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Asian handball 
action begins!
Bahrain play 
Kazakhstan as part of 
opening day schedule 
today in 21st Asian 
Men’s Handball 
Championship | P12

HM King receives US Secretary of State

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa received at Al-Safriya Palace yesterday the US Secretary of State, His Excellency Antony Blinken, who is on a visit to the kingdom, as part of his current regional 
tour that has covered many countries. Present were His Highness Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, HM the King’s Representative for Humanitarian Work and Youth Affairs, Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa 
bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, the Commander-in-Chief of the Bahrain Defence Force, and several officials. HM the King and the US Secretary of State reviewed ways to develop Bahrain-US relations, as well as 
discussed the latest regional and global developments, in addition to the situation in the Middle East region, including the Gaza Strip. (Full report on Page 2)
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Unlock Your Next 
Billion-Dollar Idea

Investors from 148 countries to meet startups at WBAF World Congress in Bahrain

• Global 
entrepreneurial blitz

• Four-pillar 
powerhouse summits

• Global 
fundraising stage

• Global parliament 
of entrepreneurs

• Regional 
collaboration and 
recognition

Mahir Haneef
TDT| Manama

Get ready for a global en-
trepreneurial blitz as 
Bahrain prepares to host 

the prestigious World Busi-
ness Angels Investment Forum 
(WBAF) World Congress in No-
vember 2024. This isn’t just an 
event, it’s a launchpad for the 
next generation of businesses 
and a celebration of financial 
inclusion on a grand scale.

Imagine the opulent Four Sea-
sons Hotel Bahrain Bay buzz-

ing with innovation. That’s the 
backdrop for this global gath-
ering, where investors, entre-
preneurs, and thought leaders 
from 148 countries will connect, 
collaborate, and ignite change. 
The theme? “Mobilising En-
trepreneurship and Innovation 
Ecosystems for Financial In-
clusion.” It’s not just a catchy 
slogan, it’s a mission statement.

Bahrain, a rising star in the 
global economy, is the perfect 
host. Their commitment to digi-
tal inclusion, gender equality, and 
streamlined access to finance is 
woven into the very fabric of the 
event. Get ready for four power-
house summits - startups, wom-

en leaders, tech gurus, and even 
a spotlight on ethical governance 
- all under one roof.

But it’s not just talk. The Glob-
al Fundraising Stage is where 
Bahraini and international 
startups pitch their dreams to a 
room full of potential investors, 
forging cross-border partner-
ships and igniting the fires of 
innovation. Need some insider 
tips? The WBAF Business School 
has your back with workshops, 
masterclasses, and short courses 
from the best in the business.

And before the main event, 
the WBAF Grand Assembly con-
venes like a global parliament of 
entrepreneurs, uniting leaders 

from every corner of the earth. 
It’s a chance to share ideas, tack-
le challenges, and build a bright-
er future for all.

“Bahrain, with its unique po-
sition in the Gulf region, stands 
as an ideal location for fostering 
connections between global lead-
ers,” says Baybars Altuntas, Ex-
ecutive Chairman of WBAF. And 
they’re not stopping there. The 
WBAF Middle East Forum, hosted 
alongside the main event, puts a 
regional spotlight on critical eco-
nomic issues, proving that collab-
oration is key to unlocking the full 
potential of the Middle East.

Feryal Abdulla Nass, Chair of 
the Bahrain Entrepreneurship 

Organisation and WBAF High 
Commissioner to Bahrain, ech-
oes this sentiment. “Hosting the 
WBAF Middle East Forum on 
Financial Inclusion will under-
score the importance of region-
al collaboration in addressing 
common challenges.”

VIP Gala Dinner

The VIP Gala Dinner is the 
cherry on top of this entrepre-
neurial sundae. Here, the World 
Excellence Awards shine a light 
on the superheroes of the ear-
ly-stage investment world, cele-
brating founders, investors, and 
changemakers who are building 
a better tomorrow.

Mark your calendars for No-
vember 19th-20th, 2024. This 
isn’t just a conference, it’s a 
movement. Get ready to witness 
Bahrain take centre stage in the 
global economy, proving that fi-
nancial inclusion and innovation 
are more than just buzzwords, 
they’re the fuel that propels 
dreams into reality. The WBAF 
World Congress in Bahrain is 
where it all takes off.

So, buckle up, entrepreneurs, 
investors, and changemakers. 
The future is taking flight in 
Bahrain, and you’re invited to 
soar along.

From left, Baybars Altuntas, Feryal Abdulla Nass, Minister of Industry and Commerce H.E. Abdulla bin Adel Fakhro, and 
Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry Chairman Sameer Abdulla Nas at the WBAF event yesterday

United Arab call to 
‘maintain pressure’ 
for Gaza ceasefire
AFP | Aqaba, Jordan

Jordan’s King Abdullah 
II, Egyptian President 

Abdel Fattah al-Sisi and 
Palestinian leader Mahmud 
Abbas called yesterday for 
pressure to be maintained 
for a ceasefire in the Isra-
el-Hamas war and to pro-
tect Palestinian civilians.

The three leaders had 
gathered for a summit in the 
city of Aqaba, on Jordan’s 
Red Sea coast, to discuss the 
three-month-old war.

A royal palace statement 
issued after the meeting 
said they had “reiterated the 
need to maintain pressure to 
push for ending the Israeli 
aggression on Gaza, and pro-
tecting unarmed civilians”.

They also “highlight-
ed the need to ensure the 
sustainable delivery of suf-
ficient relief and human-
itarian aid to alleviate the 
catastrophic humanitarian 
situation in Gaza”, the state-
ment said.

Western hesitation 
on Ukraine aid 
‘emboldens’ Russia
AFP | Vilnius, Lithuania

Ukraine’s  President 
Volodymyr Zelensky 

appealed for badly need-
ed air-defence systems at 
the start of a tour of Baltic 
states yesterday, warning 
that Western hesitation on 
aid for Ukraine was embold-
ening Russia.

R u s s i a n  P r e s i d e n t 
Vladimir Putin will not stop 
at Ukraine, he said, during 
an unannounced visit to the 
Lithuanian capital Vilnius.

Zelensky was on the first 
stage of a tour of staunch 
Baltic allies Lithuania, Lat-
via and Estonia, as he seeks 
to bolster wavering support 
among other Western back-
ers.

All three nations are for-
mer Soviet republics that 
are now EU and NATO mem-
bers.
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His Excellency Shaikh Khalid bin Abdulla Al Khalifa, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, yesterday received HE Ni Ruchi, the Chinese Ambassador to 
Bahrain. Shaikh Khalid bin Abdulla praised the strategic partnership 
between Bahrain and China, highlighting the steady growth of bilateral. 
The Deputy Prime Minister emphasised that enhancing bilateral relations 
and coordination would benefit the two countries, by stimulating growth 
and development of various cooperation fields, which would contribute to 
achieving common goals. The meeting covered topics of common interest, in 
addition to the latest regional and international developments.

Bahrain-China relations

Bahrain greets Oman’s Sultan on 
accession to throne anniversary
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa and His Roy-

al Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, sent 
cables of congratulations to His 
Majesty the Sultan of Oman 
Haitham bin Tariq Al Said on 
his accession to the throne an-
niversary.

HM the King and HRH Prince 
Salman wished the Sultan abun-
dant health and the people of 
Oman further progress and 
prosperity under his leadership.

HM King Hamad and HRH 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister hailed the deep-root-

ed relations between the two 
countries and their progress in 
various domains.

They affirmed their keenness 
to further enhance bilateral  
ties.

HM Sultan of Oman HRH Prince SalmanHM the King

HH Shaikh Nasser 
launches ‘Qadha2’ 
TV programme
TDT | Manama

His Highness Lieuten-
ant-General Shaikh Nas-

ser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Na-
tional Security Advisor and 
Royal Guard Commander, has 
directed the launch of the 2nd 
edition of the TV Programme 
“Qadha” (You Can Do It).

All citizens of the GCC coun-
tries will have the opportuni-
ty to participate in the pro-
gramme, due to its success in 
its first edition.

HH Shaikh Nasser affirmed 

that the registration in (Qadha 
2) is open to all citizens of the 
GCC countries, providing the 
opportunity for GCC youth to 
showcase their abilities and 
highlight their strengths.

He said that the programme 
had numerous views via the 
Shahid streaming app, and 
it received positive reviews 
on social media. HH Shaikh 
Nasser noted the programme’s 
objectives, which include fos-
tering a positive spirit of chal-
lenge, determination, and will.

Strengthening bonds
HM King affirms Bahrain’s commitment to strengthening US strategic partnership

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa af-
firmed the Kingdom of 

Bahrain’s constant keenness to 
strengthen its strategic partner-
ship with the US, adding that it 
is looking forward to further 
bolstering joint cooperation to 
achieve the interests of the two 
countries and their peoples.

HM the King expressed Bah-
rain’s pride in its long-standing 
relations and robust partnership 
with the US, spanning a long 
history of mutual understand-
ing, as well as joint cooperation 
and coordination, in a way that 
serves their shared interests at 
all levels.

His Majesty was speaking as 
he received at Al-Safriya Pal-
ace yesterday, in the presence 
of His Highness Shaikh Nass-

er bin Hamad Al Khalifa, HM 
the King’s Representative for 
Humanitarian Work and Youth 
Affairs, Field Marshal Shaikh 
Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, 
the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Bahrain Defence Force (BDF), 
and several officials, the US Sec-
retary of State, His Excellency 
Antony Blinken, who is on a visit 
to the kingdom, as part of his 
current regional tour that has 
covered many countries.

HM King Hamad welcomed 
Sec. Blinken and reviewed with 
him ways to develop Bahrain-US 
relations, as well as consolidate 
bilateral cooperation and joint 
action across various fields.

The meeting also focused on 
the latest regional and glob-
al developments, in addition 
to the situation in the Middle 
East region, including the Gaza  
Strip.

HM King Hamad emphasised 
the need to reach a ceasefire, 
protect civilians, release hos-
tages and detainees, as well as 
ensure the delivery of human-
itarian aid to the residents of 
the Gaza Strip, in accordance 
with International Humanitar-
ian Law, and prevent their dis-
placement.

Concrete measures

Sec. Blinken affirmed his 
country’s support for taking 
concrete measures to establish 
a Palestinian State, stressing his 
rejection of forced displacement 
of the Palestinians, whether in 
Gaza or the West Bank.

His Majesty and the US top 
diplomat also stressed the im-
portance of creating compre-
hensive and lasting peace in the 
Middle East region.

HM the King receives US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and US Ambassador to Bahrain, HE Steven C. Bondy

MP Al Saleh: When will 
the 3% return to retirees?
TDT | Manama

MP Mamdouh Al-Saleh 
questioned the timing of 

the return of the annual 3% 
increase for retirees.

He emphasised that the im-
plementation of the new law 
in 2024, which imposes new 
contributions on private sec-
tor companies for the end of 
service of foreign workers, will 
provide a financial surplus to 
the General Organisation for 
Social Insurance (GOSI).

During a parliamentary ses-
sion on Tuesday, Al Saleh con-
firmed that the GOSI is expect-
ed to receive up to BD200 mil-
lion by the end of 2024 from 
the new deductions from the 
private sector. 

“This presents a suitable op-
portunity for the return of the 

3% annual increase for retirees 
this year,” he stated. 

He stressed that the annual 
increase for retirees is neces-
sary to help them cope with 
inflation and taxes amid chal-
lenging living conditions they 
face. He added that citizens are 
awaiting a clear and explicit 
answer regarding the return 
of the 3% increase to retirees’ 
pensions.

This came during a gener-
al discussion on the govern-
ment’s policy regarding the 
situation of retirees after the 
suspension of the annual in-
crease and the presentation 
of optional retirement for em-
ployees, along with the recur-
ring investment losses in the 
funds of contributors to the 
retirement fund and the pro-
jects under the GOSI.

Nesto Hypermarket opens 17th branch in Muharraq; Six more branches on the anvil
TDT | Manama

Nesto Group, a renowned 
name in the world of mul-

tinational retail chains, has 
unveiled its new branch in the 
heart of Muharraq.

Under the patronage of Mu-
harraq Governor HE Salman bin 
Isa bin Hindi Al-Mannai, the 
Hypermarket was inaugurated 
by Deputy Governor HE Ma-
jor General Abdullah Khalifa Al 
Jiran. Dr. Hesham Al Asheeri 
MP, Muharraq Municipal Coun-
cil Head A Aziz Al Naar and Nes-
to officials attended the event.

This is Nesto’s 17th outlet in 
the Kingdom and its 121st in the 

Middle East. The inauguration 
of the new branch was held yes-
terday at 10 am. Boasting ample 
car parking facilities, the hy-
permarket aims to offer a wide 
range of products at attractive 

prices, complemented by special 
inaugural offers and deals.

As always Nesto Hypermar-
ket provides the widest range 
of quality and value-for-money 
products all under one roof. The 

outlet has also introduced inau-
gural offers and deals for a range 
of products at attractive prices.  

Nesto Group Executive Direc-
tor Arshad Hashim KP said: “We 
are pleased to launch our Nes-

to Hypermarket in Muaharraq. 
The store signals Nesto Group’s 
confidence in the vision of pro-
gress mapped by the leadership 
of the Kingdom of Bahrain, its 
belief in the excellence of Bah-

rainis as our partners in success 
and keeps our expansion in line 
with the march of urban devel-
opments in Bahrain.”

The store encompasses the 
well-known Nesto shopping 
conveniences, featuring a su-
permarket with a modern and 
easily navigable grocery section. 
The hypermarket offers a wide 
variety of high-quality products, 
including fresh produce, meat, 
dairy, and pantry items.

It provides a clean and well-or-
ganized store layout, excellent 
customer service, competitive 
pricing, and convenient amen-
ities such as ample parking and 
efficient checkout processes.  

KNOW WHAT

HM King Hamad empha-
sised the need to reach 
a ceasefire, protect ci-

vilians, release hostages 
and detainees, as well 
as ensure the delivery 
of humanitarian aid to 

the residents of the Gaza 
Strip, in accordance with 

International Humani-
tarian Law, and prevent 

their displacement.

Deputy Governor HE Major General Abdullah Khalifa Al Jiran with Dr. Hesham Al Asheeri MP, Muharraq Municipal Council Head A Aziz Al Naar and Nesto officials at 
the inauguration
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From rivals to revolutionaries
Arab nations team up for jobs, green factories and electric cars

Zainab Zaman
TDT| Manama

Forget competition, Arab 
nations are teaming up!

Five power players – 
Bahrain, UAE, Egypt, Jordan, and 
Morocco – just forged an un-
precedented alliance in Bahrain, 
weaving their unique strengths 
into a tapestry of sustainable 
economic growth. Buckle up for 
electric cars, green factories, and 
a regional supply chain that re-
writes the rules of the game!

United by a vision for sus-
tainable economic growth, the 
Integrated Industrial Partner-
ship for Sustainable Economic 
Development underway in Bah-
rain aims to weave together each 
country’s unique strengths, from 
technology and raw materials 
to expertise, into a tapestry of 
shared prosperity.

The Four Seasons Hotel 
buzzed with excitement as in-
vestors, businesses, and ministry 
officials gathered for the 4th 
session of this crucial initiative. 
Under the esteemed chairman-
ship of H.E. Ms. Eman Ahmed 
Al-Doseri, Undersecretary of 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce, the agenda pulsed 
with possibilities.

Electric cars, pharmaceuti-
cals, aluminum – these were just 

a few sectors ripe for collabora-
tion. Fuelled by the unwavering 
support of His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, the discussions 
resonated with a spirit of unity 
and purpose.

“This is not just about compe-
tition,” declared a representative 
from Jordan. “It’s about lever-
aging our diverse resources to 
create a win-win for everyone.” 
This groundbreaking approach, 
championed by Bahrain, holds 
the promise of a regional supply 
chain fuelled by collaboration, 
not competition.

The air crackled with antici-
pation as new agreements began 
to take shape. These alliances, 
poised to be finalized during 
the meeting, promised not just 
economic growth but also a 
stronger regional bond. Reduc-
ing costs, fostering new business 

opportunities, and propelling 
job creation – the potential was 
undeniable.

Ammar Salman Awachi, CEO 
of Taha International Corpora-
tions, expressed optimism for 

the future. His company’s part-
nership with a UAE firm, forged 
within the framework of this 
meeting, epitomized the power 
of shared ambitions. Awachi, 
a champion of sustainability, 

proudly showcased Taha’s green 
initiatives, setting a standard for 
eco-conscious manufacturing.

Bahrain’s burgeoning 
economic landscape

Eman Al Doseri, the Under-
secretary, painted a vibrant 
picture of Bahrain’s burgeon-
ing economic landscape. From 
metals and pharmaceuticals to 
food and petrochemicals, the 
future brimmed with opportu-
nities. With a fifth partnership 
on the horizon in Morocco, the 
momentum was undeniable.

Nezar Adwan, CEO of Alpha 
Biotech, echoed the excitement. 
His company’s collaborations 
with regional giants promised to 
revolutionize the pharmaceuti-
cal sector, paving the way for lo-
cal content and self-sufficiency. 
The creation of over sixty jobs 
was just the beginning.

As the days unfold, these his-
toric meetings hold the potential 
to rewrite the economic narra-
tive of the Arab world. The uni-
fied front presented by Bahrain, 
UAE, Egypt, Jordan, and Moroc-
co is a testament to the power 
of collaboration. Together, they 
stand poised to usher in an era 
of sustainable growth, not just 
for individual nations but for the 
entire region.

Investors, businesses, and ministry officials from Arab nations 

H.E. Ms. Eman Ahmed Al-Doseri, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce, speaks at the event

KNOW WHAT

The alliances, poised to 
be finalized during the 
meeting, promised not 

just economic growth but 
also a stronger regional 
bond. Reducing costs, 

fostering new business 
opportunities, and pro-

pelling job creation – the 
potential was undenia-

ble.

Residents make an ‘urgent call’ for better 
bus stop infrastructure in Um Al Hassam!
Zahra Ayaz
TDT | Manama

The lack of a designated bus 
stand in Um Al Hassam has 

been causing significant traffic 
congestion during peak hours, 
leaving commuters frustrated.

Local resident Mr. Shamil 
Mohammed has raised concerns 
about the situation, particularly 
during the evening rush from 5 
to 8, when traffic is at its peak.

The bus stop in question, lo-
cated on a busy road, lacks a 
dedicated space for buses to 
stop, forcing them to halt direct-
ly on the road.

This results in a bottleneck as 
cars behind the bus are compelled 

to wait until it moves, leading to 
traffic snarls and delays.

To mitigate the issue, the au-
thorities have marked the area 

on the road with yellow and 
white paint, clearly indicating 
it as a bus stop.

Additionally, warning boards 
cautioning drivers to slow down 
have been installed ahead of the 
stop. However, these measures 
have proven insufficient, espe-
cially during the evening hours 
when the traffic volume is high.

Residents are now demand-
ing improved infrastructure, 
including a designated bus 
stand, to alleviate the traffic 
congestion at this crucial spot. 
They argue that a proper bus 
stand would allow buses to pull 
over safely, ensuring a smoother 
flow of traffic while passengers 
board and disembark.

The bus stop that lacks a dedicated space for buses to stop

Man held for attempting 
to leave Bahrain using 
another person’s passport

TDT | Manama

An Asian man was appre-
hended at Bahrain In-

ternational Airport while at-
tempting to exit the country 
using another person’s pass-
port. 

His confusion raised sus-
picion, leading to his arrest 
and subsequent sentencing 
to three years in prison. The 
details of the incident reveal 
that the 38-year-old suspect 
presented a forged passport 
to the immigration officer at 
Bahrain International Airport. 

The officer became skepti-
cal due to the suspect’s sus-
picious behavior during the 
passport handover, prompting 
a thorough examination of the 
information and data. It was 
discovered that the passport 
belonged to someone else. The 
suspect admitted to attempt-
ing to leave Bahrain with the 
forged passport, claiming igno-
rance of the criminal nature of 
his actions. He clarified that he 
had intended to use it only in 
emergency situations.

During the investigation, 
a customs officer stated that 
when the suspect approached 
him to complete the travel 
procedures at Bahrain Inter-

national Airport, he appeared 
nervous and looked around in 
all directions while handing 
over the passport. It was evi-
dent that the presented pass-
port contained data and photos 
of another individual, raising 
suspicions of its authenticity. 

Discrepancies

The passport was then en-
tered into the Nationality, 
Passports, and Residence Af-
fairs system (NPRA), revealing 
discrepancies between the 
passport photo and the one 
recorded in the system. Ad-
ditionally, the photo did not 
match the suspect’s appear-
ance.

The public prosecution ac-
cused the suspect of colluding 
with a public employee, with 
good intentions, to manipulate 
information in a government 
entity’s IT system related to a 
department in the General Di-
rectorate of Nationality, Pass-
ports, and Residence Affairs. 

This manipulation aimed to 
display false data as genuine, 
intending to use the passport 
he presented to the immigra-
tion officer at Bahrain Interna-
tional Airport, attributing the 
information to another person, 
in order to enter the country.

Image used for illustrative purposes only

Judge upholds six-month prison term 
for doctor in fatal traffic accident case
TDT | Manama

A judge in the execution 
court has refused to sus-

pend the sentence or replace 
the punishment imposed on 
a doctor convicted of causing 
the death of an individual in 
a traffic accident in the Nu-
waidrat area.

The doctor had previously 
been sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment, a ruling that was 
upheld by the court of appeals.

The incident took place 
when the accused, while driv-
ing his vehicle on a road in the 
Nuwaidrat area, failed to ex-
ercise the necessary care and 
attention. He posed a danger 
to pedestrians walking on the 
roadside as he was distracted 
by his mobile phone while ap-
proaching an intersection. 

This resulted in a collision 
with the victim, who was 
crossing the road, causing him 
to fall to the ground. The vic-
tim was subsequently taken to 
the hospital but succumbed to 
his injuries three days later.

The public prosecution 
charged the doctor with caus-
ing the death of the victim due 
to his negligent driving, failing 
to exercise the utmost care, not 
adhering to safety precautions, 
using his mobile phone while 
driving, and causing damage to 
others’ property. 

The court of first instance 
sentenced him to six months’ 
imprisonment and set bail at 
BD200 to suspend the execu-
tion. It also ordered the sus-
pension of his driving license 
for three months after serving 
the prison term.

Asian fraudster’s three-year jail term upheld
TDT | Manama

The Court of Appeals up-
held a three-year prison 

sentence for an Asian fraudster 
who managed to seize BD2,000 
from a citizen’s account.

The fraudster contacted the 
victim, posing as an employee 
of a financial company, and 
requested him to update his 
personal information in order 
to enhance the security of his 
bank accounts.

Through deception, the 
perpetrator led the victim to 
the point of surrendering the 
amount. The first-degree court 
sentenced him to three years in 
prison, a fine of BD3,000, and 
deportation from the country 
upon completion of the sen-
tence. The Court of Appeals 
affirmed the ruling.

Based on the complaint filed 
by the victim regarding the 

fraud he suffered, security in-
vestigations were initiated, re-
vealing that the money trans-
fer and withdrawal operations 
were carried out using an ATM, 
and the accused was the one 
who made the cash withdraw-
als in installments using his 
own bank card. 

The investigations further 
indicated that he operated as 
part of a criminal gang, re-
sponsible for creating bank 
accounts and receiving illicit 
funds from fraudulent activ-
ities.

He would then send the 
funds to an accomplice out-
side of the Asian country in 
exchange for a financial share.

During the prosecution’s 
interrogations, the accused 
admitted to withdrawing sev-
eral amounts from multiple 
cards belonging to different 
individuals.
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‘Set cap and regulate work’
MPs call for urgent measures to address soaring costs of recruiting domestic workers in Bahrain
TDT | Manama

Several members of parlia-
ment have called for seri-
ous measures to be taken to 

halt the rising costs of recruiting 
domestic workers from various 
countries, which in some cases 
have exceeded BD2,000. 

They emphasised the need for 
a new decision to be made to set 
a cap and regulate work in this 
sector, which is facing numer-
ous problems. They stated that 
there is an urgent need to set a 
reasonable and defined price for 
recruiting domestic workers. 

They stressed the necessity 
for relevant authorities to take 
action by establishing organised 
frameworks and communicating 
with embassies and representa-
tives of these countries to issue 
regulatory decisions that deter-
mine the cost of recruiting do-
mestic workers, similar to what 
happened in the sister country 
of Kuwait. 

In Kuwait, the costs of re-
cruiting workers from various 
countries were set between a 
minimum of BD350 and a maxi-
mum of BD750, including travel 
expenses.

They pointed out that the 
prices of recruiting domestic 
workers in Bahrain are very high 
and burdensome for Bahraini 
families. The costs range from 
BD2,000 to BD2,200 to recruit 

Indonesian workers, BD1,300 
for Filipino workers, BD1,200 
for Indian and Sri Lankan work-
ers, and BD1,400 for Ethiopian 
workers.

Law proposal

On his part, MP Jalal Kadhem 
stated that he is currently work-
ing on preparing a law proposal 
to regulate the process of re-
cruiting domestic workers and 
those in similar positions. 

He affirmed that the law, 
which will be presented to the 
parliament in the near future, 
comes in response to demands 
from various segments of Bah-
raini society to intervene and 
stop the financial bleeding.

“Some offices have even re-
quested more than BD2,000 for 
recruiting workers from certain 

Asian countries,” he said. 
He emphasised that the cur-

rent situation is no longer ac-
ceptable and stressed that the 
countries that recruit this work-
force benefit the most from all 
aspects of the recruitment pro-
cess, especially economically. 
He called for the protection of 
Bahraini families from financial 
losses and price hikes.

MP Kadhem also pointed out 
that the current situation is ex-
periencing clear negligence in 
this file, as labour supply offices 
request varying amounts with-
out proper consideration. 

“There is a significant dispar-

ity in the prices of recruiting 
workers, indicating a lack of 
control and an urgent need for 
parliamentary intervention to 
address this issue,” he explained. 

He pointed out the necessity 
of issuing a comprehensive law 
that addresses the rights and 
duties of all relevant parties, as 
well as setting reasonable sala-
ry ceilings, other expenses, re-
cruitment fees, and office com-
missions in a transparent and 
acceptable manner for everyone.

Challenging matter 

From her side, MP Jalila Al 
Sayyed confirmed that recruit-
ing a domestic worker has be-
come a challenging matter due 
to the exorbitant costs. 

Furthermore, she stated 
some offices ask for significant 

amounts of money and delay 
fulfilling their commitments, 
including the delay in bring-
ing the worker and not meeting 
their obligations related to the 
guarantee period or training the 
worker. 

She mentioned the existence 
of brokers who recruit workers 
and then smuggle them out after 
the three-month guarantee peri-
od, resulting in the loss of mon-
ey without any benefit, and the 
only loser is the family who will 
have to spend a large amount 
again to recruit a new worker, 
hoping that they will stay and 
not escape.

“The current 
situation is no longer 

acceptable. The 
countries that recruit 

this workforce 
benefit the most 
from all aspects 

of the recruitment 
process, especially 
economically. We 
need to protect 

Bahraini families 
from financial losses 

and price hikes.”    
- MP JALAL KADHEM

“Some offices ask 
for significant 

amounts of money 
and delay fulfilling 

their commitments, 
including the delay in 
bringing the worker 

and not meeting their 
obligations related 

to the guarantee 
period or training the 

worker.”  
- MP JALILA AL SAYYED

Family Day at 
Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Arabia
TDT | Manama

The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Arabia Feast 

and Family Day Celebration 
will be held tomorrow at the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Arabia, Awali.

The festivities commence 
at 8 am to 9 pm. The Feast 
Mass will be celebrated by 
His excellency Bishop Aldo 
Berardi at 9.30am.

This special event will be 
a day filled with laughter, 
delicious food, and a vi-
brant atmosphere that fos-
ters a sense of belonging. 
The Family Day celebration 
during the feast promises to 
bring joy to everyone.

Highway junction 
set for closure
TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Works 
has announced that 

the improvement works on 
Janabiyah Highway at its 
junction with Avenue 57 ne-
cessitate closure of the junc-
tion and divert the traffic to 
the nearest junctions.

The closure will be effec-
tive from tomorrow for a 
period of two months.  

All road users are request-
ed to observe and obey the 
traffic rules for the safety 
of all.

Foundation stone laid for 
Khalifa Military Sports Centre 
at UK Naval Support Facility

TDT | Manama

His Highness Shaikh Isa 
bin Salman bin Hamad Al 

Khalifa, the Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the Isa 
bin Salman Education Char-
itable Trust and Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the 
Labour Fund (Tamkeen), yes-
terday laid the foundation 
stone for the Al-Khalifa Mili-
tary Sports Centre at the United 
Kingdom Naval Support Fa-

cility during a ceremony held 
under His Highness’ patronage.

Upon his arrival, HH Shaikh 
Isa bin Salman was received 
by the Ambassador of the 
United Kingdom to the King-
dom of Bahrain, HE Alastair 
Long, Royal Navy Commodore, 
Philip Dennis, and the United 
Kingdom Naval Support Facil-
ity Commanding Officer, Com-
mander Alex Savage, along with 
other senior Bahrain Defence 
Force officers.

HH Shaikh Isa bin Salman 

highlighted the strength of the 
longstanding Bahrain-UK stra-
tegic partnership, which spans 
over 200 years. HH Shaikh Isa 
bin Salman noted that relations 
continue to advance thanks to 
the support of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, the 
Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces, and His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme Com-
mander of the Armed Forces, 
and Prime Minister.

HH Shaikh Isa bin Salman with UK Ambassador, HE Alastair Long, at the event

Sustainability Forum Middle East unites 
leaders in Bahrain to drive climate action
TDT| Manama

Bahrain played host  to 
the second edition of the 

Sustainability Forum Middle 
East, a dynamic gathering that 
brought together over 350 busi-
ness and sustainability leaders 
on January 8-9, 2024.

Under the patronage of the 
Minister of Oil and Environ-
ment, Special Envoy for Climate 
Affairs, H.E. Dr. Mohamed bin 
Mubarak bin Daina, the forum 
focused on “Achieving Net Zero 
– Pathways to Accelerating Im-
plementation.”

The event kicked off with a 
day of expert-led workshops 
on January 8, featuring insights 
from more than 40 interna-
tional speakers and hands-on 
learning sessions facilitated by 
industry giants like Deloitte, 
KPMG, Sustainability Group, 
and CFA Society, Bahrain.

The main forum on January 
9 was inaugurated with open-
ing remarks from H.E. Dr. Bin 
Daina emphasizing the need 
for greater collaboration and 
decisive action on the energy 
and economic transition.

In his opening remarks, H.E. 

Dr. Daina reaffirmed Bahrain’s 
commitment to implementing 
national projects and environ-
mental programs, aligning with 
international best practices 
and standards. Mark Thomas, 
Group Chief Executive Officer 
of Bapco Energies, a Strategic 
Partner of the Forum, deliv-
ered a keynote highlighting the 
transformative era driven by 
green technology and innova-
tion.

Mr. Thomas stated, “Sus-
tainability Forum Middle East 
serves as a regional platform 
for promoting dialogue, col-
laboration, and driving climate 
action towards a more sustain-

able future.” He emphasized the 
region’s commitment to achiev-
ing net-zero targets through 
sovereign ambition, robust en-
gagement from the private and 
public sectors, and the adoption 
of cutting-edge technologies.

The forum featured engag-
ing panel discussions with ex-
pert speakers from around the 
world, covering critical top-
ics related to MENA’s net-zero 
journey.

Discussions included col-
laborations between govern-
ment and the private sector, 
outcomes of COP 28, funding 
and capital requirements, ener-
gy transition, future cities, and 
sustainable supply chains.

Mark ThomasH.E. Dr. Mohamed bin Mubarak bin 
Daina

New tougher measures underway to improve road safety and combat traffic violations
TDT | Manama

Director General of Traffic 
Brigadier Shaikh Abdulrah-

man bin Abdulwahab Al Khalifa 
has announced the implementa-
tion of new measures to improve 
road safety and combat traffic 
violations.

In a statement, he revealed 
that several initiatives have 

been introduced to ensure the 
well-being of road users.

The latest development in-
volves an amendment to the ve-
hicle impoundment regulations 
stated in Decision No. 68 of 2016. 
Decision No. 165 of 2023 extends 
the minimum impoundment pe-
riod for violator vehicles from 
30 to 60 days. This stricter pen-

alty aims to deter 
repeat offenders 
and emphasises the 
seriousness with 
which traffic vio-
lations are viewed.

In addition to 
the extended im-
poundment period, 
two new violations 

have been intro-
duced. The first 
violation prohib-
its any modifica-
tions to vehicles 
t h a t  p r o d u c e 
disruptive nois-
es. This measure 
aims to create a 
quieter and more 

peaceful driving environment 
for everyone. The second vio-
lation targets reckless driving, 
highlighting the importance 
of responsible behavior and 
ensuring the safety of all road  
users.

These new regulations are 
part of ongoing efforts by Bah-
rain’s General Directorate of 

Traffic to enhance road safety. 
By addressing improper traffic 
behaviors and enforcing stricter 
penalties, the authorities aim to 
protect lives and safeguard pub-
lic and private property.

The General Directorate of 
Traffic recognises the impor-
tance of these measures in cre-
ating a safer road for all.

Brigadier Shaikh Abdulrahman 
bin Abdulwahab 
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Bahrain Chamber and Egyptian Minister of Industry 
and Trade Collaborate to Boost Bilateral Trade

TDT| Manama

In a significant step towards 
strengthening economic ties 
between Bahrain and Egypt, 

Sameer Nass, Chairman of the 
Bahrain Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, held a crucial 
meeting with the Egyptian Min-
ister of Industry and Trade, H.E. 
Ahmed Sameer, at the Cham-
ber’s premises yesterday. 

During the meeting, Chairman 
Sameer Nass emphasized the 
longstanding and robust rela-
tionship between Bahrain and 
Egypt, extending across various 
levels. He expressed pride in the 
presence of Bahraini business-
es in Egypt, particularly in the 
banking and real estate sectors, 
and highlighted the reciprocal 
presence of Egyptian business-
es in Bahrain. Nass urged the 
exploration of opportunities in 

vital sectors such as food secu-
rity and medicine security.

The Egyptian delegation, led 
by H.E. Minister Ahmed Sameer 
and accompanied by Egyptian 

Ambassador to Bahrain Reham 
Mohammed Khalil, engaged in 
discussions with several board 
members of the Bahrain Cham-
ber. The meeting focused on the 

importance of the Integrated 
Industrial Partnership for Sus-
tainable Economic Develop-
ment and its potential impact 
on member states within the 

Arab region.
The leaders underscored the 

significance of capitalizing on 
this ambitious project to achieve 
sustainable industrial growth, 

enhance economic development, 
and foster self-sufficiency. Rec-
ognizing the role of the private 
sector as pivotal in driving eco-
nomic growth, the meeting also 
highlighted the importance of 
fostering collaboration between 
the Bahraini and Egyptian busi-
ness communities. This collabo-
ration will involve the exchange 
of visits and the organization of 
joint business functions.

The discussions concluded 
with a commitment to further-
ing economic development and 
self-sufficiency through collab-
orative efforts, promoting indus-
trial competitiveness, and ex-
ploring new avenues for growth 
between Bahrain and Egypt. The 
private sector’s role in driving 
economic prosperity was em-
phasized, setting the stage for 
continued collaboration and mu-
tual benefit.

Bahrain Chamber’s Nass with Egyptian Minister Sameer during talks yesterday

During a group photo opportunity following the meeting held at the Chamber’s premises yesterday

Germany resumes arms sales to 
Saudi Arabia with missile deal
AFP | Berlin, Germany

Germany yesterday said it 
had approved the sale of 

missiles to Saudi Arabia, end-
ing a blockade on direct arms 
exports to the Gulf kingdom in 
place since 2018.

Government spokesman 
Steffen Hebestreit confirmed 
a report by German weekly 
Spiegel, which said Berlin had 
given the green light for the 
delivery of 150 Iris-T air-to-air 
missiles to Riyadh.

“The details of this report 
are accurate,” said Hebestreit, 
speaking at a regular govern-
ment news conference.

The Iris-T missiles could “be 
fired from aircraft at airborne 
targets, that is to say missiles, 
drones and so on”, Hebestreit 

added.
Consent for the export of 

the missiles, manufactured 
by German group Diehl De-
fence, was granted towards 
the end of last year, Spiegel  
reported.

Saudi Arabia says value of mineral resources has nearly doubled
AFP | Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia said yesterday 
that the estimated value of 

its mineral resources had nearly 
doubled to $2.5 trillion, high-
lighting a sector it hopes will 
help diversify its oil-reliant 
economy.

“I am delighted to announce 
that our estimation for the 
kingdom’s untapped mineral 
potential has increased from 
$1.3 trillion to $2.5 trillion, an 
increase of 90 percent,” Indus-
try and Mineral Resources Min-
ister Bandar Alkhorayef told a 
conference in Riyadh.

“This is based on new discov-
eries in the form of rare earth 
elements, and a combination of 
the increase of volumes of phos-
phate, gold, zinc and copper, as 
well as the revaluation of these 
minerals.”

The earlier valuation of $1.3 
trillion had been cited by offi-
cials including Saudi Arabia’s 
de facto ruler, Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, since 

at least 2017.
Risk intelligence firm Ver-

isk Maplecroft wrote last year 
that the focus on mining was 
“among the more feasible parts” 

of Prince Mohammed’s Vision 
2030 reform agenda, aided by 
existing mines, plants and in-
frastructure including railways.

Energy Minister Prince Ab-
dulaziz bin Salman told the con-
ference that rather than being 
called an oil-producing coun-
try, “what we are working on 
is that we would like to be an 
energy-producing country for 
all sources of energy”.

Last year, the kingdom’s 
deep -pocketed sovereign 
wealth fund, the Public Invest-
ment Fund, and state mining 
firm Ma’aden established Ma-
nara Minerals to snatch up glob-
al mining assets.

Manara announced its first 
high-profile acquisition, a 
10-percent stake in Brazil’s Vale, 
in July.

Participants attend the Future Mineral Forum in Riyadh on January 10, 2024.

Global unemployment set to worsen in 2024: UN
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The global unemployment 
rate will increase slightly in 

2024, the United Nations said 
yesterday as it raised concerns 
about stagnant productivity, 
worsening inequalities and in-
flation biting into disposable 
income.

The UN’s labour agency said 
the economic recovery from the 
Covid-19 pandemic has slowed 
down, with ongoing geopolitical 
tensions and persistent inflation 
triggering aggressive moves by 
central banks.

That said, global growth in 
2023 was modestly higher than 

anticipated, and labour markets 
showed surprising resilience, 

the International Labour Organ-
ization said.

However, real wages declined 
in most of the G20 countries as 
wage increases failed to keep 
pace with inflation, said the  
ILO.

The 2022 global unemploy-
ment rate stood at 5.3% and 
made a modest improvement 
last year to 5.1%.

However, in 2024 an extra two 
million workers are expected 
to be looking for jobs, raising 
the global unemployment rate 
to 5.2%.

Disposable incomes have de-
clined in the majority of G20 
nations and, generally, the ero-
sion of living standards resulting 
from inflation is “unlikely to be 

compensated quickly”, the ILO 
said. The report found that only 
China, Russia and Mexico “en-
joyed positive real wage growth 
in 2023”.

Real wages fell in other G20 
countries, with Brazil (6.9%), It-
aly (five%) and Indonesia (3.5%) 
experiencing the sharpest de-
clines. “Falling living standards 
and weak productivity com-
bined with persistent inflation 
create the conditions for greater 
inequality and undermine ef-
forts to achieve social justice,” 
said Houngbo.

“And without greater social 
justice we will never have a sus-
tainable recovery.”

Source: World Employment and Social Outlook (ILOSTAT, ILO
modelled estimates as of November 2023)
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Boeing CEO: Alaska 
Airlines incident 'our 
mistake'
New York, United States

Boeing Chief Executive 
Dave Calhoun took re-

sponsibility on Tuesday for 
a near-catastrophic Alaska 
Airlines incident last week, 
vowing "complete trans-
parency" as the aviation 
giant tries to pivot from its 
latest crisis. "We're going 
to approach this (by) num-
ber one acknowledging our 
mistake," Calhoun told em-
ployees at a safety meeting 
called after Friday's emer-
gency landing, which came 
after one of the plane's pan-
els blew out mid-flight.



Israel army admits 'unintentionally' 
driving over dead man’s body
• Palestinian 
officials accused 
Israel of committing 
a “brutal crime”

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel's military said yesterday 
one of their vehicles "unin-
tentionally" ran over the body 

of a Palestinian during a gun bat-
tle in the occupied West Bank 
earlier this week.

Palestinian officials accused 
Israel of committing a "brutal 
crime" after social media footage 
revealed a military vehicle run-
ning over a dead man in the city 
of Tulkarem late on Monday

The military said they had been 
helping police in a counter-ter-
rorism operation that resulted in 
an exchange of fire and the deaths 
of three.

"The operational vehicle that is 
seen in the video was dispatched 
in order to extricate the force that 
was caught under heavy fire, and 
unintentionally ran over the ter-
rorist's body," the Israeli military 
said in response to an AFP request 

for comment.
The military said it would re-

view what had happened and 
added that the video "does not 
show the incident in its entirety".

The footage of Monday's inci-
dent, shared on social media, ap-
pears to be taken from a security 
camera and shows an armoured 
vehicle slowly driving over what 
seems to be a lifeless body.

The vehicle then stops, restarts 
and drives off, crushing the body 
again with its back wheels.

IF YOU CAN DO WHAT YOU DO BEST 
AND BE HAPPY, YOU’RE FURTHER 
ALONG IN LIFE THAN MOST PEOPLE
LEONARDO DICAPRIO
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HISTORY
First public demonstration of telegraph 
messages sent using dots and dashes at 
Speedwell Ironworks in Morristown, New 
Jersey by Samuel Morse and Alfred Vail

Anglo-Zulu War begins as British 
Lieutenant-General Lord Chelms-

ford invades Zululand in South 
Africa

 Insulin first used on humans to treat di-
abetes, Frederick Banting injects fellow 
Canadian Leonard Thompson, aged 14

First government report by US 
Surgeon General Luther Terry 

warning that smoking may be 
hazardous
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Met with Palestinian 
Authority Presi-

dent Mahmoud Abbas 
to discuss ongoing ef-
forts to minimize civilian 
harm in Gaza, accelerate 
the delivery of humani-
tarian aid, end extremist 
violence, and work to-
wards an independent 
Palestinian state.

@SecBlinken

Let me be clear for 
those  who don’t 

seem to know: Slavery 
was the cause of the Civil 
War.

@JoeBiden

‘2023 smashes record 
for world’s hottest year 

by huge margin’ - the 
#ClimateCrisis remains 
on the top threats list for 
this new year. We urge 
leaders to deliver on their 
#COP28 promises, scaling 
up adaptation measures 
to address the impacts of 
climate change on human 
health and keep ambi-
tious emission reductions 
targets that can save mil-
lions of lives.

@DrTedros

2023 has been con-
firmed as the warm-

est year on record. Yet, 
2023 was a mere preview 
of the catastrophic future 
that awaits if we don’t 
#ActNow. Leaders must 
commit to path-breaking 
#ClimateAction, end the 
fossil fuel age – fairly and 
fast – and invest in help-
ing vulnerable countries 
combat climate chaos.

@antonioguterres
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News in brief 
 u Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky arrived  
yesterday morning in the Lithuanian 
capital for an unannounced visit to 
the Baltic states, staunch allies of the 
war-torn country. The three Baltic 
states -- all former Soviet republics 
which are now EU and NATO members 
-- are among Ukraine’s staunchest 
allies. “Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania are 
our reliable friends and principled partners. 
Today, I arrived in Vilnius before going 
to Tallinn and Riga,” Zelensky said on 
social media platform X, formerly Twitter.  
“Security, EU and NATO integration, 
cooperation on electronic warfare and drones, and further coordination of 
European support are all on the agenda,” he said. The Baltic tour marks Zelensky’s 
first official trip abroad this year. In Lithuania, a key donor to Ukraine, Zelensky 
said he will hold talks with the president, prime minister and the speaker of 
parliament, and meet with the Ukrainian community.

u Bhutanese voters have elected Tshering Tobgay to become prime 
minister for a second time after his party won nearly 
two-thirds of seats, the election commission said in 
results released yesterday. The election was dominated 
by serious economic challenges that have called into 
question the Himalayan kingdom’s long-standing 
policy of prioritising “Gross National Happiness” over 
growth. Bhutan also lies sandwiched between the 

globe’s two most populous countries, China and India, 
who watched the vote with keen interest as they eye 
strategic contested border zones. Tobgay, head of the 
liberal People’s Democratic Party (PDP), who served as 
prime minister of the Himalayan kingdom from 2013 to 
2018, won 30 of 47 seats in 

Tuesday’s election, official figures showed.

u The Islamic State group has claimed 
responsibility for a blast targeting a vehicle in 
eastern Kabul that killed at least three people, the 
second deadly attack by the group in Afghanistan 
in a week. Kabul police spokesman Khalid Zadran 
said three people were killed and four wounded by 
a bomb hidden in a cart near a minivan in eastern 
Kabul on Tuesday. He told AFP Wednesday that 
police had detained a suspect who had confessed his 
involvement. The Islamic State (IS) group claimed responsibility on its Telegram 
channel, saying it had “detonated an explosive device on a vehicle transporting 
employees of the Pul-e-Charki prison”. The attack is the second in recent days, 
with IS claiming responsibility for an explosion on a bus on Saturday that killed 
at least five people in the Dasht-e-Barchi neighbourhood -- an enclave of the 
historically persecuted Shiite Hazara community.

Bhutan’s 
Tobgay to 
become PM for 
second time

IS claims 
second attack in 
Afghan capital in a 

week

Zelensky lands in 
Lithuania on tour of 
Baltic allies

Israel has occupied the West 
Bank, home to about three million 

Palestinians, since 1967. Some 
490,000 Israelis live in West Bank 
settlements deemed illegal under 

international law. Israeli army raids 
and settler attacks have killed at 
least 334 people in the West Bank 

in the past three months, according 
to the Ramallah-based Palestinian 

health ministry.
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Former Nepal cricket captain 
Lamichhane gets eight years for rape
AFP | Kathmandu, Nepal

A court in Nepal yesterday 
sentenced former star 

cricket captain Sandeep Lam-
ichhane to eight years in prison 
for rape.

Lamichhane, 23, was once 
the poster boy for cricket in 
Nepal and the leg spinner’s on-
field success had boosted the 
sport’s profile in the Himalayan 
republic.

In 2022 he was accused 
of raping a young woman in 
a Kathmandu hotel but was 
freed on bail and returned to 
the squad to compete in inter-
national tournaments.

He was convicted of rape in 
December after a repeatedly de-
layed trial that had left him free 
to continue his sporting career, 
with his sentence handed down 
on Wednesday.

“The court has sentenced 
him to eight years,” Kathman-
du district court official Ramu 
Sharma told AFP.

Lamichhane was also or-
dered to pay a court fine of 
300,000 Nepalese rupees 

($2,255) and a further 200,000 
rupees ($1,500) to the victim as 
compensation for the “mental 
impact” of his attack.

Lamichhane, who is not in 
custody, was not in court for the 
sentencing.

Three rooms, three budgies and an Xbox: how Breivik serves his sentence
AFP | Oslo, Norway

Three private rooms, as many 
budgies and an Xbox: the law-

suit brought by Anders Behring 
Breivik against the Norwegian 
state’s prison regime details con-
ditions that would make many 
prisoners envious.

Since 2022, Breivik has been 
serving his sentence in the 
high-security wing of Ringerike 
prison, on the shores of the lake 
that surrounds the island of Utoya 
where he killed 69 people, most of 
them teenagers, on July 22, 2011.

Mere hours earlier, he had det-
onated a bomb in Oslo, killing 
eight others.

The 44-year-old right-wing ex-
tremist now has three personal 
rooms to himself: a living room, a 
study room and a small gym.

On the floor below -- which 
he shares with another prisoner, 
though never at the same time 
-- he has access to a kitchen, a TV 

lounge with a games console, a 
dining room and a room for visits.

“Breivik has much more space 
than any other inmate in Rin-
gerike prison,” the facility’s di-
rector Eirik Bergstedt told Nor-
wegian news agency NTB in De-
cember.

Although the decor is relative-
ly plain, the gym includes sev-
eral exercise machines and the 
lounge has a large flat screen TV 
and several armchairs so he can 
play Xbox with the guards.

Despite these conditions, Brei-
vik, who in 2012 was sentenced to 

21 years in prison -- which can be 
extended indefinitely -- has taken 
the Norwegian state to court this 
week to protest against his prison 
regime.

In a tearful address to the court 
on Tuesday he said authorities are 
trying to “push me to suicide”.

It is not the first time Breivik 
has used strong words to protest 
his conditions: in a letter to AFP 
in 2014, he threatened to go on 
hunger strike in prison if he did 
not get, among other things, a 
Playstation 3 instead of the older 
Playstation 2.

However, it is not the material 
conditions of his detention that 
he is protesting.

Held apart from other inmates 
in high-security facilities for 
almost 12 years, Breivik claims 
his extended isolation is a viola-
tion of Article 3 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, 
which prohibits “inhuman” and 
“degrading” treatment.

A ‘dungeon’
“They built a dungeon around 

me” to “wall me in”, Breivik com-
plained on Tuesday.

“I’m not a hamster, I need 
real human relationships,” he  
said.

He is not totally isolated, and 
in addition to his contacts with 
the guards -- with whom he can 
play cards, cook or share a meal -- 
Breivik is allowed to see a pastor, 
a physiotherapist, a psychiatrist 
and a Red Cross visitor with a dog 
that he can pet.

Nepal police arrest ‘Buddha boy’ 
over disappearances, rape

Kathmandu, Nepal

Nepal police said yester-
day they had arrested a 

spiritual leader whose follow-
ers believe him to be a reincar-
nation of Buddha over allega-
tions of disappearances and 
rape at his ashrams.

Ram Bahadur Bomjan, 
known as “Buddha Boy ” 
among devotees, became fa-
mous as a teenager after fol-
lowers said he could meditate 
motionless for months without 
water, food or sleep.

The 33-year-old guru has a 
devout following but has long 
been accused of physically and 
sexually assaulting his follow-
ers, and had been hiding from 
authorities for several years.

“He was arrested after ab-
sconding for several years,” po-
lice spokesman Kuber Kadayat 
told AFP. Police apprehended 

Bomjan in Kathmandu on a 
warrant issued for his alleged 
rape of a minor at an ashram 
in Sarlahi, a district south of 
the capital.

They said he was caught 
with bundles of cash amount-
ing to 30 million Nepali ru-
pees ($225,000) and another 
$22,500 in foreign currency.

Accusations of abuse and 
misconduct against Bomjan 
stretch back more than a dec-
ade. Dozens of assault com-
plaints were filed against Bom-
jan in 2010. He said he beat the 
victims because they disturbed 
his meditation. An 18-year-old 
nun accused the guru of raping 
her at a monastery in 2018.

Police opened another inves-
tigation against him the follow-
ing year after family members 
reported the disappearance of 
four of his devotees from one 
of his ashrams.

Nepal police escort Ram Bahadur Bomjam

Houthis claim major missile, drone attack in Red Sea
AFP | Sanaa, Yemen

Ye m e n ’s  I r a n - b a c ke d 
Houthi rebels yesterday 
claimed responsibility for 

a large-scale drone and missile 
attack in the Red Sea described 
as the biggest yet in the interna-
tional shipping corridor.

Military spokesman Yahya 
Saree said a “large number” of 
missiles and drones targeted 
a US ship that was “providing 
support” to Israel during its war 
against Hamas in Gaza.

“The naval forces, the missile 
force, and the unmanned air 
force of the Yemeni armed forc-
es carried out a joint military 
operation with a large number 
of ballistic and naval missiles and 
drones,” he said in a statement on 
X, formerly Twitter.

Earlier yesterday, the US mil-
itary said American and British 
forces shot down 18 drones and 
three missiles launched by the 
Houthis towards shipping lanes 
in the Red Sea.

Saree did not give a timing or 

a location for the attack but a 
Houthi leader, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, told AFP that 
it was the same incident.

Separately, Tawfiq Al-Humairi, 
adviser to the Huthis’ Ministry of 
Information, told AFP that “this 
attack is considered the largest 

carried out by the Yemeni armed 
forces” since the start of their 
Red Sea campaign against vessels 
they consider linked to Israel. In 
a statement, UK Defence Secre-
tary Grant Shapps also said it was 
the “largest attack... to date” by 
the Huthis in the Red Sea.

Indonesia's 
Lewotobi Laki-Laki 
volcano erupts, on 
highest alert level
AFP | Jakarta, Indonesia

Indonesia's Mount Lewo-
tobi Laki-Laki erupted 

anew yesterday, spewing 
ash clouds two kilometres 
(6,561 feet) above its peak 
as authorities raised the 
volcano's alert status to the 
highest level.

The eruption follows 
weeks of heightened vol-
canic activity on the moun-
tain, located on eastern In-
donesia's Flores Island, and 
prompted the local govern-
ment to issue an evacuation 
order for nearby residents.

"The communities are 
urged to immediately evac-
uate to safe points to avoid 
hot ash (from the volcano)," 
local official Benediktus 
Bolibapa Herin told AFP 
yesterday. 

China military tells US will 'never compromise' on Taiwan
AFP | Beijing, China

Chinese military officials told 
US counterparts at talks this 

week that Beijing will "never 
compromise" on the issue of 
Taiwan and urged them to stop 
"provocative actions" in the 
South China Sea, the defence 
ministry said yesterday. 

China "stressed that it will 
never compromise or back 
down on the Taiwan issue", the 
ministry said in a readout of 
the talks in Washington, held 
Monday and Tuesday, urging 
the United States to "stop arm-
ing Taiwan".

"China urged the United 
States to reduce its military 
deployment and provocative 

actions in the South China Sea 
and stop supporting violations 
and provocations by individual 

countries," the statement con-
tinued.

"The United States should ful-
ly understand the root causes 
of maritime and air security is-
sues, strictly rein in its frontline 
troops, and stop with the exag-
geration and hype," it added.

"The Chinese side also elab-
orated its solemn position 
and major concerns on issues 
involving China's core inter-
ests and international hotspot 
issues," it said. President Joe 
Biden and Xi Jinping agreed in 
November to restart military 
talks between the countries, put 
on hold for more than a year.

Blinken tells Abbas US backs ‘tangible 
steps’ for Palestinian state

AFP | Ramallah, Palestinian 
Territories

US top diplomat Antony 
Blinken told Palestinian 

president Mahmud Abbas yes-
terday that Washington sup-
ports “tangible steps” towards 
the creation of a Palestinian 
state.

Blinken reiterated Wash-
ington’s longstanding posi-
tion that a Palestinian state 
must stand alongside Israel, 
“with both living in peace and 
security”, State Department 
spokesman Matthew Miller 
said in a statement.

Palestinian statehood was 
anticipated following the Oslo 
Accords of the 1990s but talks 
have been moribund for years.

The Israeli government has 
shown no interest in reviving 
negotiations and the Palestin-
ian leadership remains split 
between the Palestinian Au-
thority, headed by Abbas, and 
Hamas, which rules Gaza.

Abbas described the Gaza 
Strip as “an integral part of the 
Palestinian state” according to 
the official Palestinian news 
agency Wafa.

“It is not possible to accept 
or deal with the plans of the 
occupation authorities to sep-
arate it, or cut off any part of 

it,” the Palestinian leader told 
Blinken.

Discussions have been un-
derway for weeks over post-
war governance of Gaza, 
though Israel has warned the 
fighting is likely to continue 
for months.

The Palestinian president 
also raised “efforts made to 
stop the Israeli aggression 
against Palestinian people in 
the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank,” Wafa reported.

Blinken referred to “in-
creased volatility” in the West 
Bank, where hundreds of Pal-
estinians have been killed in 
raids by the Israeli military or 
attacks by Jewish settlers in 
recent months.

As part of efforts to stabilise 
the territory, Blinken called on 
Israel to hand over revenues 
owed to the Palestinians in 
full.

Blinken “underscored the 
United States’ position that 
all Palestinian tax revenues 
collected by Israel should be 
consistently conveyed to the 
Palestinian Authority in ac-
cordance with prior agree-
ments,” Miller said.

Israel has for years withheld 
part of the funds, over issues 
including payments to Pales-
tinian prisoners and more re-
cently the Gaza war.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and US Department of State Counselor 
Derek Chollet, speak as they depart for Bahrain, inside a military aircraft at 
Ben Gurion airport near Tel Aviv

Palestinian 
journalist freed 
from Israeli custody 
abused: report

AFP | Doha, Qatar

London-based news out-
let Al-Araby Al-Jadeed 

announced on Tuesday the 
release of one of its Palestin-
ian journalists from Israeli 
custody, alleging he faced 
torture during more than a 
month in detention.

Diaa al-Kahlout, who was 
among dozens of Palestini-
ans shown detained by Is-
raeli troops and stripped to 
their underwear in north 
Gaza last month, had been 
released back into the Pal-
estinian territory, the Qa-
tari-owned website said.

Kahlout told Al-Araby Al-
Jadeed, sister operation of 
English-language news site 
The New Arab, that he had 
faced "indescribably tough 
and difficult" conditions fol-
lowing his arrest.

The 37-year-old said he 
had been beaten and tor-
tured. 

A child stands near the bodies of family members of the Nofal family, after they 
were killed during Israeli bombardment, at al-Najar hospital in Rafah in the Gaza 
Strip.

A similar sleeping cell on the second of two floors where Anders Behring Breivik 
serves his custodial sentence in the Ringerike prison is pictured

Norwegian mass killer Anders Behring Breivik (C) makes a Nazi salute as he arrives 
to a makeshift court in Skien prison’s gym

Sandeep Lamichhane (L) is escorted by police

President Joe Biden and Xi Jinping

Diaa al-Kahlout

Swiss train 
grazes woman in 
wheelchair fallen on tracks
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

An elderly woman in a wheel-
chair was miraculously left 

largely unscathed despite a close 
call with an oncoming train after 
having fallen on the tracks, Swiss 
police said yesterday. 

The incident happened on 
Tuesday afternoon at a train sta-
tion in northeast Switzerland, po-
lice in the canton of Aargau said.

The woman, 70, was “very lucky 
in her misfortune”, because she 
fell exactly between two rails, po-

lice said.
The result was that the pass-

ing train barely touched her as it 
passed over her.

She was taken to hospital, as 
was another person on the plat-
form who was mildly injured by 
flying parts of the electric wheel-
chair.

The incident caused delays in 
traffic at the station in Kaiser-
augst, near Basel for several hours.

Police have so far ruled out any 
third-party involvement in the 
incident.

Former US first 
lady Melania Trump 
announces death of 
her mother
Washington, United States

Former US first  lady 
Melania Trump has an-

nounced the death of her 
mother Amalija Knavs. She 
was 78.

"It is with deep sadness 
that I announce the pass-
ing of my beloved mother," 
Trump posted late Tuesday 
on X, the former Twitter.

"Amalija Knavs was a 
strong woman who always 
carried herself with grace, 
warmth, and dignity," she 
said, adding: "We will miss 
her beyond measure and 
continue to honor and love 
her legacy."

Melania Trump's moth-
er came to the United 
States from Slovenia with 
her husband Victor Knavs, 
and following a years-long 
immigration process the 
couple took the oath to be-
come US citizens in 2018, 
while Donald Trump was  
president.
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Across
1- Confuse; 6- Muscat native; 11- Slangy negative; 14- Weighted down; 15- Loudness units; 16- Sheet 
music abbr.; 17- Model; 18- Grant portrayer; 19- Man-mouse connector; 20- Kinds; 22- Draw a 
bead on; 24- Wife of Mark Antony; 28- Start for fish, meatballs, or massage; 30- Elevated; 31- Old; 
32- At full speed; 33- Forte; 37- Thrice, in prescriptions; 38- Novelist Calvino; 39- Lac contents; 
40- Ornate; 43- Perfidious; 45- Without ___ in the world; 46- Contract; 47- Satisfied; 50- Osten-
tatious; 51- Mikhail’s wife; 52- Tiger’s choice; 53- Consumed, usually food; 54- Currency unit in 
Nigeria; 57- Fluff, as bangs; 62- Not sweet; 63- Religion of the Muslims; 64- Academy award; 
65- Charlemagne’s realm: Abbr.; 66- Elected; 67- Photo finish;

Down
1- The Greatest; 2- June honoree; 3- HST’s successor; 4- Salonga of “Miss Saigon”; 5- Animate; 
6- Honshu port; 7- Rock clinging plant; 8- Abby’s twin; 9- Maiden name preceder; 10- Begin, 
e.g.; 11- Model Campbell; 12- Rich tapestry; 13- Anger; 21- It may be flipped; 23- It’s a thought; 
24- Use a soapbox; 25- Humped ruminant; 26- Ornamental coronet; 27- Faulkner’s “___ Lay 
Dying”; 28- Inscribed pillar; 29- Baylor’s city; 31- Sudden outpouring; 33- Square one; 34- Russian 
revolutionary leader; 35- Spoil; 36- Disgusting; 38- Neighbor of Turkey; 41- Cricket equipment; 
42- Like sea life; 43- Specter; 44- S.A. country; 46- ___-mo; 47- Collide; 48- Western; 49- Family 
tree member; 50- Picture border; 52- Nest eggs, briefly; 55- Powdery residue; 56- UN agency; 
58- That, in Tijuana; 59- Perform in a play; 60- Watched the kids; 61- Before;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

Kelly Clarkson credits 
weight loss to healthy diet
Fox | Los Angeles

Kelly Clarkson is truly em-
bracing the “New Year, 
New You” mantra. 

After the “Breakaway” sing-
er left the glitz and glamour of 
Los Angeles for the Big Apple, 
Clarkson candidly spoke out 
about how living on the West 
Coast impacted her mental 
health and explained that upon 
moving to New York, she decid-
ed to choose a healthier lifestyle.

“I was very unhappy in L.A. 
and had been for several years. 
I needed a fresh start,” Clark-
son, 41, told People in her cover 
interview. 

She recalled telling NBC, the 
network that airs her talk show, 
“I’m not trying to sound un-
grateful, I just can’t stay here 

[in L.A.] anymore for my 
mental health; for me and 
my kids.’ They weren’t do-
ing well either.”

“For the past few years, 
I’d just been showing up 
and smiling and doing 
what I’m supposed 
to do, but you can 
only compartmen-
talize so long until 
you break,” she ex-
plained.

The “A Moment 
Like This” sing-
er confessed she 
also prioritized 
h e r  p h y s i c a l 
health with some 
key dieting tips, 
as Clarkson was 
determined to get 

in the best possible 
shape of her life.

“I eat a healthy 
mix.  I  dropped 
weight because 
I’ve been listening 

t o  my  d o c-
tor — a cou-
ple years I 
didn’t,” she 
said. “And 
90 percent 
of the time 
I ’ m  r e a l l y 
good at  it , 
b e c a u s e  a 
protein diet 
is good for me 

anyway. I’m a 
Texas girl, so I 
like meat — sor-
ry, vegetarians in 

the world!”
She added, “But I still splurge. 

The other night I had a frozen 
yogurt with my daughter, and it 
was magical.”

In  2018,  Clarkson told 
“Today ” that  she lost  37 
pounds after changing her  
diet. 

The single mother of two 
shares daughter River Rose, 9, 
and son Remington Alexander, 
7, with ex-husband Brandon 
Blackstock, 47.

Clarkson and Blackstock mar-
ried in 2013, and she filed for di-
vorce in 2020 after seven years 
of marriage.

The “Because of You” crooner 
noted the split was part of the 
reason she decided to flee Los 
Angeles. 

Nicolas Cage wants 
clothes to match 

‘expression in 
filmmaking’

Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Nicolas  Cage chooses 
clothes that “match [his] 

expression in filmmaking”.
The 59-year- old actor 

switches between favouring 
“maximalist or minimalist” 
looks depending on the roles 
he’s playing, and a snakeskin 
jacket he wanted to wear in 
‘Wild at Heart’ is something 
he’ll always remember.

He told W magazine: “I try 
to find clothing that matches 
my expression in filmmak-
ing — I can be 
either max-
i m a l i s t  o r 
minimalist.

“I  found 
a snakeskin 
j a c k e t  a t 
a  s t o r e 
c a l l e d 
A a a r d -
vark ’s , 
o n 

Melrose, and then went to re-
hearsals for ‘Wild at Heart’. I 
said to David Lynch, ‘I want 
to wear this snakeskin jacket.’

“David calls me Nickster. 
When we were in Cannes 
with ‘Wild at Heart’, the pres-
ident’s wife demanded that I 
sing ‘Love Me Tender’ to her 
in front of everybody at a long 
table.

“David said, ‘Nickster, you 
get up there right now on that 
table, and you sing that song!’ 
So I jumped up. I was so nerv-
ous.

“But David got the Palme 
d’Or for ‘Wild at Heart’. I like 
to think that my fractured 
singing helped him win the 
award.”

And Nicolas also recalled 
feeling ill at ease 

w e a r i n g 
a  t u x e d o 
w h e n  h e 
picked up 

the Best 
A c t o r 
O s c a r 
i n 
1995.

Kate Beckinsale rushes to hospital 
straight from Golden Globes
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Kate Beckinsale rushed 
straight to the hospital af-

ter the Golden Globe Awards 
2024.

The 50-year-old actress 
joined Don Cheadle on stage 
to present Lily Gladstone with 
the best performance by a fe-
male actor prize at the ceremo-
ny in Los Angeles on Sunday.

On Tuesday, Kate shared 
a series of photos from her 
evening, from the event itself 
to ending her night in a hos-
pital sporting the same dress 
from the bash.

She could be seen sat be-
side a patient’s bed, with two 
friends also seen in the room.

It’s believed she was visiting 
her stepfather Roy Batters-
by, following reports from the 
Daily Mail newspaper that he 
suffered a stroke after a previ-

ous cancer diagnosis.
She captioned the post: 

“Golden Globes 2024 start to 
end.”

A friend commented: “I 
don’t know how you made it 
through last night with all that 
is going on. You are strong and 
a consummate pro.

Lisa Bonet files 
for divorce from 
Jason Momoa

Celebretainment | Los 
Angeles

Lisa Bonet has filed for 
divorce from Jason Mo-

moa.
The 56-year-old actress 

has been married to ‘Aq-
uaman’ Jason, 44, since 
2017 and has Lola, 16, and 
15-year-old Nakoa-Wolf 
with him but announced in 
2022 that they had called 
it quits and she has now 
filed for divorce, according 
to documents obtained by 
UsWeekly.

According to the docu-
ments, October 7, 2020 is 
their official date of sepa-
ration, and “irreconcilable 
differences” are listed as as 
the reason for their split.

Arnold Schwarzenegger wants 
‘careless’ cyclist’s lawsuit thrown out
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Arnold Schwarzenegger has 
blamed a “careless” cyclist 

for their crash.
The ‘Terminator’ actor is be-

ing sued by Joanne Flickinger, 
who claimed he hit her with his 
SUV while driving “negligently” 
on San Vicente Boulevard in 
Hollywood last February, 
but he has now filed a 
response and wants 
the civil suit thrown 
out of court because 
he insisted it wasn’t his 
fault.

Re s p o n d i n g  t o 
the complaint 
-  w h i c h 
s a w  t h e 
7 8 - y e a r -
o l d  s t a r 
a c c u s e d 
of driving 
“with ex-
cess ive 
s p e e d 
a n d 
[fail ing] 
to  keep a 
proper look-
out”, the for-
mer Governor 
of California 
argued in doc-
u m e n t s  o b -

tained by RadarOnline.
com: “[Flickinger] 
was so careless 
and negligent 
a b o u t  t h e 
matters al-
leged in the 
Complaint 
s o  a s  t o 
have con-
t r i b u t e d 

in some 
d e g r e e 
to the in-
juries, dam-
ages and/or loss-

es alleged by [Flickinger] 
and therefore said care-

lessness and negli-
gence completely 
bars or eliminates 
any recovery by 
[Flickinger].”

He insisted any 
alleged injuries 
she sustained 
where caused 
by third parties 
out of his con-
trol and asked 
t h e  c o u r t 

“that  in  the 
event they are 
found liable to 
[Flickinger], 
said liability 

should be reduced 

by the percentage of 
fault attributable 

to [Flickinger], 
and all oth-

er parties, 
p e r s o n s , 
firms, cor-
porations, 
and enti-
ties; and 
that said 

liability for 
n o n - e c o -

nomic dam-
ages of these De-

fendants is several 
only, and not joint, so that these 
Defendants shall be responsible 
only for the amount of non-eco-
nomic damages.”

Arnold wants the lawsuit 
thrown out and his costs paid.

In her complaint, the cyclist 
alleged the collision caused 
her “severe injuries” which are 
“permanent”.

She is seeking damages ex-
ceeding $25,000 for “past and 
future pain and suffering, emo-
tional distress; past and future 
loss of earnings; past and future 
loss of earning capacity; past 
and future medical expenses; 
past and future healthcare ex-
penses; past and future inci-
dental expenses; and past and 
future household services”.

At the time 
of the accident, 

law enforcement 
sources told TMZ: “The 

woman made a left turn 
in front of Arnold before 

he had a chance to hit 
his brakes and he was 

not going very fast 
at all”.

Nicolas 
Cage

Kate Beckinsale

Arnold Schwarzenegger

Jason Momoa and Lisa Bonet

Kelly Clarkson



VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

Call us on +973 36458394
email : advt@newsofbahrain.comClassifieds

HORIZON INTERIORS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRAFTSMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17742421 or INFO@
HORIZONINTERIORS.NET
SAFIAN ABDULLAH FOR INTERIOR 
DECORATION BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66927651 or RJANI55555@GMAIL.
COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. l. l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17717730 or rsuresh@alazzamgroup.com
BRIDGE 911 SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39923170 or 
ASHQADAARBA@GMAIL.COM
SIYANA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES & SIAM 
SCAFFOLDS- SIMPLE COMMANDITE 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17552722 or SIAM7373@BATELCO.
COM.BH
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
SEA WORLD COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39442111 or 
ROSHi.seaworld@gmail.com
Al Hilal Multi Specialty Medical Center 
-Manama has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PHARMACIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17824444 or HRD@
ALHILALHEALTHCARE.COM
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.
COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
KOZHIKODE STAR RESTAURANT W L L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36864446 or 
SH_AMNAH@HOTMAIL.COM
NASSER SAEED AL-HAJRI CORPORATION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
RIGGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17312220 or AHCGLOBE@BATELCO.
COM.BH
Burj Mushraf Contracting Co. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36167111 or 
bmc.bahrain111@gmail.com
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. l. l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17717730 or rsuresh@alazzamgroup.com
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SCAFFOLDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17212471 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
MAYSHA MASSAGE AND SPA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66996941 or 
MARWA.ALAWADHI@HOTMAIL.COM
ARIF MASIH INTERIOR DECOR CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34497856 or ZEE4ZEE.ZEE4@GMAIL.COM
THAMARATY FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34000150 or GERMANQUALITY.BH@
GMAIL.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
SADIA IRAM ADVERTISING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33206015 or 
ZEESHAN.IBRAHIM1971@GMAIL.COM
REET SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33433238 or 
HARDEEPSARA1980@GMAIL.COM
ACCESS POINT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ASSISTANT TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 

17000995 or JALGHAWI@GMAIL.COM
CP HOME OF TRANSLATION AND PRINTING 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PHOTOGRAPHER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35082244 or RAMIRAMSHAD786@
GMAIL.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
MOROCCAN PALACE SPA W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17211110 or ABUJHAD@GMAIL.COM
YUM YUM EXPERIENCE RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39006719 or PRO@RAMADAMANAMA-
CITYCENTRE.COM
WK MARVEL ALUMINIUM WORKSHOP W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33864416 or WAZIRMK21@GMAIL.COM
GLOSSY DESIGN CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35343418 or RAJEESH.
SR1984@GMAIL.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. l. l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SERVICES 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17717730 or rsuresh@alazzamgroup.
com
STARBUST FOOD DELIVERY CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17003381 or 
NIDHAMI.BH@GMAIL.COM
EBTIKARAT MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MARKETING SPECIALIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35006246 or 
SAW819SAN@GMAIL.COM
INSTANT MOTORS SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39190471 or 
SYEDGHOUSE33@GMAIL.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
ALNAWADER FOR SALE AND BUY USED 
FURNITURE has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17770401 or SPEED.DEAL.BH@
GMAIL.COM
ZOYA  ADVERTISING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37394429 or 
HAMZACHAUDARY575@GMAIL.COM
AL- AMANA BUSINESS SOLUTIONS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
EXECUTIVE REPRESENTATIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39050650 or 
infoalamana23@gmail.com
MIRACLE FINDER VISITOR SERVICE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32110104 or OVERLLC1@GMAIL.COM
ORGANIC ALCHEMY SALON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33341899 or ALCHEMYBAHRIN1@GMAIL.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. l. l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17717730 or rsuresh@alazzamgroup.com
INTERIOR SOLUTIONS COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OPERATOR(DATA 
PREPARATION MACHINE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17832022 or hamida.
alhubail@havelockone.com
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
SITRA MEAT FACTORY. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17732252 or gm@
sitrafactory.com
DAR ABU HUSSAIN BREAKFAST has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39997757 or 
M.KHABBAZ92@GMAIL.COM
PUNJAB CITY CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39252020 or SHAREF.
WORKS@GMAIL.COM
ZAYANI POLYMER FACTORY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 17464043 or 
AHMED@JAZAYANI.COM
REHAB SALON & SPA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34481911 or 
REHABAHMED33@GMAIL.COM
New Island Carpentry Company W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37777864 or account@nicbh.com
TWO CORNERS CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33939913 or 
ATTOOLY@HOTMAIL.COM
WARRAICH AL PUNJAB RESTURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36104147 or 
Bashirmahar5747@gmail.com
BEM  CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36442177 or 
ALQALAMAWI@GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
AL MIRAJ GENTS TAILORING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33498952 or 
FA0894258@GMAIL.COM
AHMED.BK SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38924587 or 
BABARMUMTAZKHAN@GMAIL.COM
NEW EIFFEL AUTO ELECTRIC WORKSHOP 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36140518 or jassimahammed73@gmail.
com
CLASSIC CUT GENTS SALOON has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39009452 or 
FARKHILYAS049@GMAIL.COM
MEXICAN GRILLED FRESH AND HEALTHY 
FOOD W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38304432 or FAYSAL3FAYSAL3@
GMAIL.COM
E M P FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36378858 or 
NOORGAZI@GMAIL.COM
PORT SAID STAR COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39622852 or AASHAMSRC@GMAIL.COM
RIGHT WAY COMBIND COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33589532 or 
gujranwala.contracting@gmail.com
PUNJAB PREMIUM SWEETS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32232075 or GP1699@YAHOO.COM
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17404949 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
ZAM ZAM STONE DECORATION CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66927651 or RAJANI555555@GMAIL.COM
THE SWEDISH GLOW SALON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37771882 or EETHAWI.DECOR@GMAIL.COM
AL DAR AL ARABI RESTAURANTS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33579330 or Whaidarah1990@gmail.com
ECUADOR SERVICES CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33228104 or 
ECUADORBAH@GMAIL.COM
TASHI SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34561904 or TASHIBH7@
GMAIL.COM
ALDAR MENS FASHION AND FABRIC W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34444441 or YACOBALHAMER@GMAIL.COM
SARDAR GHULAM CONSULTANCY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34450855 or JUTTFARAKH8@GMAIL.COM
BALKAR SINGH PACKAGING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36253266 or 
MUSHTAQ29SP@GMAIL.COM
FADHEL ALI ABDULWAHAB ALTAWEEL 
( KHOKHA - 2060 ) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36300065 or AYYS1976@
HOTMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 

the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
Reef Facilities Management Co. WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17564808 or 
shawqi.reef@hotmail.com
Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36633899 or MOHAMMED.QASSIM@
HERTEL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36509129 or 
info@magicshinebh.com
ALNAIZAK TOWERS CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66673333 or ALNAIZK@HOTMAIL.COM
VANISH CLEAN W,L,L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36318888 or 
DIRECTOR@MADARISTRADING.COM
TAFCO BUILDING CONSTRUCTION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33502933 or naveel.shahzadbh@gmail.com
First Choice Cleaning Services Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36491411 or MURTAZAWALI100@GMAIL.COM
Burj Mushraf Contracting Co. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36167111 or 
bmc.bahrain111@gmail.com
AL-KHAIR BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36500854 or 
ADELKARIMI@ME.COM
AL NAFRO MARKETING PROMOTION 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37272871 or 
GORAYAB907@GMAIL.COM
AL SHAFAQ STATIONERY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36505874 or 
FMPVATAKARASSF@GMAIL.COM
EBRAHIM HAMAD ALTHAWADI TRADING 
& CONT. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17274404 or deepupatheepparampil@
gmail.com
PLANNING CONSTRUCTION EST. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36555228 or 
anish6722@gmail.com
COCHIN PLASTIC INDUSTRIES WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66362228 or 
jeevangeorge.bh@gmail.com
ABDULAZIZ YOUSIF HASAN has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39000025 or 
azizlmra2020@gmail.com
ASWAR ALBAYAN CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39600715 or 
AYSHA1001@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMED EBRAHIM ALAFAIN TRADING 
EST. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39409051 or MOHMMED_ALJALOOT@
ICLOUD.COM
MARK LAND CAR SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39286251 or 
AL.JALHAM@HOTMAIL.COM
LEWAN ARCHITECTS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECRETARY, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17769888 or lewan@
lewan-bh.com
MAXEL INTERNATIONAL CONTRACTING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39944412 or ABUTHAR1975@GMAIL.COM
Al Hilal Multi Specialty Medical Center 
-Manama has a vacancy for the occupation 
of NURSE(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17824444 or HRD@
ALHILALHEALTHCARE.COM
ABER REPAIR OFCONSMER ELECTRONICS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39211511 or AILHH8@HOTMAIL.COM
ZEON SALON has a vacancy for the occupation 
of BARBER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33133419 or BASHAR849@GMAIL.
COM
AL RAWI SALES OF SECOND HAND GOODS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39217931 or AZAMZAKARIA@HOTMAIL.COM
Taste of chanie restaurant has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33300177 or tahaha@

batelco.com.bh
WAFIYA MOBILES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39647436 or 
ALDARDOCUMENT13@GMAIL.COM
VEGAT GARMENTS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33339662 or 
ZTOUCHSALON@GMAIL.COM
OCEAN  DIVING AND  MARINE SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN(MECHANICAL ENGINEERING).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17737939 or OCENDIVING@BATALCO.
COM.BH
Y.T AUTO SPARE PARTS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of REPAIRMAN (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33358836 or 
TARIQAL39@GMAIL.COM
SULTANAH SCRAP Co. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36371263 or 
SULTANAHWLL@GMAIL.COM
Reef Facilities Management Co. WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TEAM LEADER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17564808 or shawqi.reef@hotmail.com
ALWARDI AUTO GARAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33327778 or 
ALNASIM_5@HOTMAIL.COM
CLEANING LEADERS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33347766 or 
PERWAIZ_I@HOTMAIL.COM
RUPOSHI PEARL FOR CHAIRS UPHOLSTERY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33994280 or SAHED.SEN@GMAIL.
COM
NEW ROHA BUIILDING CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39507392 or HITECH1358@GMAIL.COM
MARIOS GENERAL TRADE CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39533220 or 
AZIZTHAEEF456@GMAIL.COM
BAITH AL SHAI CAFTERIA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33323849 or QAISRA.
IZZAT@GMAIL.COM
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON ASST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
Burj Mushraf Contracting Co. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36167111 or 
bmc.bahrain111@gmail.com
INTERNATIONAL 360 SECURITY SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39411673 or FISHERMANSENSE@
GMAIL.COM
ALSAWARI CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39666154 or ALSAWARRY@HOTMAIL.COM
TAFCO BUILDING CONSTRUCTION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33502933 or naveel.shahzadbh@gmail.com
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17822218 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON ASST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
ANWAR ALKAWTHAR COLDSTORE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33022259 or alwani007@hotmail.com
LAUNDRY 2024 ( 2 ) has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35567777 or 
fuadalshuroogi@gmail.com
Al hara al muharraqia contracting has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37070404 or ha_almajed@hotmail.com
WADI ALJANNAT BAKERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39677877 or 
SAMINAKHAN0763@GMAIL.COM
TAKE CARE PUBLIC UTILITY CLEANING 
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17230908 or TAKECAREBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
Najdan auto spare parts has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33154152 or 
ZAMZAMMOHAMED81@GMAIL.COM

UNI-AGRICULTURE FOR LANDSCAPING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38391660 or sayedshubbar@skaldurazi.
com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON ASST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
ROSARIO PACKAGING SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39795999 or HZHZWAW@HOTMAIL.COM
HALA CAFE W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39684338 or H.F.OBAID@
GMAIL.COM
RAMZ ALSHEYAKAH GENTS TAILORING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33393430 or 
NADEMAALHAIKI@GMAIL.COM
TRIPLE STAR CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34070186 or 
LUCKYFALAKSHER786@GMAIL.COM
ALAZIZY PALACE CONTRACTING CO WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36088872 or HISHAMSIX5@HOTMAIL.COM
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON ASST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
TOP PLAYERS SALOON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17280049 or 
HISHAMKHAWAJA85@GMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
SHUTDOWN MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17742961 or SMSWLL@BATELCO.
COM.BH
I CABINETS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33330028 or ALWASEEMGROUP@
GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39470985 or 
yousif@aanass.net
SEVEN HILLS SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39697979 or 
HASSAN800@GMAIL.COM
Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17212471 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
HASAN RASHID JUMA FOR CARGO 
HANDLING has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37565454 or HASANRASHID1214@
GMAIL.COM
Bahr Almarjan ELECTRCAL EQUIPMENTS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33285411 or SALEH.ZOBAIDI@GMAIL.COM
LITTLE VILLAGE CONSULTANCY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36699224 or DARWISH.SLT@GMAIL.
COM
ABACUS DESIGN SOLUTIONS CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39990277 or sibirajn@gmail.com
BEAUTY QUEENS SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39212219 or 
UMJASSIM@HOTMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
TRIPLE STAR CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34070186 or 
LUCKYFALAKSHER786@GMAIL.COM
SHUWAIKH DERMA AND LASER CENTER 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DENTAL 
CONSULTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17552000 or mahdi@shuwaikhderma.
com
New Island Carpentry Company W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37777864 or account@nicbh.com
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AL SAD AL MUSHRIQ CONTRACTING CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33997373 or SOHELSAAD1985@
GMAIL.COM
MR.RIGHT GENERAL CLEANING OF 
BUILDINGS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 32212919 or JAFFAR.BINASHOOR@
GMAIL.COM
HOT LAVA CAFETERIA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39429119 or 
FALAK.ABR@GMAIL.COM
Asim & shaheen Stationary, arts and crafts 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66611330 or OUJBUTT@GMAIL.COM
JAMILA AKHTAR CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17346157 or jac.
servicesbh@gmail.com
YUM YUM KIDS FAST FOOD has a vacancy for 
the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17484815 or 
HAWRA@EDAMA.BH
DRAGON HOUSE WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34399991 or 
MISHAL@ALGHALIA.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
MANDALI KABAB RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34413413 or mandali.1930@gmail.com

RED CROISSANT BAKERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17783142 or ALAWEYAT@GMAIL.COM
Seven Lights Contracting has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36658280 or NAJI.
ALHOOTI@GMAIL.COM
TEBA EGYPTIAN BAHRAINI ARABIA W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36500089 or hozaifaqasaby@yahoo.com
Mohammed AL Shughul Cleaning Houses 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33332411 or mohmda2010@gmail.com
Dhanak Jewellery Design Bahraini 
Partnership Co. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of JEWELRY GOLDSMITH 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17044402 or DHANAKPRIYANK@
GMAIL.COM
Pak Ghazi Trading Bahraini Partnership 
company has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35642648 or CMRIFAT1512@GMAIL.COM
SARA HAMAD TOWER CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37339551 or 
SARA_HAMAD23@HOTMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
BLACKFIRE AUTO VEHICLE REPAIR has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MECHANIC, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39313416 or FAHADRAYAB@GMAIL.COM
ALSAATI CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17256580 or KHULOOD.

ALSAATI@HOTMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
DEVES GATE CAR WASH MANUAL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39464585 or 
YKHALFAN@GMAIL.COM
MAHMOOD ALNOOH CONTRACTING 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39677337 or info@mancobh.com
GENERAL COUNCIL FOR ISLAMIC BANKS & 
FINANCIAL ISTITUTIONS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of RESEARCHER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36635520 or Zainab@
cibafi.org
SEA BIRD MECHANICAL AND MARINE 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17273133 or SIAM7373@
BATELCO.COM.BH
MMB CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39837016 or 
MUHASSAN5064@GMAIL.COM
TEA TIME W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36960999 or HASH2H2@
GMAIL.COM
SECCO BY COFFEA W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39921727 or 
MUSLIMCOOL@GMAIL.COM
HASAN RASHID JUMA BUILDING 
COMPLETION has a vacancy for the occupation 

of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37565454 or HASANRASHID1214@
GMAIL.COM
RESHA CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34103333 or 
SADIQALI33371007@GMAIL.COM
CITY LINE MANAGEMENT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34100500 or NURALAMINDESIGNS@
GMAIL.COM
BENISH CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33045009 or red462368@
gmail.com
NUZHAT STAR FOOD TRADING CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36344450 or CH.IFTIKHAR19876@GMAIL.COM
G MASS JEWELLERY CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33002530 or 
mussaffer6366@gmail.com
THE STORM INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DESIGNER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17506055 or BASHAROMARW@GMAIL.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
AC MAX W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33757074 or tm363013@gmail.com
JERRY YING  TRADING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 39755899 or 
Z.GERRY88@GMAIL.COM
FOUR LEAF CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39633078 or admin@fourleafbh.com
PROFESSIONAL1DOCUMENT CLEARING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33226373 or S.SAHAB2011@GMAIL.COM
ZESHAN INTERNATIONAL SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34342810 or ABBAS307@YAHOO.COM
AL MEEZAN CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39313086 or 
businessonlyon@gmail.com
M TOUCH EVENT MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32302725 or 
NOORGAZI@GMAIL.COM
MUNIR DEO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33778676 or 
MUHAMMADDEO123456@GMAIL.COM
BABU DOCUMENTS CLEARANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33312349 or 
BABUBH58@YAHOO.COM
NEW HYPER CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35075305 or 
SAJTURKEY91@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN SUGAR REFINERY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17509999 or makki@
bahrainsugarrefinery.com
MOHAMMED RIZWAN ALUMINIUM CO. W.L.L 

has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35964321 or MOHDRIZWANBUTT127@
GMAIL.COM
NASREEN MOHAMED CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39260144 or PONATHSANKARAN@GMAIL.
COM
HABEER BUILDING MATERIALS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66352569 or SHAHIDPARAMMEL9895@
GMAIL.COM
NEW ERA SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36758776 or 
GHULAM135287@GMAIL.COM
ZOOM LIONE CONTRACTING & BUSINESS 
SUPPORT SERVICE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER(HEAVY VEHICLE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33932067 or SIRAJALIKHAN793@GMAIL.COM
AL MOHAMMEDIA AUTO-UPHOLSTERY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33371333 or S.JBREEL1981@GMAIL.
COM
HANISHA MECH W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CASTING FINISHER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39191811 or 
KUMARELIM@GMAIL.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
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Shelton ends losing run to reach Auckland quarter-finals
AFP | Auckland

Top seed Ben Shelton got his 
Australian Open prepara-

tions back on track yesterday 
after a run of defeats with a 6-4, 
6-3 win over Hungary’s Fabi-
an Marozsan at the Auckland 
Classic.

The American world number 
16 reached the quarter-final of 
the Australian Open, the last 
four at the US Open and secured 
a first ATP title in Tokyo in his 
first full season on tour in 2023.

But the 21-year-old ended his 

campaign with first-round ex-
its in Vienna and Paris, before 
another first-up loss last week 
in Brisbane.

“It was definitely a tough 
match playing against Fabian,” 
said Shelton, who had received 
a first-round bye, after getting 
past the world number 65 in 71 
minutes.

“I had a tough win against 
him last year at a Challenger 
tournament. So really cool to 
have a match-up first against 
him, he’s a great player. It was 
a fun match but happy to get 

through it.”
Shelton, who sent down 10 

aces, faces a quarter-final on 

Thursday against Spaniard Rob-
erto Carballes Baena, who beat 
Austrian seventh seed Sebastian 
Ofner 7-5, 6-3, one of several 
seeds to tumble out yesterday.

Third-seed Francisco Cerun-
dolo of Argentina was thrashed 
6-1, 6-1 by France’s Alexandre 
Muller and eighth-seeded Aus-
tralian Max Purcell lost 6-2, 6-4 
to Japan’s Taro Daniel.

Fourth seed Felix Auger-Ali-
assime of Canada lost his first 
singles match of the year 7-6 
(11/9), 7-5 to German Daniel 
Altmaier.

Last chance for 20pc Early Bird discount 
on tickets to 2024 Bahrain Darts Masters
TDT | Manama

Darts fans looking to attend 
the high-profile 2024 Bah-

rain Darts Masters this 18 and 19 
January at Bahrain Internation-
al Circuit (BIC) have only one 
day left today to take advantage 
of the 20 per cent Early Bird 
discount on tickets.

The darts spectacle at “The 
Home of Motorsport in the 
Middle East” is set to feature 
legendary icons in the sport, 
headlined by recently crowned 
World Champion Luke Hum-
phries and 16-year-old darts 
sensation Luke Littler.

They are among eight Pro-
fessional Darts Corporation 
(PDC) superstars who will be 
competing in the Kingdom 
against eight Asian represent-
atives in the two-day event, 
which marks the first stop on 
this year’s World Series of Darts  
calendar.

After the 20 per cent discount, 
tickets to the 2024 Bahrain 
Darts Masters start from BD20 
for a two-day pass. Premium 
seating, including stage-side ta-
bles, are from just BD32 for the 

two days.
Fans are urged not to miss 

out on BIC’s fantastic Early Bird 
offer to get the best value for 
money and watch the greatest 
players in the game today in 
action.

The 2024 Bahrain Darts 
Masters will once again take 
place in BIC’s beautifully set-up 
dome tent, which will boast a 
fun and electric atmosphere. 
Those attending will be able to 

show off their flair for colour-
ful costumes and fancy dress, 
while enjoying the highest lev-
el of darts in a venue specially 
designed to replicate the famed 
Alexandra Palace in the UK, 
the home of the World Darts  
Championship.

BIC and CBX have teamed up 
with the PDC to bring the World 
Series of Darts back to Bahrain 
in partnership with Bahrain 
Tourism and Exhibition Au-

thority.
Current world number one 

Humphries and world number 
31 Littler are set to be joined by 
six others who are all amongst 
the top eight-ranked players in 
the world to form a star-studded 
line-up.

They include three-time 
World Champion and current 
world number two Michael 
van Gerwen, defending Bahrain 
Darts Masters champion and 
world number three Michael 
Smith, World Matchplay win-
ner and current world number 
four Nathan Aspinall, Wales’ 
reigning World Cup winner 
and world number five Gerwyn 
Price, 2018 World Champion 
and world number six Rob 
Cross, and two-time World 
Champion and current world 
number eight Peter Wright.

The Asian representatives in-
clude Lourence Ilagan, Paolo 
Nebrida and Reynaldo Rivera 
from the Philippines; Haruki 
Muramatsu and Tomoya Goto 
from Japan; Man Lok Leung 
from Hong Kong; and Bahraini 
stars Abdulla Saeed and Hasan 
Haji.

Davis rallies Lakers in 
thriller over Raptors

AFP | Los Angeles

Anthony Davis scored a 
season-high 41 points as 

the Los Angeles Lakers edged 
past the Toronto Raptors 132-
131 in a thrilling NBA clash on 
Tuesday.

A pulsating duel that saw 
no fewer than 23 lead changes 
swung decisively in favor of 
the Lakers thanks to a huge 
fourth-quarter display from 
Davis.

The eight-time All-Star 
erupted for 20 points in a 
high-scoring final period, in-
cluding a perfect 11-from-11 
free throws, to help the Lakers 
overturn a six-point deficit and 
claim a second straight victory.

The win followed Sunday’s 
nail-biting derby victory over 
the Los Angeles Clippers, and 
left the Lakers at 19-19 for the 
season -- 10th in the Western 
Conference.

“We’ll take it, we can do bet-
ter, but obviously for us that’s a 
big-time win,” a relieved Davis 
said after the game.

Davis received crucial scor-
ing support throughout the 
line-up -- something that has 
been a problem for Los Ange-
les in recent outings.

LeBron James scored 22 

points while five other Lak-
ers players finished in double 
digits.

“All our guys came in and 
did a heck of a job,” Davis said.

“Obviously there’s going to 
be a lot of attention on me and 
‘Bron and that’s going to give 
the others a lot of open shots 
and open plays.

“We’ve just got to keep feed-
ing them the ball, keep trusting 
them to keep making plays.”

Scottie Barnes led Toronto’s 
scorers with 26 points while 
Pascal Siakam finished with 
25 and R.J. Barrett 23.

In other games on Tuesday, 
the Western Conference-lead-
ing Minnesota Timberwolves 
cruised to an impressive 113-92 
road victory over the Orlando 
Magic in Florida.

Anthony Davis of Los Angeles Lakers in action

Ben Shelton

Action from a previous edition of Bahrain Darts Masters 
All our guys came in 
and did a heck of a 

job. Obviously there’s 
going to be a lot of 

attention on me and 
‘Bron and that’s going 
to give the others a lot 
of open shots and open 

plays
ANTHONY DAVIS
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India’s Kohli to miss T20 
opener against Afghanistan
AFP | Mohali

Star India batsman Virat 
Kohli will miss the first of 

three Twenty20 internation-
als against Afghanistan due 
to “personal reasons”, coach 
Rahul Dravid said yesterday.

Kohli and skipper Rohit 
Sharma both returned to the 
T20 squad after more than a 
year’s absence for the series 
starting Thursday in Mohali, 
as the teams prepare for the 
T20 World Cup in June.

“Virat Kohli will miss the 
first game due to personal rea-
sons,” Dravid said at a press 
conference.

“He will be playing from the 
second and third T20.”

Kohli and Rohit last played 
a T20 international in Novem-
ber 2022, when India lost to 
England in the semi-finals of 
the T20 World Cup in Aus-
tralia.

Dravid said Rohit and the 
left-handed Yashasvi Jaiswal 
remain as the team’s first-
choice openers in the T20 
format.

“As of now, we will be cer-
tainly opening with Rohit and 
Jaiswal,” Dravid said when 
asked if Kohli could open with 
Rohit.

“But when you have a squad, 
you have to have that flexibility 
to do whatever is required if 
that is in the best interest of 
the team and gives us the best 
chance to succeed.

“So nothing is closed. But 
certainly, we’re really happy 
with what Jaiswal has done as 

an opener for us, and he gives 
us a left-right combination as 
well at the top.”

Jaiswal, 22, made the Indian 
team after a stellar show in 
the Indian Premier league last 
year when he scored 625 runs 
at a destructive strike-rate of 
163.61.

Loeb ready for big new 
test after tough Dakar day

Bahrain Raid Xtreme driver collects time penalty as Saudi Al Rajhi extends rally lead

• Loeb and Lurquin 
face navigational 
challenges, receiving 
a 15-minute penalty

• Today introduces 
a daunting 48-hour 
Chrono stage with 
unique challenges

• Al Attiyah claims 
yesterday’s victory, 
moving to second 
place overall

TDT | Manama

After a punishing day in 
the Dakar Rally, Sebas-
tien Loeb must again 

look to make up for lost time 
with Bahrain Raid Xtreme as 
the event prepares to go offline 
in Saudi Arabia.

Opening the road on yester-
day’s 118km Stage 5 between 
Al-Hofuf and Shubaytah was al-
ways going to be tricky for Loeb 
and Fabian Lurquin in the BRX 

Prodrive Hunter, and it became 
even tougher when they col-
lected a 15 minute penalty for 
missing a waypoint.

It was a reminder of how un-
forgiving the Dakar can be, as 
Saudi Arabia’s Yazeed Al Rajhi 

extended his overall lead to 9 
mins 3 secs in his Toyota Hilux, 
and Loeb slipped three places 
to ninth following his thrilling 
stage victory 24 hours earlier.

This was a day on which the 
value from setting the fastest 

time was questionable, ahead of 
today’s first half of the daunting 
new 48-hour Chrono stage.

With separate courses for the 
cars and motorbikes, yesterday’s 
winner will start first in the 
morning without the benefit of 

bike tracks to follow, presenting 
a huge navigational test.

Five-time Dakar champion 
Nasser Al Attiyah was clearly 
unperturbed as took the hon-
ours yester-day, his first success 
in the Prodrive Hunter, to go 
second overall, within sight of 
Al Rajhi but just 2:28 ahead of 
Carlos Sainz in an Audi. 

Loeb said at the finish: “We 
had a clean stage. We wanted 
to lose some time on this one 
to have a good road position for 
tomorrow. I’m not sure what will 
be our position with the time we 

lost, but hopefully it will be good 
and we can do well tomorrow.” 

It was another tough exami-
nation for the crews, who were 
up at the break of dawn in the 
bivouac to travel 527 km just 
to reach the start of yesterday’s 
stage taking them back into the 
relentless dunes of the Empty 
Quarter.

The opening of the new two-
day marathon stage today will 
see competitors spread between 
eight bivouacs overnight, with 
basic camping provisions and 
no connection, in between time 
trials of 572km and 483km.
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We had a clean stage. 
We wanted to lose some 
time on this one to have 
a good road position for 
tomorrow. I’m not sure 

what will be our position 
with the time we lost, 
but hopefully it will be 

good and we can do well 
tomorrow

SEBASTIEN LOEB

Sebastien Loeb in full flight at the wheel of his Bahrain Raid Xtreme Prodrive Hunter

Sebastien Loeb stra-
tegically aimed to lose 

time in yesterday’s 
stage to secure a fa-

vorable road position 
for the upcoming 

challenges

KNOW

BETTER

Dravid said Rohit and 
the left-handed Yas-
hasvi Jaiswal remain 
as the team’s first-

choice openers in the 
T20 format

KNOW

BETTER

Virat Kohli in action

BIC offers thrill of driving a Formula 1 circuit 
in Orange Media Open Track this Saturday
TDT | Manama

Bahrain International Circuit 
(BIC) is offering motorsport 

fans the incredible experience 
of driving a world-famous grand 
prix race track in its hugely pop-
ular Orange Media Open Track 
activity, taking place this Satur-
day in Sakhir.

Participants will be able to 
bring their very own road cars 
or motorbikes and take them 
out for a spin at “The Home of 
Motorsport in the Middle East”.

Saturday’s event will be held 
along BIC’s 5.412-kilometre 
Grand Prix circuit—the same 
raced on by the biggest stars 
in the world such as in Formu-
la 1 and the World Endurance 
Championship.

Orange Media Open Track is 
one of the most highly attended 
offerings at BIC, giving speed 
enthusiasts the chance to sat-
isfy their craving for an adren-
aline-pumping thrill. All this, 

while having the peace of mind 
to push their vehicle to its limit 
within a safe and controlled en-
vironment.

Driver etiquette is of ultimate 
importance in every Orange Me-

dia Open Track activity, so there 
is no close or aggressive over-
taking permitted. Overtaking is 
by invitation between corners 
and driving is monitored, with 
poor or dangerous driving being 
dealt with swiftly by officials.

The cost to take part in Sat-
urday’s Orange Media Open 
Track, when booked in ad-
vance, is BD82.500 for the full 
day, BD55 for the half day and 
BD22 for a single session. Prices 
for booking on the day itself are 
BD93.500 for the full day, BD66 
for the half day and BD27.500 for 
a single session.

Instructor sessions are also 
available at an extra cost, while 
additional drivers and passen-
gers can also participate for a 
fee.

A car is seen on the track at BIC (file photo)

Smith to replace Warner as opener against West Indies
AFP | Sydney

Steve Smith will open the 
batting alongside Usman 

Khawaja against the West In-
dies in place of the retired Da-
vid Warner, Australia selectors 
said yesterday, with all-rounder 
Cameron Green coming in at 
number four.

Warner bowed out of Test 
cricket the weekend after the 
last Test against Pakistan in Syd-
ney, having been a fixture at the 
top of the order for 12 years.

Recognised openers Cameron 
Bancroft, Marcus Harris and 

Matt Renshaw were long seen 
as the main contenders to fill the 
role, until Smith last week said 
he wanted to do the job.

“Steve Smith will be opening 

the batting and Cameron Green 
will be coming into the number 
four position which is fantastic,” 
chief selector George Bailey told 
reporters.

“Steve’s motivated and ener-
gised and keen to do it.

“It ’s a challenge for him, 
it’s something ... he thinks he 
can do. It’s an itch he’d like to 
scratch and ultimately for us, as 
a team, it’s something that fits.”

The highly-rated Green has 
been sidelined recently by a re-
surgent Mitchell Marsh, who 
has assumed the all-rounder 
role.

Shifting Smith up the order, 
rather than opting for a special-
ist opener, allowed selectors to 
bring Green back primarily as a 
batsman.

“The way the rest of that bat-
ting order is functioning left us 
feeling like we have someone 
who we think is pretty talent-
ed, who potentially was going 
to find it hard to get any Test 
cricket in the next period,” Bai-
ley said of Green.

“I don’t think that’s going to 
be particularly beneficial for 
Greeny. We can get a lot of ben-
efits out of him playing.”

Australia’s Steve Smith (right) and 
Cameron Green during a practice 
session



Bahrainis fall to Angola 
in Dubai training match

• Kingdom’s senior 
men’s national football 
team travel to Doha 
today for AFC Asian 
Cup, which kicks 
off tomorrow

TDT | Manama

Bahrain suffered a disap-
pointing 0-3 defeat to Afri-

can side Angola last night in an 
informal training match played 
at Dubai Police Club Stadium 
in the UAE.

The tune-up was the second 
successive loss for the Bah-
rainis in friendlies played in 
the Emirates as part of their 
preparations for the highly 
anticipated AFC Asian Cup, 
which kicks off in Doha to-

morrow and continues until 
10 February.

They had previously also lost 
to Australia, and the nationals 
failed to score in both matches.

Last night’s game marked 
the end of the Bahrainis’ train-
ing camp in Dubai where they 
were having their final lead-up 
to the AFC Asian Cup. 

They are now scheduled to 
fly to the Qatari capital today.

Bahrain are in Group E for 
the competition’s preliminary 
round along with South Ko-
rea, Malaysia and Jordan. The 
nationals kick off their cam-
paign against the South Kore-
ans on Monday at 2.30pm, and 
then take on their Malaysian 
counterparts on 20 January 
at 5.30pm. They complete the 
preliminaries against Jordan 
on 25 January at 2.30pm. All 
times are Bahrain.

Bahrain’s Abdulla Yusuf looks to make a play as he evades an Angolan 
defender during their training match last night

Manama complete clean sweep of regular season

• Travin Thibodeaux 
scores 33 points to 
spearhead Manama 
against Al Ettihad

• Defending 
champions claim 10th 
straight win to head into 
Top Six undefeated

TDT | Manama

Manama defeated Al Et-
tihad 97-88 last night to 

complete their regular season 
campaign with an undefeated 
record in the 2023/2024 Zain 
Bahrain Basketball League.

The defending champions 
now head into the Top Six stage 
as the number one seeds and 
a favourite to claim one of the 
available spots in the Golden 
Square semi-finals.

Ettihad, despite their loss, 
are also through to the ensuing 
stage of the leading six clubs, 
as are Al Hala, who were not in 
action yesterday.

The remaining teams that 

qualify will be confirmed over 
the next two days, with up to 
four squads still vying for a 
place and keeping their title bids 
alive, including Al Najma, Al 
Ahli, Muharraq and Nuwaidrat.

They are also set to wrap up 
their regular season schedules 
this week. Tonight, Nuwaidrat 
take on Samaheej and Sitra face 
Isa Town, both of whom are 
currently winless. Tomorrow, 

Ahli take on Bahrain Club and 
Muharraq square off with Hala.

Tie-break rules will need to 
be applied should any of the 
clubs finish with identical win-
loss records.

In last night’s contest, Mana-
ma took a 24-17 lead at the end 
of the first quarter, which they 
stretched to 56-37 at the half. 
They maintained their strong 
play in the third and then led by 

as many as 26 in the final canto 
before coasting to the finish line.

American professional Travin 
Thibodeaux spearheaded the 
victors with 33 points, while 
Ali Jaber and Ali Hussain fin-
ished with 16 points apiece. 
Sir’Dominic Pointer chipped in  
with 15.

Sayed Kadhem Majed came 
off the bench to pace Ettihad 
with 27 points, while Jordan 
Washington added 18 in the loss.

With the result, Manama 
closed the regular season with 
a 10-0 win-loss mark, while Et-
tihad went to 7-3.

Manama’s Travin Thibodeaux goes for a floater as he is defended by Al Ettihad 
players during their game last night
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Asian handball action begins!
Bahrain play Kazakhstan as part of opening day schedule today in 21st Asian Men’s Handball Championship

• Tournament 
technical meeting held, 
participating national 
teams’ kits presented

• Matches to be held 
at Khalifa Sports City 
Arena in Isa Town, 
starting from 1pm

TDT | Manama

The 21st  Asian Men’s 
Handball Championship 
gets underway today in 

the Kingdom of Bahrain, kicking 
off the title bids of 16 of the con-
tinent’s leading national teams.

Four matches are scheduled 
for today at Khalifa Sports City 
Arena in Isa Town.

At 1pm, Hong Kong take on 
the UAE in a Group D encounter, 
followed at 3pm by India facing 
Iraq in Group C. At 5pm, Japan 
square off with Saudi Arabia in 
another Group C fixture, and 
then at 7pm hosts Bahrain play 
Kazakhstan in Group D to get 
their home stand underway.

The prestigious competition, 
organised by the Bahrain Hand-
ball Association (BHA) in coop-
eration with the Asian Handball 
Federation, continues until 25 
January.

As part of the formalities 
ahead of the start of play, the 
event’s official technical meeting 
took place yesterday with repre-
sentatives from each of the par-
ticipating nations on hand. BHA 
president and Bahrain Olympic 
Committee member Ali Issa was 
also present.

At the gathering, all issues re-
lating to the tournament were 
discussed, and the kits of each of 
the participating national teams 
were presented.

The 21st Asian Men’s Hand-
ball Championship also acts as 
a qualifier for 2025 IHF World 
Men’s Handball Championship. 
The top five senior men’s na-
tional teams secure berths in 

next year’s worlds, to be held in 
Croatia, Denmark, and Norway.

Bahrain is hosting the con-
tinental competition for the 
fourth time in its history. It pre-
viously also staged the event in 
2016, 2014 and 1993.

The championship’s prelim-
inary round will be held until 
Tuesday next week. The field 
has been divided into four 
groups for this stage, at the end 

of which the top two from each 
move on to the main round and 
stay in contention for the cov-
eted title.

The bottom two squads will 
compete for the Martyr Fahad 
Al Ahmad Al Sabah Cup.

Group A features defending 
champions Qatar, Kuwait, Oman 
and Chinese Taipei, while Group 
B includes Iran, South Korea, 
China and New Zealand. All 
eight of those teams will be in 
action tomorrow.

Squad
Bahrain have a full-strength 

squad for the tournament, to 
be guided by head coach Aron 
Kristjansson from Iceland.

The Bahrainis are to be spear-
headed by inspirational captain 
and international handball star 
Hussain Al Sayyad. The roster 
also features top veterans includ-
ing goalkeeper Mohammed Ab-
dulhussain, Mohammed Mirza, 
Ali Mirza, Mohammed Habib 
Ahmed, Ali Eid, Hassan She-
hab, Ahmed Almaqabi, Ahmed 
Jalal, and Hassan Al Samahee-
ji, along with the Kingdom’s 
young talents such as Moham-
med Habib Nasser, Mujtaba Al 

Zaimour, Mohammed Hameed, 
Qassim Qambar, Ahmed Redha, 
Abdulla Al Zaimour, Hassan 
Madan, Jassim Khamis, Ali Al 
Ashiri and goalkeeper Hesham  
Issa.

The Bahrainis have never won 
the Asian men’s title, but have 
claimed the silver medals five 
times in the past and also won 
the bronze medal once.

The nationals captured their 
silver in 2010, 2014, 2016, 2018 
and in the 2022 championship. 
Their bronze medal was won 
in 1995.

Qatar are the reigning cham-
pions. They have won the gold 
medal the last five editions of the 
tournament.

Ali Issa attends the technical meeting Bahrain national team officials at the meeting
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The championship’s 
preliminary round will 
be held until Tuesday 

next week. The top 
two teams from each 
group move on to the 
main round and stay 
in contention for the 

coveted title. The bot-
tom two squads will 

compete for the Mar-
tyr Fahad Al Ahmad Al 

Sabah Cup

KNOW WHAT

Standings
 P W L   +/-  Pts
Manama 10 10 0 312 20
Al Ettihad 10 7 3 188 17
Al Hala 9 7 2 95 16
Al Najma 10 6 4 95 16
Al Ahli 9 6 3 92 15
Muharraq 9 5 4 115 14
Nuwaidrat 9 5 4 10 14
Samaheej 9 3 6 -118 12
Bahrain Club* 9 2 7 -236 10
Isa Town 9 0 9 -233 9
Sitra 9 0 9 -320 9
*One of Bahrain Club’s losses was a 
forfeit due to a no-show

TODAY’S GAMES

1pm: Hong Kong vs UAE
3pm: India vs Iraq
5pm: Japan vs Saudi Arabia
7pm: Kazakhstan vs Bahrain

Rybakina, Pegula dig deep to stay alive in Adelaide
AFP | Adelaide

World number three Elena 
Rybakina and fifth-ranked 

Jessica Pegula ground out wins at 
the Adelaide International yes-
terday to book their spots in the 

quarter-finals.
Coming off the back of crush-

ing Aryna Sabalenka to lift the 
Brisbane International title on 
Sunday, top seed Rybakina had 
to battle hard to get past Spain’s 
Cristina Busca 6-3, 7-5.

The Russian-born Kazakh, 
aiming for a deep run at the 
upcoming Australian Open, 
will face either Veronika Ku-
dermetova or Ekaterina Al-
exandrova for a place in the  
semi-finals. Jessica Pegula during her match




