
‘I need to improve’, says 
Haaland after barren spell
AFP | London

Erling Haaland said tiredness 
was no excuse for his poor 

goalscoring run in 2026 as he 
demands more of himself to 
keep Manchester City in the 
hunt for four trophies.

Haaland scored a dramatic 
stoppage-time winner from the 
penalty spot as City beat Liver-
pool 2-1 on Sunday to remain 
six points behind Arsenal in the 
Premier League title race.

The 25-year-old has netted 
28 times in 36 games for City 
this season.

But he has not scored from 
open play in the Premier 
League since December 20 and 
has just three goals in his last 13 
appearances.

“Of course, I haven’t scored 
enough goals since the start 
of this year and I know that I 
need to improve,” said the Nor-
wegian.

“I know I need to be more 
sharp, better at all of this, and 
this is something that I have to 
work on.

“I have to keep going because 
this is what everyone deserves 
and expects.”

Pep Guardiola said last month 
that Haaland was “exhausted” 
by a gruelling schedule with 
City still involved in four com-
petitions.

Guardiola’s men will face Ar-
senal in the League Cup final 
next month, are into the last 16 
of the Champions League, and 
face fourth-tier Salford in the 
fourth round of the FA Cup.

“I don’t want to speak about 
why I haven’t performed. I 
don’t think there’s any excuse. 
Fatigue is a lot in the head,” 
added Haaland.

“It’s a lot of games. Look at 

the schedule, it’s not easy and 
for me, it’s about staying fit, 
that’s the most important thing, 
and trying to be ready to help 
the team.”

City looked set to fall nine 
points behind Arsenal at the top 
of the table until a chaotic finale 

at Anfield.
The vis i tors  tra i led  to 

Dominik Szoboszlai’s brilliant 
free-kick with just six minutes 
of normal time remaining until 
Haaland teed up Bernardo Silva 
to level.

Haaland then kept his cool in 
a frenzied atmosphere from the 
spot to rekindle City’s hopes in 
the title race.

They can ramp up the pres-
sure even more on Arsenal 
with victory over Fulham on 
Wednesday to halve the deficit 
at the top before the Gunners 
face Brentford 24 hours later.

“We’ve seen before that the 
title race is not over until it’s 
over,” said Haaland.

“Right now I need to focus 
on Fulham because there’s still 
many games (to go).”

Mansouri, Hodaikulieva 
win U-14 tennis titles

TDT | Manama

Saudi Arabia ’s  Hamza 
Al-Mansouri and Turk-
menistan’s Nazli Hodai-

kulieva were crowned singles 
champions as the first week of 
the Asian Development Ten-

nis Championship for Under-14 
players concluded in Bahrain, 
organisers said.

Top seed Al-Mansouri se-
cured the boys’ singles title 
with a straight-sets victory 
over Iraq’s Hassan Ali Hatem 
Al-Ghrayari, winning 6-2, 7-5. In 

the girls’ final, top seed Hodai-
kulieva staged a comeback after 
losing the opening set to Jor-
dan’s Aya Sofia Gokashao be-
fore clinching the title 0-6, 6-1,  
6-3.

In doubles, Al-Mansouri 
teamed up with fellow Saudi 

Elias Al-Ghafli to claim the boys’ 
title with a 7-6(2), 6-4 win over 
Jordan’s Omar Istanbully and 
Ryan Kawar. 

Turkmenistan’s Hodaikulieva 
and partner Ishankuliyeva cap-
tured the girls’ doubles crown 
after defeating Lebanon’s Ma-

ria El and Maryam Kamiraldin 
6-3, 7-5.

The tournament continues 
with second-week match-
es beginning in Bahrain, with 
finals scheduled after the 
completion of both weeks of  
competition

Saudi Arabia’s Hamza Al-Mansouri in actionTurkmenistan’s Nazli Hodaikulieva in action

Manchester City’s Norwegian striker #09 Erling Haaland (L) shoots a penalty 
kick (file photo)
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I know I need to be 
more sharp, better at 
all of this, and this is 
something that I have 
to work on. I have to 
keep going because 

this is what everyone 
deserves and expects

ERLING HAALAND

Bahrain, UAE tennis bodies 
boost women’s cooperation

The Bahrain Tennis Federation’s Women’s Committee held a high-level 
coordination meeting with UAE tennis official Fatima Bujasim to strengthen 
cooperation and advance women’s tennis development in both countries, 
officials said. The talks, held at Zayed Sports City in Abu Dhabi, focused on 
enhancing regional sporting ties, exchanging expertise and exploring joint 
initiatives aimed at empowering female athletes and expanding women’s 
participation in tennis and padel across the Gulf.

LaLiga ‘light years’ behind Premier 
League, complains Cazorla
AFP | Madrid

Real Oviedo midfielder 
Santi Cazorla complained 

Spain’s LaLiga is a long way 
behind the Premier League on 
Sunday, a day after his team’s 
match at Rayo Vallecano was 
postponed at short notice.

Oviedo’s visit to Rayo’s Vall-
ecas Stadium on Saturday was 
called off hours before the 
game with LaLiga explaining 
the conditions were not safe 
for the players because of the 
state of the recently-laid pitch.

“The reality is LaLiga is 
light years behind the Premier 
League in every sense,” wrote 
former Arsenal playmaker Ca-
zorla on social media.

Rayo players protested 

against their own club on Fri-
day in a statement calling for 
improvements at Vallecas and 
better treatment of their fans.

On Sunday, Oviedo called 
on the Spanish football feder-
ation (RFEF) to declare them 
winners of the match, yet to 
be rescheduled, although the 
request is widely considered 
unlikely to be successful.

Santi Cazorla

Metal Tech Contracting W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of AIR-COND. SHEET-MET-
AL INSTALLER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17295455 or BASSEM@3CSBAH-
RAIN.COM
ROYAL SARAY RESORT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77707070 or hrm@sev-
ensholding.com
ATEYA METAL WORKS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39852444 or ADMN-
FLUIDTECH@GMAIL.COM
BHATTI INTERIOR DECORATION CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CARPEN-
TER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36675632 or MRMJANNATUL@GMAIL.COM
K N TRUST CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36582812 or KNBH365@GMAIL.COM
DUAL MART W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 37722455 or ALHMOUD-
SAARA@GMAIL.COM
SONDOS RESTAURANT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34518060 or REDSEACAR-
PET@GMAIL.COM
GREATWAY  ADVERTISING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ADVERTISING SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32348148 or HAMZAJATT1040@GMAIL.COM
PARADISE FURNITURE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33802007 or SARANA-
ZIR44@GMAIL.COM
Cubavo Cleaning W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39178552 or CUBAOSER-
VICES@YAHOO.COM
BAZOOKA FRIED CHICKEN & BURGERS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of KITCHEN 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17783399 or HR@ALDAAYSIHOLDING.COM
Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17536275 or BEMCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17536275 or BEMCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17536275 or BEMCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
SEA BIRD MECHANICAL AND MARINE CON-
TRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17273133 or SIAM7373@
BATELCO.COM.BH
SALKO MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 13105727 or 
PKDSALEEM06@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMED SAIF MARKETING BAHRAINI PART-
NERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MARKETING EXECUTIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33756617 or 
MSAIF.MSAIF1968@GMAIL.COM
ACHAYANS MEN SALOON S.P.C has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33676709 or RAJU-
JOSE71@GMAIL.COM
ESTKANAT CHAI RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39275997 or bu5al-
id.2528@gmail.com
ROYAL SARAY RESORT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77707070 or 
hrm@sevensholding.com
BUSINESS POINT DOCUMENT CLEARANCE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17255510 or SHAZIAASGHARALI.BH@
GMAIL.COM
GALGACHA RC JEWELLERY DESIGN W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKERS(-
JEWELLERY & PRECIOUS METAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36812284 or 
KESTOGHOSH14@GMAIL.COM
SMALL VILLAGE MARKET has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17259995 or 
haneefgeepas@gmail.com
ROAD DRIVE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33002489 or 
TEMISHAIKH42@GMAIL.COM
ANAIZA CONSULTING & CONTRACTING CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66610096 or ejaz-
khan652@gmail.com
PRIME CUTS SALON W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38717542 or MUHAM-
MADAMIR3871@GMAIL.COM
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