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Mayflower Compact is signed by 
Pilgrims at Cape Cod, establishing 
the first framework of government 
in the territory that is now the USA

German mathematician Gottfried 
Wilhelm Leibniz demonstrates integral 

calculus for the first time to find the area 
under the graph of the function y = f(x)

Bonnie Prince Charlie’s Jaco-
bite army invades England in an 
attempt to restore the House of 
Stuart to the British throne

Yasser Arafat’s death from unidentified 
causes is confirmed by the Palestine 

Liberation Organization, and Mahmoud 
Abbas is elected PLO chairman shortly afte
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Saddened to learn 
of the killing of Dr 

Adam Ibrahim Ismail 
in yet another tragedy 
for #Sudan’s El-Fasher 
region. @WHO mourns 
the passing of Dr Ismail 
and demands an end to 
violence against health 
workers.  Sudan’s blood-
shed must end. Peace is 
the best medicine.

@DrTedros

Glad to see increased 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y 

our youth in events like 
Ironman 70.3 which was 
held in Goa today. Such 
events contribute to-
wards #FitIndia move-
ment. Congratulations to 
everyone who took part. 
Delighted that two of our 
young Party colleagues, 
Annamalai and Tejasvi 
Surya are among those 
who have successfully 
completed the Ironman 
Triathlon.

@narendramodi

The American people 
have the ultimate ad-

vocate and champion for 
peace in @POTUS. 

@SecRubio

We’ve never been 
better equipped 

to fight back against the 
climate crisis. Thanks to 
the renewables revolu-
tion, the clean-energy 
economy is no longer 
tomorrow’s promise. It’s 
today’s engine of pro-
gress.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

News in brief 
 u Tiny tsunami waves hit 
Japan’s northern Pacific coast on 
Sunday after an offshore earthquake, 
the national weather service said. 
The first tsunami hit the northern 
city of Miyako at 5:37 pm (0837 
GMT), but it was so small that the 
Japan Meteorological Agency said 
it could not measure its size. Later, 
ports in Kuji and Ofunato, located in the 
same region, saw waves as high as 20 
centimetres (less than eight inches), while 
smaller waves reached other ports in Iwate, 
the meteorological agency said. The quake 
struck around 5:03 pm (0803 GMT) in waters 
off Iwate, according to the Japanese agency 
which initially estimated its strength at magnitude 6.7 but later revised it to 6.9. 
The US Geological Survey measured the quake as magnitude 6.8.

u The Taliban government expressed its disappointment yesterday 
that it was not invited to the COP30 conference despite Afghanistan being 
one of the nations most vulnerable to climate change. The 30th UN Climate 

Change Conference opens Monday and is set to draw 
representatives from dozens of countries to Brazil. 
Afghanistan’s National Environmental Protection 
Agency (NEPA) expressed its “deep concern over the 
fact that, despite Afghanistan being one of the most 
climate-vulnerable countries, it has unfortunately 

not received an official invitation” to COP30. Last year the Taliban government, 
which is currently only recognised by Russia, sent a delegation to COP29 -- but 
as a “guest” of host Azerbaijan rather than a party directly involved in the 
negotiations.

u Pakistan said yesterday it was committed to “dialogue” with 
Afghanistan despite peace talks ending after deadly 
violence, with Islamabad stressing its security 
concerns persist. The two sides met in Istanbul 
in an effort to cement a truce agreed on October 
19 in Qatar, after dozens of people were killed in 
cross-border fire between the South Asian nations. 
In its first acknowledgement that the negotiations 
were over, Islamabad said the third round of talks 
“concluded” on Friday. “Pakistan remains committed 
to (the) resolution of bilateral differences through 
dialogue,” the foreign ministry said in a statement. 
“However, Pakistan’s core concern, i.e. terrorism 
emanating from Afghanistan needs to be addressed 
first and foremost.” Islamabad accuses Kabul of 
harbouring militant groups, particularly the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) that 
regularly claims deadly attacks in Pakistan. The Afghan Taliban deny sheltering 
the group.

Taliban 
govt protests no 
invitation to UN 
climate summit

Pakistan 
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‘dialogue’ despite 
Afghan talks 

ending

Japan 
observes tiny 
tsunami following 
6.9-magnitude 

quake

The truce, which came into 
effect on October 10, saw 20 
living hostages returned by 
Hamas to Israel in exchange 

for approximately 2,000 
Palestinian prisoners.

KNOW WHAT

UK minister says claims BBC misled 
viewers with Trump edit ‘incredibly serious’
• The concerns regard 
clips spliced together 
from sections of the 
US president’s speech 
on January 6, 2021 
that made it appear he 
told supporters he was 
going to walk to the 
US Capitol with them 
and “fight like hell”

• In the undoctored 
clip, however, the 
president urged the 
audience to walk 
with him “and we’re 
going to cheer on 
our brave senators 
and congressmen 
and women”

AFP | London, United Kingdom

A UK government minister 
yesterday described as 
“incredibly serious” alle-

gations over the way the BBC ed-
ited clips of US President Donald 
Trump in a flagship documenta-
ry programme.

The comments by Culture, 
Media and Sport Minister Lisa 
Nandy came as the broadcaster 
said its chair Samir Shah would 

provide an explanation to a par-
liamentary committee on Mon-
day.

Media outlets, including the 
BBC, reported Sunday that the 
response was expected to in-
clude an apology.

The concerns regard clips 

spliced together from sections 
of the US president’s speech on 
January 6, 2021 that made it ap-
pear he told supporters he was 
going to walk to the US Capitol 
with them and “fight like hell”.

In the undoctored clip, how-
ever, the president urged the 
audience to walk with him “and 
we’re going to cheer on our brave 
senators and congressmen and 
women”.

At the time, Trump was still 
disputing President Joe Bid-
en’s election victory, in the vote 
which saw him ousted after his 
first term in office.

“The BBC chairman will pro-
vide a full response to the Cul-
ture, Media and Sport Commit-
tee on Monday,” a BBC spokes-
person said.

The edit was included in a 
documentary entitled “Trump: 
A Second Chance?”, which was 
broadcast by the BBC the week 
before last year’s US election.

‘Bias’ allegation
Nandy said the Trump edit 

was one of a number of concerns 
about editorial standards at the 

BBC. “It isn’t just about the Pano-
rama programme, although that 
is incredibly serious, there are a 
series of very serious allegations 
made, the most serious of which 
is that there is systemic bias in 
the way that difficult issues are 
reported at the BBC,” she told 
BBC television in an interview.

Nandy added that she was 
concerned about a tendency for 
editorial standards and the lan-
guage used in reports to be “en-
tirely inconsistent” whether it be 
on “Israel, Gaza... trans people 
or on this issue about President 
Trump”.

The licence fee-funded broad-
caster earlier this year issued 
several apologies for “serious 
flaws” in the making of another 
documentary, “Gaza: How To 
Survive A Warzone”, broadcast 
in February.

In October it accepted a 
sanction from the UK media 
watchdog for the “material-
ly misleading ” programme 
whose child narrator was later 
revealed to be the son of Ha-
mas’s former deputy minister of  
agriculture.

Israel receives remains believed 
to be officer killed in 2014 war

• If confirmed, 
Goldin would be the 
24th deceased hostage 
whose remains have 
been returned

• Goldin’s body has 
been held in Gaza 
since his death

• Goldin, 23, was part of 
an Israeli unit tasked with 
locating and destroying 
Hamas tunnels

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel said it had received yes-
terday the remains of a hos-
tage that Hamas said were 

those of Israeli officer Hadar 
Goldin, killed more than a decade 
ago in the 2014 Gaza war.

Israeli forensic experts were 
determining the identity of the 
remains after they were brought 
to Israel.

If confirmed, Goldin would be 
the 24th deceased hostage whose 
remains have been returned by 
Hamas since the start of the 
ceasefire on October 10 that has 
halted the latest war in Gaza, 
which broke out in October 2023.

“Israel has received, via the 
Red Cross, the coffin of a fallen 
hostage that was transferred to 
IDF and Shin Bet personnel in-
side the Gaza Strip,” the prime 
minister’s office said.

Hamas’ armed wing, the Ez-
zedine Al-Qassam Brigades, said 
earlier it had found Goldin’s re-
mains in a tunnel in Rafah the 
day before.

Goldin’s body has been held in 
Gaza since his death. Until now, 
Hamas had never acknowledged 
his death nor possession of his 
remains.

Israeli media reported on Sat-
urday that Israel had allowed 
Hamas and Red Cross personnel 
to search in an area under Israeli 
control in Rafah to locate Gol-
din’s remains.

“Lieutenant Hadar Goldin fell 
in heroic combat during Oper-
ation Protective Edge” in 2014, 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu said at the weekly cabinet 
meeting on Sunday.

“His body was abducted by Ha-
mas, which refused to return him 
throughout this entire period.”

Killed in ambush
Goldin, 23, was part of an Israe-

li unit tasked with locating and 
destroying Hamas tunnels when 
he was killed on August 1, 2014, 
just hours after a 72-hour hu-
manitarian ceasefire took effect.

Israeli government spokes-
woman Shosh Bedrosian said 
Goldin had been killed in an am-
bush.

Previous efforts to retrieve his 
remains through prisoner swaps 
had failed.

“The return of his (Goldin’s) 
body, after an 11-year delay, car-
ries great significance,” said Is-
raeli columnist Amos Harel in 
the left-leaning Haaretz news-
paper.

“It will close a painful chapter 
and send a message that Israel’s 
commitment to leaving no soldier 
behind remains steadfast.”

Samah Deeb, displaced from 
northern Gaza to central Gaza, 
remained apprehensive even as 
Hamas returned hostages.

“We still feel like hostages to 
the situation,” Deeb, 33, told AFP.

“The next stage of the cease-
fire, which involves disarmament 
of Hamas and administration of 
the Strip worries us.

“I want my children to have 

a dignified life, for schools 
a n d  e d u c a t i o n  t o  re t u r n , 
and for us to live in a proper 
home, not a tent or temporary  
shelter.”

Her views were echoed by 
Mohammed Zamlout, another 
displaced Gazan.

“We want Israel’s withdraw-
al. We want to return to our de-
stroyed homes, begin reconstruc-
tion, rebuild infrastructure and 
schools, and restore life for our 
children,” he said.

Israel listed Goldin among the 
deceased hostages whose re-
mains it is seeking to repatriate 
under the ongoing US-brokered 
ceasefire deal to end the latest 
Gaza war.

At the start of the truce, Hamas 
was holding 20 living hostages 
and the bodies of 28 deceased 
captives.

It has since released all the 
living hostages and returned 23 
remains of the deceased in line 
with the ceasefire terms.

In exchange, Israel has re-
leased nearly 2,000 Palestinian 
prisoners that had been in its 
custody and returned the bodies 
of hundreds killed in Gaza.

Apart from Goldin, four hos-
tage bodies -- three Israeli and 
one Thai -- remain to be returned 
from Gaza, all of them seized 
during the October 2023 attack.

Hostage buried
Meanwhile, the family of Staff 

Sergeant Itay Chen laid him to 
rest on Sunday after his body was 
handed over just days ago.

Chen, a dual Israeli-US nation-
al, was working at the border 
with the Gaza Strip when Hamas 
and its allies attacked Israel on 
October 7, 2023.

The Israeli military announced 
his death in March 2024, saying 
he had died in combat and his 
body had been taken to Gaza.

“In those harrowing moments, 
Itay revealed the quiet heroism 
that defines true courage, the 
willingness to face unthinkable 
danger so that others may live,” 
US special envoy to the Middle 
East Steve Witkoff said in a vid-
eo eulogy released by Chen’s  
family.

Hamas’s attack resulted in the 
deaths of 1,221 people on the Is-
raeli side, mostly civilians, ac-
cording to an AFP tally based on 
official Israeli figures.

The Israeli military’s retalia-
tory campaign has since killed 
69,176 Palestinians, also most-
ly civilians, according to Gaza’s 
health ministry.

The ministry, whose figures 
are considered reliable by the 
UN, does not specify the number 
of fighters killed within this total.

Israeli soldiers salute and people hold national flags as a van carrying human remains, thought to be those of Lt. Hadar 
Goldin, whom Hamas claims to have returned as part of a ceasefire agreement between Israel and Palestinian factions in 
Gaza, arrives at the National Center for Forensic Medicine in Tel Aviv

U.S. President Donald Trump

Israel confirms remains returned are 
officer Goldin killed in 2014 Gaza war
Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel said the remains it re-
ceived yesterday from Ha-

mas were those of Lieutenant 
Hadar Goldin, an Israeli of-
ficer killed more than a decade 
ago in the 2014 Gaza war.

Palestinians recount ‘black hole’ of Israeli detention
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Denied contact with his law-
yer for months, now freed 

Palestinian prisoner Shady Abu 
Sedo said he lost all sense of 
time while he was held in Israeli 
jails during the war in Gaza.

The 35-year-old resident of 
the Palestinian territory was 
arrested in March 2024, five 
months into the war sparked by 
Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack 
on Israel.

Abu Sedo, a photojournal-
ist, said he was arrested while 
working at Al-Shifa hospital in 
Gaza City and detained at Sde 
Teiman prison, a military facility 
in Israel used to hold Gazans 
during the war.

At the time of his arrest the 
Al-Shifa complex was at the 
centre of the war, with human-
itarian organisations accusing 
Israel of rights violations while 
Israel accused Hamas of using 
it and other civilian facilities as 
command centres.

Abu Sedo was held under Isra-
el’s “unlawful combatants” law, 
which permits the detention of 
suspected members of “hostile 
forces” for months on end with-
out charge.

A b u 

Sedo said he was repeatedly 
confronted with claims from 
the Israelis that “they had killed 
our children, our women and 
bombed our homes”.

“So, when I saw (my children), 
honestly, it was a shock,” he told 
AFP by telephone after his re-
lease to Gaza on October 13 un-
der the US-brokered ceasefire.

“Imagine, 100 days from five 
in the morning until 11 at night, 
sitting on your knees, hand-
cuffed, blindfolded, forbidden 
to speak or talk,” Abu Sedo said.

“You don’t know the time, you 
don’t know the days, you don’t 
know where you are.”

“After 100 days of torture, 
they took me for interrogation 
to confirm my identity. They 
tortured me without knowing 
who I was,” he said, describing 
eye and ear injuries.

Then came a transfer to Ofer 
military prison in the Israeli-oc-
cupied West Bank, where he 
said conditions were “beyond 
imagination”.

During his incarceration, Abu 
Sedo was able to speak with his 
lawyer only twice.

He said he hadn’t  been 
charged and that his detention 
had been “automatically extend-

ed” without 

explanation. The Israeli mili-
tary declined to comment on 
his case.

The Israel prison service says 
all inmates “are held according 
to legal procedures, and their 
rights including access to med-
ical care and adequate living 
conditions are upheld”.

‘Unlawful combatants’
According to the Red Cross, 

the term “unlawful combatant” 
refers to someone who “belongs 
to an armed group, in a context 
where either the individual or 
the group do not fulfil the con-
ditions for combatant status.”

The term emerged in the 
United States after the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 attacks, when 
the administration of George 
W. Bush used it to justify the 
detention of terrorism suspects.

It was introduced into Israeli 
law in 2002 and denies protec-
tions typically granted to detain-
ees and prisoners of war.

Israel then amended the law 
at the start of the Gaza war.

Under the revised legislation, 
prisoners can be detained for 
45 days without an administra-
tive process, compared with 96 
hours previously.

Prisoners can be held for 75 

days without a court hearing, 
up from 14 days, and this can be 
extended to 180 days.

In July 2024, Amnesty Inter-
national demanded the law be 
repealed.

It said the legislation served to 
“arbitrarily round up Palestini-
an civilians from Gaza and toss 
them into a virtual black hole 
for prolonged periods without 
producing any evidence that 
they pose a security threat”.

‘Months to get appointment’
In late October, Israel issued 

an order banning the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) from visiting pris-

oners held as “unlawful com-
batants”.

In practice, that will make law 
the status quo that has prevailed 
since the beginning of the war 
in Gaza.

The ICRC says it has not been 
allowed to visit detainees in jail 
since then, save for pre-release 
interviews conducted under 
ceasefire and prisoner exchange 
deals.Several rghts groups have 
denounced what they say is a 
form of incommunicado deten-
tion for Palestinian prisoners, 
hampering the legal defence of 
detainees.

Israel holds around 1,000 “un-
lawful combatants” in military 
and civilian prisons, according 
to several NGOs.

For these detainees, “the law-
yer is their only connection to 
the outside world,” said Naji 
Abbas of Physicians for Human 
Rights. The rights group says 
that 18 doctors and dozens of 
other health professionals from 
Gaza are still languishing with-
out charge in Israeli prisons.

“It takes months to get an ap-
pointment. We visit them but 
we have a lot of difficulties,” said 
Abbas, adding that such visits 
often lasted less than half an 
hour.

Men pray over the body of 26-year-old Palestinian Ahmad Drawsheh, who was killed by Israeli forces, during his funeral in Al-Faraa refugee camp, near the city of Nablus in the Israeli-occupied West Bank

‘Predator: Badlands’ conquers 
N. American box office
AFP | Los Angeles, United 
States

“Predator: Badlands,” the lat-
est installment in the sci-fi 

horror franchise that started 
nearly 40 years ago, devoured 
the competition at the North 
American box office, debuting 
at $40 million, industry esti-
mates showed Sunday.

The 20th Century Studios 
film stars Dimitrius Schus-
ter-Koloamatangi as an out-
cast Predator who is the hero 
this time, teaming up with an 
android (Elle Fanning) on an 
epic journey to prove himself.

I t  i s  t h e  n i n t h  e n t r y 
in the popular franchise 
launched in 1987 with Arnold 
Schwarzenegger as its star.

In second place was Para-
mount’s “Regretting You,” the 
latest film adaptation of a Col-
leen Hoover novel, at $7.1 mil-
lion for the Friday to Sunday 
period, Exhibitor Relations 
reported.

Directed by Josh Boone, the 
romantic drama tells the story 
of a mother (Allison Williams) 
and teenage daughter (McK-
enna Grace) navigating life and 
love after tragedy strikes.

Universal’s horror sequel 
“Black Phone 2,” once again 
starring Ethan Hawke as a dev-
ilish villain, came in third with 
$5.3 million in ticket sales in 
the United States and Canada.

Debuting in fourth place 
was “Sarah’s Oil,” MGM’s faith-

based drama drawn from his-
tory about a young Black girl 
in early 20th century Okla-
homa who inherits land she 
believes is oil-rich. It earned 
$4.5 million.

And in fifth place at $4.1 
million was another new film, 
Sony’s “Nuremberg,” which 
retells the story of the post-
war Nazi trials with a focus 
on Hitler’s right-hand man, 
Hermann Goering.

Russell Crowe’s portrayal of 
the Luftwaffe commander is 
earning Oscars buzz.

Rounding out the top 10 
were:

“Chainsaw Man - The Mov-
ie: Reze Arc” ($3.6 million)

“Bugonia” ($3.5 million)
“Die My Love” ($2.8 million)
“Springsteen: Deliver Me 

from Nowhere” ($2.2 million)
“Tron: Ares” ($1.8 million)

Ukraine scrambles for energy after Russian attacks
AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

Around 100,000 people were 
still without power in the 

northeastern Ukrainian region 
of Kharkiv, Kyiv authorities said 
Sunday, a day after Russia's latest 
attacks on energy infrastructure.

Moscow, which has escalated 
attacks on Ukraine's infrastruc-
ture in recent months, launched 
hundreds of drones at energy 
facilities across the country over-
night into Saturday.

Some of these strikes affect-
ed the Kharkiv region, home to 
Ukraine's second biggest city, 

Restoration Minister Oleksiy 
Kuleba said.

"Time is needed to restart the 
equipment. Currently, around 
100,000 consumers remain with-
out electricity, water, and heat-
ing," Kuleba said.

Ukraine's energy minister Svit-
lana Grynchuk said the wave of 
attacks, which killed four people, 
marked "one of the most diffi-
cult nights" for Ukrainian energy 
since the Russian invasion began.

In the Poltava region, one of 

the most affected, power was 
mostly restored on Sunday. But 
damaged equipment left parts of 
its main city still in the dark, local 
authorities said.

State energy operator Ukren-
ergo implemented scheduled 
power cuts, allowing to balance 
the system, in most Ukrainian 
regions. Russia has targeted the 
power and heating grid through-
out its almost four-year invasion, 
destroying a large part of the key 
civilian infrastructure.

Aa heavily damaged residential building 
in Dnipro


