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Iran vowed yesterday that not 
one litre of oil would be ex-
ported from the Gulf while 

the United States and Israel con-
tinue their bombardment, as the 
United Arab Emirates closed its 
biggest oil refinery after a drone 
attack.

The region's biggest sin-
gle-site oil refinery, at Ruwais 
in the UAE, was closed yesterday 
as a precaution after a drone 
attack on the industrial complex 
which houses it caused a fire, a 
source familiar with the situa-
tion told AFP.

"The Strait of Hormuz will 
either be a strait of peace and 
prosperity for all or will be a 
strait of defeat and suffering for 
warmongers," Iran's security 
chief Ali Larijani declared.

The price increase also fol-
lowed strikes on oil depots in 
Iran and after attacks on oil 
infrastructure in Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain and around the Gulf, 
which continued on Tuesday, 
with explosions heard in Doha.

Qatar, where a suspension of 
LNG exports has sent Europe-
an energy prices sky-high, said 
Iranian attacks on its civilian 
infrastructure were continuing.

The Israeli  military an-
nounced meanwhile a new wave 
of attacks on Tehran, while the 
US also stepped up its air and 
missile assault.

"Today will be yet again our 
most intense day of strikes in-
side Iran," Defense Secretary 
Pete Hegseth told a news con-

ference at the Pentagon.

UN rights chief slams 
dangerous ‘tit-for-tat dynamic’ 
in Mideast war

The United Nations rights 
chief voiced alarm at the deep-
ening impact of the Middle East 
conflict on civilians, warning of 
the dangers of the seeming “tit-
for-tat dynamic” between the 
warring sides.“This apparent 
tit-for-tat dynamic, involving 
essential infrastructure with 
extremely significant civilian 
impacts, will only increase risks 
for civilian populations more 
broadly, with potentially dire 
consequences across the entire 
region,” Volker Turk said. 
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It’s going to be 
ended soon, and if 
it starts up again 
they’ll be hit even 

harder. We’ve 
already won in 
many ways, but 
we haven’t won 

enough
DONALD TRUMP, THE US PRES-

IDENT 

The Strait of Hormuz 
will either be a 

strait of peace and 
prosperity for all 

or will be a strait of 
defeat and suffering 

for warmongers 
IRAN’S SECURITY CHIEF ALI LARIJANI 

There would be catastrophic consequences 
for the world’s oil markets the longer the 

disruption goes on, and the more drastic the 
consequences for the global economy. It’s 

absolutely critical that shipping resumes in the 
Strait of Hormuz.

 SAUDI OIL GIANT ARAMCO’S PRESIDENT AND CEO AMIN H. NASSER
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Warm greetings to 
all personnel of 

the Central Industrial 
Security Force on their 
Raising Day. Known for 
their determination, dis-
cipline and dedication, 
CISF plays a vital role 
in safeguarding critical 
infrastructure across 
the nation. Their unwa-
vering commitment to 
duty contributes greatly 
to India’s security and 
progress.

@narendramodi

Imet Prime Minister @
RobertFicoSVK  in Paris 

today. We discussed the 
need for affordable ener-
gy prices for Europeans 
while maintaining secure 
supplies for Slovakia and 
the EU. Our energy inde-
pendence is at stake.

@vonderleyen

We are ready to share 
our expertise to 

prevent the expansion of 
war and protect lives, but 
at the same time, Ukraine 
needs to strengthen its 
own air defense, and we 
are counting on appro-
priate support from our 
partners.

@ZelenskyyUa

Gender equality is a 
catalyst for peace, 

development, human 
rights & a more just mul-
tilateral system. Through 
the @UN  Gender Equali-
ty Acceleration Plan, we 
will continue to champi-
on the rights, dignity & 
leadership of all women 
& girls.

@antonioguterres
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War will end soon: Trump Iran: we will decide when
Iran’s security chief Ali Larijani issued a thinly veiled threat to Trump himself, warning 
him to be careful "not to be eliminated". “Iran is not afraid of your empty threats. Even 

those greater than you could not eliminate the Iranian nation.”

But, in a later post on his social media platform, Trump warned that if Tehran interferes 
with oil exports, the US military will bomb the country in such a way to "make it virtually 
impossible for Iran to ever be built back, as a nation, again." "Death, fire, and fury will reign 
upon them — But I hope, and pray, that it does not happen!" he wrote.

The Iranian armed forces... will not allow the export of a single litre of oil from the region to 
the hostile side and its partners until further notice.” “It is we who will determine the end of 
the war,” the IRGC, seen as close to Iran’s new supreme leader Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, 

said in a statement carried by Iranian media.

Pentagon chief says US intensifying strikes on Iran
AFP | Washington, United States

US attacks on Iran will hit a 
new intensity Tuesday and 

the war will continue as long 
as President Donald Trump de-
cides, Pentagon chief Pete Heg-
seth said.

"Today will be yet again, our 
most intense day of strikes in-
side Iran -- the most fighters, the 
most bombers," Hegseth told a 
news conference at the Penta-
gon more than 10 days into the 
US-Israeli war against the Islam-

ic republic.
As for a timeline for the war, 

Trump "gets to control the throt-
tle. He's the one deciding," Heg-
seth said.

"It's not for me to posit wheth-
er it's the beginning, the middle 
or the end," the defense secretary 
said.

Trump had said the previous 
day that the war could end "very 
soon," but remained vague.

Among the goals is destruction 
of Iran's navy, which has been 
targeted with "artillery, fighters, 

bombers and sea-launched mis-
siles," General Dan Caine, the top 
US military officer, said alongside 
Hegseth on Tuesday.

Caine said US forces continue 
"to hunt and strike mine-laying 
vessels and mine storage facili-
ties" -- weapons Iran could use 
to block maritime traffic.

Hegseth meanwhile accused 
Iran of "moving rocket launch-
ers into civilian neighborhoods, 
near schools, near hospitals to try 
to prevent our ability to strike," 
saying "that's how they operate."

"The last 24 hours have seen 
Iran fire the lowest number of 
missiles they've been capable of 
firing yet," he said.

Southern Iran 
airport damaged in 
US, Israeli strikes
Tehran, Iran

US and Israeli strikes have 
hit an airport in southern 

Iran, damaging part of the 
site as well as aircraft, local 
media reported yesterday. 

"Following an Ameri-
can-Zionist attack on Ker-
man Airport, part of it was 
damaged and two old, out-
of-service aircraft were hit," 
Iran's Tasnim news agency 
said, quoting a statement 
from the governor's office 
in the southern province of 
Kerman.

Drone attack causes fire, no casualties in UAE 
industrial area: statement
AFP | Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates

A drone attack caused a fire 
in an industrial zone in the 

emirate of Abu Dhabi on Tues-
day, UAE authorities said, in an 

area that houses oil and energy 
infrastructure.

“Authorities in the Emirate 
of Abu Dhabi are responding 
to a fire at a facility within 
the Ruwais Industrial City, 
caused by a drone attack. No 

injuries have been reported 
so far,” the Abu Dhabi me-
dia office said in a statement  
on X.

Authorities did not say 
whether any energy infrastruc-
ture had been hit.

US cardinal condemns Iran war as ‘not morally legitimate’
AFP | Vatican City, Holy See

American Cardinal Robert 
McElroy, the archbishop 

of Washington, has said the US 
war in Iran is “not morally legit-
imate”, adopting a stronger tone 
than that of Pope Leo XIV.

In an interview with the 
Catholic Standard, the maga-
zine of the Diocese of Wash-
ington, the cardinal 
said the war did 
not meet the crite-
rion for a “morally 
legitimate war” un-
der Catholic teaching 
because United States 
had not responded 
to an “existing 
or imminent 

and objectively verifiable at-
tack by Iran”. “As Pope Benedict 
declared categorically, Catholic 
teaching does not support pre-
ventative war, ie a war justified 
by speculation about events in 
the future,” he said in the inter-
view published online Monday.

Nor should the war drag on, 
he said, “lurching from goal to 
goal and from strategy to strate-

gy” given the US government’s 
aims in attacking Iran have 
been “absolutely unclear.”

“There is a logic to war that 
presses onward, escalating 

in its dimensions and 
timeline. Our 

country has 
fallen vic-

t i m  t o 

this logic of war in the recent 
past, especially in the Middle 
East,” he said, warning of an 
“ongoing morass in Iran”.

“Lebanon may fall into civil 
war. The world’s oil supply is 
under great strain. The potential 
disintegration of Iran could well 
produce new and dangerous 
realities. And the possibility of 
immense casualties on all sides 
is immense,” he added.

At the weekend, another sen-
ior American cardinal, Blase Cu-
pich, described a White House 
video montage that mixed Hol-
lywood film clips with real foot-
age of strikes on Iran as “horri-
fying” and “sickening.”

The statements by the cardi-
nals contrast with the restraint 

shown by Leo XIV, who has not 
directly condemned the strikes 
carried out by the United States 
and Israel against Iran.

In recent weeks, the first 
American pope has opted for 
a strategy of delegating to the 
Church’s hierarchy the strong-
est reactions to various con-
flicts, including controversial 
policies of US President Donald 
Trump, sources have told AFP.

The Holy See traditionally 
maintains diplomatic neutrality. 
But its top diplomat, Italian Car-
dinal Pietro Parolin who serves 
as secretary of state, last week 
warned against the “erosion of 
international law” and the con-
cept of a “preventative war” on 
Iran.

Qatar says attacks on region’s energy facilities have ’repercussions throughout world’

• Iran’s foreign 
minister said Tuesday 
that talks with the 
United States were 
not on the agenda 
as their war entered 
its 11th day. “I don’t 
think talking with 
the Americans would 
be on our agenda 
anymore,” Abbas 
Araghchi told PBS 
News, saying Tehran 
had a “very bitter 
experience” during 
previous negotiations 
with the US.

• Israel’s Netanyahu 
warns ‘we are not 
done yet’ in Iran

• Iraq PM tells US 
Rubio Iraqi airspace 
must not be used 
against neighbours

• Denmark and 
the Netherlands 
announced Tuesday 
that they are 
relocating their 
respective embassy 
staff in Tehran to 
Azerbaijan. The move 
follows Spain, Austria 
and Italy, which are 
among the countries 
to have temporarily 
closed and relocate 
their embassies to 
Baku in recent days 
as the US-Israel war 
on Iran continues.

• Syria appointed 
a senior Kurdish 
military official as 
regional assistant 
defence minister on 
Tuesday, following 
a deal to integrate 
Kurd forces into 
the state. “Sipan 
Hamo has been 
appointed Assistant 
Minister of Defence 
for the eastern 
region,” a defence 
ministry official said 
in a statement.

Oil prices briefly surged above $119 a barrel on Monday before plunging to around $84

Iran arrests 30 people, including 
foreigner, accused of spying: ministry
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran’s intelligence ministry 
announced on Tuesday the 

arrests of 30 people accused of 
spying, including one foreigner, 

on the 11th day of the Middle 
East war. The foreigner, whose 
nationality was not revealed, 
“was spying on behalf of two 
Persian Gulf countries in the 

name of the American-Zionist 
enemy” and was arrested in 
northeastern Iran, the ministry 
said in a statement published 
by the judiciary’s Mizan news. 

A view of Iran’s Kharg Island, which hosts the country’s main crude export terminal and is responsible for the 
overwhelming majority of its oil shipments to the world, about 25 kilometres south of the mainland in the north of the 
Gulf

Travellers 
consult the 
departures 
screens at the 
terminal at 
King Khalid 
International 
Airport in Riyadh

Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli airstrike that targeted an area in Beirut’s southern suburbs

Members of the US Air Force (USAF) prepare munitions at RAF Fairford in 
south-west England

Debris litters a street as smoke billows from the site of an Israeli airstrike 
that targeted the Haret Hreik neighbourhood in Beirut’s southern suburbs

Ukraine 
drone 
experts due 
in Qatar, 
UAE, Saudi 
Arabia 
this week: 
Zelensky
AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukrainian military 
experts are due 

this week in Qatar, the 
United Arab Emirates 
and Saudi Arabia, Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelen-
sky told journalists on 
Tuesday, where they 
will share expertise on 
downing Iranian drones.

“The first three coun-
tries to which we sent 
them, according to our 
agreements, are Qatar, 
the Emirates, and Saudi 
Arabia,” Zelensky said in 
an audio message sent to 
reporters, including AFP.

Israel says Iran 
hacked security 
cameras
Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel's cybersecuri-
ty directorate said it 

had identified "dozens 
of Iranian breaches into 
security cameras for es-
pionage purposes" since 
the start of the war in the 
Middle East, urging the 
public to be vigilant.

"The directorate is 
working to alert hun-
dreds of camera owners 
and calls on the public 
to change their pass-
words and update their 
software to prevent any 
security risk, whether 
national or personal," 
Cyber Israel wrote on X 
Monday.

People attend the funeral of a person killed during a drone attack on a high-rise 
apartment building in Bahrain’s capital Manama 

A photograph shows a damaged building in the aftermath of a drone strike in the 
Seef district of Manama

Taha Karimi, 58, a member of the 
Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan 
(PDKI), stands near his home after it and 
his truck were damaged in a drone attack 
carried out by Iran-backed proxies, in 
the Kurdish town of Soran, about 100 
kilometres northeast of Erbil the capital 
of Iraq’s autonomous Kurdish region


