahrain is well 
on its path to recovery, said 

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa yesterday, who also 
thanked the citizens and residents 
of Bahrain for their commitment 
to the national vaccination drive. 

HM King further hailed the 
medical staff, frontline workers 

and associated parties for keeping 
up their battle against the pan-
demic. 

HM King Hamad was receiving 
His Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, at Al Safriya Palace in the 
presence of His Highness Shaikh 
Abdulla bin Hamad Al-Khalifa, 
His Majesty the King’s Personal 
Representative, Supreme Council 
for the Environment President, 

and His Highness Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa. 

Their highnesses reviewed sev-
eral issues, foremost being the 
latest developments in battling 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 

King Hamad praised the dili-
gent works of the Bahrain team, 
led by HRH the Crown Prince, 
in addressing the pandemic and 
affirmed that the measures are 
proving vital to reducing the case-

load of infections. 
HM King praised the role played 

by the medical and health team 
and all frontline workers and sup-
port agencies, stressing that their 
noble humanitarian efforts are a 
source of pride and appreciation 
for everyone. 

King Hamad called on all to 
continue working with determi-
nation and perseverance to en-
sure peace and safety for all in the 
Kingdom.

His Majesty the King with HRH Prince Salman at Al Safriya Palace

Mosque closed for a week 
in Northern Governorate 
TDT | Manama 

The Ministry of Justice, 
Islamic Affairs and 

Endowments announced 
closing a mosque in the 
Northern Governorate 
for detecting a positive 

COVID-19 infected person 
there. 

The mosque, the minis-
try said, will remain closed 
for a week to carry out con-
tact tracing, sanitising its 
premises and ensuring all 
precautionary measures. 

Focus on Iran nuke deal

TDT | Manama 

Dr Abdullatif bin Rashid 
Al Zayani, the Minis-

ter of Foreign Affairs, took 
part in a briefing on Iran 
nuclear deal yesterday by 
the US State Department 
with Robert Malley, the US 
Special Envoy to Iran. 

Present were Dr Anwar 
Mohammed Gargash, the 
Advisor to the President 
of the UAE for Diplomatic 
Affairs,  Ambassador Raed 
Karmali, the Director of 
Policy Planning Depart-
ment at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Saudi 
Arabia, Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Ali Al Harthy, the Under-
secretary of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs for Dip-

lomatic Affairs in Oman, 
Ali bin Fahd Al-Hajri, the 
Special Envoy of the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs for 
Regional Affairs of Qatar, 
and Majdi Ahmed Al-Dha-
firi, the Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Kuwait.

The Special Envoy ex-
plained the US policy re-
garding negotiations on 
the Iranian nuclear deal 
and its position on return-
ing to the nuclear deal.

Dr Al Zayani conveyed 
the GCC countries’ wel-
come to the announcement 
by Anthony Blinken, the 
US Secretary of State, that 
any new agreement with 
Iran will be “longer and 
stronger” than the previ-
ous agreement.
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Inmate passed away after battling his 
COVID-19 infection, confirms NIHR
TDT | Manama 

The passing away of inmate 
Hussein Ahmed Issa Bara-

ka at Salmaniya Medical Com-
plex was after a severe bout 
of COVID-19 infection, the Na-
tional Institution for Human 
Rights said. 

Baraka, NIHR said,  suc-
cumbed to the complications 
arising from the infection, de-
spite receiving two doses of an-
tiviral vaccine in February and 
March 2021. 

After finding infected with 
the virus, authorities trans-
ferred Baraka to SMC on 29 

May 2021. However, despite 
receiving intensive care, his 
condition worsened. He was 
on respiratory support until he 
breathed his last. 

NIHR said they reviewed the 
statements issued by the Gen-
eral Directorate of Reformation 
and Rehabilitation in this re-
gard. Bahrain, the rights watch-
dog said, is doing all it can to 
prevent the spread of the virus 
and is supporting all its citizens 
and residents, including all in-
mates and detainees, with all 
needed medical care. 

The Ministry of Health had 
said that the deceased was in 

regular touch with his family 
members via video and voice 
calls. 

The preventive measures at 
the centre follow strict proto-
cols set by the National task 
force for combatting the coro-
navirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

NIHR called on all to respond 
positively to the efforts to com-
bat the COVID-19 virus, “as this 
disease does not differentiate 
between a citizen and a resi-
dent, race, religion, inmate or a 
member of society.”

NIHR offered condolences 
to the family members of the 
deceased.

Police arrest a man for slapping a 
worker unconscious in viral video 

• Police arrest the 
suspect soon after 
receiving an alert 
on the video

TDT | Manama 

The shocking footage of a 
person fatally slapping 
another man unconscious 

while washing a car got the at-
tention of the authorities here, 
landing the attacker in the dock. 

The footage purportedly 
filmed from a building next to 
the scene was uploaded to social 
media and went viral in no time.  

In the video, a man, an Asian 
national, is seen washing a car, 
as another man in his shorts and 
T-shirt, standing next to him, 
starts yelling. 

Soon, both the men enter into 
an altercation, following which 
the other person charges at the 
victim and slaps him hard in a 
fit of rage. The video also shows 

the car owner forcing away the 
visibly shocked victim while also 
throwing away the man’s work 
tools. 

The video rolls on with the 
man continuing to yell at the 
victim as the victim makes stag-
gered steps to his ride. 

The video ends with the man 
lying unconscious near his bicy-

cle as the attacker walks away 
with bold steps. 

However, soon after receiving 
a notification about the video, 
the Public Prosection sprang 
into action and quickly opened 
an investigation. 

Investigators, based on evi-
dence collected, quickly got hold 
of the suspect and took him into 

custody.  
The Capital Governorate 

Chief Prosecutors charged the 
suspect with physically attack-
ing a man. Tribune understands 
that the suspect is to undergo a 
trial before the High Criminal 
Court.No information is avail-
able regarding the condition of 
the victim.

A series of screenshots taken from a video posted online shows the shocking incident  

94.3% efficacy from 5,000 subjects: RDIF
(Continues from page 1)

The  Russian Direct Invest-
ment Fund said it reached 

the near 95% efficacy rate from 
data collected from 5,000 sub-
jects during the Kingdom’s na-
tional vaccination campaign be-
tween February and early May 
2021. 

The new data, confirmed by 
the Ministry of Health, is ob-
tained as per the guidelines of 
the World Health Organisa-
tion, said the Russian sovereign 
wealth fund. 

Confirming the efficacy rate, 
Faeqa Saeed Al-Saleh, the Min-
ister of Health, said: “Our data 
has confirmed the high efficacy 
and safety of Sputnik V during 
its use in Bahrain.”

“This vaccine is one of the ap-
proved vaccines made available 
free to charge to citizens and 
residents in the Kingdom. 

“Sputnik V continues to play 

an important role in the King-
dom’s ongoing and successful 
vaccination campaign, with 81% 
of the eligible population vacci-
nated so far.”

Kirill Dmitriev, the CEO of 

RDIF, said the high safety of 
Sputnik V confirms the “data 
collected in many other coun-
tries where it is used to protect 
the population against corona-
virus.”

He added: “The Russian vac-
cine is an important part of 
Bahrain’s diversified national 
portfolio. Use of Sputnik V is 
making a significant contribu-
tion in mitigating the spread of 

coronavirus, resuming normal 
life and economic activity.”

The estimated time to get a 
Sputnik vaccine jab, after regis-
tering, according to the Health 
Ministry, is one day. 

Bahrain also offers AstraZene-
ca and Pfizer jabs with a waiting 
period of a day, while those opt-
ing for the Sinopharm vaccine 
will face a waiting period of two 
days. 

K e y  t a k e a w a y s 

m  Efficacy of Sputnik V is 97.6% based on data collected from Russia from 5 December 2020 to 31 
March 2021.

m The Sputnik V is based on human adenoviral vectors, which cause the common cold and have 
been around for thousands of years.

m Sputnik V uses two different vectors for the two shots, providing immunity with a 
longer duration

m The safety, efficacy and lack of -ve long-term effects of adenoviral vaccines have been 
proven by more than 250 clinical studies over two decades. There are no strong allergies 
caused by Sputnik V. 

m The storage temperature of Sputnik V at +2+8 C means it can be stored in a conventional 
refrigerator.

m The price of Sputnik V is less than $10 per shot

COVID-19 violations: Health Ministry inspects 
162 restaurants, press charges against 32
TDT | Manama 

Health Ministry 
announced charg-

ing 32 restaurants for 
violating coronavirus 
(COVID-19) restrictions. 

Judicial  officers, 
who inspected 162 
restaurants and cafes 
yesterday, took neces-
sary actions against the 
violating restaurants. 

The ministry also 
announced holding 
awareness campaigns 
o n  p r e c a u t i o n a r y 
measures as instruct-
ed by the National 
Taskforce Combating 

the Coronavirus (COV-
ID-19) pandemic. 

“Inspectors  a lso 

alerted some of the 
stores on their viola-
tions, which the store 

owners corrected im-
mediately,” the health 
ministry said.
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Ali bin Sheikh Abdul-Hussain Al-Asfour, the Northern Governor, attends the second dose vaccination campaign at Abdul Rahman Kanoo Social Club for Parents as part of a campaign ‘Hand-in-hand to defeat the Corona pandemic’. Out of the 202 
members, 44 members took part in the inoculation drive. Ali bin Sheikh Abdul-Hussain Al-Asfour, the Northern Governor, praised the club members for supporting the national campaign to vaccinate citizens, especially the elderly, through mobile 
units. Billed as the world first service of its kind, Bahrain began delivering and administering coronavirus vaccines at people’s homes in January.

Crowd, Crowd everywhere, 
but vanishes as cops arrive 

TDT | Manama 

Crowds are considered a 
fertile ground for trans-
mission of the deadly 

coronavirus pandemic. 
Despite this knowledge and 

the government cautioning peo-
ple not to let their guard down, 
people are crowding the streets 
of Bahrain, also making it hard 
for authorities to enforce the 
restrictions. 

By extending the nationwide 
restrictions to another two 
weeks until June 25, authorities 
had made it clear that the battle 
is far from over. 

According to the National 
Taskforce for Combating the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), all the 
COVID-19 measure are to stay in 
place until June 25. 

However, people are yet to get 
the hang of it. 

Tribune found people flouting 
COVID-19 norms in several areas 
here. 

Cops carrying out their rounds 
on the streets too voiced their 
concerns. 

It seems like they are also 
unsure how to deal with this 
menace. 

“The moment we reach the 
spot, people vanish into thin 
air and springs back five to ten 
minutes after we are gone,” said 
two officers when our reporter 
approached them with the pic-
tures of the crowd.  

“They keep on coming back, 
no matter what we do.”

This incident also points fin-
gers at the enormous burden the 
frontline police officers are bear-
ing, whose activities are much 
broader and not just limited to 
enforcing social distancing.  

Not to mention the enormous 
pressure people are putting on 

them with their irresponsible 
behaviours. 

Seen here are people group-
ing in large number, keeping all 

social distancing norms at bay, 
despite knowing that the disease 
primarily spreads from one per-
son to another through respira-

tory droplets when an infected 
person coughs or sneezes. 

People are standing close to 
each other while ignoring the six 

feet rule imposed by the Nation-
al Taskforce for Combating the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19). 

As the Covid-19 rages on, Trib-

une clicked these pictures from 
Shaikh Hamad Avenue, Road 
231, Manama 302, and Hamad 
Town Souq .

Booster dose ready: Dr Al Qahtani
TDT | Manama 

As all this turmoil goes 
on, the National Task-
force for Combating the 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) had 
announced starting efforts to 
administer booster doses to 
people. 

Dr Manaf Al-Qahtani, the 
Infectious Disease Consultant 
& Microbiologist at the BDF 
Hospital and Member of the 
National Medical Taskforce, 
said the third dose of vaccines 
are for high-risk groups, who 
had completed three months 
after receiving the second dose. 

People over 50 years of age, 
those who are obese, those suf-
fering from immunodeficiency 
and those battling in the front-
line are eligible to receive the 
booster dose now. 

However, Dr Manaf Al-Qa-
htani also clarified that all the 
vaccine types as having their 
booster doses. 

The government, he said, 
would announce this at a later 
stage.

He also revealed that the 
Kingdom is in touch with vac-
cine companies for making 
available booster doses. 

Refuting reports that Sinop-
harm vaccines are weak against 
COVID-19, Dr Al-Qahtani said 
there is no basis for such alle-
gations. 

“Bahrain’s decision to vacci-
nate those inoculated with Sin-
opharm is aimed at further en-

hancing immunity, not because 
the vaccine is ineffective.” 

Besides, the World Health 
Organisation had approved the 
Sinopharm shot for emergency 
use. The WHO has also said a 
Phase III trial had shown that 
its two doses, administered at 
an interval of 21 days, had an 
efficacy of 79% against sympto-
matic infection, 14 or more days 
after the second dose. 

Tribune reported earlier 
that Bahrain is allowing peo-

ple to register for booster shots 
through the ‘BeAware’ mobile 
app for either the Pfizer or the 
Sinopharm jabs. 

The Pfizer shots, an “mRNA 
vaccine,” contain a piece of ge-
netic code that trains the im-
mune system to recognise the 
spiked protein on the virus. On 
the other hand, the Sinopharm 
vaccine is an “inactivated” shot 
made by growing the whole 
virus in a lab and then killing it.

As the Covid-19 rages on, Tribune clicked these pictures from Shaikh Hamad Avenue, Road 231, Manama 302, and Hamad Town Souq.
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BD 150 million Government 
Development Bond opens for 
subscription: Bahrain Bourse
The bond offers a return of 3.60%

TDT | Manama 

The 25th issue of BHD 150 
million Government De-

velopment Bond has opened 
for subscription, Bahrain 
Bourse announced. 

The BHD 150 million Bond, 
issued at a par value of BHD 
1 each on 17th June 2021 for 
five years, matures on the 17th 
June 2026. 

The annual fixed return on 
these securities is 3.60% and 
will be paid bi-annually on 
17th June and 17th December 
every year throughout this is-
sue.

The minimum subscription 
size is 500 bond per subscrib-
er.  The first 10,000 bonds will 
be each for subscribers and the 
remaining on a pro-rata basis. 

The Central Bank of Bah-
rain issued the Government 

Development Bond on behalf 
of the Government of Bahrain. 
The Government of Bahrain 
directly guarantees the Bond 
securities. 

The subscription, which 
began yesterday, is open for 
Bahraini and non-Bahraini in-
vestors, who can directly sub-
scribe to the bond through the 
primary market of BHB. 

Investors could trade the 
bond on the secondary mar-
ket at BHB after listed on the 
1st July 2021.

Bahrain Bourse specified 
that the subscription period 
through the registered brokers 
is effective yesterday, starting 
from 9:30 am until Tuesday, 
15th June 2021. 

The subscription will be 
open on Thursday until Mon-
day from 9:30 am until 1:00 pm 
and on Tuesday from 9:30 am 
until 10:15 am. 

Huawei opens its largest global cyber security centre in China
TDT | Manama 

Huawei announced opening 
its largest Global Cyber Se-

curity and Privacy Protection 
Transparency Centre in Dong-
guan, China yesterday, with rep-
resentatives from GSMA, SUSE, 
the British Standards Institu-
tion, and regulators from the 
UAE and Indonesia speaking at 
the opening ceremony.

Along with the opening of 
the new centre, Huawei also re-
leased its Product Cyber Secu-
rity Baseline, marking the first 
time the company has made its 
product security baseline frame-
work and management practic-
es available to the industry as a 
whole. 

“Cybersecurity is more im-
portant than ever,” said Ken Hu, 
Huawei’s Rotating Chairman, 
at the opening of the Dongguan 
centre. “As an industry, we need 
to work together, share best 
practices, and build our collec-
tive capabilities in governance, 
standards, technology, and ver-
ification. We need to give both 
the general public and regula-

tors a reason to trust in the secu-
rity of the products and services 
they use daily. Together, we can 
strike the right balance between 
security and development in an 
increasingly digital world.”

Over the past few years, in-
dustry digitalization and new 
technologies like 5G and AI have 
made cyberspace more com-
plex than ever, compounded by 
the fact that people have been 

spending a greater portion of 
their lives online throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic. These 
trends have led to a rise in new 
cybersecurity risks.

Huawei opened the new Glob-
al Cyber Security and Privacy 
Protection Transparency Center 
in Dongguan to address these is-
sues, providing a platform for in-
dustry stakeholders to share ex-
pertise in cyber governance and 

work on technical solutions to-
gether. The centre is designed to 
demonstrate solutions and share 
experience, facilitate communi-
cation and joint innovation, and 
support security testing and ver-
ification. It will be open to reg-
ulators, independent third-party 
testing organizations, and stand-
ards organizations, as well as 
Huawei customers, partners, 
and suppliers.

During the opening, Dr Mo-
hamed Hamad Al Kuwaiti, Head 
of Cyber Security, UAE, deliv-
ered a keynote on the impor-
tance of cyber cooperation for 
a resilient and vibrant digital  
future. 

“This is the first time we’ve 
shared our security baseline 
framework with the entire in-
dustry, not just core suppliers,” 
said Sean Yang, Director of Hua-

wei’s Global Cyber Security and 
Privacy Protection Office. “We 
want to invite all stakeholders, 
including customers, regula-
tors, standards organizations, 
technology providers, and test-
ing organizations, to join us in 
discussing and working on cy-
bersecurity baselines. Together, 
we can continuously improve 
product security across the  
industry.”

Dr Mohamed Hamad Al Kuwaiti, Head of Cyber Security, UAE Ken Hu, Rotating Chairman, Huawei Huawei’s Global Cyber Security and Privacy Protection Transparency Center in 
China

PIF anchors ASIIP’s new regional infrastructure fund
TDT |. Manama

A new regional infrastructure 
fund by Aberdeen Standard 

Investcorp Infrastructure Part-
ners, a joint venture between 
Investcorp and Aberdeen Stand-
ard Investments, has received a 
capital commitment from the 
Saudi Public Investment Fund. 

“The commitment is for up to 
20% of the total size of the fund 
in advance of its anticipated first 

closing,” Investcorp said. 
The Aberdeen Standard In-

vestcorp Infrastructure Part-
ners’ fund has also received 
approval from the Asian Infra-
structure Investment Bank to 
commit US$90 million. 

Other global institutional in-
vestors, including pension funds, 
insurance companies, endow-
ments, family offices and private 
clients, are expected to join the 
fund.

ASIIP aims to participate in the 
economic transformation in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council and 
the Middle East and North Afri-
ca region by investing in sustain-
able core infrastructure projects. 

Hazem Ben-Gacem, Co-Chief 
Executive Officer of Investcorp, 
said, “We believe that investing 
in infrastructure is critical for 
supporting long-term economic 
growth and we are proud that 
our joint venture with Aberdeen 

Standard Investments has se-
cured this commitment from 
PIF and will now look to drive 
sustainable value for all stake-
holders.”  

Sami Neffati, the Managing 
Partner of ASIIP, said: “PIF is 
one of the largest and most im-
pactful sovereign wealth funds 
in the world and a driving force 
in Saudi’s economic transforma-
tion in line with Vision 2030, we 
are thrilled by our partnership.”Hazem Ben-GacemSami Neffati

Unlock new possibilities with Batelco’s upgraded business broadband
Speeds upgraded by more than 12 times

TDT | Manama 

Batelco has unveiled upgrad-
ed Business Broadband 

Packages targeted at entrepre-
neurs, SMEs and large corpora-
tions to offer an enormous boost 
in speed and usage to support 
their evolving business require-
ments. 

The full range of Batelco’s 
new Business fibre Broadband 
packages feature unlimited us-

age and speeds up to 500Mbps.  
The top package represents a 
significant speed upgrade and 
cost-saving on the previous 
top package, which featured 
a speed of 40Mbps only. New 
value-added benefits are a key 
feature of the packages with the 
introduction of unlimited Batel-
co on-net calls and up to 700 
free minutes to other operators. 

Commenting, Batelco Enter-
prise General Manager Abder-

rahmane Mounir said, “We are 
delighted that Batelco is offer-
ing speeds that are more than 
12 times the previous speed for 
the top package, while also de-
livering cost savings. Batelco’s 
redesigned Business Broadband 
packages, which are available 
for both existing and new cus-
tomers, promise unbeatable 
performance and support our 
customers in focussing on the 
growth of their businesses.”

Most Gulf markets rise as oil 
rebounds; Egypt bucks trend
Reuters 

Major stock markets in the 
Gulf ended higher yester-

day, supported by a rebound 
in oil prices, but the Egyptian 
index bucked the trend to close 
lower.

Brent crude oil futures LCOc1 
were up 18 cents, or 0.25%, at 
$72.40 a barrel by 1024 GMT, 
holding just shy of a high not 
seen since May 2019.

Saudi Arabia’s benchmark in-
dex edged up 0.1%, extending 
gains for the fourth consecutive 
session, with Al Rajhi Bank ris-
ing 0.6% and Riyad Bank end-

ing 1% higher. Separately, Saudi 
Arabia’s sovereign wealth fund, 
the Public Investment Fund, 
said on Tuesday it has estab-
lished two deputy governor 
roles to support the $430 billion 
fund’s continued growth and 
expansion.

The fund is expected to inject 
at least $40 billion annually into 
the local economy until 2025, 
and increase its assets to $1 tril-
lion by then.

In Dubai, the index gained 
0.4%, driven by a 1.1% rise in 
its top lender Emirates NBD 
Bank and a 0.4% increase in 
sharia-compliant lender Du-

bai Islamic Bank. Abu Dhabi’s 
main share index added 0.1%, 
extending gains to a fifth day in 
a row, helped by a 0.4% hike in 
aquaculture firm International 

Holding and a 0.1% gain in lend-
er First Abu Dhabi Bank (FAB).

Elsewhere, Abu Dhabi state 
investor Mubadala said on 
Tuesday it has joined a consorti-
um led by U.S.-based EIG Global 
Energy Partners that had agreed 
to buy a 49% equity stake in 
Aramco Oil Pipelines Co.  

Boosted by financials shares, 
Qatar’s index also rose 0.3%. 

Outside the Gulf, Egypt’s 
blue-chip index ended 0.6% 
lower as the country’s largest 
lender, Commercial Interna-
tional Bank slid 1.7%, and tobac-
co monopoly Eastern Company 
fell 0.8%.

Closing Bell
SAUDI   0.1% to 10,796 ps

ABU DHABI    0.1% to 6,716 pts

DUBAI   0.4% to 2,842 pts

QATAR   0.3% to 10,723 pts

EGYPT   0.6% to 9,978 pts

BAHRAIN nat 1,546 pts

OMAN   0.3% 4,030 pts

KUWAIT n at 6,847 pts
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Ahead of the #G7UK 
meeting, a new re-

port shows that no major 
G7 stock index is aligned 
with the #ParisAgree-
ment. This must change. 
Governments must in-
centivize ambitious sci-
ence-based #Climate-
Action.

@antonioguterres

As the Myanmar junta 
keeps piling crimi-

nal charges on Aung San 
Suu Kyi, it’s important to 
keep in mind a key possi-
ble motive: a conviction 
could bar her from run-
ning for office if the jun-
ta ever decides to hold an 
election again. 

@KenRoth

To end this pandemic, 
each and every one 

of us has a role. Go get 
vaccinated.

@VP

I believe we are at an 
inflection point in his-

tory. A moment where it 
falls to us to prove that 
democracies will not just 
endure — they will excel 
as we rise to seize the 
enormous opportunities 
of this new age.

@POTUS
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US to donate 500 million Pfizer doses to poor nations
Reuters | Washington

The United States will spend 
$3.5 billion to buy and do-

nate 500 million doses of the 
Pfizer coronavirus vaccine to 
some of the world’s poorest 
countries, it said yesterday, urg-
ing other G7 nations to follow 
suit.

The vaccine donation - the 
largest ever by a single country - 
was announced before US Pres-
ident Joe Biden meets leaders 
of the Group of Seven advanced 
economies in western England.

The 500 million doses are 
destined for the world’s 100 
poorest countries. A senior 
Biden administration official 
described the gesture as a “ma-
jor step forward that will su-
percharge the global effort” 
with the aim of “bringing hope 
to every corner of the world.” 
“We really want to underscore 
that this is fundamentally about 
a singular objective of saving 
lives,” the official said, adding 
that Washington was not seek-
ing favours in exchange for the  
doses.

The Biden administration 
expects other G7 members to 
come up with contributions as 

part of a comprehensive road 
map to end a pandemic that has 
killed more than 3.9 million peo-
ple, the official added.

US drugmaker Pfizer and its 
German partner BioNTech had 
earlier said they would provide 
200 million doses in 2021 and 
300 million doses in the first 
half of 2022.

The shots, which will be pro-
duced at Pfizer’s US sites, will 
be supplied at a not-for-profit 
price.

“Our partnership with the 
US government will help bring 
hundreds of millions of doses 
of our vaccine to the poorest 
countries around the world as 
quickly as possible,” said Pfizer 
Chief Executive Albert Bourla.

‘Drop in the bucket’
Anti-poverty campaign group 

Oxfam called for more to be 
done to increase global produc-
tion of vaccines.

“Surely, these 500 million 

vaccine doses are welcome as 
they will help more than 250 
million people, but that’s still a 
drop in the bucket compared to 
the need across the world,” said 
Niko Lusiani, Oxfam America’s 
vaccine lead.

“We need a transformation 
toward more distributed vac-
cine manufacturing so that 
qualified producers worldwide 
can produce billions more low-
cost doses on their own terms, 
without intellectual property 
constraints,” he added in a state-
ment.

Biden has backed calls for a 
waiver of some vaccine intellec-
tual property rights but there is 
no international consensus on 
how to proceed.

South Korea building collapse kills nine
AFP | Seoul

Nine people were killed 
when a five-storey build-

ing being demolished in South 
Korea suddenly collapsed, 
crushing a bus, officials said.

Dramatic television footage 
showed the bus being buried in 
debris and smothered by a huge 
cloud of dust as the structure 
gave way.

The bus, which had stopped 
in front of the site, was carrying 
17 people when the accident 
occurred Wednesday in the city 
of Gwangju, southwest of Seoul.

Nine of the passengers were 
killed and the remaining eight 
were all seriously injured, ac-
cording to the National Fire 
Agency.

All the workers on the dem-
olition site had been evacuated 
before the collapse, they added.

The cause of the accident was 
not immediately clear. Police 
have launched a probe into the 
case, authorities said.

Chung Mong-gyu, the chair-
man of HDC Hyundai Develop-
ment Company, the contractor 
involved, visited Gwangju yes-
terday to apologise.

“I sincerely apologise to the 
victims, their families, the in-
jured, and citizens in Gwangju 

-- I feel a heavy sense of respon-
sibility,” he said, bowing before 
reporters.

“Our company will do its best 
so that the victims and their 
families can recover from the 
damages as soon as possible,” 
added Chung, who is also pres-
ident of the Korea Football As-
sociation.

President Moon Jae-in of-
fered consolation to those af-
fected by the disaster, calling 
for a “thorough investigation” 
into the case.

Navalny team vows to fight 
on after ‘extremism’ ruling
Russian court brands jailed Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny’s political organisations ‘extremist’

• The United States 
and Britain denounced 
the ruling, which comes 
a week before US 
President Joe Biden 
meets Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in Geneva

AFP | Moscow

Jailed Kremlin critic Alexei Na-
valny’s anti-corruption group 

vowed yesterday to fight on after 
a court branded it an “extrem-
ist” organisation and ordered its 
closure.

Western countries and the 
European Union were quick to 
condemn Wednesday’s late-night 
ruling, but senior Russian officials 
doubled down, describing Naval-
ny as an agent collaborating with 
Washington.

The court decision was the lat-
est move against critics of Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. Some of his 
loudest opponents have fled the 
country and several prominent 
activist groups and independent 
media have closed.

The ruling bans Navalny’s An-
ti-Corruption Foundation (FBK) 
and a network of regional offices 
from operating and, under a re-
cently passed law, prevents those 
previously associated with the 
groups from running in parlia-
mentary elections.

The FBK was defiant, saying 
in a Twitter post: “We woke up, 
smiled with destructive intent 
and knowing that we are a ‘danger 
to society’ will continue to fight 
corruption!”

What exactly it will be able to 
do is unclear in the wake of the 
ruling, which followed a hearing 
behind closed doors.

Navalny’s key allies still in Rus-
sia are under close law enforce-
ment supervision, some under 
house arrest, and other prominent 
aides have gone into exile.

Navalny was jailed for more 
than two-and-a-half years in 
February after he returned from 
Germany where he had been con-
valescing following a poisoning 
attack in Siberia that he blamed 
on the Kremlin.

Russia’s most prominent op-
position leader, who is in a penal 
colony outside Moscow, acknowl-
edged supporters would now have 
to alter their strategy.

‘We will not retreat’ 
“But we will not retreat from 

our goals and ideas. This is our 
country and we have no other,” 
the 45-year-old said on Instagram.

The European Union yesterday 
condemned the court ruling as 
the latest effort to “suppress” the 
opposition.

“It is an unfounded decision 
that confirms a negative pattern 
of a systematic crackdown on hu-
man rights and freedoms which 
are enshrined in the Russian con-
stitution,” EU foreign policy chief 
Josep Borrell said in a statement 
on behalf of the 27 member states.

UK Foreign Secretary Dominic 
Raab had described the ruling as 
“perverse” and “Kafka-esque,” 
while the United States called on 
Moscow to end the crackdown 
and release Navalny.

US President Joe Biden has 

promised to raise the issue of hu-
man rights with Putin when the 
two meet next week for a summit 
in Geneva. 

The spokeswoman for Russia’s 
foreign ministry said the interna-
tional outcry suggested Navalny 
was working with foreign gov-
ernments.

“This means that they are po-
litically involved in the story,” 
Maria Zakharova said, adding that 
Washington, with its response, 
was exposing “agents”.
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Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 270,292 15,471 198,632 56,189

Saudi 
Arabia

462,528 +1,286 7,503 444,792 10,233

UAE 589,423 1,710 568,828 18,885

Kuwait 323,357 +1,709 1,810 +4 306,232 15,315

Oman 230,219 +1,640 2,467 +19 207,795 19,957

Qatar 219,281 +143 574 +1 216,301 2,406

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 34,271,103 613,736

2 India 29,273,338 363,097

3 Brazil 17,125,357 479,791

4 France 5,729,967 110,270

5 Turkey 5,313,098 48,524

6 Russia 5,167,949 125,278

7 UK 4,542,986 127,867

8 Italy 4,239,868 126,855

9 Argentina 4,038,528 83,272

10 Spain 3,729,458 80,465

11 Germany 3,718,577 90,281

12 Colombia 3,635,835 93,473

13 Iran 2,990,714 81,519

14 Poland 2,876,667 74,447
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News in brief 
 u The world has 
marked the first rise 
in child labour in two 

decades and the coronavirus crisis 
threatens to push millions more 
youngsters toward the same fate, the 
United Nations said. In a joint report, 
the International Labour Organization and 
the UN children’s agency UNICEF said the 
number in child labour stood at 160 million 
at the start of 2020 -- an increase of 8.4 
million in four years.

 u Argentina’s 
president apologized 
after going viral for 
stating that modern-day Mexicans originate 
from indigenous peoples, Brazilians “from the 
jungle” and his own country’s inhabitants come 
from Europe. “I am a Europeanist. I am someone 
who believes in Europe,” Alberto Fernandez said as 
he and visiting Spanish leader Pedro Sanchez met 
with business leaders in Buenos Aires. Fernandez 
said he “did not mean to offend anyone” but to anyone who was, “my apologies.”

 u A 
judge in 
Guatemala 

on Wednesday charged six ex-military 
members for their alleged participation 
in the death and forced disappearance of 
at least 183 civilians during Guatemala’s 
civil war in the 1980s. Judge Miguel Galvez 
said there was sufficient evidence to bring 
the retired soldiers to trial for the 1983-1985 
crimes, part of a conflict between leftists and 

the government from 1960-1996 that killed 200,000 people. About 45,000 people 
are thought to have been forcibly disappeared after they were kidnapped.

 u Colombia in 2020 
managed to reduce by 
seven percent its land 
surface under coca cultivation, but remained the 
world’s largest producer of cocaine, a UN report 
said. The country last year had 143,000 hectares of 
illegal coca plantations, down from 154,000 hectares in 
2019, said the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 
Production of cocaine hydrochloride was estimated at 
1,228 metric tons in 2020, an eight percent rise from 2019, said the UNODC.

 u The United 
States on Wednesday 
imposed sanctions on 

four Nicaraguans, including a daughter of President Daniel Ortega, and 
Washington warned it would continue to use diplomatic and economic tools 
against members of the leftist government that it accused of undermining 
democracy. Secretary of State Antony Blinken urged Ortega to release detained 
presidential candidates as well as other civil society and opposition leaders 
arrested over the past week in what he called a “wave of repression.”

Child labour swells for first 
time in two decades: UN 

Guatemalan court charges retired soldiers 
for Civil War killings, disappearances

US blacklists four Nicaraguans, 
including Ortega’s daughter

Argentine president forced to 
apologize for ‘jungle’ comment

Colombia top cocaine producer 
despite shrinking coca fields: UN 

11 dead in Mumbai 
building collapse

AFP | Mumbai

A dilapidated building col-
lapsed following heavy 

rains in the western Indian 
city of Mumbai, killing at least 
11 people and injuring seven 
others, police said yesterday.

Heavy monsoon rains dur-
ing the day Wednesday had 
flooded several parts of the 
city that is India’s financial and 
entertainment capital.

The three-story building 
collapsed late Wednesday 
night, and police officer Ravin-
dra Kadam said dozens of res-
cuers were clearing the debris 
to find any residents possibly 
still trapped.

The New Delhi Television 
channel said the building col-
lapsed onto another structure 
in a slum in the Malad West 
area of Mumbai.

Residents joined the fire 
and police officers in rescuing 
people and they took the sev-
en injured to a hospital in the 
suburban Kandivali area.

Mumbai recorded 222 milli-
meters (8 inches) of rain in 12 
hours Wednesday. Tidal waves 
that reached up to 4. 6 meters 
(13 feet) prevented the rainfall 
from being drained, and roads, 
rail tracks and neighborhoods 
were left waterlogged.

Building collapses  are 
common in India during the 
June-September monsoon sea-
son when heavy rains weaken 
the foundations of structures 
that are poorly built.

In 2019, a three-story build-
ing collapsed in a hilly area in 
the northern Indian town of 
Solan following heavy rains, 
killing 14 people. A four-story 
building collapsed in Mumbai 
the same year and killed 10 
people.

Rescuers clear the debris after a three-story building collapsed in Mumbai

Man who slapped Macron tells court 
the president embodied France’s decay
Reuters | Paris

The medieval martial arts en-
thusiast who slapped Presi-

dent Emmanuel Macron across 
the face told a court he was a right-
wing sympathiser who had acted 
because the president represented 
all that was rotten with France, 
BFM TV reported.

Damien Tarel, 28, told the court 
in Valence that several days ahead 
of Macron’s visit to the southeast-
ern Drome region, he had thought 
about throwing an egg or a cream 
tart at the president, the news 
channel reported.

“I think that Macron represents 
very neatly the decay of our coun-
try,” he told the court according to 
BFM TV. “If I had challenged Ma-
cron to a duel at sunrise, I doubt 
he would have responded.”

Macron later described the at-
tack as an isolated incident and 
said violence and hate were a 
threat to democracy.

Tarel faced a charge of assault 
against a public official, an of-
fence which carries a maximum 
sentence of three years in jail and 
a 45,000 euro fine.

He struck Macron on Tuesday 
after the president came over to 

greet a small crowd of onlookers 
after visiting a professional train-
ing college during a trip to take 
the country’s pulse as it emerges 
from the pandemic and ahead of 
presidential elections in 2022.

Macron reached out Tarel who 
was standing behind a security 
barrier, Tarel then shouted “Down 
with Macronia” (“A Bas La Macro-
nie”) and slapped Macron on the 
left side of his face.  

He could also be heard shouting 
“Montjoie Saint Denis”, the army’s 
battle cry when France was still a 
monarchy.

Alexei Navalny stands inside a glass cell during a court hearing (file photo)

Empty vials of the Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus disease (COVID-19) vaccine are 
seen at The Michener Institute, in Toronto, Canada

Yemen Houthis gear up for Sanaa airport reopening
Reuters | Sanaa

Yemen’s Houthi administra-
tion has started renovat-

ing Sanaa airport, two indus-
try sources said, as the group 
that controls most of northern 
Yemen prepares for a possible 
reopening of the facility under 
UN-led peace efforts.

A Saudi Arabian-led coali-
tion has controlled Yemen’s air 
space since 2015, when the al-
liance intervened against the 
Iran-aligned Houthi movement 
that ousted the internationally 
recognised government from 
the capital, Sanaa.

The coalition’s spokesman 
did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment on 
whether it had agreed to reopen 
air space and allow the airport 
to resume regular operations.

The industry sources told 
Reuters that construction work 
had begun in some parts of the 
airport, which has been closed 
since 2015 with the exception 

of UN flights.
It has been targeted dozens 

of times by coalition air strikes 
over the last six years. The mil-
itary alliance says the facility is 
used for arms smuggling, some-
thing the Houthis deny.

Airport director Khaled al-
Shayef said in a Twitter post on 
Wednesday that he met Yem-
enia airlines to discuss main-
tenance and equipment at the 
airport, and also held talks with 
the Yemen Oil Company on fuel 
supplies for aircraft.

Diplomatic efforts have in-
tensified this week. UN envoy 
Martin Griffiths held talks in 
Iran with the country’s foreign 
minister on a two-day visit, the 
second one this year, his office 
tweeted on yesterday.

Oman, a main regional backer 
of peace efforts which hosts 
several Houthi officials, sent 
a delegation to Sanaa to push 
the peace deal with Houthi of-
ficials. Oman’s foreign minis-
ter arrived in Saudi Arabia on 
Wednesday for talks.

A cargo plane carrying relief supplies is pictured through a broken glass after it 
landed at Sanaa airport in Sanaa

Explosions shake Yemen’s Marib city centre
Reuters | Sanaa

Three big explosions shook-
the Yemeni city of Marib 

on yesterday and a local official 
blamed the blasts on missile 
and drone strikes by Houthi 
forces trying to seize the gas-
rich region.

Two residents reported the 
blasts and said they heard the 
sound of ambulances. The local 
official told Reuters the Hou-
this had fired a missile and an 
armed drone at the city.

There was no confirmation 
from the Iran-aligned move-
ment, which has launched an 
offensive to take the interna-
tionally recognised govern-
ment’s last stronghold in the 
north of the Arabian Peninsula 
country.

It was not immediately clear 
if there were any casualties 
from the explosions.

Earlier this month at least 
17 people were killed in an ex-
plosion near a petrol station in 
Marib. The government said it 
was caused by a Houthi missile, 
but the group said it had only 
hit a military camp. 

Yemen has been mired in 
violence since the Houthis 

ousted the Saudi-backed gov-
ernment from the capital, Sa-
naa, in late 2014, prompting a 
military coalition led by Saudi 
Arabia to intervene months  
later.

The United Nations, backed 
by the United States, is pressing 
for a nationwide ceasefire.

a destroyed vehicle at the scene of a missile strike at a petrol station in 
Yemen’s city of Marib

French President Emmanuel Macron gets 
slapped by a member of the public

It is another Kafka-esque 
attack on those standing 

up against corruption 
and for open societies, 

and is a deliberate 
attempt to effectively 

outlaw genuine political 
opposition in Russia

UK FOREIGN SECRETARY DOMINIC RAAB

Mumbai recorded 222 
millimeters (8 inches) 

of rain in 12 hours 
Wednesday. Tidal 

waves that reached 
up to 4. 6 meters (13 
feet) prevented the 
rainfall from being 
drained, and roads, 

rail tracks and neigh-
borhoods were left 

waterlogged

KNOW WHAT

Our partnership with 
the US government will 
help bring hundreds of 
millions of doses of our 
vaccine to the poorest 
countries around the 

world as quickly as 
possible

PFIZER CHIEF EXECUTIVE ALBERT BOURLA

I sincerely apologise 
to the victims, their 

families, the injured, 
and citizens in Gwangju 
-- I feel a heavy sense of 

responsibility
CHUNG MONG-GYU, THE CHAIRMAN OF HDC 

HYUNDAI DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

Navalny’s foundation, 
started 10 years ago, 

has relentlessly target-
ed senior government 
officials with colourful 

and widely watched 
videos that detail 

corruption allegations 
against them. One of 

its latest productions, 
which has received 
117 million views on 

YouTube, claimed that 
a lavish palace on the 

shores of the Black 
Sea was built for Putin 
through an elaborate 

corruption scheme. The 
Kremlin has denied any 

links to Putin

KNOW WHAT

South Korean rescue workers search for survivors in the debris of a collapsed 
building in Gwangju
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US to donate 500 million Pfizer doses to poor nations
Reuters | Washington

The United States will spend 
$3.5 billion to buy and do-

nate 500 million doses of the 
Pfizer coronavirus vaccine to 
some of the world’s poorest 
countries, it said yesterday, urg-
ing other G7 nations to follow 
suit.

The vaccine donation - the 
largest ever by a single country - 
was announced before US Pres-
ident Joe Biden meets leaders 
of the Group of Seven advanced 
economies in western England.

The 500 million doses are 
destined for the world’s 100 
poorest countries. A senior 
Biden administration official 
described the gesture as a “ma-
jor step forward that will su-
percharge the global effort” 
with the aim of “bringing hope 
to every corner of the world.” 
“We really want to underscore 
that this is fundamentally about 
a singular objective of saving 
lives,” the official said, adding 
that Washington was not seek-
ing favours in exchange for the  
doses.

The Biden administration 
expects other G7 members to 
come up with contributions as 

part of a comprehensive road 
map to end a pandemic that has 
killed more than 3.9 million peo-
ple, the official added.

US drugmaker Pfizer and its 
German partner BioNTech had 
earlier said they would provide 
200 million doses in 2021 and 
300 million doses in the first 
half of 2022.

The shots, which will be pro-
duced at Pfizer’s US sites, will 
be supplied at a not-for-profit 
price.

“Our partnership with the 
US government will help bring 
hundreds of millions of doses 
of our vaccine to the poorest 
countries around the world as 
quickly as possible,” said Pfizer 
Chief Executive Albert Bourla.

‘Drop in the bucket’
Anti-poverty campaign group 

Oxfam called for more to be 
done to increase global produc-
tion of vaccines.

“Surely, these 500 million 

vaccine doses are welcome as 
they will help more than 250 
million people, but that’s still a 
drop in the bucket compared to 
the need across the world,” said 
Niko Lusiani, Oxfam America’s 
vaccine lead.

“We need a transformation 
toward more distributed vac-
cine manufacturing so that 
qualified producers worldwide 
can produce billions more low-
cost doses on their own terms, 
without intellectual property 
constraints,” he added in a state-
ment.

Biden has backed calls for a 
waiver of some vaccine intellec-
tual property rights but there is 
no international consensus on 
how to proceed.

South Korea building collapse kills nine
AFP | Seoul

Nine people were killed 
when a five-storey build-

ing being demolished in South 
Korea suddenly collapsed, 
crushing a bus, officials said.

Dramatic television footage 
showed the bus being buried in 
debris and smothered by a huge 
cloud of dust as the structure 
gave way.

The bus, which had stopped 
in front of the site, was carrying 
17 people when the accident 
occurred Wednesday in the city 
of Gwangju, southwest of Seoul.

Nine of the passengers were 
killed and the remaining eight 
were all seriously injured, ac-
cording to the National Fire 
Agency.

All the workers on the dem-
olition site had been evacuated 
before the collapse, they added.

The cause of the accident was 
not immediately clear. Police 
have launched a probe into the 
case, authorities said.

Chung Mong-gyu, the chair-
man of HDC Hyundai Develop-
ment Company, the contractor 
involved, visited Gwangju yes-
terday to apologise.

“I sincerely apologise to the 
victims, their families, the in-
jured, and citizens in Gwangju 

-- I feel a heavy sense of respon-
sibility,” he said, bowing before 
reporters.

“Our company will do its best 
so that the victims and their 
families can recover from the 
damages as soon as possible,” 
added Chung, who is also pres-
ident of the Korea Football As-
sociation.

President Moon Jae-in of-
fered consolation to those af-
fected by the disaster, calling 
for a “thorough investigation” 
into the case.

Navalny team vows to fight 
on after ‘extremism’ ruling
Russian court brands jailed Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny’s political organisations ‘extremist’

• The United States 
and Britain denounced 
the ruling, which comes 
a week before US 
President Joe Biden 
meets Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in Geneva

AFP | Moscow

Jailed Kremlin critic Alexei Na-
valny’s anti-corruption group 

vowed yesterday to fight on after 
a court branded it an “extrem-
ist” organisation and ordered its 
closure.

Western countries and the 
European Union were quick to 
condemn Wednesday’s late-night 
ruling, but senior Russian officials 
doubled down, describing Naval-
ny as an agent collaborating with 
Washington.

The court decision was the lat-
est move against critics of Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. Some of his 
loudest opponents have fled the 
country and several prominent 
activist groups and independent 
media have closed.

The ruling bans Navalny’s An-
ti-Corruption Foundation (FBK) 
and a network of regional offices 
from operating and, under a re-
cently passed law, prevents those 
previously associated with the 
groups from running in parlia-
mentary elections.

The FBK was defiant, saying 
in a Twitter post: “We woke up, 
smiled with destructive intent 
and knowing that we are a ‘danger 
to society’ will continue to fight 
corruption!”

What exactly it will be able to 
do is unclear in the wake of the 
ruling, which followed a hearing 
behind closed doors.

Navalny’s key allies still in Rus-
sia are under close law enforce-
ment supervision, some under 
house arrest, and other prominent 
aides have gone into exile.

Navalny was jailed for more 
than two-and-a-half years in 
February after he returned from 
Germany where he had been con-
valescing following a poisoning 
attack in Siberia that he blamed 
on the Kremlin.

Russia’s most prominent op-
position leader, who is in a penal 
colony outside Moscow, acknowl-
edged supporters would now have 
to alter their strategy.

‘We will not retreat’ 
“But we will not retreat from 

our goals and ideas. This is our 
country and we have no other,” 
the 45-year-old said on Instagram.

The European Union yesterday 
condemned the court ruling as 
the latest effort to “suppress” the 
opposition.

“It is an unfounded decision 
that confirms a negative pattern 
of a systematic crackdown on hu-
man rights and freedoms which 
are enshrined in the Russian con-
stitution,” EU foreign policy chief 
Josep Borrell said in a statement 
on behalf of the 27 member states.

UK Foreign Secretary Dominic 
Raab had described the ruling as 
“perverse” and “Kafka-esque,” 
while the United States called on 
Moscow to end the crackdown 
and release Navalny.

US President Joe Biden has 

promised to raise the issue of hu-
man rights with Putin when the 
two meet next week for a summit 
in Geneva. 

The spokeswoman for Russia’s 
foreign ministry said the interna-
tional outcry suggested Navalny 
was working with foreign gov-
ernments.

“This means that they are po-
litically involved in the story,” 
Maria Zakharova said, adding that 
Washington, with its response, 
was exposing “agents”.
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Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 270,292 15,471 198,632 56,189

Saudi 
Arabia

462,528 +1,286 7,503 444,792 10,233

UAE 589,423 1,710 568,828 18,885

Kuwait 323,357 +1,709 1,810 +4 306,232 15,315

Oman 230,219 +1,640 2,467 +19 207,795 19,957

Qatar 219,281 +143 574 +1 216,301 2,406

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 34,271,103 613,736

2 India 29,273,338 363,097

3 Brazil 17,125,357 479,791

4 France 5,729,967 110,270

5 Turkey 5,313,098 48,524

6 Russia 5,167,949 125,278

7 UK 4,542,986 127,867

8 Italy 4,239,868 126,855

9 Argentina 4,038,528 83,272

10 Spain 3,729,458 80,465

11 Germany 3,718,577 90,281

12 Colombia 3,635,835 93,473

13 Iran 2,990,714 81,519

14 Poland 2,876,667 74,447
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News in brief 
 u The world has 
marked the first rise 
in child labour in two 

decades and the coronavirus crisis 
threatens to push millions more 
youngsters toward the same fate, the 
United Nations said. In a joint report, 
the International Labour Organization and 
the UN children’s agency UNICEF said the 
number in child labour stood at 160 million 
at the start of 2020 -- an increase of 8.4 
million in four years.

 u Argentina’s 
president apologized 
after going viral for 
stating that modern-day Mexicans originate 
from indigenous peoples, Brazilians “from the 
jungle” and his own country’s inhabitants come 
from Europe. “I am a Europeanist. I am someone 
who believes in Europe,” Alberto Fernandez said as 
he and visiting Spanish leader Pedro Sanchez met 
with business leaders in Buenos Aires. Fernandez 
said he “did not mean to offend anyone” but to anyone who was, “my apologies.”

 u A 
judge in 
Guatemala 

on Wednesday charged six ex-military 
members for their alleged participation 
in the death and forced disappearance of 
at least 183 civilians during Guatemala’s 
civil war in the 1980s. Judge Miguel Galvez 
said there was sufficient evidence to bring 
the retired soldiers to trial for the 1983-1985 
crimes, part of a conflict between leftists and 

the government from 1960-1996 that killed 200,000 people. About 45,000 people 
are thought to have been forcibly disappeared after they were kidnapped.

 u Colombia in 2020 
managed to reduce by 
seven percent its land 
surface under coca cultivation, but remained the 
world’s largest producer of cocaine, a UN report 
said. The country last year had 143,000 hectares of 
illegal coca plantations, down from 154,000 hectares in 
2019, said the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 
Production of cocaine hydrochloride was estimated at 
1,228 metric tons in 2020, an eight percent rise from 2019, said the UNODC.

 u The United 
States on Wednesday 
imposed sanctions on 

four Nicaraguans, including a daughter of President Daniel Ortega, and 
Washington warned it would continue to use diplomatic and economic tools 
against members of the leftist government that it accused of undermining 
democracy. Secretary of State Antony Blinken urged Ortega to release detained 
presidential candidates as well as other civil society and opposition leaders 
arrested over the past week in what he called a “wave of repression.”

Child labour swells for first 
time in two decades: UN 

Guatemalan court charges retired soldiers 
for Civil War killings, disappearances

US blacklists four Nicaraguans, 
including Ortega’s daughter

Argentine president forced to 
apologize for ‘jungle’ comment

Colombia top cocaine producer 
despite shrinking coca fields: UN 

11 dead in Mumbai 
building collapse

AFP | Mumbai

A dilapidated building col-
lapsed following heavy 

rains in the western Indian 
city of Mumbai, killing at least 
11 people and injuring seven 
others, police said yesterday.

Heavy monsoon rains dur-
ing the day Wednesday had 
flooded several parts of the 
city that is India’s financial and 
entertainment capital.

The three-story building 
collapsed late Wednesday 
night, and police officer Ravin-
dra Kadam said dozens of res-
cuers were clearing the debris 
to find any residents possibly 
still trapped.

The New Delhi Television 
channel said the building col-
lapsed onto another structure 
in a slum in the Malad West 
area of Mumbai.

Residents joined the fire 
and police officers in rescuing 
people and they took the sev-
en injured to a hospital in the 
suburban Kandivali area.

Mumbai recorded 222 milli-
meters (8 inches) of rain in 12 
hours Wednesday. Tidal waves 
that reached up to 4. 6 meters 
(13 feet) prevented the rainfall 
from being drained, and roads, 
rail tracks and neighborhoods 
were left waterlogged.

Building collapses  are 
common in India during the 
June-September monsoon sea-
son when heavy rains weaken 
the foundations of structures 
that are poorly built.

In 2019, a three-story build-
ing collapsed in a hilly area in 
the northern Indian town of 
Solan following heavy rains, 
killing 14 people. A four-story 
building collapsed in Mumbai 
the same year and killed 10 
people.

Rescuers clear the debris after a three-story building collapsed in Mumbai

Man who slapped Macron tells court 
the president embodied France’s decay
Reuters | Paris

The medieval martial arts en-
thusiast who slapped Presi-

dent Emmanuel Macron across 
the face told a court he was a right-
wing sympathiser who had acted 
because the president represented 
all that was rotten with France, 
BFM TV reported.

Damien Tarel, 28, told the court 
in Valence that several days ahead 
of Macron’s visit to the southeast-
ern Drome region, he had thought 
about throwing an egg or a cream 
tart at the president, the news 
channel reported.

“I think that Macron represents 
very neatly the decay of our coun-
try,” he told the court according to 
BFM TV. “If I had challenged Ma-
cron to a duel at sunrise, I doubt 
he would have responded.”

Macron later described the at-
tack as an isolated incident and 
said violence and hate were a 
threat to democracy.

Tarel faced a charge of assault 
against a public official, an of-
fence which carries a maximum 
sentence of three years in jail and 
a 45,000 euro fine.

He struck Macron on Tuesday 
after the president came over to 

greet a small crowd of onlookers 
after visiting a professional train-
ing college during a trip to take 
the country’s pulse as it emerges 
from the pandemic and ahead of 
presidential elections in 2022.

Macron reached out Tarel who 
was standing behind a security 
barrier, Tarel then shouted “Down 
with Macronia” (“A Bas La Macro-
nie”) and slapped Macron on the 
left side of his face.  

He could also be heard shouting 
“Montjoie Saint Denis”, the army’s 
battle cry when France was still a 
monarchy.

Alexei Navalny stands inside a glass cell during a court hearing (file photo)

Empty vials of the Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus disease (COVID-19) vaccine are 
seen at The Michener Institute, in Toronto, Canada

Yemen Houthis gear up for Sanaa airport reopening
Reuters | Sanaa

Yemen’s Houthi administra-
tion has started renovat-

ing Sanaa airport, two indus-
try sources said, as the group 
that controls most of northern 
Yemen prepares for a possible 
reopening of the facility under 
UN-led peace efforts.

A Saudi Arabian-led coali-
tion has controlled Yemen’s air 
space since 2015, when the al-
liance intervened against the 
Iran-aligned Houthi movement 
that ousted the internationally 
recognised government from 
the capital, Sanaa.

The coalition’s spokesman 
did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment on 
whether it had agreed to reopen 
air space and allow the airport 
to resume regular operations.

The industry sources told 
Reuters that construction work 
had begun in some parts of the 
airport, which has been closed 
since 2015 with the exception 

of UN flights.
It has been targeted dozens 

of times by coalition air strikes 
over the last six years. The mil-
itary alliance says the facility is 
used for arms smuggling, some-
thing the Houthis deny.

Airport director Khaled al-
Shayef said in a Twitter post on 
Wednesday that he met Yem-
enia airlines to discuss main-
tenance and equipment at the 
airport, and also held talks with 
the Yemen Oil Company on fuel 
supplies for aircraft.

Diplomatic efforts have in-
tensified this week. UN envoy 
Martin Griffiths held talks in 
Iran with the country’s foreign 
minister on a two-day visit, the 
second one this year, his office 
tweeted on yesterday.

Oman, a main regional backer 
of peace efforts which hosts 
several Houthi officials, sent 
a delegation to Sanaa to push 
the peace deal with Houthi of-
ficials. Oman’s foreign minis-
ter arrived in Saudi Arabia on 
Wednesday for talks.

A cargo plane carrying relief supplies is pictured through a broken glass after it 
landed at Sanaa airport in Sanaa

Explosions shake Yemen’s Marib city centre
Reuters | Sanaa

Three big explosions shook-
the Yemeni city of Marib 

on yesterday and a local official 
blamed the blasts on missile 
and drone strikes by Houthi 
forces trying to seize the gas-
rich region.

Two residents reported the 
blasts and said they heard the 
sound of ambulances. The local 
official told Reuters the Hou-
this had fired a missile and an 
armed drone at the city.

There was no confirmation 
from the Iran-aligned move-
ment, which has launched an 
offensive to take the interna-
tionally recognised govern-
ment’s last stronghold in the 
north of the Arabian Peninsula 
country.

It was not immediately clear 
if there were any casualties 
from the explosions.

Earlier this month at least 
17 people were killed in an ex-
plosion near a petrol station in 
Marib. The government said it 
was caused by a Houthi missile, 
but the group said it had only 
hit a military camp. 

Yemen has been mired in 
violence since the Houthis 

ousted the Saudi-backed gov-
ernment from the capital, Sa-
naa, in late 2014, prompting a 
military coalition led by Saudi 
Arabia to intervene months  
later.

The United Nations, backed 
by the United States, is pressing 
for a nationwide ceasefire.

a destroyed vehicle at the scene of a missile strike at a petrol station in 
Yemen’s city of Marib

French President Emmanuel Macron gets 
slapped by a member of the public

It is another Kafka-esque 
attack on those standing 

up against corruption 
and for open societies, 

and is a deliberate 
attempt to effectively 

outlaw genuine political 
opposition in Russia

UK FOREIGN SECRETARY DOMINIC RAAB

Mumbai recorded 222 
millimeters (8 inches) 

of rain in 12 hours 
Wednesday. Tidal 

waves that reached 
up to 4. 6 meters (13 
feet) prevented the 
rainfall from being 
drained, and roads, 

rail tracks and neigh-
borhoods were left 

waterlogged

KNOW WHAT

Our partnership with 
the US government will 
help bring hundreds of 
millions of doses of our 
vaccine to the poorest 
countries around the 

world as quickly as 
possible

PFIZER CHIEF EXECUTIVE ALBERT BOURLA

I sincerely apologise 
to the victims, their 

families, the injured, 
and citizens in Gwangju 
-- I feel a heavy sense of 

responsibility
CHUNG MONG-GYU, THE CHAIRMAN OF HDC 

HYUNDAI DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

Navalny’s foundation, 
started 10 years ago, 

has relentlessly target-
ed senior government 
officials with colourful 

and widely watched 
videos that detail 

corruption allegations 
against them. One of 

its latest productions, 
which has received 
117 million views on 

YouTube, claimed that 
a lavish palace on the 

shores of the Black 
Sea was built for Putin 
through an elaborate 

corruption scheme. The 
Kremlin has denied any 

links to Putin

KNOW WHAT

South Korean rescue workers search for survivors in the debris of a collapsed 
building in Gwangju
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Twelve killed in Myanmar 
military plane crash
Plane loses communication in bad weather as it was making landing approach

• The plane was 
carrying six military 
personnel in addition 
to two monks and 
six devotees

Reuters | Yangon

Twelve people were killed 
when a Myanmar mili-
tary plane carrying a sen-

ior monk and several donors to 
a religious event crashed in a 
central region of the country, a 
junta spokesman said yesterday.

The plane, which was carry-
ing six crew and eight passen-
gers, crashed shortly before it 
was due to land in the city of 
Pyin Oo Lwin, spokesman Zaw 
Min Tun said in a statement, 
blaming “bad weather”.

Footage broadcast by local 
media showed wreckage strewn 
around the twisted body of a 
plane lying on open ground near 
overhead pylons, and a small 
plume of smoke billowing up-
wards. AFP was unable to verify 
the footage.

Emergency responders had 
been able to rescue a boy and a 
sergeant from the plane’s crew, 
the statement said, adding they 
had been sent to a nearby mili-
tary hospital for treatment.

Kavisara, a prominent monk 
from the Zay Kone monastery 
near the capital Naypyidaw, 
and seven donors had been on 
board, travelling to Pyin Oo 

Lwin to open a religious event, 
it said.

Pyin Oo Lwin is home to the 
Defence Services Academy, 
where the military’s top brass 
are trained. Junta leader Min 
Aung Hlaing is a graduate.

He visited the monastery and 
paid homage to its chief monk 
on February 3, state media re-
ported, two days after ousting 
civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
from power in a coup.

Myanmar has been in turmoil 
since, with mass protests con-
vulsing daily life and sending its 
economy spiralling.

The country ’s  Buddhist 
monkhood led an earlier strug-

gle against military rule but is 
split on the coup that ended the 
country’s nascent democracy, 
with some prominent religious 
leaders defending the new jun-
ta.

The military has sought to 
quell mass anti-coup protests 
with bloody crackdowns that 
have killed more than 800 civil-
ians, according to a local moni-
toring group.

This has prompted civilians 
in some townships to form “de-
fence forces”, while some of 
Myanmar’s ethnic rebel armies 
have stepped up offensives 
against the military.

Last month, the Kachin Inde-

pendence Army -- an ethnic re-
bel group that has waged a dec-
ades-long insurgency against 
the military -- downed an army 
helicopter during fierce clashes.

Plane crashes are common in 
Myanmar, which has an under-
developed aviation sector, and 
the country’s monsoon season 
has caused problems for com-
mercial and military flights in 
the past.

A military plane crashed into 
the Andaman Sea in 2017, killing 
all 122 people on board in one of 
the deadliest aviation accidents 
in the country’s history. Author-
ities blamed bad weather.

And in 2015, an Air Bagan 
passenger plane veered off the 
runway amid bad weather and 
heavy rain. A passenger and 
a person on the ground were 
killed.

Regime shelling kills 10 in 
northwest Syria: monitor

AFP | Beirut

Syrian regime shelling on 
the opposition-held Idlib 

enclave killed 10 people yes-
terday, one of the deadliest 
violations of a 15-month-old 
ceasefire, a war monitor said.

An AFP correspondent in 
the area saw the remains of a 
house destroyed by the rocket 
fire as well as a charred vehicle 
parked outside.

The bodies of several victims 
were lined on the floor and 
covered with blankets.

The incident started with 
rocket fire near the village of 
Iblin, which lies around 25 
kilometres (15 miles) south-
west of the city of Idlib.

The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights said three civil-
ians, including a man, a woman 
and her child, were killed in 
the shelling, which occurred 
near the line separating re-
gime forces from the opposi-
tion-held enclave.

A second attack killed seven 
people who had gathered at 
the site of the first, said the 
monitor.

They were all members or 
affiliates of the Hayat Tahrir 
al-Sham alliance, a jihadist 
organisation that includes 
ex-members of Syria’s former 

Al-Qaeda franchise, the Obser-
vatory said.

The attack was one of the 
deadliest since a March 2020 
ceasefire, which was brokered 
by the conflict’s main Russian 
and Turkish brokers and has 
largely held since.

An HTS spokesman and an 
HTS media coordinator were 
among the seven killed, added 
the Observatory.

In a statement sent to local 
journalists over Whatsapp, 
HTS confirmed that three of 
its members were among those 
killed.

From village to conservation forest, 
Indonesian orangutan finds a new home
Reuters | Jakarta

An adult male orangutan has 
been released into an Indo-

nesian national park by conser-
vationists and the government 
after he was caught eating a 
villager’s coconut plants on 
Borneo island.

As the orangutan habitat di-
minishes due to land use, con-
flicts between communities and 
the great apes have increased. 
Indonesia has designated sev-
eral areas in Kalimantan as safe 
havens for Borneo orangutans, 
which are on the World Wild-
life Fund’s endangered list.

Conservationists found Jala 
eating a villager’s coconut 
plants after residents reported 
seeing the orangutan near their 
gardens in March.

They monitored the ape, 
whom they estimated to be 
about 15 years old, for a month 
before transporting him to the 
Tanagupa conservation forest 
in the Gunung Palung National 
Park, in west Kalimantan.

At the end of the lengthy 
journey, including a boat ride 
into the jungle, Jala bounded 
out of the transport crate and 
climbed nimbly up a tree.

Karmele L. Sanchez, direc-
tor of the International Animal 
Rescue Indonesia conservation 
programme, thanked the vil-
lage residents for reporting the 
orangutan rather than taking 

action themselves.
“We are very happy that peo-

ple are aware and understand 
how to deal with potential con-
flicts of this nature,” she said.

Jala’s arrival marks the sec-
ond relocation of an orangutan 
to the national park this year, a 
park official said.

Survey results and habitat 
feasibility studies have deemed 
Tanagupa forest a suitable area 
to resettle orangutans, as it is 
far from human settlements, 
has an abundance of foraging 
plants and a low density of res-
ident orangutans.

Conservationists hope the 
dedicated habitats will help 
sustain Indonesia’s orangutans. 
There are an estimated 104,700 
Bornean orangutans, less than 
half the 230,000 a century ago, 
according to the World Wildlife 
Fund.

Former PM nicknamed ‘Fist’ wins 
Mongolia presidential election
AFP | Seoul

Mongolia’s new president 
Khurelsukh Ukhnaa is a 

macho character who has been 
photographed topless on horse-
back Putin-style, and became 
known as “Fist” after punching 
a parliamentarian.

The former prime minis-
ter won nearly 70 percent of 
the vote in the presidential 
election, preliminary results 
showed yesterday, with histor-
ically low voter turnout for the 
third election in two years.

The country went to the polls 
Wednesday to replace populist 
businessman Battulga Khalt-
maa -- a former world champi-
on on the martial art of sambo 
who cannot run for a second 
presidential term under consti-
tutional rules.

In the early hours of yester-
day, Khurelsukh declared a 
decisive victory after getting 
nearly 70 percent of votes cast.

“From the bottom of my 
heart, I thank my fellow Mon-
golians,” he said.

Enkhbat Dangaasuren, his 
main rival,  gathered only 
around a fifth of the votes and 
conceded defeat. 

Khurelsukh has cultivated a 
macho persona, complete with 
photos of him posing shirtless 
with a hunting gun -- similar to 
the famous images of Russian 

leader Vladimir Putin.
He also got the nickname 

“Fist” after a video of him 
punching a member of parlia-

ment went viral in 2012.
Khurelsukh has since tried 

to clean up his image, and this 
is the first presidential win in 
12 years for his Mongolian Peo-
ple’s Party -- but voter turn-
out was just 59 percent out of 
around two million eligible 
voters.

He resigned as prime minis-
ter in January following pro-
tests and public outrage over 
the treatment of a coronavirus 
patient and her newborn baby.

L a n d l o c k e d  Mo n g o l i a , 
wedged between China and 
Russia, has struggled with polit-
ical instability since it became a 
democracy. Its first constitution 
was passed in 1992 after dec-
ades of communist rule.

Syrians on a motorbike drive past the carcass of a charred car

Jala, a male adult orangutan, climbs a tree after leaving a cage
Mongolia’s newly elected president Khurelsukh Ukhnaa delivers a speech

We are very 
happy that people 

are aware and 
understand how to 
deal with potential 

conflicts of this 
nature

KARMELE L. SANCHEZ, DIRECTOR OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL ANIMAL RESCUE 

INDONESIA

Khurelsukh Ukhnaa 
got the nickname 

“Fist” after a video of 
him punching a mem-

ber of parliament 
went viral in 2012

KNOW WHAT

The attack was one 
of the deadliest 

since a March 2020 
ceasefire, which was 
brokered by the con-
flict’s main Russian 
and Turkish brokers 
and has largely held 

since
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military and locals stand beside the wreckage of a Myanmar Air Force Beechcraft 
1900 that crashed in Pyin Oo Lwin

Myanmar’s Buddhist 
monkhood led an ear-
lier struggle against 
military rule but is 

split on the coup that 
ended the country’s 

nascent democracy in 
February

KNOW WHAT



Bill Skarsgard in talks 
to join Keanu Reeves-
starrer ‘John Wick 4’
ANI | Washington 

Actor Bill Skarsgard is in 
talks to star in the upcom-

ing ‘John Wick’ film.
As per The Hollywood Re-

porter, the fourth installment 
in the Lionsgate franchise will 
see actor Keanu Reeves return 
as a formerly retired hitman 
who finds himself stripped of 
the protection from a shadowy 
international assassins guild.

Chad Stahelski is returning 
to helm the upcoming project 
from a script by Shay Hatten 
and Michael Finch.

If finalised for the role, 
Skarsgard will join Reeves, 
D o n n i e  Ye n ,  a n d  Ja p a -
nese-British pop star Rina Sa-
wayama in the fourth chapter.

The plan is to film the fourth 
and fifth ‘John Wick’ install-
ments back-to-back. ‘John 
Wick 4’ is now sched-
uled for a Memo-
rial Day weekend 
release on May 27, 
2022, after being 
pushed back a 
year from 
M a y  2 1 , 
2 0 2 1 , 
d u e  t o 
the pan-
demic.

‘J o h n 
W i c k : 
C h a p t e r 
4’ will be 
produced 
b y  B a s i l 
I w a n y k , 
E r i c a 
Lee, and 

Stahelski. Reeves will serve as 
an executive producer along 
with Louise Rosner.

The movie will start produc-
tion later this year with filming 
on locations in France, Germa-
ny, and Japan. The first three 
movies have generated over 
USD 579 million worldwide.

Skarsgard is best known 
for playing Pennywise the 

Dancing Clown in the hit 
horror film ‘It’ and its 

2019 follow-up.
The actor will 

next star in ‘Na-
ked Singulari-
ty’, co-star-
ring John 
B o y e g a 
and Ol iv-
i a  C o o k e , 

and period 
a d v e n t u r e 

thriller ‘Em-
peror’.
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celebs

Across
1- Brazilian ballroom dance; 6- Mornings, for short; 9- Weaned pig; 14- Actor Delon; 15- Spy 
org.; 16- One of the two equal sections of a cone; 17- Songfest; 19- Mindlessly stupid; 20- ___-
Foy, Quebec; 21- Operatic solo; 22- Apple centers; 23- City on the Rhine; 25- Japanese dog; 
26- Zealot; 29- Charge per unit; 31- Missouri feeder; 32- Typical; 36- Can’t stand; 37- Holiday 
start; 38- Ready to eat; 40- A bit reddish; 43- Place for a lace; 45- Basics; 46- Names; 47- 
Alert, knowing; 50- Bamboozle; 51- Dexterity; 52- Call for; 54- Cock and bull; 57- Vive ___!; 
58- Patronage; 61- Coeur d’___; 62- Former nuclear agcy.; 63- Clear the boards; 64- Stork, 
e.g.; 65- Good hole card; 66- Electrician, at times;

Down 
1- Lip; 2- Dismounted; 3- Long luxuriant hair; 4- Large; 5- Gasteyer of “Saturday Night 
Live”; 6- Future oak; 7- Prefix for small; 8- Narrative of heroic exploits; 9- Giggle; 10- 
Capital of Vietnam; 11- Dizzying designs; 12- Sleep disorder; 13- Driving aids; 18- Cavalry 
weapon; 23- Seizes with teeth; 24- Porridge plant; 25- Packed away; 26- Dashboard abbr.; 
27- Chemical used on trees; 28- Defense grp. since 1949; 29- Great reviews; 30- ___ Maria; 
33- Aggregate of qualities that make good character; 34- Fish feature; 35- Pentathlon 
need; 37- And so on; 39- Aliens, for short; 41- Prior; 42- Actor Vigoda; 43- Piece of music 
written for a solo instrument; 44- Peke squeak; 47- Pack leader; 48- Caffeinated, slangily; 
49- Isolated; 50- Thaw before takeoff; 51- Deli side; 52- Final Four org.; 53- Util. bill; 54- 
Listen to; 55- Different; 56- Clairvoyant; 59- Original; 60- Part of TNT;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

If finalised for the 
role, Skarsgard will 
join Reeves, Donnie 

Yen, and Japa-
nese-British pop star 

Rina Sawayama in the 
fourth chapter

KNOW WHAT

Selena Gomez: It’s 
so hard to tour
IANS | Los Angeles

Singer Selena Gomez has 
revealed that she finds 

touring hard because it 
leaves her lacking in self-
love.

Talking about the crys-
tal-embellished bodysuit 
she wore to open her 2016 

‘Revival’ gigs, Gomez said: 
“I’m not going to lie, Brit-
ney Spears inspired it from 
‘Toxic’. I wanted to find a 
moment where that could 
kind of have its place. Still 
have the outfit! Do I put it 
on and try to sing? Some-
times.”

She stressed as a female 
it is harder to tour because 
of the pressure of multiple 
looks, reports femalefirst.
co.uk.

“It’s so hard to tour, and 
when you’re a female, be-
cause you have all of this 
pressure to add multiple 
looks throughout the show. 
You want it to pop but you 
have to make it comfortable 
for yourself and realistic to 
dance in or to perform in,” 
the singer added.

She said: “Tour is hard 
and it’s very difficult for me 
because I tend to just get 
into a place where I’m not 
filling myself up with self-

love, so how am 
I going to give 

it to all these 
p e o p l e ? 

But every 
moment 

o f  i t , 
i f  you 
p u t 

m e  o n 
a stage right 
now, it is the 
best feeling 
in the whole 

world.”

Elizabeth Olsen confirms ‘WandaVision’ 
will not be getting a second season
ANI | Washington 

American actor Elizabeth 
Olsen has weighed in on 
the future of the popular 

series ‘WandaVision’, and sadly, 
fans shouldn’t expect there to be 
a second season.

As per People magazine, the 
actor confirmed the news dur-
ing a recent conversation she 
had with actor Kaley Cuoco for 
Variety’s ‘Actor on Actor’ session.

When asked by the ‘Big Bang 
Theory’ alum about whether the 

popular show will come back, 
Olsen said “no” and added, “It’s 
definitely a limited series.”

Clarifying her comments, the 
‘Ingrid Goes West’ star further 
said, “I mean, I’m saying that. I 
don’t know. I mean, with Marvel, 
you can never say no. People die, 
people come back to life.”

Olsen then explained that she 
“would be shocked” if the series 
were to get renewed.

“The thing that I did learn 
through [my Facebook Watch 
series] Sorry for Your Loss and 

WandaVision is I love doing tel-
evision,” she explained.

The actor added, “I do miss, 
I think, the four-five week ex-
perience of making a film and 
that just feels so exciting and like 
camp for a little bit. But I think 
this six-month experience of re-
ally hard work with the same 
people [on a show], it’s exhaust-
ing [and] it just feels really good.”

‘WandaVision’ premiered on 
Disney+ in January and received 
an overwhelming response from 
both fans and critics alike.

The nine-episode series 
follows Wanda Maximoff 
(Olsen) and Vision (Paul 
Bettany) as they begin to 
suspect that something is 
awry in their idyllic sub-
urban neighbourhood.

Along with Olsen and 
Bettany, Kathryn Hahn (Ag-
atha Harkness), Teyonah Par-
ris (Monica Rambeau), Randall 
Park (Jimmy Woo), Kat Den-
nings (Darcy Lewis) and Evan 
Peters (Ralph Bohner) are 
also in the cast.

Jennifer Lopez excited for ‘a fresh 
start’ and is moving to LA from 
Miami amid Ben Affleck romance
Fox | Los Angeles

Jenny’s moving to a brand 
new block.

According to multiple re-
ports, Jennifer Lopez is looking 
to move from Miami to Los An-
geles after splitting from Alex 
Rodriguez and rekindling her 
romance with L.A.-based actor 
Ben Affleck.

A source told E! News that 
Lopez, 51, “is packing up her 
Miami rental” with plans to 
move west with her 13-year-old 
twins, Max and Emme, who she 
shares with ex-husband Marc 
Anthony.

“She will be between L.A. and 
the Hamptons this summer, but 
L.A. will be her base,” the insid-
er explained. “She is looking at 
schools for her kids in the fall.”

The move would put the 
“Hustlers” star closer to Af-
fleck, 48, which she’s looking 

forward to.
“She is excited about a fresh 

start and pursuing things with 
Ben,” said the source. “They 
will be at their L.A. home soon.”

It seems that the happy 
couple  has  been 
planning an excit-
ing season, as a 
source previously 
told People mag-
azine that they’ve 
been “discuss-
ing summer 
p l a n s ,”  a s 
t h e y  “ wa n t 
to spend as 
m u c h  t i m e 
together as 
possible.”

“They also 
want to take 
a trip,” add-
ed the insid-
er, who also 

noted that the “Dance Again” 
singer “is incredibly happy” 
to have resumed her romance 
with the “Justice League” star.

“They are both acting very 
comfortable in their relation-
ship,” they said.

Fox News has reached out to 
Lopez’s reps for comment.

Of course, a move to Los An-
geles could make work easier 
for Lopez, who recently signed 

a multi-year first-look deal 
with Netflix.

Through the deal, 
she and her pro-

ducing partner 
E l a i n e  G o l d -
smith-Thomas 
will be develop-

ing feature films, TV 
series, and unscripted 

content. Benny Medina 
is also a partner in the  
deal.

Leighton Meester to star in Netflix thriller adaptation of ‘The Weekend Away’
ANI | Washington 

Good news for all the 
Leighton Meester fans 

as the actor is set to return 
with her first lead film role 
in years. The ‘Gossip Girl’ 

actor has been roped in 
for the upcoming Netflix 
thriller ‘The Weekend 
Away’, an adaptation of 

the novel by Sarah Alder-
son.

As per Variety, along with 
Meester, the cast includes 

‘Batwoman’ actor Christina 
Wolfe, Ziad Bakri and Luke 
Norris. Alderson is adapting the 
screenplay, with Kim Farrant set 
to direct.

Speaking about the upcoming 
film, Alderson said, “I am so 
excited to see ‘The Weekend 
Away’ make it to the screen. 
To have adapted my own novel 
makes it even more special, and 
I am thrilled that Leighton will 
be bringing this character to 
life.”

The psychological thriller 

takes place amid a weekend 
getaway to Croatia that goes 
awry when a woman is accused 
of killing her best friend. As she 
attempts to clear her name and 
uncover the truth, her efforts 
unearth a painful secret.

Ben Pugh, Charlie Morrison 
and Erica Steinberg will pro-
duce ‘The Weekend Away’ for 
42 as part of their overall deal 
with Netflix. Kari Hatfield of 24 
is executive producing the film.

A prolific author, Alder-
son has published 20 books 

throughout her career such as 
the best-selling young adult 
novels ‘Hunting Lila’, ‘Losing 
Lila’, ‘The Sound’ and ‘Out of 
Control’. Her other works in-
clude the mind-bending thrill-
ers ‘In Her Eyes’, ‘Friends Like 
These’ and ‘The Stalker’.

Netflix’s ‘The Weekend Away’ 
will mark Meester’s first film 
role in some time. Her recent 
feature credits include the 2019 
crime drama ‘Semper Fi’ and 
the 2014 indie drama ‘By the  
Gun’.

Selena GomezJennifer Lopez

Bill Skarsgard Leighton Meester

Elizabeth Olsen



Patient Pavlyuchenkova reaches 
major final at 52nd attempt
Reuters | Paris

Russian Anastasia Pavly-
uchenkova held steady to 

beat an erratic Tamara Zidansek 
in straight sets on Thursday and 
reach the French Open final at 
her 52nd Grand Slam tourna-
ment.

The 29-year-old’s 7-5 6-3 win 
made her the woman with the 
most attempts ever needed to 
reach the final of one of the 
sport’s four majors.

It was reward for her pa-
tience throughout a career 
that has earned her 12 titles but 
none on the biggest of stages, 
and for her calmness against a 
player who blew hot and cold.

“I am so tired and so hap-
py, it is very emotional,” Pav-
lyuchenkova said on a sunlit 
Court Philippe Chatrier.

“It was difficult, I tried to 
fight very hard and to work on 
the tactical side. It is important 
to stay focused and in the right 
zone for the final on Saturday.”

While 31st seed Pavlyuchen-
kova had reached the quar-
ter-finals at six Grand Slams, 
Zidansek had only managed 
three match wins at Grand 
Slams before arriving in Paris.

Yet the 23-year-old Slovenian 
has flourished after knocking 
out former U.S. Open champion 
Bianca Andreescu in round one.

Her destructive forehand 
worked well initially and she 
broke Pavlyuchenkova’s open-
ing service game before holding 
to love. But she missed a smash 
at 2-1 as the Russian got back on 
level terms and then broke for 
a 5-3 lead.

Zidansek produced an in-
credible improvised lob vol-
ley and crunching forehand 
winners to break back and was 
15-40 when Pavlyuchenkova 
served at 5-5 but could not con-
vert the chance.

Pavlyuchenkova calmly ab-
sorbed Zidansek’s best shots 
and was gifted the first set with 
a double-fault.

Attempted comeback

The Russian forged 4-1 ahead 
in the second set and snuffed 
out an attempted Zidansek 
comeback, clinching victory 
when her opponent blazed a 
backhand wide, her 33rd un-
forced error.

There was little by way of 
celebration for Pavlyuchenk-
ova who looked relived more 
than anything as she became 
the first woman to require 50 
or more attempts to reach a 
Grand Slam final and the first 
Russian woman to make one 
since Maria Sharapova lost to 
Serena Williams at the 2015 
Australian Open.

“Definitely, trying to soak this 
in and enjoy as much as possi-
ble this very special moment 
for me,” Pavlyuchenkova, who 
took six more Grand Slam ap-
pearances to reach a final than 
previous record holder Roberta 
Vinci (who reached the U.S. 
Open final in her 44th in 2015), 
told reporters.

“I didn’t feel great today. I 
actually felt I was a bit negative 
on myself because I thought I 
expected myself playing

better. I just didn’t feel like I 
was playing good.”

Frenchwoman Marion Bar-
toli, who won her first Slam at 
Wimbledon in 2013, aged 28, 
said Pavlyuchenkova would be 
a worthy champion if she can 
triumph on Saturday.

“Not everyone can win their 
first Grand Slam at 19 or 20 
years of age. If she can grab the 
moment and make that title 
hers she will deserve it entire-
ly,” she told ITV Sport.

Zidansek was left to rue 
missed opportunities.

“The fact that I managed to 
play this well, got this far, just 
shows me that I can play on the 
big stage,” she said.

Djokovic gears up for big 
battle with historic rival Nadal

Reuters | Paris

Novak Djokovic predicted 
a “great battle” when he 

continues tennis’s most pro-
lific rivalry in Friday’s French 
Open semi-final against clay-
court king Rafa Nadal.

The pair have faced off 57 
times with Djokovic leading 
29-28. But Nadal has been 
his nemesis at Roland Garros 
winning seven of their eight 
clashes there including last 
year’s final which turned into 
a demolition job.

Unusually they are meeting 
in a semi-final rather than a fi-
nal, courtesy of Spaniard Nadal 
having dropped down to world 
number three and being placed 
in the same half of the draw as 
top seed Djokovic.

Should Djokovic manage 
to get the better of Nadal on 
Friday he will be favourite to 
take only his second French 
Open title having won it in 
2016 when Nadal abandoned 
the tournament because of a 
wrist injury.

Since then Nadal has been 
unbeatable, extending his re-
cord title haul to a jaw-drop-
ping 13.

“Obviously it’s a well-antic-
ipated semi-final,” Djokovic, 
who has 18 Grand Slam titles, 
two behind the men’s record 
shared by Nadal and Roger 
Federer, told reporters after 
beating heavy-hitting Ital-

ian Matteo Berrettini 6-3 6-2 
6-7(5) 7-5 in an intense duel on 
Wednesday.

“It ’s not like any other 
match. Let’s face it, it’s the 
biggest challenge that you can 
have playing on clay against 
Nadal on this court. It doesn’t 
get bigger than that.

“There’s that extra tension 
and expectations. The vibes 
are different walking on the 
court with him. But that’s why 
our rivalry has been historic I 
think for this sport.

“I’m confident. I believe I 
can win, otherwise I wouldn’t 
be here. Let’s have a great bat-
tle.”

Wednesday’s clash with Ber-
rettini was played in front of 
a raucous 5,000 crowd, until 
the 11 p.m. curfew kicked in 
midway through the fourth set 
and the fans departed.

Friday’s match will no doubt 
be played in a similar atmos-
phere as the two warriors go 
head to head yet again.

It was difficult, I tried 
to fight very hard and 
to work on the tactical 
side. It is important to 
stay focused and in the 
right zone for the final 

on Saturday
ANASTASIA PAVLYUCHENKOVA

It’s not like any other 
match. Let’s face 
it, it’s the biggest 

challenge that you can 
have playing on clay 

against Nadal on this 
court. It doesn’t get 

bigger than that
NOVAK DJOKOVIC

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova in action during her semi final match against 
Slovenia’s Tamara Zidansek

Novak Djokovic hits a return

Goretzka out 
of Germany’s 
opening Euro 
2020 clash 
against France
Reuters | London

Leon Goretzka has been 
ruled out of Germany’s 

opening Euro 2020 match 
against world champions 
France, it was confirmed 
Thursday.

The 26-year-old Bayern 
Munich midfielder is back 
in training after a leg injury, 
but will sit out Germany’s 
Group F match against the 
French on Tuesday.
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BAISAN INTERNATIONAL 
HOTEL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  WAITER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17712303  or  CORP@
DADABAI.COM
BATSCO CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17783886  or  info@batsco.net
Marafet Beauty Saloon has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
MANICURIST , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66685858  
or  NOOR@NOORVAPE.COM
V CAFE AND RESTAURANT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33344906  or  pixelmarketwll@
gmail.com
JOURY FOR ENTERTAINMENT 
AND RESTAURANTS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  RESTAURANT MANAGER 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17280798  or  
AALSUBAIEI@MASBIGROUP.COM

BAISAN INTERNATIONAL 
HOTEL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WAITER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17712303  or  CORP@DADABAI.
COM
BAHRAIN GUARDING SOLUTIONS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  SECURITY GUARD 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66393120  or  MALYAQOOB@
GULFCOMMERCIALSOLUTIONS.COM
BAHRAIN GUARDING SOLUTIONS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  SECURITY 
GUARD , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
66393120  or  MALYAQOOB@
GULFCOMMERCIALSOLUTIONS.COM
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons 
B.S.c. close has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  GUARD 
(ESTABLISHMENT SECURITY) 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17620672  or  
sayedshubbar@skaldurazi.com
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  WORKER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17703404  or  USMC@
BATELCO.COM.BH

FAKHRO SEWING MACHINES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  SALES 
SUPERVISOR (RETAIL TRADE) 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17343670  or  
FAKHRO68@HOTMAIL.COM
SALAH ALZAYANI OF 
FURNITURE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  SALESMAN 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36605177  or  
ACACIA42794@HOTMAIL.COM
SECURE SERVICES LIMITED 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  SECURITY GUARD 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17797998  or  HANAN.
KARIM@SECURESERVICES.BH
Oxima link electronics has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36764422  
or  AMMAR01235@GMAIL.COM
CPIC Abahsain Fiberglass 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17468532  or  MSYED@
ABAHSAIN.COM
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL 

CONTRACTS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  WORKER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17703404  or  USMC@
BATELCO.COM.BH
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  WORKER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17703404  or  USMC@
BATELCO.COM.BH
MCDONALDMS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WAITER 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17220000  or  HR@
FAKHRO.COM
PLAY RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  AUDITOR 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 16666661  or  ajit@
sevensholding.com
Professional Way Contracting 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  LABOURER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17822161  or  INFO@
PWCBH.COM
FIRST GULF TOURISM CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  SALES AGENT 

, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33004292  or  
alsalahgroup@hotmail.com
Architizer Trading W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SALES AGENT , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33520008  or  AL_SHAER_73@
HOTMAIL.COM
S and H FOR Electronic 
Devices Trading W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
SALES SPECIALIST , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33395295  or  AMERHEGAB2025@
GMAIL.COM
Abu hazar air conditioning 
and refrigeration W.l.l has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36345192  
or  ALIHAZAR1234@GMAIL.COM
TOSHIBA TRANSMISSION 
& DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS 
GULF W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  DIRECTOR 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17570387  or  
PERIHAN@TOSHIBA-TD.AE
Cafe Lilou has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WAITER , suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 
34399991  or  hrvp@alghalia.com
Noor Taiba Building Materials 
WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33442160  or  E_ELGNDY@
HOTMAIL.COM
Itineris Regional Business 
Services W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  MANAGER 
(PROJECT) , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17599031  
or  ADMIN@ITINERISRBS.COM
TAYF ALKOFEIA RESTAURANT 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WAITER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17006164
NAZ UNITED GENERAL TRADING 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34585743  
or  A_KULI333@HOTMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN BAYAN SCHOOL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
TEACHER(FINE ARTS) , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
77122255  or  ZAINAB.SHABAN@
BAYANSCHOOL.EDU.BH

VACANCIES
AVAILABLE
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Gulf Baz Logistics CO. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of  
STOREKEEPER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 69990032  or  
GULFBAZBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM

A - KARIM ALJAHROMI 
CONTRACTING COMPANY WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  LABOURER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17831000  or  
AKJCONT@BATELCO.COM.BH

Areena Contractor Group Co. S.P.C 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17245222  or  
ALANSARI@AREENAGROUP.COM

URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17131018  or  
AHMEDALKHAN@GMAIL.COM

MOHAMMAD ABDULLA 
ALAReedh CO.W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  DRIVER/
OPERATOR(CRANE) , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
38811122  or  ALI@ALAREEDH.COM

Bilal jamil khan for Other business 
support service activities C 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36848778  or  
JALALKHAN8383@GMAIL.COM

Seven Energy W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WELDER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17500791  or  hr@seven-
energy.com

Sadman construction co wll 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  MASON , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37728500  or  
hkbclearance@gmail.com

TURATH MANDALI RESTAURANT 
FOR GRILLS AND IRANIAN FOOD 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39468278  or  
ALI.QASSIM7@GMAIL.COM

AMMAR ABDULLA HASAN 
QATTAN /( NOOR ALI/7862  ) 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SEAMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39819232  or  
ali_10_10@hotmail.com

MOHAMED ABDULNABI ALI  
(RIHANNA ALRASUL / 12140) 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SEAMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39466236  or  
WIYAK@HOTMAIL.COM

ABDULAHUSAIN KHUDHUR 
&AHMED AND YOUSIF SNOS OF 
ALI AHMED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  CLEANER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36636622  or  ERAPROJECTS@
BATELCO.COM.BH

Prestige Class Office for moving 
home and office furniture has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  DRIVER(HEAVY VEHICLE) 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39787837  or  
PRESTIGECLASSBH@GMAIL.COM

ALKHABBAZ COLLECTION OF 
COOKING OIL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
39299322  or  ABOSAJAD234567@
ICLOUD.COM

FOUR WALLS INTERNATIONAL 
CO. S.P.C. OWNER 
ABDULMAJEED KHALID AWAD 
ALLAM has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  CASHIER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17215550  or  J.ELIAN@4444WALL.COM
8 stars Contracting Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77059992  or  
SKYSTAR.COMPANY@YAHOO.COM

Basmalah Second Hand Goods 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39854843  or  
ALDADA7211@GMAIL.COM

AL SALTANAH DOCUMENT 
CLEARING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36333817  or  WAQASNAWABKHAN@
GMAIL.COM

LEISURE INTERNATIONAL 
TRADING S.P.C has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  SALESMAN 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17388888  or  THOMAS@
LEISUREQATAR.COM
THE NEW IDEAL WELDING AND 
FABRICATION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  STEEL 
FABRICATOR , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17702950  or  
UDCBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM

Flash Star Car Services Co. W.l.l 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39335858  or  
TALALALNOAIMI@GMAIL.COM
Nour Al Dana Garage has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  MECHANIC , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38268660  or  HUSAIN.
HAJAIR@GMAIL.COM

RUBEENA CONTRACTING 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  SUPERVISOR 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39609881  or  RMNY.
NASIR@GMAIL.COM

Water Color Interiors (Middle 
East) W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  MASON , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 13699000  or  INFO@
WATERCOLORME.COM

European  Cleaning Services 
Bahraini Partnership Company 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66999599  or  
EUROPEAN102@GMAIL.COM

NASSER SAEED AL-HAJRI 
CORPORATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
PIPE-FITTER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17312220  or  
AHCGLOBLE@BATELCO.COM.BH

Sansaf Trading Co.W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33921167  or  
SANSAFTRADING@GMAIL.COM

GULF ASIA CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  SAFETY OFFICER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17312220  or  pradeep@
rpgroup.ae
Powered Access Platforms 
Bahrain W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE) , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17840787

ONENESS TRANSPORTING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
DRIVER , suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33138667

Danway Electrical & Mechanical 
Engineering L.L.C has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  ELECTRICIAN 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17297600  or  danbahrain@
danwayeme.com

CAFE BAZZA  W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WAITER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37322408  or  A.SAKR@
LEROYALGROUP.COM

SAKAN RIFFA INTERIOR DESIGN 
DECORATION S.P.C has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39862086  or  BIJUT@
BATELCO.COM.BH

668 cafe has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WAITER (GENERAL) 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33113352  or  668.BHR@
GMAIL.COM
ROSE PETALS BOUTIQUE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  DESIGNER(FASHION) , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33443892  or  VINEETHKTR@
YAHOO.COM

Krishna for Construction of 
Floating Structures W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
SALESMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39804140  or  
BALAJIKRISHNACONSTRUCTION.
BH@GMAIL.COM

Al Diyafah Marine Service WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39545365  or  
VKSALIL@GMAIL.COM

National Palace Building 
Construction W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38278298  or  
nationalpalacebuilding@gmail.com

DOWN TOWN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  STEEL CHIPPER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17404866  or  DOWNTOWN@
BATELCO.COM.BH

DOWN TOWN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  PLUMBER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17404866  or  DOWNTOWN@
BATELCO.COM.BH

ABNA ZUHAIR TRANSPORT 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  HEAVY DRIVER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17591881  or  AMZUHAIR@
HOTMAIL.COM

DOWN TOWN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  STEEL CHIPPER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17404866  or  DOWNTOWN@
BATELCO.COM.BH

MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. SPC 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17345051  or  
MAGICSHINE775@YAHOO.COM

VISSION CONSTRUCTION has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39300177  or  
TAHAHAJ@GMAIL.COM

ABRAJ ALKHAMIS TRADING S.P.C 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 17630580  or  
ABRAJKHAMIS786@GMAIL.COM

HAMOORABI BLACKSMITH 
& WELDING WORKSHOP has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
LABOURER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17668579  or  
S.FAISAL52@HOTMAIL.COM

AYUB QURESHI CONSTRUCTION 
has a vacancy for the occupation of  
SUPERVISOR , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39823801  or  
AYUBQURESHI5101@GMAIL.COM

Idroos Tissues S.P.C owned 
by Saleha Habeeb Idroos has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35123005  or  
HABEEBIDROOS@GMAIL.COM

ALMADANI HYDRAULIC REPAIR 
WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  MECHANIC , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
38792207  or  ALMADANIHUSSEIN@
YAHOO.COM

SM PINOY SUPER MARKET WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17736030  or  
GRANDMART.T@GMAIL.COM

TEA TIME PLEASURE 
RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39867872  or  HASH2H2@
GMAIL.COM

Tricon lenses company  S.P.C 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38847202  or  
marwan3390@gmail.com

Swift and Smooth Logistics 
Services Co. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33109342  or  
KPCONSULTING2000@GMAIL.COM

Farhee Jewellery Design Co. 
S.P.C owned by Qamar Ur Rehman 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33579743  or  
DHQAMER@GMAIL.COM

DTS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17319999  or  INFA@DTS.BH

Adaa Building Solutions W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  CONSTRUCTION WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17210147  or  ADAA.
BAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM

GREEN SKENAR ELECTRIC 
WORKSHOP SPC OWNED BY 
SARBJEET SING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33161222  or  SARBJEET2003@
YAHOO.COM

TIP TOP SALOON S P C has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  BARBER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39888293  or  
BAVAPUTHOOR@GMAIL.COM

ISTAR Bahraini partnership 
company has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36171122  or  ROUSHUTHAHA222@
GMAIL.COM

Majorca Cafe has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  LABOURER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33363151  or  MOHAMMED.
TOOQ@HOTMAIL.COM

ALPHA. PHARMACY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
ACCOUNTANT , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39885906  or  
INFO@ALPHABAHRAIN.COM
M K M H Decoration Bahraini 
partnership company has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36758776  or  
CITYCANYON7@GMAIL.COM

MUNICH SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  BARBER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
37392919  or  SWDALSHMRY594@
GMAIL.COM

GLORY COnTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
SUPERVISOR , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17550203  or  
NASRA@GLORYTELECOM.COM

ALEEM MOHAMMED FOR REPAIR 
OF MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT 
S.P.C Owned has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
35116399  or  ANAYA.BH21@
GMAIL.COM

AL MAKEENA AUTO SERVICES 
& SPARE PARTS Company W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  MECHANIC , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37745987  or  
GIGOJMAMPILLY@GMAIL.COM

KINDOM OF FLOWERS NURSERY 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  DRIVER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39909933  or  
ABRAHIM4321@gmail.com

ALRASHIDIYA GARDEN has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  HORSE 
BREEDER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17212200  or  
JASMI@DIYARALBAHRAIN.COM

HASAN MOHAMED SAEED ALI “ 
ALNWARS ALDAHOOK 1/ 7996 
“ has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SEAMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39719795  or  
LUMINASS3410@HOTMAIL.COM

SECURI CORE S.P.C OWNED 
BY RASHEED AL-FAWAZ has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17822228  or  HRGUARDS@
SECURICORE.BH

SECURI CORE S.P.C OWNED 
BY RASHEED AL-FAWAZ has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17822228  or  HRGUARDS@
SECURICORE.BH

REDX INDUSTRIES CO. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of  
STEEL CHIPPER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77454545  or  
REDXHR@REDXINDUSTRIES.COM

Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17712700  or  RASHEED@
SECURICORE.BH

MODERN KNOWLEDGE 
SCHOOLS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  ADMINISTRATOR 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17727712  or  MKSA51@
BATELCO.COM.BH

ALMATALA CONTRACTING 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  HEAVY 
DRIVER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39458212  
or  ABDULAZIZJABER4455@
HOTMAIL.COM

ZAKIYA BAKERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 677575  or  OM-JABAR@
HOTMAIL.COM

CENTURY FIVE TRADING EST. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of  
WORKER(SALES) , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33206972  or  
CENTURYFIVETRADING@GMAIL.
COM

AL JASRA BIKES RE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17713637  or  mohammed@
tarradah.com

FRUITAGE GULF has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17277227  or  SALEH.
ALMADHOOB@GMAIL.COM

911 MARKET has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  SALESMAN , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36499997  or  NAD.CCGROUP@
GMAIL.COM

NATIONAL CONCRETE COMAPNY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  SEAMAN , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17786665  or  sayed.saeed@
nccbahrain.com

FRESH BITES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
39861914  or  alromuse@yahoo.com

WADI DELMON FOR SALE AND 
TRADE OF CLOTHING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
SALESMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39784878  or  
ALI-H93@HOTMAIL.COM

ALMAYOUN AUTO SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  MECHANIC , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39617647  or  
ESSAMAOOFBH@GMAIL.COM

WADI ALSAIL GATE 
CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33367000  or  A_1999_A@
HOTMAIL.COM

UNIVERSAL FOUNDATIONS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
HEAVY DRIVER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17620673  or  
SKDGRPCO@BATELCO.COM.BH

UNIVERSAL FOUNDATIONS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
SHOVEL OPERATOR , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17620673  or  SKDGRPCO@
BATELCO.COM.BH

ABJAD ELECTRONICS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
SALESMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17332078  or  
HUSSAINFATHI14@YAHOO.COM

Areena Contractor Group Co. S.P.C 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17245222  or  
ALANSARI@AREENAGROUP.COM

Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17712700  or  RASHEED@
SECURICORE.BH

STYLO PHONE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  SALESMAN 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39150389  or  Mahammad.
mm55@gmail.com

VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

MR EKAM SINGH  
S/o of  GURJANT SINGH 
Resident of  VPO 
KHAIR,TEH NIHAL 
SINGH WALA, MOGA, 
PUNJAB INDIA PIN 
142055, Present address 
NABIH SALEH ROAD 
NUMBER 8017 ,BLOCK 
380,BLDNG 545 FLAT, 21  
And ,Miss SANDEEP KAUR 
Daughter of AMARJIT 
SINGH , Resident of RATTI 
BHILAM .HATHUR, 
JAGRAON, LUDHIANA 
, PUNJAB , INDIA PIN 
142031 
Permanent address 
DIRAZ ,ROAD NUMBER  
3819,BLOCK 538 ,BLDNG 
814 FLAT, 11 
Above mentioned Indian 
nationals are presently 
residing in the use have given 
notice of intended marriage 
between them under the 
foreign marriages act 1969. If 
any one has any objection to 
the proposed marriage he/
she should file the same with 
the undersigned according 
to the procedure laid down 
under the act within thirty 
days from the date of 
publication of this notice
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Patient Pavlyuchenkova reaches 
major final at 52nd attempt
Reuters | Paris

Russian Anastasia Pavly-
uchenkova held steady to 

beat an erratic Tamara Zidansek 
in straight sets on Thursday and 
reach the French Open final at 
her 52nd Grand Slam tourna-
ment.

The 29-year-old’s 7-5 6-3 win 
made her the woman with the 
most attempts ever needed to 
reach the final of one of the 
sport’s four majors.

It was reward for her pa-
tience throughout a career 
that has earned her 12 titles but 
none on the biggest of stages, 
and for her calmness against a 
player who blew hot and cold.

“I am so tired and so hap-
py, it is very emotional,” Pav-
lyuchenkova said on a sunlit 
Court Philippe Chatrier.

“It was difficult, I tried to 
fight very hard and to work on 
the tactical side. It is important 
to stay focused and in the right 
zone for the final on Saturday.”

While 31st seed Pavlyuchen-
kova had reached the quar-
ter-finals at six Grand Slams, 
Zidansek had only managed 
three match wins at Grand 
Slams before arriving in Paris.

Yet the 23-year-old Slovenian 
has flourished after knocking 
out former U.S. Open champion 
Bianca Andreescu in round one.

Her destructive forehand 
worked well initially and she 
broke Pavlyuchenkova’s open-
ing service game before holding 
to love. But she missed a smash 
at 2-1 as the Russian got back on 
level terms and then broke for 
a 5-3 lead.

Zidansek produced an in-
credible improvised lob vol-
ley and crunching forehand 
winners to break back and was 
15-40 when Pavlyuchenkova 
served at 5-5 but could not con-
vert the chance.

Pavlyuchenkova calmly ab-
sorbed Zidansek’s best shots 
and was gifted the first set with 
a double-fault.

Attempted comeback

The Russian forged 4-1 ahead 
in the second set and snuffed 
out an attempted Zidansek 
comeback, clinching victory 
when her opponent blazed a 
backhand wide, her 33rd un-
forced error.

There was little by way of 
celebration for Pavlyuchenk-
ova who looked relived more 
than anything as she became 
the first woman to require 50 
or more attempts to reach a 
Grand Slam final and the first 
Russian woman to make one 
since Maria Sharapova lost to 
Serena Williams at the 2015 
Australian Open.

“Definitely, trying to soak this 
in and enjoy as much as possi-
ble this very special moment 
for me,” Pavlyuchenkova, who 
took six more Grand Slam ap-
pearances to reach a final than 
previous record holder Roberta 
Vinci (who reached the U.S. 
Open final in her 44th in 2015), 
told reporters.

“I didn’t feel great today. I 
actually felt I was a bit negative 
on myself because I thought I 
expected myself playing

better. I just didn’t feel like I 
was playing good.”

Frenchwoman Marion Bar-
toli, who won her first Slam at 
Wimbledon in 2013, aged 28, 
said Pavlyuchenkova would be 
a worthy champion if she can 
triumph on Saturday.

“Not everyone can win their 
first Grand Slam at 19 or 20 
years of age. If she can grab the 
moment and make that title 
hers she will deserve it entire-
ly,” she told ITV Sport.

Zidansek was left to rue 
missed opportunities.

“The fact that I managed to 
play this well, got this far, just 
shows me that I can play on the 
big stage,” she said.

Djokovic gears up for big 
battle with historic rival Nadal

Reuters | Paris

Novak Djokovic predicted 
a “great battle” when he 

continues tennis’s most pro-
lific rivalry in Friday’s French 
Open semi-final against clay-
court king Rafa Nadal.

The pair have faced off 57 
times with Djokovic leading 
29-28. But Nadal has been 
his nemesis at Roland Garros 
winning seven of their eight 
clashes there including last 
year’s final which turned into 
a demolition job.

Unusually they are meeting 
in a semi-final rather than a fi-
nal, courtesy of Spaniard Nadal 
having dropped down to world 
number three and being placed 
in the same half of the draw as 
top seed Djokovic.

Should Djokovic manage 
to get the better of Nadal on 
Friday he will be favourite to 
take only his second French 
Open title having won it in 
2016 when Nadal abandoned 
the tournament because of a 
wrist injury.

Since then Nadal has been 
unbeatable, extending his re-
cord title haul to a jaw-drop-
ping 13.

“Obviously it’s a well-antic-
ipated semi-final,” Djokovic, 
who has 18 Grand Slam titles, 
two behind the men’s record 
shared by Nadal and Roger 
Federer, told reporters after 
beating heavy-hitting Ital-

ian Matteo Berrettini 6-3 6-2 
6-7(5) 7-5 in an intense duel on 
Wednesday.

“It ’s not like any other 
match. Let’s face it, it’s the 
biggest challenge that you can 
have playing on clay against 
Nadal on this court. It doesn’t 
get bigger than that.

“There’s that extra tension 
and expectations. The vibes 
are different walking on the 
court with him. But that’s why 
our rivalry has been historic I 
think for this sport.

“I’m confident. I believe I 
can win, otherwise I wouldn’t 
be here. Let’s have a great bat-
tle.”

Wednesday’s clash with Ber-
rettini was played in front of 
a raucous 5,000 crowd, until 
the 11 p.m. curfew kicked in 
midway through the fourth set 
and the fans departed.

Friday’s match will no doubt 
be played in a similar atmos-
phere as the two warriors go 
head to head yet again.

It was difficult, I tried 
to fight very hard and 
to work on the tactical 
side. It is important to 
stay focused and in the 
right zone for the final 

on Saturday
ANASTASIA PAVLYUCHENKOVA

It’s not like any other 
match. Let’s face 
it, it’s the biggest 

challenge that you can 
have playing on clay 

against Nadal on this 
court. It doesn’t get 

bigger than that
NOVAK DJOKOVIC

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova in action during her semi final match against 
Slovenia’s Tamara Zidansek

Novak Djokovic hits a return

Goretzka out 
of Germany’s 
opening Euro 
2020 clash 
against France
Reuters | London

Leon Goretzka has been 
ruled out of Germany’s 

opening Euro 2020 match 
against world champions 
France, it was confirmed 
Thursday.

The 26-year-old Bayern 
Munich midfielder is back 
in training after a leg injury, 
but will sit out Germany’s 
Group F match against the 
French on Tuesday.
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BAISAN INTERNATIONAL 
HOTEL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  WAITER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17712303  or  CORP@
DADABAI.COM
BATSCO CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17783886  or  info@batsco.net
Marafet Beauty Saloon has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
MANICURIST , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66685858  
or  NOOR@NOORVAPE.COM
V CAFE AND RESTAURANT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33344906  or  pixelmarketwll@
gmail.com
JOURY FOR ENTERTAINMENT 
AND RESTAURANTS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  RESTAURANT MANAGER 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17280798  or  
AALSUBAIEI@MASBIGROUP.COM

BAISAN INTERNATIONAL 
HOTEL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WAITER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17712303  or  CORP@DADABAI.
COM
BAHRAIN GUARDING SOLUTIONS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  SECURITY GUARD 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66393120  or  MALYAQOOB@
GULFCOMMERCIALSOLUTIONS.COM
BAHRAIN GUARDING SOLUTIONS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  SECURITY 
GUARD , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
66393120  or  MALYAQOOB@
GULFCOMMERCIALSOLUTIONS.COM
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons 
B.S.c. close has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  GUARD 
(ESTABLISHMENT SECURITY) 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17620672  or  
sayedshubbar@skaldurazi.com
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  WORKER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17703404  or  USMC@
BATELCO.COM.BH

FAKHRO SEWING MACHINES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  SALES 
SUPERVISOR (RETAIL TRADE) 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17343670  or  
FAKHRO68@HOTMAIL.COM
SALAH ALZAYANI OF 
FURNITURE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  SALESMAN 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36605177  or  
ACACIA42794@HOTMAIL.COM
SECURE SERVICES LIMITED 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  SECURITY GUARD 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17797998  or  HANAN.
KARIM@SECURESERVICES.BH
Oxima link electronics has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36764422  
or  AMMAR01235@GMAIL.COM
CPIC Abahsain Fiberglass 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17468532  or  MSYED@
ABAHSAIN.COM
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL 

CONTRACTS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  WORKER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17703404  or  USMC@
BATELCO.COM.BH
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  WORKER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17703404  or  USMC@
BATELCO.COM.BH
MCDONALDMS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WAITER 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17220000  or  HR@
FAKHRO.COM
PLAY RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  AUDITOR 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 16666661  or  ajit@
sevensholding.com
Professional Way Contracting 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  LABOURER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17822161  or  INFO@
PWCBH.COM
FIRST GULF TOURISM CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  SALES AGENT 

, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33004292  or  
alsalahgroup@hotmail.com
Architizer Trading W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SALES AGENT , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33520008  or  AL_SHAER_73@
HOTMAIL.COM
S and H FOR Electronic 
Devices Trading W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
SALES SPECIALIST , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33395295  or  AMERHEGAB2025@
GMAIL.COM
Abu hazar air conditioning 
and refrigeration W.l.l has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36345192  
or  ALIHAZAR1234@GMAIL.COM
TOSHIBA TRANSMISSION 
& DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS 
GULF W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  DIRECTOR 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17570387  or  
PERIHAN@TOSHIBA-TD.AE
Cafe Lilou has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WAITER , suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 
34399991  or  hrvp@alghalia.com
Noor Taiba Building Materials 
WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33442160  or  E_ELGNDY@
HOTMAIL.COM
Itineris Regional Business 
Services W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  MANAGER 
(PROJECT) , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17599031  
or  ADMIN@ITINERISRBS.COM
TAYF ALKOFEIA RESTAURANT 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WAITER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17006164
NAZ UNITED GENERAL TRADING 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34585743  
or  A_KULI333@HOTMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN BAYAN SCHOOL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
TEACHER(FINE ARTS) , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
77122255  or  ZAINAB.SHABAN@
BAYANSCHOOL.EDU.BH

VACANCIES
AVAILABLE
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Gulf Baz Logistics CO. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of  
STOREKEEPER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 69990032  or  
GULFBAZBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM

A - KARIM ALJAHROMI 
CONTRACTING COMPANY WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  LABOURER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17831000  or  
AKJCONT@BATELCO.COM.BH

Areena Contractor Group Co. S.P.C 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17245222  or  
ALANSARI@AREENAGROUP.COM

URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17131018  or  
AHMEDALKHAN@GMAIL.COM

MOHAMMAD ABDULLA 
ALAReedh CO.W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  DRIVER/
OPERATOR(CRANE) , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
38811122  or  ALI@ALAREEDH.COM

Bilal jamil khan for Other business 
support service activities C 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36848778  or  
JALALKHAN8383@GMAIL.COM

Seven Energy W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WELDER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17500791  or  hr@seven-
energy.com

Sadman construction co wll 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  MASON , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37728500  or  
hkbclearance@gmail.com

TURATH MANDALI RESTAURANT 
FOR GRILLS AND IRANIAN FOOD 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39468278  or  
ALI.QASSIM7@GMAIL.COM

AMMAR ABDULLA HASAN 
QATTAN /( NOOR ALI/7862  ) 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SEAMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39819232  or  
ali_10_10@hotmail.com

MOHAMED ABDULNABI ALI  
(RIHANNA ALRASUL / 12140) 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SEAMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39466236  or  
WIYAK@HOTMAIL.COM

ABDULAHUSAIN KHUDHUR 
&AHMED AND YOUSIF SNOS OF 
ALI AHMED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  CLEANER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36636622  or  ERAPROJECTS@
BATELCO.COM.BH

Prestige Class Office for moving 
home and office furniture has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  DRIVER(HEAVY VEHICLE) 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39787837  or  
PRESTIGECLASSBH@GMAIL.COM

ALKHABBAZ COLLECTION OF 
COOKING OIL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
39299322  or  ABOSAJAD234567@
ICLOUD.COM

FOUR WALLS INTERNATIONAL 
CO. S.P.C. OWNER 
ABDULMAJEED KHALID AWAD 
ALLAM has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  CASHIER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17215550  or  J.ELIAN@4444WALL.COM
8 stars Contracting Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77059992  or  
SKYSTAR.COMPANY@YAHOO.COM

Basmalah Second Hand Goods 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39854843  or  
ALDADA7211@GMAIL.COM

AL SALTANAH DOCUMENT 
CLEARING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36333817  or  WAQASNAWABKHAN@
GMAIL.COM

LEISURE INTERNATIONAL 
TRADING S.P.C has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  SALESMAN 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17388888  or  THOMAS@
LEISUREQATAR.COM
THE NEW IDEAL WELDING AND 
FABRICATION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  STEEL 
FABRICATOR , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17702950  or  
UDCBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM

Flash Star Car Services Co. W.l.l 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39335858  or  
TALALALNOAIMI@GMAIL.COM
Nour Al Dana Garage has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  MECHANIC , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38268660  or  HUSAIN.
HAJAIR@GMAIL.COM

RUBEENA CONTRACTING 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  SUPERVISOR 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39609881  or  RMNY.
NASIR@GMAIL.COM

Water Color Interiors (Middle 
East) W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  MASON , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 13699000  or  INFO@
WATERCOLORME.COM

European  Cleaning Services 
Bahraini Partnership Company 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66999599  or  
EUROPEAN102@GMAIL.COM

NASSER SAEED AL-HAJRI 
CORPORATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
PIPE-FITTER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17312220  or  
AHCGLOBLE@BATELCO.COM.BH

Sansaf Trading Co.W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33921167  or  
SANSAFTRADING@GMAIL.COM

GULF ASIA CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  SAFETY OFFICER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17312220  or  pradeep@
rpgroup.ae
Powered Access Platforms 
Bahrain W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE) , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17840787

ONENESS TRANSPORTING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
DRIVER , suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33138667

Danway Electrical & Mechanical 
Engineering L.L.C has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  ELECTRICIAN 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17297600  or  danbahrain@
danwayeme.com

CAFE BAZZA  W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WAITER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37322408  or  A.SAKR@
LEROYALGROUP.COM

SAKAN RIFFA INTERIOR DESIGN 
DECORATION S.P.C has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39862086  or  BIJUT@
BATELCO.COM.BH

668 cafe has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WAITER (GENERAL) 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33113352  or  668.BHR@
GMAIL.COM
ROSE PETALS BOUTIQUE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  DESIGNER(FASHION) , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33443892  or  VINEETHKTR@
YAHOO.COM

Krishna for Construction of 
Floating Structures W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
SALESMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39804140  or  
BALAJIKRISHNACONSTRUCTION.
BH@GMAIL.COM

Al Diyafah Marine Service WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39545365  or  
VKSALIL@GMAIL.COM

National Palace Building 
Construction W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38278298  or  
nationalpalacebuilding@gmail.com

DOWN TOWN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  STEEL CHIPPER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17404866  or  DOWNTOWN@
BATELCO.COM.BH

DOWN TOWN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  PLUMBER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17404866  or  DOWNTOWN@
BATELCO.COM.BH

ABNA ZUHAIR TRANSPORT 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  HEAVY DRIVER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17591881  or  AMZUHAIR@
HOTMAIL.COM

DOWN TOWN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  STEEL CHIPPER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17404866  or  DOWNTOWN@
BATELCO.COM.BH

MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. SPC 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17345051  or  
MAGICSHINE775@YAHOO.COM

VISSION CONSTRUCTION has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39300177  or  
TAHAHAJ@GMAIL.COM

ABRAJ ALKHAMIS TRADING S.P.C 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 17630580  or  
ABRAJKHAMIS786@GMAIL.COM

HAMOORABI BLACKSMITH 
& WELDING WORKSHOP has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
LABOURER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17668579  or  
S.FAISAL52@HOTMAIL.COM

AYUB QURESHI CONSTRUCTION 
has a vacancy for the occupation of  
SUPERVISOR , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39823801  or  
AYUBQURESHI5101@GMAIL.COM

Idroos Tissues S.P.C owned 
by Saleha Habeeb Idroos has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35123005  or  
HABEEBIDROOS@GMAIL.COM

ALMADANI HYDRAULIC REPAIR 
WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  MECHANIC , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
38792207  or  ALMADANIHUSSEIN@
YAHOO.COM

SM PINOY SUPER MARKET WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17736030  or  
GRANDMART.T@GMAIL.COM

TEA TIME PLEASURE 
RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39867872  or  HASH2H2@
GMAIL.COM

Tricon lenses company  S.P.C 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38847202  or  
marwan3390@gmail.com

Swift and Smooth Logistics 
Services Co. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33109342  or  
KPCONSULTING2000@GMAIL.COM

Farhee Jewellery Design Co. 
S.P.C owned by Qamar Ur Rehman 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33579743  or  
DHQAMER@GMAIL.COM

DTS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17319999  or  INFA@DTS.BH

Adaa Building Solutions W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  CONSTRUCTION WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17210147  or  ADAA.
BAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM

GREEN SKENAR ELECTRIC 
WORKSHOP SPC OWNED BY 
SARBJEET SING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33161222  or  SARBJEET2003@
YAHOO.COM

TIP TOP SALOON S P C has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  BARBER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39888293  or  
BAVAPUTHOOR@GMAIL.COM

ISTAR Bahraini partnership 
company has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36171122  or  ROUSHUTHAHA222@
GMAIL.COM

Majorca Cafe has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  LABOURER , 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33363151  or  MOHAMMED.
TOOQ@HOTMAIL.COM

ALPHA. PHARMACY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
ACCOUNTANT , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39885906  or  
INFO@ALPHABAHRAIN.COM
M K M H Decoration Bahraini 
partnership company has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36758776  or  
CITYCANYON7@GMAIL.COM

MUNICH SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of  BARBER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
37392919  or  SWDALSHMRY594@
GMAIL.COM

GLORY COnTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
SUPERVISOR , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17550203  or  
NASRA@GLORYTELECOM.COM

ALEEM MOHAMMED FOR REPAIR 
OF MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT 
S.P.C Owned has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
35116399  or  ANAYA.BH21@
GMAIL.COM

AL MAKEENA AUTO SERVICES 
& SPARE PARTS Company W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  MECHANIC , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37745987  or  
GIGOJMAMPILLY@GMAIL.COM

KINDOM OF FLOWERS NURSERY 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  DRIVER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39909933  or  
ABRAHIM4321@gmail.com

ALRASHIDIYA GARDEN has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  HORSE 
BREEDER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17212200  or  
JASMI@DIYARALBAHRAIN.COM

HASAN MOHAMED SAEED ALI “ 
ALNWARS ALDAHOOK 1/ 7996 
“ has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SEAMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39719795  or  
LUMINASS3410@HOTMAIL.COM

SECURI CORE S.P.C OWNED 
BY RASHEED AL-FAWAZ has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17822228  or  HRGUARDS@
SECURICORE.BH

SECURI CORE S.P.C OWNED 
BY RASHEED AL-FAWAZ has 
a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17822228  or  HRGUARDS@
SECURICORE.BH

REDX INDUSTRIES CO. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of  
STEEL CHIPPER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77454545  or  
REDXHR@REDXINDUSTRIES.COM

Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17712700  or  RASHEED@
SECURICORE.BH

MODERN KNOWLEDGE 
SCHOOLS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  ADMINISTRATOR 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17727712  or  MKSA51@
BATELCO.COM.BH

ALMATALA CONTRACTING 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  HEAVY 
DRIVER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39458212  
or  ABDULAZIZJABER4455@
HOTMAIL.COM

ZAKIYA BAKERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 677575  or  OM-JABAR@
HOTMAIL.COM

CENTURY FIVE TRADING EST. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of  
WORKER(SALES) , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33206972  or  
CENTURYFIVETRADING@GMAIL.
COM

AL JASRA BIKES RE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17713637  or  mohammed@
tarradah.com

FRUITAGE GULF has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17277227  or  SALEH.
ALMADHOOB@GMAIL.COM

911 MARKET has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  SALESMAN , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36499997  or  NAD.CCGROUP@
GMAIL.COM

NATIONAL CONCRETE COMAPNY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  SEAMAN , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17786665  or  sayed.saeed@
nccbahrain.com

FRESH BITES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of  WORKER , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
39861914  or  alromuse@yahoo.com

WADI DELMON FOR SALE AND 
TRADE OF CLOTHING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
SALESMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39784878  or  
ALI-H93@HOTMAIL.COM

ALMAYOUN AUTO SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  MECHANIC , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39617647  or  
ESSAMAOOFBH@GMAIL.COM

WADI ALSAIL GATE 
CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  WORKER 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33367000  or  A_1999_A@
HOTMAIL.COM

UNIVERSAL FOUNDATIONS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
HEAVY DRIVER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17620673  or  
SKDGRPCO@BATELCO.COM.BH

UNIVERSAL FOUNDATIONS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of  
SHOVEL OPERATOR , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17620673  or  SKDGRPCO@
BATELCO.COM.BH

ABJAD ELECTRONICS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of  
SALESMAN , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17332078  or  
HUSSAINFATHI14@YAHOO.COM

Areena Contractor Group Co. S.P.C 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  WORKER , suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17245222  or  
ALANSARI@AREENAGROUP.COM

Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of  SECURITY GUARD , suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17712700  or  RASHEED@
SECURICORE.BH

STYLO PHONE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of  SALESMAN 
, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39150389  or  Mahammad.
mm55@gmail.com

VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

MR EKAM SINGH  
S/o of  GURJANT SINGH 
Resident of  VPO 
KHAIR,TEH NIHAL 
SINGH WALA, MOGA, 
PUNJAB INDIA PIN 
142055, Present address 
NABIH SALEH ROAD 
NUMBER 8017 ,BLOCK 
380,BLDNG 545 FLAT, 21  
And ,Miss SANDEEP KAUR 
Daughter of AMARJIT 
SINGH , Resident of RATTI 
BHILAM .HATHUR, 
JAGRAON, LUDHIANA 
, PUNJAB , INDIA PIN 
142031 
Permanent address 
DIRAZ ,ROAD NUMBER  
3819,BLOCK 538 ,BLDNG 
814 FLAT, 11 
Above mentioned Indian 
nationals are presently 
residing in the use have given 
notice of intended marriage 
between them under the 
foreign marriages act 1969. If 
any one has any objection to 
the proposed marriage he/
she should file the same with 
the undersigned according 
to the procedure laid down 
under the act within thirty 
days from the date of 
publication of this notice

M A R R I A G E
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Shevchenko praises BRAVE 
CF for world-class offering
MMA superstar Valentina Shevchenko commends BRAVE CF’s work in production 
and promotion of athletes

• Shevchenko 
points out several 
characteristics that 
separate BRAVE CF 
from its competitors

TDT | Manama

The biggest names in 
sports and entertainment 
were in attendance for 

the historic BRAVE CF 51: THE 
FUTURE IS HERE in Minsk, Be-
larus last Friday, June 4th, and 
one of them who watched the 
event at cageside was mixed 
martial arts (MMA) superstar 
Valentina “Bullet” Shevchenko.

Considered the No. 1 women’s 
flyweight in the world today, the 
33-year-old native of Bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan has been competing 
in the sport for nearly two dec-
ades and has a wealth of experi-
ence under various promotions 
on her resume. 

Shevchenko, who was per-
sonally invited by the Bah-
rain-based organization to be 
one of the honorary guests that 
evening alongside Brazilian 
actor Caio Castro and football 
legend Alexander Hleb, com-
mended BRAVE CF’s work in its 
production and promotion of 
athletes in its maiden venture 
on Belarusian soil.

“I think it’s very good,” she 

said. “They did well to showcase 
not just the fight itself, but also 
to show the different side of 
the fighters. This is one of the 
most overlooked aspects in the 
lead-up to the fight because it 
resonates with the feeling and 
their spirit heading to the fight.”

“It’s very important because 
professional sport is not just 
about technique, but it’s also 
about the charisma of the fight-
er and their character. Side 
events such as press conferenc-
es and open training help in dis-
covering the personalities of the 
fighters,” Shevchenko added.

Keenly observing how the 
company operated during the 
week-long festivity, Shevchenko 
pointed out several characteris-
tics that separate BRAVE CF from 
its competitors. 

“I think the most important 
thing is a good spirit, the spirit 
of sportsmanship. I loved see-
ing the respect and definitely 
being an example of a good or-
ganization,” the UFC women’s 
flyweight titleholder stated. 

“It’s all in the details. If it 
works like a clock, then you can 
tell that it’s a good organiza-
tion. And for me to be here for 
four to five days, I can tell that 
they worked very smoothly,” she 
continued.

The protagonists of BRAVE CF 
51: THE FUTURE IS HERE put on 
a stunning show this past Fri-
day, showcasing heart, determi-
nation, and warrior spirit. There 
were thrilling performances 
from beginning to end, which 
made the aforementioned spec-
tacle one of the most entertain-

ing MMA cards of 2021.
Belarusian hometown hero 

Denis Maher kept his immac-
ulate professional record un-
scathed by authoring a first-
round stoppage victory over 
previously-unbeaten standout 
Rinat Sagyntay of Kazakhstan to 
extend his outstanding winning 
streak to eight bouts.

Meanwhile, Englishman Sam 
“The Future” Patterson raised 
his stock in BRAVE CF’s stacked 
lightweight division by toppling 
Ylies “Tupek” Djiroun of France 
via unanimous decision.

On the other hand, Maher’s 
compatriot Vadim Kutsyi put 
the entire super welterweight 
bracket on notice by defeating 
fellow debutant Daniyar “Doni” 
Abdibaev of Kyrgyzstan by way 
of unanimous decision.

Ronaldo scores as 
Portugal breeze 
past Israel 

AFP | Lisbon

Cristiano Ronaldo was on 
the score-sheet as Eu-

ropean champions Portugal 
beat Israel 4-0 on Wednes-
day in their final warm up 
for the defence of their title.

Manchester United star 
Bruno Fernandes bagged 
twice as Ronaldo and Joao 
Cancelo added for a com-
fortable win in Lisbon.

Ronaldo’s 44th minute 
strike was his 104th inter-
national goal in 175 match-
es, and leaves him five short 
of the record held by Iran’s 
Ali Daei.

“We put things right from 
the match against Spain,” 
Portugal coach Fernando 
Santos said regarding the 
0-0 draw with Spain in their 
previous match in Madrid.

“I know what we have to 
do to win, and I have great 
confidence in this team,” 
he said.

PSG sign Georginio Wijnaldum from Liverpool
AFP | Paris

Paris Saint-Germain have 
completed the signing of 

Dutch international midfield-
er Georginio Wijnaldum from 
Liverpool on a three-year deal, 
the French club announced 
yesterday.

Wijnaldum, 30, is a free 
agent with his contract at An-
field expiring at the end of this 
month, meaning there will be 
no transfer fee involved.

Barcelona had been keen to 
sign the former Feyenoord, 
PSV Eindhoven and Newcas-
tle United player, and are un-
derstood to have been close to 
completing a deal before PSG 
persuaded him to move to the 
Parc des Princes instead.

“Signing for Paris Saint-Ger-
main is a new challenge for 
me,” Wijnaldum, who is cur-
rently with the Netherlands 
squad preparing for Euro 
2020, said in a statement pub-
lished on PSG’s website.

“I’m joining one of the best 
squads in Europe and I want 
to bring all my desire and com-
mitment to this ambitious pro-
ject.”

Wijnaldum has spent the 
last five seasons at Liverpool 
and was a key player in the 
side that won the Champions 
League in 2019 as well as the 
Premier League title last year.

He is the first signing made 
by PSG since they missed out 
on the Ligue 1 title last month 
to Lille.

Inter Miami in talks over Messi move
AFP | Miami

Lionel Messi could move to 
Inter Miami as part of a 

new 10-year deal the Argen-
tinian superstar is negotiating 
with Barcelona, the owner of 
the Major League Soccer side 
said.

The Miami Herald newspa-
per reported that Inter owner 
Jorge Mas and co-owner Da-
vid Beckham have had “serious 
talks” with Messi about join-
ing the Florida franchise for a 
short-term stint built into his 
new Barcelona contract.

Reports in Spain have said 
that under the new deal pro-
posed by Barcelona, Messi will 
play two more seasons with the 
La Liga giants through to the 
end of the 2022-2023 campaign 
before ending his playing career 
with two seasons in Miami.

He would then return to Bar-
celona for six years in a “global 
ambassador” role.

Inter owner Mas told the 
Herald on Wednesday that 
he was optimistic that Messi 
would eventually play in Mi-
ami.

“David and I have been 
working really hard, we have 
aspirations of bringing the best 
players here and Leo Messi is 
a generational player, arguably 
the best player of all time,” Mas 
said.

“I am optimistic Messi will 
play in an Inter Miami shirt 
because I think it will complete 
the legacy of the greatest play-
er in our generation and will 

meet with the ambitions of the 
owners of Inter Miami to build 
a world class team.”

Speculation about Messi’s 
future has intensified with 
the 33-year-old out of contract 
with Barcelona at the end of 
this month.

The six-time Ballon D’Or 
winner told Spanish television 
last December he hoped to play 
in MLS eventually.

“I always had the dream of 
being able to enjoy and have 
the experience of living in the 
United States, experience what 
the league there is like,” Messi 
told the La Sexta channel in an 
interview.

Inter co-owner Beckham 
meanwhile said in February 
the club was working to entice 
star players of the calibre of 
Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo 
to the club.

“We always want to bring in 
great players,” Beckham said.

“Miami is a great pull for an-
yone and those kinds of players 
(Messi and Ronaldo) are the 
kind we aspire to bring here.”

Scotland to stand rather than 
kneel in anti-racism gesture

AFP | London

Scotland players will take a 
stand in an anti-racism ges-

ture ahead of their three Euro 
2020 group matches rather 
than taking the knee, the Scot-
tish Football Association (SFA) 
announced yesterday.

T h e  S c o t l a n d  s q u a d 
switched to standing for the 
start of their World Cup qual-
ifying campaign in March af-
ter head coach Steve Clarke 
claimed the knee gesture had 
become “a little bit diluted”.

The move followed sever-
al Scottish Premiership clubs 
switching gestures in a bid to 
reinforce the anti-racism mes-
sage in the aftermath of the ra-
cial abuse suffered by Rangers 
midfielder Glen Kamara in a 
Europa League match against 
Slavia Prague.

Slavia defender Ondrej 
Kudela received a 10-match 
ban from UEFA for the com-
ments he made to Kamara in 
March, ruling him out of the 
tournament for the Czechs.

England players and staff 
have committed to keep taking 
the knee as a sign of protest 
against racial prejudice during 
the tournament despite being 

booed by some of their own 
supporters during warm-up 
friendlies against Austria and 
Romania.

Scotland captain Andy Rob-
ertson said: “It is important we 
continue to tackle the issue of 
racism and raise awareness of 
the need to change people’s 
mindsets but also their behav-
iours.
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Scotland’s players gather for the national anthem ahead of a match (file photo)

Colombia’s Wilmar Barrios (Bottom) and Argentina’s Lionel Messi vie for the 
ball during a match (file photo)

Cristiano Ronaldo celebrates his 
104th international goal

They did well to 
showcase not just the 

fight itself, but also 
to show the different 
side of the fighters. 

This is one of the most 
overlooked aspects in 

the lead-up to the fight 
because it resonates 
with the feeling and 

their spirit heading to 
the fight

VALENTINA SHEVCHENKO

We always want 
to bring in great 

players. Miami is a 
great pull for anyone 

and those kinds of 
players (Messi and 
Ronaldo) are the 
kind we aspire to 

bring here
INTER CO-OWNER DAVID BECKHAM

The move followed 
several Scottish 

Premiership clubs 
switching gestures in 
a bid to reinforce the 
anti-racism message 

in the aftermath 
of the racial abuse 

suffered by Rangers 
midfielder Glen 

Kamara in a Europa 
League match against 

Slavia Prague

KNOW

BETTER

Valentina Shevchenko with BRAVE CF’s Carlos Kremer



Ineos’ Carapaz makes Tour de 
France statement at Swiss summit

AFP | Zurich

Ecuadorian rider Richard 
Carapaz won stage five of 

the Tour de Suisse yesterday 
to take the overall lead in the 
race at a summit finish at Leu-
kerbad.

In a statement of intent for 
the Tour de France which 
starts in two weeks, Ineos’ Car-
apaz showed dazzling form to 
seize the overall leader’s yel-
low jersey with a gutsy stage 
win.

The 2019 Giro d’Italia win-
ner caught Astana’s Jakob 

Fuglsang on the final ascent 
and edged a two-man dash for 
the line.

Thanks to his stage win, 
Carapaz now leads the race 
by 26 seconds from Fuglsang, 
with world champion Julian 
Alaphilippe in third at 33sec.

Carapaz is being supported 
at the Tour de Suisse by Ine-
os teammates Rohan Dennis, 
Luke Rowe and Eddie Dunbar.

Ineos have yet to name their 
final line-up for the Tour, 
but Carapaz as co-captain 
with Geraint Thomas looks  
likely.

Najma all set for Asian clubs handball championship

• Bahraini champions 
to begin tournament 
tomorrow with first 
match against Al 
Arabi of Qatar

• Other Group A 
opponents include 
NZS Kazerun of Iran, 
Alsalmiya of Kuwait and 
Mudhar of Saudi Arabia

TDT | Manama

Bahrain champions Al Najma 
get their campaign under-

way tomorrow in the 23rd Asian 
Men’s Club Handball League 
Championship in Jeddah.

The Bahrainis take on Al 
Arabi of Qatar in their first en-
counter, scheduled for an 8pm 
start as the last game of opening 
night.

Both teams are in Group A of 
the tournament’s first round, 
along with NZS Kazerun of Iran, 
Alsalmiya of Kuwait and Mud-
har of Saudi Arabia.

Group B consists of Al We-
hda of Saudi, Al Qatten of 
Yemen, Mes Kerman of Iran, 
Al Duhail of Qatar, Al Kuwait 

Club of Kuwait and AGMK of  
Uzbekistan.

Najma, who are back-to-back 
league champions and winners 
of the first-ever Khalid bin 
Hamad Handball Cup, will play 
their next game against Kazerun 
on Monday, before taking on 
Mudhar on Wednesday. Their 
last group fixture will be against 

Alsalmiya on Thursday.
The top two squads in each 

pool move on to the semi-fi-
nals, while the remaining teams 
play in classification matches on 
June 19. The bronze and gold 
medal games are then scheduled 
for June 21.

Najma have strengthened 
their side for the championship 

with the signing of Bosnia Her-
zegovina star Neven Stjepano-
vic as the team’s professional. 
The right back is a key player 
of European pro handball club 
RK Eurofarm Pelister, which 
competes in the Macedonian 
Handball Super League.

They will also be relying 
heavily on their deep roster of 
Bahraini internationals, who 
include Mohammed Abdulhus-
sain, Mahdi Saad, Belal Basham, 
Hassan Al Fardan, Ali Eid, Mo-
hammed Mirza, Mohammed 
Habib Nasser and Komail Mah-
foodh, among others.

Najma head into the tourna-
ment as the only Bahraini side. 
They are the only club from the 
Kingdom to have won the cham-
pionship in past editions, having 
taken the 2017 title when the 
event was played in Hyderabad, 
India. Najma have also won the 
silver and bronze medals once 
each.

Other Bahraini teams to taste 
some success in the competition 
are Al Hilal Club, who have won 
bronze twice before; and Al Ahli 
and Barbar, who had both one 
third place once each.

The clubs championship was 
supposed to be played last year, 
but was postponed by the AHF 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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World Cup-Asian Cup qualifiers to hot up
Group C leaders Iraq take on Hong Kong while Iran face off with Cambodia this evening in a pair of crucial games, as Bahrain 

watch intently from the sidelines

• Iraq currently lead 
Group C with 14 points 
while Iran are second 
with 12 points, each with 
two matches still to play

• Bahrain are idle 
tonight but continue 
to train under the 
supervision of head 
coach Helio Sousa 
ahead of final qualifier 
on Tuesday

TDT | Manama

Iraq and Iran will be looking 
to strengthen their strangle-
hold of the top two places in 

Group C tonight in joint-quali-
fication for the FIFA World Cup 
2022 and AFC Asian Cup 2023, 
while Bahrain watch intently 
from the sidelines.

Iran take on Cambodia at 
5.30pm at the National Stadium 
in Riffa, to be followed by Iraq 
facing Hong Kong at 7.30pm at 
the Shaikh Ali bin Mohammed 
Al Khalifa Stadium at Muharraq 
Club in Arad.

Iraq wll be hoping to maintain 
their lead on the group table 
where they currently have 14 

points, but cannot be compla-
cent against Hong Kong who 
are fourth in the group with five 
points.

The Iraqis won their previous 
meeting against Hong Kong 2-0 
in October of 2019.

Iraq’s Slovenian head coach 
Srecko Katanec said yester-
day that his team is ready for 
the match and that they know 
what they have to do. “The goal 

is always to win and maintain 
our lead,” he was quoted as  
saying.

Hong Kong midfielder Chan 
Shinchi expressed the players’ 
pride each time they take to the 
pitch, which will be no different 
tonight. “We will definitely not 
give up in the next two matches, 
because the opportunity to wear 
the Hong Kong jersey is a rare 
opportunity,” he said on the-

afc.com. “As a player, you will 
cherish it, and you will fight for 
it when you are on the pitch.”

The game will be the penul-
timate match for both Iraq and 
Hong Kong in qualifying.

Meanwhile, Iran will be hop-
ing for a repeat of their 14-0 
drubbing of Cambodia last Oc-
tober of 2019.

Iran have 12 points on the 
standings and are fresh from a 
3-0 win over Bahrain in their 
previous game earlier this week. 
Cambodia lost 1-4 against Iraq 
that same evening and tonight’s 
clash will be their final fixture in 
joint-qualification.

The Cambodians have just one 
point from their seven games so 
far, having lost six of them and 
drawing once. Iran are tied on 
points with Bahrain but have a 
superior goal difference.

The Bahrainis are not in action 
tonight but have continued to 
train under the supervision of 
head coach Helio Sousa at Al 
Ahli Club in Zinj.

Bahrain’s chances of finishing 
in the top two of the group have 
slimmed but will continue to 
fight until the last ball.

There are eight groups in all 
in this round of joint-qualifiers, 
with five nations in each group. 
At the end of this stage of quali-
fication, the eight group winners 

and the four best runners-up 
advance to the third round of 
World Cup qualifying, and also 
secure their berths in the Asian 
Cup.

The next best 24 teams will 
compete in a separate competi-
tion for the remaining 12 slots in 
the Asian Cup.

Bahrain national team players during training

Bahrain head coach Helio Sousa, left, during training

Iraq national team players warming up during practice

Richard Carapaz celebrates as he crosses the finish line

Al Najma’s Komail Mahfoodh in action for the team (file photo)
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There are eight groups 
in all in this round of 
joint-qualifiers, with 

the group winners and 
four best runners-up 

advancing to the third 
round of World Cup 

qualifying while also 
securing their berths 

in the Asian Cup
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Today’s games
5.30pm
Cambodia vs Iran
National Stadium, Riffa

7.30pm
Hong Kong vs Iraq
Shaikh Ali bin Mohammed Al 
Khalfa Stadium, Arad

Group C standings
  P W D L +/- Pts
Iraq 6 4 2 0 +10 14
Iran 6 4 0 2 +19 12
Bahrain 7 3 3 1 +7 12
Hong Kong 6 1 2 3 -4 5
Cambodia 7 0 1 6 -32 1


