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Battle of Britain begins as Nazi 
forces attack shipping convoys in 
the English Channel

Boris Yeltsin sworn 
in as the first elected 

President of the Russian 
Federation

The American Episcopal 
Church becomes the 
first to approve a rite for 
blessing gay marriages

More than 61,000 people die in 
European heatwaves in 2022, 
according to study published 

in “Nature Medicine”
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Am i d  c o n v e r g i n g 
global crises, the 

world remains danger-
ously unprepared for 
shared risks. But we 
are not powerless. The 
first-ever @UN Global 
Risk Report sends a clear 
message: our future de-
pends on global coop-
eration to address these 
threats.

@antonioguterres

I want to congratulate 
the White House staff, 

led by @POTUS, on getting 
the One Big Beautiful Bill 
passed... I was skeptical 
we’d be able to get that 
thing done by July 4th 
— we did it because we 
worked together

@VP

The first Intergov-
ernmental Working 

Group meeting on taking 
the @WHO Pandemic 
Agreement forward has 
started this morning. 

@DrTedros

It was an honour to 
speak on India-Na-

mibia friendship, our 
bond with Africa and 
India’s efforts for global 
good, during my address 
to the Namibian Parlia-
ment.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u US President Donald 
Trump released a fresh set of letters 
to trading partners Wednesday, 
setting out tariff rates for six countries 
as Washington pushes to bring 
about a flurry of trade deals. The 
letters, addressed to leaders of the 
Philippines, Brunei, Algeria, Libya, 
Iraq and Moldova, spelled out duties 
ranging from 20 percent to 30 percent that 
would take effect on August 1. Similar to 
Trump’s first batch of documents published 
Monday, the tariff levels were not too far 
from those originally threatened in April, 
although some partners received notably 
lower rates this time. While the president in April imposed a 10 percent levy on 
almost all trading partners, he unveiled -- and then held off on -- higher rates 
for dozens of economies. The deadline for those steeper levels to take effect was 
meant to be Wednesday, before Trump postponed it further to August 1.

u Fears grew yesterday that the death toll of 110 in the Texas floods could 
still surge as hopes fade of finding survivors among the many reported still 

missing several days after the disaster. More than 170 
people remain unaccounted for after the flash flooding 
on the Fourth of July holiday, a tragedy that shocked 
many Americans. After torrents of river water roared 
through several Texas counties -- some striking in 
the middle of the night -- rescuers still worked to find 

bodies and any survivors as state Governor Greg Abbott warned that the final 
toll was not yet known. Officials in Kerr County, the epicenter of the flooding, on 
Wednesday confirmed 161 people were known to be missing in the county. Twelve 
others remain unaccounted for elsewhere in the state.

u Israel’s military said yesterday its troops entered southern Lebanon 
as part of targeted operations to dismantle 
infrastructure belonging to the Iran-backed militant 
group Hezbollah. “Following intelligence information 
and the identification of Hezbollah weapons and 
terrorist infrastructure in several areas of southern 
Lebanon, the soldiers launched special, targeted 
operations to dismantle them and prevent Hezbollah 
from reestablishing itself in the area,” an army 
statement said. The military did not immediately 
respond to an AFP request for comment on whether 
this was the first time Israeli troops had operated on 
the ground in Lebanon since a November ceasefire. 
But the army shared a video captioned “footage from 
a targeted nighttime operation of the 9th Brigade in 
southern Lebanon”, showing troops walking on the ground.

Fears grow 
that Texas floods 
death toll could 

surge

Israel army 
says launched 
‘special, targeted 
operations’ in 

south Lebanon

Trump issues 
more letters to 
countries in push for 

tariff deals

Of 251 hostages seized during 
the attack, 49 are still held in 
Gaza, including 27 the Israeli 
military says are dead.

KNOW WHATChina established its first permanent overseas 
naval base in Djibouti in 2016, reportedly at a 
cost of $590 million and strategically placed 
between the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden.
Beijing has said the base is used to resupply 
navy ships, support regional peacekeeping 
and humanitarian operations and combat 
piracy, although its proximity to a US military 
base has raised concerns of espionage.

KNOW WHAT

Israel FM says Hamas 
truce deal 'achievable'

No immediate signs of a breakthrough in ongoing talks

• A Palestinian official 
blamed Israel for a 
lack of progress

• The deal would 
include the return of 
10 living hostages and 
nine dead hostages

• Qatari mediators 
had warned on Tuesday 
that it would take 
time to seal a deal

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel's foreign minister yes-
terday voiced confidence 
about reaching a ceasefire and 

hostage-release deal in war-torn 
Gaza, despite no immediate signs 
of a breakthrough in ongoing talks 
with Hamas.

Gideon Saar maintained that Is-
rael was serious about wanting to 
reach a deal to end the 21 months 
of bitter fighting in the devastat-
ed territory, and believed it was 
"achievable".

"If a temporary ceasefire is 
achieved, we will negotiate on a 
permanent ceasefire," he added in 
a speech in the Slovakian capital 
Bratislava, as the indirect talks 
between the two sides stretched 
into a fourth day in Doha.

Saar's comments -- echoing 
optimism from US special envoy 
Steve Witkoff -- came after Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on 
Tuesday met US President Donald 
Trump for the second time this 
week in Washington.

Israeli efforts to crush Hamas 
and release hostages dominated 
discussions, Netanyahu said af-
terwards, promising no let-up in 
the military campaign and "the 
elimination of Hamas's military 
and governing capabilities".

But Hamas, whose bloody 
October 7, 2023 attack on Israel 
sparked the war in Gaza, said it 

would never give up.
"Gaza will not surrender... and 

the resistance will impose the 
conditions, just as it imposed the 
equations," a statement read.

’Mostly listening’
A Palestinian official close to 

the talks blamed Israel for a lack 
of progress when discussions 

broke up late Tuesday because of 
its "refusal to accept the free entry 
of aid" into Gaza.

Another Palestinian source fa-
miliar with the negotiations said 
the Israeli delegation was "mostly 
listening rather than negotiating, 
which reflects Netanyahu's ongo-
ing policy of obstruction and sab-
otaging any potential agreement".

Witkoff, however, was more 
upbeat, in line with Trump who 
has pushed for a ceasefire deal.

"We are hopeful that by the 
end of this week we will have an 
agreement that will bring us into 
a 60-day ceasefire," Witkoff said.

The deal would include the re-
turn of 10 living hostages held by 
Palestinian groups since October 
2023, and nine dead hostages, 
Witkoff added.

Hamas has rebuffed pressure to 
release all the hostages, demand-
ing an end to the war and a full Is-
raeli withdrawal from Gaza, while 
Israel wants to ensure militants in 
Gaza never again pose a threat to 
its security.

Qatari mediators had warned 
on Tuesday that it would take 
time to seal a deal, though Trump 
kept up his push to reach an 
agreement.

"It's a tragedy, and he wants to 
get it solved, and I want to get it 
solved, and I think the other side 
wants to," Trump told reporters, 
in reference to Netanyahu and 
Hamas.

Asked earlier as he met US 
House speaker Mike Johnson if 
a ceasefire announcement was 
imminent, Netanyahu replied: 
"We're certainly working on it."

Palestinian medics attend to children wounded in an Israeli strike on a camp for 
displaced people near Khan Yunis, at the Nasser Hospital in the southern Gaza Strip 
city

'Like an earthquake'
On the ground, Gaza's civil 

defence agency on Wednes-
day said 22 people, including at 
least six children, were killed in 
Israeli strikes. The military said 
it was looking into two of the 
strikes which killed 20.

"The explosion was massive, 
like an earthquake," said Zuhair 
Judeh, 40, who witnessed one 
of the strikes, which prompted 
frantic scenes as people scrab-
bled in the rubble for survivors.

"It destroyed the house and 
several nearby homes. The bod-
ies and remains of the martyrs 
were scattered," he added, call-
ing it "a horrific massacre".

Due to restrictions imposed 
on media in the Gaza Strip and 
difficulties accessing the area, 
AFP is unable to independently 
verify the death tolls and details 
shared by the parties involved.

Hamas's October 7, 2023 at-
tack on Israel resulted in the 
deaths of 1,219 people, mostly ci-

vilians, according to an AFP tally 
based on Israeli official figures.

Israel's retaliatory campaign 
has killed at least 57,680 people 
in Gaza, also mostly civilians, 
according to the Hamas-run ter-
ritory's health ministry. The UN 
considers the figures reliable.

The military meanwhile said 
its troops crossed the border 
into southern Lebanon as part of 
targeted operations to dismantle 
infrastructure belonging to Ha-
mas's Iran-backed militant allies 
Hezbollah.

A video shared by the army 
claimed to show infantry troops 
on the ground just over the bor-
der, although AFP was unable to 
verify the footage, the time or 
location it was shot.

Israel signed a truce with 
Hezbollah last November but 
has kept up its strikes, targeting 
what it claims are the group's 
sites and operatives but also 
those from Hamas.

Dramatic images show deadly Red 
Sea attack on merchant ship

The Eternity C, a Liberian-flagged bulk carrier, was badly damaged in the attack

AFP | Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates

Yemen’s  Iran-backed 
Huthi rebels claimed re-
sponsibility yesterday for 

a deadly attack that sank a mer-
chant vessel earlier this week, 
their second attack on Red Sea 
shipping in 24 hours as they re-
sumed their campaign in the key 
waterway.

The Eternity C, a Liberi-
an-flagged bulk carrier, was 
badly damaged in the attack 
that started on Monday and 
continued into Tuesday, before 
the ship sank.

Yemen’s rebels claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack, which 
came a day after they boarded 
and sank the Magic Seas -- their 
first attack on shipping this year.

Their resumed attacks mark 
the end of a months-long lull 
and threaten a May ceasefire 
with the United States that end-
ed weeks of strikes on Huthi 
targets.

“The naval force of the Yem-
eni Armed Forces targeted the 
ship Eternity C,” Huthi military 
spokesman Yahya Saree said, 

claiming that the vessel was 
headed for the Israeli port of 
Eilat and was attacked in sup-
port of Palestinians in Gaza.

19 missing
Saree said the Huthis had 

“moved to rescue a number of 
the ship’s crew, provide them 
with medical care, and transport 
them to a safe location”.

The attack was carried out 
with an unmanned vessel and 
six cruise and ballistic missiles, 
Saree added.

Operation Aspides -- the EU 
naval task force in the Red Sea 
-- told AFP that five Filipinos 
and one Indian had been res-
cued, while 19 others were still 
missing.

Rescue and search operations 
are ongoing, it said.

The UN envoy for Yemen, 
Hans Grundberg, expressed 
“grave concern” over attacks 
that resulted in “civilian loss 
of life and casualties as well as 
the potential for environmental 
damage”.

“Yemen must not be drawn 
deeper into regional crises that 
threaten to unravel the already 

extremely fragile situation in the 
country,” he said.

A total of 25 people were 
aboard the Eternity, the EU task 
force said. The Philippine au-
thorities said 21 were citizens.

On Tuesday, Aspides said 
three people were killed in the 
attack on the Eternity C and at 
least two injured -- including 
a Russian electrician who lost 
a leg.

‘Cease aggression’
Saree warned “all companies 

dealing with the ports of oc-
cupied Palestine (Israel) that 
their ships and crews will be 
targeted” until Israel has been 
forced to “lift the siege on our 
brothers in Gaza, cease the ag-
gression against them and end 
the ongoing war”.

The Huthis began their at-

tacks on Red Sea shipping in 
late 2023, saying they were in 
support of Palestinians in Gaza.

On Monday, they said they 
hit the Magic Seas because its 
owner had done business with 
Israel and used its ports.

The rebels released a video 
showing masked gunmen storm-
ing the Magic Seas and simulta-
neous explosions that scuttled 
the bulk carrier.

Both ships had likely been at-
tacked “due to prior Israeli port 
calls or ownership/ship man-
ager affiliations”, according to 
the Joint Maritime Information 
Centre, run by Western navies.

Huthi attacks have prompted 
many shipping firms to make the 
time-consuming detour around 
the southern tip of Africa to 
avoid the Red Sea, which nor-
mally carries about 12 percent 

of global trade.
The Huthis had threatened 

to renew their attacks after 
the Gaza ceasefire collapsed in 
March, prompting a deadly US 
bombing campaign against the 
rebels that ended with a May 
ceasefire.

However, the rebels said they 
would continue to target “Israeli 
ships”.

In a statement on Tuesday, the 
US embassy in Yemen blamed 
the Huthis for the Eternity C 
attack, calling it “the most vio-
lent” yet and accusing them of 
“undermining freedom of nav-
igation in the Red Sea”.

Israel, which has also come 
under direct missile and drone 
attack by the Huthis, has car-
ried out multiple strikes on rebel 
targets in Yemen, most recently 
on Sunday.

The Liberia-flagged bulk carrier Magic Seas sinking, after it was attacked by Huthi-affiliated fighters at sea

Members of the Greek owned, Liberian-flagged Magic Seas commercial vessel 
climbing on board the Safeen Prism, after being rescued following an attack that 
forced them to abandon ship, in the Red Sea

China denies directing laser at 
German plane over Red Sea
AFP | Beijing, China

Beijing dismissed yesterday 
claims by Berlin that the 

Chinese military had directed 
a laser at a German aircraft 
over the Red Sea as "complete-
ly inconsistent with the facts".

The foreign ministry in Ber-
lin said on Tuesday that a Ger-
man aircraft participating in 
a "routine" EU-led mission to 
protect marine traffic in the 
Red Sea had been targeted by 
a laser, endangering personnel.

Its counterpart in Beijing 
rejected the accusation.

"Both sides should adopt a 
pragmatic attitude, strength-
en communication in a timely 
manner, and avoid misunder-
standings and miscalcula-
tions," Chinese foreign min-
istry spokeswoman Mao Ning 
said.

She said Chinese naval ves-
sels had been carrying out 
escort duties in the Gulf of 
Aden and in Somali waters, 
"contributing to the safety of 
international shipping lanes".

Berlin however on Wednes-
day insisted its findings were 
based on a "thorough inves-
tigation".

"We expressed our position 

and our findings very clear-
ly and very explicitly (to the 
Chinese ambassador), and of 
course also our expectation 
that incidents of this kind will 
not be repeated," foreign min-
istry spokeswoman Kathrin 
Deschauer said.

Defence ministry spokes-
man Mitko Mueller added that 
"we have clear evidence that a 
Chinese warship used a laser 
against our aircraft".

When reporting the alleged 
incident on Tuesday, Berlin 
had said the reconnaissance 
aircraft involved had been 
forced to abandon its mission 
and returned to a base in Dji-
bouti.

It was not immediately clear 
whether the laser was a weap-
on or a laser guidance system.

The Bild daily said the inci-
dent took place on July 2 near 
the Yemeni coast and involved 
a "blinding laser" aimed at dis-
rupting the operation of an 
aircraft.


