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1497 1775 1801 1857 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Italian navigator Amerigo 
Vespucci leaves for his first 
voyage to the New World 
(disputed)

Second Continental Congress 
convenes in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, issuing paper 
currency for the first time

First Barbary War: The Bar-
bary pirates of Tripoli declare 
war on the United States of 
America (first US foreign war)

Indian Mutiny against rule by 
the British East India Company 

begins with the revolt of the 
Sepoy soldiers in Meerut
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My deepest gratitude 
to you Prime Min-

ister @sanchezcastejon

 for #Spain’s solidarity, 
leadership and commit-

ment to provide critical 
care and support to the 
passengers of the MV 
Hondius cruise ship in 
the Canary Islands. @
WHO  will  continue 
working closely with 
your government to en-
sure a strong, coordinat-
ed and effective #hanta-
virus response. Together, 
we protect health and 
save lives.

@DrTedros

Congratulations to @
magyarpeterMP

 on becoming Prime Min-
ister of Hungary. This 

Europe Day, our hearts 
are in Budapest. The hope 
and promise of renewal 
is a powerful signal in 
these challenging times.  
We have important work 
ahead of us. For Hungary 
and for Europe, we are 
moving forward together.

@vonderleyen

I w e l c o m e  t h e  a n -
n o u n c e m e n t  o f  a 

ceasefire & the planned 
large-scale exchange 
of prisoners between 
Ukraine & Russia.  I 
commend the efforts of 
the USA in facilitating 
this agreement & fully 
support its implemen-
tation.I reiterate my call 
for an immediate, full, 
unconditional & lasting 
ceasefire, as a first step 
toward a just, sustainable 
& comprehensive peace, 
in line with the @UN

 Charter & international 
law.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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40
countries are understood 

to have agreed to 
participate in plans for 
the mission to free up 
navigation in Hormuz.

Naval buildup in Strait No signs of talks in sight
UK sending warship to Middle East ahead of Hormuz mission Iran keeps US waiting for response on peace plan

AFP | Tehran, Iran

The UK will send a destroy-
er to the Middle East 
ahead of any international 

mission to help protect shipping 
in the key Strait of Hormuz, its 
defence ministry said yesterday.

“The pre-positioning of HMS 
Dragon is part of prudent plan-
ning that will ensure that the UK 
is ready, as part of a multinational 
coalition jointly led by the UK 

and France, to secure the strait, 
when conditions allow,” a minis-
try spokesperson told AFP.

Britain and France said last 
month that military plans to se-
cure the Strait of Hormuz were 
coming together and would 
succeed in restoring trade flows 
through the vital passage.

The MoD said deploying HMS 
Dragon would strengthen the 
confidence of commercial ship-
ping and support mine clearance 

efforts once hostilities end.
At a two-day meeting in Lon-

don in April involving more 
than 44 countries, military 
planners discussed the practi-
calities of a multinational mis-
sion led by the UK and France 
to protect navigation in the key  
waterway.

Some 40 countries are under-
stood to have agreed to partici-
pate in plans for the mission to 
free up navigation in Hormuz.

In an incident on Friday, a US 
fighter jet fired on and disabled 
two Iranian-flagged tankers that 
Washington accused of challeng-
ing its naval blockade of Iran’s 
ports. The US action prompted 
Iranian retaliatory attacks.

It came after a flare-up over-
night Thursday to Friday in the 
strait, where Iran is seeking to 
extract tolls from foreign ves-
sels and wield economic leverage 
over the US and its allies.

• Trump had said 
on Friday that he 
was expecting Iran’s 
response to Washington’s 
latest proposal for a deal

• US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio 
reiterated on Friday that 
it was “unacceptable” 
for Tehran to control 
the key oil route.

• Washington has 
sent Iran, via Pakistani 
mediators, a proposal 
to extend the truce

• Iran’s foreign 
ministry spokesman said 
Friday that the proposal 
was still “under review

AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran questioned the serious-
ness of American diplomacy 

yesterday in the wake of re-
newed naval clashes in the Gulf, 
while keeping Washington wait-
ing for a response to its latest 
negotiating position.

US President Donald Trump 

had said on Friday that he was 
expecting Iran’s response to 
Washington’s latest proposal for 
a deal to extend a fragile truce 
and launch peace talks -- “sup-
posedly tonight”.

But if Iran did send Pakistani 
mediators a response, there was 
no public sign of it, and Teh-
ran’s Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi called into question 
the reliability of the US leader-
ship in a call with his Turkish 
counterpart.

“The recent escalation of ten-
sions by American forces in the 
Gulf and their numerous actions 
in violating the ceasefire have 
added to suspicions about the 
motivation and seriousness of 
the American side in the path 
of diplomacy,” he said, accord-
ing to an Iranian account of the 
call published by the ISNA news 
agency.

US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio reiterated on Friday that 
it was “unacceptable” for Teh-
ran to control the key oil route.

Washington has sent Iran, via 
Pakistani mediators, a proposal 
to extend the truce in the Gulf 
to allow for talks on a final set-
tlement of the conflict launched 
10 weeks ago with US-Israeli 
strikes on Iran.

Iran’s foreign ministry spokes-
man Esmaeil Baqaei said Friday 
that the proposal was still “un-
der review”, according to ISNA.

Oil slick spreading off the 
coast of Kharg Island

Satellite images have shown 
that an oil slick is spreading 

off the coast of Iran’s Kharg Is-
land, a key oil export terminal 
for the Islamic republic.

It was not immediately clear 
what had caused the appar-
ent spill, which was off the is-

land’s west coast and appeared 
to cover more than 20 square 
miles (52 square kilometres), 
according to global moni-
tor Orbital EOS. A UK-based 
non-governmental organisa-
tion, the Conflict and Envi-
ronment Observatory, told AFP 

that by Saturday the slick was 
“much reduced”, and may have 
been caused by leaking oil in-
frastructure.

Kharg Island is at the heart 
of Iran’s oil export industry, 
and lies in the Gulf far north of 
the narrow Strait of Hormuz.

Lebanon front

A parallel ceasefire in 
Lebanon is also under 

strain.
Lebanese state media re-

ported three strikes south of 
Beirut on Saturday despite 
a three-week-old ceasefire 
between Israel and the Iran-
backed Hezbollah militant 
group.

An AFP correspondent 
saw two stricken cars and 
emergency workers in at-
tendance along a highway 
that links Beirut with the 
country's south, 20 kilo-
metres (12 miles) from the 
capital. The strikes come 
as Lebanon and Israel, offi-
cially at war since 1948, are 
to hold direct negotiations 
in Washington next week, 
which Hezbollah vehe-
mently opposes.

Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Rafael Peralta (DDG 115) implementing a maritime blockade against the Iran-flagged crude oil tanker vessel Herby while the latter was attempting to sail 
toward an Iranian port

This satellite image obtained from Copernicus Sentinel Data appears to show an oil slick spreading off the coast of Kharg 
Island, a key oil export terminal for Iran.

Seafarers' anguish: “Are we just bait?” Gulf crews ask 
Many of the thousands of 

seafarers stuck on board 
ships bottled up in the Gulf for 
more than two months are trau-

matised by drones and missiles 
and face grave mental suffering, 
maritime charities warn.

"They see drones flying, they 

see missiles flying, and then 
we see instances where the 
ships get hit," said Gavin Lim, 
head of the Crisis Response 

Network for the Sailors' So-
ciety, a UK-based seafarers'  
charity.

"You can imagine that anxiety 

and fear building up. 'Are we 
just bait? Are we going to be a 
victim so that someone can make 
a point?'"

Israel to release two Gaza flotilla 
activists ahead of deportation

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel will release two foreign 
activists taken off a Gaza-
bound flotilla from deten-

tion on Saturday before handing 
them to immigration authorities 
ahead of their deportation, the 
rights group representing them 
said.

Saif Abu Keshek, a Spanish 
national of Palestinian origin, 
and Brazilian Thiago Avila 
were among dozens of activists 
aboard a flotilla intercepted by 
the Israeli navy in international 
waters off the coast of Greece 
on April 30.

The pair were seized by Israeli 
forces and brought to Israel for 
questioning, while the others 
were taken to the Greek island 
of Crete and released.

"Today, the Shabak Israeli 
intelligence agency informed 
Adalah's legal team that Global 

Sumud Flotilla (GSF) activists 
and leaders Thiago Avila and 
Saif Abukeshek would be re-
leased from Israeli detention to-
day, Saturday," the rights group 

Adalah said in a statement.
"They will be handed to Is-

rael's immigration authorities 
later today and kept in custody 
pending their deportation," it 

added.
Adalah said it was closely 

monitoring developments "to 
make sure that the release from 
detention goes ahead, followed 
by their deportation from Israel 
in the coming days".

Spain, Brazil and the United 
Nations had all called for their 
swift release.

Avila and Abu Keshek "have 
been held unlawfully by Israel 
for over a week after being taken 
into Israeli detention", Adalah 
said on Saturday.

"Throughout their detention, 
they were held in total isolation 
under punitive conditions de-
spite the purely civilian nature 
of their mission," it added.

Both Avila and Abu Keshek 
had been on hunger strike while 
in detention, Adalah said, adding 
that Abu Keshek had "escalated 
to refusing water on the evening 
of May 5". Israeli authorities 

have previously rejected allega-
tions of abuse but have filed no 
charges against the men.

Adalah previously said au-
thorities had accused the pair 
of "assisting the enemy during 
wartime" and "membership in 
and providing services to a ter-
rorist organisation".

Israel says both men were 
affiliated with the Popular 
Conference for Palestinians 
Abroad (PCPA), a group ac-
cused by Washington of "clan-
destinely acting on behalf of" 
Palestinian militant group  
Hamas.

The flotilla had set sail from 
France, Spain and Italy with the 
aim of breaking Israel's blockade 
of Gaza and delivering human-
itarian aid to the war-ravaged 
Palestinian territory.

Israel controls all entry points 
into Gaza, which has been under 
an Israeli blockade since 2007.

Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg (R) and Spanish activist Saif Abu Keshek 
(C) talk to members of the media as a flotilla carrying humanitarian aid and 
activists prepare to leave for Gaza, in Barcelona

Plane hits and kills pedestrian 
during takeoff at Denver airport

AFP | Washington, United States

A person who jumped a 
perimeter fence and was 
hit by an airplane taking 

off from Denver International 
Airport died in the incident, the 
airport said Saturday.

Frontier Airlines Flight 4345 
aborted takeoff after hitting the 
person at about 11:19 pm Friday 
night (0519 GMT Saturday), the 
airport said.

“DEN can confirm that the 
pedestrian jumped the perim-
eter fence and was hit just two 
minutes later while crossing 
the runway,” the statement  
said.

“The pedestrian is deceased, 
and is not believed to be an em-
ployee of the airport nor have 
they been identified,” it said.

The person hit “was at least 
partially consumed by one of 
the engines,” ABC News re-
ported citing an unidentified 
official.

The plane was quickly evac-
uated and 12 passengers on the 
flight reported minor injuries; 

five were transported to local 
hospitals, the airport said.

The Airbus A321, bound for 
Los Angeles, was carrying 224 
passengers and seven crew 
members, according to Fron-
tier.

Transportation Secretary 
Sean Duffy said that local law 
enforcement was investigating.

“Late last night, a trespasser 
breached airport security at 
Denver Int’l Airport, deliber-
ately scaled a perimeter fence, 
and ran out onto a runway” and 

was struck by the plane “during 
takeoff at a high speed,” Duffy 
said in a post on X.

“No one should EVER trespass 
on an airport,” Duffy wrote.

The airport has examined the 
fence line and found it to be 
intact, it said.

“We’re stopping on the run-
way, we just hit somebody, we 
have an engine fire... There was 
an individual walking across 
the runway,” a pilot told air 
traffic controllers, according 
to audio from ATC.com.

Frontier Airlines planes are parked at gates in Denver International Airport 
(DEN) in Denver, Colorado

UK’s Starmer vows to ‘listen to voters’ 
after election drubbing
AFP | London, United Kingdom

British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer promised yester-

day he would “listen to voters” 
after his Labour party received 
a historic drubbing in local and 
regional elections.

Disillusioned voters backed 
hard-right and nationalist par-
ties in Thursday’s ballots -- 
Starmer’s biggest electoral test 
since Labour ousted the Con-
servatives in 2024.

“The right lesson is to listen 
to voters,” but it “doesn’t mean 
tacking right or left”, Starmer, 
who has faced calls to resign, 
wrote in the Guardian news-
paper.

The anti-immigrant 
Reform UK party made 
gains across England, 
Scotland and Wales 
-- though Scottish and 
Welsh parties took the 
biggest share of seats in 
those elections.

With almost 
all  votes 
t a l l i e d , 
t h e  r e -
sults are 

grim for Labour, particularly in 
Wales where they lost control of 
the devolved government for the 
first time since the parliament 
in Cardiff was established 27 
years ago.

Nationalists Plaid Cymru, 
which wants Welsh independ-
ence in the long-term, is now 
the biggest party with Reform 
second and Labour third.

In Scotland, the Scottish Na-
tional Party remains the biggest 
party but failed to get a majority 
-- winning six fewer seats than 
in 2021.

In England, Reform picked up 
nearly 1,500 of the 5,000 council 

seats available and the 
Greens also fared well, 
gaining more than 
500.

Labour lost almost 
1,400 council seats 
and ceded control of 
several local authori-
ties -- though results in 

London were not as bad 
as predicted.

Ukraine, Russia 
confirm US-
brokered three-day 
truce, prisoner 
swap
AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

Ru s s i a  a n d  U k ra i n e 
confirmed on Friday 

a US-brokered truce and a 
large prisoner swap over 
May 9-11, when Moscow 
celebrates its World War II 
victory, after trading drone 
strikes and declaring unilat-
eral ceasefires in the run-up.

US President Donald 
Trump first announced a 
three-day truce between 
the warring sides, saying 
he hoped it could lead to a 
long-term deal to end the 
war.

Russia had previously 
announced a two-day uni-
lateral ceasefire to mark its 
WWII victory holiday on 
May 9. Ukraine earlier stat-
ed that it too had offered 
a truce, but it had been ig-
nored by Moscow.

The truce would also 
include a mutual swap of 
1,000 prisoners each, said 
Trump, who has struggled 
to end the four-year conflict 
he once pledged to solve 
within a day of taking office 
last year.

Everyone on 
hantavirus-hit ship 
‘high-risk contact’, 
must be monitored
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The World Health Or-
ganization said Satur-

day it considered everyone 
on board a cruise ship hit 
with a deadly hantavirus 
outbreak as “high-risk” con-
tacts who should be actively 
monitored for 42 days.

There are nearly 150 peo-
ple on board the MV Hondi-
us at the centre of the out-
break that has killed three 
people, which is heading 
towards the waters off Ten-
erife. “We classify every-
body on board as what we 
call a high-risk contact,” 
WHO’s epidemic and pan-
demic preparedness and 
prevention director Maria 
Van Kerkhove told. 

Hezbollah says targeted troops in northern Israel with drone
AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

Hezbollah on Saturday said it 
targeted troops in northern 

Israel with a drone in response 

to repeated Israeli attacks on 
Lebanon despite an ongoing 
truce between the two sides.

In a statement, the group said 
that it “targeted a gathering of 

Israeli enemy army soldiers near 
Misgav Am” with a drone in re-
sponse to “the Israeli enemy’s 
violation of the ceasefire”.

Hezbollah also announced at-

tacks on Israeli military targets 
inside Lebanon using rockets 
and drones. The Israeli military 
in a statement reported “sever-
al” explosive drone launches by 

Hezbollah into Israeli territory, 
saying one army reservist was 
severely wounded and two oth-
ers moderately injured in one of 
the attacks.


