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SIMON WALDMAN 

Despite the hype about a 
potential meeting on the 
sidelines of the United 

Nations between US President 
Donald Trump and his Iranian 
counterpart Hassan Rouhani, the 
tete-a-tete never took place after 
Mr Rouhani apparently refused 
to take Mr Trump’s call.

However, the US and other in-
terested parties should not be 
fooled by Iran playing hardball. 
Behind the obstinacy, rhetoric 
and belligerence, most notably 
last month’s attacks on Saudi 
Arabia’s oil facilities, is a regime 
in serious trouble.

The US policy of “maximum 
pressure” should continue, for 
no other reason than because 
it works. However, in order to 
be more effective, the Trump 
administration needs to take a 
page out of the Barack Obama 
playbook by getting other coun-
tries on board, especially China 
and the Europeans.

Although not expressed in such 
terms now, maximum pressure 
was essentially the Iran policy of 
the Obama administration. From 
2012 onwards, the White House 
managed to lead a crippling in-
ternational sanctions campaign 
in response to Tehran’s drive to-
wards nuclearisation. As a result, 
Iran experienced high levels of 
inflation, unemployment, severe 
trade restrictions and exclusion 
from international financial 
transactions. Not only was the 
Iranian economy crashing but 
the country was internationally 

isolated and there were increas-
ing stirrings of domestic unrest.

Although not constituting re-
gime change, these conditions 
did lead to a change of govern-
ment, with reformist Mr Rouhani 
defeating hardliners in Iran’s 
2013 presidential elections by 
an overwhelming majority. Still, 
Washington and her allies main-
tained pressure and two years 
later, when the five permanent 
members of the UN Security 

Council – the US, Russia, Chi-
na, France, UK – plus Germany, 
were negotiating the details of 
what resulted in the 2015 nuclear 
deal, Tehran was facing the harsh 
reality that it could not fund its 
international proxies, maintain 
its presence in Syria and also 
have an unrestricted nuclear pro-
gramme.

The tragedy of Mr Obama’s 
Iran policy was that it squan-
dered the success of its maxi-

mum pressure policy for what 
turned out to be a worthless 
deal. The deal did not include 
restrictions on missiles or Iran’s 
support for the Assad regime in 
Syria, terrorist groups and proxy 
militias. It also contained a sun-
set provision that allowed Iran to 
increase its uranium enrichment 
after 10 years.

Then US secretary of state 
John Kerry and his undersecre-
tary and chief negotiator Wendy 

A TREE IS KNOWN BY ITS FRUIT; A MAN 
BY HIS DEEDS. A GOOD DEED IS NEVER 
LOST; HE WHO SOWS COURTESY REAPS 
FRIENDSHIP, AND HE WHO PLANTS 
KINDNESS GATHERS LOVE.
SAINT BASIL
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Maximum 
pressure 

remains the 
best policy 

against Tehran
A global consensus will give 

Donald Trump more leverage 
in future talks to make a deal 

actually worth signing

HUSSEIN IBISH

Americans face an historic 
test of their much-vaunt-
ed political freedom. At 

stake are the fundamental norms 
of democratic governance, and the 
outcome is greatly in doubt.

The crisis is both complex and 
extremely simple. Last week, a 
dizzying torrent of revelations 
emerged at an alarming frequency.

But underneath the whirlwind 
of details, Mr Trump stands ac-
cused of leveraging the vast power 
of his office and the weight of US 
foreign policy for personal polit-
ical gain, especially seeking for-
eign investigations against a likely 
2020 election opponent; and of 
soliciting interference in domestic 
politics over several months from 
Ukraine by effectively making 
military aid and potential pres-
idential-level meetings for that 
beleaguered country conditional 
upon investigations into former 
vice president Joe Biden and his 
son Hunter, who once served on 
the board of a Ukrainian energy 
company.

All this is thoroughly docu-
mented in a White House memo, 
a whistleblower complaint and 
text messages between senior 
administration officials. At least 
one additional whistleblower has 
reportedly stepped forward and 
“multiple” others might appar-
ently follow.

The CIA’s head lawyer Courtney 
Simmons Elwood even made a 
criminal referral to the Justice 
Department as far back as August 

14 – a complaint that appears to 
have been summarily dismissed – 
about Mr Trump’s conduct, based 
on the whistleblower’s account.

It is not a question of whether 
Mr Trump did this or even if he 
broke the law. The American sys-
tem must instead determine if he 
abused the powers of his office 
and violated standards of accept-
able presidential conduct.

Meanwhile, not only is there no 
evidence against the Bidens, there 
isn’t even a concrete accusation. 
Mr Trump and his allies speak 
vaguely about “corruption” but 
they offer no specific allegations. 
This is nasty innuendo, apparently 
unsupported by any evidence.

Mr Trump and his aides are 
also fixated on two preposter-
ous conspiracy theories. The first 
holds that Ukraine rather than 
Russia intervened in the 2016 US 
election. The second imagines 
that the Russia investigation was a 
set-up by anti-Trump “deep state” 
US officials working with British, 
Australian and possibly Italian 
agents, who supposedly lured Mr 
Trump’s convicted former aide 
George Papadopoulos into a trap 
laid by Maltese-born academic 
Joseph Mifsud, who has denied 
the accusation.

Chasing after such follies is now 
a key priority of US foreign policy.

Additionally, Mr Trump last 
week publicly urged China to 
investigate the Bidens. He also 
allegedly made similar requests 
of Britain, Australia and Italy 
on these matters. So after years 
of insisting that there was “no 

collusion” between the Trump 
campaign and Russia in 2016, Mr 
Trump is openly attempting collu-
sion with numerous countries for 
2020. Now, as then, his defenders 
claim he is just joking but that is 
absurd.

An enraged Mr Trump has de-
scribed the House of Represent-
atives’ impeachment inquiry as a 
“coup”, branded his critics “trai-
tors” and even warned of “civil 
war” if he is constitutionally and 
lawfully removed from office.

He insists he cannot be crimi-
nally investigated by either Con-
gress or authorities in various US 
states such as New York, where 
prosecutors are trying to exam-
ine his taxes, effectively placing 
himself above the law. And he 

If there is 
no pushback 

against 
Trump’s 

behaviour, 
there will be 
a new set of 
norms and 

expectations 

Where are the checks and balances on those in power?
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Indian Air Force is a 
symbol of valor and 

courage. On Air Force 
Day, I salute our Air 
Force heroes and their 
families. Entire nation is 
proud of your dedication 
and commitment to safe-
guard our motherland.

@AmitShah
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Chris Collins shot 
to fame as the first 

member of Congress to 
endorse Donald Trump 
for president. His sud-
den fall from presidential 
cheerleader to admitted 
liar is a tale of money, 
family ties and murky 
ethics.

@nytimes
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Today, the Trump 
Administration will 

argue to the Supreme 
Court that, in our coun-
try, it should be legal to 
fire someone because of 
their sexual orientation 
or gender identity. This 
is wrong—and we must 
fight back. #RiseUpOct8

@KamalaHarris
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Someone please tell the 
Radical Left Mayor of 

Minneapolis that he can’t 
price out Free Speech. 
Probably illegal! I stand 
strongly & proudly with 
the great Police Officers 
and Law Enforcement 
of Minneapolis and the 
Great State of Minnesota! 
See you Thursday Night!

@realDonaldTrump

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

Sherman did not quite grasp the 
extent to which the sanctions 
were working. With its coffers 
empty and on the verge of col-
lapse, the regime would probably 
not have survived without a deal. 
But with it in place, all Tehran 
had to do was stop spinning a few 
centrifuges and all of a sudden, it 
was in from the cold and able to 
continue financing proxies and 
fermenting regional instability. 
It could also hold westerners 

hostage and lock them away in 
its notorious Evin prison, Iran’s 
modern-day Chateau d’If for-
tress, with impunity.

Since Mr Trump withdrew 
from the nuclear deal in May last 
year and instigated his maximum 
pressure policy, Iran’s econo-
my is once again facing collapse. 
According to the Internation-
al Monetary Fund, by the end 
of this year the economy will 
retract by a massive 6 per cent 
while inflation currently stands 
at 37.2 per cent. Meanwhile un-
employment has crept back up to 
12.2 per cent and looks set to rise. 

To make matters worse, unlike 
the post-2012 period, when oil 
prices were between $90 and 
$100 a barrel, today the cost of 
crude hovers between $50 and 
$60. This is terrible for Iran, 
whose energy reserves fuel its 
economy. In short, the economic 
outlook is catastrophic.

Iran also faces significant in-

ternal discord. Throughout 2017 
and 2018, Iranians took to the 
streets in dozens of cities to pro-
test corruption, bad governance, 
gender inequality, expensive for-
eign entanglements and even the 
regime itself.

However, in order to truly 
exert maximum pressure, Mr 
Trump needs to find some kind of 
accord with China towards Iran. 
This should be a matter for dis-
cussion when US-Chinese trade 
talks resume next week. China 
recently signed a $400 million 
investment deal in Iran’s oil, gas, 
transport and petrochemical in-
frastructure. In return, Beijing 
receives steady supplies of oil 
paid for in its own currency. If 
Tehran loses this vital lifeline, it 
will have no choice but to make 
major concessions.

In the meantime, Washington 
needs to capitalise on growing 
European frustration with Iran. 
Europe is angered by Tehran’s 
incremental breaches of the nu-
clear deal through additional 
levels of nuclear enrichment. 
Last week British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson even called for 
a new nuclear deal, noting that 
there were “many defects” in 
the existing one. Mr Trump also 
needs to be patient; time is on 
his side but it is not on Tehran’s.

If he really wants to get a bet-
ter nuclear deal than his prede-
cessor, Mr Trump needs to seek 
additional international support 
and stick to his guns. This will 
give him more leverage in fu-
ture talks to make a deal actually 
worth signing. 

2001
Ahmad Shah Massoud, leader of the North-
ern Alliance, is assassinated in Afghanistan 
by two al-Qaeda assassins who claimed to 
be Arab journalists wanting an interview.

2009
The Dubai Metro, the first urban 
train network in the Arabian 
Peninsula, is ceremonially inau-
gurated.

2012
The Indian space agency puts into 
orbit its heaviest foreign satellite 
yet, in a streak of 21 consecutive 
successful PSLV launches.

2015
Elizabeth II became the longest 
reigning monarch of the United 
Kingdom.
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JOEL INDRUPATI

The great and unmatched  
wisdom of world leaders

Within 24 hours, by Tuesday evening, there 
were over 122,150 comments on US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s Monday tweet.

“My great and unmatched wisdom’ was how he re-
ferred to his own intellect in the tweet, while strongly 
reiterating how he would tackle Turkey, if Turkey goes 
against his wishes.

Modesty, we all know, has not always been a virtue 
for many political leaders. In fact, it is probably im-
possible for you to become a powerful leader if you 
are very modest.

If you shy away from praising yourself, and from 
showing yourself in good light, whether blatantly or 
subtly, it is unlikely that you would be recognised as 
a strong leader.

This topic spurred me to compile some nuggets of 
such leader-speak from political stages; to recall some 
interesting words and phrases - about themselves - 
from some contemporary world-leaders.

“I am an extremely stable genius,” Donald Trump 
had once said during a press conference.

His tweet now ran something like this: “As I have 
stated strongly before, and just to reiterate, if Turkey 
does anything that I, in my great and unmatched wis-
dom, consider to be off limits, I will totally destroy and 
obliterate the Economy of Turkey (I’ve done before!)”.

Some people, making comments on this tweet lik-
ened Trump’s behaviour to that of the great Wizard 
of Oz’s, from the movie, where the wizard addresses 
himself as ‘the Great and Wonderful Wizard of Oz’.

Some others quoted Shelley’s poem 
in which a vain king says, “My name is 
Ozymandias, King of Kings; Look on 
my Works, ye Mighty, and despair!”

Recently, UK Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson called himself “the model of 
restraint” while the parliament was 
noisily fighting over Brexit. 

His implication that he can keep his 
head when all about him were losing 
theirs, and blaming it on him, would 
have made Rudyard Kipling proud; 
‘if ’, he was around.

Boris Johnson had even implied 
he was ‘The Incredible Hulk’, saying 
UK would emulate Bruce Banner, the 
mild-mannered Marvel scientist who 
transforms into the Hulk when angry.

“Hulk always escaped, no matter how tightly bound-
in he seemed to be - and that is the case for this country. 
We will come out on October 31 and we will get it done.”

By this month-end, we shall know how incredible 
this hunk, I mean, Hulk will come out from the Brexit 
imbroglio.

When he was the Mayor of London, Boris Johnson 
had told reporters he would not run for Prime Minis-
ter.  No one would vote for “a prat who gets stuck on 
a zip wire” he’d said referring to a time he got stuck.

The British Prime Minister had even called himself the 
‘son-in-law of India’.  And not only because he was once 
married to Marina Wheeler, a half-Indian, the niece of 
the eminent Indian writer, the late Khushwant Singh. 

It is perhaps also because he has now inducted into 
his cabinet, three Indian origin members – Priti Patel, 
Alok Sharma and Rishi Sunak.

While we are on the topic of India, we must not 
forget that Indian Prime Minister Modi had called 
himself ‘chowkidar’ (watchman), ‘fakir; (religious as-
cetic), ‘mazdoor no. 1’ (first worker), ‘pradhan sevak’ 
(chief servant) of the country.

Russian President Vladimir Putin called himself 
a tough “jungle kid”, hardened in street fights even 
before he went to school, in his biography.

Rodrigo Duterte likened himself to Hitler, when dealing 
with drug addicts and had stirred controversy for a while.

Angela Merkel did not call herself the ‘Climate 
Chancellor’, but willingly accepted it.

Trump, however, is unique. That is why France’s 
Emmanuel Macron calls himself ‘a maverick like 
Trump’, and Brazil’s Bolsonaro calls himself ‘The 
Trump of South America’.

(The writer’s twitter handle: @joelindrupati)

Trump, however, 
is unique. That 
is why France’s 

Emmanuel Macron 
calls himself ‘a 

maverick like 
Trump’, and 

Brazil’s Bolsonaro 
calls himself ‘The 

Trump of South 
America’.  

Throughout 2017 and 
2018, Iranians took to the 
streets in dozens of cities 

to protest corruption, 
bad governance, gender 

inequality, expensive 
foreign entanglements and 

even the regime itself.

has reportedly extended that sup-
posed impunity to subordinates 
by offering them pardons if they 
break the law at his behest, such 
as by seizing land to build his bor-
der wall with Mexico or shooting 
at migrants’ legs, according to the 

New York Times.
The Trump presidency has 

gone through three phases in its 
three years.

The first was marked by un-
certainty and incompetence. The 
second mainly reflected tradition-
al Republican priorities like tax 
cuts and confirming conservative 
judges.

But in the third year, Mr Trump 
is unrestrained, newly confident 
and increasingly aggressive and 
transgressive. He is effectively 
daring everyone: “Stop me if you 
can.”

While public support for im-
peachment has significantly in-
creased, his base remains most-
ly loyal and unmoved, with only 
three Senate Republicans so far 
expressing concern about the 
president’s actions. It is not clear 
what could possibly break that 
spell.

As Mr Trump notes, at present 

House Democrats can impeach 
him but have no path for getting 
the Republican-controlled Sen-
ate to convict and remove him 
from office. And, while he looks 
increasingly vulnerable in next 
year’s election, there’s no guaran-
tee he will lose.

Yet if this unprecedented be-
haviour is not punished and 
Mr Trump remains unchecked 
and unrebuked, any abuses of 
power will intensify, probably 
exponentially. Far worse, a new 
set of norms, expectations and 
precedents will have been es-
tablished and effectively re-
warded.

Misusing state authority to 
smear opponents, inviting foreign 
governments to interfere in US 
politics, blatantly gaming the sys-
tem and severely eroding checks 
on presidential power will be hard 
to reverse. If there is no effec-
tive pushback, this is how future 
presidents will behave – simply 
because they can.

The Republican Party has com-
pletely succumbed, with next 
year’s nominating convention 
carefully rigged to eliminate any 
hint of dissent. But broader Amer-
ican institutions are now buckling 
under the pressure.

What looms is not the victory of 
a noxious ideology. That would be 
bad enough.

This is far more tragic. The ven-
erable foundations of the Ameri-
can republic are being shaken to 
their very core by nothing more 
than the petty and personal pur-
suit of power. 

Where are the checks and balances on those in power?
The first was marked 

by uncertainty and 
incompetence. The second 

mainly reflected traditional 
Republican priorities like 
tax cuts and confirming 

conservative judges.


