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News of bahrairl

Clean energy shift

MP calls for study on small nuclear reactors to power Bahrain

Study underway

Mohammed Darwish

welve-month study
Tsought to test small, safe

nuclear reactors for Bah-
rain’s grid, as MP Dr Munir Se-
roor moves to add SMRs to the
power mix under the clean-en-
ergy plan.

The proposal asks the relevant
bodies to run a country-wide
feasibility study within a year,
covering technical, econom-
ic and environmental factors,
and to work with international
organisations and states with
know-how.

Supply

Findings would guide any lat-
er decision on placing SMRs in
Bahrain’s supply.

Seroor says the aim is to shore
up energy security by widening
sources and easing reliance on
natural gas, with demand rising
on the back of population and
economic growth.

He argues SMRs fit small and
mid-sized countries: compact
units that can be built on tight
sites, with high safety margins,
passive cooling, near-zero car-

- MP DR MUNIR SEROOR

bon output and the ability to
match power and desalination
needs. He notes this fits Bah-
rain’s environmental pledges.

SMR schemes
The lawmaker adds that SMR

schemes need smaller outlays
than large reactors, which
makes a full feasibility review
the next step.

Expected gains include great-
er self-reliance in power, lower
economic risk, new clean-ener-
gy investment and skilled jobs in
nuclear engineering and high-
tech fields, as well as a stronger
regional standing on sustainable
energy.

Seroor calls for a joint team
from the Ministry of Electricity
and Water, the Ministry of En-
vironment and the Sustainable
Energy Authority to oversee the
work and liaise with partners
in South Korea, Canada, Russia
and the United Arab Emirates.

Analysis

The study would deliver a full
technical, economic and envi-
ronmental analysis within 12
months.

The submission says SMRs
suit Bahrain’s geography, noting
they require neither vast land
parcels nor abundant cooling
water.

Waste heat could be used for
desalination, cutting gas use
and helping build future fiscal
buffers, in line with Bahrain Vi-
sion 2030 and a lower-emissions
economy.
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The MP adds that SMR
schemes need smaller
outlays than large reac-
tors, which makes a full
feasibility review the
next step.

Regional examples

Seroor points to regional ex-
amples, including the UAE’s Bar-
akah plant for power generation
and emissions cuts, Saudi plans
to use SMRs as part of its energy
diversification, and civil nuclear
projects in Jordan and Egypt
focused on electricity and water.

He concludes that the step
aims to place Bahrain among
states adopting safe, sustainable
power generation while sup-
porting economic self-reliance
and environmental protection.

His Excellency Yousif bin Abdulhussain Khalaf, Minister of Legal Affairs

and Acting Minister of Labour, commended the close cooperation between
the Kingdom of Bahrain and Bangladesh across various domains, reflecting
the mutual commitment to further strengthening coordination in areas of
shared interest. Khalaf was speaking as he received H.E. Mohammed Rais
Hasan Sarower, Ambassador of Bangladesh to Bahrain. The Bangladeshi
Ambassador affirmed his country’s keenness to continue enhancing bilateral
cooperation with the Kingdom. He wished Bahrain continued progress and
prosperity.

Psychiatry conference

Lo - { [
The third edition of the Bahrain Psychiatry Conference opened under the
patronage of Her Excellency Dr. Mariam Adhbi Al Jalahma, Chief Executive
Officer of Government Hospitals. Organised by the Government Hospitals
in cooperation with Education Plus, the two-day conference is being
held at the Gulf Hotel on October 9-10, in conjunction with World Mental
Health Day. In her opening remarks, Dr. Al Jalahma emphasised Bahrain’s
keenness to continue strengthening its mental health system in line with
national health plans and strategies, noting that mental health is a core
component of comprehensive healthcare. She highlighted the Government
Hospitals’ commitment to supporting initiatives aimed at raising community
awareness, enhancing knowledge, and promoting the exchange of expertise
across health disciplines, commending the efforts of national medical
professionals in this field.
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