
03
MOICT
closes garment 
store 

04
Bahrain, Oman 
affirm growing 
ties 

05 Mindless Cruelty 

8
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Katie, Jamie 
maintain relationship 
perfectly
It turns out that Ameri-
can actor Katie Holmes 
and her beau actor Jamie 
Foxx are maintaining 
their relationship per-
fectly. | P13
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‘Joud’ release showcases Saudi film prowess

Kvitova blasts past Kerber 14 SPORTS
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China ‘Jade Rabbit’ 
wakes from ‘nap’

Beijing, China

China’s lunar rover got 
back to work on the far 

side of the moon yesterday 
after waking from a five-day 
hibernation, its official so-
cial media page announced.

“Afternoon nap is over, 
waking up and getting mov-
ing,” the Yutu-2 (Jade Rab-
bit-2) posted on the Twit-
ter-like Weibo.

The rover on Saturday 
went into standby mode to 
protect itself from temper-
atures reaching towards 
200 degrees Celsius (390 
degrees Fahrenheit), the 
China Lunar Exploration 
Program under the China 
National Space Administra-
tion (CNSA) said.

T h e  1 4 0 - k i l o g r a m 
(308-pound) rover has 
since resumed activities, 
which will include taking a 
picture of the front side of 
the lander and exploration 
missions.

The Chang’e-4 mission -- 
named after a moon goddess 
-- made the world’s first soft 
landing on the moon’s far 
side on January 3.

The rover, named after 
the moon goddess’s pet rab-
bit, successfully separated 
from the lander and drove 
onto the moon’s surface last 
Thursday.

Israel to crack down on Bedouin polygamy
• Israeli Justice 
Ministry’s Emi Palmor, 
who spearheads the 
campaign, says she’s 
determined to enforce 
the law but is trying 
to do so with input 
from the community. 

Lakiya 

Israel has begun cracking 
down on polygamy among 
the country’s Bedouins, after 

decades of turning a blind eye 
to the old custom that remains 
widespread in the community.

For the first time, suspected 
Bedouin polygamists are being 
prosecuted. But many Bedou-
ins, who complain of systematic 
neglect and discrimination by 
successive Israeli governments, 
see only a ploy to curb their pop-
ulation growth and criminalise 
their community members.

Israeli Justice Ministry’s Emi 
Palmor, who spearheads the 
campaign, says she’s determined 
to enforce the law but is trying to 
do so with input from the com-
munity. She said she has spent 
two years researching the issue.

Around 20 to 30 per cent of 
Bedouin men practice polyga-
my, according to government 
figures, with the rate climbing 
as high as 60pc in some villages.
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Kim ends Beijing visit as Trump summit looms 6WORLD
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Amazon’s Bezos, 
world’s wealthiest 
man, to divorce 
Amazon founder Jeff 
Bezos, rated the world’s 
wealthiest person, 
announced yesterday on 
Twitter that he and his 
wife MacKenzie Bezos 
were divorcing after a long 
separation. P13
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Hollywood’s Trumpian obsession with cartels

Margot Robbie to portray Barbie in first live-action film 13 SHOW
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C U R B I N G  N U M B E R S ?  

DON’T MISS IT

A boy looks at the border wall, topped with razor wire and bathed in floodlights from 
the US side, as he walks on the beach Monday, in Tijuana, Mexico. With no breakthrough 
in sight, President Donald Trump will argue his case to the nation Tuesday night that a 
“crisis” at the US-Mexico border requires the long and invulnerable wall he’s demanding 
before ending the partial government shutdown. Page 6

The fence of hatred

Deceitful 
diplomacy 

Qatar lobbyists ‘paid $4m by mysterious PR firm’

• The latest 
lobbying attempts 
follow accusations 
made by several of 
Doha’s Arabian Gulf 
neighbours, which 
claim that Qatar funds 
terror and extremist 
groups globally. 

London 

A US lobbyist in 2017 
received nearly $4 
million from a PR firm 

with apparent links to the 
Qatari government, in what 
one analyst said was an ongo-
ing attempt by Doha to curry 
favour in Washington,  Arab 
News reported yesterday. 

Stonington Strategies, 
which is run by a well-known 
pro-Qatar lobbyist, received 
two payments for $1.95 mil-
lion in late 2017 from a com-

pany called Blue Fort Public 
Relations, according to a For-
eign Agents Registration Act 
(FARA) filing in the US.

Over the course of the six-

month contract, Stonington 
Strategies “made senior level 
introductions, arranged trips, 
and fostered dialogue be-
tween American and Qatari 
companies,” the filing — seen 
by Arab News — shows. 

The document lists 15 US 
business executives consult-
ed as part of the deal.

The agreement was signed 
by Nick Muzin, and involved 
sub-payments totalling $2.1 
million to a company called 
Lexington Strategies, which 
is run by fellow lobbyist Joey 
Allaham. The two men had 
previously attracted atten-
tion for their “unconven-
tional” lobbying in the US on 
behalf of Doha, Mother Jones 
magazine reported.

There would be “no rea-
son” for Muzin to register 
the six-month contract un-
der the FARA legislation un-
less he believed that the state 
of Qatar could be considered 
a beneficiary of the lobbying 
work, the magazine noted. 

Qatar is known to 
have used illegal 

hacking as well as 
propagating fake 

news to undermine 
whom it perceives as 
risks to its activities. 

GHANEM NUSEIBEH

2.1
million American 

dollars was the 
total sub-payments 

received by Lexington 
Strategies. 

Around 20 to 30 percent of Bedouin men practice polygamy, according to 
government figures.

Hope for  
further Yemen 
negotiations
London  

UN Yemen envoy Martin 
Griffiths told the Secu-

rity Council yesterday that 
both sides have largely stuck 
to the Hodeidah ceasefire 
and there has been a signif-
icant decrease in hostilities.

The briefing was the first 
since the agreement struck 
during talks in Sweden last 
month swung into effect.

The internationally rec-
ognised Yemeni govern-
ment and the Arab coalition 
providing it military sup-
port against enemy Houthi 
militants, have accused 
the Iran-backed group of 
dozens of violations of the 
ceasefire.

Pompeo in Iraq 
Baghdad  

US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo sought 

to reassure Iraqi officials 
on Wednesday that Wash-
ington remained commit-
ted to fighting the Daesh 
group, as he tours regional 
allies troubled by US plans 
to withdraw from Syria.

Pompeo’s unannounced 
visit comes less than two 
weeks after President Don-
ald Trump drew criticism 
for failing to meet a single 
Iraqi official during a sur-
prise Christmas trip to US 
troops at an air base in west-
ern Iraq.

The US top diplomat is in 
the Middle East to urge al-
lies to continue to confront 
the “significant threats” 
posed by Iran and militants 
despite Trump’s shock de-
cision last month to pull all 
US troops from Syria.

In Baghdad, Pompeo met 
a raft of senior officials 
including Prime Minister 
Adel Abdel Mahdi and Pres-
ident Barham Saleh. 

Mr Pompeo

Bahrain’s goalkeeper Sayed Shubbar Ebrahim Alawi defects the ball 
during the 2019 AFC Asian Cup group A football match between Bahrain 
and Thailand at the Maktoum Bin Rashid Al-Maktoum Stadium in Dubai. 
Chanathip fired Thailand to only a second Asian Cup win in their history as 
they beat Bahrain 1-0 to reignite their campaign (full story on page 16)

A s i a n  C u p

Five soldiers killed in 
Houthi drone attack 
Agencies 

An attack by pro-Iranian 
Houthi militias targeting a 

military parade by the Yemeni 
National Army killed at least 
five soldiers yesterday. 

Chief of staff General Abdul-
lah al-Nakhi, his deputy, Saleh 
al-Zandani, and Lahij gover-
nor Ahmad Abdullah al-Turki 
were all at the base at the time 
of the attack, a pro-govern-
ment source said. 

The governor of Lahaj and 
the head of army intelligence 
unit were also injured in the 
attack.

The Houthis used a drone to 
attack the parade taking place 

in Al-Anad military base in La-
haj province, said Al Arabiya.

Al-Anad, which lies some 60 
kilometres (40 miles) north 
of Yemen’s second city Aden, 
was the headquarters for US 
troops overseeing a long-run-
ning drone war against Al-Qa-
eda until March 2014.

Earlier, on Wednesday, in a 
failed attempt to fire a ballistic 
missile in the al-Tayyar district 
in Saada governorate north of 
Yemen, targeting Saudi Arabia, 
as many as 15 members of the 
militias were killed. 

According to Al Arabiya, the 
missile exploded when Hou-
this were trying to launch the 
ballistic missiles.

Older people, conservatives more likely to share fake news
Washington, United States

Facebook users aged 65 plus 
and conservatives are more 

likely to share fake news on the 
platform than younger or more 
liberal counterparts, accord-
ing to a new study published 
Wednesday.

Researchers from Princeton 
University and New York Uni-
versity analysed the Facebook 
posts of nearly 1,200 people who 
agreed to share their data in the 
aftermath of the 2016 US presi-
dential election.

They then compared links the 
respondents had shared on Face-

book with several lists -- includ-
ing one compiled by BuzzFeed 
-- of websites known to share 
false information.

The study, published in Sci-
ence Advances, found less than 
only 8.5 per cent of respondents 
shared a link from one of these 
websites.

However, those that did tend-
ed to be older and self-identified 
as being on the conservative end 
of the political spectrum.

In fact, users over 65 -- re-
gardless of political affiliations 
-- shared “nearly seven times as 
many articles from fake news 
domains” as 18 to 29-year-olds, 

the youngest age group studied.
“No other demographic char-

acteristic seems to have a con-
sistent effect on sharing fake 
news,” the authors reported.

The authors also suggested 
the impact of aging on memory 
could have an effect.

Although the study found 
that Republicans shared more 
fake news than Democrats, and 
ideologically, conservatives 
shared the most fake news sto-
ries -- this could be due to the 
fact that most fake news articles 
produced during the 2016 pres-
idential campaign favored US 
President Donald Trump.Representative picture 

Expel Iranians 
Pompeo vows US would work to expel Iran troops from Syria  

AFP | Cairo, Egypt

US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo vowed yes-
terday the United States 

and its allies would work dip-
lomatically to expel all Irani-
an troops from Syria, urging 
Middle East nations to forge a 
common stand against Tehran.

America “will use diplomacy 
and work with our partners to 
expel every last Iranian boot” 
from Syria and bolster efforts 
“to bring peace and stability 
to the long-suffering Syrian 
people,” Pompeo at a keynote 
address in Cairo.

The top US diplomat was in 
Egypt on the latest leg of a re-
gional tour aimed at shoring 
up Washington’s Middle East 
policy following President Don-
ald Trump’s shock decision to 
withdraw 2,000 US troops from 
Syria.

In his speech at the Ameri-
can University in Cairo, Pom-
peo said the US is creating an 
anti-Iran front -- the Middle 
East Strategic Alliance -- bring-
ing together Gulf countries as 
well as Egypt and Jordan.

Pompeo said the US would 
ensure Israel has the mili-
tary capacity to “defend itself 
against the Iranian regime’s ag-
gressive adventurism.”

He stressed the troop pullout 
from Syria would go ahead, de-
spite comments in recent weeks 
appearing to walk back Trump’s 
decision, but said that the US 

would remain engaged.
The “decision to withdraw 

our troops has been made. We 
will do that. We will withdraw 
our forces, our uniformed 
forces, from Syria and contin-
ue America’s crushing cam-
paign,” Pompeo told reporters 
at a joint press conference 
with his Egyptian counterpart 
Sameh Shukry.

He also met earlier with 

Egyptian President Abdel Fat-
tah al-Sisi, after arriving in 
Cairo late Wednesday on his 
longest trip since taking office 
last year which has already 
taken him to Jordan, Baghdad 
and the Iraqi Kurdish regional 
capital Arbil.

The tour will also take Pom-
peo to Gulf countries including 
the United Arab Emirates, Bah-
rain, Qatar and Saudi Arabia.

As he arrived in Egypt, the 
State Department described the 
country as a “steadfast partner 
in the anti-terror fight, and a 
courageous voice in denounc-
ing the radical Islamist ideology 
that fuels it”.

Pompeo’s tour is aimed at 
urging regional allies to contin-
ue to confront the “significant 
threats” posed by Iran and Is-
lamic State group (IS) jihadists.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo holds a joint press conference with his 
Egyptian counterpart following their meeting at the ministry of foreign affairs

America will use 
diplomacy and work 

with our partners 
to expel every last 

Iranian boot
MIKE POMPEO


