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Byzantine General Belisarius enters 
Rome while the Ostrogothic gar-
rison peacefully leaves the city, re-
turning the old capital to its empire

Frederick II (later 
also Holy Roman Em-
peror) crowned King 
of Germany in Mainz

Douglas Engelbart demonstrates in “The Mother of All Demos” 
the computer system NLS (oN-Line System) to a live audience 
in San Francisco, showcasing for the first time the mouse, word 
processing, windows, hypertext links, video conferencing, re-
al-time collaboration, and other modern computing concepts

Lech Wałęsa wins 
the first direct 

presidential 
election in Poland
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I am deeply concerned 
by the attempt to un-

constitutionally seize 
power in Benin. I con-
demn any attempt to 
undermine democratic 
governance in Benin, 
which could also further 
threaten the stability of 
the region. I call for full 
respect for the rule of 
law & the Constitution.

@antonioguterres

It is a matter of immense 
joy that the 20th Ses-

sion of UNESCO’s Com-
mittee on Intangible 
Cultural Heritage has 
commenced in India. 
This forum has brought 
together delegates from 
over 150 nations with a 
vision to protect and pop-
ularise our shared living 
traditions

@narendramodi

We asked for vol-
unteers to pack 

the parcels. We needed 
2,000 volunteers. Every-
one rushed to participate, 
and more than 20,000 
volunteers registered in 
the campaign within a 
week. This is the people 
of the Emirates.

@HHShkMohd

I was pleased to meet 
my brother, Prince 

Mohammed bin Salman, 
and to have our discus-
sions at the Joint Coor-
dination Council meet-
ing, which represents an 
important opportunity 
to review the prospects 
of the bilateral strategic 
partnership between our 
two countries.

@TamimBinHamad

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u The United States, Israel 
and Qatar held a trilateral meeting 
in New York Sunday, a senior White 
House official told AFP, months after 
Israeli jets conducted an airstrike in 
Doha, unsuccessfully targeting Hamas 
leadership. The White House official 
confirmed that the meeting had taken 
place but did not provide any further 
details. Two sources told US news outlet 
Axios it was “the highest level meeting 
between the countries since the deal to end 
the war in Gaza, for which Qatar served as 
a key mediator.” Axios also reported White House envoy Steve Witkoff hosted 
the meeting, with Mossad spy chief David Barnea representing Israel and an 
unnamed senior Qatari official in attendance. On Saturday, Qatar and Egypt both 
called for the withdrawal of Israeli troops and the deployment of an international 
stabilization force to fully implement the fragile agreement to end the conflict in 
Gaza.

u US President Donald Trump commented 
Sunday on Netflix’s effort to acquire storied Hollywood 
studio Warner Bros., saying the streaming giant already 
has “a very large market share” and “it could be a 
problem.” “I’ll be involved in that decision,” Trump said 
upon arriving at the Kennedy Center Honors awards 
ceremony, referring to the decision facing federal 

regulators weighing the nearly $83 billion deal that has raised antitrust concerns 
and ire among Hollywood’s elite. Trump also lavished praise on Netflix co-CEO 
Ted Sarandos, who recently visited the White House, saying “he’s done one of the 
greatest jobs in the history of movies.”

u European Council president Antonio Costa yesterday rejected any 
attempt by the United States to meddle in Europe’s politics, after Washington 
published a new security strategy sharply criticising the continent’s policies. 
“What we cannot accept is the threat to interfere 
in European politics,” Costa told a conference in 
Brussels. The new US National Security Strategy, 
released last week, saw President Donald Trump 
lambast Europe as an over-regulated, censorious 
continent lacking in “self-confidence” and facing 
“civilizational erasure” due to immigration. The 
strategy made clear that the United States under 
Trump would aggressively pursue similar objectives 
in Europe, in line with the agendas of far-right parties. 
It said the administration would be “cultivating 
resistance to Europe’s current trajectory within 
European nations.” “The United States cannot replace 
European citizens in choosing which parties are good and which are bad,” Costa 
said. “The United States cannot replace Europe in what’s its vision is of freedom 
of expression.”

Trump 
airs doubt 
about Netflix 
acquisition of 

Warner Bros.

EU chief says 
Europe cannot 
accept US ‘threat to 

interfere’

Israel, Qatar and 
US hold trilateral 
meeting in New York

In October, the World Bank 
said Syria’s post-war recon-
struction could cost up to 

$216 billion.

KNOW WHAT

Indian star 
acquitted 
in high-
profile rape, 
abduction 
case
AFP | Bengaluru, India

An Indian court yester-
day acquitted a film 

star of criminal charges 
over accusations he was 
involved in a high-profile 
case of the rape and abduc-
tion of an actress.

Several others were con-
victed the same day in re-
lation to the case, which 
rocked South India’s Ma-
layalam-language Molly-
wood film industry in 2017 
and led to an investigation 
of allegations of rampant 
sexual harassment in a sec-
tor dominated by powerful 
men.

Gopalakrishnan Pad-
m a n a b h a n ,  t h e  K e r-
ala-based Mollywood actor 
better known by his stage 
name Dileep, was arrested 
in 2017 for allegedly orches-
trating the assault, though 
he denied the charges.

He was imprisoned for 
three months before being 
released on bail.

Judge Honey M. Vargh-
ese announced the verdict 
in a trial court in southern 
Kerala state on Monday, ac-
quitting Dileep while con-
victing six others of rape, 
conspiracy, abduction and 
other offences, Live Law 
legal news media outlet re-
ported.

“The real conspiracy was 
against me,” Dileep, 58, told 
reporters after the verdict 
in comments broadcast by 
local media.

The survivor,  whose 
name has been withheld 
under Indian law, can chal-
lenge the verdict in a higher 
court.

The actress was travel-
ling in a car to dub for a film 
when she was kidnapped 
and assaulted, according to 
local media reports.

France to return smuggled 
dinosaur skeleton to Mongolia

AFP | Paris, France

France was to hand over a 70 
million-year-old dinosaur 

skeleton to Mongolia Mon-
day which was looted from 
the Gobi desert and seized by 
French customs.

The “extremely rare” fossil 
of a Tarbosaurus baatar, con-
sidered to be the Asian cousin 
of the fearsome Tyrannosaurus 
rex, was seized by French offi-
cials in 2015.

Public Accounts Minister 
Amelie de Montchalin was to 
hand it and around 30 other 
items including dinosaur eggs 
over later Monday.

They had been looted from 
the Gobi Desert before pass-
ing through South Korea and 
were confiscated by customs 

during a seizure in the central 
town of Gannat in February 
2015.

“This is an entire Tarbo-
saurus, estimated at around 
700,000 euros when it was 
seized, but since then the mar-
ket has exploded, so we could 
say it is worth two to three 
times that amount today,” So-
phie Hocquerelle, communica-
tions manager for French cus-
toms, told France 2 television 
on Sunday.

S h e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
f ind  as  “an  except ional  
discovery”.

Tarbosaurus bataar lived 
during the Cretaceous period 
and disappeared some 65 mil-
lion years ago.

There have been no speci-
mens of T.bataar reported out-
side of Asia.

Minister of Culture, Sports, Tourism and Youth of Mongolia Undram Chinbat 
(C-L) and France’s Public Accounts Minister Amelie de Montchalin (C-R) 
listen to a National Museum of Natural History (MNHN) paleontology expert 
(L) during the handover

An areal photograph shows people celebrating a year since the ousting of longtime ruler Bashar al-Assad in the Syrian capital 
Damascus

Tens of thousands celebrate as Syria 
marks one year since Assad’s ouster

The war killed more than half a million people

• Sharaa’s Islamist-led 
alliance took Damascus 
on December 8 after 
nearly 14 years of war

AFP | Damascus, Syria

Tens of thousands took to 
the streets across Syria 
yesterday to celebrate a 

year since the toppling of long-
time ruler Bashar al-Assad, with 
President Ahmed al-Sharaa urg-
ing people to unite to rebuild the 
country.

Sharaa’s Islamist-led alliance 
launched a lightning offensive in 
late November last year and took 
Damascus on December 8 after 
nearly 14 years of war, ending 
more than five decades of Assad 
family rule.

Military personnel marched 
in Damascus as helicopters flew 
overhead with Sharaa and sever-
al ministers in attendance, state 
media reported. Parades and 
large celebrations were also held 
in other major cities including 
Aleppo.

Sharaa is expected to speak 
later Monday.

The war, which erupted in 
2011 with the then-government’s 
brutal crackdown on democracy 
protests, killed more than half 
a million people and displaced 
millions from their homes.

Jubilant crowds thronged the 
streets of the capital, many peo-
ple waving Syrian flags, AFP cor-
respondents said, after mosques 
in the Old City began the day 
broadcasting celebratory prayers 
at dawn. “What happened over 

the past year seems like a mir-
acle,” said Iyad Burghol, 44, a 
doctor, noting major develop-
ments including President Don-
ald Trump’s embrace of Sharaa, 
a former jihadist who once had a 
US bounty on his head.

After years of war and econom-
ic crisis, people need basics like 
electricity “but the most impor-
tant thing to me is civil peace”, 
Burghol told AFP.

Sharaa has made progress 
abroad like restoring Syria’s in-
ternational standing and winning 
sanctions relief, but he faces ma-

jor challenges at home including 
gaining people’s trust, guarantee-
ing security, rebuilding institu-
tions and keeping his fractured 
country united.

“The current phase requires 
the unification of efforts by all 
citizens to build a strong Syr-
ia, consolidate its stability, 
safeguard its sovereignty, and 
achieve a future befitting the 
sacrifices of its people,” Sharaa 
said following dawn prayers at 
Damascus’s famous Umayyad  
Mosque.

He was wearing military garb 
as he did when he entered the 
capital a year ago.

Indonesia suffers food, medical 
shortages as Asia flood tolls rise

Tropical storms and monsoon rains have pummelled Southeast and South Asia

• 961 people in Aceh, 
North Sumatra and West 
Sumatra had been killed

• Sri Lanka 
deployed thousands 
of extra troops to aid 
recovery efforts

AFP | Jakarta, Indonesia

Regions hit by floods that 
killed hundreds in In-
donesia were suffering 

from food and medical short-
ages, authorities said, as ele-
phants pitched in yesterday to 

help clear up debris.
Tropical storms and monsoon 

rains have pummelled South-
east and South Asia this month, 
triggering landslides and flash 
floods from the rainforests of 
Indonesia’s western Sumatra 
island to highland plantations 
in Sri Lanka.

“Everything is lacking, espe-
cially medical personnel. We 
are short on doctors,” Muzakir 
Manaf, the governor of Indone-
sia’s Aceh province, told report-
ers late Sunday.

Indonesia’s national disaster 
mitigation agency (BNPB) said 
961 people in Aceh, North Su-
matra and West Sumatra had 
been killed, while 293 were 
missing. More than a million 

people were displaced, the 
agency said.

Sri Lanka’s military mean-
while deployed thousands of 
extra troops to aid recovery ef-
forts after a devastating cyclone 
caused a wave of destruction 
and killed 635 people.

In Pidie Jaya, a district in In-
donesia’s Aceh badly affected by 
the floods, four elephants from 
a nearby training centre picked 
up large pieces of rubble with 
their trunks and helped shift 
stuck vehicles.

“We brought four elephants 
to clear the debris from the 
houses of the communities that 
were swept away by the flood,” 
Hadi Sofyan, the head of a local 
conservation agency, told AFP.

“Our target is to clean the de-
bris near the residents’ houses 
so they can access their homes,” 
he said, adding the elephants 
would be used for the rest of the 
week. The downpours and sub-
sequent landslides throughout 
western Indonesia have injured 
at least 5,000 people and devas-
tated infrastructure, including 
schools and hospitals.

In the city of Banda Aceh, 
long queues formed for drink-
ing water and fuel, and prices 
of basic commodities such as 
eggs were skyrocketing, an AFP 
correspondent said.

Costs to rebuild after the dis-
aster could run up to 51.82 tril-
lion rupiah ($3.1 billion), the 
BNPB said late Sunday.

An aerial view of members of Indonesia’s Mobile Brigade Corps deploying Sumatran elephants to help clear tree debris following flash floods in Meureudu, Pidie 
Jaya district, Aceh province

WHO says 114 killed in strikes on 
Sudan kindergarten, hospital

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The World Health Organi-
zation said yesterday that 

114 people, including 63 chil-
dren, were killed in “senseless” 
strikes on a hospital and kinder-
garten in Sudan’s South Kordo-
fan state last week.

Local official Essam al-Din 
al-Sayed, head of the Kalogi ad-
ministrative unit, told AFP that 
Thursday’s paramilitary drone 
attack on the army-held town 
hit “first a kindergarten, then a 

hospital and a third time as peo-
ple tried to rescue the children”.

Since April 2023, Sudan’s 
regular army and the paramili-
tary Rapid Support Forces have 
been locked in a conflict that 
has killed tens of thousands and 
displaced nearly 12 million.

Following their late-October 
capture of El-Fasher -- the ar-
my’s last stronghold in western 
Sudan -- the RSF have pushed 
eastward into the oil-rich 
Kordofan region, divided into 
three states.

Four Nepalis among 
25 killed in India’s 
Goa club fire
AFP | New Delhi, India

Four Nepali citizens were 
among the 25 people 

killed in a fire at an Indian 
nightclub in the tourist re-
sort region of Goa, officials 
said yesterday, a day after 
the blaze.

"Deeply saddened by the 
Goa fire tragedy in which 25 
people lost their lives yes-
terday, including four Ne-
pali nationals," Nepal's am-
bassador Shankar P. Sharma 
said in a statement.

The rest of the dead were 
Indian citizens, mainly the 
nightclub's staff, as well as 
holidaymakers from New 
Delhi.

The blaze broke out 
at a club in Arpora in the 
north of the coastal state, 
with officials reporting that 
"electrical firecrackers" had 
sparked the blaze.

Trump says ‘a little bit disappointed’ 
Zelensky has not read peace proposal
AFP | Washington, United 
States

US President Donald Trump 
on Sunday said he felt “a 

little bit disappointed” with 
Ukrainian counterpart Volod-
ymyr Zelensky for not engag-
ing with a plan to end the war 
with Russia.

“So we’ve been speaking 
to President Putin and we’ve 
been speaking to Ukrainian 
leaders -- including Zelen-
sky, President Zelensky 
-- and I have to say 
that I’m a little bit 
disappointed that 
President Zelensky 
hasn’t yet read the 
proposal, that was 
as of a few hours 
ago,” Trump told re-
porters when asked 
on the red carpet for 
t h e   K e n n e d y 
C e n t e r 
Ho n -
ors.

Days of negotiations be-
tween US and Ukrainian of-
ficials, including Zelensky, 
ended Saturday without an ap-
parent breakthrough, though 
Zelensky committed to con-
ducting further talks toward 
“real peace.”

The talks came after US en-
voys Steve Witkoff and Jared 
Kushner met Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin at the 

Kremlin, with Moscow re-
jecting parts of the US 

proposal.
The US plan has 

been through sev-
eral drafts since 

it first emerged 
last month, amid 
criticism it was 

too soft on Rus-
sia, which invaded 
Ukraine in Febru-

ary 2022.

Magnitude 7.6 quake strikes off Japan, 
triggering tsunami warning

AFP | Tokyo, Japan

A major earthquake rocked 
Japan's northern coast yes-

terday, with the country's mete-
orological agency recording two 
40-centimetre tsunami waves 
and local media reporting in-
juries.

The United States Geological 
Survey said the magnitude 7.6 
quake struck at 1415 GMT off Mi-
sawa on Japan's Pacific coast, at a 
depth of 53 kilometres (33 miles).

The Japan Meterological 
Agency issued a tsunami warn-
ing, with a first wave hitting a 
port in the northern region of 
Aomori, where Misawa is locat-
ed, at 11:43 (1443 GMT).

At 11:50 pm, another wave 
reached the town of Urakawa 
town in the Hokkaido region, the 
agency said.

Both waves measured 40 centi-
metres (16 inches), it added.

Public broadcaster NHK cited 
a hotel employee in the city of 
Hachinohe in Aomori as saying 
there had been some injuries, 
with live footage showing shat-
tered glass fragments scattered 

across roads. The quake was also 
felt in the northern hub of Sappo-
ro, where alarms rang on smart-
phones to alert residents.

A reporter for NHK in Hokkai-
do described a horizontal shak-
ing of around 30 seconds that 
made him unable to keep stand-
ing as the earthquake struck.

The meteorological agency 
earlier warned a tsunami of up 
to three metres (10 feet) was 
expected to hit Japan's Pacific 
coast.

Japan sits on top of four major 
tectonic plates along the western 
edge of the Pacific "Ring of Fire" 
and is one of the world's most 

tectonically active countries.
The archipelago, home to 

around 125 million people, expe-
riences around 1,500 jolts every 
year. The vast majority are mild, 
although the damage they cause 
varies according to their loca-
tion and depth below the Earth's 
surface.

Japan recorded a 40-centimetre (16-inch) tsunami after a 7.6-magnitude quake

Members of the Red Crescent and others working for the authorities carry 
away a body bag as the exhumation and transfer of bodies from emergency 
burial sites inside schools, are taken to public cemeteries for burial, in the 
capital Khartoum


