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ublic parks in Muharraq
Pcould soon come under

tighter watch, as the mu-
nicipal council prepares to de-
bate a new proposal to install
surveillance cameras and deploy
security guards amid growing
concerns over vandalism, distur-
bances, and suspected drug use.

The plan, spearheaded by
Councillor Mohammed Al
Mahmoud, is set to be discussed
in the council on Monday. It calls
for cameras to be installed at
entrances, walkways, children’s
play zones, and service areas,
all connected to a central con-
trol room at the municipality.
Recordings would be stored for
30 days.

In addition, security person-
nel—either municipal workers or
licensed private guards—would
patrol the parks throughout the
day. Their responsibilities would
include monitoring behaviour,
assisting families, and reporting
violations to authorities.

“With more people using our
public parks, we’re seeing an in-
crease in worrying behaviours,”
said Mr Al Mahmoud. “Vandal-

ism, noise, and encroachments
are damaging these spaces and
pushing families away. We need
to protect what we’ve built.”
Residents have raised the
alarm over broken playground
equipment, smoking in family
zones, unsanitary conditions,

and groups lingering late into
the night. Some say they’ve
stopped bringing their children
after dark.

To test the idea, the council
is considering a pilot project at
three key sites: Muharraq Grand
Park, Qalali Park, and Busaiteen

Park. A review would take place
six months after implementa-
tion.

If approved, signs would warn
visitors about surveillance and
penalties for damaging public
property. The council is also
weighing budget allocations

Eyes on the parks

Muharraq parks face crackdown over vandalism, drugs

MOHAMMED AL MAHMOUD, MUHARRAQ MUNICIPAL COUNCIL MEMBER

and potential partnerships with public confidence in Muhar-
the Interior Ministry or private raq’s parks and make them safer,

firms to handle the security.

cleaner, and more welcoming

The proposal aims to restore for all.

Sewerage projects to connect over 1,500
homes in Northern Governorate

© The largest scheme
will be in Block 457

in Bu Quwah, where
875 homes are due

to be connected
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" N Tork to link 1,580 homes
in the north of Bahrain to
the national sewerage network
is set to begin soon, according
to MP Hasan Ibrahim Hasan.
The projects—part of the
Works Ministry’s infrastructure
plan—will cover properties in
Saraya Bu Quwah, Jeblat Heb-
shi, and Al Sehla, all located
within the Fourth Northern
District.

N

maintenance and the paving
In addition to sewerage ex- of unpaved roads. Each pro-

on factors such as population
density, technical feasibility,
and available budget, Mr Hasan
said.

In a written statement to
Parliament, the Works Minis-
try noted that while much of
the Northern Governorate is
already connected to the na-
tional sewerage grid, several
developed areas still require
network access.

Among the upcoming works
is a new sewerage network in
southern Block 441 in Al Sehla,
set to serve 101 homes. A sec-
ond project will cover Blocks
447, 431, and 435 in Qadam
and Jeblat Hebshi, connect-
ing 604 properties. The largest
scheme will be in Block 457 in
Bu Quwah, where 875 homes
are due to be connected. This
project is expected to break
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tensions, the plan includesroad ject has been prioritised based ground shortly.

A safe space for journalists, says
MP Al Sayed on new media law
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ahrain’s new Press and

and legal clarity in the
kingdom, according to

Jaleela Alawi Al Sayed,

chairwoman of Parlia-

ment’s Services Commit-

tee.

Describing the law as
a“well-timed gift” o8
to the country’s <8
journalists on £
Press Day, {
she hailed it £
as a mile-
stone in [
modern- £
ising
Bah -
rain’s

media landscape and strength-

ening its legal framework.
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One of the law’s most impor-
Electronic Media Law tant features, she noted, is the
marks a significant turning
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scrapping of prison sen-
point for media freedom =& :

. tences for press-re-
% lated offences. It
also introduces
long-awaited legal
protections for on-
line media outlets
/ and social media
, News accounts,

. pulling them
., out of legal
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and
granting
. them
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der Bahraini law — as long as
they operate within profession-
al standards.

“This is a home-grown le-
gal move that builds trust,
shields journalists from prison,
puts online platforms on firm
ground, and lets the press do
its job without second-guessing
what’s allowed,” she said.

Al Sayed praised the collabo-
rative effort behind the legisla-
tion, crediting the joint work of
government bodies, Parliament
— particularly her committee —
and contributions from editors,
reporters, and digital publish-
ers. “The debates were long and
detailed, but they showed that
everyone involved wanted a law
that reflects Bahrain’s standing
as a regional media hub,” she
said.

Capital Council sees 86% of proposals approved by Works Ministry

@ Ministry confirmed
it had received 146
proposals from the

Council since the start of

the sixth legislative term

@® Most proposals
focused on planning,
infrastructure repairs,
and public services
across Manama
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early 90% of proposals sub-
mitted by the Capital Mu-

Mamdouh Al Saleh, MP

nicipal Council during the cur-
rent term have been approved tary query, the Ministry con-
by the Works Ministry, official firmed it had received 146 pro-

In a response to a parliamen-

figures reveal. posals from the Council since

the start of the sixth legislative
term. These included project
ideas, policy suggestions, and
draft decisions. Of these, 125
were approved, five are still un-
der review, and only six were
rejected.

Most proposals focused on
planning, infrastructure repairs,
and public services across Ma-
nama. The Ministry said the few
rejections stemmed from legal
or technical grounds—such as
proposals falling outside the
council’s authority or requiring
assessments by other govern-
ment agencies.

MP Mamdouh Al Saleh had
requested a full breakdown of
the council’s submissions, in-

cluding outcomes, reasons for
rejections, and updates on im-
plementation. He also sought
budget figures for each project
and projections for the 2025-
2026 planning cycle.

The Ministry stated that deci-
sions on rejections are based on
Article 25 of the 2001 Municipal
Law, which defines the council’s
powers. It added that most sug-
gestions were processed with-
out issue.

BD10.1 million national budget

Capital projects in Manama
are funded from a BD10.1 million
national budget for 2023 and
2024, with allocations made in
coordination with the Finance

Ministry. Budget planning for
2025 and 2026 is still underway.

For housing repairs, drain-
age, and fire damage, a separate
BDL.1 million has been allocated
to each municipal council un-
der the Urban and Village De-
velopment Programme. Since
2022, the Capital Council has
overseen 130 completed pro-
jects, including 64 renovations,
38 rainwater insulation jobs,
and 28 fire-related repairs.

Overall, 157 requests were
made under this programme, re-
sulting in 269 tasks—since some
applications involved multiple
works. Each is reviewed based
on need, eligibility, and funding
availability.



