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Cost-of-Living allowance 
rules under review to 
reassess ‘Actual Income’
Mohammed Darwish
TDT |Manama

BD1,000 income cap and 
‘single CR’ rule for Bah-

rain’s cost-of-living allow-
ance are under review, with 
ministers re-measuring ‘actu-
al income’, especially for the 
self-employed.

In a written reply to Par-
liament, Minister of Parlia-
mentary Affairs Ghanim Al 
Buainain said the review looks 
at how eligibility is set so sup-
port reaches those who qualify 
while keeping social aims and 
the public purse in balance. 
The work centres on how 
‘actual income’ is defined for 
people whose earnings vary 
and may not be captured by 
the current tests.

Current rules were agreed 
by the executive and legisla-
ture in 2013 and have been 
used since. Sup-
port  goes to 
e v e r y  B a h -
raini head of 
h o u s e h o l d 
o n  B D 1 , 0 0 0 
or less. The 
a l l o w a n c e 
is split into 
three in-
c o m e 

bands. Beneficiaries may hold 
one commercial registration.

On 20 December 2021 the 
Cabinet raised the allowance 
for low-income groups by 10 
per cent. The present review, 
run with the relevant bodies, 
seeks clearer and fairer ways 
to gauge income across differ-
ent groups, including free-pro-
fession workers.

While the reply stops short 
of backing the motion outright, 
the government says it agrees 
with its aims and is finishing 
a technical study that takes in 
all related factors, including 
sharper tests for ‘actual in-
come’. Any changes are meant 
to improve how the scheme 
works and better match sup-
port to people’s circumstances.

The reply closes by saying 
the government will keep 
working with MPs to meet 

citizens’ expectations and 
uphold social justice 

within a wider plan 
for steady economic 

and social progress.

Ghanim Al 
Buainain, Minister 
of Parliamentary 

Affairs

‘Ali Bahar Night’ fills the theatre and the Soul
Ashen Tharaka 
TDT | Manama

It was more than a concert 
— it was a homecoming for 

the soul of Bahraini music. The 
Bahrain National Theatre came 
alive last night as the Bahrain 
Philharmonic Orchestra, under 
the masterful baton of Maestro 
Mubarak Najeeb, presented the 
highly anticipated encore of “Ali 
Bahar Night.”

The audience, a sea of emo-
tion and admiration, filled 
every seat — a reflection of 
how deeply the late Ali Bahar 
still resonates with the nation’s  
heart. 

Tickets for this extra per-
formance had vanished in re-
cord time, gone within three 
hours of release, proving that 
Bahar’s voice, even years after 
his passing, still calls people  
together.

From the moment the first 
note echoed through the hall, 
nostalgia swept over the crowd. 
Familiar melodies — once heard 
on radios, at family gatherings, 
and along the Bahraini coast-
line — returned transformed, 
elevated by sweeping orchestral 
arrangements that carried both 
reverence and renewal. Under 
Dr. Mubarak Najeeb’s direc-
tion, Bahar’s songs gained new 
color — strings danced, brass 
soared, and percussion pulsed 
with the rhythm of Bahraini  
pride.

Each piece drew thunderous 
applause. Some in the audience 
smiled through tears; others 

swayed gently, caught between 
memory and melody. It was as 

if the spirit of Ali Bahar him-
self hovered above the stage — 

guiding, blessing, and singing 
through every note.
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BJA commends 
royal support 
for journalists
TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Journalists 
Association (BJA) has ex-

tended its sincere gratitude to 
His Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, for graciously receiving 
the Chairman and members 
of the Association’s Board of 
Directors on the occasion of 
the approval of the Press and 
Electronic Media Law, ratified 
by His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa.

BJA Chairman Isa Al Shai-
ji expressed the appreciation 
of Bahrain’s media and jour-
nalistic community for the 
government’s efforts, under 
the leadership of HRH Prince 
Salman, in finalising a law 
that meets the aspirations of 
journalists and media profes-
sionals, safeguards rights, and 
regulates the digital media  
landscape.

Al Shaiji praised His Royal 
Highness’s unwavering sup-
port for the national press 
and said that the Association’s 
Board members were hon-
oured to receive His High-
ness’s guidance on the role and 
responsibilities of the press 
amid the Kingdom’s ongoing 

development, led by His Maj-
esty the King.

He added that the Bahraini 
media community deeply val-
ues the continuous support 
extended by HRH the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, 
which has enabled journalists 
to perform their duties effec-
tively as part of Team Bahrain, 
keeping pace with the evolving 
media landscape.

The BJA head commended 
the government’s constructive 
cooperation with the Associa-
tion in shaping a modern and 
progressive media law that re-
flects the Kingdom’s rich press 
history and honours the con-
tributions of Bahraini journal-
ists to national development.

Isa Al Shaiji

Trusted voices
HRH Prince Salman hails Bahraini media for national duty,  

credibility and professionalism
TDT | Manama

His Royal  Highness 
Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the 

Crown Prince and Prime Minis-
ter, commended Bahraini media 
professionals for their strong 
sense of national duty.

He noted that their credibility 
and professionalism continue to 
play a vital role in driving the 
Kingdom’s development.

During a meeting with the 
Chairman of the Bahraini Jour-
nalists Association (BJA), Isa 
Al Shaiji, and members of the 
Association’s Board at Riffa 
Palace, HRH Prince Salman un-
derscored the central role of 
the national press in advanc-
ing Bahrain’s development and 
showcasing the Kingdom’s 
wide-ranging achievements 
under the leadership of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa.

Senior officials
The meeting was attended 

by His Highness Shaikh Isa bin 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Minister of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Court; His Highness Shai-

kh Mohammed bin Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa; His Excel-
lency Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa 

Al Khalifa, Minister of Finance 
and National Economy; and sev-
eral senior officials.

“The credibility and profes-
sionalism of Bahraini journalists 
embody their dedication to the 
nation and strengthen Bahrain’s 
position as a hub of progress and 
prosperity,” His Royal Highness 
said.

He emphasised that the issu-
ance of the new Press and Elec-
tronic Media Law reflects Bah-
rain’s commitment to fostering 
an accommodating legislative 
environment that supports me-
dia growth in line with national 
strategic aspirations.

“This law reinforces Bahrain’s 
approach to modernisation and 
institutional development while 
safeguarding freedom of opin-
ion and expression,” HRH the 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister affirmed.

HRH the Crown Prince and Prime Minister meets with BJA Chairman Isa Al Shaiji and Board Members 

“The issuance of the new Press and Electronic 
Media Law reflects Bahrain’s commitment 
to fostering an accommodating legislative 

environment that supports media growth.” 
- HRH PRINCE SALMAN BIN HAMAD AL KHALIFA, THE CROWN PRINCE AND PRIME MINISTER


