
IPL suspended for one week 
over India-Pakistan conflict

AFP | New Delhi

The Indian Premier League, 
the richest tournament in 

cricket, was suspended for one 
week yesterday because of the 
conflict between New Delhi 
and Pakistan.

“Further updates regard-
ing the new schedule and 
venues of the tournament 
will be announced in due 
course,” Devajit Saikia, hon-
orary secretary of the Indian 
cricket board (BCCI), said in a  
statement.

“While cricket remains a na-
tional passion, there is nothing 
greater than the nation and 
its sovereignty, integrity and 
security of our country,” the 
statement added.

Officials paused the T20 
competition after a match 
Thursday was abandoned in 
Dharamsala, less than 200 
kilometres (125 miles) from 
the northern city of Jammu, 
where explosions were report-

ed hours earlier.
On a third day of exchanges 

between the nuclear-armed 
neighbours yesterday, India 
said it repulsed a wave of Pa-
kistani drone and artillery at-
tacks overnight.

Officials in Pakistan report-
ed more civilian deaths.

Pakistan cricket has moved 
the remaining matches in its 
own T20 league to the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates because of 
player safety.

Thursday’s match in the IPL 
between Punjab Kings and 
Delhi Capitals was abruptly 
called off after 10.1 overs due to 
an apparent floodlight failure 
in the Himalayan hill town of 
Dharamsala.

The stadium was swiftly 
evacuated and players whisked 
out of the ground in the team 
bus, according to media re-
ports.

IPL chairman Arun Dhumal 
was seen signalling to fans to 
leave the stadium.

Howe urges Newcastle to fulfil Champions League expectation
AFP | London

Eddie Howe has challenged 
Newcastle to meet his ex-

pectations by qualifying for the 
Champions League.

Howe’s side sit fourth in the 
Premier League with three 
games left to secure the top five 
finish that guarantees a place in 
Europe’s elite club competition.

Newcastle can take a major 
step towards that target with a 
win against fifth-placed Chelsea 
at St James’ Park on Sunday.

The Magpies are ahead of 
Chelsea only by virtue of goals 
scored, with Manchester City, 
Nottingham Forest and Aston 
Villa also engaged in the scrap 
for a top five place.

Some Newcastle fans might 

already be satisfied with the 
season after winning the League 
Cup final against Liverpool to 
end the club’s 56-year trophy 
drought.

But asked if that Wembley tri-
umph had lifted the pressure off 

Newcastle, Howe told reporters: 
“We feel an expectation, cer-
tainly internally, to try to deliver 
Champions League football.

“It was an expectation that we 
placed upon ourselves, so I get 
what you’re trying to say, but I 

don’t necessarily feel that way 
internally.

“Winning the cup final, I 
think, gave us a freedom and a 
new-found confidence off the 
back of achieving that. That 
gave us a bounce in the next 
few games. We elevated our per-
formance off the back of that.

“But that feels like it was, in 
football terms, quite a while ago.

“Now we have to focus on 
these last three games know-
ing, for me, just how good the 
team can be. We have to set our 
expectations very high.”

Howe believes Newcastle will 
have to produce one of their best 
performances this season if they 
are to secure a vital victory over 
UEFA Conference League final-
ists Chelsea.

Newcastle United’s Alexander Isak (2nd R) celebrates after scoring (file photo)

Spectators leave the ground after the IPL match between Punjab Kings and 
Delhi Capitals was abandoned
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Liverpool wary over right-back void
Liverpool boss cautious on spending after Alexander-Arnold announces emotional departure

• Alexander-Arnold’s 
departure leaves 
Conor Bradley as 
sole right-back

• Slot cites 
affordability as barrier 
to top replacements

AFP | London

Liverpool boss Arne Slot 
has warned excessive 
transfer fees could pre-

vent him from signing a tai-
lor-made replacement for Trent 
Alexander-Arnold.

The England right-back, 
whose contract expires in June, 
announced on Monday he would 
be leaving Liverpool, a club he 
has been with since he was a 
young boy, with the 26-year-
old saying it was “easily the 
hardest decision I’ve ever 
made in my life”.

Alexander-Arnold’s fu-
ture has been the subject 
of intense speculation 
this season, with the de-
fender widely tipped 

to join Spanish giants Real Ma-
drid after helping Liverpool win 
this season’s Premier League.

His exit leaves Liverpool 
short of cover in his po-
sition, with 21-year-
old Conor Bradley, 
who has made 54 sen-
ior appearances, now 
their only recognised 
right-back.

“I think it would be a 
surprise if I were to tell 
you now ‘Yes, we we 
are looking at this 
and looking at 
that,” Slot 
t o l d 
a 

pre-match press conference 
ahead of Sunday’s game at home 
to Arsenal, currently second in 

the Premier League.
“We don’t talk about 

contracts here so we 
don’t talk about the 
positions or if we 
want to improve 
the team in certain 
areas.”

The Dutchman 
added: “That’s the 

most difficult thing 
for a club like Liv-

erpool if you 
j u s t 

won 

the league is that it is not easy 
to find better players than we 
already have.

“And if they are there then 
they still need to be affordable 
and need to want to come.

“That last thing is mostly not a 
problem, by the way, but transfer 
fees sometimes are.”

Slot confirmed Bradley will 
start Sunday’s match at home to 
Arsenal but insisted that was not 
a reaction to Alexander-Arnold’s 
announcement as the Republic 
of Ireland international would 
have been in the team for Chel-
sea last weekend had he been 
fully fit.

 ‘Not here to tell fans how to 
react’ 

And while Alexander-Arnold’s 
decision to end his 20-year as-
sociation with Liverpool has 
provoked contrasting reactions 
among supporters and pundits, 
Slot said it was not his job to 
tell fans how they should feel 

about the situation.
Slot, in his first season 
at Anfield after replac-

ing charismatic man-
ager Jurgen Klopp, 
has yet to speak 
directly to Alexan-

der-Arnold since the announce-
ment, only communicating via 
WhatsApp. But he intends to 
hold face-to-face talks yesterday 
in order to gauge how the player 
is feeling about the fall-out from 
his decision.

“That people have an opinion 
about us, if it is Trent or me or 
someone else, is not new for an-
yone,” said Slot.

“Probably it’s a bit more now 
for him than he is used to and 
probably a bit more negative but 
I don’t follow all of this. I am not 
here to tell the fans how they 
should react.

“We are all disappointed but 
Trent is the first one also who he 
said he would prefer us as a team 
and a club not to be too much 
distracted by this announce-

ment.”
He added: “I am hoping all the 

energy on Sunday goes to the 
players and less as possible to 
Trent –- unless it is positive then 
they can do whatever they want.

“I worked at clubs like AZ 
Alkmaar and Feyenoord where 
every season a very good player 
or multiple very good players 
left the club so I am a bit more 
used to it.

“But the experience I have –- 
and by the way this club as well 
–- is that if a very good player is 
leaving the next very good player 
will step up and that probably 
will happen now.”
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That’s the most 
difficult thing for a club 
like Liverpool if you just 

won the league is that 
it is not easy to find 

better players than we 
already have

ARNE SLOT

Alexander-Arnold’s 
decision to leave ends 
a 20-year association 
with Liverpool, a club 
he joined as a young 

boy

KNOW WHAT

Liverpool’s Salah voted Football Writers’ Player of the Year
AFP | London

Mohamed Salah won the 
Football Writers’ Associa-

tion Player of the Year award for 
the third time yesterday after 
inspiring Liverpool’s march to 
a record-equalling 20th Eng-
lish title.

Salah earned the prize after 
scoring 28 goals and producing 
18 assists for Liverpool in the 
Premier League this season.

The Egypt forward broke 
the record for the most goal 
involvements in a 38-game Pre-
mier League campaign as Arne 
Slot’s side romped to their first 
title since 2020.

Salah secured almost 90 
percent of the football writ-
ers’ votes, marking the biggest 
winning margin this century.

Liverpool centre-back Virgil 
van Dijk came second in the 

contest, with Newcastle strik-
er Alexander Isak third and 
Arsenal midfielder Declan 
Rice fourth.

Salah, who was previ-
ously given the award in 
2017-18 and 2021-22, is now 
level with former Arsenal 
f o r wa rd  T h i e r r y 
Henry as the 
only play-
ers to win 
it  three 
times.

T h e 

32-year-old recently 
ended speculation 
over his future 
by signing a new 
two-year contract 
to stay at Anfield 
until 2027.

Salah’s decision 
to commit to Liver-

pool will make 
t h e m  f a -

vourites 
to win a 
record 
2 1 s t 
t i t l e 
n e x t 
s e a -
s o n 
a s 
they 

look to move ahead of Manches-
ter United as England’s most 
successful top-flight club.

Alessia Russo became the 
second Arsenal player to land 
the women’s award as the strik-
er finished ahead of last year’s 
winner Khadija Shaw.

Salah’s near-90% 
share of the vote is 

the largest margin of 
victory in the Football 
Writers’ Association 
award this century

KNOW WHAT

Mohamed 
Salah


