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HISTORY
Lama Deshin Shekpa visits the 
Ming Dynasty capital at Nan-
jing and receives the title Great 
Treasure Prince of Dharma

Big Ben, a 13.76-tonne 
bell, is recast at the 

Whitechapel Bell Found-
ry

US, USSR and 70 other nations 
agree to ban biological weap-
ons at the Biological Weapons 
Convention

The Good Friday Agreement 
(Belfast Agreement) for 

Northern Ireland is signed by the 
British and Irish governments
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I unequivocally con-
demn the massive 

strikes by Israel across 
Lebanon on 8 April that 
resulted in hundreds of 
civilians being killed & 
injured, including chil-
dren.

With the announce-
ment of the ceasefire be-
tween Iran & the USA, the 
ongoing military activity 
in Lebanon poses a grave 
risk to the ceasefire & the 
efforts toward a lasting & 
comprehensive peace in 
the region.

Hostilities must stop 
immediately.

International law must 
be respected.

Civilians & civilian 
objects must be protect-
ed at all times. Attacks 
against them are unac-
ceptable.

There is no military 
solution to the conflict.

@antonioguterres

I welcome the two-week 
ceasefire the US and 

Iran agreed last night. 
It brings much-needed 
de-escalation.

I thank Pakistan for its 
mediation.

Now it is crucial that 
negotiations for an endur-
ing solution to this con-
flict continue.

We will continue coor-
dinating with our part-
ners to this end.

llllllllll

With the Cabinet ap-
proval of the Ka-

mala Hydro Electric Pro-
ject, we are strengthen-
ing India’s clean energy 
ecosystem while advanc-
ing integrated develop-
ment across Arunachal 
Pradesh with a focus on 
power, infrastructure 
and community welfare. 

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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300
Lebanon’s health ministry 
said Thursday that Israeli 
strikes across the country 
a day before killed more 

than 300 people and 
wounded at least 1,150.

Australian couple moves house from wrong plot
AFP | Sydney, Australia

An Australian couple has 
moved house, literally, af-

ter realising it was placed on the 
wrong plot of land.

Melanie and David Moor said 
they set up their home to "relax" 
at a five-acre block two hours' 
drive west of Melbourne.

They put up the pre-fabricat-
ed house in March 2024, includ-
ing installing the plumbing and 
electricity, for a new life in rural 
Victoria.

Five months later, they got the 
bad news.

"We got the call from the 
council to say that we had to 

stop works because it was on 
the wrong block -- and we ac-
tually owned the block next 

door," Melanie Moor told AFP 
on Thursday.

"It's just been a nightmare."

The couple said the plot's 
boundaries were unclear and 
they had relied on the local 
council and the real estate agent 
for the right advice.

A spokesperson for the Co-
rangamite Shire Council de-
clined to comment.

AFP was unable to reach the 
real estate agent.

The couple moved their house 
about 100 metres (330 feet) by 
truck to the right plot on April 2. 
They are now living in a caravan 
while the home is secured to the 
correct site.

They also need to connect the 
house's power, water and septic 
amenities -- at a heavy finan-

cial cost. Melanie Moor has an 
autoimmune disease, and her 
husband has liver disease, the 
couple said.

"The idea was that I could ac-
tually relax a little bit and work 
from home," David Moor said.

Under an agreement with the 
owners of the plot where the 
house was originally put, the 
couple said they have until May 
2 to restore that land to its orig-
inal state.

But they are thankful their 
home is now in the right place.

"It was a relief seeing the 
truck take the house across 
the property," Melanie Moor  
said.

A house getting ready to be moved to its correct location after being built on a 
neighbouring section, in Camperdown, west of Melbourne

Melania Trump denies any links to Epstein abuse
AFP | Washington, United States

US First Lady Melania Trump 
yesterday made a surprise 

statement denying unspecified 
allegations about her and Jeffrey 
Epstein, a scandal that her hus-
band President Donald Trump 
has long downplayed.

The 55-year-old former mod-
el’s on-camera remarks at the 
White House came out of the 
blue, with no explanation for 
why she would bring up the late 
sex offender Epstein now.

“The lies linking me with the 
disgraceful Jeffrey Epstein need 
to end today,” she said. “The 
individuals lying about me are 
devoid of ethical standards, hu-

mility and respect.” The Slo-
venian-born first lady gave a 
categorical denial of any ties to 

Epstein, with whom her and her 
husband had previously been 
photographed on the New York 

social scene.
She said “fake images and 

statements about Epstein and 
me” had been circulating on so-
cial media “for years now. Be 
cautious about what you be-
lieve: these images and stories 
are completely false.”

The statement will serve to 
reignite the Epstein scandal just 
as media attention starts to turn 
away from Trump’s war in Iran.

Epstein died in federal custo-
dy in 2019 while awaiting trial 
on sex trafficking charges in-
volving minors, but the scandal 
has repeatedly overshadowed 
Trump’s second presidency.

The US Justice Department 
has over the past year released 

huge tranches of files related 
to Epstein. The president has 
also denied any link to Epstein’s 
crimes. “I have never had any 
knowledge of Epstein’s abuse of 
his victims. I was never involved 
in any capacity. I was not a par-
ticipant. Was never on Epstein’s 
plane, and never visited his pri-
vate island,” Melania Trump 
said. “I have never been legally 
accused or convinced of a crime 
in connection with Epstein sex 
trafficking, abuse of minors and 
other repulsive behavior.”

The first lady also urged Con-
gress to hold a public hearing 
for survivors of Epstein’s abuse 
to “give these victims their op-
portunity to testify under oath.”

Iran’s 
supreme 
leader says 
does not seek 
war in written 
message
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran’s new supreme leader 
Mojtaba Khamenei in his 

latest written message said 
that the Islamic republic 
does not want war with the 
United States and Israel, 
but would protect its rights 
as a nation, state television 
reported yesterday. 

“We did not seek war and 
we do not want it,” he said 
in the message read out on 
state TV, coinciding with 40 
days since his father, Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, was 
killed on February 28, the 
first day of the war.

“But we will not renounce 
our legitimate rights under 
any circumstances, and in 
this respect, we consider 
the entire resistance front 
as a whole,” he added, in an 
apparent reference to Leb-
anon where Israel is fight-
ing a war with Tehran’s ally 
Hezbollah.

Israel seeks Lebanon talks Strikes threaten truce
• Even as Netanyahu 
spoke, Israel’s military 
issued a new evacuation 
order for Beirut’s 
southern suburbs

• Russia says 
Mideast ceasefire 
must cover Lebanon

AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

Israel's Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu ordered his 
ministers yesterday to begin 

direct talks with Lebanon, push-
ing for Hezbollah's disarmament 
amid mounting concern that its 
ongoing strikes could cause the 
fragile US-Iran truce to unravel.

A Lebanese government offi-
cial told AFP shortly after Netan-
yahu's announcement that Bei-
rut "wants a ceasefire" declared 
before starting any negotiations 
with Israel, a day after deadly 
strikes across the country.

At least 203 people were killed 
and 1,000 wounded in the bom-
bardment on Wednesday, the 
Lebanese health ministry said, 
while Hezbollah said it was 
engaged in close quarters com-
bat against Israeli forces on the 
ground on Thursday in the south 
Lebanon town of Bint Jbeil.

Netanyahu's order for direct 
negotiations with Lebanon's 
government was focused on 
disarming Hezbollah and es-
tablishing peace, according to 
a statement from his office, but 
he offered no immediate respite 
from the bombardment.

"Lebanon wants a ceasefire be-
fore starting negotiations," said 
the Lebanese government offi-
cial, who has knowledge of the 
matter and requested anonymity.

Even as Netanyahu spoke, Is-
rael's military issued a new evac-
uation order for Beirut's south-
ern suburbs, just a day after the 
wave of strikes.

"In light of Lebanon's repeated 
requests to open direct negotia-
tions with Israel, I instructed the 
cabinet yesterday to begin direct 
negotiations with Lebanon as 
soon as possible," Netanyahu 
said. "Negotiations will focus on 
disarming Hezbollah and estab-

lishing peace relations between 
Israel and Lebanon."

Brussels, Moscow and Anka-
ra demanded that the US-Iran 
ceasefire be extended to Leb-
anon.

"We view the situation in 
southern Lebanon with particu-
lar concern," Germany's Chan-
cellor Friedrich Merz said, ech-
oing statements from Paris and 
London.

"The severity with which Is-
rael is waging war there could 
cause the peace process as 
a whole to fail, and that must 
not be allowed to happen," he 
warned. For their part, Iran's 
parliamentary speaker Moham-
mad Bagher Ghalibaf said Teh-
ran sees Lebanon as an "insep-
arable part of the ceasefire" and 
President Masoud Pezeshkian 
said Israel's strikes rendered 
"meaningless" talks with US en-
voys planned for the end of the 
week in Pakistan.

At least 203 people were killed and 1,000 wounded in the bombardment on Wednesday Pakistan hails ‘restraint’, slams Lebanon strikes ahead of US-Iran talks

IMF expects to 
provide vulnerable 
economies hit by 
Iran war up to 
$50bn
AFP | Washington, United 
States

The International Mon-
etary Fund expects to 

have to provide up to $50 
billion in immediate finan-
cial assistance to countries 
affected by the Middle East 
war, its managing director 
said yesterday, with the cri-
sis likely to have lasting eco-
nomic effects.

"Given the spillovers of 
the Middle East war, we ex-
pect near-term demand for 
IMF balance-of-payments 
support to rise to some-
where between $20 billion 
and $50 billion, with the 
lower bound prevailing if 
the ceasefire holds," Kris-
talina Georgieva said, ac-
cording to prepared remarks 
shared with AFP.

The IMF chief also high-
lighted the ripple effects of 
the crisis, including food in-
security for at least 45 mil-
lion people.

Lebanon PM asks Pakistan to confirm 
country’s inclusion in Mideast truce
AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Nawaf Salam asked his Pa-

kistani counterpart yesterday 
to confirm Lebanon’s inclu-

sion in the Iran war ceasefire, 
a day after Israeli strikes on 
the country killed more than 
200 people.

In a statement, Salam’s office 
said he phoned Shehbaz Sharif, 

praising Islamabad’s efforts in 
securing the truce and asking 
him to “confirm that the cease-
fire includes Lebanon to pre-
vent a recurrence of the Israeli 
attacks witnessed yesterday”.

Beirut bans 
weapons

Lebanon's cabinet 
instructed secu-

rity forces to restrict 
weapons in Beirut ex-
clusively to state in-
stitutions, a day after 
Israeli strikes across 
the country, includ-
ing in the heart of the 
capital.

Information Minis-
ter Paul Morcos said 
the decision prompt-
ed objections from 
Hezbollah's two min-
isters in the cabinet.

Lebanon’s sovereignty and security should not be violated: China

A spokesman for the Chi-
nese foreign ministry 

said "Lebanon's sovereign-

ty and security should not be  
violated. The safety of civil-
ian lives and property must be 

guaranteed" and that Beijing 
was urging "a cooling down of 
the regional situation".

EU says strikes on Lebanon endangering US-Iran ceasefire
AFP | Brussels, Belgium

The European Union yester-
day called on Israel to halt 

its strikes on Lebanon which it 
said were endangering the US-

Iran ceasefire.
"Israeli actions are putting 

the US-Iran ceasefire under se-
vere strain. 

The Iran truce should extend 
to Lebanon," the European Un-

ion's top diplomat Kaja Kallas 
said. "Hezbollah dragged Leb-
anon into the war, but Israel’s 
right to defend itself does not 
justify inflicting such massive 
destruction," she said.

Hezbollah must disarm
"Israeli strikes killed hun-

dreds last night, making it hard 
to argue that such heavy-hand-
ed actions fall within self-de-
fence," she added.

" H e z b o l l a h  m u s t  d i s -
arm,  as  i t  agreed to  do.  
T h e  E U  s u p p o r t s  L e b a -
non’s efforts to disarm" the 
Iran-backed group, Kallas  
added.

People who fled Beirut’s southern suburbs threatened by the latest Israeli bombing warning take refuge on Beirut’s summerland beach People inspect the remnants of an Iranian missile that landed at the Israeli settlement of Shadmot 
Mehola in the Jordanian valley, in the northern Israeli-occupied West Bank 

Rescuers search under the rubble at the site of an Israeli airstrike that targeted a house in 
Abbassiyeh on the outkirts of the southern Lebanese coastal city of Tyre
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US Democrats fail in bid to 
curb Trump’s Iran war powers
AFP | Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump’s 
Republ icans  yesterday 

blocked an attempt by the op-
position Democrats to curb his 
authority to wage war in Iran, 
amid mounting frustration in 
Congress over his handling of the 
Middle East conflict.

House Minority Leader Ha-
keem Jeffries sought to pass 
a war powers resolution by 

“unanimous consent” -- a pro-
cedure that bypasses the need 
to hold a recorded vote, pro-
vided no one objects -- but was 
stopped, as expected, by the Re-
publican majority’s presiding  
officer.

The maneuver, staged during 
a short procedural session while 
lawmakers remain out of Wash-
ington, was largely symbolic but 
underscored growing Democrat-
ic anger over a conflict that has 

not been formally authorized by 
Congress.

Jeffries had urged colleagues 
to attend the session and press 
for immediate action, arguing a 
recently announced two-week 
ceasefire was “woefully insuffi-
cient” and calling for a perma-
nent end to US involvement in 
the war.

Republicans, however, showed 
little appetite to challenge 
Trump’s authority.

Attacks on UN peacekeepers in 
Lebanon draw condemnation
AFP | United Nations, United 
States

Dozens of countries con-
tributing troops to the UN 

peacekeeping force in Lebanon 
called yesterday for a cessation 
of hostilities, after three blue 
helmets were killed as Israel 
and Hezbollah traded strikes.

The Indonesian peacekeep-
ers died in late March. Ac-
cording to a preliminary UN 
investigation, one was killed 
by an Israeli tank shell, while 
the two others were killed by a 
homemade bomb likely plant-
ed by Iran-backed Hezbollah.

More than 60 countries 
that contribute troops to UNI-
FIL, the UN peacekeeping 

mission in south Lebanon, de-
nounced persistent attacks on 
blue helmets.

They included Indonesia, 
France, the United Kingdom, 
China and Turkey, and the 
group was joined by other na-
tions like Russia.

"We condemn in the strong-
est terms the persistent at-
tacks against UNIFIL, includ-
ing the latest grave attacks 
which cost the lives of three 
Indonesian peacekeepers and 
injured several other peace-
keepers from France, Ghana, 
Indonesia, Nepal and Poland," 
Indonesian Ambassador Umar 
Hadi said on behalf of all the  
countries.

U.S. first lady Melania Trump delivers a statement at the Grand Foyer of the 
White House


