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Israeli forces operated from Iraqg’s desert

AFP | Baghdad, Iraq

sraeli forces established a

makeshift base using an old
airstrip in Iraq’s desert dur-
ing the war against Iran, two
security officials told AFP on
Sunday, confirming a report by
The Wall Street Journal.

Early in the war, the troops
were detected in the Najaf de-
sert in the country’s southwest
and clashed with Iraqi forces,
killing one soldier and wound-
ing two others.

The security official said “Is-
raeli forces established a base
in an abandoned airstrip, built
by Saddam Hussein, in the Na-
jaf desert”.

“There are no longer forces
there, but they may have left
equipment,” he said, adding
that the Israeli operation “was
in coordination with the US”.

It was unclear how long the
forces were there or what their
mission was.

Reports of foreign troops in
the Najaf desert emerged early
in the war after a shepherd re-
ported seeing military activity.

On Saturday, the Wall Street
Journal reported that “Israel

set up a clandestine military
outpost in the Iraqi desert
to support its air campaign
against Iran”, quoting people
familiar with the matter in-
cluding US officials.

The report said that “Israel
built the installation, which
housed special forces and
served as a logistical hub for
the Israeli air force, just be-
fore the war started with the
knowledge of the US”.
Following the wsJ re-
port, an Iraqi
s e -

curity
spokes-
person
referred
journalists
to a previous
statement issued
on March 5.

At the time, Qais al-Mo-
hamadawi, Iraq’s deputy com-
mander of joint operations,
said that after receiving reports
of “individuals or movement in
the Najaf” desert, Iraq’s mili-
tary sent a force to investigate.

The troops came under

heavy aerial fire, leaving one
soldier dead and two others
wounded.

Reinforcements later
searched the area, but “did not
find anything”, Mohamadawi
said.

He added that at the site in
Najaf, “one force was providing
support to another that was
conducting reconnaissance or
setting up equipment”.

He said no foreign troops
were au-

thorised to be in that
location.

Another security official told
AFP on Sunday that there were
“indications that the operation
involved an Israeli technical
team under American military
protection”.

He also confirmed that the
foreign forces used an old air-
strip built by Saddam, and that
CH-57 Chinook helicopters
were seen on the site.

“There are no
longer mili-
tary person-
nel there,”

though they left

equipment behind,
including a radar,
probably used for
jamming.

The site was hidden in a val-
ley, “a location chosen care-
fully to avoid Iranian missile
strikes”, the official said.

The Najaf desert is vast
and largely uninhabit-
ed, making it difficult for
Iraqi forces to maintain

tight security there.

Diplomacy hangs
by a thread

Iran responds to US peace proposal

AFP | Tehran, Iran

ran responded to Washing-

ton’s latest peace proposal
yesterday.

According to state broad-
caster IRIB, Tehran’s response,
passed to Pakistani mediators,
focuses on ending the war “on
all fronts, especially Lebanon”
-- where Israel has kept up its
fight with Iran-backed Hezbol-
lah -- as well as on “ensuring
shipping security”. US President
Donald Trump had said he was
expecting Iran’s reply by Friday,
but as the wait dragged on, the
ceasefire in the Gulf came under
increasing strain.

Trump says US would need two weeks to hit all Iran targets

AFP | Washington, United
States

S President Donald Trump
has said in an interview
aired Sunday that it would only
take two weeks to hit “every
single target” in Iran, adding
that the Islamic republic was
“militarily defeated.”
In the interview with in-
dependent journalist Sharyl
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Attkisson, which was recorded
last week, he also called NATO
a “paper tiger” and accused
Washington’s allies of failing to
assist in the campaign against
Tehran.

“They’re militarily defeat-
ed. In their own minds, may-
be they don’t know that. But I
think they do,” Trump said in
the interview, before adding:
“That doesn’t mean they’re

done.”

He suggested the US mili-
tary could “go in for two more
weeks and do every single tar-
get. We have certain targets
that we wanted, and we’ve
done probably 70 percent of
them, but we have other tar-
gets that we could conceivably
hit.”

“Butevenif we didn’t do that,
you know, that would just be

final touches,”
Trump said.
On NATO, he
said the al-
liance “has
proven to be
apaper tiger.
They wer-
en’t there
to help.”

Lebanese army
arrests Iraqi man
for impersonating a
security official

Beirut, Lebanon

he Lebanese army said

yesterday that it had ar-
rested an Iraqi national for im-
personating an Iraqi security
official in Lebanon, the second
alleged high-level imposter
caught in recent months.

A military source told AFP
that the man had managed to
network with Lebanese se-
curity and intelligence offi-
cials, telling them he worked
at Iraq’s Beirut embassy.

The scandals have highlight-
ed the fragility of Lebanon’s
institutions, which are built
on a sect-based power-shar-
ing system in a country rife
with foreign interference, and
where personal connections
often play a key role in gaining
influence, money and privi-
lege.

An army statement said the
Iraqi man was arrested “for
impersonating an Iraqi secu-
rity official on Lebanese ter-
ritory, as a result of a surveil-
lance and security follow-up
operation”.

US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio
met Saturday with the
leader of Qatar, a key
intermediary. Qatar’s
Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani
met the previous day
with US Vice President
JD Vance to discuss
efforts to broker a
permanent peace.

® The US Navy,
meanwhile, is
blockading and
sometimes disabling or
diverting ships heading
to and from Iran’s ports.
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ongratulations to
Thiru C. Joseph Vi-
jay upon assuming the
office of Chief Minis-
ter of Tamil Nadu. Best
wishes for his tenure to
be an outstanding one.
The Central Government
will continue to work in
partnership with the Ta-
mil Nadu Government to
improve the lives of the
people.
@narendramodi

oday, we celebrate
the mothers whose
unwavering love, sac-
rifice, & strength help
mold the heart & soul of
our nation. To the mil-
lions of moms across
America—& to First Lady
Melania Trump & Sec-
ond Lady Usha Vance—
thank you. Happy Moth-
er’s Day from the White

House.
@POTUS

just spoke with Dr @
FreddyBanza5, the @
WHO staff still on board
of Mv Hondius, and cap-
tain Jan Dobrogowski to
get the latest updates. T
used the opportunity to
express my appreciation
(@ECDC_EU and the Dutch
medical teams on board.
@DrTedros
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he prisoner exchange
- 1,000 for 1,000 —
being prepared and must
take place. The Ameri-
cans assumed responsi-
bility for these guaran-
tees. Ukraine’s Coordi-
nation Headquarters has
handed over the lists for
one thousand POWs to the
Russian side.
@Zelenskyyua
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