
Israel bars Spain from Gaza centre
Tensions rise as Israel excludes Spain from post-war coordination efforts

• Netanyahu accuses 
Spain of hostility

• Spain recognised 
Palestinian state in 2024

• Ambassadors 
withdrawn by 
both nations

AFP | Jerusalem

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu yesterday ac‑
cused Spain of waging a 

diplomatic campaign against 
Israel after he barred Madrid 
from taking part in the work of 
a US‑led centre created to help 
stabilise post‑war Gaza.

Relations between Israel and 
Spain have deteriorated signifi‑
cantly since Madrid recognised 
a Palestinian state in 2024.

Both countries have with‑
drawn their ambassadors.

“I have instructed today to 

remove Spain’s representatives 
from the coordination centre in 
Kiryat Gat, after Spain has cho‑
sen repeatedly to stand against 
Israel,” Netanyahu said in a video 
statement.

“Those who attack the State 
of Israel instead of confronting 
terrorist regimes will not be our 
partners in shaping the region’s 
future.”

The Civil‑Military Coordina‑
tion Center (CMCC) in Kiryat 
Gat, a US‑led initiative, was set 
up after the Gaza ceasefire took 
effect on October 10, with the 
goal of monitoring the truce and 

facilitating the flow of human‑
itarian aid into the Palestinian  
territory.

As part of the CMCC, military 
personnel and diplomats from 
several other countries including 
France, Britain and the United 

Arab Emirates are present and 
participate in meetings on secu‑
rity and humanitarian issues in 
Gaza, devastated by more than 
two years of war.

Representatives of Spain had 
also been taking part.

Earlier yesterday, Israel’s for‑
eign ministry announced Israel 
had barred Spain from the cen‑
tre.

“Israel will not remain silent in 
the face of those who attack us,” 
Netanyahu said.

“I am not prepared to tolerate 
this hypocrisy and hostility. I will 
not allow any country to conduct 
a diplomatic war against us with‑
out facing an immediate price,” 
he said, referring to the decision 
to bar Madrid from the CMCC.

Spanish Prime Minister Pe‑
dro Sanchez has been one of the 
most vocal critics of Israel’s war 
on Gaza, which was sparked by 
Palestinian movement Hamas’s 
attack on Israel on October 7, 
2023.

He also opposed the US‑Israeli 
war with Iran that began with 
strikes on February 28.

Israel’s Foreign Minister Gide‑
on Sarr has previously accused 
the Spanish government of 
“standing with tyrants” by op‑
posing the US‑Israeli attacks on 
Iran.

Vance warns Iran before talks
US vice president cautions Tehran as fragile ceasefire faces mounting strain

• Vance warns 
Iran against playing 
Washington

• US accuses Tehran of 
blocking oil shipments

• Two-week 
truce falters

AFP | Washington

US Vice President JD Vance 
warned Iran yesterday 
against trying to “play” 

Washington, as he set off for talks 
in Islamabad aimed at transform‑
ing a fragile ceasefire into a last‑
ing peace deal.

Despite the temporary truce, 
deep divisions persist, with 
mounting concerns that Tehran 
has failed to uphold key com‑
mitments while attempting to 
deflect responsibility onto other 
actors.

Vance stressed that while the 

United States remains open to 
diplomacy, any attempt by Iran to 
manipulate the process would be 
met with a firm response.

“If the Iranians are willing to 
negotiate in good faith, we’re cer‑
tainly willing to extend the open 
hand,” he said, warning that any 
effort to “play” the United States 

would quickly be rejected.
Since the ceasefire took effect, 

US President Donald Trump has 
repeatedly criticised Iran’s han‑
dling of the strategically vital 
Strait of Hormuz, accusing Teh‑
ran of failing to restore normal 
shipping operations despite its 
commitments.

The waterway — a critical ar‑
tery for global energy supplies — 
remains heavily restricted, with 
only limited vessel movement, 
raising concerns that Iran is us‑
ing its control over the strait as 

leverage in negotiations.
Rather than adhering strictly 

to the agreed framework, Iran 
has sought to broaden the scope 
of the ceasefire by linking its par‑
ticipation in talks to unrelated 
regional developments, particu‑
larly Israeli military operations 
in Lebanon — a move widely seen 
as an attempt to shift focus away 
from its own obligations.

Iranian officials have also dis‑
missed the Islamabad talks as 
“meaningless,” further reinforc‑
ing doubts about Tehran’s will‑
ingness to engage constructively 
in the diplomatic process.

Artemis astronauts gird for re-entry and splashdown
AFP | Washington

The Artemis II astronauts 
conducted a historic lu‑

nar flyby, gathered invaluable 
data and took in unprecedented 
Moon views, but one of the most 
crucial moments of their 10‑day 
mission is still to come: yester‑
day’s splashdown.

Earlier this week, Americans 
Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover 
and Christina Koch along with 
Canadian Jeremy Hansen voy‑
aged further from Earth than 
any human before, in a mission 
considered a key stepping stone 
towards eventual crewed lunar 
landings, and more.

They are scheduled to splash 
down in the Pacific Ocean off 
the coast of San Diego at 5:07 

pm local time (0007 GMT), after 
which NASA and the military will 

help them get out of the cap‑
sule and fly them to a recovery  

ship.
Their journey has been rich 

in milestones and already re‑
sulted in stunning photo‑
graphs that have captivated 
the imaginations of people on  
Earth.

But until the astronauts are 
home safe, it’s too early to talk 
about success, NASA’s Associate 
Administrator Amit Kshatriya 
told a briefing Thursday.

“When we can start celebrat‑
ing is when we have a crew safe‑
ly in the medbay of the ship,” 
the high‑ranking official said. 
“That’s really when we can al‑
low the emotions to take over, 
and, you know, start talking 
about success.”

“We need to have the crew 
home before we do that.”

 Vital heat shield 
The stakes are particularly 

high given concerns that arose 
during Artemis I, a 2022 un‑
crewed test flight to the Moon 
and back that saw the Orion 
heat shield erode in unexpect‑
ed ways.

The heat shield is vital: During 
their reentry, the Orion space‑
craft will face temperatures 
peaking around 5,000 degrees 
Fahrenheit (2,760 degrees Celsi‑
us), or half as hot as the surface 
of the Sun.

The astronauts will come hur‑
tling back at a maximum velocity 
of 34,965 feet (10,657 meters) 
per second ‑‑ more than 30 times 
the speed of sound.

The heat shield is meant to 
slowly erode ‑‑ “ablate,” as NASA 

puts it ‑‑ to protect the capsule, 
a process that during Artemis I 
was disrupted.

To minimize any risk to the 
crew, NASA has changed the 
reentry path they had used in 
that test mission, after deter‑
mining it had played a role in the 
complications.

“We have high confidence in 
the system and the heat shield 
and the parachutes and the 
recovery systems we put to‑
gether,” Kshatriya said. “The 
engineering supports it, the 
Artemis I flight data supports 
it. All of our ground test sup‑
ports it. Our analysis supports  
it.”

“And tomorrow, the crew is 
going to put their lives behind 
that confidence.”

YOU CAN’T HELP GETTING OLDER, 
BUT YOU DON’T HAVE TO GET OLD
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If the Iranians are 
willing to negotiate 
in good faith, we’re 
certainly willing to 

extend the open hand
JD VANCE

1986
was the year Spain finally 

established diplomatic ties 
with Israel, following the 
death of dictator General 
Francisco Franco in 1975
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28 years ago today, the 
Good Friday Agree‑

ment was signed, one 
of Labour ’s proudest 
achievements. Working 
in Northern Ireland, I saw 
first‑hand the transfor‑
mation peace brought to 
communities. At a time 
of global instability, it re‑
minds us that peace must 
be built and protected.

@Keir_Starmer

Investing in community 
health workers‑espe‑

cially women‑and sup‑
porting their work is a 
game changer. Everyday 
heroes like Zamzam play 
a critical role in delivering 
life‑saving health & nutri‑
tion services to millions 
of vulnerable women & 
children in #Somalia & 
around the world.

@unicefchief

I’ve joined the heads of 
@IMFNews & @World‑

BankGroup to sound the 
alarm: the Middle East 
crisis is sending shock‑
waves through global food 
and energy markets—and 
hunger will skyrocket if 
this conflict rages on. To‑
gether we’re mobilizing 
to save lives & protect the 
most vulnerable.

@WFPChief

When roads are cut, 
access is blocked, 

and we need to reach peo‑
ple where others won’t go. 
@WFP_UNHAS flights are 
a lifeline. Irreplaceable. 
$48M from our emergen‑
cy fund for operations in 
Chad, DRC, Haiti, Kenya, 
Nigeria, South Sudan, Su‑
dan and Syria.

@UNReliefChief

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Israeli strike in south 
Lebanon kills 10 security 
personnel: security source
AFP | Beirut

An Israeli strike, one of 
multiple on the southern 

Lebanese city of Nabatiyeh 
yesterday, killed at least 10 
State Security personnel, a 
source from the government 
agency said, as Lebanon pre‑
pared to start ceasefire talks 
with Israel.

Naim Qassem, head of Iran‑
backed party and armed group 
Hezbollah, called on the Leba‑
nese state to stop giving “free 
concessions” to Israel, with 
the two governments due to 
begin negotiations next week 
to end the war that has left 
nearly 1,900 people in Leba‑
non dead.

The government banned 
Hezbollah’s military activities 
at the beginning of the latest 
war with Israel in March and 
is moving towards bilateral 
negotiations with Israel de‑
spite the opposition of Hez‑
bollah, which is represented 
in the cabinet and parliament.

The state‑run Nation‑
al News Agency (NNA) said 
“enemy warplanes launched 
a series of heavy strikes” on 
Nabatiyeh, including one in 
the vicinity of the government 
complex hitting the State Se‑
curity office.

An AFP photographer saw 
extensive damage at the 
site, where a fire was still  
raging.
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1868 1955 1968 2015
The Shogunate is 
abolished in Japan

Chartered Air India plane “Kashmir Princess” 
is bombed and crashes into the South China 
Sea in a failed assassination attempt on Zhou 
Enlai by a Kuomintang secret agent

US President Lyndon 
B. Johnson signs the 
1968 Civil Rights Act

Barack Obama and Raúl Castro 
meet in Panama, the first meeting 
of US and Cuban heads of state 
since the Cuban Revolution

First responders rush to the site of an Israeli airstrike that targeted the Lebanese State Security Center, in NabatiehWorkers wave as a truck of The Red Cross and Turkey’s Red Crescent leaves to send supplies to Iran, in Ankara Security personnel stand guard near the expected venue of the US-Iran talks in the Red Zone area of Islamabad

A man uses a bucket as he attempts to extinguish the burning vehicle of 
Palestinian journalist Mohammed Washeha after a strike in southern Gaza City 
(file photo)

Christina Koch (L), Jeremy Hansen (top), Reid Wiseman (R), and Victor Glover 
(bottom) posing for a group photo inside the Orion spacecraft

Ocean temperatures 
near record high in 
March: EU monitor
AFP | Paris

Ocean temperatures hit 
near‑record highs for 

March, the Copernicus Cli‑
mate Change Service said yes‑
terday, signalling a likely shift 
toward El Nino conditions that 
can amplify heat extremes on 
an already warming planet.

Copernicus said average sea 
surface temperatures were 
20.97C in March, the sec‑
ond‑highest value ever for the 
month, and the hottest since 
2024 during the last El Nino, 
when global heat records top‑
pled.

This reflected “a likely tran‑

sition toward El Nino condi‑
tions”, said Copernicus, the 
European Union’s global 
warming monitor.

Several meteorological agen‑
cies had predicted the return 
this year of El Nino, a natural 
climate cycle that warms Pacif‑
ic waters and can bring higher 
global temperatures and ex‑
treme weather.

The World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO) said last 
month an opposite, cooling La 
Nina cycle was tipped to give 
way to neutral conditions be‑
fore swinging into El Nino later 
this year.

Trump slams right-wing 
commentators who oppose Iran war
AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
angrily lashed out at mul‑

tiple well‑known conserva‑
tive commentators who have 
criticized his war against Iran, 
slamming his onetime allies 
as attention‑seeking “NUT  
JOBS.”

“They’re stupid people, they 
know it, their families know 
it, and everyone else knows it, 
too!” Trump wrote in a nearly 
500‑word social media diatribe.

In the president’s cross‑
hairs were Tucker Carlson and 
Megyn Kelly ‑‑ two former Fox 
News hosts turned independent 
podcasters ‑‑ as well as Can‑
dace Owens and Alex Jones, 
also podcasters and prominent 
conspiracy theorists.

All four have vocally criti‑
cized Trump over the war, 
slamming him for abandoning 
his anti‑war campaign prom‑
ises and ‑‑ to varying degrees 
‑‑ accusing him of bowing to 
pressure from Israel to launch 

the conflict.
Their criticism has highlight‑

ed a divide among Trump’s sup‑
porters over the war, a potential 
major political risk for the Re‑
publican Party heading into the 
November midterm elections.

“They don’t have what it 
takes, and they never did! 
They’ve all been thrown off 
Television, lost their Shows, 
and aren’t even invited on TV 
because nobody cares about 
them, they’re NUT JOBS, TROU‑
BLEMAKERS, and will say any‑
thing necessary for some ‘free’ 
and cheap publicity,” he com‑
plained.

While all four have been 
backers of the president ’s 
“Make America Great Again” 
movement, some have feuded 
with the president.

US President Donald Trump and 
Tucker Carlson

US Vice President JD Vance speaks to reporters before boarding Air Force Two

Israel approves 
34 new 
West Bank 
settlements: 
media, NGO
AFP | Ramallah

Israel has approved the 
establishment of 34 new 

settlements in the occu‑
pied West Bank, according 
to Israeli media reports and 
the watchdog Peace Now, 
which said the decision was 
taken “secretly” in early  
April.

“The security cabinet se‑
cretly decided to establish 
34 new settlements,” Peace 
Now said in a statement re‑
leased late on Thursday.

The 34 settlements come 
on top of 68 others already 
approved since Prime Min‑
ister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
right‑wing government 
came to power in 2022.

The decision has not 
been officially published 
by any government body, 
and the defense ministry, 
in charge of settlements in 
the occupied West Bank, 
declined to respond to  
questions.

“We are not addressing 
this issue,” a spokesperson 
for the ministry said.

Trump says Iran has ‘no cards’ 
beyond Hormuz control
President Donald Trump said 

yesterday that Iran has “no 
cards” in upcoming talks with 
the United States ‑‑ apart from 
Tehran’s effective stranglehold 
on the crucial Strait of Hormuz 
shipping channel.

“The Iranians don’t seem 

to realize they have no cards, 
other than a short term ex‑
tortion of the World by using 
International Waterways. The 
only reason they are alive to‑
day is to negotiate!” Trump 
said on his  Truth Social  
network.


