
A FRIEND IS SOMEONE WHO 
KNOWS ALL ABOUT YOU AND STILL 
LOVES YOU.
ELBERT HUBBARD
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HISTORY
Battle of Svolder, Baltic Sea: King Olaf 
on board the Long Serpent is defeated in 
one of the greatest naval battles of the Vi-
king Age and leaps to his death overboard

Mary Stuart, at nine months old, 
is crowned Queen of Scots in the 
central Scottish town of Stirling

Congress officially renames 
the country as the United 
States of America (from the 
United Colonies)

Alexander Twilight, likely the first 
African American to graduate 

from a US college, receives a BA 
degree from Middlebury College
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International police 
cooperation is vital to 

better support survivors, 
apprehend perpetrators, 
disrupt criminal net-
works & advance safety 
for all. Law enforcement 
must also ensure its own 
legitimacy, by being 
grounded in fairness, 
accountability & respect 
for human rights.  Every-
one deserves the protec-
tion of the law.

@antonioguterres

Huge congratulations 
to Isar Aerospace 

for the successful launch 
of the Spectrum carri-
er rocket. The first time 
from the European con-
tinent into Earth orbit. 
This is the beginning of a 
new era.

@bundeskanzler

The second step tak-
en today with our 

partners on air defense: 
Germany is ready to pro-
vide missiles for Patriots. 
Thank you! Thank you! 
These are exactly the 
kinds of decisions that 
bring peace closer.

@ZelenskyyUa

To g e t h e r  w i t h  @
SecGenNATO Rutte, 

I welcome the agreement 
by Member States on the 
derogation for Ukraine 
to purchase crucial prod-
ucts for Patriot air de-
fence systems. The next 
disbursement of €3.2 bil-
lion will enable Ukraine 
to better protect its skies 
from Russia’s indiscrimi-
nate attacks.

@vonderleyen

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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The Patriot PAC-3 doesn’t 
necessarily explode beside 

an incoming missile — it can 
destroy the target by hitting 

it directly at high speed. 
This “hit-to-kill” technology 
uses kinetic energy rather 
than relying primarily on 
a conventional explosive 

warhead.

KNOW WHAT

W I D E  A N G L E

 JOEL INDRUPATI 

Nepal’s Tragedy: Any 
Lessons for the Future?

Mountainous border 
nations, in particular, 

must build robust 
cross-border early-

warning systems, 
move critical 

infrastructure like 
power stations, and 

residential complexes, 
away from dangerous 

riverbanks, and 
actively monitor 

melting glaciers in 
real time. It could 

save lives, and even 
property.

“The energy released during the landslide was larger than 
the atomic bomb used in Hiroshima, Japan.”

This quote, about the August 26 Nepal disaster, is from 
Adhikari Basanta Raj, director at the Centre for Disaster Studies 
at Nepal’s Tribhuvan University.

In a well-researched article on Science.org, titled How scien-
tists unraveled the cause of the devastating flood in Tibet and 
Nepal, he adds: “The major obstacle was that we didn’t have 
any ground information 
for a long time.”

Those heart-wrenching 
videos of people running 
helter-skelter to avoid 
being submerged by this 
violent “inland tsunami” 
-- of mud, ice and debris, 
following the massive 
glacial collapse near the 
Tibet border -- have sure-
ly made us all stop. And 
think.

We suddenly realised 
how helpless and defense-
less all mankind can be 
in the onslaught of large 
natural calamities. We 
suddenly understood the 
fragility and frailty of hu-
man life, as we watched 
the disastrous scenes un-
folding before our eyes.

But on the other side, 
we are also seeing some-
thing else coming to the 
forefront: the goodness of 
humanity.

Multiple  countries 
and international organ-
isations have mobilised 
emergency financial , 
medical and rescue as-
sistance. Individuals are 
making large donations too.

The specialised medical teams, tunnel-rescue experts and 
financial packages coming in to help Nepal are a welcome sign 
showing us that humanity prevails. The rescue work, the survi-
vors being found, and the rebuilding that has begun, proves to 
us, yet again, the resilience and goodness of the human spirit.

But what can we understand from this disaster? Are there any 
lessons from this catastrophe? How can we be better prepared 
if something like this happens again?

Hiroshima was a man-made tragedy. We cannot say the same 
for this one. This is an act of nature. An Act of God. Or, in the 
parlance of insurance companies, a “force majeure” event.

In these kinds of natural calamities, one Prof. Christo Coetzee 
of the African Centre for Disaster Studies at Northwest Uni-
versity, USA, on ewn.co.za, says: “Mitigation is probably a more 
viable route rather than prevention.”

One way to mitigate the risks is by deploying next-genera-
tion early-warning systems. Interferometric satellite tracking, 
fibre-optic seismology and drone inspections. They could help 
detect seismic disturbances and alert disaster-management 
personnel.

Co-investing in transnational scenario planning is another 
way. Cross-border data sharing and linked monitoring systems 
between mountain nations such as Nepal and China could help 
provide timely alerts. Comprehensive simulations of “worst-
case” scenarios are also critical in preparing for disasters.

Yet another lesson is the need to regularly check community 
readiness. Communication technology is useless without rapid 
local response protocols in place.

A great example is from Nuwakot, Nepal, where a school 
principal, Rajendra Dawadi, successfully evacuated 900 stu-
dents ahead of the incoming torrent.

It was possible not only because the warning reached him in 
time, but because he knew what to do. He moved the students 
to higher ground and prevented many incoming school buses 
from venturing into the region of the incoming deluge.

Mountainous border nations, in particular, must build robust 
cross-border early-warning systems, move critical infrastruc-
ture like power stations, and residential complexes, away from 
dangerous riverbanks, and actively monitor melting glaciers in 
real time. It could save lives, and even property.

Prevention may not always be possible. But preparation 
certainly is.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

EU allows Ukraine to use loan to 
buy US Patriot missiles
AFP | Brussels, Belgium

The EU said yesterday that it 
had agreed to let Ukraine 

spend a chunk of its 90-bil-
lion-euro ($105 billion) loan 
to the country to buy US-made 
Patriot air defence missile  
systems. Ukraine’s Europe-
an backers are scrambling to 
help plug gaps in Kyiv’s de-

fences as the country has run 
short on critical interceptors 
to shoot down Russian mis-
siles. “I welcome the agree-
ment by member states on 
the derogation for Ukraine to 
purchase crucial products for 
Patriot air defence systems,” 
European Commission pres-
ident Ursula von der Leyen  
said.

Iran says ‘significant 
progress’ in talks with Oman

AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran’s Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi said yesterday 
there had been “significant 

progress” in talks with Oman 
over the administration of the 
strategic Strait of Hormuz.

According to an Iranian for-
eign ministry statement, Aragh-
chi “explained the latest status 
of Iran-Oman talks on the Strait 
of Hormuz, reporting signif-
icant progress” during a call 

with his Japanese counterpart.
Iran and Oman, both coastal 

states on the strait, have for 
weeks been discussing the fu-
ture of navigation through the 
waterway, with Tehran say-
ing progress had been made 
to agree a temporary shipping 
route.

The US has imposed a coun-
ter naval blockade on Iranian 
ports.

President Donald Trump said 
in recent days that American 
forces have helped facilitate 

the passage of vessels through 
the strait, “averaging 30 ships 
a night”.

Iranian officials recently said 
a deal between Oman and Iran 
could be signed “in the coming 
days”.

They have however insisted 
the strait will not reopen until 
the United States meets Iranian 
demands, including removing 
oil sanctions, unfreezing Ira-
nian assets abroad and lifting 
the naval blockade on Iranian 
ports.

Israel’s actions in Syria could constitute war crimes: UN investigators
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Israel’s military activity in 
Syria including the detention 

of hundreds of people could 
constitute war crimes, Unit-
ed Nations investigators said  
yesterday.

“The Commission is deeply 
alarmed about continued Israeli 
violations,” said commissioner 
Fionnuala Ni Aolain of the In-

dependent International Com-
mission of Inquiry on the Syrian 
Arab Republic. “Such acts may 
amount to war crimes.”

UK's Prince George starts 
at Eton College

London, United Kingdom

Britain's Prince George 
started at the prestigious 

private school Eton College 
yesterday, arriving for his first 
day with parents Prince Wil-
liam and Catherine, Princess 
of Wales.

Under a steady drizzle, the 
13-year-old prince was wel-
comed to the world-famous 
school by its headmaster Si-
mon Henderson who told the 
future king: "Welcome, good 
luck, enjoy it."

George -- who is second in 
line to the throne, after his 
father -- will complete his 
secondary education at the 
school, which charges more 
than £63,000 ($85,000) in an-
nual fees.

According to UK media, the 
young prince will board at the 
elite institution, despite it be-
ing just a few kilometres away 
from the family home in Wind-
sor, west of London.

George is following in the 
footsteps of his father and 

uncle Prince Harry who both 
attended the exclusive school, 
situated in the county of Berk-
shire.

Eton has also famously edu-
cated 20 past prime ministers, 
including Boris Johnson and 
David Cameron, as well as a 
roll call of other well-known 
people, from actor Tom Hid-
dleston to James Bond creator 
Ian Fleming.

Long a byword for elitism 
and the class divide in Brit-
ain, Eton was founded by King 
Henry VI in 1440.

It educates boys aged 13 to 
18, and has preserved many 
of its traditions, including 
a distinct uniform comprising 
a black tailcoat, black waist 
coat, white shirt and bow tie, 
and striped trousers.

The school welcomes nearly 
1,350 pupils each year, accord-
ing to its website.

Tuesday was also the fourth 
anniversary of the accession to 
the throne of George's grand-
father King Charles III, which 
was marked with a gun salute 
in central London.

Britain’s Catherine, Princess of Wales (L) and Britain’s Prince William, Prince 
of Wales (R) walk with their 13-year-old son, Britain’s Prince George of Wales 
(C), as he arrives for his first day at Eton College, in Eton, west of London

Trump sparks fury with map 
of Canada, Iceland as part of US

• Iceland responded 
to the new map post on 
Tuesday, announcing 
that it had summoned 
the US ambassador

AFP | Washington, United States

US President  Donald 
Trump has sparked fury 
by posting a map that 

seemingly showed Canada, 
Greenland, Iceland, Mexico 
and the Caribbean as part of 
the United States.

Monday’s post -- the latest 
of several from Trump with an 
outlandish territorial design 
-- came amid a flurry of around 
100 messages on his Truth So-
cial platform over the Labor 
Day weekend.

Iceland responded to the new 
map post on Tuesday, announc-
ing that it had summoned the 
US ambassador to make it clear 
that the image was “wholly in-
appropriate.”

The map showed the US, Can-
ada, Greenland, Iceland, Mexi-
co and the Caribbean colored in 
with the US flag.

The entire landmass was la-
belled “United States of Amer-
ica” and the image was posted 
without any further explana-
tion.

Trump unleashed his ava-
lanche of posts at breakneck 
pace -- around 60 on Sunday 
alone and 37 in 10 hours on 
Monday, according to an AFP 
count, relying as he often does 
on artificial intelligence.

Trump also posted a cartoon 
of himself playing in an ice 
hockey match against Canadian 
Prime Minister Mark Carney.

In the image, Trump tells 

Carney, who is ly-
ing on the ice: “Get 
up governor.”

Canada is locked 
in a trade war in 
Washington, with 
retaliatory tariffs 
on billions of dol-
lars in US 
products 
t a k i n g 
e f f e c t 

Tuesday.
Trump has also made in-
sistent claims that Canada 

should become the 51st 
US state.

In another post, an 
image showed Trump 
re c i e v i n g  G e o rg e 
Washington in the 
Oval Office.

The map that US President Donald Trump posted on his Truth Social page on 
Sep 7, 2026. (Image: Truth Social/@realDonaldTrump)

Nepal glacier saw exceptional heat before 
collapse caused deadly floods: researcher
AFP | Paris, France

The mountain section whose 
collapse triggered fatal 

floods in Nepal and China on 
August 26 had experienced un-
precedented heat for the time 
of year, meteorological data an-
alysed by a researcher shows.

Average temperatures on the 
mountain glacier at an altitude 
of 5,200 metres (17,060 feet) 
were estimated at around five 
degrees Celsius between August 
21 and 26.

This is exceptionally high.
They had not exceeded 4.0C 

over the same period in more 
than 55 years of data recording, 
although no direct link to the 
collapse has so far been estab-
lished.

This series of highly localised 
temperatures was reconstructed 
by Robert Rohde, chief scien-
tist at the independent Berkeley 
Earth organisation in California.

At the site of the collapse, the 
average temperature recorded 
over that six-day period has ris-
en by about 1.8C since the mid-
20th century.

Without the additional heat 
brought by climate change, a 
comparable temperature pattern 
"would probably occur only once 
in a few thousand years", Rohde 

calculated for AFP.
The collapse came during the 

Langtang region's fourth-hottest 
summer on record, according to 
AFP's analysis of data from Eu-
rope's Copernicus observatory 
dating back to 1970.

Tipping point
“These hot conditions can also 

explain permafrost thaw and 
combined slope and glacier col-
lapse,” said French climatologist 
Valerie Masson-Delmotte.

Permafrost acts as ice cement, 
holding rock faces together. Its 
degradation makes them more 
unstable.

Satellite images also showed 
significant snowmelt in the days 
before the disaster, providing “a 
substantial source of liquid wa-
ter that can infiltrate fractures 
in the mountain and facilitate 
landslides”, said Etienne Berthi-
er, a glaciologist at France’s CNRS 
research agency.

Experts remain cautious, 
however, about the precise role 
played by the heatwave.

“It’s not as straightforward 
as ‘high temperature equals 
collapse,’” Kristen Cook, a ge-
omorphologist at the Greno-
ble Alpes University in France,  
told AFP. 

A man looks at the remains of sludge-ridden houses in the aftermath of flash 
floods at Devighat in Nepal’s Nuwakot district

China hands former 
governor suspended 
death sentence
AFP | Beijing, China

The former governor of a 
northern Chinese prov-

ince was handed a suspend-
ed death sentence on Tues-
day for accepting bribes 
worth millions of dollars.

Jin Xiangjun, 62, is the 
latest to be swept up in 
President Xi Jinping ’s 
wide-reaching anti-corrup-
tion campaign, which has 
brought down huge num-
bers of high-ranking offi-
cials.

Jin, the ex-governor of 
Shanxi, took advantage of 
various government posi-
tions from 2004 to 2025 to 
accept bribes totalling more 
than 148 million yuan ($22 
million) for promotions and 
contracts. 

Jin’s actions involved “an 
especially large amount and 
caused particularly large 
losses” to the country and 
other citizens, the court 
added. 

He was thus sentenced to 
death with a two-year re-
prieve -- a punishment that 
is typically commuted to 
life imprisonment after two 
years if no further crimes are 
unearthed.

Paris probes why women staff removed from Eiffel Tower 
Paris, France

The mayor of Paris on Tues-
day ordered investigations 

over the removal of women 
staff at the Eiffel Tower during 
a visit by a Hindu religious 

group which prompted an em-
ployee walkout and the one-
day closure of the monument.

The operating company that 
runs the Eiffel Tower, SETE, 
acknowledged that the dele-

gation had requested the visit 
on Saturday be organised so 
as to limit "interactions with 
women" and said that "these 
conditions should not have 
been accepted".

UK commits £100 million for Ukraine’s 
air defence, including Patriot missiles
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Britain announced yester-
day it was committing £100 

million ($135 million) to boost 
Ukraine’s air defence capabili-
ties this winter, including with 
Patriot missiles.

The UK will also supply “air 
defence interceptors, large-cali-
bre artillery rounds and drones” 
as part of the contribution to a 
NATO programme supporting 
Kyiv, the defence ministry said 
in a statement.

The equipment “will be deliv-
ered before the winter, helping 
Ukraine defend its critical na-
tional infrastructure, innocent 
civilians and armed forces from 
Russian attacks,” the ministry 
added.

Ukraine relies on advanced 
systems -- chiefly, US Patriot in-
terceptors -- to protect its skies 
from Russian ballistic missile 
strikes.

But it has reported a shortage 
of Patriot interceptors since the 
United States and Israel went 
to war with Iran in February, 
diverting supplies.

Britain has been one of 

Ukraine’s biggest backers in its 
effort to repel Russia following 
Moscow’s full-scale invasion 
of its neighbour in February  
2022.

UK Prime Minister Andy 
Burnham visited Ukraine last 
month on his first foreign 
trip since entering office in 
 late July.

Britain recently agreed to 
release to Ukraine informa-
tion on components for the 
long-range missile, SCALP, the 
French-produced version of the 
UK’s Storm Shadow, so Ukraine 
could set up local assembly  
lines.

Putin and Trump discuss Ukraine in 
‘extremely frank’ call
Moscow, Russia

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and US counter-

part Donald Trump yesterday 
discussed the Ukraine con-
flict in an “extremely frank” 
and constructive hour-long 

phone call ,  the Kremlin  
said.

It came after US negotiators 
Steve Witkoff and Jared Kush-
ner visited Moscow and Kyiv 
over the weekend in an at-
tempt to kickstart long-stalled 
US efforts to end the fighting.

Thieves steal works worth $10 
mn from France Renoir museum
AFP | Marseille, France

Two thieves broke into a 
museum dedicated to 

French impressionist paint-
er Pierre-Auguste Renoir in 
southern France on Tuesday, 
stealing “four works of art”, 
one of which they dropped as 
they fled, a mayor said.

“This morning, two indi-
viduals broke into the Renoir 
Museum and stole four works 
of art,” said Bryan Masson, the 
far-right mayor of the town of 
Cagnes-sur-Mer.

“Spotted thanks to the 
town’s video surveillance cam-
eras, the two individuals fled, 
abandoning one of the stolen 

paintings as they ran,” he said, 
adding his office estimated the 
value of the stolen works at 9 
million euros ($10 million).

The Renoir Museum was 
opened in 1960 in the painter’s 
last home before his death in 
1919. Its collection includes 
objects and furniture that be-
longed to Renoir, including his 
easel and wheelchair, as well 
as portraits, landscapes, and 
nudes painted by the artist.

The mayor said it took just 
five minutes for the authori-
ties to respond. “The museum 
alarm went off at 5:48 am. At 
5:53 am, just five minutes later, 
our municipal police were on 
the scene,” he said.


