
Hungary’s Laszlo Krasznahorkai 
wins Nobel literature prize
• Honored for 
compelling and visionary 
dystopian works

AFP | Stockholm

The Nobel Prize in Litera-
ture was yesterday awarded 

to Laszlo Krasznahorkai, con-
sidered by many as Hungary’s 
most important living author 
whose works explore themes of 
postmodern dystopia and mel-
ancholy.

The Swedish Academy hon-
oured him “for his compelling 
and visionary oeuvre that, in the 
midst of apocalyptic terror, reaf-
firms the power of art.”

“I’m very happy, I’m calm and 
very nervous altogether,” the au-
thor told Swedish broadcaster 
Sveriges Radio.

“It is my first day as a Nobel 
prize winner,” he said.

The Academy highlighted 
Krasznahorkai’s first novel pub-
lished in 1985, “Satantango”, 
which brought him to promi-

nence in Hungary and remains 
his best-known work.

The Academy called it “a liter-
ary sensation”.

Krasznahorkai is “a great epic 
writer in the Central European 
tradition that extends through 
Kafka to Thomas Bernhard, and 
is characterised by absurdism 
and grotesque excess,” the Acad-
emy said.

“But there are more strings to 

his bow, and he also looks to the 
East in adopting a more contem-
plative, finely calibrated tone.”

“The result is a string of works 
inspired by the deep-seated im-
pressions left by his journeys to 
China and Japan,” it said.

Krasznahorkai was among 
those mentioned as a possible 
winner in the run-up to the prize.

The permanent secretary of 
the Academy, Mats Malm, said 

he had managed to contact the 
newest laureate to inform him.

“I just reached Laszlo Kraszna-
horkai on the telephone on a visit 
in Frankfurt, where he was,” he 
said.

“We have started to discuss 
things, about arrangements in 
December (for the prize ceremo-
ny in Stockholm), but not come 
so far yet.”

North Korea expected to stage 
military parade as party turns 80

AFP | Seoul

North Korea is set to host 
top officials from China 

and Russia to mark 80 years 
under the ruling Workers’ Par-
ty, a celebration that is expect-
ed to feature a massive military 
parade showcasing its latest 
advanced weaponry.

Planning for the spectacle, 
which could begin as early as 
yesterday, has been shrouded 
in secrecy, with South Korea’s 
military saying the North may 
stage the parade at night.

It comes as North Korea’s 
leader Kim Jong Un has been 
emboldened by the war in 
Ukraine, securing critical sup-
port from Russia after sending 
thousands of North Korean 
troops to fight alongside Mos-
cow’s forces.

Last month, Kim appeared 
alongside Chinese President 
Xi Jinping and Russian leader 
Vladimir Putin at an elaborate 
military parade in Beijing.

Chinese Premier Li Qiang 
will lead the Chinese delega-

tion to this week’s 80th anni-
versary celebrations, while the 
deputy head of Russia’s Securi-
ty Council, Dmitry Medvedev 
-- a key Putin ally -- will also 
be in Pyongyang.

The grand event will be a 
“public spectacle that mate-
rialises the strategic consol-
idation of the China-North 
Korea-Russia axis,” Seong-Hy-
on Lee, a visiting scholar at 
the Harvard University Asia 
Center, said.

“More strategically, Kim is 
demonstrating his worth as 
a partner. By displaying ad-
vanced weaponry and a pow-
erful military, he is telling Bei-
jing and Moscow, ‘I am not a 
client state; I am a valuable and 
capable ally,’” Lee said.

Analysts expect the parade 
to showcase a new solid-fuel 
intercontinental ballistic mis-
sile (ICBM) that could put the 
US mainland within Pyong-
yang’s reach, as well as new 
drones and hypersonic weap-
ons aimed at threatening US 
forces.
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I join the @UN Secre-
tary-General’s call for 

an immediate ceasefire 
in #Gaza. Unrestricted 
humanitarian access is 
urgently needed to de-
liver life-saving food & 
assistance. @WFP is on 
the ground and ready to 
scale up operations, but 
we need to move NOW—
there is no time to waste.

@WFPChief

From Riyadh, I’m in 
close contact with 

team in Gaza, US and re-
gional colleagues to seize 
opportunity of President 
Trump’s peace deal and 
save as many lives as 
possible. This moment, 
for which we have long 
worked, must not be a 
false dawn for all who 
long for end to conflict.

@UNReliefChief

For Israelis and Pales-
tinians alike, the cease-

fire & hostage release deal 
offers a glimmer of relief. 
That glimmer must be-
come the dawn of peace; 
the beginning of the end of 
this devastating war.

@antonioguterres

Our partnership with 
India is delivering 

for British people. 10,000 
new jobs created and £1.3 
billion of investment back 
into the UK. Backing Brit-
ish jobs and British busi-
ness.

@Keir_Starmer
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News in brief 
 u Russian President 
Vladimir Putin yesterday 
admitted for the first time 

his country played a role in the 2024 
crash of an Azerbaijani passenger plane, 
describing it as a “tragedy”. At least 
38 people were killed in the crash. In a 
meeting with Azerbaijani President Ilham 
Aliyev, Putin said Russia had deployed 
missiles to destroy Ukrainian drones on 

the morning of the incident, and that they exploded “a few meters away” from 
the aircraft. “Russia will do everything necessary in such tragic cases to provide 
compensation, and the actions of all officials will be legally assessed,” he said.

 u The world just 
had its third-hottest 
September on record, the 
Copernicus Climate Change Service said, as global 
average temperatures remained stuck near 
historic highs for yet another month. September 
did not break the record for the month set in 2023 
and was only marginally cooler than the same period 
in 2024, said the EU’s global warming monitor. “The 
global temperature context remains much the same, 
with persistently high land and sea surface temperatures reflecting the continuing 
influence of greenhouse gas accumulation in the atmosphere,” said Dr Samantha 
Burgess, strategic lead for climate at Copernicus.

 u A moderately strong earthquake 
struck yesterday near a northern 
Philippine mountain city home to 

hundreds of thousands of people, forcing 
people out of buildings and shutting 
down schools, officials said. Employees 
rushed out of office buildings in the city 
of 366,000 following the shallow quake 
which occurred at 10.30 am, 10 days after a 
powerful quake killed more than 70 people 

in the central Philippines, residents said by telephone. “We’re going to check for 
damage,” building administrator Ralph Cabuag said as more than 300 employees 
and patients filed out of the three-storey Baguio city health office.

Putin admits Russian role in 
2024 crash of Azerbaijani jet

Quake rattles 
north Philippines city

September third-hottest 
globally on record: climate monitor

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un (top C) delivering a speech at the Party 
Founding Museum in Pyongyang

Krasznahorkai 
described his 

distinctive, demanding 
prose as “reality 
examined to the 

point of madness,” 
a reflection of his 

relentless search for 
meaning amid chaos 

and artistic desolation
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Al-Hussein (Al-Husayn ibn) and 
his followers are killed at Karbala 
by the army of Yazid, the Umayyad 
caliph, on their way to Kufa

The Great Hurricane of 1780 hits Barbados 
and goes on to kill 20,000 to 30,000 people 
in the Caribbean, making it the deadliest 
recorded hurricane in the Atlantic

The Great Chicago Fire is finally 
extinguished after three days, leaving 
approximately 300 dead, 100,000 homeless, 
and causing $222 million in damage

Ho Chi Minh 
enters Hanoi after 
the withdrawal of 
French troops

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Macron seeks new PM 
to end France crisis
French president has 48 hours to name a successor after Lecornu’s shock resignation

• Lecornu quits after 
weeks of gridlock

• New premier will be 
Macron’s eighth in office

• Austerity budget 
sparks ongoing 
government standoff

AFP | Paris

French President Emma-
nuel Macron was yester-
day racing to find a new 

prime minister within a two-day 
deadline after the resignation 
of outgoing premier Sebastien 
Lecornu tipped the country 
deeper into political crisis.

The presidency said late 
Wednesday that Macron would 
name a new prime minister with-
in the next 48 hours, indicat-ing 
the appointment would come by 
Friday evening at the latest.

A declaration seemed unlikely 
yesterday, with foreign ministers 
in Paris for talks on plans to help 
Palestinians after the Gaza war, 
then Macron due to attend a cer-
emony in the evening honouring 
a late justice minister who ended 
capi-tal punishment.

An announcement of a new 
prime minister looked more 
likely on Friday, and could even 
include a cabinet lineup, a source 

close to the president said.
Lecornu told French television 

in an interview on Wednesday 
evening that he expected a new 
premier to be named -- rather 
than early legislative elections or 
Macron’s resignation -- in order 
to resolve the crisis.

Unless Lecornu is reappoint-
ed, the new premier will be the 
eighth of Macron’s presidency.

 ‘Roll up its sleeves’ 
Lecornu resigned early Mon-

day after less than a month in 

office but Macron gave him up 
to Wednesday evening to find a 
way out of months of deadlock 
over an austerity budget.

Lecornu’s two immediate pre-
decessors were ousted by the 
legislative chamber in a standoff 
over the spending plan.

The president “will name a 
prime minister within 48 hours”, 
the presidency said, adding a 
“path was possible” to agree 
a budget by the end of the  
year.

The escalation of the crisis has 

turned into the worst political 
headache for Macron since he 
came to office in 2017, with close 
allies deserting a head of state 
who now appears increasingly 
isolated.

Former premier Edouard 
Philippe said that Macron him-
self should step down and call 
snap presidential polls.

But Lecornu insisted the pres-
ident should serve out his man-
date until 2027, saying it was “not 
the time to change the presi-
dent”.

Gaza truce finally signed
Israel confirms all parties have signed the first phase of a Gaza ceasefire and hostage deal in Egypt

• Hostage releases to 
begin within 72 hours

• Israel to free 
hundreds of Palestinian 
prisoners

• Trump to visit 
Jerusalem, possibly Gaza

AFP | Sharm el Sheikh

Israel said yesterday that all 
parties have signed the first 
phase of a Gaza ceasefire and 

hostage release deal, in a major 
step to end a war that has killed 
tens of thousands of people.

The agreement in Egypt fol-
lows a 20-point peace plan for 
Gaza announced last month by 
US President Donald Trump, af-
ter more than two years of war 
sparked by Hamas’s October 
2023 attack on Israel.

Trump was expected to be in 
Jerusalem on Sunday, the office 
of his Israeli counterpart said, 
after the US leader said he might 
also go to Egypt and consider 
going to Gaza.

With Israel’s security cabinet 
due to meet from 1400 GMT, a 
ceasefire was to take hold in dev-
astated Gaza “within 24 hours”, 
government spokeswoman 
Shosh Bedrosian said.

“The final draft of phase one 
was signed this morning in Egypt 
by all parties to release all the 
hostages,” she told journalists.

“Now phase one stands very 
clear: all of our hostages, the liv-
ing and the deceased, will be re-
leased 72 hours later, which will 
bring us to Monday,” she said.

At 1500 GMT, Israel’s full cabi-
net will meet to approve the deal, 
under which the military should 
withdraw from Gaza and release 
hundreds of Palestinian prison-
ers in exchange for the hostages.

The deal also envisions a surge 
of aid into Gaza, where the UN 
has declared famine.

The Israeli army said it was 
preparing to pull back troops in 
Gaza, in line with the agreement.

Trump’s plan also calls for the 

disarmament of Hamas and for 
Gaza to be ruled by a transition-
al authority headed by the US 
president himself, though these 
points have yet to be addressed 
in discussions.

A source within Hamas told 
AFP the group will exchange 20 
living hostages all at the same 
time for nearly 2,000 Palestinian 
prisoners as part of the deal’s 
first phase.

 ‘Tears of joy’ 
The announcement sparked 

joy in Gaza, much of which has 
been flattened by bombardment 
and most of whose residents have 
been displaced at least once over 
the past two years.

“Honestly, when I heard the 
news, I couldn’t hold back. 
Tears of joy flowed. Two years 
of bombing, terror, destruction, 
loss, humiliation, and the con-
stant feeling that we could die at 
any moment,” displaced Palestin-
ian Samer Joudeh said.

In Israel, thousands of people 
gathered in a Tel Aviv square to 
celebrate, some  holding photos 
of hostages still in Gaza and wav-
ing Israeli and US flags.

Many wore stickers reading: 

“They’re coming back.”
“We have been waiting for this 

day for 734 days. We cannot im-
agine being anywhere else this 
morning,” said Laurence Ytzhak, 
54.

The deal was thrashed out 
in indirect negotiations behind 
closed doors in a conference cen-
tre in Sharm El-Sheikh, an Egyp-
tian resort town on the Red Sea.

While Arab leaders including 
Palestinian president Mahmud 
Abbas said they hoped the cease-
fire would lead to a permanent 

solution to the Israel-Palestinian 
conflict, there was no indication 
the talks were addressing any of 
the deeper issues at stake.

 ‘With God’s help’ 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-

min Netanyahu said he would 
bring the hostages home “with 
God’s help”, while Hamas has 
submitted a list of Palestinian 
prisoners it wants released from 
Israeli jails in the first phase.

The list names 250 Palestini-
ans sentenced to life imprison-
ment and 1,700 others arrested 
by Israel since the war began, 
according to the Hamas source.

High-profile inmate Marwan 
Barghouti -- from Hamas’s rival, 
the Fatah movement -- is among 
those the group wanted to see 
released, according to Egyptian 
state-linked media.

However, when asked by a 
journalist at a briefing wheth-
er Israel had agreed to release 
Barghouti, government spokes-
woman Bedrosian said: “I can 
tell you at this point in time 
that he will not be part of this  
release.”

The talks were taking place un-
der the shadow of the second an-

niversary of the October 7, 2023 
Hamas attack, which resulted in 
the deaths of 1,219 people, mostly 
civilians, according to an AFP tal-
ly based on official Israeli figures.

The group also took 251 peo-
ple hostage into Gaza, where 47 
remain, including 25 the Israeli 
military says are dead.

Israel’s retaliatory campaign 
in Gaza has killed at least 67,183 
people, according to the health 
ministry in the Hamas-run terri-
tory, figures the United Nations 
considers credible.

The data does not distinguish 
between civilians and combat-
ants but indicates that more than 
half of the dead are women and 
children.

Gaza’s civil defence agency, a 
rescue force operating under Ha-
mas’s authority, reported several 
strikes on the territory after the 
announcement of the deal.

 ‘The fighting must stop’ 
Pressure to end the war has 

escalated massively in recent 
weeks, and a UN probe last month 
accused Israel of genocide, a 
charge the government rejected 
as “distorted and false”.

Hamas has also been accused 
of committing war crimes and 
crimes against humanity.

Countries around the world 
welcomed the deal, with UN Sec-
retary General Antonio Guterres 
saying: “The fighting must stop 
once and for all.”

The final draft of phase 
one was signed this 

morning in Egypt by all 
parties to release all the 
hostages. Now phase one 
stands very clear: all of 
our hostages, the living 

and the deceased, will be 
released 72 hours later, 

which will bring us to 
Monday

GOVERNMENT SPOKESWOMAN SHOSH BED-
ROSIAN

Under the first phase 
of the deal, Hamas 
will exchange 20 

living hostages all at 
once for nearly 2,000 
Palestinian prisoners, 

with the release 
expected to conclude 

on Monday
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France’s outgoing Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs Jean-Noel Barrot (R) greets France’s President Emmanuel Macron 
at the Quai d’Orsay, France’s Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs, in Paris

A smoke plume billows following Israeli bombardment on the Gaza Strip as seen from across the border in southern Israel

Books of Hungarian writer Laszlo Krasznahorkai are on display at the Swedish 
Academy in Stockholm

500 US troops deploy in Chicago ahead of court hearing
AFP | Chicago

Five hundred US troops de-
ployed in the Chicago area 

yesterday as part of President 
Donald Trump’s hardline im-
migration crackdown, despite 
strenuous objections of local 
leaders seeking a judge’s order 
to block the mobilization.

District Judge April Perry was 
set to hold a hearing on the is-
sue, a day after Trump called for 
jailing the Democratic governor 
of Illinois and mayor of Chicago 
for resisting his military-backed 
mass deportation and anti-crime 
campaign.

The government argues the 
troops are needed to protect fed-
eral agents during immigration 
raids in the Democratic strong-

hold, the third-largest city in the 
United States, which the Trump 
administration depicts in exag-
gerated and lurid terms as “a war 
zone.”

A US Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) facility 
in the Chicago suburb of Broad-
view “has been the target of ac-
tual and threatened violence,” 
requiring “assistance from the 
Department of War,” the Trump 
administration said in a court 
filing late Wednesday.

Local elected officials were 
seeking to “second-guess” 
Trump’s judgement, the filing 
said.

“But responsibility, and ac-
countability, for those decisions 
should rest with the political 
branches of the federal govern-

ment, not this Court,” the filing 
argued.

National Guard troops were 
seen entering the Broadview 
facility overnight, local media 
reported yesterday.

The deployment includes 200 
National Guard troops from 
Texas and 300 from Illinois, the 
US Army Northern Command 
said in a statement Wednesday 
evening. They have been mobi-
lized for an initial period of 60 
days.

Perry’s decision will be close-
ly followed, as Trump has said 
he could invoke the rarely used 
Insurrection Act -- which allows 
the president to deploy the mil-
itary within the United States to 
suppress rebellion -- if courts or 
local officials are “holding us up.”

Members of the Texas National Guard walk inside the perimeter of a US 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detention facility in Broadview, 
Illinois


