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Bahrain ‘focused on 
next game’ in Gulf Cup 
title-defence
Head coach Helio Sousa 
stresses that defending 
champions are taking 
things one game at a time 
as they next take on Qatar 
in 25th Arab Gulf Cup in 
Basra, Iraq | P12

Bahrain fights 
global inflation
HRH Prince Salman issues directive to extend financial support to low-income families

• Urgent plans and 
procedures underway 
to stabilise prices and 
ensure availability 
of commodities

TDT | Manama

Hi s  Roya l  H i g h n e s s 
Prince  Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the 

Crown Prince and Prime Minis-
ter, yesterday issued a directive 
to help low-income families in 
the face of global inflation.

HRH Prince Salman directed 
the concerned authorities and 
the Ministry of Social Develop-
ment to disburse an additional 
month of financial support for 
them for January 2023.

This came as His Royal High-
ness yesterday chaired the 
weekly Cabinet meeting at Gu-
daibiya Palace.

He also directed the con-
cerned government authorities 
to develop urgent plans and 
procedures to stabilise prices 

and ensure the availability of 
commodities. 

HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister also ordered 
the temporary suspension of 
industrial land fees for food stor-
age facilities for three months; 
the temporary suspension of 
approvals and fees required by 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce for supermarkets to 
run promotional campaigns for 
three months; and the intensifi-
cation of inspection campaigns 
to monitor prices in local mar-
kets.

Outcomes

The Cabinet commended the 
outcomes of the fifth session of 
the Bahraini-Jordanian Joint 
Higher Committee meeting, 
which was co-chaired by HRH 
Prince Salman and the Minister 
of Defence of Jordan, Dr Bisher 
Al Khasawneh.

The Cabinet highlighted the 
agreements that were signed 
during the meeting, which will 
contribute to enhancing bilater-
al partnerships across trade and 

commerce, labour and vocation-
al training, healthcare, youth, 
education, information, and sea 
and air freight services.

The Cabinet declared Thurs-
day, 2 February, a half workday 
at ministries and state depart-
ments, to mark National Sports 

Day, which will be dedicated 
to emphasising the importance 
of sports and to allow staff to 
engage in sports events.

On the occasion of Diplomatic 
Day, which is observed annu-
ally in Bahrain on 14 January, 
the Cabinet commended the 
achievements made by the King-
dom of Bahrain in the diplomatic 
field, which have strengthened 
Bahrain’s international stand-
ing and contributed to the de-
velopment of its relations with 
various countries that share the 
goals of ensuring security and 
stability, in enhancing develop-
ment at a global level.

The Cabinet congratulated 
the Ministry of Justice, Islamic 
Affairs and Endowments, the 
Ministry of Health and the Min-
istry of Education for winning 
the Arab Government Excel-
lence Awards.

The Cabinet commended the 
achievements of the ministries 
and government agencies, for 
winning awards for excellence 
in government work at local, re-
gional and international levels.

(Continued on Page 2)

HRH the Crown Prince and Prime Minister chairs the weekly Cabinet meeting

Iran ‘contributing to war crimes’ in Ukraine
Mexico City

Iran could be contributing to 
war crimes in Ukraine by pro-

viding drones to Russia, White 
House national security adviser 
Jake Sullivan said yesterday.

“Their weapons are being 
used to kill civilians in Ukraine 
and to try to plunge cities into 
cold and darkness which, from 
our point of view, puts Iran in a 
place where it could potentially 
be contributing to widespread 
war crimes,” Sullivan told re-
porters during a trip by Presi-
dent Joe Biden to Mexico.

The US has imposed sanctions 
on companies and people it ac-
cused of producing or transfer-
ring Iranian drones that Russia 

has used to attack civilian infra-
structure in Ukraine.

The White House said last 
week that the US is also con-

sidering ways to target Iran’s 
production of the unmanned 
weaponised aircraft through 
sanctions and export controls. 

Death penalty

Meanwhile, Iran has sen-
tenced to death three people ac-
cused of killing three members 
of the security forces during the 
protests triggered by the death 
of Mahsa Amini, the judiciary 
said yesterday.

The Islamic republic has been 
rocked by civil unrest since the 

September 16 death of Kurd-
ish Iranian Amini, 22, following 
her arrest for allegedly violat-
ing Iran’s strict dress code for 
women.

The latest sentences, which 
can still be appealed, bring to 
17 the total number of people 
condemned to death in connec-
tion with the more than three 
months of protests.

Four of those convicted have 
been executed and two others 
are on death row after their 
sentences were upheld by the 
country’s supreme court.

Ukraine has been hit by swarms of kamikaze drones sold by Iran to Russia

Saudi Arabia lifts 
restrictions on 
Hajj pilgrim 
numbers this year
Riyadh

With no restrictions 
this year, the num-

ber of Hajj pilgrims in Sau-
di Arabia in the upcoming 
season will be similar to the 
pre-pandemic levels.

Saudi Arabia will not im-
pose any restrictions, in-
cluding age limits, on Hajj 
pilgrims in 2023, according 
to the Hajj and Umrah min-
ister, Tawfiq Al Rabiah.

“The number of pilgrims 
will return to what it was 
before the pandemic, with-
out any age limit,” Al Rabi-
ah announced during the 
opening of Hajj Expo 2023.

‘I’m a mom now’
Quito

A man in Ecuador legally 
changed his gender to 

female to win a custody bat-
tle of his two young daugh-
ters in court, a report said.

Rene Salinas Ramos, 47, 
will now be listed as a fe-
male on official documents 
in Ecuador, the New York 
Post reported.

He still identifies as a 
male but the decision came 
as he wanted to attain the 
custody of his girls.

Harry is ‘jealous’ 
of Prince William

London

A royal expert said that 
Prince Harry is ex-

tremely jealous of Prince 
William following the re-
lease of bombshell excerpts 
from the Duke of Sussex’ 
memoir ‘Spare’. 

Royal  expert  Kinsey 
Schofield said: “I believe 
that Harry and Meghan are 
bitterly jealous of the Prince 
and Princess of Wales”, add-
ing that Prince Harry’s jeal-
ousy of Prince William goes 
back to when he was a child.

“People weren’t lining 
up in the streets to meet 
Meghan Markle from Suits,” 
the commentator stated.

Prince Harry
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Shura Council Chairman Ali bin Saleh Al Saleh received 
US Ambassador to Bahrain Steven C. Bondy. Al Saleh 
praised the strong ties and cooperation between Bahrain 
and the US, mainly in trade, investment, economy, 
security and culture. Ambassador Bondy expressed pride 
in the deep-rooted Bahrain-US relations and stressed 
that shared bonds are reinforced by the leadership of 
the two countries, mutual visits and keenness to widen 
cooperation and support common interests.

Praise for banking 
and finance sector
TDT | Manama

His Royal  Highness 
Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the 

Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, commended the bank-
ing and finance sector’s con-
tributions in creating quality 
opportunities for citizens and 
in supporting the Kingdom’s 
comprehensive development, 
led by His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa.

This came as HRH Prince Sal-
man met yesterday with a dele-
gation from Grow Digital Bank, 
at Gudaibiya Palace.

HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister emphasised the 
importance of banking and fi-
nancial institutions in support-
ing various economic sectors, 
generating substantial growth, 
and raising Bahrain’s global 
competitiveness.

He noted the rapid growth of 
financial services, which will 
continue to benefit from further 
plans, initiatives, and strategies 

that aim at increasing the effi-
ciency of the sector.

HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister highlighted the 
Kingdom’s strategic location as 
an integral investment hub for 
regional and global companies.

The Grow Digital Bank dele-

gation expressed their gratitude 
to His Royal Highness for his 
support in developing the bank-
ing and finance sector, wishing 
the Kingdom further progress 
and prosperity.

Finance and National Econo-
my Minister Shaikh Salman bin 

Khalifa Al Khalifa, Central Bank 
of Bahrain Governor Rasheed 
Mohamed Al Maraj, Cabinet Af-
fairs Minister Hamad bin Faisal 
Al Malki and Bahrain Economic 
Development Board Chief Ex-
ecutive Khalid Humaidan also 
attended the meeting.

HRH the Crown Prince and Prime Minister meets with the  Grow Digital Bank delegation

Cabinet reviews 
government 
priority projects

(Continuation from Page 1)
TDT | Manama

The Cabinet reviewed a 
memorandum submitted 

by the Government Executive 
Committee on the implemen-
tation of the Government Pri-
orities Framework 3.1.

The Cabinet directed the 
ministries, each in its respec-
tive capacity, to develop the 
implementation plan for the 
remaining 16 projects within 
the GPF 3.1, aimed at achiev-
ing financial sustainability and 
securing a supportive environ-
ment for development.

It also reviewed the pro-
gress of a number of develop-
ment initiatives for electricity 
and water services, including 
measures that have been tak-
en to address the gathering of 
rainfall in certain areas.

In this regard, the Cabinet 
commended the efforts made 
by the concerned authorities, 
led by the Ministry of Munici-
pal Affairs and Agriculture and 
the Ministry of Works.

The Cabinet discussed sev-
eral memorandums during the 
meeting with the following 
outcomes:

The approval of the follow-
ing memorandum:

1- A memorandum by the 
Ministerial Committee for 
Legal and Legislative Affairs 
regarding a draft decision out-
lining which governmental 
health facilities are subject to 
the health insurance law.

2- A memorandum by the 
Minister of Municipalities and 
Agriculture Affairs regarding 
the acquisition of real estate 
for public use to provide the 
necessary spaces for urban de-
velopment.

The Cabinet then took note 
of the ministerial reports re-
garding the visit of the GCC 
Secretary General’s to Bahrain 
and the visit of the Minister of 
Sustainable Development to 
Saudi Arabia.

Harlow and Hart live at Al Dana Amphitheatre next month
Staff Reporter
TDT | Manama

Last year, it was announced 
that Americans Jack Harlow, 

rapper, and Kevin Hart, comedi-
an and actor, were set to perform 
at Al Dana Amphitheatre.

As they are now performing 
next month, many are waiting 
in anticipation and are even con-
sidering travelling to Bahrain to 
see the live performances. 

Users on social media have 
stated that: “I am so close to go-
ing to Bahrain to see Jack Har-
low perform live.”

Another user posted: “I have 
already purchased my ticket to 

Bahrain to see Jack Harlow per-
form and I am so excited!”

The Daily Tribune previously 
reported the Kingdom’s commit-
ment to boosting tourism in the 
Arab region, as well as utilising 
recent global developments to 
attract Arab and foreign tourists 
to the region.

The Kingdom has been work-
ing on ways to strengthen coop-
eration in Arab tourism integra-
tion, tourism marketing, training 
Arab nationals in the tourism 
sector, attracting tourism in-
vestments to the Arab region, 
keeping pace with the digital 
transformation in the tourism 
industry, and promoting tour-

ist sites and destinations in the 
Arab world.

According to the World Eco-
nomic Forum’s 2021 Travel and 

Tourism Development Index, 
Bahrain ranked first amongst 
Arab countries and second in 
MENA in Ground and Port In-
frastructure.

The report also highlighted 
other strong rankings for the 
Kingdom, as it was ranked 12th 
globally in business develop-
ment. 

As the Kingdom continues 
to progress their tourism and 
travel development, it has been 
announced that Harlow will be 
performing live at Al Dana Am-
phitheatre on 23 February 2023. 

Also announced last year, Al 
Dana Amphitheatre will be host-
ing Hart for the first time ever on 

February 24, 2023.
Government plans aim to hold 

more entertainment events to 
boost tourism and entertain-
ment in the region. Develop-
ing the tourism sector is key 
for supporting the Kingdom’s  
economy.

Additionally, they are aimed 
at diversifying its tourism offer-
ings, positioning the country as 
a major global tourist destina-
tion, and expanding on existing 
source markets, attracts more 
tourists and boosts average dai-
ly visitor spending. Moreover, 
boosting economic growth also 
creates and provides more jobs 
for Bahrainis.

Al Dana Amphitheatre is the ideal destination for hosting live entertainment 
events in Bahrain

Bahrain-US cooperation

Philippine Chancery 
moves to new location
TDT | Manama

The Philippine Chancery 
has transferred to its new 

location at Building 2186, Road 
2755, Block 327, Adliya, Ma-
nama, Kingdom of Bahrain, 
effective 1 January 2023.

The new Chancery is a 
four-villa compound with a 
bigger floor area to accom-
modate the Embassy’s vari-
ous offices, including the at-
tached offices of POLO, OWWA 
and SSS, and the Sentro Rizal  
Manama.

The Philippine and ASEAN 
flags were hoisted for the very 
first time at the new Philip-

pine Chancery on 2 January 
during a flag-raising ceremony 
attended by the Embassy’s of-
ficers and staff led by Charge 
d’Affaires Anne Jalando-on 
Louis.

The new Philippine Chan-
cery opened its doors for the 
first time to the transacting 
public on 3 January.

Visitors and clients may 
access the Embassy’s official 
website and Facebook and In-
stagram accounts for the map 
to the new Chancery as well 
as to the nearest bus stop. The 
Embassy’s contact numbers 
remain the same.

KNOW WHAT

The 16 projects within 
the GPF 3.1 are aimed 
at achieving financial 

sustainability and 
securing a supportive 

environment for devel-
opment.

Consensus on Government Action Programme reached
TDT | Manama

An agreement was reached 
yesterday between the ex-

ecutive and legislative branch-
es to enter amendments in the 
Government Action Plan.

The consensus was reached 
during the fourth joint meeting 
which was held between the 
Government Programme Study 
Committee and the Government 
Team.

The two sides agree to desig-
nated the first priority within 

the program to become under 
the title “Raising the standard 
of living of citizens in a way 

that preserves the gains of  
citizens.

They also reached a consen-

sus on adding a new initiative 
to the program that provides 
for “development of social as-
sistance provided to citizens, in-
cluding the inflation allowance,” 
and “adopting policies that raise 
the standard of living in a way 
that preserves the purchasing 
power of retirees.”

Representatives Council 
Speaker Ahmed bin Salman Al 
Musallam and Deputy Prime 
Minister Shaikh Khalid bin Ab-
dulla Al Khalifa co-chaired the 
session.

The fourth joint executive-legislative meeting in progress
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Nominations open for HRH Princess Sabeeka Award 
• 16th local edition 
to honour productive 
Bahraini families

TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Social Devel-
opment has announced the 

opening of nominations for the 
16th local edition of “Her Royal 

Highness Princess Sabeeka bint 
Ibrahim Al Khalifa Award for 
Productive Families”.

The winners will be honoured 
on March 16, under the patron-
age of HRH Princess Sabeeka bint 
Ibrahim Al Khalifa, wife of HM 
the King and President of the Su-
preme Council for Women (SCW).

Bahraini productive families 
are encouraged to apply for the 
award by registering in the elec-
tronic form on its website (www.

social.gov.bh) from January 8 to 
February 16.

Social Development Minis-
ter, Osama bin Ahmed Khalaf 
Al Asfoor, praised HRH Princess 
Sabeeka’s constant interest in 
encouraging Bahraini produc-
tive families, enabling those 
families to engage in economic 
career that would ensure the 
requirements of decent life for 
their members.

Al Asfoor said that the HRH 

Princess Sabeeka’s award is an 
annual opportunity to recognise 
the unique experiences of pro-
ductive families who have set 
themselves as role models for 
contributing to the development 
process.

He noted that the award is 
among the major national initi-
atives aimed at enhancing wom-
en’s status, and increasing their 
role in achieving sustainable de-
velopment in the Kingdom.

The award is being organised 
annually at the local level and 
every two years at the Arab level 
after the Council of Arab Social 
Affairs Ministers issued a resolu-
tion in 2010 approving the launch 
of the award at the Arab level to 
encourage productive families.

The award is granted in three 
categories, namely the “Best 
Productive Family”, the “Best 
Product” and the “Best Sponsor 
of Productive Families”.HRH Princess Sabeeka

CBSE board exams are 
just around the corner
The New Indian School holds remedial classes to help students prepare well

Zahra Ayaz
TDT | Manama

Many students are nerv-
ous about scoring the 
passing grades they 

need for the upcoming CBSE 
board examinations, but school 
administration is making every 
effort to motivate students.

As students return to their 
schools after the winter break, 
term and model examinations 
will also begin for higher stand-
ards in various schools across 
the Kingdom.  

Educators had difficult times 
during the pandemic and are 
still struggling with new chal-
lenges yet schools introduce 
students to new ideas, teach 
them to socialise more, and 
participate in activities that en-
hance growth.

Speaking to The Daily Trib-
une, K Gopinath Menon, Prin-
cipal of The New Indian School, 
said: “Our school management 
is working on three things: fin-
ishing the portion, ensuring 
students are performing well 
in revision, and holding reme-
dial classes for pupils who are 
unable to cope following the 
pandemic.

“The remedial classes are 
held from 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm. 
We are conducting model exams 
at the end of January, so our 
calendar is set for all students, 
particularly those in the 10th 
and 12th grades. 

“Of doubt, students are fright-
ened and concerned, but not 
all of them are; some are really 
relaxed about examinations and 
genuinely want to get the best 
grade possible.”

Mr Menon emphasised that 
parents are also under pressure, 
but in addition to all the stud-
ies, “we also hold motivational 
speeches and workshops for 

students, and we look for both 
high achievers who want to 
ramp up their marks and strug-
gling children.”

Jaseela Mujeeb, an experi-
enced counselor and psycho-
therapist, told The Daily Trib-
une: “Due to unexpected and 
forced transition due to Cov-
id-19, most students were led to 
a heightened sense of loneliness, 
distress and boredom. Since the 
classes are offline now, most of 
them are facing anxiety to cope 
up with their curriculum.

“Some are facing exam fears, 
according to the number of stu-
dents coming for counselling, 

and symptoms for anxiety is 
alarming.

“Stress can affect your phys-
ical and mental wellbeing. Par-
ents and teachers have a great 
role in helping the students 
manage exam stress. Parents 
should refrain from enforcing 
their expectations on their chil-
dren.”

She pointed out that students 
should eat a well-balanced diet 
and follow a regular sleep pat-
tern, and help them keep a rou-
tine for studies and revise often 
and be more social, get help 
from teachers if the students 
have any doubt.

“Relaxation techniques like 
deep breathing and meditation 
will help you overcome stress. 
For most students, school is not 
just about academics, it is also 
about social interaction.

“School provides structure 
and outline to the lives of stu-
dents. Since they were confined 
to the walls of their homes for 
the past four years, they lack 
social skills of adjustment.

“When they are exposed to 
the external society after the 
pandemic, some students are 
not able to express themselves. 
In that case, it is necessary to 
seek professional help,” she 
added.

The students are experiencing examination fears and stress

“Our school 
management is 

working on three 
things: finishing the 

portion, ensuring 
students are 

performing well 
in revision, and 

holding remedial 
classes for pupils 
who are unable to 
cope following the 

pandemic.”  
– K GOPINATH MENON, PRINCIPAL OF 

THE NEW INDIAN SCHOOL

“Stress can affect your physical 
and mental wellbeing. Parents 
and teachers have a great role 

in helping the students manage 
exam stress. Parents should 
refrain from enforcing their 

expectations on their children.”   
– JASEELA MUJEEB, COUNSELOR AND PSYCHOTHERAPIST

EWA is set to launch new 
customer services and 
billing system in February
TDT | Manama

Electricity and Water Au-
thority (EWA) new cus-

tomer services and billing sys-
tem will be launched in early 
February.

This was announced by EWA 
President Kamal bin Ahmed 
Mohammed.

The new system is part of 
EWA’s comprehensive develop-
ment strategy, and is focused 
on advancing digital transfor-
mation in the authority to en-
hance the quality of services 
provided to customers.

Kamal said that the new 
system is comprehensive and 
capitalises on the latest tech-
nologies used in securing op-
timum service delivery.

Turning to the advantages of 
the new system, he explained 
that facilitation of electrici-
ty and water services will be 
more efficient, and that the 
format of bills, and the infor-
mation they display will be 
clearer. Billing operations will 
also undergo further optimisa-
tion to ensure increased trans-
parency and accuracy.

To ensure a successful 
launch, Kamal said that more 
than 1,000 employees at the 
authority and relevant enti-
ties have undergone intensive 
training programmes on the 
new system.

Additionally, all the neces-
sary logistical requirements 
have been secured to ensure an 
efficient transfer of operations 
under set standards.

EWA worked closely with a 
number of stakeholders, in-
cluding banks and government 
entities, to guarantee a smooth 
and seamless launch of the 
new system.

The launch of the new sys-

tem follows a series of devel-
opment projects undertaken 
by the authority with the aim 
of providing an integrated, 
modern, and smart system.

This include developing elec-
tricity and water transportation 
and distribution infrastructure, 
initiating the digital metres’ in-
stallation project, and working 
on a project to establish a new 
control centre for electricity 
and water networks.

“The facilitation 
of electricity and 

water services will 
be more efficient, 

and that the format 
of bills, and the 

information they 
display will be 
clearer. Billing 

operations will also 
undergo further 
optimisation to 

ensure increased 
transparency and 

accuracy.”   
– KAMAL BIN AHMED MOHAMMED, 

ELECTRICITY AND WATER AUTHORITY 
(EWA) PRESIDENT

Asian woman acquitted of 
stealing sponsor’s money

• Court rules there’s 
no enough evidence

TDT | Manama

The Lower Criminal Court 
has acquitted an Asian do-

mestic helper of robbing BD50 
from her sponsor due to a lack 
of evidence.

The woman allegedly stole 
the money from the sponsor’s 
wallet, as she was caught by 
the CCTV cameras installed 
inside the house.

She was charged with rob-
bery after the sponsor filed a 
case against her and provided 
the footage captured by the 

cameras as proof for his claims.
However, the defendant’s 

lawyer argued that the case 
was malicious as there were 
disagreements and differences 
between them as the woman 
had allegedly decided to vacate 
the house. 

The lawyer added that the 
woman’s criminal history was 
clean and never committed a 
robbery and this represents 
clear proof that she was in-
nocent. 

The Court in its ruling point-
ed out that it’s prescribed by 
law that any person shall be 
cleared of charges when in-
sufficient pieces of evidence 
were submitted. As a result, 
the woman was acquitted.

Kingdom supports global awareness campaign on climate change
Ashen Tharaka 
TDT | Manama

Today, around 194 countries 
have agreed to reduce fossil 

fuel use and CO2 emissions by 
2050 and keep global warming 
below 2°C by 2100 under the 
historic Paris Agreement.

The Kingdom of Bahrain has 
committed to achieving net-ze-
ro by 2060, and a 30% reduction 
through decarbonisation and 

energy efficiency initiatives by 
2035.

There is no doubt that physical 
changes in our environment sig-
nificantly impact business oper-
ations, and there is an increasing 
level of regulation on climate-re-
lated risks at a global level. 

In an interview with The Dai-
ly Tribune, Abdul Musavir, an 
Indian national who has worked 
in this field for the past 22 years, 
said that the last five years had 

seen significant weather vari-
ations.

“I believe the chilly weather 
that is prevailing now was last 
experienced five years ago and 
it is gradually changing,” Musa-
vir said.

He added that the amount of 
heat had progressively grown 
and that dust particles had in-
creased.

The Central Bank of Bahrain 
recently urged all licensees 

in the Kingdom to help raise 
awareness within their organ-
isations about climate and so-
cial-related risks, and to assess 
how they would identify and 
address them appropriately.

Referring to the recommen-
dations of the Task Force on 
Climate-Related Financial Dis-
closures, these requirements 
will likely increase as regulators 
endeavour to support net-zero 
targets.
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Bahrain receives three Arab awards for excellent government projects

Bahrain was honoured during the second session of the Arab Government Excellence Award (2021-2022), which was held at the Arab League headquarters in Cairo. The Kingdom’s Ministry of Health, Ministry of Justice, Islamic Affairs and 
Endowments, and Ministry of Education each won an award. The Health Ministry won the Best Arab Government Project Award to develop the health sector through the “telemedicine and therapy” project. The Justice Ministry won an award for its 
“computerisation of Bahraini courts and the complete transformation from a paper system to an electronic one” project. The Education Ministry won an award for its “My Digital Library” project, which was selected as the best Arab government 
project to develop education. Above, representatives of the ministries receive the awards.

Planting seeds for an 
‘eco-friendly future’
Rotary Club of Salmaniya works to promote education of sustainable farming and living

• Projects organised to 
encourage locally grown 
produce in the Kingdom

Staff Reporter
TDT | Manama

The Rotary Club of Sal-
maniya has partnered 
with various societies to 

carry out projects regarding sus-
tainable farming, supporting the 
environment, education of farm-
ing, educating beneficiaries, and 
to encourage locally grown pro-
duce in the Kingdom. 

The club has been helping 
communities in Bahrain for 
more than 50 years now.

It focuses on seven areas, 
namely basic education and lit-
eracy, disease prevention and 
treatment, water sanitation and 
hygiene, community econom-
ic development, maternity and 
child health, supporting the en-
vironment, and peacebuilding 
and conflict prevention.

The greenhouse project, sus-
tainable farming program, and 
the permaculture educational 
program aimed to support the 
environment and basic educa-
tion of farming. Additionally, 
these projects aim to promote 
zero waste life, as well as pro-
mote and encourage the local 
farming economy. 

Hasan Al Mansoor, President 
of the Rotary Club of Salmaniya, 
told The Daily Tribune: “We 
have demonstrated that local 
farming is possible and we en-
courage others to participate in 
sustainable living in the King-
dom.”

He further expanded on the 
projects, adding: “The Rotary 
Club of Salmaniya organised 
the yearly service project (the 
greenhouse project), and we 
invited beneficiaries from the 
Bahrain Down Syndrome Care 
Center, Al Rahma Center, and 
The Friendship Society for the 
Blind to plant seeds of various 
crops in the greenhouse.

“The Khalid Janahi Charity 
has always been kind enough 

to provide the greenhouse and 
helpers to plant the seeds. This 
project has helped educate and 
encourage participants in the 
process of farming and sustain-
able living.”

For the permaculture initi-
ative, The Rotary Club of Sal-
maniya and Learn to Grow joint-
ly organised a holistic farming 
educational activity day for the 
beneficiaries of Dreams Society 
and the Friendship Society for 

the Blind with support from the 
newly chartered Rotaract Club 
of Muharraq.

Hasan said: “The program is 
a hands-on activity designed for 
children to interact with nature 
and learn about permaculture 
as well as plants and animals 
located in Bahrain.

“Activities include commu-
nity circles, art workshops, and 
a music movement. The event 
ended with the attendees wav-
ing the Bahrain flag in celebra-
tion of the National Day.”

They also organised the sus-
tainable farming project for chil-
dren with cancer and survivors 
of cancer in January 2022.

Children were able to enjoy 
a full day of activities which in-
cluded learning about planting, 
feeding the farm animals, and har-
vesting vegetables from the farm.

Hasan said: “The children are 
members of the Dream Society 
and Smile of Bahrain, in which 
both societies were very sup-
portive of this project.

“We are grateful as Jasra Or-

ganic Farm was kind enough to 
offer their venue for the event 
and provided vegetables to all 
attendees.”

Faisal Juma, vice president of 
The Rotary Club of Salmaniya, 
told The Daily Tribune: “The 
aim of these projects is to engage 
with all members of our society 
in the process of farming. We 
want to promote diversity, equity, 
and inclusion in all our projects.

“We also aim to educate the 
beneficiaries regarding farming 
and preserving nature to show-
case the natural beauty that Bah-
rain has to offer.”

Participants, including children, take part in Rotary Club of Salmaniya’s various activities and projects

 “We have 
demonstrated that 

local farming is 
possible and we 

encourage others 
to participate in 

sustainable living in 
the Kingdom.” 

– HASAN AL MANSOOR, ROTARY CLUB OF 
SALMANIYA PRESIDENT

KNOW WHAT

A sustainable farming 
project was organised 

for children with cancer 
and survivors of cancer 

in January 2022. The 
children were able to en-
joy a full day of activities 
which included learning 
about planting, feeding 
the farm animals, and 
harvesting vegetables 

from the farm.

Kingdom 
supports 
humanitarian 
and charitable 
programmes
TDT | Manama

Social Development Min-
ister Osama bin Ahmed 

Al Asfoor has affirmed the 
Kingdom’s interest in hu-
manitarian and charitable 
work by supporting various 
voluntary initiatives and 
meet societal needs in vari-
ous fields.

Al Asfoor was speaking as 
he participated in the hu-
manitarian and charitable 
work award-distribution 
ceremony in its third edi-
tion, organised by Tree Of 
Life Charity Society.

He praised the award’s 
aims in establishing char-
itable and voluntary work 
and spread and strengthen-
ing the concept of volunteer 
work culture as a national 
and humanitarian respon-
sibility ever since its first 
establishment.

The Minister highlighted 
the support of the ministry 
and its keenness to organise 
charitable and social work 
as a sector parallel to the 
efforts of government and 
private institutions and the 
importance of community 
partnership between vari-
ous sectors, for the success 
of charitable and develop-
ment initiatives in the Bah-
raini society.

He stressed the impor-
tance of improving develop-
ment programs and projects 
implemented by civil socie-
ty organisations to develop 
its sustainability and keeps 
pace with social changes.

Saudi deal on Haj 
arrangements
 Jeddah

Justice, Islamic Affairs 
and Endowments Min-

ister, Nawaf bin Mohammed 
Al Maawda, has signed an 
agreement on this year’s 
Hajj arrangements with 
Saudi Haj and Umrah Min-
ister, Dr Tawfiq bin Fawzan 
Al Rabiah, as part of the 
Ministry’s early prepara-
tions for the Haj season.

The agreement was signed 
on the sidelines of the Haj 
and Umrah Expo and Con-
ference (Haj Expo 2023), 
held here under the patron-
age of the Advisor to the 
Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques, Prince Khalid Al 
Faisal, Governor of Makkah 
Al Mukarramah Region.



80.95
Brent crude was up $2.38, 

or 3.03%, at $80.95 a barrel 
by 1312 GMT while U.S. 

West Texas Intermediate 
crude rose $2.36, or 3.2%, 

to $76.13.
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India's Paytm bank 
gets central bank 
nod to name new 
CEO
Reuters | New Delhi

Paytm Payments Bank, 
majority owned by bil-

lionaire Vijay Shekhar Shar-
ma, has received India's 
central bank's approval to 
name Surinder Chawla as 
its new chief executive, a 
statement said.

Last year, India's central 
bank barred Paytm Pay-
ments Bank from taking on 
new customers and ordered 
a comprehensive audit of its 
IT systems, citing "material" 
supervisory concerns ob-
served in the bank.

Paytm Payments Bank 
facilitates transactions on 
mobile commerce platform 
Paytm.

Indian court grants 
bail to ICICI Bank 
ex-CEO Chanda 
Kochhar

Reuters | Mumbai

An Indian court yes-
terday granted bail to 

former ICICI Bank (ICBK.
NS) chief executive Chanda 
Kochhar and her husband 
after they were arrested in 
December in connection 
with an alleged loan fraud 
case involving the bank and 
Videocon Group

Kochhar was one of In-
dia’s highest-profile busi-
ness leaders before she was 
ousted as ICICI CEO in 2019 
following allegations that 
the bank, under her watch, 
sanctioned “high value” 
loans to Videocon in viola-
tion of its lending policies.

In return, Videocon’s 
owner invested in NuPow-
er Renewables, founded by 
Kochhar’s husband Deepak, 
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) alleges. The 
agency arrested Videocon 
Chairman Venugopal Dhoot 
late last month.

All the parties have de-
nied the allegations of loan 
fraud.

The Bombay High Court 
on Monday ordered that 
the Kochhars be released 
on bail.

It said the arrests, done 
by the CBI alleging that the 
Kochhars had been not 
been cooperating with the 
investigation, were “not in 
accordance with law”.

“The ground for arresting 
the petitioners as stated in 
the arrest memos, is unac-
ceptable and is contrary to 
the reason(s)/ground(s) on 
which a person can be ar-
rested,” said the order by 
judges Prithviraj K. Chavan 
and Revati Mohite Dere.

The Kochhars will be 
released on cash bail of 
100,000 rupees ($1,214) 
each “for a period of two 
weeks”.

Chanda Kochhar

IDBI Bank gets 
domestic, global 
bids for stake sale: 
India govt official
Reuters

The Indian government 
has received interest 

from both domestic and for-
eign investors to acquire a 
majority stake in IDBI Bank 
(IDBI.NS), the country’s 
divestment secretary told 
yesterday. 

On Saturday, the govern-
ment said it got multiple 
bids for the majority stake 
in IDBI Bank.

The federal government 
owns 45.48% of IDBI Bank, 
and is looking to divest a 
30.48% stake in the lender, 
alongside state-owned Life 
Insurance Corp of India 
(LIC) (LIFI.NS), which will 
sell a 30.24% from its hold-
ing of 49.24% in the bank.

“We hope to conclude 
IDBI Bank sale by first half 
of the next financial year,” 
Tuhin Kanta Pandey, sec-
retary of Department of 
Investment and Public As-
set Management, said in an 
interview.

The bidders will be vet-
ted for the Reserve Bank 
of India’s “fit and proper 
criteria” and then the con-
fidential data of the lender 
will be shared with poten-
tial bidders, Pandey said.

The divestment depart-
ment, managing privatisa-
tion of state-owned firms 
and overseeing stake sales 
in companies, has so far 
mopped up 311.1 billion ru-
pees ($3.78 billion) out of its 
650 billion rupees target for 
2022-23.

“The government will ex-
plore whatever opportuni-
ty (offer for sale) if market 
conditions remain favoura-
ble,” Pandey said.

The federal government 
is planning to sell a part of 
its stake in Hindustan Zinc 
in the current financial year, 
he added. India owns 29.5% 
stake in Hindustan Zinc.

Saudi Arabia 
includes Diriyah 
tourism project in 
PIF's portfolio -SPA

Reuters | Riyadh

Saudi Arabia has included 
a Diriyah tourism project 

in the portfolio of its sover-
eign wealth fund, the Public 
Investment Fund (PIF), to 
improve investment effi-
ciency and public-private 
cooperation, state news 
agency SPA reported yes-
terday. 

The development of Diri-
yah, a UNESCO World Her-
itage Site, was previously 
under Diriyah Gate Devel-
opment Authority (DGDA), 
which will continue its su-
pervision, SPA said, citing an 
announcement by the Saudi 
crown prince.

Representative picture

Shares ride high on upbeat oil 
prices; FAB drags Abu Dhabi
Reuters

Most major Gulf stock 
markets closed high-
er on Monday, as risk 

appetite picked up and investors 
hoped rising oil prices would 
continue pumping more dollars 
into the region.

Oil, which fuels the region's 
growth, extended gains on Mon-
day, rising about 3% after Chi-
na's move to reopen its borders 
boosted the outlook for fuel de-
mand and overshadowed global 
recession concerns.

Brent crude was up $2.29, or 
2.9%, at $80.86 a barrel by 1150 
GMT.

Fadi Reyad, chief market an-
alyst at CAPEX.com MENA, said 
GCC stock markets were mostly 
seeing positive performances on 
back of improved sentiment as 
China continues its reopening.

The benchmark Qatari index 
(.QSI) jumped 1.5%, boosted 
by financial and petrochemi-
cal stocks, as the Gulf's larg-
est lender Qatar National Bank 
(QNBK.QA) surged 2.5%, while 
Industries Qatar (IQCD.QA) was 
up 1.7%.

Qatari IT services firm MEEZA, 

part-owned by telecom operator 
Ooredoo (ORDS.QA), said it is 
selling 50% of its share capi-
tal in a public-share sale with 
a planned listing on the Qatar 

Stock Exchange.
Saudi Arabia's benchmark in-

dex (.TASI) rose 1.1%, led by a 
1.3% hike in Al Rajhi Bank (1120.
SE) while oil behemoth and in-
dex heavyweight Saudi Aramco 
(2222.SE) settled 0.6% up.

Among other active stocks, 
Zain KSA (7030.SE) ended up 
3.3%, paring gains after rising as 
much as 7.3% in the session after 
saying it sold its stake in the 
tower's infrastructure to Golden 
Lattice Investment Company 
in a deal valued at 3.02 billion 
riyals ($803.94 million).

Dubai's main share index 
(.DFMGI) edged up 0.6%, as its 

blue-chip developer Emaar 
Properties (EMAR.DU) and Sha-
ria-compliant lender Dubai Is-
lamic Bank (DISB.DU), were up 
1.4%.

Abu Dhabi's index (.FTFAD-
GI), however, slipped 0.3%, 
extending losses to the fourth 
session in a row, pressured by 
a 3% slump in its largest lender 
First Abu Dhabi Bank (FAB.AD).

FAB said on Thursday it 
had considered a bid for Lon-
don-listed Standard Chartered 
(STAN.L), but was no longer 
doing so.

Outside the Gulf, Egypt's 
blue-chip index (.EGX30) was 
up 0.6%, with Commercial In-
ternational Bank Egypt (COMI.
CA) rising 2.2%.
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Walaa Radhi wins “Lamae” Programme award
TDT | Manama

His Highness Shaikh Nasser 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, His 

Majesty’s Representative for 
Humanitarian and Youth Affairs 
presented the winner’s trophy 
for the 2nd batch of the National 
Programme “Lamae” to Batelco 
IT Development Specialist Wa-
laa Radhi at a special ceremony 
held under his patronage. 

“Lamae” programme, which 
is sponsored by His Highness 
Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa,  and implemented 
by the Ministry of Youth and 
Sports Affairs with other official 
bodies, aims to create a strong 
and rich base of youth compe-

tencies, to empower, mold and 
prepare them to take on leader-
ship roles in various industries 

in the Kingdom.
Beyon & Batelco CEO, Mikkel 

Vinter and Beyon Chief Human 

Resources Officer, Faisal Al Ja-
lahma greeted Walaa and con-
gratulated her.

Vinter said: “We are delight-
ed that a team member from 
Batelco, part of the Beyon group, 
won this prestigious trophy and 
are extremely proud of Walaa’s 
accomplishment.”

Walaa Radhi commended: 
“I’m extremely honoured to 
have won in the national leader-
ship programme, and to receive 
this prestigious recognition. I 
also feel proud and privileged to 
have gotten the opportunity to 
represent Batelco and I would 
like to thank everyone who sup-
ported and helped me achieve 
my ambitions.”

Walaa Radhi with Mikkel Vinter and Faisal Aljalahma

Closing Bell 
SAUDI   1.1% to 10,647

ABU DHABI   0.3% to 10,170

DUBAI   0.6% to 3,322

QATAR   1.5% to 11,467

EGYPT   0.6% to 16,097

BAHRAIN  p 0.1% to 1,889

OMAN   0.3% 4,848

KUWAIT   0.4% to 7,959

Traffic in Suez Canal normal after ship 
breakdown dealt with, SCA says
Reuters | Cairo

Shipping  traf f ic  in  the 
Suez Canal was proceed-

ing normally yesterday after 
tugs towed a cargo vessel that 
broke down during its passage 
through the waterway, the Ca-
nal Authority said.

The breakdown was expected 
to cause only minor delays, with 
convoys of ships resuming reg-
ular transit by 11:00 local time 
(09:00 GMT), shipping agent 
Leth said.

The M/V Glory, which was 
sailing to China, suffered a 
technical fault when it was 
38km into its passage south-
ward through the canal, be-
fore being towed by four tugs 
to a repair area, the Suez Canal 
Authority (SCA) said in a state-
ment.

The Suez Canal is one of the 
world’s busiest waterways and 
the shortest shipping route be-
tween Europe and Asia.

In 2021, a huge container 
ship, the Ever Given, became 

stuck in high winds across a 
southern section of the canal, 
blocking traffic for six days be-
fore it could be dislodged.

The M/V Glory is a Marshall 
Islands-flagged bulk carrier, 
data from trackers VesselFinder 
and MarineTraffic showed.

It departed Ukraine’s Chor-
nomorsk port on Dec. 25 bound 
for China with 65,970 metric 

tonnes of corn, according to the 
Istanbul-based Joint Coordina-
tion Centre (JCC) overseeing 
Ukraine grain exports.

The JCC, which includes rep-
resentatives from the United 
Nations, Turkey, Ukraine and 
Russia, said the ship had been 
cleared to carry on its journey 
from Istanbul after an inspec-
tion on Jan. 3.

A tugboat pulls the Marshall Islands-flagged bulk carrier M/V Glory in the Suez 
Canal (SUEZ CANAL AUTHORITY)

Sukuk Al Salam 
Securities 
oversubscribed 
by 258%
TDT | Manama

The Central Bank of Bah-
rain (CBB) announced 

that the monthly issue of 
the Sukuk Al Salam Islamic 
securities has been oversub-
scribed by 258%.

Subscriptions worth BD 
111.040 million were re-
ceived for the BD 43 million 
issue, which carries a matu-
rity of 91 days.

The expected return on 
the issue, which begins on 
January 11 and matures on 
April 12, is 5.72% compared 
to 5.60% on the previous 
issue on December 14 2022.

The Sukuk Al Salam is is-
sued by the CBB on behalf 
of the Government of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain.

  This is issue No.261 
(BH000H8P7158) of the 
short-term Sukuk Al Salam  
series.



SUCCESS IS WALKING FROM 
FAILURE TO FAILURE WITH NO 
LOSS OF ENTHUSIASM
WINSTON CHURCHILL

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY
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49 BC 1475 1839 1946TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Julius Caesar defies the Roman Senate and cross-
es the Rubicon, uttering “alea iacta est” (the die is 
cast), signaling the start of civil war which would 
lead to his appointment as Roman dictator for life

Stephen III of Mol-
davia defeats the 

Ottoman Empire at 
the Battle of Vaslui

First tea from leaves of indigenous plants 
of Assam, India arrives in the United 
Kingdom [date approximate] 

UN General Assembly meets for 
1st time in London

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

I consider Pravasi 
Bharatiyas as brand 

ambassadors of 
India on foreign soil. 
Your role is diverse. 

You are the brand 
ambassador for yoga, 

Ayurveda, cottage 
industry, handicrafts 

and also millets
INDIAN PM MODI

TOP 

4
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I hope that the people 
of Brazil are able to re-

solve matters peacefully
@elonmusk

Spoke with Prime Min-
ister of Portugal @an-

toniocostapm. We talked 
about security cooper-
ation. Thanked for the 
readiness to provide ef-
fective support to the en-
ergy system of Ukraine. 
We also discussed con-
crete steps to implement 
our #PeaceFormula.

@ZelenskyyUa

I’m in Mexico to meet 
with President Andres 

Manuel Lopez Obrador 
of Mexico and Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
of Canada at the North 
American Leaders’ Sum-
mit. This gathering will 
deepen our coordination 
and advance our shared 
priori t ies  for  North 
America.

@POTUS

Addressing the Prava-
si Bharatiya Divas 

Convention in Indore. 
The Indian diaspora has 
distinguished itself all 
over the world.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u  The Omicron-adapted 
COVID-19 vaccine booster developed 
by Pfizer Inc (PFE.N) and BioNTech 
SE (22UAy.DE) sharply reduced 
hospitalizations among older patients, 
Israeli researchers said on Monday, 
in some of the first evidence of the 
jab’s real-world effectiveness. The 
study by researchers from healthcare 
provider Clalit, Ben-Gurion University of the 
Negev and Sapir College has not yet been 
peer reviewed. It found an 81% reduction 
in hospitalizations among people aged 65 
and older who had received the booster 
against those who had previously received 
at least two COVID vaccinations, but not the 
Omicron-adapted shot. The study was carried out from the end of September until 
mid-December and looked at 622,701 people aged 65 and over who were eligible 
for the bivalent booster. Among them, 85,314, or 14%, had received it.

u Pope Francis yesterday privately met Archbishop Georg Ganswein, 
former Pope Benedict’s closest aide, who has rattled the Vatican with a book 
describing what he says were the strains while two men wearing white lived 

within its ancient walls. 
The Vatican’s daily bulletin 
listed Ganswein in the pope’s 
schedule of audiences but 
as is customary gave no 
details. Hours after Benedict 
was buried on Thursday, 
an Italian publishing house 

sent some news outlets including Reuters advance copies of Ganswein’s 330-
page “Nothing But The Truth - My Life Beside Benedict XVI”. Ganswein, 66, was 
Benedict’s personal secretary from 2003, when Benedict was still Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, and remained as his side for nearly 20 years until his death on Dec. 31. 
He was also Francis’ gatekeeper until the two had a falling out. The main question 
now facing Francis is what position to give Ganswein. Many are waiting to see if he 
will get another job in the Vatican or be assigned somewhere else in the world.

Pope 
Francis meets 
Benedict’s top 
aide as memoir 
rattles Vatican

Omicron COVID 
booster cuts 
hospitalization in 
over 65s, Israeli 

study finds

More than 5 million children died 
before reaching their fifth 

birthday in 2020. Almost half of 
those deaths, 2.4 million, occurred 

among newborns

KNOW WHAT

A child or youth died once every 4.4 seconds in 2021 – UN report 
• Another 1.9 m 
babies were tragically 
stillborn during the same 
period, according to a 
separate UN report. 

New York | Geneva | Washington 
DC

An estimated 5 million chil-
dren died before their fifth 
birthday and another 2.1  

children and youth aged between 
5–24 years lost their lives in 2021, 
according to the latest estimates 
released by the United Nations 
Inter-agency Group for Child 
Mortality Estimation (UN IGME).

In a separate report also re-
leased today, the group found that 
1.9  babies were stillborn during 

the same period. Tragically, many 
of these deaths could have been 
prevented with equitable access 

and high-quality maternal, new-
born, adolescent and child health 
care.

“Every day, far too many par-
ents are facing the trauma of 

losing their children, sometimes 
even before their first breath,” 
said Vidhya Ganesh, UNICEF Di-
rector of the Division of Data An-
alytics, Planning and Monitoring. 
“Such widespread, preventable 
tragedy should never be accepted 
as inevitable. Progress is possible 
with stronger political will and 
targeted investment in equitable 
access to primary health care for 
every woman and child.”

The reports show some posi-
tive outcomes with a lower risk 
of death across all ages globally 
since 2000. The global under-five 
mortality rate fell by 50% since 
the start of the century, while 
mortality rates in older children 
and youth dropped by 36%, and 
the stillbirth rate decreased by 
35%. This can be attributed to 
more investments in strength-
ening primary health systems 

to benefit women, children and 
young people.

However, gains have reduced 
significantly since 2010, and 54 
countries will fall short of meet-
ing the Sustainable Development 
Goals target for under-five mor-
tality. If swift action is not taken 
to improve health services, warn 
the agencies, almost 59  children 
and youth will die before 2030, 
and nearly 16  babies will be lost 
to stillbirth.

“It is grossly unjust that a 
child’s chances of survival can 
be shaped just by their place of 
birth, and that there are such 
vast inequities in their access to 
lifesaving health services,” said 
Dr Anshu Banerjee, Director for 
Maternal, Newborn, Child and 
Adolescent Health and Ageing at 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO). “Children everywhere 

need strong primary health care 
systems that meet their needs 
and those of their families, so 
that – no matter where they are 
born – they have the best start and 
hope for the future.”

Children continue to face wild-
ly differentiating chances of sur-
vival based on where they are 
born, with sub-Saharan Africa 
and Southern Asia shouldering 
the heaviest burden, the reports 
show. Though sub-Saharan Africa 
had just 29% of global live births, 
the region accounted for 56% of 
all under-five deaths in 2021, and 
Southern Asia for 26% of the to-
tal. Children born in sub-Saharan 
Africa are subject to the highest 
risk of childhood death in the 
world – 15 times higher than the 
risk for children in Europe and 
Northern America.

Mothers in these two regions 

also endure the painful loss of ba-
bies to stillbirth at an exceptional 
rate, with 77% of all stillbirths in 
2021 occurring in sub-Saharan 
Africa and South Asia. Nearly 
half of all stillbirths happened in 
sub-Saharan Africa. The risk of a 
woman having a stillborn baby in 

sub-Saharan Africa is seven times 
more likely than in Europe and 
North America.

While COVID-19 has not directly 
increased childhood mortality 
– with children facing a lower 
likelihood of dying from the dis-
ease than adults – the pandemic 
may have increased future risks 
to their survival. In particular, 
the reports highlight concerns 
around disruptions to vaccina-
tion campaigns, nutrition servic-
es, and access to primary health 
care, which could jeopardize 
their health and well-being for 
many years to come. In addition, 
the pandemic has fuelled the 
largest continued backslide in 
vaccinations in three decades, 
putting the most vulnerable new-
borns and children at greater 
risk of dying from preventable  
diseases.

Julien, 8 months, received his vaccines against polio and measles at a health centre 
in As-Sweida city, south Syria

The roll-out of the Typhoid Conjugate 
Vaccine (TCV) to children between 15 
months to 15 years at the Ambrosia Ideal 
Secondary School in Kathmandu, Nepal

Brazilian troops clear ex-prez Bolsonaro 
supporters’ camp after capital stormed
• Lula promises 
justice for those behind 
Sunday’s riots

• Bolsonaro, in 
Florida, says protesters 
‘crossed the line’

• Biden and other 
world leaders condemn 
‘outrageous’ act

• Lula took office in 
January after narrow 
October win

Reuters | Brasilia 

Brazilian soldiers backed by 
police dismantled a camp 
of supporters of far-right 

former President Jair Bolsona-
ro in the capital yesterday, a day 
after rioters launched the worst 
attack on state institutions since 
the country’s return to democra-

cy in the 1980s. After thousands 
of Bolsonaro’s backers stormed 
Congress, the Supreme Court and 
the presidential palace on Sunday, 
police in riot gear amassed at the 
pro-Bolsonaro camp outside Bra-
silia’s army headquarters, while 
troops took down tents, Reuters 
witnesses said. The protesters 
were dispersed. President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva, Bolsonaro’s 

leftist rival who 
took office on Jan. 1 
after a narrow Octo-
ber election win, prom-
ised to bring those responsible 
for the violence to justice, after 
demonstrators broke windows 
and furniture, destroyed art work 
and stole guns and artifacts.

Lula, who was back at work at 
the Planalto presidential palace, 

met with his defense minister and 
the armed forces commanders to 
discuss the attacks that recalled 
the assault on the U.S. Capitol two 
years ago by backers of former 
President Donald Trump.

U.S. President Joe Biden joined 
other world leaders in condemn-
ing Sunday’s riots, calling them 
“outrageous,” while Bolsonaro, 

who is now in Florida, 
denied inciting his 

supporters and 

said the rioters had 
“crossed the line.”

Pro-Bolsonaro truckers, who 
have caused havoc on Brazil’s 
highways for weeks, held more 
protests through the night.

A toll road operator for the BR 
163 highway that cuts through 

Brazil’s top grain-producing state 
Mato Grosso reported several 
blockades that were cleared by 
dawn. Police said blockages on 
another highway in Parana state 
were also cleared.

“There are still people trying 
to block roads and access to oil 
refineries,” presidential spokes-
man Paulo Pimenta told report-
ers. State-run oil company Petro-
bras (PETR4.SA) said its refinery 
operations and fuel supplies had 
not been affected.

Supreme Court Justice Alex-
andre de Moraes ordered the 
governor of Brasilia removed 
from office late on Sunday for 90 
days over alleged security failings 
and demanded that social media 
platforms Facebook, Twitter and 
TikTok block accounts of users 
spreading anti-democratic prop-
aganda.

Facebook parent Meta (ME-
TA.O) said yesterday it was remov-
ing content supporting or praising 
the weekend actions. Telegram, 
TikTok, Twitter and YouTube 
did not immediately respond to 
requests for comment.

Police cars are 
pictured amidst 
tear gas after 
being pushed 
off the road 
by supporter 

of Brazil’s 
far-right former 

President Jair 
Bolsonaro

Supporters of Brazil’s far-right former President Jair Bolsonaro 
gather outside Brazil’s Congress after protesters had invaded 
the building as well as the presidential palace and Supreme 
Court, in Brasilia, Brazil

Indian PM Modi opens 17th Pravasi 
Bharatiya Divas Convention in Indore
Modi calls Pravasis “brand ambassadors” on foreign soil.

• A 100 member 
delegation from 
Bahrain is at Indore 
for the convention

• Modi yesterday also 
opened the first ever 
digital PBD Exhibition

TDT | agencies 

Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi yesterday opened 

the 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Di-
vas Convention 2023 in Indore, 
Madhya Pradesh, calling Pravasi 
Bhartiyas as India’s “brand am-
bassadors” on foreign soil. 

Modi further stressed that 
Pravasis have a significant role 
to play in the country’s journey 
as its enters the “Amrit Kaal” of 
the next 25 years. 

"I consider Pravasi Bharati-
yas as brand ambassadors of 
India on foreign soil. Your role 
is diverse. You are the brand 
ambassador for yoga, Ayurveda, 
cottage industry, handicrafts 
and also millets," Modi said.

The GenNext Pravasis are 
also curious to know about the 
country of their parents' origin," 
he said.

He also urged Indian univer-
sities to document the contri-

butions made by the diaspora in 
their respective nations for the 
benefit of students.

The event was streamed live 
at Indian Embassy in Bahrain in 
the presence of Indian commu-
nity members and Ambassador 
Piyush Srivastava. 

A 100 member delegation 
from Bahrain is at Indore for the 

convention, where they had dis-
cussions with V Muraleedharan, 
Minister of State for External 
Affairs of India, on Sunday.  

Modi yesterday also opened 
the first ever digital PBD Exhibi-
tion on the theme AzadiKaAm-
ritMahotsav - Contribution of 
Diaspora in Indian Freedom 
Struggle.

President of the Republic of 
Suriname, Chandrikapersad 
Santokhi, the special guest of 
honour at the event, said In-
dia has proven to be a reliable 
partner on regional and global 
platforms.

"Suriname has sought part-
nership (with India) in various 
fields including health, financial 
sectors and strengthening cul-
tural ties by setting up institutes 
for Hindi language promotion in 
the Caribbean country," he said.

Guyana President Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali, the chief guest at the 
event, praised Modi for his ef-
forts during the pandemic. 

"When globalisation failed 
during the pandemic, Modi 
showed that it exists," he said.

Calling India an important 
strategic partner, Irfaan Ali re-
called how the country helped 
it  with COVID-19 vaccines 
and medicines in its time of  
need. 

He further said there are mas-
sive opportunities for India's 
private sector in Guyana.

"I visited this country earlier 
and studied here before becom-
ing the president (of Guyana) 
and felt the love of Indian peo-
ple," he added.

Modi opens 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention 2023 in Indore, Madhya Pradesh, India

Indiain PM inaugurates the 1st ever digital PBD Exhibition

Indian Ambassdor Piyush Srivastava watches the live broadcast of PBD 
convention along with community members 

Ukraine bolsters defences in east as Russia sends waves of attacks
Reuters |. Kyiv/Kramatorsk, 
Ukraine

Ukraine said it was strength-
ening its forces around 

Bakhmut in the eastern Donbas 
region and repelling constant at-
tacks there by Russian mercenary 
group Wagner, whose leader has 
vowed to capture the area’s vast 
underground mines.

Kyiv had sent reinforcements 
to Soledar, a small town near 
Bakhmut where the situation was 
particularly difficult, Ukrainian 
officials said.

“The enemy again made a des-
perate attempt to storm the city of 
Soledar from different directions 
and threw the most professional 
units of the Wagnerites into bat-
tle,” Ukraine’s military said in a 

statement.
Yevgeny Prigozhin, founder of 

the Wagner mercenary group, has 

been trying to capture Bakhmut 
and Soledar for months at the cost 
of many lives on both sides. He 

said on Saturday its significance 
lay in the network of mines there.

“It not only (has the ability to 
hold) a big group of people at a 
depth of 80-100 metres, but tanks 
and infantry fighting vehicles can 
also move about.”

Military analysts say the stra-
tegic military benefit for Moscow 
would be limited. A US official has 
said Prigozhin, a powerful ally of 
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin, is eyeing the salt and gypsum 
from the mines.

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
said in nightly video remarks on 
Sunday that Bakhmut and Soledar 
were holding on despite wide-
spread destruction after months 
of attacks.

“Our soldiers are repelling 
constant Russian attempts to ad-

vance,” he said. In Soledar “things 
are very difficult”.

In an evacuee centre in nearby 
Kramatorsk, Olha, 60, said she 
had fled Soledar after moving 
from apartment to apartment as 
each was destroyed in tank bat-
tles.

“All of last week we couldn’t 
come outside. Everyone was 
running around, soldiers with 
automatic weapons, screaming,” 
said Olha, who gave only her first 
name.

“There isn’t one house left in-
tact,” she said. “Apartments were 
burning, breaking in half.”

Pro-Russian bloggers quot-
ed Prigozhin as saying his 
forces were fighting for the 
administration building in  
Soledar.

A firefighter works at a site of a market hit by Russian missiles, amid Russia’s attack 
on Ukraine, in the town of Shevchenkove, Kharkiv region

Prince Harry says UK royals got 
into bed with tabloid press ‘devil’
Reuters | Lon-
don

Prince Harry 
has said he 

had made pub-
lic his rifts with 
the British royal 
family and taken 
on the press to 
try to help the 
monarchy and 
change the me-
dia, the latter 
described by his 
father King Charles as a “sui-
cide mission”.

In the first of a series of TV 
interviews broadcast on Sun-
day ahead of the launch of his 
memoir, Harry accused mem-
bers of his family of getting 
into bed with the devil - the 
tabloid press - to sully him and 
his wife Meghan to improve 
their own reputations.

He told Britain’s ITV he had 
fled Britain with his family 
for California in 2020 “fearing 
for our lives” and said he no 
longer recognised his father or 
his elder brother Prince Wil-
liam, the heir to the throne.

“After many, many years of 
lies being told about me and 
my family, there comes a point 
where, going back to the re-
lationship between certain 
members of the family and 
the tabloid press, those cer-
tain members have decided to 
get in the bed with the devil 
... to rehabilitate their image,” 
he said.

“The moment that that re-
habilitation comes at the det-
riment of others, me, other 
members of my family, then 
that’s where I draw the line.”

In the ITV interview, Harry 
repeated and elaborated on ac-
cusations that he and Meghan 
have made since they left roy-
al duties; that the royals and 
their aides not only failed to 

protect them 
from a hostile 
and sometimes 
racist press, but 
actively leaked 
stories about 
them via anon-
ymous sources.

“ T h e  s a d -
dest  part  of 
that is certain 
m e m b e r s  o f 
my family and 
the people that 
work for them 

are complicit in that conflict,” 
he said, indicating that includ-
ed both Charles and Camilla.

So far, there has been no 
comment from Buckingham 
Palace. Harry said he didn’t 
think his father or brother 
would read his book.

An unnamed friend of Wil-
liam told the Sunday Times 
that the Prince of Wales was 
“burning” with anger, but 
would not respond “for the 
good of his family and the 
country”.

Harry told ITV he wanted 
reconciliation with his family 
members but said they had 
shown no interest, giving the 
impression it was better to 
keep him and Meghan as vil-
lains.

“I genuinely believe, and I 
hope, that reconciliation be-
tween my family and us will 
have a ripple effect across the 
entire world. Maybe that’s 
lofty, maybe that’s naive,” he 
said.

Harry, in an interview with 
CBS’ “60 Minutes” that aired 
later on Sunday, said the ball 
was in his family’s court to 
heal the rupture.

“This all started with them 
briefing, daily, against my wife 
with lies to the point of where 
my wife and I had to run away 
from our count-- my country,” 
he said.



SUCCESS IS WALKING FROM 
FAILURE TO FAILURE WITH NO 
LOSS OF ENTHUSIASM
WINSTON CHURCHILL
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49 BC 1475 1839 1946TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Julius Caesar defies the Roman Senate and cross-
es the Rubicon, uttering “alea iacta est” (the die is 
cast), signaling the start of civil war which would 
lead to his appointment as Roman dictator for life

Stephen III of Mol-
davia defeats the 

Ottoman Empire at 
the Battle of Vaslui

First tea from leaves of indigenous plants 
of Assam, India arrives in the United 
Kingdom [date approximate] 

UN General Assembly meets for 
1st time in London

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

I consider Pravasi 
Bharatiyas as brand 

ambassadors of 
India on foreign soil. 
Your role is diverse. 

You are the brand 
ambassador for yoga, 

Ayurveda, cottage 
industry, handicrafts 

and also millets
INDIAN PM MODI
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I hope that the people 
of Brazil are able to re-

solve matters peacefully
@elonmusk

Spoke with Prime Min-
ister of Portugal @an-

toniocostapm. We talked 
about security cooper-
ation. Thanked for the 
readiness to provide ef-
fective support to the en-
ergy system of Ukraine. 
We also discussed con-
crete steps to implement 
our #PeaceFormula.

@ZelenskyyUa

I’m in Mexico to meet 
with President Andres 

Manuel Lopez Obrador 
of Mexico and Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
of Canada at the North 
American Leaders’ Sum-
mit. This gathering will 
deepen our coordination 
and advance our shared 
priori t ies  for  North 
America.

@POTUS

Addressing the Prava-
si Bharatiya Divas 

Convention in Indore. 
The Indian diaspora has 
distinguished itself all 
over the world.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u  The Omicron-adapted 
COVID-19 vaccine booster developed 
by Pfizer Inc (PFE.N) and BioNTech 
SE (22UAy.DE) sharply reduced 
hospitalizations among older patients, 
Israeli researchers said on Monday, 
in some of the first evidence of the 
jab’s real-world effectiveness. The 
study by researchers from healthcare 
provider Clalit, Ben-Gurion University of the 
Negev and Sapir College has not yet been 
peer reviewed. It found an 81% reduction 
in hospitalizations among people aged 65 
and older who had received the booster 
against those who had previously received 
at least two COVID vaccinations, but not the 
Omicron-adapted shot. The study was carried out from the end of September until 
mid-December and looked at 622,701 people aged 65 and over who were eligible 
for the bivalent booster. Among them, 85,314, or 14%, had received it.

u Pope Francis yesterday privately met Archbishop Georg Ganswein, 
former Pope Benedict’s closest aide, who has rattled the Vatican with a book 
describing what he says were the strains while two men wearing white lived 

within its ancient walls. 
The Vatican’s daily bulletin 
listed Ganswein in the pope’s 
schedule of audiences but 
as is customary gave no 
details. Hours after Benedict 
was buried on Thursday, 
an Italian publishing house 

sent some news outlets including Reuters advance copies of Ganswein’s 330-
page “Nothing But The Truth - My Life Beside Benedict XVI”. Ganswein, 66, was 
Benedict’s personal secretary from 2003, when Benedict was still Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, and remained as his side for nearly 20 years until his death on Dec. 31. 
He was also Francis’ gatekeeper until the two had a falling out. The main question 
now facing Francis is what position to give Ganswein. Many are waiting to see if he 
will get another job in the Vatican or be assigned somewhere else in the world.

Pope 
Francis meets 
Benedict’s top 
aide as memoir 
rattles Vatican

Omicron COVID 
booster cuts 
hospitalization in 
over 65s, Israeli 

study finds

More than 5 million children died 
before reaching their fifth 

birthday in 2020. Almost half of 
those deaths, 2.4 million, occurred 

among newborns

KNOW WHAT

A child or youth died once every 4.4 seconds in 2021 – UN report 
• Another 1.9 m 
babies were tragically 
stillborn during the same 
period, according to a 
separate UN report. 

New York | Geneva | Washington 
DC

An estimated 5 million chil-
dren died before their fifth 
birthday and another 2.1  

children and youth aged between 
5–24 years lost their lives in 2021, 
according to the latest estimates 
released by the United Nations 
Inter-agency Group for Child 
Mortality Estimation (UN IGME).

In a separate report also re-
leased today, the group found that 
1.9  babies were stillborn during 

the same period. Tragically, many 
of these deaths could have been 
prevented with equitable access 

and high-quality maternal, new-
born, adolescent and child health 
care.

“Every day, far too many par-
ents are facing the trauma of 

losing their children, sometimes 
even before their first breath,” 
said Vidhya Ganesh, UNICEF Di-
rector of the Division of Data An-
alytics, Planning and Monitoring. 
“Such widespread, preventable 
tragedy should never be accepted 
as inevitable. Progress is possible 
with stronger political will and 
targeted investment in equitable 
access to primary health care for 
every woman and child.”

The reports show some posi-
tive outcomes with a lower risk 
of death across all ages globally 
since 2000. The global under-five 
mortality rate fell by 50% since 
the start of the century, while 
mortality rates in older children 
and youth dropped by 36%, and 
the stillbirth rate decreased by 
35%. This can be attributed to 
more investments in strength-
ening primary health systems 

to benefit women, children and 
young people.

However, gains have reduced 
significantly since 2010, and 54 
countries will fall short of meet-
ing the Sustainable Development 
Goals target for under-five mor-
tality. If swift action is not taken 
to improve health services, warn 
the agencies, almost 59  children 
and youth will die before 2030, 
and nearly 16  babies will be lost 
to stillbirth.

“It is grossly unjust that a 
child’s chances of survival can 
be shaped just by their place of 
birth, and that there are such 
vast inequities in their access to 
lifesaving health services,” said 
Dr Anshu Banerjee, Director for 
Maternal, Newborn, Child and 
Adolescent Health and Ageing at 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO). “Children everywhere 

need strong primary health care 
systems that meet their needs 
and those of their families, so 
that – no matter where they are 
born – they have the best start and 
hope for the future.”

Children continue to face wild-
ly differentiating chances of sur-
vival based on where they are 
born, with sub-Saharan Africa 
and Southern Asia shouldering 
the heaviest burden, the reports 
show. Though sub-Saharan Africa 
had just 29% of global live births, 
the region accounted for 56% of 
all under-five deaths in 2021, and 
Southern Asia for 26% of the to-
tal. Children born in sub-Saharan 
Africa are subject to the highest 
risk of childhood death in the 
world – 15 times higher than the 
risk for children in Europe and 
Northern America.

Mothers in these two regions 

also endure the painful loss of ba-
bies to stillbirth at an exceptional 
rate, with 77% of all stillbirths in 
2021 occurring in sub-Saharan 
Africa and South Asia. Nearly 
half of all stillbirths happened in 
sub-Saharan Africa. The risk of a 
woman having a stillborn baby in 

sub-Saharan Africa is seven times 
more likely than in Europe and 
North America.

While COVID-19 has not directly 
increased childhood mortality 
– with children facing a lower 
likelihood of dying from the dis-
ease than adults – the pandemic 
may have increased future risks 
to their survival. In particular, 
the reports highlight concerns 
around disruptions to vaccina-
tion campaigns, nutrition servic-
es, and access to primary health 
care, which could jeopardize 
their health and well-being for 
many years to come. In addition, 
the pandemic has fuelled the 
largest continued backslide in 
vaccinations in three decades, 
putting the most vulnerable new-
borns and children at greater 
risk of dying from preventable  
diseases.

Julien, 8 months, received his vaccines against polio and measles at a health centre 
in As-Sweida city, south Syria

The roll-out of the Typhoid Conjugate 
Vaccine (TCV) to children between 15 
months to 15 years at the Ambrosia Ideal 
Secondary School in Kathmandu, Nepal

Brazilian troops clear ex-prez Bolsonaro 
supporters’ camp after capital stormed
• Lula promises 
justice for those behind 
Sunday’s riots

• Bolsonaro, in 
Florida, says protesters 
‘crossed the line’

• Biden and other 
world leaders condemn 
‘outrageous’ act

• Lula took office in 
January after narrow 
October win

Reuters | Brasilia 

Brazilian soldiers backed by 
police dismantled a camp 
of supporters of far-right 

former President Jair Bolsona-
ro in the capital yesterday, a day 
after rioters launched the worst 
attack on state institutions since 
the country’s return to democra-

cy in the 1980s. After thousands 
of Bolsonaro’s backers stormed 
Congress, the Supreme Court and 
the presidential palace on Sunday, 
police in riot gear amassed at the 
pro-Bolsonaro camp outside Bra-
silia’s army headquarters, while 
troops took down tents, Reuters 
witnesses said. The protesters 
were dispersed. President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva, Bolsonaro’s 

leftist rival who 
took office on Jan. 1 
after a narrow Octo-
ber election win, prom-
ised to bring those responsible 
for the violence to justice, after 
demonstrators broke windows 
and furniture, destroyed art work 
and stole guns and artifacts.

Lula, who was back at work at 
the Planalto presidential palace, 

met with his defense minister and 
the armed forces commanders to 
discuss the attacks that recalled 
the assault on the U.S. Capitol two 
years ago by backers of former 
President Donald Trump.

U.S. President Joe Biden joined 
other world leaders in condemn-
ing Sunday’s riots, calling them 
“outrageous,” while Bolsonaro, 

who is now in Florida, 
denied inciting his 

supporters and 

said the rioters had 
“crossed the line.”

Pro-Bolsonaro truckers, who 
have caused havoc on Brazil’s 
highways for weeks, held more 
protests through the night.

A toll road operator for the BR 
163 highway that cuts through 

Brazil’s top grain-producing state 
Mato Grosso reported several 
blockades that were cleared by 
dawn. Police said blockages on 
another highway in Parana state 
were also cleared.

“There are still people trying 
to block roads and access to oil 
refineries,” presidential spokes-
man Paulo Pimenta told report-
ers. State-run oil company Petro-
bras (PETR4.SA) said its refinery 
operations and fuel supplies had 
not been affected.

Supreme Court Justice Alex-
andre de Moraes ordered the 
governor of Brasilia removed 
from office late on Sunday for 90 
days over alleged security failings 
and demanded that social media 
platforms Facebook, Twitter and 
TikTok block accounts of users 
spreading anti-democratic prop-
aganda.

Facebook parent Meta (ME-
TA.O) said yesterday it was remov-
ing content supporting or praising 
the weekend actions. Telegram, 
TikTok, Twitter and YouTube 
did not immediately respond to 
requests for comment.

Police cars are 
pictured amidst 
tear gas after 
being pushed 
off the road 
by supporter 

of Brazil’s 
far-right former 

President Jair 
Bolsonaro

Supporters of Brazil’s far-right former President Jair Bolsonaro 
gather outside Brazil’s Congress after protesters had invaded 
the building as well as the presidential palace and Supreme 
Court, in Brasilia, Brazil

Indian PM Modi opens 17th Pravasi 
Bharatiya Divas Convention in Indore
Modi calls Pravasis “brand ambassadors” on foreign soil.

• A 100 member 
delegation from 
Bahrain is at Indore 
for the convention

• Modi yesterday also 
opened the first ever 
digital PBD Exhibition

TDT | agencies 

Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi yesterday opened 

the 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Di-
vas Convention 2023 in Indore, 
Madhya Pradesh, calling Pravasi 
Bhartiyas as India’s “brand am-
bassadors” on foreign soil. 

Modi further stressed that 
Pravasis have a significant role 
to play in the country’s journey 
as its enters the “Amrit Kaal” of 
the next 25 years. 

"I consider Pravasi Bharati-
yas as brand ambassadors of 
India on foreign soil. Your role 
is diverse. You are the brand 
ambassador for yoga, Ayurveda, 
cottage industry, handicrafts 
and also millets," Modi said.

The GenNext Pravasis are 
also curious to know about the 
country of their parents' origin," 
he said.

He also urged Indian univer-
sities to document the contri-

butions made by the diaspora in 
their respective nations for the 
benefit of students.

The event was streamed live 
at Indian Embassy in Bahrain in 
the presence of Indian commu-
nity members and Ambassador 
Piyush Srivastava. 

A 100 member delegation 
from Bahrain is at Indore for the 

convention, where they had dis-
cussions with V Muraleedharan, 
Minister of State for External 
Affairs of India, on Sunday.  

Modi yesterday also opened 
the first ever digital PBD Exhibi-
tion on the theme AzadiKaAm-
ritMahotsav - Contribution of 
Diaspora in Indian Freedom 
Struggle.

President of the Republic of 
Suriname, Chandrikapersad 
Santokhi, the special guest of 
honour at the event, said In-
dia has proven to be a reliable 
partner on regional and global 
platforms.

"Suriname has sought part-
nership (with India) in various 
fields including health, financial 
sectors and strengthening cul-
tural ties by setting up institutes 
for Hindi language promotion in 
the Caribbean country," he said.

Guyana President Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali, the chief guest at the 
event, praised Modi for his ef-
forts during the pandemic. 

"When globalisation failed 
during the pandemic, Modi 
showed that it exists," he said.

Calling India an important 
strategic partner, Irfaan Ali re-
called how the country helped 
it  with COVID-19 vaccines 
and medicines in its time of  
need. 

He further said there are mas-
sive opportunities for India's 
private sector in Guyana.

"I visited this country earlier 
and studied here before becom-
ing the president (of Guyana) 
and felt the love of Indian peo-
ple," he added.

Modi opens 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention 2023 in Indore, Madhya Pradesh, India

Indiain PM inaugurates the 1st ever digital PBD Exhibition

Indian Ambassdor Piyush Srivastava watches the live broadcast of PBD 
convention along with community members 

Ukraine bolsters defences in east as Russia sends waves of attacks
Reuters |. Kyiv/Kramatorsk, 
Ukraine

Ukraine said it was strength-
ening its forces around 

Bakhmut in the eastern Donbas 
region and repelling constant at-
tacks there by Russian mercenary 
group Wagner, whose leader has 
vowed to capture the area’s vast 
underground mines.

Kyiv had sent reinforcements 
to Soledar, a small town near 
Bakhmut where the situation was 
particularly difficult, Ukrainian 
officials said.

“The enemy again made a des-
perate attempt to storm the city of 
Soledar from different directions 
and threw the most professional 
units of the Wagnerites into bat-
tle,” Ukraine’s military said in a 

statement.
Yevgeny Prigozhin, founder of 

the Wagner mercenary group, has 

been trying to capture Bakhmut 
and Soledar for months at the cost 
of many lives on both sides. He 

said on Saturday its significance 
lay in the network of mines there.

“It not only (has the ability to 
hold) a big group of people at a 
depth of 80-100 metres, but tanks 
and infantry fighting vehicles can 
also move about.”

Military analysts say the stra-
tegic military benefit for Moscow 
would be limited. A US official has 
said Prigozhin, a powerful ally of 
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin, is eyeing the salt and gypsum 
from the mines.

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
said in nightly video remarks on 
Sunday that Bakhmut and Soledar 
were holding on despite wide-
spread destruction after months 
of attacks.

“Our soldiers are repelling 
constant Russian attempts to ad-

vance,” he said. In Soledar “things 
are very difficult”.

In an evacuee centre in nearby 
Kramatorsk, Olha, 60, said she 
had fled Soledar after moving 
from apartment to apartment as 
each was destroyed in tank bat-
tles.

“All of last week we couldn’t 
come outside. Everyone was 
running around, soldiers with 
automatic weapons, screaming,” 
said Olha, who gave only her first 
name.

“There isn’t one house left in-
tact,” she said. “Apartments were 
burning, breaking in half.”

Pro-Russian bloggers quot-
ed Prigozhin as saying his 
forces were fighting for the 
administration building in  
Soledar.

A firefighter works at a site of a market hit by Russian missiles, amid Russia’s attack 
on Ukraine, in the town of Shevchenkove, Kharkiv region

Prince Harry says UK royals got 
into bed with tabloid press ‘devil’
Reuters | Lon-
don

Prince Harry 
has said he 

had made pub-
lic his rifts with 
the British royal 
family and taken 
on the press to 
try to help the 
monarchy and 
change the me-
dia, the latter 
described by his 
father King Charles as a “sui-
cide mission”.

In the first of a series of TV 
interviews broadcast on Sun-
day ahead of the launch of his 
memoir, Harry accused mem-
bers of his family of getting 
into bed with the devil - the 
tabloid press - to sully him and 
his wife Meghan to improve 
their own reputations.

He told Britain’s ITV he had 
fled Britain with his family 
for California in 2020 “fearing 
for our lives” and said he no 
longer recognised his father or 
his elder brother Prince Wil-
liam, the heir to the throne.

“After many, many years of 
lies being told about me and 
my family, there comes a point 
where, going back to the re-
lationship between certain 
members of the family and 
the tabloid press, those cer-
tain members have decided to 
get in the bed with the devil 
... to rehabilitate their image,” 
he said.

“The moment that that re-
habilitation comes at the det-
riment of others, me, other 
members of my family, then 
that’s where I draw the line.”

In the ITV interview, Harry 
repeated and elaborated on ac-
cusations that he and Meghan 
have made since they left roy-
al duties; that the royals and 
their aides not only failed to 

protect them 
from a hostile 
and sometimes 
racist press, but 
actively leaked 
stories about 
them via anon-
ymous sources.

“ T h e  s a d -
dest  pa rt  of 
that is certain 
m e m b e r s  o f 
my family and 
the people that 
work for them 

are complicit in that conflict,” 
he said, indicating that includ-
ed both Charles and Camilla.

So far, there has been no 
comment from Buckingham 
Palace. Harry said he didn’t 
think his father or brother 
would read his book.

An unnamed friend of Wil-
liam told the Sunday Times 
that the Prince of Wales was 
“burning” with anger, but 
would not respond “for the 
good of his family and the 
country”.

Harry told ITV he wanted 
reconciliation with his family 
members but said they had 
shown no interest, giving the 
impression it was better to 
keep him and Meghan as vil-
lains.

“I genuinely believe, and I 
hope, that reconciliation be-
tween my family and us will 
have a ripple effect across the 
entire world. Maybe that’s 
lofty, maybe that’s naive,” he 
said.

Harry, in an interview with 
CBS’ “60 Minutes” that aired 
later on Sunday, said the ball 
was in his family’s court to 
heal the rupture.

“This all started with them 
briefing, daily, against my wife 
with lies to the point of where 
my wife and I had to run away 
from our count-- my country,” 
he said.
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Across
1- Angers; 5- Govt. security; 10- Pierce portrayer; 14- Carry; 15- Fuel transport; 16- Boxer Max; 17- 
Pleasingly pretty; 18- Entreaties; 19- Cosecant’s reciprocal; 20- Moor; 22- Art of public speaking; 
24- Island dance; 27- Arouse; 28- Type of FDR chat; 32- Horselike African mammal; 35- Colorful 
card game; 36- Aids; 38- Thaw before takeoff; 40- Nintendo rival; 42- Demon; 44- Architect Mies 
van der ___; 45- Blow one’s top; 47- Humdinger; 49- Singer Shannon; 50- Home on the range; 
52- Asymmetry; 54- Hammett hound; 56- Peace Nobelist Wiesel; 57- Soup made with beets; 
60- Suckle; 64- Author ___ Stanley Gardner; 65- Dull; 68- Regretted; 69- Potter’s oven; 70- Rub 
out or remove from memory; 71- Comply; 72- Coup d’___; 73- Mikhail’s wife; 74- Capone foe;

Down
1- Need a scratch; 2- Libertine; 3- Bluesy James; 4- Do a slow burn; 5- Summit; 6- Zip; 7- Muffin 
topper; 8- Rips; 9- Fake; 10- Shock ___; 11- Den; 12- Repudiate; 13- Modern art?; 21- Silence; 
23- Bound; 25- Willingly; 26- Wing it; 28- Melt together; 29- Inactive; 30- Scoundrel; 31- Sporting 
blades; 33- ___ Janeiro; 34- Flu symptoms; 37- Reptile; 39- Electric fish; 41- Obvious; 43- Shootout; 
46- Actress Harper; 48- One of a matching pair; 51- One engraving; 53- Nerve cell; 55- Now, in 
Nogales; 57- Londoner, e.g.; 58- Spicy stew; 59- Baht spender; 61- Yokel; 62- Gets the picture; 
63- Ice cream brand; 64- Barely make, with “out”; 66- Battleship letters; 67- Cry ___ River;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 
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Tom Hanks is overcome by ‘self-
doubt’ when he watches his films
IANS | Los Angeles

Hollywood star Tom 
Hanks chooses not to 
watch his hit movies. 

While having doubts about his 
acting ability, the 66-year-old 
also has to “wrestle with au-
thenticity” when looking back 
at his films.

“I wrestle with authenticity. 
I wrestle with the difference 
between lying for a living 
as an actor and lying to 
myself as a human 
being,” Hanks said 
when speaking on 
‘The Great Crea-
tors with Guy Raz’ 
podcast, reports 
aceshowbiz.com.

The two -t ime 
Oscar winner prefers 
not to watch his films 
again as it always leaves 

him with a sense of regret about 
his performance.

Hanks explained: “(I see) 
the falsehood in them. 
I see the loss. I see 
that one time, ‘Oh 
man, I missed that 
opportunity.’”

“And it’s not be-
cause, at the mo-
ment, I chose not to 

- it’s be-

cause, after it was done, I re-
alised I didn’t go far enough. 
I didn’t go to the place that I 
could have gone.”

“Then I asked myself, 
well, why? Was it 

because I was 
satisfied with 
what I had? 
Was it because 
I  w a s n ’ t  u p 

e n o u g h  o n 
t h e  t ex t ? 

W a s  i t 
b e c a u s e 
I  didn’t 
h a v e 

enough of 
those ideas in my 
pocket? Or you 
know, was it be-
cause I was late 
that day and we 
had to rush the 

shot and instead of six pass-
es, we only got two passes at 
it? That’s where the self-doubt 
creeps in.”

Hanks claimed that the 1994 
film ‘Forrest Gump’, which 
landed him an Oscar for Best 
Actor - as one of the few movies 
where he gave his all.

The ‘Cast Away’ star recalled: 
“We all sat together for weeks 
with (director Robert Zemeck-
is), and Bob was saying, ‘Well, 
what do we make of that?’”

“We started at the beginning 
of the script and we all talked 
about everything. Even scenes 
we’re not in, and what it meant 
to the text. That doesn’t mean 
your own lines. You must know 
the text, because the text is the 
interpretation of the theme, and 
the theme is why you’re all there 
in the first place.”

Tom 
Hanks prefers 

not to watch his 
films again as it 

always leaves him 
with a sense of 
regret about his 

performance

Lily James shoves 
her face in ice 
bucket before red 
carpet events
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Lily James swears by “shov-
ing” her face in a bucket 

of ice before every red carpet 
appearance.

The ‘Yesterday’ star - who is 
the new face of Charlotte Til-
bury’s Hollywood Glow Glide 
Face Architect Highlight-
er - has revealed her secret 
to flawless tightened skin is 
splashing the skin with freez-
ing cold water.

In a clip released by Char-
lotte Tilbury to mark the cam-
paign, she spilled: Shove your 
face in a bucket of ice or a sink 
full of ice water and it just sort 
of tightens everything.”

Lily added that she 
then “obviously just 
slathers on the Magic 
Cream.”

The 33-year-old ac-
tress follows in the 
footsteps of Kate 
Moss, Salma Hayek 
a n d  A m a l 
Clooney by 
starring in a 
C h a r l o t t e 
T i l b u r y 
campaign.

Super-
m o d e l 
K a t e 
was the 
f a c e  o f 
Charlotte 
T i l b u r y ’ s 
Studio 54-in-
spired holi-

day collection.
And she recently admitted 

she always takes eyelash curl-
ers to parties.

The 48-year-old beauty has 
been known for her hard-par-
tying ways over the years and 
though she’s sober these days, 

she still keeps the same 
beauty essentials in 

her bag so she can 
look as fresh when 
she leaves an event 
as she did when she 
arrived.

She said: “I always 
have Charlotte [Til-

bury]’s Lip Cheat 
Lip Liner in 
Pillow Talk 
and Beauti-
ful Skin Ra-
diant Con-
cealer in my 
b a g — p l u s 
an eyelash 
curler—so 
you can al-

ways leave 
the party look-

ing as fresh as when 
you arrived!”

Shove your face in a 
bucket of ice or a sink 
full of ice water and 

it just sort of tightens 
everything

LILY JAMES

50 Cent wants to create an 8 Mile TV show
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

50 Cent plans to turn ‘8 Mile’ 
into a TV show.

The 47-year-old rap star is 
currently working on a TV ad-
aptation of the 2002 drama film, 
which starred Eminem along-

side Michael Shannon, 
Anthony Mackie, and 
Kim Basinger.

50 shared: “It’s gonna 
be big. I’m working. I 
ain’t got no duds. I’m 
batting 100.”

50 was actually dis-
covered by Eminem and he thinks the TV show could enhance the legacy of the ‘Real 

Slim Shady’ hitmaker.
He told the ‘BigBoyTV’ You-

Tube channel: “I think it should 
be there for his legacy because 
it’s important to me that they 
understand it.”

50 explained that the show 
will provide a “backstory” to 
the hit film. He also revealed 
that it could explore Eminem’s 
younger years.

Meanwhile, 50 and Eminem 
both performed at the Super 
Bowl halftime show in 2022.

The duo were joined by Mary 
J. Blige, Dr Dre, Snoop Dogg and 
Kendrick Lamar, and Mary lik-

ened the experience to “getting 
an Oscar nomination”.

The chart-topping star - who 
has been nominated for two 
Academy Awards during her 
career - also claimed that the 
Super Bowl was the perfect 
platform to introduce hip-hop 
music to the world.

She said: “Hip-hop is East 
Coast. Hip-hop is West Coast. 
Hip-hop is Europe. This is why 
it’s going to be so major, because 
this is what the Super Bowl is 
showing to people: It’s not just 
one thing. [Hip-hop] is every-
where.”

Emma Roberts adopts a chihuahua rescue puppy
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Emma Roberts has adopted 
a chihuahua rescue puppy.

The 31-year-old actress has 
taken to social media to reveal 
that she’s adopted a puppy from 
the Labelle Foundation, 
an animal res-
cue organization 
that’s based in Los 
Angeles.

Alongside a pho-
to of her puppy, 
Emma wrote on In-
stagram: “Our new 

family member… We love him 
so much! Rescued from @the-
labellefoundation. (sic)”

The Labelle Foundation 
explained in a now-delet-
ed post that the pup-

py, known 
as Skunk, 
w a s 
found 

abandoned in early December.
Skunk was suffering from a 

viral infection called Parvo at 
the time. The infection 

causes fever, diar-
rhea and vomit-
ing, but Skunk 
has now been 

adopted by the 
actress.
M e a n w h i l e , 

Emma previously ad-
mitted that motherhood 

has changed her entire 
outlook on life.

Stand-up comedy 
was a necessary 
evil, says Kumail 
Nanjiani
Celebretainment | Los 
Angeles

Kumail Nanjiani initially 
viewed stand-up com-

edy as a “necessary evil” in 
his life.

The 44-year-old star be-
gan performing stand-up 
comedy at open-mic events 
after moving to Chicago - 
but he now admits it was 
a “miserable” experience 
for him.

Kumail - who was born 
in Karachi in Pakistan 
- shared: “I only got into 
stand-up because I wanted 
to write jokes. It was a nec-
essary evil.

“I hardly per-
formed before 9/11 
and afterwards 
things suddenly 
shifted; I found 
being on stage 
miserable. 
People felt 
O K  y e l l -
ing racist 
s t u f f  a t 
me and 
i t  ke p t 
throw-
ing me.

Tom Hanks

Emma Roberts Lily James

50 Cent

Kumail Nanjiani



Al Nadwi Contracting Co. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33601524 or 
alnadwigroup@outlook.com
MAKTOOM TRADING AND CONTRACTING 
CO LLC BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COMPANY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of FOREMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33391222 or atif@MAKTOOMCO.COM
KAWASHOW TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39006622 or 
191410105@QQ.COM
MARFOUA OBAID REAL ESTATE COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33226373 or AMAD63713@GMAIL.
COM
HASAD ALARD GENERAL TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66349666 or YH66349666@GMAIL.
COM
AL SABOOR REFRIGERATION AND AIR 
CONDITIONING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39283343 or 
YOUSAFZAHEER33@GMAIL.COM
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(CLOSED) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700888 or NASSERAB@BATELCO.COM.
BH
SIYANA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES & SIAM 
SCAFFOLDS- SIMPLE COMMANDITE 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17552722 or SIAM7373@BATELCO.
COM.BH
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of AIR-
CONDITIONING TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17786500 or 
careers@kcbahrain.com
AHMED QAED CONSTRUCTION 
ESTABLISHMENT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17826260 or info@
CIHBAHRAIN.COM
JALAL IONICS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39669661 or RASHID_
BUALI@JALAL.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
COMPUTER WORLD W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CONSULTANT (TECHNICAL 
AFFAIRS), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17561842 or ALIHASSAN@
ALMOAYYEDINTL.COM.BH
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of GUARD 
(ESTABLISHMENT SECURITY), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17268111 or HRD1@macbh.com
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36509129 or info@magicshinebh.com
TAMCON CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36636624 or 
h.bukhamas@tamcon.bh
TAMCON CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BLACKSMITH, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36636624 or h.bukhamas@tamcon.bh
TAMCON CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36636624 or h.bukhamas@tamcon.bh
AlMansoori Workover Service W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36502555 or 
talshaala@almansoori.biz
Burj Mushraf Contracting Co. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33346825 or ABDULLAHMASOODK@GMAIL.COM
303SECURE SHIELD W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY MAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17727676 or 
AQEEL@BASMA.COM.BH
LAYLA TOWERS CLEARING AGENCY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33723353 or layla.agency@hotmail.com
Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17212471 or 
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of INSULATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17212471 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
HOME COMPLEX CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32269111 or SMOHAMMEDBH@GMAIL.COM
AL RAYA INTERNATIONAL CARGO 

HANDLING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66612224 or 
ALIALI3332010@GMAIL.COM
BARKAT AL HAROON MARKETING 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33176753 or 
PRINCEKHAN0088@GMAIL.COM
MEHRAN KHAN CLEANING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36182987 or MEHRANKHAN213@YAHOO.COM
FLAMING STAR SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34161509 or AFRIDIHADIYA@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED YOUSIF ALI ALHASAN has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39611123 or info@alhassangroup.com
SAUD ABDULAZIZ SULAIMAN ALMURAIKHI 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35313111 or AZEEZABUABDULAZEEZ@
GMAIL.COM
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.
BH
VIBRANT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17615858 or 
JALALEBRAHIM@GMAIL.COM
A J M KOOHEJI GROUP BSC CLOSED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ASSISTANT 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17403304 or lmra@AJMKOOHEJI.
COM
BEHBEHANI BROS.LTD has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17459999 or edo@
behbehani.com.bh
EBRAHIM KHALIL KANOO CO. 
B.S.C.CLOSED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17262262 or hr.s@
ekkanoo.com.bh
Rendezvous has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CHEF, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17258900 or karima@cineco.net
MOHAMED SALAHUDDIN CONSULTING 
ENGINEERING BUREAU W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SENIOR INSPECTOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17216777 or aizel@MSCEB.COM
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.BH
UNION PRESS COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36060500 or 
MD@UNIONGROUP.CC
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
Al Helli Supermarket B.S.C Closed has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17877209 or hanan@ALHELLI.COM
JOZ CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39602650 or 
JOZGROUP@BATELCO.COM.BH
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.BH
BNP PARIBAS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
SPECIALIST, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17866188 or MEA.RECRUITMENT@
BNPPARIBAS.COM
ESMAELY LENZOHM ELECTRICAL CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830330 or HANGAMH@HOTMAI.COM
ARAB BANK PLC has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER (INVESTMENTS 
AND LOANS), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17549000 or nawal.basheer@
arabbank.com.bh
SAFA'A CONTRACTING & TRADING EST has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39444306 or SAFAAMAR@BATELCO.COM.BH
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.BH
HARDEEZ has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17262998 or ssaleh@americana-
food.com
HARDEEZ has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SERVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262998 or ssaleh@americana-food.com
A - KARIM ALJAHROMI CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17831000 or 
AKJCONT@BATELCO.COM.BH
A - KARIM ALJAHROMI CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of STOREKEEPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17831000 or 
AKJCONT@BATELCO.COM.BH

ALKOMED ENGINEERING SERVICES CO. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PROJECT 
LEADER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17698500 or ALKOMED@BATELCO.
COM.BH
JALAL IONICS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39669661 or RASHID_
BUALI@JALAL.COM
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.BH
Optica W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SPECTACLES FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17516819 or ahmed.
director@optica.net
AHMED  MOHAMMED  JASSIM  
CONSTRUCTION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17784584 or 
HR@AMJASSIM.COM
Bahrain Steel BSCC E.C. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER (PROJECT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17464274 or 
JOBS@FOULATH.COM.BH
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.BH
Addons Super Market has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17442629 or 
JAFFALBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
Food Point Fruit And Vegetables has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37381111 or hr@foodworldgroup.com
FARAH CONTAINERS AND TROLLEYS 
MAINTENANCE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39602377 or 
AHALARADI@YAHOO.COM
ALKOOHEJI TECHNICAL SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRICAL 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66332100 or ABDULLA@
KOOHEJITECHNICAL.COM
CITY GLASSES  W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39813203 or 
cityyaser@yahoo.com
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.BH
VIBRANT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17615858 or 
JALALEBRAHIM@GMAIL.COM
Al Helli Supermarket B.S.C Closed has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17877209 or HANAN@ALHELLI.COM
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of GUARD 
(ESTABLISHMENT SECURITY), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
BDC MANPOWER SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17180530 or mona.alnokhedha@bas.
com.bh
GOLD DUST CLEANING SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33361701 or GOLDDUST.BH@GMAIL.COM
Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17212471 or 
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Alshaya trading co w l l has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RESTAURANT MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17556555 or ayman.jafar@alshaya.com
Havelock One Interiors WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRAFTSMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17832030 or 
hamida.alhubail@havelockone.com
ALKOWARY INDUSTRIES FOR STEEL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36687900 or 
HWH28050@GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of GUARD 
(ESTABLISHMENT SECURITY), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
YOUSIF ASAD AWADH SHEHABI 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39699296 or 
SHIHABI_88@HOTMAIL.COM
TARBOUCHE XPRESS RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17500794 or myra@sevenleisure.net
UM ALI BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34109211 or BLUE_
AHMED2006@HOTMAIL.CO.UK
SECURI CORE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17822228 or 
HRGUARDS@SECURICORE.BH
KINGDOM ASPHALT COMPANY W L L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17466776 or ABDULLA@KINGDOM.BH

YOUSF TAILB CAR SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PAINTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39646707 or 
YOUSIFAHMEDTALEB@GMAIL.COM
PALM COAST CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36005572 or 
aamirbh@gmail.com
WADI AL HOORA CAFETERIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39874874 or 
AGNAS2536@GMAIL.COM
ALJOOD BEAUTY SALOON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66727999 or 
ABOMOHMD76M@GMAIL.COM
DANA GARDENS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36383555 or hassan@
emaar.bh
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
SPEED FIX LINE TYRES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32321178 or 
UMHUSSAIN001977@GMAIL.COM
AL NABEEL STAR TRADING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39402131 or 
HAJI.QADEER@HOTMAIL.COM
AL HILAL MULTI SPECIALTY MEDICAL 
CENTER - SALMABAD has a vacancy for 
the occupation of EXECUTIVE EMPLOYEE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17344700 or HRD@ALHILALHEALTHCARE.COM
Alsaleheya coldstore has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33391522 or 
BUAHMED182@GMAIL.COM
AL MISBAR CORNER CAFETERIA has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SANDWICHES 
MAKER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39407007 or ALMISBAR77@GMAIL.COM
PUNJAB CITY CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34111999 or sharef.works@gmail.com
BIG BEN SCAFFOLDING CONSTRUCTION 
AND EQUIPMENTS RENTAL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of EMPLOYEE(OCCUPATIONAL 
SAFETY), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39416687 or STAR_STAR2009@
HOTMAIL.COM
MOON SHOES REPAIRS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SHOE REPAIRER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33868845 or 
TOQEERNIZAMI@GMAIL.COM
Sun & Sand Sports W L L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR FOR 
STORES, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17566466 or ALJAWAD75@HOTMAIL.COM
PINK ROSE CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 32227775 or pinkrose.
bahrain2014@gmail.com
ROQITT MARKETING & TRADING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33166230 or CHISHTEE1@HOTMAIL.COM
GINGER RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39155519 or reem022@
icloud.com
SWAT CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33801802 or Swat.
sk89@gmail.com
Rayyah real estate has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33119952 or 
AHALDAIRY@GMAIL.COM
NAYOMI has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36323600 or shawqi.abdulla@
kojamjoom.com
INFORISE COMPUTER has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECRETARY, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77366444 or 
KHALIFA1002@GMAIL.COM
GOLD DUST CLEANING SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33361701 or GOLDDUST.BH@GMAIL.COM
GRAND TIGER FOR MECHANICAL AND 
INDUSTRIAL B.S.C. CLOSED has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17620672 or 
SKDGRPCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON ASST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
ESMAELY LENZOHM ELECTRICAL CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830909 or info@esmaelylenzohm.com
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17737000 or h.s.m1111@gmail.com
TAMCON CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36636624 or 
h.bukhamas@tamcon.bh
TAMCON CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36636624 or h.bukhamas@tamcon.bh

URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17534342 or 
sajilnath@urbaser.com
BDC MANPOWER SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17180530 or mona.alnokhedha@bas.
com.bh
Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17212471 or 
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
MOROOJ MAY CAFETRIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37381111 or 
FOODWORD.WLL@GMAIL.COM
RESTAURANT LEGEND ABU SHEHAB has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34042266 or UMALI7UBAIL@GMAIL.COM
SEVEN HILLS SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39697979 or 
HASSAN800@GMAIL.COM
ALJALBOOT FISH RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36363936 or 
daytona@daytonabh.com
EAGLE FOR SAFE AND SECURITY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17270140 or alialtmimi@yahoo.com
Air resources limited - forreign branch has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CUSTOMER 
SERVICES COORDINATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33626221 or salwa.
albalushi@aiswift.com
ALMOASHER CAFETERIA - BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33448868 or MHMD_
ALARADI@LIVE.COM
LEOTECH TRADING CO. WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
EXECUTIVE REPRESENTATIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38482795 or 
HARISINCHN@GMAIL.COM
AlMansoori Workover Service W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36502555 or 
talshaala@almansoori.biz
TWO CORNERS VALUATION AND 
CLEARANCE has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALES AGENT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33939913 or ATTOOLY@
HOTMAIL.COM
EMAN KEFAH  Line Contracting Bahraini 
Partnership Company has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33044954 or 
alialmdob2@gmail.com
Eventos event management has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ARTIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36003001 or zainab@
gbl-group.co
HASANSHINY CAR WASHING AND 
POLISHING has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34127363 or HASSANSHINY-12-24@
HOTMAIL.COM
CLASSY BOUTIQUE 2 has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33326167 or 
TABASSUM.AKBAR@HOTMAIL.COM
SEVENS HOTELS & RESORTS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 16666661 or hrm@sevensholding.com
SEVENS HOTELS & RESORTS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
16666661 or hrm@sevensholding.com
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17534342 or 
sajilnath@urbaser.com
FOZIA ABDULREHMAN OMAR HAYAT 
MOHAMMAD HAYAT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35457897 or 
TAHIRMAHMOOD0788@YAHOO.COM
The Arch Hotel W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of KITCHEN AIDE, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17116611 or CORP@
DADABAI.COM
ALRAYYAN 2 GATE AUTO SPARE PARTS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36665448 or ALSHAIKH619@YAHOO.COM
AMEERA KHALIL RADHI EST has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36438790 or 
AMIRA2022AMIRAAA@GMAIL.COM
AMEERA KHALIL RADHI EST has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36438790 or AMIRA2022AMIRAAA@GMAIL.COM
Mago Restaurant W L L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66668822 or 
OKHALID848@GMAIL.COM
Tsinx Environment Technology W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34446520 or GOUJIA@TSINX.COM
ALTURATH TOWN FOR CARPENTRY AND 
ALUMINUM has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34337737

AL Hababi trading co. w.l.l has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34436666 or 
GULFHTSA@GMAIL.COM
Dost CONSTRUCTION CO. W L L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36344486 or 
DOST77MUHAMMAD@GMAIL.COM
Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17212471 or 
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
ALMERAH INTEGRATED SERVICES 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34332333 or 
ALFWAZ101@HOTMAIL.COM
DARMAN CARGO COMPANY WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17642816 or 
DARMAN.CARGO@YAHOO.COM
THE LAUNDRY HOUSE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17000073
FRESH TECH AIR CONDITIONING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36907579 or buttsam901@gmail.com
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(CLOSED) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700888 or NASSERAB@BATELCO.COM.BH
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON ASST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
ESMAELY LENZOHM ELECTRICAL CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830909 or info@esmaelylenzohm.com
NEW AROOB PLAZA W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33487580 or 
ABURISHAL.BH@GMAIL.COM
IMRAN ELECTRONIC W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33043618 or IMRAN.
SAHER2@GMAIL.COM
SPECIAL HEADBAND LUXURY MENS 
ACCESSORIES AND TAILORING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77900041 or 
ALMUMIZ.VIP@GMAIL.COM
THE BUTCHERS KNIFE RESTURANT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39001001 or 
ABDULLALUTFALLA@HOTMAIL.COM
Terratest Bahrain W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR (SITE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39442002 or 
HR@KAZEROONIGROUP.COM
Azmeel General Trading W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17786845 or 
danish@azmeelgt.com
BENT ALNEEL BEAUTY CENTER W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34449931 or EIMODE.1984@GMAIL.COM
EAST FANTANA  FABRICATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33104078 or 
EASTFANTANA@GMAIL.COM
HONOUR BUSINESS SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39100597 or HONOURBUSINESS.BH@
GMAIL.COM
ZELLA MAQABAH RESTAURANT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33328444 or zellabah.@GMAIL.COM
NFOTECQ  MAINTENANCE AND FINISHING 
WORK W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17322608 or KABEER601@GMAIL.COM
HASAD ALARD GENERAL TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66349666 or YH66349666@GMAIL.COM
IMPEX TELECOMS . W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38044888 or 
BASSELTELECOMS@GMAIL.COM
PARACHINAR CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38772857 or ABDULKARIM11423@GMAIL.COM
ALAMAL LAND  UPHOLSTERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36669956 or 
MUB1978MMM@GMAIL.COM
CELTIC W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35603025 or TIJOMICHAEL@GMAIL.COM
ARTISTA DECOR has a vacancy for the 
occupation of GYPSUM CARVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39322133 or 
HAMZA.SHEHAB80@GMAIL.COM
LUXURY COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
EST has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35418281 or SYEDNAVEED0011@
GMAIL.COM
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON ASST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com

VACANCIES
AVAILABLE
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Kvitova wins battle of Wimbledon 
champions at Adelaide
AFP | Adelaide 

Petra Kvitova won the battle 
of Wimbledon champions 

on Monday at Adelaide Inter-
national II, outserving Elena 
Rybakina who has crashed ear-
ly in two tournaments leading 
into next week’s Australian 
Open.

Two-time Wimbledon win-
ner Kvitova beat the current 
All England Club champion 
6-3, 7-5 in round one, exacting 
a measure of revenge.

Russia’s 23rd-ranked Ry-
bakina won their first head-
to-head meeting last year in 
Ostrava.

World number 16 Kvitova 
never faced a break point in 
86 minutes, while breaking 
Rybakina at the tail end of each 
set to move safely through.

“I tried to play faster than 
Elena,” said Kvitova, who won 
Wimbledon in 2011 and 2014.

“She played really great (in 
Ostrava), it was a good match 
and I know that she’s serving 
really well.

“I was focusing on my serve 
and I was trying to wait for 
some chances to break her.”

There are two ATP-WTA 

Adelaide Internationals this 
month, with Novak Djokovic 
and Aryna Sabalenka winning 
the titles in week one.

I tried to play faster 
than Elena. She 

played really great (in 
Ostrava), it was a good 
match and I know that 

she’s serving really 
well

PETRA KVITOVA

‘Frenemies’ Djokovic and Kyrgios to play practice match before Australian Open
AFP | Melbourne

Novak Djokovic and Nick 
Kyrgios will rekindle their 

bromance by playing a prac-
tice match before the Aus-
tralian Open, giving the latter 
a chance to stretch his legs 
before the year’s first Grand  
Slam.

Kyrgios, ranked 22nd in the 
world and runner-up at last 
year’s Wimbledon, has not 
played since October. He missed 
the United Cup and also pulled 
out of warm-up tournaments 
due to an ankle injury.

Australian Open organisers 
said “tennis’ most famous fren-
emies” will play each other at 

Rod Laver Arena on Friday.
Djokovic had said last week 

that he had discussed playing 
a practice match with Kyrgios, 
adding that the Australian want-
ed shorter sets.

The pair were once at log-
gerheads and had a frosty rela-
tionship when Kyrgios labelled 
Djokovic “boneheaded” and a 
“tool”.

But Kyrgios defended the 
Serbian when he was detained 
and then deported ahead of last 
year’s Australian Open, lead-
ing to an unexpected friend-
ship blossoming between the 
two ahead of the Wimbledon 
final where Djokovic won in 
four sets.

Novak Djokovic poses with the trophy after winning the Wimbledon men’s 
singles final alongside runner up Nick Kyrgios (file photo)
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Bahrain handball team wrap up friendly tournament in Spain

• Nationals now head 
for final lead-up to 
world championships, 
co-hosted by Poland 
and Sweden

• Worlds begin 
tomorrow, Bahrainis 
to play first game on 
Friday against African 
giants Tunisia

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s senior men’s na-
tional handball team have 

concluded their participation 
in the Torneo Internacional de 
Espana and are now set for their 
final lead-up to the 28th Inter-
national Handball Federation 
(IHF) Men’s Handball World 
Championship, which is sched-
uled to begin on Wednesday.

The nationals lost all three of 
their games in the friendly tour-
nament, first bowing to Argen-
tina 27-31, then losing to hosts 

Spain 21-34, before completing 
the competition with a 24-27 
loss to Romania.

At the end of the tournament, 
Bahrain Handball Association 
president Ali Issa presented 
Royal Spanish Handball Fed-
eration president Francisco V 
Blazquez Garcia a commemo-
rative souvenir in appreciation 
of the hosts.

The Bahrainis are now head-
ed for the worlds, which are 
to be co-hosted by Poland and 
Sweden. The nationals are in 
Group H, which will be played 
at Malmo Arena in the Swedish 
city of Malmo.

Bahrain’s first fixture will be 
against Tunisia on Friday. They 
then play Denmark on Sunday 
before closing out the first stage 

on Tuesday next week against 
Belgium.

The Bahrainis are one of 32 
national teams from five con-
federations competing in the 
event. They have been divided 
into eight groups for the tourna-
ment’s preliminary stage.

After a single round-robin, 
the top three teams from each of 
the eight groups move on to the 
main round, where they will be 
divided into four further groups 
of six teams apiece.

The other eight squads will 
vie for the President’s Cup.

Bahrain head coach Aron 
Kristjansson from Iceland has 19 
players for the worlds. They in-
clude long-time skipper Hussain 
Al Sayyad, Mohammed Mirza, 
Ali Mirza, Jassim Al Salatna, 
Mohammed Abdulhussain, Mo-
hammed Habib Mohammed, Ali 
Eid, Hasan Alsamaheeji, Ahmed 
Fadhul, Mohammed Ali, Hassan 
Mirza, Komail Mahfoodh, Hes-
ham Ahmed Isa, Qassim Qam-
bar, Abdulla Alzaimoor, Mujtaba 
Alzaimoor, Mahmood Hussain 
Mohammed, Muntadher Ebra-
him Ali and Abdulla Ali.

Petra Kvitova reacts after winning 
a point Ali Issa, left, presents a commemorative national team shirt to Francisco V 

Blazquez Garcia, centre, in the presence of Bahrain national team official Ismail 
Baqer

River stone available for sale, contact 3954 6663

C L A S S I F I E D S

Used ‘Spacemaker’ portable cabins available for sale. Contact 39546663.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, ABDUL RAHMAN MAYYALA S/O ALIKUNHI ABDUL KADER holding 
Indian Passport No:- K8412260 dated 06/03/2013 issued at BAHRAIN 
having permanent residence at (full address in India):-CHAMATHADUKA 
HOUSE, PO. DELAMPADY ,VIA MULLERIA, KASARAGOD,KERALA, 
671543  presently residing at (full address in Bahrain) FLAT 1, BLD 1149, 
ROAD 532, MANAMA CENTER  305 , will henceforth be known as (Given 
name)  ABDUL RAZAK  (Surname) ALIKUNHI. Objection(s) if any, may be 
forwarded to Embassy of India, P.O Box 26106, Bldg 1090, Road 2819, Block 
428, Al Seef, Kingdom of Bahrain.

Manama edge Al Sadd in 
West Asian basketball

Bahrain league champions claim hard-earned overtime win against Qataris in Gulf sub-zone  
game of FIBA West Asia Super League

• Charles Wayne Garcia 
makes one of two free-
throws with one second 
to go in regulation 
to force overtime

TDT | Manama

Manama eked out a hard-
earned 99-94 victory 
in overtime over Al 

Sadd of Qatar in their Gulf sub-
zone contest of the FIBA West 
Asia Super League (WASL).

The game was played at the Al 
Gharafa Sports Club Multi-Pur-
pose Hall in Doha.

Manama’s Charles Wayne 
Garcia made one of two free-
throws with one second to go 
in regulation to force the extra 
five-minute session.

There, the Bahrainis were 
able to pull away from their 

opponents with baskets from 
American Elijah Robinson and 
standout national team guard 
Mustafa Hussain to peg the final  
score.

The result earned Manama 
their second win in three tries 
in their WASL Gulf group. They 
previously lost to Kuwait Club at 

home after opening their tour-
nament bid with a win over Al 
Nasr Riyadh from Saudi Arabia.

Hasan Nowrooz led six Ma-
nama players in double figures 
with 20 points, while Hussain 
added 18 and Robinson 14. Lam-
onte Ulmer chipped in with 11 
while Garcia and Ahmed Alder-

azi finished with 10 apiece.
Vander Lee Blue II had 27 

points for Sadd while Babacar 

Dieng had 23 in the loss.
It was a tightly contested game 

throughout, with neither team 

building leads of more than sev-
en points.

Hussain buried a three-point-
er to beat the buzzer to give Ma-
nama a 44-41 lead at the half, 
and then they went up 65-60 
heading into the final canto. 
Omar Mohamed Saad buried a 
go-ahead triple with seven sec-
onds to go to give Sadd a slim 
86-85 advantage, which paved 
the way for Garcia’s tying charity 
shot to force overtime.

Manama are back on the hard-
wood for WASL action on 23 Jan-
uary when they take on Nasr in 
the return affair at home.

The WASL is a new basket-
ball competition sanctioned by 
FIBA, the sport’s global govern-
ing body. Manama are one of 16 
teams in the inaugural edition. 
They are in Group B of the Gulf 
sub-zone alongside Sadd, Nasr 
and Kuwait. The Bahrainis will 
be facing each of the three sides 
in home-and-away contests.

Muharraq rout Isa Town
Muharraq routed Isa Town 

99-69 last night in their 
week 16 game of the 2022/2023 
Zain Bahrain Basketbal l 
League, played at Zain Basket-
ball Arena in Um Al Hassam.

The victors built a comforta-
ble 28-14 lead at the end of the 
first quarter and then enjoyed 
their biggest advantage of 39 in 
the second half. They stretched 
their advantage with a 34-17 
third period.

American professional Tony 
Mitchell top scored for the 
winners with 35 points, while 
Bader Abdulla Malabes add-
ed 24 markers, firing in six 
three-pointers in the process.

Oumar Barry had 25 for Isa 

Town.
With the result, Muharraq 

claimed their 10th win to go 
with four losses, while Isa 
Town suffered their league-
worst 13th loss.

Manama’s Ali Hussain posts up against Faisal Nabil Abuissa

Muharraq’s Tony Mitchell goes for 
a fadeaway as he is guarded by Isa 
Town’s Jehad Ahmed



Mbappe defends ‘legend’ Zidane amid ‘disrespectful’ FFF boss comments
AFP | Paris

Kylian Mbappe blasted as 
“disrespectful” comments 

made by the head of the French 
football federation (FFF) con-
cerning former international 
Zinedine Zidane with the PSG 
superstar describing his fellow 
World Cup winner as a “leg-
end”.

“Zinedine Zidane, I wouldn’t 
even have taken his call on the 
phone,” FFF president Noel Le 
Graet quipped dismissively in 
an interview on French radio 
when asked whether Zidane 

had called him to express an 
interest in taking over as coach 
from Didier Deschamps.

Deschamps’ contract expired 
after the World Cup in Qatar 
where reigning champions 
France lost to Argentina in a 
penalty shootout after a thrilling 

final on December 18.
However, Deschamps on Sat-

urday signed a new deal until 
the 2026 World Cup.

Asked whether Zidane, who 
won the 1998 World Cup as a 
player alongside Deschamps 
and was a runner-up in 2006, 
had called him in recent days, Le 
Graet dismissed the former Real 
Madrid coach as having been a 
potential candidate.

“I wouldn’t even have taken 
his call,” Le Graet said. “To tell 
him what? ‘Hello sir, don’t wor-
ry, look for another club, I just 
agreed a contract with Didier’.”

Messi and Ronaldo to meet in friendly between PSG and Saudi select
AFP | Riyadh

Lionel  Messi  and Paris 
Saint-Germain will play a 

friendly against a select side 
made up of players from Cris-
tiano Ronaldo’s new club Al 
Nassr and their Saudi rivals 
Al Hilal in Riyadh on January 
19, the French champions an-
nounced yesterday.

PSG will travel to Saudi capital 
for the match at the King Fahd 
Stadium which will see Messi 
and Ronaldo renew their rivalry.

Messi returned to training 

with PSG last week after being 
given a fortnight off following 
Argentina’s World Cup triumph 
in Qatar in December.

Meanwhile Ronaldo, who will 
turn 38 in February, recently 
joined Al Nassr after agreeing 
a contract that runs until 2025 
and is reportedly worth more 
than 200 million euros ($214m).

His arrival at Al Nassr, who 
are coached by Frenchman Rudi 
Garcia, comes as Saudi Arabia 

seeks to improve the profile of 
football in the country ahead 
of a possible joint bid to host 
the 2030 World Cup along with 
Greece and Egypt.

Ronaldo and Messi have dom-
inated the sport over the last 15 
years, winning the Ballon d’Or 
12 times between them.

Their rivalry grew during 
nine years in which they came 
up against each other in Spain, 
when Messi was starring for 

Barcelona and Ronaldo for Real 
Madrid.

Riyadh clubs Al Hilal and Al 
Nassr are Saudi Arabia’s two 
most successful sides.

PSG have made a habit of trav-
elling to Qatar in winter since 
the Gulf state bought the club 
in 2011.

However, this trip comes de-
spite the Ligue 1 leaders having 
a French Cup tie scheduled for 
the weekend of January 21 and 
22 against lower-league oppo-
nents yet to be determined.

Real Madrid’s coach Zinedine Zidane 
beside PSG’s Kylian Mbappe during a 
match (file photo)

Juventus’ Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo (L) walks past Barcelona’s 
Argentinian forward Lionel Messi (file photo)

Loeb poised to lead another Dakar 
charge by Bahrain Raid Xtreme

Al Nasser manager Garcia presents French star with Cristiano Ronaldo shirt on visit to BRX in Saudi

• Loeb pursues another 
stage win in his BRX 
Prodrive Hunter when 
the rally resumes today

TDT | Manama

Sebastien Loeb is ready to 
lead another charge by 
Bahrain Raid Xtreme in 

the Dakar Rally, with a prized 
Al Nassr shirt carrying the 
name of superstar signing Cris-
tiano Ronaldo safely tucked  
away.

The shirt was presented to 
Loeb by Rudi Garcia, manag-
er of Ronaldo’s new Saudi Pro 
League club Al Nassr, when he 
paid a visit to the BRX team at the 
end of the eighth stage from Al 
Duwadimi to Riyadh on Sunday 
evening. 

Garcia then stepped inside 
the cockpit of Loeb’s BRX Prod-
rive Hunter to check out the 
car which the nine-time World 
Rally Champion and co-driver 
Fabian Lurquin had earlier taken 
to their second stage victory of 

the 45th Dakar Rally in Saudi 
Arabia.

It was also the fourth day in a 
row that three Prodrive Hunters 
had finished in the top ten, with 
Guerlain Chicherit and Alex 
Winocq taking sixth and Vai-
dotas Zala with Paulo Fiuza in  
10th.

The result maintained a pow-
erful climb up the rankings by 
Loeb following a succession 

of punctures and misfortunes 
which had dropped him from 
overall contention.

“It was a very good day, and a 
good way to end the first week,” 
said Loeb. “The feeling with the 
car was so good. It’s really nice 
to be like this in the car, I have 
to say.”

With yesterday being a rest 

day in the Dakar, Loeb will be 
looking for another stage win, 
and more valuable World Ral-
ly-Raid Championship points, 
when the rally resumes with the 
358km ninth stage from Riyadh 
to Haradh today.

Guerlain Chicherit, the win-
ner last Tuesday, and Zala, also 
aim to be in the hunt for stage 
honours as the rally continues 
on its 8,550km overall journey 

to the finish in Dammam on 
Sunday.

The 67-strong BRX team in 
Saudi is helping drive alternative 
solutions for motorsport. The 
three Hunters being prepared 
for more action in Riyadh yes-
terday run on Prodrive EcoPow-
er biofuel created by Coryton 
from sustainable sources. This 
produces 80% less CO2 than  
petrol.
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It was a very good day, 
and a good way to end 

the first week. The 
feeling with the car was 
so good. It’s really nice 

to be like this in the car, 
I have to say

SEBASTIEN LOEB

As the coach of Al Nassr, 
I cannot be happy 

with this match. For 
development, to see 
PSG, to see the great 

Parisian players, indeed 
it is a good thing. But 

we have a championship 
game three days later

RUDI GARCIA

Zidane is France, we 
don’t disrespect the 

legend like that... 
KYLIAN MBAPPE

Ronaldo and Messi 
have dominated the 
sport over the last 15 

years, winning the 
Ballon d’Or 12 times 

between them

KNOW

BETTER

Al Nassr manager Rudi Garcia presents a Cristiano Ronaldo shirt to Sebastien Loeb Guerlain Chicherit and Alex Winocq in their Prodrive Hunter

With yesterday being a 
rest day in the Dakar, 
Loeb will be looking 

for another stage win, 
and more valuable 
World Rally-Raid 

Championship points, 
when the rally re-

sumes with the 358km 
ninth stage from Ri-

yadh to Haradh today

KNOW

BETTER

Roberto Martinez named 
new Portugal coach
Reuters | Lisbon

Former Belgium coach Rob-
erto Martinez has been 

named the new manager of 
Portugal’s national squad, the 
country’s football federation 
(FPF) said yesterday.

“I appreciate the enthusiasm 
and ambition with which he 
(Martinez) received the invita-
tion,” FPF President Fernando 

Gomes told a news conference 
as Martinez stood next to him. 
“This is an important moment 
for the national team”

Martinez,  from Spain, 
stepped down as Belgium’s 
coach following his side’s 
World Cup group stage exit, 
saying he had made the deci-
sion to end his six-year ten-
ure some time ago and would 
have left even if they had been 
crowned champions.

Portugal coach Roberto Martinez 
during the presentationMartinez, from 

Spain, stepped down 
as Belgium’s coach fol-
lowing his side’s World 
Cup group stage exit, 
saying he had made 

the decision to end his 
six-year tenure some 
time ago and would 

have left even if they 
had been crowned 

champions



Wales captain Bale announces 
end of playing career
Reuters | London

Wales and Los Angeles 
FC winger Gareth Bale 

said yesterday he had decided 
to end his playing career at the 
age of 33.

Bale played a Wales record 
of 111 games for his country 
and was a five-time Champi-
ons League winner with Real 
Madrid. He helped the Welsh 
reach the 2016 and 2020 Euros 
before leading them in their 
first World Cup since 1958 at 
Qatar 2022.

“After careful and thought-
ful consideration, I announce 
my immediate retirement from 
club and international foot-
ball,” Bale said on Twitter.

“I feel incredibly fortunate 
to have realised my dream of 
playing the sport I love. It has 
truly given me some of the best 
moments of my life.

“The highest of highs over 
17 seasons, that will be impos-
sible to replicate, no matter 
what the next chapter has in 
store for me.”

Bale started his senior ca-
reer at then Championship 
side Southampton, which in-
troduced the 17-year-old to 
professional football before he 
moved to Tottenham Hotspur 
two years later.

After six seasons in the Pre-
mier League, Bale was signed 
by Real Madrid for a fee re-
ported by British media as a 
world record of 100 million 
euros ($107.45 million).

“From my very first touch at 

Southampton to my last with 
LAFC and everything in be-
tween, shaped a club career 
that I have an immense pride 
and gratitude for,” Bale added.

“Playing for and captaining 
my country 111 times has truly 
been a dream come true.”

The player released a sepa-
rate statement to bid farewell 
to the Welsh fans and team, 
saying his decision to retire 
from international football had 
been “by far the hardest of my 
career.”

BRAVE CF announces Fighter 
of The Year nominees for 2022
• Katona, Bandel, 
Lutterbach, Almabaev, 
Hanekom make the list

TDT | Manama

BRAVE Combat Federation has 
announced the nominees 

to one of its most prestigious 
awards: BRAVE CF 2022 Fighter 
of the Year. BRAVE CF gladiators 
did not make it easy this time as 
copious amounts of stars argued 
a compelling case who should 
earn the title of the most-glob-
al promotion’s elite fighter for 
2022.

BRAVE CF Bantamweight 
champion Brad Katona silenced 
many critics when he erased all 
doubts about him being the king 
of the division. Katona handled 
his business with big wins over 
Bahrain’s Hamza Kooheji and 
his training partner Gamzat Ma-
gomedov to earn and retain the 
135-pound belt this year.

Former number-three ranked 
Super Welterweight Marcin 
Bandel did not waste any time 
this year. The Pole beat Bra-
zil’s Luis Felipe Dias via unani-
mous decision before shocking 
the world with an incredible 
armbar over crowd favorite 
and number-two ranked Super 
Welterweight Ismail Naurdi-
ev to earn the vacant BRAVE CF 

175-pound title.
Brazi l ’s  Joi l ton Lutter-

bach came in and rocked the 
show from day one. His first 
show-stopping event was when 
he was called in as a late re-
placement to fight the former 
number-one ranked Super 
Lightweight and Germany’s 
Marcel Grabinski. Lutterbach 
quickly proved that he is more 
than just a filler-fighter when 

he stopped Grabinski via strikes 
in the first round of their BRAVE 
CF 61 main event fight. He then 
sent a strong message to the 
undisputed Super Lightweight 
champion, Eldar Eldarov, after 
he TKO’d the dangerous Moldo-
van, Mihail Cotruta in the first 
round of their BRAVE CF 68 bout 
last year. 

Kazakhstan’s Asu Almabaev 
reminded BRAVE Nation fans 

why he is set for great things in 
the BRAVE CF Flyweight division 
when he recorded three wins 
(one stoppage and two deci-
sions) in 2022. His all-out action 
is a must for global fans, and 
his last submission (rear-naked 
choke) win over the Philippines’ 
Kenneth Maningat highlight-
ed his plans of dominating the 
125-pound division and wrap-
ping that vacant belt around 
his waist.

Last - but not least - South Af-
rica’s Chad Hanekom convinced 
the world that he would never 
let a title shot slip through his 
hands again. After suffering that 
disappointing BRAVE CF Middle-
weight title loss in South Africa, 
Hanekom has been on a warpath 
to secure his status as the king 
of the 185-pound division. This 
year he came back with a venge-
ance as he dominated Mateusz 
Janur over three rounds before 
the number-two-ranked South 
African ended the year with a 
bang with a colossal “hellbow” 
over the dangerous South Kore-
an In Jae La at BRAVE CF 66 in 
November.
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Bahrain ‘focused on next game’ 
in Gulf Cup title-defence

Head coach Helio Sousa stresses that defending champions are taking things one game at a time as they next take on Qatar in 
25th Arab Gulf Cup in Basra, Iraq

• Bahrain to clash with 
Qatar at 7.15pm at Al 
Minaa Olympic Stadium

• UAE and Kuwait to 
face off in other Group B 
match starting at 4.15pm

TDT | Manama

Bahrain are taking their 
title-defence one game at 
a time at the 25th Arab 

Gulf Cup, says head coach He-
lio Sousa as they get set to face 
off with Qatar in their second 
Group B fixture of the tourna-
ment tonight.

Speaking in his pre-match 
Press conference yesterday, 
Sousa said that the nationals 
are not looking too far ahead in 
the competition, in which they 
are the defending champions, 
but are focused solely on their 
upcoming opponents.

“We are focused on the next 
game; not thinking right now 

on the title,” Sousa stressed. “We 
are taking it game by game be-
fore we get the chance to fight 
for the title again.

“One game went our way, as 
we wanted and as we prepared 
to do it, but we know that we are 
now facing a strong team with 
good quality players.

“They will bring different 
problems than Emirates.”

The Bahrainis defeated the 
UAE 2-1 in their opening con-
test last Saturday, while the 
Qataris were also winners in 

their first outing, beating Kuwait  
2-0.

“We are thinking mostly of 
ourselves as always and pre-
paring for the next game to win 
again,” Sousa added.

“If we win, we will be more 
near to reach the next stage of 
the competition, and more near 
to fight for the title again. But 
mostly it is the next game we 
are more concerned about at this 
moment.”

Sousa said that his side felt 
added pressure in their game 
against the Emiratis, being the 
reigning title-holders.

“It is always difficult the first 

games of short competitions, 
but this time it was even more 
so because it was the first time 
as a team that we were winners 
of the previous competition, and 
that makes it different for sure,” 
Sousa explained. “Expectations 
are on us and the players.”

The Portuguese tactician said 
that while the national team 
has shown great development 

over the last few years, there 
is still plenty of room for them 
to continue growing—some-
thing they can only achieve  
together.

“The last time Bahrain won 
against the UAE was before 
2010,” he said. “The people see 
us as very good, but we are not 
so strong yet as the results some-
times show.

“We need to be consistent 
to be as strong as some of the 
other teams around us. But 
that shows the development 
that is being made, and all of us 
on the Bahrain national team 
must support the guys who are 
doing a fantastic job, and give 
them a good bed for them to 
lay down and be better for the  
future,

“That, we can only do it all to-
gether, all wishing for the same 
side.”

Bahrain’s match with Qatar 
tonight is scheduled for a 7.15pm 
kick-off, Bahrain time, at Al Mi-
naa Olympic Stadium in Basra. 
Prior to the game, the UAE and 
Kuwait face off at 4.15pm.

The last match day in Group 
B is then scheduled for Friday, 
when Bahrain take on Kuwait at 
Basra International Stadium and 
Qatar face the UAE at Al Minaa, 
both kicking off simultaneously 
at 6pm.

The top two teams move on to 
the semi-finals on Monday next 
week, with the final scheduled 
for 19 January.

We are focused on the 
next game; not thinking 

right now on the title. 
We are taking it game 
by game before we get 
the chance to fight for 

the title again
HELIO SOUSA

Bahrain players warming up during their training yesterday

Helio Sousa speaks during his pre-
game Press conference yesterday
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I feel incredibly 
fortunate to have 

realised my dream 
of playing the sport I 

love. It has truly given 
me some of the best 
moments of my life. 
The highest of highs 
over 17 seasons, that 
will be impossible to 
replicate, no matter 

what the next chapter 
has in store for me

GARETH BALE

Fighter of The Year
Brad Katona

Marcin Bandel

Joilton Lutterbach
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