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EVERYONE IS A 
WINNER

With Weekender

Send your answers and your picture to 
win@weekender.bh

4Let us know in one sentence: What 
does the leading weekly of Bahrain 
‘Weekender’ mean to you? 

Ehsan Optics care for your precious 
eyes and  are offering you a 10 BD 
voucher which you can spend on 
whatever you like! 

4What is your favorite Murakami 
title? (see page 09)

Win an exciting day with a friend  in one 
of the most joyful parks in Bahrain. 
All you have to do is solve the riddle 
below and send your entry to win@
weekender.bh
4I am what remains when nothing is 
left. What am I? 

Want to win 2 Karting Tickets from a 
very popular venue? 

4SShare in less than 100 words 
- what is the one thing you wish 
Bahrain had and why?

Get yourself pampered 
and look flawless with the 
best beauty treatment and 
products. Win yourself 2 
exciting vouchers from the 
very popular ‘German Skin 
Care’. 
4___________ is the movie reviewed this 
week. (See Page 10)
4___________ is one of the movies 
releasing this week. (See Page 10)

Ensure a great weekend by 
winning two bowling vouchers 
for one of the best alleys in 
town.
Simply share with us what 
your favourite segment in 
Weekender is,  and the one thing you’ll 
like to see in your favourite weekly.
Send your answers to win@weekender.bh

WIN Two 
Movie 
tickets!

Win Two
Optics
Vouchers!

Win Two  
tickets to  
Adhari  park!

Win Beauty Care  Vouchers

Win Bowling Tickets

What Did I 
Just Watch?

A review of Midsommar by Ahmed Zayani
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Favorite Favorite Films About Cults

The Sacrament
The Master
The Invitation
The Wicker Man
Mohammed Fakhroo’s Cult

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

I think I’m one of the rare film critics who is not 
completely sold on Ari Aster. Now don’t get me 
wrong; I do think that Aster is a very talented 
individual with all the potential in the world, but to 

call him the next great horror director this early into his 
career is a gross exaggeration, in my point of view. 
I do think that Ari is on the right track to achieving 
his spot in the annals of horror mastery, with his viral 
short film The Strange Thing About the Johnsons 
is worthy of all the accolades it had received while 
his debut feature-length film Hereditary showcased 
his abilities on a grander scale through the use of 
disturbing visuals, masterful storytelling, and incredible 
acting. Should he stay the course, I have no doubt 
that Ari Aster’s name will be spoken with the same 
breath as that of Carpenter and Craven, but it is still 
premature to do so at this point.
Directed by Ari Aster, Midsommar is the sophomore 
endeavor from the man who would be king (of horror) 
and tells the story of Dani (played by Florence Pugh) 
a college student still grieving the loss of her parents 
and sister, who tags along with her boyfriend Christian 
(played by Jack Reynor) and his friends, on a trip 
to Sweden to observe the midsummer celebrations 
at an isolated commune. Once there, Dani starts to 
realize that the idealistic setting isn’t what it initially 
seems to be, and that there are far more nefarious 
things lurking in the shadows. The initial premise to 
Midsommar appealed to me quite a bit. It came off as 
a cross between Robin Hardy’s The Wicker Man and 
Eli Roth’s Hostel, and I was quite disheartened when 
its theatrical release in Bahrain was canceled at the 
last minute. I was quite happy when I saw that the 
movie was available for digital download, this week, 
and arranged for a private screening at the Alumni 
Club, to take in the movie and enjoy what has been 
built up to be the next big horror masterpiece. Oh, how 
wrong was I!
To call Midsommar a misfire would be a 
grosunderstatement, but before we get to that let’s 
talk about the positives. Like I said earlier, the initial 
premise was incredibly appealing to myself and 
other genre fiends, with Aster seemingly taking bits 
from some of the horror greats as he did earlier with 
Hereditary. The film also looked absolutely gorgeous. 
It bucked against the traditional horror convention of 
setting such films at night by filming almost the entirety 
of the proceedings in broad daylight. Cinematographer 
Pawl Pogorzelski brings the same flair and style he 
showcased in Hereditary here, and I believe that this 
is one name we will be hearing more of very soon. 
The soundtrack used here was also impeccable and 
helped create a sense of unnerving apprehension. As 
far as I’m concerned that’s where the positives end.
While I wouldn’t go so far as to call Midsommar a bad 
movie, I don’t see anything remarkable either. Despite 
being lured in by the tantalizing plot, as the movie 
plodded on, it dawned on me that it had nothing new 
or novel to say if anything it made me yearn to watch 
the earlier, far superior movies that it tries to emulate. 
I also felt that the characterization here was lacking, 
despite this film clocking in at just under two hours 
and a half (with the director’s cut adding thirty minutes 
to that runtime). I felt that all characters presented 
came off as paper-thin and one dimensional. At no 
point was I given any reason to care or have concern 
for these individuals, something that a film of this ilk 
desperately needs. That itself did contribute to the 
performances not being up to snuff. Again, no one 
gave a bad performance, but no one stood out either. 
It honestly baffles my mind, how some reviewers 
hailed Florence Pugh’s performance as the best of 
the year, with some going as far as to claim that she 

is a lock for the best actress Oscar. Yes, Florence 
is a very talented actress and can carry a movie as 
we’ve seen this earlier this year with Fighting With 
My Family, but she is unremarkable here to the point 
that I began to wonder if those other reviewers and 
I had watched the same movie. If there ever is proof 
that bad character development can hinder a solid 
performer, then this must be it.

Overall, I think Asmahan, aka the Sally to my Jack 
Skellington, put it best when saying “I don’t regret 
watching the movie, but I fail to see anything special 
about it that’s deserving of the hype.” Sure, there are 
some aspects about Midsommar that deserve some 
accolades, but overall this is a movie that had all the 
potential in the world to be the next modern horror 
classic but fell short in realizing those aspirations. 
Here’s hoping Ari Aster’s next feature does not share 
a similar fate.

Verdict  - 6/10

For more cinematic intel, follow 
@theahmedzayani on Instagram.


