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HISTORY
A landslide dam on the Dadu Riv-
er caused by earthquake ten days 
earlier collapses, killing 100,000 
in the Sichuan province of China

US Equal Pay Act signed into law 
by President John F. Kennedy

Apple Computer ships its first Apple II 
computers

The Spirit Rover is 
launched, beginning 

NASA’s Mars Exploration 
Rover mission
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Climate risks keep 
rising - we must act 

decisively. With control 
over 35 trillion USD of as-
sets, insurance is a major 
player in the global econ-
omy. Today I called on 
the insurance sector to 
direct their investments 
towards climate solu-
tions, not pollution.

@antonioguterres

May global temps 
are out for the @

CopernicusECMWF ERA5 
dataset. It was the 5th 
warmest May on record, 
after 2020, 2016, 2017, 
and 2019. May tempera-
tures have risen around 
0.7C in the past 40  years, 
and was 1.2C above the 
temperatures of the late 
1800s. 

@hausfath

Unequal vaccine dis-
tribution risks mu-

tations forming and pro-
longing the #COVID19 
pandemic. @G7 and all 
governments must co-
operate on vaccine roll-
out and breaking down 
vaccine trade barriers in 
order to simultaneously 
suppress the virus. http://
bit.ly/ukg721 #VaccinEq-
uity #G7UK

@DrTedros

Here is an interest-
ing opportunity for 

youngsters to harness 
their writing skills and 
also contribute to India’s 
intellectual discourse. 
Know more... https://
innovateindia.mygov.in/
yuva/

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Recovered:
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New deaths 
+87,125

+2,159

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 269,527 15,437 197,832 56,258

Saudi 
Arabia

461,242 +1,274 7,503 +15 443,810 9,929

UAE 587,244 1,704 566,677 18,863

Kuwait 320,257 1,801 303,637 14,819

Oman 228,579 +1,931 2,448 +14 206,844 19,287

Qatar 218,980 570 215,899 2,511

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 34,242,866 613,052

2 India 29,089,069 353,557

3 Brazil 17,038,260 477,307

4 France 5,719,937 110,137

5 Turkey 5,300,236 48,341

6 Russia 5,156,250 124,895

7 UK 4,528,442 127,854

8 Italy 4,235,592 126,690

9 Argentina 4,008,771 82,667

10 Germany 3,712,595 90,084

11 Spain 3,711,027 80,309

12 Colombia 3,611,602 92,923

13 Iran 2,990,714 81,519
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News in brief 
 u President Joko Widodo 
said on Wednesday he 
hoped Indonesia’s COVID-19 
vaccination rollout will hit 
one million shots a day by 
July, as authorities opened up 
inoculations to anyone aged over 
18 in Jakarta to contain increased 
transmission in the capital. Health 
officials in the world’s fourth most populous 
country, which aims to vaccinate 181.5 million 
people by next year, are trying to speed up 
the rollout after facing some supply issues. 
During a visit to Depok, south of Jakarta, the 
president said he wanted vaccinations to hit 
a targeted 700,000 doses a day this month 
and then rise again.

u Gunmen shot dead 10 Afghans working for the 
international demining organisation the Halo Trust in an attack on 

their camp in the north 
of the country, Halo 
said yesterday. Halo did 
not attribute blame for 
Tuesday’s attack, saying 
only that an “unknown 

armed group” carried it out. Afghan officials blamed it 
on Taliban insurgents. Reuters had earlier erroneously 

reported that Halo had said the Taliban were responsible for the killings.

u One of the top universities in China is under fire for using 
women to lure applicants in a sexually suggestive online 
advertisement, 
with critics 
saying the college 
is objectifying women. 
Nanjing University 
(NJU) posted the 
advertisement on Weibo on Monday, the first day of the gaokao exams, China’s 
national college entrance tests. The advertisement featured six photos of current 
students holding up signs in front of different parts of the campus. Two of the 
photos attracted the most criticism. One included a pretty woman holding up 
a sign that read, “Do you want to live at the library with me, from morning till 
night?” and the other said, “Do you want me to become part of your youth?

u A US pharmacist has been jailed for three years after 
pleading guilty to tampering with hundreds of Moderna coronavirus 
vaccines, the Justice Department said on Tuesday. Steven R. Brandenburg, 46, 
“purposefully removed” vaccine vials from their refrigerator unit even though 
they must be stored at a certain temperature until used, court documents 
said. The pharmacist was also ordered to pay $83,800 in compensation to the 

Wisconsin hospital where 
he worked. He removed the 
vials on two overnight shifts 
in December, leaving them 
outside for hours before 
returning them to be used on 

recipients the following day. A total of 57 people received vaccines with the vials 
that Brandenburg had tampered with, the Justice Department statement said.

Gunmen 
kill at least 
10 Afghans 
working for 
mine-clearing 

agency

Top Chinese 
university under 
fire for using sex 
to sell school

US pharmacist 
jailed for 3 years 
after tampering 
with Covid vaccines

Indonesia 
aims to speed up 
vaccinations as 
Jakarta opens to 

over 18s

Macron has been targetted before 
by disenchanted citizens. In 2016, 
when he was economy minister, he 
was pelted with eggs by hardleft 
trade unionists over labour reforms 
and two years later was left shaken 
after he was heckled by anti-
government protesters.
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Man held over Macron slapping was 
medieval martial arts enthusiast

• A police source 
identified the suspect as 
28-year-old Damien Tarel

• Macron was on a tour 
to take the pulse of the 
country before the next 
presidential election

Reuters 

The man alleged to have 
slapped French President 
Emmanuel Macron in the 

face ran a club for enthusiasts 
of medieval swordsmanship and 
had no previous criminal record, 
sources close to the investigation 
said on Wednesday.

A police source identified the 
suspect as 28-year-old Damien 
Tarel. He is under investigation 
for assault against a public offi-
cial, the local prosecutor said.

Macron, who has been on a tour 
to take the pulse of the country 
after the pandemic and less than 

a year before the next presiden-
tial election, was hit on Tuesday 
during a walkabout in southern 
France as he greeted a small 
crowd of onlookers. 

Tarel, dressed in a khaki T-shirt, 
then shouted “Down with Macro-
nia” and “Montjoie Saint Denis”, 
the battle cry of the French army 
when the country was a mon-
archy.

A source close to the investiga-
tion described him as someone 
who was “a bit lost, a bit geeky, a 
bit of a gamer”.

Tarel and a second man were 
still in police custody yesterday, 
the source added. The charge of 

assault against a public official 
carries a maximum sentence of 
three years in jail and a 45,000 
euro fine.

Tarel managed a local club of 
martial arts enthusiasts focused 
on the practice of historical Euro-
pean martial arts, including tradi-
tional swordsmanship.

Macron said he had not feared 
for his safety, and continued shak-
ing hands with members of the 
public after he was struck.

In an interview with the Dau-
phine Libere newspaper after the 
incident, Macron said: “You can-
not have violence, or hate, either 
in speech or actions. Otherwise, 

it’s democracy itself that is threat-
ened.”

Still images taken from a video show a man, later identified as 28--year-old Damien Tarel, slaps French President Emmanuel Macron in the face during a visit in Tain-L’Hermitage, France

Macron said he had not feared 
for his safety, and continued 

shaking hands with members of 
the public after he was struck.

Three killed in Russian 
COVID-19 ward blaze, 
official blames ventilator

Reuters

Three people were killed 
yesterday in a blaze that 

broke out at a Russian hospi-
tal treating patients with COV-
ID-19, the authorities said, with 
one official suggesting a faulty 
ventilator was to blame.

Since the start of the pan-
demic, Russia has reported 
several fires at intensive care 
units that doctors said were 
caused by malfunctioning ven-
tilators used to treat patients 
severely ill with the virus.

The fire broke out in the 
early hours of Wednesday at a 
hospital in the city of Ryazan, 
some 180 kilometres (112 
miles) from Moscow, in a ward 

treating COVID-19 patients.
The region’s governor, 

Nikolai Lyubimov, told state 
television that a ventilator in 
the ward had overheated and 
caught fire, the Interfax news 
agency reported.

Nurses attempted to extin-
guish the blaze, but were un-
successful in doing so, with 
some of them sustaining se-
vere burns, the governor said.

The Investigative Com-
mittee, which probes major 
crimes, said it had opened a 
criminal case to determine 
whether the fire had been 
caused by negligence. It said 
the investigation was consid-
ering different possible causes 
of the blaze.

A view shows firefighting vehicles following an accident at a hospital in the 
city of Ryazan, Russia

Iraq releases Iran-aligned 
commander arrested on 
terror charges

Reuters 

Iraq has released an Iran-
aligned militia commander 

arrested in May on terror-
ism-related charges after au-
thorities found insufficient 
evidence against him, in the 
latest blow to government at-
tempts to rein in armed groups.

Security forces arrested Qa-
sim Muslih, an Iran-aligned 
paramilitary leader who oper-
ates mostly in Iraq’s western 
Anbar province and is from the 
southern holy city of Kerbala, 
on May 26.

The military had said the 
charges were terrorism-relat-
ed but did not give details.

Security officials said at the 
time the arrest was linked to 
attacks on US forces stationed 
in Iraq. Some media and an-

alysts said it was because of 
Muslih’s alleged involvement 
in the killing of peaceful 
pro-democracy activists.

Prime Minister Mustafa 
al-Kadhimi has placed him-
self publicly in opposition to 
Iran-backed militias and par-
ties, and Muslih’s arrest was a 
major attempt to rein in their 
power.

His release without prosecu-
tion is a blow to those efforts 
and one of a number of unsuc-
cessful attempts to crack down 
on armed groups.

The two most high-profile 
moves against Iran-backed 
factions - the arrest of Muslih 
in May and the detention in 
June 2020 of fighters allegedly 
involved in rocket fire against 
U.S. targets - have each result-
ed in no prosecutions and all 
those arrested being released.

Qasim Muslih, who commands the Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) is seen 
after being released in Kerbala, Iraq

UAE bars entry for 
travellers from 
Zambia, DR Congo, 
Uganda 
Reuters 

The United Arab Emir-
ates will suspend entry 

for travellers coming from 
Zambia, the Democratic Re-
public of Congo and Uganda 
starting June 11, as part of 
efforts to contain the spread 
of the coronavirus, the state 
news agency WAM said yes-
terday. 

Malaysia king 
meets politicians as 
discontent rumbles 
over virus crisis
Reuters 

Malaysia’s king started 
a series of meetings 

with leaders of political par-
ties on Wednesday, amid 
public discontent over the 
government’s handling of 
a coronavirus crisis that 
has forced the nation into a 
third lockdown.

Prime Minister Muhyid-
din Yassin’s administration 
imposed strict COVID-19 
measures from June 1-14 to 
address a surge in infections 
and deaths, on top of an on-
going national emergency 
to curb the spread of the 
disease.

But those have led to 
public frustration over a 
perceived slow rollout of 
vaccinations, haphazard 
policymaking and uneven 
enforcement of coronavirus 
curbs that critics say royalty 
and elites have been allowed 
to skirt.

Opposition leader Anwar 
Ibrahim, who spent an hour 
on Wednesday with King 
Al-Sultan Abdullah, said 
the national emergency has 
done more harm than good.

Malaysia’s King, Al-Sultan 
Abdullah Ri’ayatuddin Al-
Mustafa Billah Shah, inspects an 
honour guard during the 62nd 
Merdeka Day (Independence 
Day) celebrations in Putrajaya, 
Malaysia

Elephants in India tested for coronavirus after rare lion’s death
AFP | Coimbatore, India 

Twenty-eight elephants have been tested for Covid-19 at a 
forest reserve in southern India, officials said yesterday, 

after the reported death of a rare Asiatic lion from the virus.
In what is believed to be the first known death of an animal 

in India from the coronavirus, a nine-year-old lioness at a 
zoo in Chennai in Tamil Nadu state passed away in early 
June, local media reported.

The feline was among nine lions that had tested positive 
for the virus, including two who were in critical condition, 
Chennai’s The New Indian Express newspaper reported 
last week.

“After lions in Vandalur Zoo tested positive for Covid-19, 
we were asked to test the camp elephants as a precautionary 
measure,” a forest ranger at Mudumalai Tiger Reserve in the 
south of Tamil Nadusaid yesterday. 

Nasal and anal samples were taken from 28 elephants, 
including two calves, on Tuesday, and sent to the Indian 
Veterinary Research Institute in the northern state of Uttar 
Pradesh. The animals’ handlers lifted their trunks to collect 
a sample from a nostril, according to video shared by the re-

serve. They also inserted swabs into the elephants’ rectums.
The results are expected to arrive in a week.
“The animals had no symptoms, it was just as a precau-

tion,” the ranger said.
“There was no difficulty in taking the sample swabs them-

selves as these are all trained elephants.”
Some 21 tigers in a zoo in the eastern state of Jharkhand 

underwent virus tests last week after a 10-year-old tiger with 
a fever died, local media reported.

The tiger had returned a negative rapid antigen test but 
officials said they were also awaiting results from an RT-PCR 
test, the Press Trust of India reported.

\ Elephants at a reserve in southern India have been tested for 
Covid-19 after a lion died of the virus

UK govt slams 
students 
for ditching 
‘colonial’ queen 
portrait

London (AFP)

The UK government has 
crit icised graduate 

students at the University 
of Oxford who removed a 
portrait of Queen Elizabeth 
II, claiming it represented 
a colonial past that many 
found offensive.

The move comes as stu-
dents across the country 
have played a leading role 
in protests against histori-
cal figures with links to the 
British empire or slavery.

The queen “has become 
the latest victim of cancel 
culture”, or ostracism of 
those whose opinions are 
deemed unacceptable, the 
right-leaning Daily Tele-
graph wrote on Wednesday.

Graduate students at 
Magdalen College took 
down the colourised print 
of the queen from their rec-
reation room after a major-
ity vote, because “for some 
students, depictions of the 
monarch and the British 
monarchy represent re-
cent colonial history”, The 
Times reported.

Education Secretary 
Gavin Williamson react-
ed angrily Tuesday night, 
calling the move “simply 
absurd”.

“She is the head of state 
and a symbol of what is best 
about the UK,” he tweeted.

Hanging portraits of the 
queen is not customary in 
state educational institu-
tions, but some colleges at 
Cambridge and Oxford uni-
versities have portraits on 
display.

“It was decided that 
the room should be a wel-
coming, neutral place for 
all members, regardless of 
background, demograph-
ic, or views,” said Matthew 
Katzman, head of the Mid-
dle Common Room com-
mittee at Magdalen.

Israel appeals to Britain’s Prince 
Charles over terminally-ill Israeli girl
Reuters | Jerusalem

Israel’s president appealed to 
Prince Charles yesterday to 

help bring to Israel a 2-year-old 
Israeli girl with a serious brain 
injury, after the High Court in 
London ruled that her life-sus-
taining care in a British hospital 
be withdrawn.

The family of Alta Fixsler say 
their Ultra-Orthodox Jewish faith 
means they cannot agree with 
any course of action that would 
bring her death any closer. They 
have sought to appeal the May 
28 ruling.

In its decision, the court found 
that no action could improve Al-
ta’s condition and that the transfer 
procedure itself could cause her 
suffering.

In a letter on Wednesday, Israeli 

President Reuvin Rivlin urged 
Charles, the heir to the British 
throne, to help to fulfill Alta’s par-
ents’ request to bring her to Israel.

“Their religious beliefs directly 
oppose ceasing medical treatment 

that could extend her life and have 
made arrangements for her safe 
transfer and continued treatment 
in Israel,” Rivlin wrote.

“It would be a tragedy if these 
parents’ wishes could not be ac-
commodated in a way that re-
spects both the law and their reli-
gious beliefs.”

Israel’s health minister ap-
pealed to Britain’s government 
last week on the family’s behalf to 
say that Israel wished to take her 
in for treatment.

Alta’s father, Avraham Fixsler, 
said he had Israeli doctors who 
were willing to come to Manches-
ter, where she is in hospital, and 
give the family their options for 
treating her.

“We believe she is not suffering 
and we want to have the right to 
keep her,” he said.

 An Israeli father asks for his critically 
ill daughter to be sent to Israel, in 
Manchester

Havana Zoo introduces Yanek, a 
rare white tiger, Cuba’s first
Reuters 

A Havana zoo has intro-
duced the country’s 

first-ever white Bengal ti-
ger, a rare type not known 
to exist in the wild.

Mother Fiona gave birth 
to four cubs -- including 
white tiger Yanek -- at the 
National Zoo of Cuba in 
March; but only now, it said, 
are the cubs independent 
enough to be presented to 
the public as they play and 
swim in their special zoo 
pool.

“We are very happy that 
a white tiger has been born in Cuba; it is the first time that 
this has happened,” said the animals’ caretaker Angel Cordero.

They were also the first tiger cubs born on Cuban soil in more 
than 20 years.

Along with Yanek, Fiona and fellow Bengal tiger Garfield 
are the proud parents of sisters Melissa and Gaby, and brother 
Miguel.


