
BE WHO YOU ARE AND SAY WHAT YOU FEEL, 
BECAUSE THOSE WHO MIND DON’T MATTER, 
AND THOSE WHO MATTER DON’T MIND
BERNARD M. BARUCH
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HISTORY
Holy Roman Emperor Freder-
ick I Barbarossa and 100,000 
crusaders depart Regensburg 
for the Third Crusade

Pennsylvania Hospital 
founded by Dr. Thomas 

Bond and Benjamin 
Franklin, in Philadelphia

British Prime Minister Spencer Perceval is assassinat-
ed by John Bellingham in the lobby of the House of 
Commons, London. Ironically, descendants of both later 
stand for the same seat in Parliament at the same time, 
but neither wins

More than 170 countries agree to extend 
the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty 

indefinitely and without conditions to 
prevent the spread of nuclear weapons

We have put together an ad hoc mission, co-led 
with the British, which has brought together 
50 countries and international organisations 
to enable, in a coordinated way with Iran and 

by deconflicting the situation with all the 
countries of the region and the United States, 
the resumption of maritime traffic as soon as 

conditions allow
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Today, we celebrate 
the mothers whose 

unwavering love, sac-
rifice, & strength help 
mold the heart & soul of 
our nation. To the mil-
lions of moms across 
America—& to First Lady 
Melania Trump & Sec-
ond Lady Usha Vance—
thank you. Happy Moth-
er’s Day from the White 
House.

@POTUS

I just spoke with Dr @
FreddyBanza5, the @

WHO staff still on board 
of MV Hondius, and cap-
tain Jan Dobrogowski to 
get the latest updates. I 
used the opportunity to 
express my appreciation 
@ECDC_EU and the Dutch 
medical teams on board.

@DrTedros

The prisoner exchange 
– 1,000 for 1,000 – is 

being prepared and must 
take place. The Ameri-
cans assumed responsi-
bility for these guaran-
tees. Ukraine’s Coordi-
nation Headquarters has 
handed over the lists for 
one thousand POWs to the 
Russian side.

@ZelenskyyUa

Congratulations to 
Thiru C. Joseph Vi-

jay upon assuming the 
office of Chief Minis-
ter of Tamil Nadu. Best 
wishes for his tenure to 
be an outstanding one. 
The Central Government 
will continue to work in 
partnership with the Ta-
mil Nadu Government to 
improve the lives of the 
people.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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KNOW WHAT

C A P T A I N ’ S  C O R N E R 

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

Betrayal Comes From 
Within

Betrayal has never 
been a path to glory or 

influence. It has always 
been a path to isolation 

and collapse. The 
traitor remains shunned 

by everyone, having 
lost his community and 
the trust of the people; 

meanwhile, for those 
who enlisted him, he 

is nothing more than a 
tool to be used and then 

discarded. The pages 
of history are full of 

examples that reinforce 
this truth.

What the Ministry of Interior has recently revealed 
about a cell linked to the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards—and the arrest of 41 individuals from within 

it who hold the ideology of “Walli-elfaqih”—places us at a criti-
cal turning point that requires pause, reflection, and a renewed 
reading of the scene with greater awareness and responsibility. 
This is to ensure that such betrayals—targeting our homeland, 
its security, and its stability—do not repeat themselves.

Despite the ordeal we 
have witnessed in recent 
days—harrowing times 
marked by hateful and 
criminal acts originat-
ing from a state that is 
assumed to be a neigh-
bor—we have seen time 
and again that it does not 
deal with Bahrain with 
the mindset of a neighbor 
determined to preserve 
the stability of the region. 
Instead, it has continued 
to pursue policies of in-
terference and escalation, 
along with attempts to 
tamper with our national 
security. In contrast, the 
Kingdom of Bahrain has 
managed to strengthen its 
political and diplomatic 
standing, transforming it 
into an influential factor 
in regional and interna-
tional equations and in 
the shaping of  deci-
sion-making—while that 
state remains locked in 
deepening political and 
economic isolation.

Yet what is most dan-
gerous, beyond the exter-
nal threat itself, is for betrayal to become an act originating 
from within—from people who sold their homeland before 
they betrayed their families and their communities. Anyone 
who places himself as an instrument in the hands of an outsider 
does not realize that, before anything else, he is endangering 
his own loved ones, his children, and the future of his society. 
History confirms that a traitor earns no respect from anyone: 
not his nation, which does not forgive him, and not the side 
that used him, which sees him only as a temporary paper—one 
whose validity ends when its role is over.

Betrayal has never been a path to glory or influence. It has 
always been a path to isolation and collapse. The traitor remains 
shunned by everyone, having lost his community and the trust 
of the people; meanwhile, for those who enlisted him, he is 
nothing more than a tool to be used and then discarded. The 
pages of history are full of examples that reinforce this truth.

If we reflect on some of the figures who have appeared on 
social media in the context of espionage cases and ties to outside 
powers, we find that many of them received their education in 
the enemy’s country. Some even wore the clerical turban and 
spoke on behalf of religion among the people—raising grave 
questions about the scale of the influence they may have exerted 
on segments of youth, and about how dangerous the ideas they 
sought to pass on—under a religious or ideological cover—truly 
are. Here we recall the words of Allah Almighty: “And the evil 
plot encompasses only those who devise it.” It is a divine reality 
that history has repeatedly proven: those who plot against their 
homeland ultimately reap nothing but loss.

Today, the Kingdom of Bahrain stands at a different phase by 
all measures—a phase defined by clarity in confronting anyone 
who has replaced national belonging with loyalty to the outside, 
and who has accepted being a follower of organizational and 
ideological projects linked to the Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
and the ideas of “Walli-elfaqih.” That is why we need, more 
than ever, unity of ranks, awareness, and cohesion of the peo-
ple—because the most dangerous bet the enemy places on is the 
fragmentation of societies and their division. Allah has warned 
us against this, saying: “And do not be like those who became 
divided and differed after the clear proofs had come to them.”

May Allah protect Bahrain—its leadership and its people—
bestow upon it the blessing of security and stability, and shield 
it from the schemes of schemers, the hatred of traitors, and all 
who intend harm to it.
 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune 
and the President of the Arab-African Unity Organisation for Relief, Human 
Rights and Counterterrorism)

Drones strike 
Strait again

Diplomacy hangs 
by a thread

• A  freighter sailing 
towards Qatar

• UAE accused Iran of 
targetting its territory

• South Korea reported 
unidentified aircraft 
had hit a cargo vessel

• United Kingdom 
Maritime Trade 
Operations centre said 
a bulk carrier reported 
being struck by an 
unknown projectile

• Iran’s neighbour 
Kuwait also reported 
an attempted attack

AFP | Tehran, Iran

Drones were launched at sev-
eral targets in the Gulf yes-

terday, with one hitting a freight-
er sailing towards Qatar, as Teh-
ran warned the United States 
that it would no longer hold back 
from retaliatory strikes.

The United Arab Emirates ac-
cused Iran of being behind an 
attack that targeted its territory, 
in what would be, if confirmed, 

only the second alleged strike on 
Gulf countries since the start of a 
month-old ceasefire.

Tehran's military chief Ali 

Abdollahi met the country's su-
preme leader Mojtaba Khamenei 
and, according to Iranian state 
television, received "new direc-

tives and guidance for the contin-
uation of operations to confront 
the enemy".

This came as South Korea re-
ported unidentified aircraft had 
hit a cargo vessel in the Strait of 
Hormuz last week, and Qatar's 
defence ministry said a freight-
er arriving in the country's wa-
ters from Abu Dhabi was hit by 
a drone on Sunday northeast of 
the port of Mesaieed.

The United Kingdom Maritime 
Trade Operations centre said 
the bulk carrier reported being 
struck by an unknown projectile. 
"There was a small fire that has 
been extinguished, there are no 
casualties. There is no reported 
environmental impact," it said.

Iran’s neighbour Kwuwait also 
reported an attempted attack.

“At dawn today, the armed 
forces detected a number of 
hostile drones in Kuwaiti air-
space, which were dealt with 
in accordance with established 
procedures,” the military posted.

In Seoul, defence ministry 
spokesman Park Il told report-
ers a cargo vessel had been hit 
on Monday and was damaged by 
fire before making its way to port 
in Dubai.

“On May 4, two unidentified 
aircraft struck the outer plate of 
the port-side ballast tank at the 
stern of the HMM Namu at rough-
ly one-minute intervals, causing 
flames and smoke,” he said.

Iran responds to US peace proposal
AFP |  Tehran, Iran

Iran responded to Washing-
ton’s latest peace proposal 

yesterday. 
According to state broad-

caster IRIB, Tehran’s response, 
passed to Pakistani mediators, 
focuses on ending the war “on 
all fronts, especially Lebanon” 
-- where Israel has kept up its 
fight with Iran-backed Hezbol-
lah -- as well as on “ensuring 
shipping security”. US President 
Donald Trump had said he was 
expecting Iran’s reply by Friday, 
but as the wait dragged on, the 
ceasefire in the Gulf came under 
increasing strain.

• US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio 
met Saturday with the 
leader of Qatar, a key 
intermediary. Qatar’s 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani 
met the previous day 
with US Vice President 
JD Vance to discuss 
efforts to broker a 
permanent peace.

• The US Navy, 
meanwhile, is 
blockading and 
sometimes disabling or 
diverting ships heading 
to and from Iran’s ports.

A strike on the Iranian-flagged tanker M/T Sea Star III

Israeli forces operated from Iraq’s desert
AFP | Baghdad, Iraq

Israeli forces established a 
makeshift base using an old 

airstrip in Iraq’s desert dur-
ing the war against Iran, two 
security officials told AFP on 
Sunday, confirming a report by 
The Wall Street Journal.

Early in the war, the troops 
were detected in the Najaf de-
sert in the country’s southwest 
and clashed with Iraqi forces, 
killing one soldier and wound-
ing two others.

The security official said “Is-
raeli forces established a base 
in an abandoned airstrip, built 
by Saddam Hussein, in the Na-
jaf desert”.

“There are no longer forces 
there, but they may have left 
equipment,” he said, adding 
that the Israeli operation “was 
in coordination with the US”.

It was unclear how long the 
forces were there or what their 
mission was.

Reports of foreign troops in 
the Najaf desert emerged early 
in the war after a shepherd re-
ported seeing military activity.

On Saturday, the Wall Street 
Journal reported that “Israel 

set up a clandestine military 
outpost in the Iraqi desert 
to support its air campaign 
against Iran”, quoting people 
familiar with the matter in-
cluding US officials.

The report said that “Israel 
built the installation, which 
housed special forces and 
served as a logistical hub for 
the Israeli air force, just be-
fore the war started with the 
knowledge of the US”.

Following the WSJ re-
port, an Iraqi 

s e -

c u r i t y 
spokes-
p e r s o n 
r e f e r r e d 
journal ists 
to a previous 
statement issued 
on March 5.

At the time, Qais al-Mo-
hamadawi, Iraq’s deputy com-
mander of joint operations, 
said that after receiving reports 
of “individuals or movement in 
the Najaf” desert, Iraq’s mili-
tary sent a force to investigate.

The troops came under 

heavy aerial fire, leaving one 
soldier dead and two others 
wounded.

R e i n f o r c e m e n t s  l a t e r 
searched the area, but “did not 
find anything”, Mohamadawi 
said.

He added that at the site in 
Najaf, “one force was providing 
support to another that was 
conducting reconnaissance or 
setting up equipment”.

He said no foreign troops 
w e r e  a u -

t h o r i s e d  t o  b e  i n  t h a t  
location.

Another security official told 
AFP on Sunday that there were 
“indications that the operation 
involved an Israeli technical 
team under American military 
protection”.

He also confirmed that the 
foreign forces used an old air-
strip built by Saddam, and that 
CH-57 Chinook helicopters 
w e r e seen on the site.

“There are no 
l o n g e r  m i l i -
tary person-

nel there,” 

though they  lef t 
equipment behind, 
including a radar, 

probably used for 
jamming.

The site was hidden in a val-
ley, “a location chosen care-
fully to avoid Iranian missile 
strikes”, the official said.

The Najaf desert is vast 
and largely uninhabit-
ed, making it difficult for 
Iraqi forces to maintain 

tight security there.

Trump says US would need two weeks to hit all Iran targets
AFP | Washington, United 
States

US President Donald Trump 
has said in an interview 

aired Sunday that it would only 
take two weeks to hit “every 
single target” in Iran, adding 
that the Islamic republic was 
“militarily defeated.”

In the interview with in-
dependent journalist Sharyl 

Attkisson, which was recorded 
last week, he also called NATO 
a “paper tiger” and accused 
Washington’s allies of failing to 
assist in the campaign against 
Tehran.

“They’re militarily defeat-
ed. In their own minds, may-
be they don’t know that. But I 
think they do,” Trump said in 
the interview, before adding: 
“That doesn’t mean they’re 

done.”
He suggested the US mili-

tary could “go in for two more 
weeks and do every single tar-
get. We have certain targets 
that we wanted, and we’ve 
done probably 70 percent of 
them, but we have other tar-
gets that we could conceivably  
hit.”

“But even if we didn’t do that, 
you know, that would just be 

final touches,” 
Trump said.

On NATO, he 
said  the al-
l iance “has 
proven to be 
a paper tiger. 
They wer-
en’t there 
to help.”

Iran war 'not over,' uranium 
must be removed: Netanyahu
AFP | Washington, United 
States

Iran's stockpile of enriched 
uranium must be "taken 

out" before the US-Israeli war 
against Iran can be considered 
over, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said in 
an interview yesterday. 

"It's not over, because there's 
still nuclear material -- en-

riched uranium -- that has to 
be taken out of Iran. There's 
still enrichment sites that 
have to be dismantled," Net-
anyahu said in an excerpt of 
an interview due to air later 
Sunday on CBS's "60 Minutes" 
programme. 

"You go in and you take it 
out," the Israeli leader said 
when asked how the uranium 
could be removed.

Lebanese army 
arrests Iraqi man 
for impersonating a 
security official
Beirut, Lebanon

The Lebanese army said 
yesterday that it had ar-

rested an Iraqi national for im-
personating an Iraqi security 
official in Lebanon, the second 
alleged high-level imposter 
caught in recent months.

A military source told AFP 
that the man had managed to 
network with Lebanese se-
curity and intelligence offi-
cials, telling them he worked 
at Iraq’s Beirut embassy.

The scandals have highlight-
ed the fragility of Lebanon’s 
institutions, which are built 
on a sect-based power-shar-
ing system in a country rife 
with foreign interference, and 
where personal connections 
often play a key role in gaining 
influence, money and privi-
lege.

An army statement said the 
Iraqi man was arrested “for 
impersonating an Iraqi secu-
rity official on Lebanese ter-
ritory, as a result of a surveil-
lance and security follow-up 
operation”.

Macron says France ‘never envisaged’ 
sending warships into Strait of Hormuz
Nairobi, Kenya

President Emmanuel Macron 
yesterday said that France 

had “never envisaged” a naval 
deployment in the Strait of Hor-
muz but rather a security mission 
that would be “coordinated with 
Iran”.

At a news conference in Nairo-
bi, Macron said he was sticking to 
his position opposing a blockade 
from either side, and to “reject 
any toll” to ensure ships are able 
to pass through the strategic wa-
terway.

Iran on Sunday warned of 
a “decisive and immediate re-
sponse” to any French or British 
deployments in the strait, after 
both announced they would send 
military vessels to the region.

“There was never any ques-

tion of a deployment but we are 
ready,” said Macron.

“We have put together an ad 
hoc mission, co-led with the Brit-
ish, which has brought together 
50 countries and international 
organisations to enable, in a co-
ordinated way with Iran and by 

deconflicting the situation with 
all the countries of the region and 
the United States, the resump-
tion of maritime traffic as soon 
as conditions allow,” he added.

Macron, in Africa for a summit 
in Nairobi, said the whole con-
tinent was “victim of the block-

ade” of the strait, through which 
normally passes most of the oil 
exported from the Middle East.

France last week announced 
that its aircraft carrier, the 
Charles de Gaulle, had passed 
through the Suez Canal in prepa-
ration for such a mission.

A damaged part of the South Korean cargo ship HMM Namu docked at a port in 
Dubai.

A lesser-known fact about the Strait of Hormuz is that several 
Gulf countries have spent billions building oil pipelines specifical-
ly to bypass the Strait in case it is blocked. Saudi Arabia operates 
the East–West Pipeline to the Red Sea, while the United Arab 
Emirates has a pipeline running from Abu Dhabi to the port of 
Fujairah on the Gulf of Oman — allowing some oil exports to avoid 
Hormuz entirely.

Despite all the concern over 
the Strait of Hormuz, there is 
no full alternative route for liq-
uefied natural gas exports from 
Qatar — one of the world’s 
biggest LNG exporters.


