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Bahrain dealt 
with the pandemic 

responsibly and with 
full transparency on 
the basis that public 

health is linked to 
the security and 

safety of all citizens 
and residents

SHAIKH ABDULLAH BIN RASHID AL 
KHALIFA

Southern Municipality, in association with the Municipal Council, launched 
an awareness campaign on building violations and unlicensed additions to 
new housing units dubbed “Your Building Permits”.  The campaign which 
began at Khalifa City educated citizens on the need to apply for various 
building permits virtually as well as encouraged taking necessary legal 
procedures before starting construction to avoid violations. The campaign 
distributed gifts to citizens and thanked them for responding positively. 
Officials said the campaign would continue in the housing localities of the 
southern regions.

Training institutions given green light 
Set for September three reopening, precautionary measures announced, violators will face legal action

TDT | Manama 

Training institutions in 
Bahrain’s private sector 
can resume their activi-

ties starting 3 September 2020, 
as the Kingdom continues to 
ease its coronavirus (COVID-19) 
restrictions. 

Jameel Humaidan, the Min-
ister of Labour and Social De-
velopment, announced this in 
a circular released to training 
institutes yesterday. 

As per the circular, Institutes 
are allowed to resume their ac-
tivities, after a long hiatus, ad-
hering strictly to virus precau-
tionary measures recommended 
by the National Medical Team. 

“Owners of the training insti-
tutions, trainees, administrative 
as well as training staff” should 
strictly commit themselves to 
the precautionary measures for 
their own and others safety, the 
circular reads. 

Endorsed by the Government 

Executive Committee, chaired 
by HRH Prince Salman bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Commander 
and First Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, the reopening measures are 
as recommended by the National 
Medical Task Force to Combat 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19), 

headed by Lieutenant-General 
Dr Shaikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dullah Al Khalifa, President of 
the Supreme Council of Health. 

Periodic inspections
The Ministry of Labour and 

Social Development will con-
duct regular inspections to en-

sure compliance with health re-
quirements, while warning legal 
actions against violators. 

“Resumption of training ac-
tivities is important for skill 
development and for sectors 
that require continuous train-
ing activities such as aviation, 
engineering, electrical and in-
dustrial technologies to name a  
few. 

Humaidan said the govern-
ment attaches prime importance 
for vocational training for it in-
tegrates Bahraini citizens to the 
labour market. 

The current reopening deci-
sion, he said, follows a meeting 
held with the representatives of 
the owners of the private train-
ing institutions in the Kingdom. 

In this context, the minister 
said the authorities have iden-
tified and approved a set of pro-
visions to ensure the smooth 
functioning of virtual training 
and constant monitoring by au-
thorities. 

 

Mandatory requirements 

Training institutions should provide protective face masks 
to all employees and trainees, who are also obliged to use 

them. 
No individuals should be allowed to enter the premises of 

the institution without wearing facemasks. 
Care should be taken to limit the number of students, so 

that distance between trainees in a classroom should not be 
less than 2 meters. 

The circular requires the institutions to sterilised all shared 
tools and equipment daily as well as mandates employees, 
training staff, and trainees to undergo regular temperatures 
checks. 

Entry should be denied to a person in case of higher temper-
ate and should notify authority by calling 444. 

The institutions should also alert authorities when detecting 
symptoms of potential infection or if a person happened to be 
in contact with an infected person. 

Owners of the training institutions are also encouraged to 
continue virtual training and utilise the possibilities of merging 
classroom and online training sessions. 

Training institutions are also allowed to hold international 
examinations individually or for a limited number of candi-
dates, not exceeding five persons, including the observer.

Jameel Humaidan, the Minister of Labour and Social Development

Proactive measures boosted coronavirus battle 
TDT | Washington

Proactive measures adopt-
ed by the Kingdom, well 
before detecting a corona-

virus case, were instrumental in 
raising Bahrain’s recovery rate 
as highest in the region, said 
Bahrain’s envoy to the US.

The 98 per cent recovery rate, 
Shaikh Abdullah bin Rashid Al 
Khalifa said, is a testament to 
the Kingdom’s innovative ap-
proach to contain the spread. 
Death rate here is 0.36pc. 

He was speaking during a 
discussion on innovation for 
responsible governance during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa treated citizens 
and residents alike in the battle, 
while also taking care to boost 
the number of tests conducted, 
Shaikh Abdullah said adding 
that HRH Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme Com-
mander and First Deputy Prime 
Minister, acted as a guiding 
force. 

Bahrain, Shaikh Abdullah 
said, acted responsibly and with 

“full transparency” in its battle 
against the COVID-19 pandemic 
with Kingdom’s public health 
remaining committed to the “se-
curity and safety of all citizens 
and residents.” 

On Bahrain’s strategies, Shai-
kh Abdullah said the Kingdom 
made several innovative ap-
proaches to contain the spread, 
citing “BeAware” app as one 
amongst them. 

Others include “converting 
car parks to intensive care units, 
establishing temporary housing 

for foreign workers who live in 
overcrowded areas and launch-
ing mobile examination (bus) 
units.”

Economy to improve
When it comes to innovation, 

there are many opportunities 
for the government to join 
hands with the private sector, 
he said adding that the econom-
ic situation of Bahrain and the 
countries of the region will be 
in better shape next year, citing 
international reports. 

He noted that Bahrain is ex-
pected to achieve 3 per cent 
growth in real GDP, as gov-
ernment spending has been 
reduced by 30pc to avoid ex-
ceeding this year’s budget of 
expenses. 

“Bahrain has always been 
aware of the importance of di-
versifying sources of income,” 
the envoy said. 

Financial sector contributes 
16.7pc of the GDP. Closely fol-
lowing is the manufacturing 
and government services sec-
tor, Shaikh Abdullah said noting 
that the Economic Development 
Board had succeeded in attract-
ing 134 foreign companies up 
to 2019.

Authorities shut a restaurant in Adliya 
TDT | Manama 

Authorities yesterday shut 
down a restaurant in Adli-

ya, classified as tourist service, 
for violating coronavirus (COV-
ID-19) precautionary measures. 

The facility was shut follow-
ing an inspection conducted by 
officials of the Department of 
Food Control Department, In-
spection Department with the 
Ministry of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism, and the Bahrain Tour-
ism and Exhibitions authorities. 

Legal procedures are taken. 
Officials said the facility vi-

olated multiple norms set as 
per Ministerial Resolution No. 
51 of 2020 related to allowing 
reservation for customers and 
also failed to provide data on 
reservations. The restaurant’s 
managers, officials found, also 
attempted to conceal informa-
tion from the officials. Officials sealing a restaurant in Adlya for violating coronavirus protocols

30pc
Bahrain is expected 
to achieve 3per cent  

growth in real GDP, as 
government spending has 
been reduced by 30pc to 

avoid exceeding this year’s 
budget of expenses

Two more COVID-19 deaths
TDT | Manama 

Two more deaths yesterday 
took Bahrain’s coronavirus 

(COVID-19) casualties to 161. 
A 53-year-old expatriate 

man and a 64-year-old Bah-
rain citizen are the latest vic-
tims of the deadly pandemic, 
Bahrain’s Ministry of Health 
announced on its twitter han-
dle yesterday.  

The deaths were announced 
separately, with health offi-
cials tweeting condolences to 
the families of the deceased. 

As of yesterday, there were 
89 COVID-19 patients in the 
Kingdom receiving treatment, 
out of which 36 patients are 
under critical care. 

Some 2,919 active cases are 
there in the Kingdom, of which 
2,883 patients are in a stable 
condition. 

The ministry also announced 
conducting 6,831 COVID-19 

tests yesterday increasing the 
total number of test conducted 
till date to 892,926

New 322 patients were de-
tected yesterday of which 126 
are expatriates patients, 192 
are contacts of active cases, 
and four are travel-related 
cases. 

The ministry  a lso  an-
nounced 273 recoveries from 
COVID-19 infection yesterday, 
bringing the total number of 
people cured of their infection 
to 40,549.
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Taking 
an e-trip 

down 
memory 
lane to 

Bahrain’s 
glorious 

past 
TDT | Manama

Bahrain, as we know it today, 
was altogether a different 

world, way back in the ’80s and 
’90s when there were no mobile 
phones and cool people used to 
carry with them pagers! 

The new generation might get 
wide-eyed thinking about such 
an era, but those who have lived 
in the Kingdom and witnessed 
the change will get excited walk-
ing down that memory lane. 

Take a look at some of the pic-
tures shared by twitter user @
KhalifaNasser of those golden 
days and you might get excited 

as well. The pictures along with 
this write up are some amongst 
them. 

But, that is not the end of it. 
There are a lot more. 

Walk back a bit more or hit 
the search button a bit more, 
chances of getting landed on 
blogger “ammaro.com” page is 
quite high. 

As his page is filled to the brim 
with memories of Bahrain in the 
’80s and ’90s. 

“If you wanted to go to Saudi, 
it had to be by Plane or Boat! The 
Saudi Causeway didn’t exist!” 
the list starts thus. 

And it gets on interesting as it 
grows down. 

“All phone numbers in Bah-
rain were only 6 digits; Even mo-
bile phones were like 456654,” 
the next line and it goes on. 

Will share a bit more from the 
page. 

“When GOSI cinema first 
opened and everyone thought, 
WOW! 2 cinema screens! Now 
we have a choice!”

“Back when we actually had a 
1 FILS COIN! Also, 20 dinar notes 
were purple, and 100 fils coins 
were all silver.”

The list goes on thus also at-
tracting many to share their own 
excitement. 

“God, how I laughed, especial-
ly at the glass coke bottles and 
the 25fils off... do you remember 
ice cream Abu Alshams (e7lo wa 
ra’7ees) because it used to cost 
25fils?” wrote Princess Ambig-
uous in the comment section. 

Another user anonymous said, 
“Well i lived through some of 
this stuff although i was born in 
the late ‘80s. i remember if we 

wanted to watch cool kid’s show 
we would switch to channel2 of 
Saudi arabian tv they used to put 

duck tales, mr.bouges, and many 
cool stuff.”

This is just a start of the treas-

ure trove of memories available 
in the virtual world on Bahrain’s 
glorious past.  In these day’s of 

the pandemic, don’t you think 
it’s worth taking a look.  

Happy surfing!

Bahrain in the ‘80s and ‘90s. Pictures courtesy of twitter user @KhalifaAlNasser

“ I f  y o u  w a n t e d  t o  g o  t o  S a u d i ,  i t  h a d  t o  b e  b y  P l a n e  o r  B o a t !

Wanna do it online or in-person?

Private schools give parents options for upcoming academic year 

• Classes will be held 
for 3 or 4 hours

• No extra curricular 
activities permitted 

• Glass barriers will 
placed on study tables

• Will ensure 2 meter 
between tables

 TDT |  Manama 

Online or in-person 
classes?

Private schools in the Kingdom have 
started approaching parents here 
with this question, according to an 

Albilad report. 
Schools want parents to choose the 

educational experience that best fit their 
needs for the 2020-’21 academic year. 

The report quoting communique sent 
to parents said that classes would run 
only for 3 hours. 

However, some schools said they 
would hold classes for 4 hours, but les-
sons will on basic school subjects only. 

Activities like sports and music are 

banned, until further notice. 
Schools also informed parents that not 

any “student activities’ will be conducted 
or will have a morning break. 

Students are required to follow these 
instructions when they start their classes 
in September. 

Some of the schools also told parents 
that they are putting in place health 
precautionary measures to ensure social 
distancing.

The most prominent decision in this 
regard is “placing glass barriers on all 
study tables,” Albilad report said. 

The schools are also mulling to reduce 
the number of student in each class to 
less than 12.  

Some of the schools had limited it 
further to 9 students per class. 

Schools have also clarified that there 
will be a 2-meter distance between tables 
in classrooms, as required by the King-
dom’s health authorities.

Many students are eager to get back with friends, but parents might want to limit their expo-
sure by letting them stay at home and take classes online due to concerns related to COVID-19. 
The dilemma is big and there is not any time left too. So, private schools in the Kingdom decid-

ed to find out by writing to parents directly to ask them what they want best. 

Representative picture (Courtesy of Arabian Business)

Bahrain 
Chamber 
webinar on 
Tuesday

TDT | Manama 

Bahrain Chamber an-
nounced holding a we-

binar on “The criteria and 
controls for determining the 
final beneficiary of a C.R”

All members are welcome 
to the webinar held in co-
operation with the Minis-
try of Industry, Commerce, 
and Tourism, the Bahrain 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry said in a statement 
yesterday. 

The webinar will be held 
on Tuesday at 10:30 am. 

Discussions will focus on 
the ministerial decision (83) 
for the year 2020 on the cri-
teria and controls for deter-
mining the final beneficiary 
of commercial records. 

The chamber explained 
that the webinar will be 
conducted in Arabic, and 
will deliberate about the re-
quirements as per the deci-
sion and the mechanism of 
beneficiary disclosure. 

Members are requested to 
register with using this link 
https://bit.ly/2DjTyl2

The webinar will be held 
virtual via Zoom applica-
tion.


