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George Washington asks for a 
spy, and Nathan Hale volunteers

American naval com-
mander Oliver Hazard 

Perry defeats the British 
in the Battle of Lake Erie

Elias Howe takes out 
a US patent for a lock-
stitch sewing machine

The Large Hadron Collider at CERN, 
described as the biggest scientific 

experiment in the history of mankind, is 
powered up in Geneva, Switzerland
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As violence against 
children in armed 

conflict continues to rise 
to unprecedented levels, 
education is once again 
caught in the crossfire. 
No child should risk 
death to learn. Let’s pro-
tect the fundamental 
right of every child to 
learn in safety & peace.

@antonioguterres

This week, WHO Pa-
kistan is dispatching 

medical supplies to the 
areas most affected by the 
ongoing climate-driven 
floods, enough to provide 
treatment for over 20,000 
people. Since June, WHO 
has sent medical supplies 
nationwide for 400,000 
flood-affected and dis-
placed persons.

@DrTedros

Cyber scam centers in 
Southeast Asia stole 

over $10 billion from 
Americans last year. In 
response, today @US-
Treasury sanctioned indi-
viduals and entities linked 
to cyber scam centers in 
Burma and forced labor 
operations in Cambodia. 
Our actions will disrupt 
their cruel victimization 
of Americans online.

@SecRubio

Conducted an aerial 
review of the floods 

in Punjab. Authorities 
are working round the 
clock, assisting those im-
pacted. Our thoughts are 
with the people in this 
challenging time.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u A magnitude 5.4 
earthquake struck off the Greek island 
of Evia early on Tuesday and was 
felt in Athens, authorities said. The 
quake hit around half past midnight 
local time (2130 GMT) 45 kilometres 
(28 miles) northeast of the Greek 
capital, said the National Observatory 
of Athens. The epicentre was four 
kilometres off the resort of Nea Styra in the 
southwest of Greece’s second-biggest island 
Evia, also known as Euboea, the institute 
said. There were no reports of casualties 
or damage. The observatory had initially 
reported the magnitude at 5.3 but later 
revised its reading. The mayor of the nearby city of Marathon, Stergios Tsirkas, 
described the quake as “very intense”, in comments on ERT television.

u Thailand’s Supreme Court ordered on Tuesday the country’s most 
powerful and polarising politician Thaksin Shinawatra to be jailed for one year, 
ruling that he improperly served a 2023 prison term in hospital. Shinawatra’s 
political clan has for two decades been the key foe of Thailand’s pro-military, pro-

royalty elite who view their populist brand as a threat 
to traditional social order. The dynasty’s momentum 
is flagging after a litany of legal and political setbacks, 
culminating in his daughter Paetongtarn Shinawatra 
being ousted last month from the prime minister’s 
office. But Tuesday’s Supreme Court ruling deals one of 

the most painful blows yet to Thailand’s biggest political heavyweight, as judges 
ordered the 76-year-old’s transfer to Bangkok Remand Prison.

u Google said yesterday  that it would comply with the South Korean 
government’s demand to blur sensitive satellite images on its mapping services, 
paving the way for the US tech giant to compete better with local navigation 
platforms. South Korea is one of the few places in the world, like Russia and 
China, where Google Maps does not fully function. 
That is because South Korean laws require that 
companies store core geospatial data locally, 
something Google has long refused to do. As a result, 
domestic technology firms like Naver and Kakao have 
cornered the market for mapping services, making 
navigation harder for foreign visitors unfamiliar with 
their platforms. Google confirmed for the first time 
on Tuesday that it would abide by Seoul’s demand. 
“We have already confirmed our commitment with the 
government to blur satellite images as required and 
we’ll be exploring acquiring imagery from approved 
Korean third parties where appropriate,” Google Vice 
President Cris Turner told reporters. The announcement suggests the conclusion 
of a nearly two-decade dispute in which Google has argued for access to detailed 
South Korean maps to offer full walking and driving directions, only for Seoul to 
refuse to export that data for national security reasons.
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to blur satellite 

images on maps

Greece rattled 
by 5.4-magnitude 
offshore earthquake

Nepal has restricted access 
to popular online platforms 

in the past, including to 
Telegram in July, citing a 

rise in online fraud. It lifted 
a nine-month ban on TikTok 
last year after the platform 
agreed to comply with Ne-

pali regulations.

KNOW WHAT

Nepal PM resigns after protests 
sparked by social media ban

Protestors demand government lift social media ban and tackle corruption

• Protests continue 
despite apps going 
back online

• Kathmandu's airport 
remains open, but some 
flights were cancelled

• Several social 
media sites -- including 
Facebook, YouTube 
and X -- were 
blocked on Friday

AFP | Kathmandu, Nepal

Nepali youth protesters 
set fire to parliament 
yesterday as the veteran 

prime minister obeyed furious 
crowds to quit, a day after one 
of the deadliest crackdowns in 
years in which at least 19 people 
were killed.

The protests, which began on 
Monday with demands that the 
government lift a ban on social 
media and tackle corruption, 
reignited despite the apps going 
back online.

Demonstrators yesterday at-
tacked and set fire to KP Shar-
ma Oli's house, the 73-year-old, 
four-time prime minister and 
leader of the Communist Party.

Shortly after, chanting pro-
testers -- some wielding assault 
rifles, according to an AFP re-

porter at the site -- gathered out-
side main government buildings.

Plumes of smoke also covered 
Nepal's parliament as demon-
strators set the building ablaze.

"Hundreds have breached the 
parliament area and torched 
the main building," Ekram 
Giri, spokesman for the Parlia-
ment Secretariat, told AFP.

Protesters, mostly young men, 
were seen waving the country's 
national flag as they dodged 
water cannons deployed by the 
security forces.

Other demonstrators targeted 
the properties of politicians and 
government buildings.

Kathmandu's airport remains 
open, but some flights were can-
celled after smoke from fires af-
fected visibility, airport spokes-
man Rinji Sherpa said.

"I have resigned from the post 

of prime minister with effect 
from today... in order to take 
further steps towards a political 
solution and resolution of the 
problems," Oli said Tuesday in 
a statement.

His political career stretched 
nearly six decades, a period 
that saw a decade-long civil 
war, with Nepal abolishing its 
absolute monarchy in 2008 to 
become a republic.

First elected as prime min-
ister in 2015, he was re-elect-
ed in 2018, reappointed briefly 
in 2021, and then took power 
in 2024 after his Communist 
Party forged a coalition govern-
ment with the centre-left Nepali 
Congress in the often-volatile 
parliament.

His resignation followed that 
of three other ministers, and 
came despite the government 

repealing the ban.
Bringing social media back 

online "was among the Gen Z's 
demands", Minister for Com-
munication Prithvi Subba Gu-
rung told AFP, referring to young 
people aged largely in their 20s.

The ban fed into existing an-
ger at the government in a coun-
try with a youth bulge.

People aged 15-40 make up 
nearly 43 percent of the popu-
lation, according to government 
statistics -- while unemploy-
ment hovers around 10 percent 
and GDP per capita is just $1,447, 
according to the World Bank.

Live ammunition
Slogans demanding account-

ability from the authorities have 
been a feature at the protests.

"Nearly 20 people were mur-
dered by the state -- that shows 
the scale of police brutality," 
said 23-year-old student Yujan 
Rajbhandari.

Several social media sites -- 
including Facebook, YouTube 
and X -- were blocked on Friday 
in the Himalayan nation of 30 
million people, after the govern-
ment cut access to 26 unregis-
tered platforms.

Amnesty International said 
live ammunition had been used 
against protesters on Monday, 
and the United Nations demand-
ed a swift and transparent probe.

Since Friday, videos contrast-
ing the struggles of ordinary Ne-
palis with the children of politi-
cians flaunting luxury goods and 

expensive vacations have gone 
viral on TikTok, which was not 
blocked.

Popular platforms such as In-
stagram have millions of users 
in Nepal who rely on them for 
entertainment, news and busi-
ness. Others rely on the apps for 
messaging.

"This isn't just about social 
media -- it's about trust, cor-
ruption, and a generation that 
refuses to stay silent," The Kath-
mandu Post newspaper wrote.

"Gen Z grew up with smart-
phones, global trends, and 
promises of a federal, prosper-
ous Nepal," it added.

"For them, digital freedom is 
personal freedom. Cutting off 
access feels like silencing an en-
tire generation."

A demonstrator shouts slogans during a protest 
outside the Parliament in Kathmandu

 An aerial view shows demonstrators gathered outside Nepal's Parliament during a protest in Kathmandu

 A protester wields a firearm

 Nepal's Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli

A protester carries a firearm

Gaza aid flotilla says hit by drone, 
Tunisia says none detected

AFP | Sidi Bou Said, Tunisia

Organisers of a Gaza-bound 
flotilla carrying aid and 

pro-Palestinian activists said 
late Monday that one of their 
boats was hit by a suspected 
UAV off the coast of Tunisia, 
but authorities there said “no 
drones” had been detected.

The flotilla, which aims 
to break Israel’s blockade of 
Gaza, arrived in Tunisia over 
the weekend and was an-
chored off the coast of Sidi 
Bou Said when it reported the 
incident.

“The Global Sumud Flotil-
la (GSF) confirms that one of 
the main boats... was struck 
by what is suspected to be a 
drone,” the organisers said on 
social media, adding no one 
was hurt.

They shared security cam-
era footage from the boat in 
which a humming sound can 

be heard, before a flash of light 
illuminates the frame.

The vessel was in Tunisian 
waters when a fire broke out 
on board and was quickly ex-
tinguished, according to an 
AFP journalist who arrived 
shortly after the flames had 
been doused.

But the cause of the blaze 
remained in dispute, with Tu-
nisian national guard spokes-
man Houcem Eddine Jebabli 
saying “no drones have been 
detected”.

“According to preliminary 
findings, a fire broke out in the 
life jackets on board,” he told 
AFP, adding the investigation 
was ongoing.

Reports of a drone are “com-
pletely unfounded”, the na-
tional guard said in a state-
ment on its official Facebook 
page, suggesting that the fire 
may have been caused by a 
cigarette.

Members of the Committee of Solidarity with Palestine sail boats during 
an action in support of “The Global Sumud Flotilla” -delegations from 39 
countries heading to Gaza

Saudi calls attack on Hamas 
in Qatar 'criminal act'

Doha condemned the attack -- the first of its kind on Qatari territory
AFP | Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman on 
Tuesday slammed Israel's 

attack on Hamas in Qatar, calling 
the strike a "criminal act" in a call 
with Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani.

"His Royal Highness the 
Crown Prince affirmed the King-
dom's full solidarity with... Qatar 
and its condemnation of the bla-
tant Israeli attack on the State of 
Qatar, which constitutes a crim-
inal act and a flagrant violation 
of international laws and norms," 
read a statement published by 
the Saudi Press Agency.

Israel confirms attack
Meanwnile, Israel’s military 

said it conducted air strikes 
targeting senior Hamas leaders 
in the Qatari capital yesterday, 
as Doha condemned the attack 
-- the first of its kind on Qatari 
territory.

Qatar, which has been a key 
mediator in efforts to broker a 
truce in Gaza, said Israeli strikes 
targeted the homes of several 
members of Hamas’s political 
bureau residing in the Gulf coun-
try, , where the militant group’s 
senior leadership is based.

The strikes were carried out 
jointly by the military and the 
Shin Bet security agency, the two 
bodies said in a statement.

Neither Israeli officials nor 
domestic media have confirmed 
whether the strikes hit their in-
tended targets. Hamas has also 
not commented on the fate of its 
leaders.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said he ordered 
the strikes in response to a Mon-
day shooting in Jerusalem that 
killed six people and was later 
claimed by Hamas.

“Yesterday, following the dead-
ly attacks in Jerusalem and Gaza, 
Prime Minister Netanyahu in-
structed all security agencies 
to prepare for the possibility of 

targeting Hamas leaders,” said 
a joint statement from Netan-
yahu and Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz. “Today at noon (0900 
GMT), in light of an operational 
opportunity... the prime minister 
and the defence minister decided 

to implement the directive given 
last night.” A Hamas official in 
Gaza told AFP the group’s ne-
gotiators had been “targeted”, 
though it was not immediate-
ly clear whether the attack had 
caused any casualties.

‘Flagrant violation’

Qatar condemned the attack, 
saying it had targeted residential 
buildings housing Hamas politi-
cal bureau members.

“The State of Qatar strongly 
condemns the cowardly Israeli 
attack that targeted residential 
buildings housing several mem-
bers of the political bureau of Ha-
mas in the Qatari capital, Doha,” 
foreign ministry spokesman Ma-
jed al-Ansari said in a post on X.

Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s office said Israel’s tar-
geting of Hamas leaders was a 
“wholly independent” operation.

“Today’s action against the 
top terrorist chieftains of Hamas 
was a wholly independent Israe-
li operation,” a statement from 
Netanyahu’s office said, adding 
that: “Israel initiated it, Israel 
conducted it and Israel takes full 
responsibility.”

‘Sledgehammer’ to diplomacy
The strikes have drawn con-

demnation, including from UN 
chief Antonio Guterres, who con-
demned Israel’s “flagrant viola-
tion” of Qatari sovereignty.

Iran, a key backer of Hamas, 
condemned the attack as a “gross 
violation of all international rules 
and regulations, a violation of 
Qatar’s national sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, and an attack 
on Palestinian negotiators”.

Western allies Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan and the United Arab 
Emirates also condemned the 
attack, among others.

“Israel knows exactly what it 
just did. It just killed the negoti-
ations and any chance of getting 
its hostages back,” said Muham-
mad Shehada, a political analyst 
at the European Council on For-
eign Relations.

“The office in Doha was cen-
tral to mediation and de-esca-
lation efforts with Hamas... So 
basically Netanyahu just took 
a sledgehammer to this, those 
decades of diplomacy,” he added.

UN chief condemns Israel’s ’flagrant 
violation’ of Qatari sovereignty

United Nations, United 
States

United Nations Secre-
tary-General Antonio 

Guterres condemned Is-
rael's strikes on Qatar yes-
terday, calling them a "fla-
grant violation" of Doha's  
sovereignty.

"We are just learning about 
the Israeli attacks in Qatar, a 
country that has been playing 
a very positive role to achieve 
a ceasefire and release of all 
hostages. I condemn this fla-
grant violation of the sover-
eignty and territorial integrity 
of Qatar," Guterres told a me-
dia briefing.

Israel informed US about Qatar strike: 
White House official
Washington, United States

Israel notified the United 
States before it carried out 

air strikes on senior Hamas lead-
ers in the Qatari capital Doha, a 
White House official said yes-
terday.

“We were informed in ad-
vance,” the official told AFP on 
condition of anonymity about 
the strike on Qatar, a key US ally 
that’s home to a large US military 
base.

US embassy in Qatar asks 
citizens to ‘shelter-in-place’

The US embassy in Qatar told 
citizens to shelter in place, after 
Doha said Israeli strikes target-
ed Hamas officials in the capital 
Doha.

“We have seen reports of mis-
sile strikes occurring in Doha. 
The U.S. Embassy has instituted 
a shelter-in-place order for their 
facilities. US citizens are advised 
to shelter-in-place,” the embassy 
said in a post on X.

Palestinian leader says Israel Doha strikes threaten 
regional stability
Ramallah, Palestinian Terri-
tories

Pa l e s t i n i a n  p r e s i d e n t 
Mahmud Abbas condemned 

Israeli air strikes on Doha target-
ing leaders of Hamas yesterday, 
warning they threatened region-

al security and stability.

"His excellency stated that the 
brutal Israeli attack on Qatar 
constitutes a blatant violation of 
international law and an escala-
tion that threatens regional se-
curity and stability," Abbas's of-
fice said in a statement reported 
by the official Palestinian news 
agency, Wafa.

Smoke billowing after explosions in Doha's capital Qatar


