
SUCCESS IS NOT FINAL; FAILURE IS 
NOT FATAL: IT IS THE COURAGE TO 
CONTINUE THAT COUNTS.
WINSTON S. CHURCHILL
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George Washington asks for a 
spy, and Nathan Hale volunteers

American naval commander 
Oliver Hazard Perry defeats the 
British in the Battle of Lake Erie

Elias Howe takes out a US 
patent for a lockstitch sewing 
machine

Leopold and Loeb are found 
guilty of the murder of 

Bobby Franks in Chicago in 
“the crime of the century”
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On the occasion of the 
International Space 

Summit in Paris, Amazon 
Leo renews its trust in 
Arianespace with 6 ad-
ditional launches, 24 in 
total. This demonstrates 
French and European 
excellence in space ac-
cess. Let us continue to 
aim high.

@EmmanuelMacron

We, the main actors 
connect ing  the 

Republic of Korea and 
France, have greeted our 
fellow compatriots. On 
the last day of our visit to 
France, we shared lunch 
with our fellow compa-
triots.

@Jaemyung_Lee

Peace is never a passive 
achievement. Peace is 

hard work. As I ring the 
Peace Bell to commem-
orate #PeaceDay, I call 
on world leaders to stand 
with us: Take action; In-
vest in solutions; And do 
the hard work of building 
lasting, sustainable peace.

@antonioguterres

People need security – 
against internal and 

external threats. We can 
only achieve that with a 
strong German econo-
my. 1.3 percent economic 
growth for 2026 shows: 
Our first measures are 
helping. We are on the 
right track.

@bundeskanzler

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Measles is one of the 
most contagious diseases 

known. If one infected 
person enters a group 

of people who aren’t im-
mune, up to 90% of close, 
unprotected contacts can 

become infected. The 
virus can also remain 

infectious in the air for up 
to two hours after an in-
fected person leaves. 

KNOW WHAT

Israel will not 'expel or 
deport' anyone from Gaza

AFP | Ljubljana, Slovenia

Israel's Foreign Minister 
Gideon Saar yesterday said 
his country was "not plan-

ning to expel or to deport any-
one from Gaza Strip" during a 
visit to Slovenia for the opening 
of an Israeli embassy.

If someone wants to leave 
Gaza "from his own will, and 
there is a country which is 
ready to accept him, as it hap-
pens from any conflict area in 
the world, we will not oppose 
that," he added.

Several Israeli cabinet mem-
bers have spoken of plans to 
remove all two million people 
from war-ravaged Gaza, al-
though they largely cast the in-
itiative as voluntary, saying that 
Palestinians want to leave and 

are prevented by the militant 
group Hamas.

Saar was speaking at a press 

conference in Ljubljana ahead 
of the opening of an Israeli em-
bassy there as Slovenia looks 

to reset diplomatic ties with 
Israel under nationalist Prime 
Minister Janez Jansa.

He thanked Slovenia for its 
"friendship" and for "standing 
with Israel when it matters".

"An embassy is more than a 
flag in the building. It is an in-
vestment in a relationship and a 
commitment to its future. And 
that is exactly what we are plan-
ning to do together," Saar said.

"Israel remembers its friends. 
As you have stood with us, we 
will stand with you," he said.

The opening of an Israeli 
embassy in Ljubljana marks a 
dramatic departure from the 
policies of the previous cen-
tre-left government, which had 
been one of the EU's most crit-
ical voices on Israel's military 
offensive in Gaza.

Trump gave $45,000 cash 
gift to 'human printer' aide

AFP | Washington, United States

US President  Donald 
Trump gave his exec-
utive assistant Natalie 

Harp a $45,000 cash gift, US 
media reported.

Two other White House 
employees, Margo Martin and 
Chamberlain Harris, received 
similar amounts, according to 
the Washington Post.

The three women described 
the payments as "Cash Gift for 
Holidays," the Post reported 
Tuesday, citing financial disclo-
sure forms.

Harp has been a near-con-
stant presence at Trump's side 
in his second term and has been 
dubbed the "human printer" 
-- thanks to her role carrying a 
portable machine to print out 
documents that Trump asks for.

She is one of the few officials 
with direct access to Trump's 
Truth Social account and types 
out posts as he dictates them, 
even inserting his trademark 
capital letters, according to 
footage in a 2024 election cam-
paign documentary.

T h e  3 5 -ye a r- o l d  e a r n s 
$150,000 a year in her role as 
the special assistant and exec-

utive assistant to the president, 
according to an annual report to 
Congress.

A White House spokesper-
son defended the gifts, citing 
Trump's "longstanding prac-
tice of giving Christmas gifts to 
people in his orbit, including 
at times employees and aides."

The gifts were unrelated to 
any of the individuals' duties, 

making them "entirely permis-
sible under relevant legal and 
ethical standards," the spokes-
person said.

Director of White House Oval 
Office operations Walt Nau-
ta also reported a presidential 
gift of $20,000, in addition to 
his annual salary of $175,000, 
according to the Post.

Chamberlain HarrisNatalie Harp

Margo Martin

Netanyahu says 'very close' to 
toppling Iran's Islamic republic
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said dur-

ing a visit to Israeli troops in 
southern Syria yesterday that 
Iran's Islamic republic was on 
the verge of collapse, as fight-
ing in the six-month Middle 
East war intensifies.

"There is still work to be 
done -- the main task is to 
bring down the terror regime 
in Iran. We are very close to 
that," he said on the Syrian 
side of Mount Hermon on the 
Israel-Syria border during a 
visit with Defence Minister 
Israel Katz.

"We know that the entire 
axis will ultimately collapse," 
he added, referring to Iran's 

proxy groups in the Middle 
East.

In southern Syria, Israe-
li forces have been stationed 
in a "security zone" since 
the fall of longtime ruler 
Bashar al-Assad in December  
2024.

They occupy what was 
previously a buffer zone pa-
trolled by the United Nations 
that had separated Israeli 
and Syrian forces in the Is-
raeli-occupied Golan since  
1974.

The Israeli leader had al-
ready visited troops in Syria 
at least twice in the past, once 
in December 2024, shortly af-
ter Israel took control of the 
buffer zone, and in November 
2025.

Greek woman has 
IVF birth from 
22-year-old embryo 
after losing son
AFP | Athens, Greece

A Greek woman has given 
birth from an embryo 

frozen over 22 years ago af-
ter losing her son born from 
the same treatment, her doc-
tor said Wednesday.

" Fo r  C h r i s t i n a  R a p -
ti-Tzelepi, today's birth 
carries special emotional 
significance," gynaecologist 
Konstantinos Pantos said in 
a Facebook post.

"In 2004, after an embryo 
transfer, she had a healthy 
baby boy on the first at-
tempt. In October 2025, the 
family experienced the trag-
ic loss of their son in a road 
traffic accident at the age of 
21," Pantos said.

Rapti-Tzelepi is 54, the 
maximum allowed age in 
Greece for in vitro fertilis-
ation.

She gave birth to a baby 
girl on Wednesday follow-

ing the transfer in December 
of an embryo from the same 
initial batch, Pantos said.

"There was mourning and 
joy involved, but everything 
disappeared this morning 
when we held our beauty in 
our arms," Rapti-Tzelepi told 
state TV ERT.

Rapti-Tzelepi's husband 
Konstantinos Raptis said 
the family were in a "race 
against time" to see the preg-
nancy through.

"My wife reached, quite 
literally, the very limits of 
the age restrictions imposed 
by the existing legislation," 
Raptis said in a statement.

He called for the national 
IVF age limit to be lifted.

"Older women have an 
immeasurable capacity to 
offer mature, conscious and 
unconditional love, as well 
as a stability that no statis-
tic can ever fully measure," 
Raptis said.

EU gives Spain 115 mn euros 
aid over Ceuta crisis

AFP | Brussels, Belgium

The EU yesterday said it was 
granting Spain 115 million 

euros ($130 million) in emer-
gency aid to help bolster bor-
der security and assist returns 
after the massive migrant rush 
into the north African exclave.

More than 70,000 migrants 
crossed into Spanish territory 
from Morocco on July 30 and 
31 in an unprecedented rush 

that left scores dead, most by 
drowning as they tried to swim 
around a breakwater.

"The situation in Ceuta has 
put pressure on our external 
borders," said European Com-
mission vice president Henna 
Virkkunen.

"Our message remains clear: 
we are committed to combat 
illegal migration and ensure 
the swift return of those who 
remain illegally in Ceuta."

Prematurely-born babies lie in infant warmers at the overcrowed neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) at Nasser Medical Complex in Khan Yunis in the southern 
Gaza Strip

Bangladesh measles crisis kills 
more than 1,000 children
AFP | Dhaka, Bangladesh

The death toll from measles 
in Bangladesh has topped 

1,000 children since March, 
health officials said Wednes-
day, admitting that failures in 
a vaccination drive may have 
fuelled the outbreak.

The South Asian nation of 
170 million has recorded 1,002 
deaths and 187,484 infections 
among children, making this 
year's outbreak the country's 
deadliest in decades, according 
to the Directorate General of 
Health Services (DGHS).

Measles is highly contagious, 
spreading through coughs and 
sneezes, and has no specific 
treatment once caught.

Complications can include 
brain swelling and severe 
breathing problems. Although 
anyone can catch the disease, 
young children are particularly 
vulnerable.

The disease has kept spread-
ing in Bangladesh even as 
health authorities rolled out 
a mass vaccination drive to 
combat the outbreak.

DGHS spokesman Zahid Rai-
han said more than 18 million 
children had been vaccinated 
so far, and teams were search-
ing for those who had missed 
inoculations.

"We couldn't achieve herd 
immunity," Raihan told AFP.

Migrants display clothes, food, and other items laid out on the ground for 
sale as they spend the night on El Trampolin beach in Ceuta

Brazil’s Army soldiers form a human pyramid on a motorbike during the 
Independence Day parade in Brasilia

Human pyramid

 A Sharpa robot makes a Blizzard ice cream for a customer at a Dairy Queen 
store in Shanghai

    RoboScoops

US military strike on an Iranian tanker in the Gulf of Oman

Researchers who uncovered cause of narcolepsy honoured
Washington, United States

Two researchers who did 
groundbreaking work on 

narcolepsy, the neurological 
disorder that triggers sudden 
sleep attacks, won a prestigious 
science award on Wednesday.

An Albert Lasker prize -- of-
ten described as a possible hint 
at a Nobel -- went to Emmanuel 
Mignot of France and Japan's 
Masashi Yanagisawa for their 
work back in the 1990s.

Working with very different 
approaches they reached the 
same conclusion as to the cause 
of narcolepsy: in people, it is a 
missing brain chemical.

Their studies opened the 
way for treatment of the con-
dition and revolutionized the 
still-nascent field of sleep sci-
ence.

Mignot remembers consider-
ing the disorder characterized 
by sleep attacks and sudden 

loss of muscle tone in both an-
imals and humans as "really 
weird," and set out to find what 
causes it.

He spent a decade studying 
the genome of dogs, in which 
narcolepsy can be hereditary, 
in hopes of finding the culprit 
gene. A popular video in France 
these days shows a dog running 
playfully in a yard, then abrupt-
ly collapsing in sleep.

This needle-in-a-hay-stack 
challenge finally paid off for 
Mignot in 1999.

Around the same time Yan-
agisawa identified the neuro-
transmitter orexin, also called 
hypocretin, which at first he 
thought was involved in the 
feeling of hunger. But it turns 
out the absence of this sub-
stance caused narcolepsy in 
mice.

Japan’s Masashi Yanagisawa and Emmanuel Mignot of France

Ukrainian drone hits Russian Arctic 
region, almost 3,000 km from border
AFP | Moscow, Russia

A Ukrainian drone sparked a 
fire at an industrial facility 

in Russia's Arctic Yamalia region 
yesterday, some 2,800 kilometres 
(1,700 miles) from the Ukrainian 
border, officials said.

The Russian Mediazona news 
outlet reported the attack was 
the longest-range on Russia since 
Moscow launched its Ukraine 
offensive in 2022.

"A drone attack on an indus-
trial facility in Novy Urengoy 
was repelled today. Falling debris 
from the drone caused a fire," the 
governor of Russia's Yamalo-Ne-
nets region, Dmitry Artyukhov, 
said on Telegram.

"The main thing is that there 
were no deaths or injuries. The 
extent and nature of the damage 
are being determined," he added.

Novy Urengoy, home to around 
100,000 people, lies just south of 

Russia's Arctic circle.
Ukraine's Fire Point arms com-

pany said the drone "travelled 
over 3,300 km and successfully 
hit the target" in a post on social 
media.

Artem Zhoga, the Kremlin's 
envoy to the Urals, said the strike 
was the first ever to hit the Arctic 
part of his region.

Ukraine has escalated its long-
range strikes on Russia in re-
cent months, in retaliation for 
daily Russian bombardment of 
Ukrainian towns and cities.

Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelensky said earlier in 
September that his country's 
drones would make Russian air 
space "completely unsafe" for the 
duration of the war.

Mediazona reported the strike 
appeared to target an energy fa-
cility, quoting Ukrainian open-
source intelligence.

Dmytro Chubenko (back), spokesperson of the Kharkiv prosecutor, and his 
assistant cover a Russian Shahed drone shot down by Ukraine’s air defense 
forces in a field used for the storage of Russian missiles in Kharkiv

Israel hails ‘friendship’ with Slovenia 
ahead of embassy opening
Ljubljana, Slovenia

Israel’s Foreign Minister 
Gideon Saar thanked Slo-

venia for its “friendship” and 
for “standing with Israel when 
it matters” ahead of the open-
ing of an Israeli embassy in 
Ljubljana yesterday.

Saar’s visit and the embassy 
opening are the latest mani-
festations of a diplomatic reset 
under nationalist Slovenian 

Prime Minister Janez Jansa, 
who is embracing Israel as a 
chill sets in between it and 
much of the rest of Europe.

The pivot by Jansa, who has 
long been at loggerheads with 
the European Union and who 
took power for a fourth time 
earlier this year, is a sharp con-
trast with the previous cen-
tre-left government, which 
described Israel’s campaign in 
Gaza as “genocide”.


