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FICCI names Adeeb Ahamed to steer 
India–Middle East Economic engagement

TDT | New Delhi/Abu Dhabi

The Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FICCI) has 

appointed Adeeb Ahamed, Man-
aging Director of LuLu Financial 
Holdings, as the chair of FICCI 
Arab Council for 2025-26.

Initially appointed in 2023, 
his continued stewardship en-
sures a seamless progression of 
FICCI’s efforts to advance India’s 
economic collaboration with the 
Middle East—building on two 
years of sectoral engagement, 
policy dialogue, and partnership 
facilitation.

In his role as Chair, Mr. 
Ahamed will also serve on FIC-
CI’s National Executive Com-
mittee, contributing to the or-
ganisation’s broader policy and 
advocacy agenda at the national 

and international levels.
The FICCI Arab Council plays 

a pivotal role in deepening In-
dia–Middle East ties. Among 
its recent milestones is the fa-
cilitation of a landmark MoU 
between Expo City Dubai and 
FICCI, paving the way for long-
term collaboration on major 
events, including the Asia Pacific 
Cities Summit (APCS) 2025. The 
Council also played a key role 
in enabling investment-focused 
delegations from states such as 
Rajasthan and Assam to engage 
with leading UAE-based business 
groups. The recent opening of 
FICCI’s Dubai office stands as 
another achievement, provid-
ing a permanent regional base 
to strengthen partnerships and 
advance India’s economic diplo-
macy in the Gulf.

In the coming year, the Coun-

cil will prioritise deeper en-
gagement with young entrepre-
neurs and start-ups, while also 
focusing on facilitating access 
for Indian SMEs to key markets 
across the GCC. At the same time, 
it aims to create pathways for 
investors in the Middle East to 
explore emerging opportuni-
ties within India’s dynamic SME 
ecosystem. 

“Our vision is to expand partic-
ipation by engaging more young 
entrepreneurs from across the 
region and giving them a mean-
ingful stake in the dialogue. It 
is vital that they are not only 
heard, but empowered with the 
right platforms, networks, and 
resources to lead—because the 
future of India–Middle East 
cooperation will be defined by 
innovation, agility, and inclusive 
leadership,” said Mr Ahamed.

Adeeb Ahamed is the 
Managing Director of 

LuLu Financial Holdings, 
a leading financial 

services company op-
erating across the GCC, 

India, and APAC regions. 
He also leads Twenty14 
Holdings, an investment 
firm with a diverse port-
folio in luxury hospital-
ity. A prominent voice 
on digital innovation 

and financial inclusion, 
Mr. Ahamed is an active 

contributor to global 
economic discourse 

through platforms like 
the World Economic 

Forum.

NBB elevates travel experience for Mastercard 
World Elite & World Elite exclusive cardholders

Offers luxurious Complementary Airport Transfers and Exclusive Discounts
TDT | Manama

The National Bank of Bahrain 
(NBB) has announced a new 

service for its Mastercard World 
Elite and World Elite Exclusive 
cardholders: luxurious compli-
mentary airport transfers and 
exclusive discounted ride ser-
vices available throughout the  
year.

NBB’s World Elite Exclusive 
customers will be entitled to a 
complimentary round-trip air-
port transfer once a year with 

the highest-class vehicles, such 
as the Mercedes-Benz S-Class, 
BMW, and Lexus and a 20% dis-
count on any subsequent rides. 
While Mastercard World Elite 
will also enjoy a 20% discount 
on their rides. Available dur-
ing 2025, this offer will grant 
NBB’s cardholders with premi-
um transportation at discounted 
rates to make their business or 
leisure travels more refined.

Commenting on the occasion, 
Subah Abdullatif Al Zayani, 
Chief Executive – Retail Bank-

ing at NBB stated, “Our mission 
in NBB is to develop value-added 
services that resonate with the 
lifestyle needs of our premium 
clientele. By offering exclusive 
airport rides and elite travel 
benefits, we aim to serve them 
with privileges that enrich their 
experiences.”

NBB’s Mastercard World Elite 
Exclusive and World Elite credit 
cards offer an array of exclusive 
benefits designed to enhance 
customers lifestyle and pro-
vide unparalleled convenience. 

Cardholders enjoy exclusive 
discounted, and free access to 
a global network of Airport VIP 
lounges. Additionally, these 
cards provide comprehensive 
travel insurance, concierge ser-
vices, and special offers on din-
ing, shopping, and entertain-
ment. With NBB’s Mastercard 
World Elite and World Elite Ex-
clusive credit cards, customers 
can experience the ultimate in 
luxury and peace of mind, tai-
lored to meet every day needs 
and luxurious desires.

Alba records historic safety milestone: 35 
Million Safe Working Hours without LTI

TDT | Manama 

Aluminium Bahrain B.S.C. 
(Alba), the world’s larg-

est aluminium smelter on one 
site, has etched a new prece-
dent in the industry’s history 

books by achieving a historic 
milestone of 35 million safe 
working hours without a Lost 
Time Injury (LTI) on Thursday, 
reaffirming its position as safe-
ty leader both regionally and  
globally. 

Commenting on this new 

safety benchmark, Alba’s Chief 
Executive Officer, Ali Al Baqali, 
stated: 

“35 million safe working hours 
is a groundbreaking achieve-
ment in the global aluminium 
industry. This milestone is a 
testament to the thousands of 

moments of mindful action, 
the collective responsibility 
embraced wholeheartedly by 
each and every member of our 
dedicated workforce and the 
power of a shared vision for a 
safer tomorrow.”  Alba’s foun-
dational ‘Safety First’ culture 

is strengthened by dedicated 
Safety Campaigns, comprehen-
sive in-house training programs, 
weekly centralised Safety Talks 
and active shop-floor engage-
ment by Alba’s executives, all of 
which play a crucial role in pro-
moting a safer workplace for all.


