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‘Would be fun’: 
Alcaraz, Sinner tease 
prospect of teaming up 
in doubles
Carlos Alcaraz and 
Jannik Sinner hinted at 
a doubles partnership 
ahead of a South Korea 
exhibition before the 
Australian Open. | P12

A Cabinet decision issued 
in September 2021 requires 

government entities to advertise 
vacancies internally through the 
GovEmployee application before 

recruiting from outside the public 
sector. Since January 2023, 486 

internal vacancy notices have been 
published through the platform.
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O l d  i s  g o l d

Pakistan Defence 
Minister wants 
US to “Kidnap” 
Netanyahu
NDTV

Pakistan’s Defence Min-
ister  Khawaja  Asi f 

said that the United States 
should ‘kidnap’ Israel’s 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu if they believe 
in humanity, just as Vene-
zuelan President Nicolas 
Maduro was taken away.

He added that Turkey 
could also kidnap Netanya-
hu and that “Pakistanis are 
praying for it.”

In a televised interview 
on Thursday, Asif described 
Netanyahu as the “worst 
criminal of humanity” and 
claimed that no atrocities 
in history match those com-
mitted against Palestinians 
in Gaza.

“No community has done 
what Israel has done to Pal-
estinians in the last 4,000-
5,000 years. He [Netanyahu] 
is the biggest criminal of 
humanity. The world has 
not seen a bigger criminal,” 
Asif said.

Russia joins 
Chinese, Iran 
warships for drills 
off S.Africa
Simon's Town, South 
Africa

A Russian warship ar-
rived off South Africa's 

main naval base yesterday 
to join Chinese and Iranian 
vessels for military exer-
cises.

A Chinese destroyer and 
replenishment ship, and an 
Iranian forward base ship 
sailed into South African 
waters earlier this week 
ahead of the week-long 
manoeuvres due to kick off 
with an opening ceremony 
today.

China is the lead nation 
in the "Will for Peace 2026" 
drill involving navies from 
the 11-nation BRICS group. 
The United Arab Emirates 
was also expected to send 
ships. Other BRICS nations 
Indonesia, Ethiopia and 
Brazil will send observers, 
he said. The remaining 
members of the grouping 
are India, Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia.

Russia’s Oreshnik 
missile strike on 
Ukraine ‘clear 
escalation’: EU’s top 
diplomat
AFP | Brussels, Belgium

EU foreign policy chief 
Kaja Kallas said Friday 

Russia’s reported strike on 
Ukraine using a new Oresh-
nik ballistic missile was 
meant to send a message 
to Europe and the United 
States.

R u s s i a n  P r e s i d e n t 
Vladimir Putin “doesn’t 
want peace, Russia’s reply to 
diplomacy is more missiles 
and destruction,” Kallas 
wrote on X.

“Russia’s reported use 
of an Oreshnik missile is 
a clear escalation against 
Ukraine and meant as a 
warning to Europe and to 
the US,” she wrote.

Bahrain’s desert areas have seen a surge in visitors as the winter camping season gets under way, with crowds 
gathering around the Tree of Life and other popular sites amid cooler weather.

B a h r a i n ’ s  d e s e r t s  c o m e  a l i v e

Taiwan becomes 'super-aged society' in a first
AFP | Taipei, Taiwan

Taiwan has become a "su-
per-aged society" for the 

first time, with 20% of its 
shrinking population aged 65 
or older in 2025, government 
data showed yesterday.

The island of more than 23 
million people faces a looming 
demographic challenge, with its 
population falling overall as well 

as ageing. There were 4,673,155 
people aged 65 or older in Tai-
wan in 2025, or 20.06% of the 
population, according to the 
interior ministry.

That means it met the World 
Health Organization's criteria 
for a super-aged society, with 
one in every five citizens aged 
65 or more.

The number of people aged 
0-14 accounted for 11.51% of the 

population, the ministry's data 
showed. Only 9,027 newborns 
were recorded in December 
2025, a decrease of 27% from 
a year earlier, with the total 
number of newborns 
last year hitting 
a record low of 
107,812.

T h e  c r u d e 
birth rate, based 
on the number 

of childbirths per 1,000 peo-
ple each year, came in at 

4.56 last month. The 
government proposed 
last month expanding 

access to assisted 
reproduction for 
single women and 
married same-sex 
female couples in 

a bid to boost birth 
rates.

Locals lead 
Non-Bahrainis in civil service drop 29% since 2019

• Nationals dominate 
new hires, accounting 
for 95% of civil service 
appointments since 
January 2023

• Specialist 
roles remain 
open to 
foreigners only 
where no suitable 
Bahraini 
candidates 
are 
available

Moham-
med Dar-
wish 
TDT | Mana-
ma 

Ba h r a i n 
h a s 
sharp-

ly reduced 
its reliance 

on foreign workers in govern-
ment jobs, with the number of 
non-Bahrainis in the civil ser-
vice falling by 29% since 2019 
as more qualified nationals step 
into public sector roles.

The number of non-Bahrainis 
employed in civil service posts 

dropped to 5,361 from 7,582 
over the period, the Civil 
Service Bureau told parlia-
ment in a written reply to 
MP Dr Hisham Al Asheeri.

T h e  B u r e a u  s a i d 
non-Bahrainis are ap-
pointed only on a tem-

porary basis and 
only when no 
suitably quali-
fied Bahraini 
c a n d i d a t e s 
are available. 

S u c h  a p -
p o i n t -
m e n t s 

r e m a i n 
c o n c e n -

t r a t e d  i n 
highly spe-

cialised fields, particularly 
healthcare, education and high-
er education.

These include consultant 
medical roles and specialised 
hospital positions, as well as 
posts in genomics, prosthetics, 
higher education academia, avi-
ation security and safety, hydro-
geology and geophysics, marine 
and aerial surveying, groundwa-
ter and wells, plant protection, 
and bridge and infrastructure 
projects.

From January 2023 to date, 
ministries, authorities and other 
government bodies hired 3,884 
new employees, of whom 95% 
were Bahrainis, the Bureau said. 
In the medical and health sector, 
education and higher education, 
Bahrainis accounted for 93% of 
the 2,850 new appointments 
made during the period.

The Bureau said non-Bah-
rainis are hired only at the re-
quest of the employing body and 
only where an approved post 
exists within staffing ceilings 
and budget limits, with appoint-
ments governed by approved 
job descriptions and interview 

procedures.
Government bodies must re-

port vacancies to the Bureau, 
which determines which posts 
should be advertised publicly. 
Six local vacancies were an-
nounced during the period.

Internal recruitment chan-
nels are also in place, including 
an online service, Shawaghir, 
which allows civil servants to 
apply for alternative or higher 
positions.

Dr Hisham Al 
Asheeri, MP

p2
Bahrain urges 
support for Syria at 
UN Security Council 
briefing
TDT | Manama

Jamal Fares Al Ruwaiei, 
Bahrain’s Permanent 

Representative to the Unit-
ed Nations in New York, 
participated in a UN Securi-
ty Council briefing on Syria, 
calling on the international 
community to support the 
country during a critical 
transitional period.

Al Ruwaiei highlighted 
that Syria’s security and 
stability are essential for 
regional stability. He urged 
backing for the Syrian gov-
ernment and the Organisa-
tion for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) 
to complete their work and 
close the file on chemical 
weapons, noting Syria’s in-
itiatives to meet its obliga-
tions.

He reaffirmed Bahrain’s 
support for Syria’s sover-
eignty, independence, and 
territorial integrity, reject-
ing foreign interference, and 
stressed that international 
support is vital to ensure 
an organised political tran-
sition in line with Security 
Council Resolution 2254.


