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Gulf Air launches 
limited flights via 
Dammam airport
TDT | Manama

Gulf Air has announced 
the launch of limited 

flights connecting King 
Fahd International Airport 
in Dammam, Saudi Arabia, 
to London Heathrow Air-
port in the UK, Chhatrapati 
Shivaji International Air-
port in Mumbai, India, and 
Suvarnabhumi Airport in 
Bangkok, Thailand, starting 
March 11, 2026.

The initiative allows pas-
sengers to travel internation-
ally while Bahraini airspace 
remains closed. The airline 
clarified that these flights 
are exclusively for passen-
gers who meet Bahrain’s 
entry and exit requirements.

Travelers must register 
through the official link and 
submit their travel details 
along with a confirmed 
booking to secure passage.

Return
Starting March 11, Gulf 

Air will operate flights from 
Dammam to London Heath-
row, Mumbai, and Bangkok, 
with return journeys to 
Dammam. 

The airline emphasized 
that only passengers with 
confirmed bookings will 
be transported between 
Bahrain and Dammam, and 
travelers are advised not to 
proceed to the departure 
gate without a confirmed 
reservation.

Grief and solidarity
Bahraini woman killed and eight injured in Iranian attack on Seef residential building

TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Interi-
or has confirmed that 
a 29-year-old Bahraini 

woman was killed and eight 
others were injured in a brutal 
Iranian attack on a residential 
building in the capital, Manama.

The incident, which took 
place at dawn in the Seef sub-
urb, has deeply shaken Bahraini 
society and sparked widespread 
grief and solidarity.

The deceased, Sarah Abdul-
hameed Dashti, succumbed to 
her injuries at the scene of the 
attack.

Funeral
A large crowd of citizens at-

tended her funeral earlier yes-
terday, accompanying her final 
procession to Al-Hoora Cem-
etery.

Family, friends, and residents 
gathered in the rain, offering 
prayers for the young woman 
and prayers for the safety of the 
Kingdom and its people.

Mourners condemned the 
“treacherous” aggression, re-
affirming their support for the 
Kingdom’s leadership in safe-
guarding national security and 

stability.

Injuries
The attack not only caused the 

tragic loss of life but also injured 
several civilians and damaged 

the targeted building, as well as 
nearby structures.

Authorities immediately 
launched field operations to as-
sist the injured and secure the 
area.

The mourning ceremonies 
are set to continue today at the 

Imam Reza mourning hall in 
Tashan, where residents will 
gather to offer condolences to 
the family.

Mood
This incident comes amid a 

series of attacks targeting Bah-
rain, leaving a somber mood 
across the Kingdom.

Yet, it has also highlighted a 
spirit of national unity and re-
silience, as citizens stand firmly 
behind their leadership during 
these challenging times.

A funeral procession for Sarah Abdulhameed Dashti
The damaged in the aftermath of the Iranian drone strike in the Seef district at 
dawn. (AFP)

Mourners condemned the treacherous aggression 
while reaffirming their support for the Kingdom’s 
leadership in safeguarding national security and 

stability.

16
SUNDAY, MARCH 8,  2026

Chairman & Managing Director P Unnikrishnan | Editor-in-Chief Mahmood AI Mahmood |   
Advertisement: Update Media W.L.L | Tel: 38444692, Email: sales@newsofbahrain.com | Newsroom: Tel: 36458345, Email: mail@newsofbahrain.com

Subscription & circulation: Tel: 36458394 | Email: subscribe@newsofbahrain.com | Website: www.newsofbahrain.com | Printed and published by Al Ayam Publishing 

Riffa Advance to King’s Cup Semi-Finals
Muharraq to meet Al Ahli or Al Ettifaq in Final 4

Hussain Maskati
TDT | Manama

The King’s Cup, Bahrain’s 
premier football compe-
tition, saw Riffa secure a 

place in the semi-finals with a 
4–1 victory over Bahrain Club. 
Muharraq will face either Al 
Ahli or Al Ettifaq in the semi-fi-
nals, as their quarter-final went 
into extra time and extended 
past the TDT deadline, leaving 
the semi-final pairing pending 
the final result.

At Khalifa Sports City, sev-
en-time winners Riffa (1972/73, 
1984/85, 1985/86, 1997/98, 
2009/10, 2018/19, 2020/21) 
looked every bit the side chas-
ing silverware, aiming to add to 
the Khalid bin Hamad Cup they 
won earlier this season. They 
dominated from the first whistle 
against two-time winners Bah-
rain Club (1970, 1971). Inside the 
opening minute, Serbian forward 
Dejan Georgijevic raced down 
the right and slotted a composed 
finish into the bottom corner. 
Bahrain Club, who have not beat-
en Mohammed Mashaan’s side in 
their last ten meetings, struggled 
to regain rhythm as the Sky Blues 
controlled possession and probed 
relentlessly.

In the 30th minute, a slick 
move on the right saw Wellington 
Moreira loft a measured ball into 
the box, where Samuel Toscas 

backheeled it into the path of Ali 
Madan, who doubled the lead. 
Six minutes later, Georgijevic 
completed his brace after a de-

fensive lapse, calmly placing the 
ball into the net. Riffa made it 4–0 
in the 63rd minute when substi-
tutes combined perfectly: Sayed 

Redha Isa delivered a low cross 
that Ebrahim Al Khattal volleyed 
home. Bahrain Club pulled one 
back in the 76th minute via an 

own goal from Ali Haram, but 
Riffa’s dominance was never 
in doubt, and the Sky Blues ad-
vanced 4–1.

Meanwhile, at Bahrain Na-
tional Stadium, nine-time King’s 
Cup winners Al Ahli (1959/60, 
1967/68, 1976/77,  1981/82, 
1986/87, 1990/91, 2000/01, 
2002/03, 2023/24) faced First 
Division leaders Al Ettifaq in a 
tense, end-to-end contest. Al Et-
tifaq took the lead in the 12th 
minute through Mauritanian 
winger Ahmed Koory, but Al 
Ahli equalised from a penalty in 
the 20th minute, converted by 
Abdulla AlHashash. Seven min-
utes later, Victor Gabriel tapped 
in Joao Victor Coutinho’s low 
cross to put Al Ahli ahead. De-
spite rattling the crossbar twice 
and producing a sensational scor-
pion-kick effort saved by Sayed 
Shubbar Alawi, Al Ettifaq forced 
a dramatic 2–2 equaliser in the 
last minute through a penalty 
from Moroccan Abdelghafour 
Mehri.

With the quarter-finals con-
cluded, Muharraq will face ei-
ther Al Ahli or Al Ettifaq in one 
semi-final, while Al Khaldiya 
meet Riffa in the other, complet-
ing the line-up for the final four 
of this year’s King’s Cup.

Riffa players celebrate a goal in their quarter-final win over Bahrain Club yesterday


