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Take a deep breath. Now hold 
your breath and count slowly 
upto twenty. Difficult? Its actu-

ally less than that amount of time for a 
child to drown if left unattended in a 
swimming pool or water body. In fact, 
a child need not even be left alone in 
a pool or by the beach. She or he can 
have a life-threatening accident in full 
view of other people if the parents or 
guardians are not alert or if there is no 
trained lifeguard to rescue the child. 

It requires us all to follow three simple 
rules when it comes to prevention of 
drowning accidents: always insist on a 
pool or water body with a lifeguard, if you 
are not accompanying your child into the 
water or cannot swim yourself ; children 
below five must always be within arm’s 
reach of the adult carer in the water; 
children under 10 must be clearly visible 
at all times when in the water. This also 
includes inflatable paddling pools and 
bathtubs. This is particularly relevant 
today when adults tend to get busy with 
their phones when minding kids.

This is not just about children either. 
In a society like ours where people 
come from different countries and back-
grounds, many adults also put them-
selves at risk 
by venturing 
to swim when 
they cannot 
manage any-
thing beyond 
a basic shal-
low - water 
wiggle. 

Now that 
s u m m e r  i s 
here in full 
b l a s t ,  o n e 
of the unin-
tended silver 
linings of the 
pandemic is 
that we have 
not heard the 
usual litany of 
sad accidents 
in swimming 
p o o l s  a n d 
on beaches. 
W i t h  p a r-
ents keeping 
their children 
away from 
water bodies 
because of 
the COVID-19 
health cri-
sis, there has 
been at least 
a temporary 
halt to need-
less water ac-
cidents. 

Of course this is not a solution and one 
good way to tackle unnecessary drowning 
is to ensure that all children and adults 
are taught basic water survival skills – 
at least the doggy paddle that will keep 
them afloat till help arrives. Further, as 
a country where so many villas, high-
rise apartment blocks and hotels have 
swimming pools, we must ensure that 
they are monitored by a trained lifeguard 
and also CCTV camera linked to a nearby 
security post. 
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This means they were 
broadly advocates 
of a federated (or 

confederated), centralized 
European state, without 

ever having the necessary 
political debate that 

raged in the US in the 
1790s between the 

advocates of centralism 
(Alexander Hamilton) and 
decentralization (Thomas 

Jefferson). 

Hon. Chairman Najeb Yacob Alhamer | Editor-in-Chief Mahmood AI Mahmood | Chairman & Managing Director P Unnikrishnan | Advertisement: Update Media W.L.L | Tel: 38444692, 
Email: sales@newsofbahrain.com | Newsroom: Tel: 38444680, Email: news@newsofbahrain.com

Subscription & circulation: Tel: 36458394 | Email:subscription@newsofbahrain.com | Website: www.newsofbahrain.com | Printed and published by Al Ayam Publishing 

DR. JOHN C. HULSMAN

I have long suspected that the 
endless undoubtedly boring Eu-
ropean summit meetings are so 

turgid for a reason. It is easy to get 
lost in the byzantine complexities of 
false agreements that actually solve 
nothing. And that is how the EU likes 
it: For us to have little idea that it is a 
paper tiger, so much less than meets 
the eye in terms of its geostrategic 
power.

But crises clarify. And there is 
absolutely no doubt that the coro-
navirus has made crystal clear that 
the old model governing the EU has 
finally, after a brilliant 70-year run, 
entirely run out of steam. The sup-
posed deal over emergency Europe-
an coronavirus funds pledged last 
week to the plague-ravaged south, 
far from being a concord, has ex-
posed the EU’s haplessness for all 
to see.

First, if you are brave enough to 
wade through the actual agreement 
reached, it becomes palpably clear 
that it is full of policy holes. The 
Eurogroup of finance ministers has 
recommended using the European 
Stability Mechanism (ESM), estab-
lished in the wake of the 2008 Great 
Recession, to meet the southerners’ 
needs.

A basic problem with this is that 
the ESM was set up in the wake of 
an asymmetric shock — the par-
ticular economic follies of Greece 
and possibly other southern econ-
omies — rather than the symmetric 
shock of a global pandemic. In other 
words, there can be no doubt that 
Greece was largely to blame for its 
own parlous situation. The same 

cannot now be said of the Southern 
European states ravaged by a global 
pandemic. The basic issue of fairness 
is in real question.

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte rightly calls the proposed 
€540 billion ($587 billion) rescue 
plan “a trap.” The accord is there to 
only deal with the immediate impact 
of the virus. However, over the much 
larger rescue efforts necessary to 
revive the Italian and other south-
ern economies necessitated by the 
debilitating lockdown, normal con-
ditionality will be imposed.

This is understandably political-
ly toxic in Italy, where it is seen as 
surrendering basic sovereignty to 
the uncertain mercies of economic 
overlords the EU, the International 
Monetary Fund and the Europe-
an Central Bank. No Italian leader 
could accept such colonization and 
survive. In true Kafkaesque fash-
ion, no country in the south that 
truly needs the ESM can politically 
accept it. These design flaws have 
become so obvious that the deal has 
unraveled almost immediately upon 
delivery.

This amounts to more than Eu-
rope’s glaring inability to behave as 
a union when it truly counts; it also 
illustrates the limits of the guiding 
philosophy of the EU. The “Monnet 
method” — functionalism — is a pol-
icy strategy based on the advocacy of 
small, technocratic, apolitical agree-
ments being agreed to precisely be-
cause they seemed secondary, or 
technical, eventually amounting to 
decisive movement toward a con-
federated European state.

In the 1950s, rather than talking 
about grand visions of European 

union (a Valhalla that had far less 
than majority support), it was better 
to discuss seemingly inoffensive coal 
and steel union, even as the latter led 
to further economic union, and then 
to a degree of political union. Large 
political questions were to be pur-
posefully avoided in favor of getting 
to large political answers (always in 
the direction of ever closer union) 
through the backdoor of technical, 
apolitical initiatives. Over decades, 
functionalism met with the great-
est of success, as a broadly united 
Europe emerged, all without ever 
answering the basic question of what 
sort of political construct was truly 
being created.

While this seemed clever and it 
worked for a long while, in actuality, 
functionalism has stored up a great 
deal of trouble for Europe, which has 
come home to roost since the Great 
Recession of 2008. The founders of 
the EU wanted a powerful Hamilto-
nian Brussels without ever having 
their Hamiltonian moment..

This means they were broadly 
advocates of a federated (or confed-
erated), centralized European state, 
without ever having the necessary 
political debate that raged in the US 
in the 1790s between the advocates 
of centralism (Alexander Hamilton) 
and decentralization (Thomas Jef-
ferson). In the end, the federalist ad-
ministration of George Washington 
opted for Hamilton’s centralizing 
vision, won overwhelming re-elec-
tion and a popular mandate for the 
national government to assume state 
debt, while at the same time estab-
lishing a powerful national Treas-
ury, brilliantly headed by Hamilton 
himself.

Due to an overly clever function-
alism, present European leaders 
(with the honorable exception of 
President Emmanuel Macron of 
France) shied away from this diffi-
cult argument in the happier times 
that preceded the coronavirus. But 
the failure of functionalism over the 
past 70 years to decisively answer 
the question of what sort of union 
Europe was to become is now fatally 
handicapping basic and necessary 
efforts to combat the coronavirus 
— the political risk event of our gen-
eration.

The result is an EU built only for 
sunny weather, which trundles along 
nicely in good times, but is fatally 
overmatched in bad ones. A political 
union that no one really believes in 
and whose members are not willing 
to make the basic sacrifice of blood 
and treasure for is a union only in 
name. And, without the Hamiltoni-
an moment in these times of crisis, 
Europe will be increasingly unfit 
for purpose.

A FOOL THINKS HIMSELF TO 
BE WISE, BUT A WISE MAN 
KNOWS HIMSELF TO BE A 
FOOL.
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

Once again the leaders, the busi-
ness houses and the people of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain have 

come together in the spirit of patriot-
ism and unity to raise defenses against 
an unusual and unseen enemy – the 
COVID-19 virus pandemic.

In just 24 hours, these parties, led by 
the example of HH Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, have raised over BD 
21 million to help people and business-
es struck by the impact of the virus. 
The funds, under the project ‘Feena 
Khair’ (There is Good in Us) will be 
used for business support and medical 
support as well as humanitarian food 
and clothing aid. 

The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry also provided its spacious 
and centrally-located old premises for 
use by the COVID-19 task force. 

In the midst of our peculiar con-
dition of isolation, social dis-
tancing and despair, we must 
rejoice in this stream of com-
passion that has sprung from 
amidst us to counter the harsh 
reality of the crisis. It is praise-
worthy of the big businesses 
to have come forward to sup-
port the vision of the leaders 
of Bahrain and keep the hu-
manitarian consideration as 
the first priority in this crisis. 

Long after the dust has set-
tled around the world, those 
who will be remembered 
are leaders who led from 
the heart. Undoubtedly, the 
response of Bahrain’s lead-
ership will shed a beacon of 
light on our historic response. 
Inspired by His Majesty, our 
Crown Prince and First Dep-
uty Premier guided the gov-
ernment in the crucial early 
days to approach the sensi-
tive themes of quarantine and 
treatment with compassion. 
When he returned from his 

sojourn abroad, our beloved Prime 
Minister immediately galvanized the 
Cabinet and government officials, 
displaying his admirable energy and 
crisis management in managing the 
situation. 

I am sure you will all agree that this 
has inspired our business houses and 
individuals to donate so generously 
and tap the vein of goodness within us 
and reach out to help fellow-residents 
of Bahrain. The days are challenging 
but when we have great leaders, we 
all rise to the occasion and to greater 
heights of goodness than we ourselves 
thought possible. 

Yes indeed. There is good in us all..

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the  
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and 
the President of the Arab-African Unity 

Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and 
Counterterrorism)        

Great leaders 
inspire us to 

goodness

CAPT. MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

I am sure you 
will all agree 
that this has 
inspired our 

business houses 
and individuals 

to donate so 
generously and 

tap the vein of 
goodness within 
us and reach out 

to help fellow-
residents of 

Bahrain. 

EU doomed without the 
Hamiltonian moment

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte calls the proposed €540 billion rescue plan a trap. 

HH Shaikh Nasser

Saving a life 
in 20 seconds

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and
the President of the Arab-African Unity
Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and
Counterterrorism)

With parents 
keeping their 
children 
away from 
water bodies 
because of 
the COVID-19 
health crisis, 
there has 
been at least 
a temporary 
halt to need-
less water 
accidents. 

Beating the pandemic 
• Electricity and Water 
Authority topped with 
136 tenders in H1

• Tenders for housing 
units and apartments 
totalled BD90 million

• Electricity, water, 
infrastructure and 
sanitation tenders 
totalled BD150 m

TDT | Manama 

The virus-induced down-
turn had little effect on the 
Kingdom’s development 

drive, with Bahrain awarding 
769 tenders and auctions valuing 
around 631.9 million dinars dur-
ing the first half of the year alone, 
revealed a top official. 

Construction and engineering 
consultancy sectors emerged as 
the most active during the period, 
with its tender value touching an 
estimated BD222.4 m. 

T h i s  wa s  a n n o u n c e d  by 
Sheikh Nayef bin Khalid Al Khal-
ifa, the Chairman of the Tender 
and Auctions Board. 

Closely following was Oil and 
gas sector with around 157.4 m 
dinars, Materials and equipment 
sector with BD110.6 m, Services, 
auctions and investment sector 
with BD76.5 m and the Aviation 
sector with BD65.0 m. 

The award rate, Shaikh Nayef 
said, indicates the stability en-
joyed by various sectors and con-
firms the “sustainability of devel-
opment services” in the Kingdom. 

The figures also stand as proof 
to Kingdom aspiration to provide 
the best service to citizens and 
achieve sustainability in light of 
the extraordinary circumstances 
the world is going through.

47 government tenders
Shaikh Nayef also announced 

awarding 47 government tenders, 
worth BD8.25 m, during the first 
half of the year. 

The tenders, he said, were for 
supporting small and medium en-
terprises in the Kingdom, thanks 
to the Council of Ministers for 
granting preference to SMEs sec-
tor. 

Moving on, he said the digital-
isation of tendering process con-
tributed greatly in increasing the 
efficiency of bidding processes, 
which also meet the best global 
practices. 

The Tender Board announced 
its first fully online tender fol-
lowing the launch of the second 
phase of the online tender system. 
Board moved to automate all the 
auctions of tenders, beginning 
April this year. 

Tatweer tops with BD149.875 m
According to the board’s 

semi-annual statistics, Tatweer 
Petroleum ranked first in terms of 
awarded tenders amounting to a 
total value of BD149.857 m. 

Electricity and Water Authority 
followed with BD115.414 m, Min-
istry of Housing with BD90.196 m, 
Ministry of Works, Municipali-
ties Affairs and Urban Planning 
with BD62.427 m and Gulf Air with 
BD59.017 m.     Value of awarded 
tenders by rest of the organisa-
tions amounted to BD154.989 m.

EWA 136 tenders
When it comes to the number 

of tenders, Electricity and Water 
Authority topped with 136 ten-
ders, followed by the Ministry 
of Works, Municipalities Affairs 
and Urban Planning with 81 ten-
ders, Ministry of Health with 76 
tenders, Gulf Air with 75 tenders, 
and a development company with 
59 bids.

Tender Board, Shaikh Nayef 
said, has maintained positive 
indicators in terms of optimal 
bidding methods, as public ten-
ders accounted for 72.1 per cent 
of the total.   “This confirms that 
the board is moving forward with 
international best practices,” add-
ed Shaikh Nayef. 

BD90m housing projects 
The board, he said, also award-

ed several tenders related to 
prominent service projects in the 
Kingdom which benefits citizens 
and residents directly. 

Shaikh Nayef said the board 
awarded tenders for the Ministry 
of Housing to build and maintain 
housing units and apartments 
which comes to around BD90 m. 

The board also awarded tenders 
in electricity, water, infrastruc-
ture and sanitation sectors, with 
an estimated value of BD150 m. 

Tender board awards 769 tenders valuing BD 631.9 million in H1, 2020
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The board in the 
first half of this year 
awarded 769 tenders 
and auctions with a 
total value of about 
631.9 million dinars, 

with the construction 
and engineering 

consultancy sector 
accounting for 222.4 

million dinars
SHEIKH NAYEF BIN KHALID AL KHALIFA

 CHAIRMAN, TENDER AND AUCTIONS BOARD

Established in 2002 by Legis-
lative Decree No: 36, the Ten-
der Board is an independent, 

regulator of government 
procurement practices in the 

Kingdom of Bahrain.
KNOW WHAT

The Board collaborates with the 
public sector Purchasing Authorities, 
and local, regional and international 
contractors and suppliers, in order 
to ensure equality, transparency and 
competitiveness in all government 
tendering and purchasing practices.

Jaafari Endowments Administration 
rejects social media claims as incorrect

TDT | Manama 

The Jaafari Endowments Ad-
ministration yesterday re-

jected allegations doing round 
on social medial platform about 
it holding a meeting and making a 
decision on the upcoming Ashura 
season as unfounded. 

“What is being circulated on 
social media are absolutely in-
correct,” the administration  
said. 

Officials explained that they 
had not held any meeting between 
the Department of the Jaafari En-
dowments and the official bodies 
in any way. 

The administration confirmed 
that it will organise the annual 
meeting next Thursday morning 

virtually and will invite relevant 
heads to participate. 

The administration called on all 

to remain vigilant against biased 
news and to accept information 
only to official sources.

KNOW WHAT

Jaffaria Waqf Directorate 
was founded in 1927 and is an 
independent department attached 
to the Ministry of Justice and Islamic 
Affairs in Kingdom of Bahrain. 

The main activity of the Jaffaria 
Waqf Directorate is the supervision 
of around 724 mosques and 632 
mattams as well as the supervision 
of the assets endowed to those 
mosques and mattams, the 
endowments of the charities, etc.
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