
Qatar concealed funding for Hezbollah: report 
• Qataris have paid 
750 thousand euros 
to a person known to 
German media as “Jason 
G” to buy his silence

TDT | agencies 

Ne w  e v i d e n c e  h a s 
emerged showing how 
deeply Qataris were in-

volved in the funding of Hez-
bollah and its terrorist activities. 

According to a new report, 
Qatari officials have bribed a 
Germany public relations com-
pany to conceal its secret fund-
ing to Hezbollah. 

Qatar reportedly has paid 
750 thousand euros to a person 
known to German media as “Ja-
son G” to buy his silence on the 
role of Qatar to fund Hezbollah.

The new development comes 
weeks after German newspaper 
“Die Zeit” has revealed Qatar’s 
funding for Hezbollah, weapons’ 
deal and attempts to buy the 
silence of the client, “Jason G”. 

The report says Jason G car-
ried out tasks in several coun-
tries in the world, including 
Qatar so that it would not be 

published.
Jason G is a former intelli-

gence agent who currently 
owns a contracting company 
in Germany and has worked in 
a number of global intelligence 
services.

According to Al Ayam report, 
Al Washi, a German Business 
executive, had witnessed at least 

six meetings between “Jason J” 
and Qataris before the collapse 
of their talks. 

The information “Jason J” 
provided helped Qataris cover 
up and get rid of “suspects’ in-
cluding a high-ranking general. 

Funds, the report said, were 
c h a n n e l l e d  t o  He z b o l l a h 
through Qatari charities, which 
are involved in a variety of po-
litically active groups across 
Europe. 

“Jason J” reportedly also had 
first-hand information about 
Qatari arms deals in Eastern Eu-
rope, which would have caused 
Qatar more embarrassment. 

Jason has been the focus of 3 
German media reports in recent 
weeks about Qatar’s terrorist 
financing of Hezbollah, and its 
use of public relations firm VMB 
Eurom to accept a large cash 
payment to erase Doha’s fin-
gerprints in providing material 
military aid to Hezbollah.

The Berlin-based public rela-
tions firm reportedly played the 
mediator between Doha and Ja-
son J. to reach an agreement that 
the client would not open the 
Qatar finance file for Hezbollah.

Ready to help
Arab League to mobilise Arab efforts for Beirut

• Lebanon’s 
president rejects 
international probe

TDT, agencies | Beirut 

Arab League Chief Ahmed 
Aboul Gheit said yes-
terday he would seek to 

mobilise Arab efforts to provide 
support to Lebanon after this 
week’s catastrophic explosion 
in Beirut destroyed parts of the 
capital.

Speaking to reporters after a 
meeting with Lebanese Presi-
dent Michel Aoun, he also said 
the Cairo-based league of Arab 

states was ready to assist the 
investigation into the blast.

“We are ready to help with 
all our means,” he said, adding 
that he would take part in an 
international conference call to 
be organised by France on Sun-
day to discuss aid for Lebanon.

“We have said the goods 
could be transported with 
smaller ships and other means 
of transportation from Mersin 
to Lebanon,” he said.

Arab states, which have long 
channelled funds into Leba-
non’s fragile economy, had 
refrained this time from pro-
viding financial assistance, 
alarmed by the rising influence 
of Hezbollah, a terrorist group 
backed by Iran.

Meanwhile, Lebanon’s pres-
ident has rejected any inter-
national probe into the cat-
astrophic Beirut port blast, 
saying a missile or negligence 
could have been responsible as 
rescuers desperately combed 
the rubble for survivors.

In another development, 
Lebanese riot police fired tear 
gas at demonstrators trying to 
break through a barrier to get 
to the parliament building in 
Beirut. A policeman was killed 
during the clashes with dem-
onstrators, a police spokesman 
said.

Wife of Dutch envoy 
hurt in blast dies
Reuters | Amsterdam

The wife of the Dutch 
ambassador to Lebanon 

died yesterday after being se-
riously injured in the massive 
explosion that tore through 
Beirut’s port on Tuesday, the 
Dutch Foreign Ministry said.

Hedwig Waltmans-Molier, 
55, was injured by the ex-
plosion as she stood next to 
her husband, ambassador Jan 
Waltmans, in the living room 
of their house in Beirut, the 
ministry said.
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The recent, dangerous, painful 
events prove that there is no 
alternative (for Lebanon) to 

preserving the bridges with the 
Arab environment

ANWAR GARGASH  
EMIRATI MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS SAID ON TWITTER

Venezuela jails two 
Americans over 
failed ‘invasion’
AFP News 

Two former US soldiers 
have been sentenced to 

20 years in prison in Ven-
ezuela on charges includ-
ing terrorism, after a failed 
bid to invade the Caribbean 
country last May, Attorney 
General Tarek William Saab 
said.

Luke Alexander Den-
man, 34, and Airan Berry, 
41, “admitted” to “conspir-
acy, association (to commit 
crimes), illicit trafficking of 
war weapons and terror-
ism” over the attempted in-
vasion, allegedly aimed at 
toppling President Nicolas 
Maduro, Saab said on Twit-
ter around midnight Friday.

They were sentenced dur-
ing a court hearing, he said, 
and posted photographs of 
vehicles, weapons and iden-
tity documents.

I had never intended 
to obtain the amount 

of the settlement, 
and I had always 

intended to identify 
Hezbollah financiers 

in Qatar, and who 
were the Qataris 

who would give them 
protection

JASON G

A Lebanese protester faces security forces in downtown Beirut

100,000
The United Nations 
said up to 100,000 

children are among the 
300,000 people made 
homeless, including 

many who have been 
separated from their 

families.

France is sending specialist teams and equipment to help Mauritius deal 
with a fuel spill from a bulk carrier that ran aground on a pristine reef two 
weeks ago and threatens to become an ecological disaster. The MV Wakashio 
struck the reef on the southeast coast of the Indian Ocean island on July 
25. On Thursday, Mauritius said fuel was leaking for a crack in the vessel’s 
hull and its prime minister, Pravind Kumar Jugnauth, declared a state of 
environmental emergency and pleaded for international help. Inset, the leak

Oil spill emergency

Death toll from Air India 
Express accident rises to 18

Reuters | Kozhikode, India

The death toll from an In-
dian passenger aircraft 
accident has risen to 18, 

while 16 people have been seri-
ously injured, a senior govern-
ment official said yesterday. 

The Air India Express plane, 
which was repatriating Indi-
ans stranded in Dubai due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
overshot the runway of the 
Calicut International Airport 
in heavy rain near the southern 
city of Kozhikode on Friday. 

The flight was carrying 190 
passengers and crew.

Authorities have also asked 
local people who rushed out to 
help the passengers trapped in 
the plane to go into quarantine.

The flight data recorder and 
cockpit voice recorder have 
been recovered from the site,

“The pilot tried a lot to land 
us (safely) in the rainy weath-
er. It was cloudy and around 
7-7.30 pm (GMT 1330-1400) in 
the evening, we crash-landed. 
It was difficult to land, he tried 
a lot,” said one passenger, who 
gave his name as Ashraf.

A security official insects the accident site

UK armed forces 
asked to help deal 
with migrant boats 
Reuters | London

Britain’s armed forces 
have been asked to help 

deal with boats carrying mi-
grants across the Channel 
from France, the Defence 
Ministry said on Saturday 
after a spate of arrivals on 
the southern English coast.

Taking advantage of a 
spell of hot weather and 
calm sea conditions, hun-
dreds of people including 
children and pregnant 
women have made the dan-
gerous 33-km crossing in 
recent days, many in over-
loaded rubber dinghies and 
other small vessels.

Hezbollah fighters in south Lebanon. (file courtesy of AP)
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Bahrain dealt 
with the pandemic 

responsibly and with 
full transparency on 
the basis that public 

health is linked to 
the security and 

safety of all citizens 
and residents

SHAIKH ABDULLAH BIN RASHID AL 
KHALIFA

Southern Municipality, in association with the Municipal Council, launched 
an awareness campaign on building violations and unlicensed additions to 
new housing units dubbed “Your Building Permits”.  The campaign which 
began at Khalifa City educated citizens on the need to apply for various 
building permits virtually as well as encouraged taking necessary legal 
procedures before starting construction to avoid violations. The campaign 
distributed gifts to citizens and thanked them for responding positively. 
Officials said the campaign would continue in the housing localities of the 
southern regions.

Training institutions given green light 
Set for September three reopening, precautionary measures announced, violators will face legal action

TDT | Manama 

Training institutions in 
Bahrain’s private sector 
can resume their activi-

ties starting 3 September 2020, 
as the Kingdom continues to 
ease its coronavirus (COVID-19) 
restrictions. 

Jameel Humaidan, the Min-
ister of Labour and Social De-
velopment, announced this in 
a circular released to training 
institutes yesterday. 

As per the circular, Institutes 
are allowed to resume their ac-
tivities, after a long hiatus, ad-
hering strictly to virus precau-
tionary measures recommended 
by the National Medical Team. 

“Owners of the training insti-
tutions, trainees, administrative 
as well as training staff” should 
strictly commit themselves to 
the precautionary measures for 
their own and others safety, the 
circular reads. 

Endorsed by the Government 

Executive Committee, chaired 
by HRH Prince Salman bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Commander 
and First Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, the reopening measures are 
as recommended by the National 
Medical Task Force to Combat 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19), 

headed by Lieutenant-General 
Dr Shaikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dullah Al Khalifa, President of 
the Supreme Council of Health. 

Periodic inspections
The Ministry of Labour and 

Social Development will con-
duct regular inspections to en-

sure compliance with health re-
quirements, while warning legal 
actions against violators. 

“Resumption of training ac-
tivities is important for skill 
development and for sectors 
that require continuous train-
ing activities such as aviation, 
engineering, electrical and in-
dustrial technologies to name a  
few. 

Humaidan said the govern-
ment attaches prime importance 
for vocational training for it in-
tegrates Bahraini citizens to the 
labour market. 

The current reopening deci-
sion, he said, follows a meeting 
held with the representatives of 
the owners of the private train-
ing institutions in the Kingdom. 

In this context, the minister 
said the authorities have iden-
tified and approved a set of pro-
visions to ensure the smooth 
functioning of virtual training 
and constant monitoring by au-
thorities. 

 

Mandatory requirements 

Training institutions should provide protective face masks 
to all employees and trainees, who are also obliged to use 

them. 
No individuals should be allowed to enter the premises of 

the institution without wearing facemasks. 
Care should be taken to limit the number of students, so 

that distance between trainees in a classroom should not be 
less than 2 meters. 

The circular requires the institutions to sterilised all shared 
tools and equipment daily as well as mandates employees, 
training staff, and trainees to undergo regular temperatures 
checks. 

Entry should be denied to a person in case of higher temper-
ate and should notify authority by calling 444. 

The institutions should also alert authorities when detecting 
symptoms of potential infection or if a person happened to be 
in contact with an infected person. 

Owners of the training institutions are also encouraged to 
continue virtual training and utilise the possibilities of merging 
classroom and online training sessions. 

Training institutions are also allowed to hold international 
examinations individually or for a limited number of candi-
dates, not exceeding five persons, including the observer.

Jameel Humaidan, the Minister of Labour and Social Development

Proactive measures boosted coronavirus battle 
TDT | Washington

Proactive measures adopt-
ed by the Kingdom, well 
before detecting a corona-

virus case, were instrumental in 
raising Bahrain’s recovery rate 
as highest in the region, said 
Bahrain’s envoy to the US.

The 98 per cent recovery rate, 
Shaikh Abdullah bin Rashid Al 
Khalifa said, is a testament to 
the Kingdom’s innovative ap-
proach to contain the spread. 
Death rate here is 0.36pc. 

He was speaking during a 
discussion on innovation for 
responsible governance during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa treated citizens 
and residents alike in the battle, 
while also taking care to boost 
the number of tests conducted, 
Shaikh Abdullah said adding 
that HRH Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme Com-
mander and First Deputy Prime 
Minister, acted as a guiding 
force. 

Bahrain, Shaikh Abdullah 
said, acted responsibly and with 

“full transparency” in its battle 
against the COVID-19 pandemic 
with Kingdom’s public health 
remaining committed to the “se-
curity and safety of all citizens 
and residents.” 

On Bahrain’s strategies, Shai-
kh Abdullah said the Kingdom 
made several innovative ap-
proaches to contain the spread, 
citing “BeAware” app as one 
amongst them. 

Others include “converting 
car parks to intensive care units, 
establishing temporary housing 

for foreign workers who live in 
overcrowded areas and launch-
ing mobile examination (bus) 
units.”

Economy to improve
When it comes to innovation, 

there are many opportunities 
for the government to join 
hands with the private sector, 
he said adding that the econom-
ic situation of Bahrain and the 
countries of the region will be 
in better shape next year, citing 
international reports. 

He noted that Bahrain is ex-
pected to achieve 3 per cent 
growth in real GDP, as gov-
ernment spending has been 
reduced by 30pc to avoid ex-
ceeding this year’s budget of 
expenses. 

“Bahrain has always been 
aware of the importance of di-
versifying sources of income,” 
the envoy said. 

Financial sector contributes 
16.7pc of the GDP. Closely fol-
lowing is the manufacturing 
and government services sec-
tor, Shaikh Abdullah said noting 
that the Economic Development 
Board had succeeded in attract-
ing 134 foreign companies up 
to 2019.

Authorities shut a restaurant in Adliya 
TDT | Manama 

Authorities yesterday shut 
down a restaurant in Adli-

ya, classified as tourist service, 
for violating coronavirus (COV-
ID-19) precautionary measures. 

The facility was shut follow-
ing an inspection conducted by 
officials of the Department of 
Food Control Department, In-
spection Department with the 
Ministry of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism, and the Bahrain Tour-
ism and Exhibitions authorities. 

Legal procedures are taken. 
Officials said the facility vi-

olated multiple norms set as 
per Ministerial Resolution No. 
51 of 2020 related to allowing 
reservation for customers and 
also failed to provide data on 
reservations. The restaurant’s 
managers, officials found, also 
attempted to conceal informa-
tion from the officials. Officials sealing a restaurant in Adlya for violating coronavirus protocols

30pc
Bahrain is expected 
to achieve 3per cent  

growth in real GDP, as 
government spending has 
been reduced by 30pc to 

avoid exceeding this year’s 
budget of expenses

Two more COVID-19 deaths
TDT | Manama 

Two more deaths yesterday 
took Bahrain’s coronavirus 

(COVID-19) casualties to 161. 
A 53-year-old expatriate 

man and a 64-year-old Bah-
rain citizen are the latest vic-
tims of the deadly pandemic, 
Bahrain’s Ministry of Health 
announced on its twitter han-
dle yesterday.  

The deaths were announced 
separately, with health offi-
cials tweeting condolences to 
the families of the deceased. 

As of yesterday, there were 
89 COVID-19 patients in the 
Kingdom receiving treatment, 
out of which 36 patients are 
under critical care. 

Some 2,919 active cases are 
there in the Kingdom, of which 
2,883 patients are in a stable 
condition. 

The ministry also announced 
conducting 6,831 COVID-19 

tests yesterday increasing the 
total number of test conducted 
till date to 892,926

New 322 patients were de-
tected yesterday of which 126 
are expatriates patients, 192 
are contacts of active cases, 
and four are travel-related 
cases. 

The ministry  a lso  an-
nounced 273 recoveries from 
COVID-19 infection yesterday, 
bringing the total number of 
people cured of their infection 
to 40,549.
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Bahrain dealt 
with the pandemic 

responsibly and with 
full transparency on 
the basis that public 

health is linked to 
the security and 

safety of all citizens 
and residents

SHAIKH ABDULLAH BIN RASHID AL 
KHALIFA

Southern Municipality, in association with the Municipal Council, launched 
an awareness campaign on building violations and unlicensed additions to 
new housing units dubbed “Your Building Permits”.  The campaign which 
began at Khalifa City educated citizens on the need to apply for various 
building permits virtually as well as encouraged taking necessary legal 
procedures before starting construction to avoid violations. The campaign 
distributed gifts to citizens and thanked them for responding positively. 
Officials said the campaign would continue in the housing localities of the 
southern regions.

Training institutions given green light 
Set for September three reopening, precautionary measures announced, violators will face legal action

TDT | Manama 

Training institutions in 
Bahrain’s private sector 
can resume their activi-

ties starting 3 September 2020, 
as the Kingdom continues to 
ease its coronavirus (COVID-19) 
restrictions. 

Jameel Humaidan, the Min-
ister of Labour and Social De-
velopment, announced this in 
a circular released to training 
institutes yesterday. 

As per the circular, Institutes 
are allowed to resume their ac-
tivities, after a long hiatus, ad-
hering strictly to virus precau-
tionary measures recommended 
by the National Medical Team. 

“Owners of the training insti-
tutions, trainees, administrative 
as well as training staff” should 
strictly commit themselves to 
the precautionary measures for 
their own and others safety, the 
circular reads. 

Endorsed by the Government 

Executive Committee, chaired 
by HRH Prince Salman bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Commander 
and First Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, the reopening measures are 
as recommended by the National 
Medical Task Force to Combat 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19), 

headed by Lieutenant-General 
Dr Shaikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dullah Al Khalifa, President of 
the Supreme Council of Health. 

Periodic inspections
The Ministry of Labour and 

Social Development will con-
duct regular inspections to en-

sure compliance with health re-
quirements, while warning legal 
actions against violators. 

“Resumption of training ac-
tivities is important for skill 
development and for sectors 
that require continuous train-
ing activities such as aviation, 
engineering, electrical and in-
dustrial technologies to name a  
few. 

Humaidan said the govern-
ment attaches prime importance 
for vocational training for it in-
tegrates Bahraini citizens to the 
labour market. 

The current reopening deci-
sion, he said, follows a meeting 
held with the representatives of 
the owners of the private train-
ing institutions in the Kingdom. 

In this context, the minister 
said the authorities have iden-
tified and approved a set of pro-
visions to ensure the smooth 
functioning of virtual training 
and constant monitoring by au-
thorities. 

 

Mandatory requirements 

Training institutions should provide protective face masks 
to all employees and trainees, who are also obliged to use 

them. 
No individuals should be allowed to enter the premises of 

the institution without wearing facemasks. 
Care should be taken to limit the number of students, so 

that distance between trainees in a classroom should not be 
less than 2 meters. 

The circular requires the institutions to sterilised all shared 
tools and equipment daily as well as mandates employees, 
training staff, and trainees to undergo regular temperatures 
checks. 

Entry should be denied to a person in case of higher temper-
ate and should notify authority by calling 444. 

The institutions should also alert authorities when detecting 
symptoms of potential infection or if a person happened to be 
in contact with an infected person. 

Owners of the training institutions are also encouraged to 
continue virtual training and utilise the possibilities of merging 
classroom and online training sessions. 

Training institutions are also allowed to hold international 
examinations individually or for a limited number of candi-
dates, not exceeding five persons, including the observer.

Jameel Humaidan, the Minister of Labour and Social Development

Proactive measures boosted coronavirus battle 
TDT | Washington

Proactive measures adopt-
ed by the Kingdom, well 
before detecting a corona-

virus case, were instrumental in 
raising Bahrain’s recovery rate 
as highest in the region, said 
Bahrain’s envoy to the US.

The 98 per cent recovery rate, 
Shaikh Abdullah bin Rashid Al 
Khalifa said, is a testament to 
the Kingdom’s innovative ap-
proach to contain the spread. 
Death rate here is 0.36pc. 

He was speaking during a 
discussion on innovation for 
responsible governance during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa treated citizens 
and residents alike in the battle, 
while also taking care to boost 
the number of tests conducted, 
Shaikh Abdullah said adding 
that HRH Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme Com-
mander and First Deputy Prime 
Minister, acted as a guiding 
force. 

Bahrain, Shaikh Abdullah 
said, acted responsibly and with 

“full transparency” in its battle 
against the COVID-19 pandemic 
with Kingdom’s public health 
remaining committed to the “se-
curity and safety of all citizens 
and residents.” 

On Bahrain’s strategies, Shai-
kh Abdullah said the Kingdom 
made several innovative ap-
proaches to contain the spread, 
citing “BeAware” app as one 
amongst them. 

Others include “converting 
car parks to intensive care units, 
establishing temporary housing 

for foreign workers who live in 
overcrowded areas and launch-
ing mobile examination (bus) 
units.”

Economy to improve
When it comes to innovation, 

there are many opportunities 
for the government to join 
hands with the private sector, 
he said adding that the econom-
ic situation of Bahrain and the 
countries of the region will be 
in better shape next year, citing 
international reports. 

He noted that Bahrain is ex-
pected to achieve 3 per cent 
growth in real GDP, as gov-
ernment spending has been 
reduced by 30pc to avoid ex-
ceeding this year’s budget of 
expenses. 

“Bahrain has always been 
aware of the importance of di-
versifying sources of income,” 
the envoy said. 

Financial sector contributes 
16.7pc of the GDP. Closely fol-
lowing is the manufacturing 
and government services sec-
tor, Shaikh Abdullah said noting 
that the Economic Development 
Board had succeeded in attract-
ing 134 foreign companies up 
to 2019.

Authorities shut a restaurant in Adliya 
TDT | Manama 

Authorities yesterday shut 
down a restaurant in Adli-

ya, classified as tourist service, 
for violating coronavirus (COV-
ID-19) precautionary measures. 

The facility was shut follow-
ing an inspection conducted by 
officials of the Department of 
Food Control Department, In-
spection Department with the 
Ministry of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism, and the Bahrain Tour-
ism and Exhibitions authorities. 

Legal procedures are taken. 
Officials said the facility vi-

olated multiple norms set as 
per Ministerial Resolution No. 
51 of 2020 related to allowing 
reservation for customers and 
also failed to provide data on 
reservations. The restaurant’s 
managers, officials found, also 
attempted to conceal informa-
tion from the officials. Officials sealing a restaurant in Adlya for violating coronavirus protocols

30pc
Bahrain is expected 
to achieve 3per cent  

growth in real GDP, as 
government spending has 
been reduced by 30pc to 

avoid exceeding this year’s 
budget of expenses

Two more COVID-19 deaths
TDT | Manama 

Two more deaths yesterday 
took Bahrain’s coronavirus 

(COVID-19) casualties to 161. 
A 53-year-old expatriate 

man and a 64-year-old Bah-
rain citizen are the latest vic-
tims of the deadly pandemic, 
Bahrain’s Ministry of Health 
announced on its twitter han-
dle yesterday.  

The deaths were announced 
separately, with health offi-
cials tweeting condolences to 
the families of the deceased. 

As of yesterday, there were 
89 COVID-19 patients in the 
Kingdom receiving treatment, 
out of which 36 patients are 
under critical care. 

Some 2,919 active cases are 
there in the Kingdom, of which 
2,883 patients are in a stable 
condition. 

The ministry also announced 
conducting 6,831 COVID-19 

tests yesterday increasing the 
total number of test conducted 
till date to 892,926

New 322 patients were de-
tected yesterday of which 126 
are expatriates patients, 192 
are contacts of active cases, 
and four are travel-related 
cases. 

The ministry  a lso  an-
nounced 273 recoveries from 
COVID-19 infection yesterday, 
bringing the total number of 
people cured of their infection 
to 40,549.
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Taking 
an e-trip 

down 
memory 
lane to 

Bahrain’s 
glorious 

past 
TDT | Manama

Bahrain, as we know it today, 
was altogether a different 

world, way back in the ’80s and 
’90s when there were no mobile 
phones and cool people used to 
carry with them pagers! 

The new generation might get 
wide-eyed thinking about such 
an era, but those who have lived 
in the Kingdom and witnessed 
the change will get excited walk-
ing down that memory lane. 

Take a look at some of the pic-
tures shared by twitter user @
KhalifaNasser of those golden 
days and you might get excited 

as well. The pictures along with 
this write up are some amongst 
them. 

But, that is not the end of it. 
There are a lot more. 

Walk back a bit more or hit 
the search button a bit more, 
chances of getting landed on 
blogger “ammaro.com” page is 
quite high. 

As his page is filled to the brim 
with memories of Bahrain in the 
’80s and ’90s. 

“If you wanted to go to Saudi, 
it had to be by Plane or Boat! The 
Saudi Causeway didn’t exist!” 
the list starts thus. 

And it gets on interesting as it 
grows down. 

“All phone numbers in Bah-
rain were only 6 digits; Even mo-
bile phones were like 456654,” 
the next line and it goes on. 

Will share a bit more from the 
page. 

“When GOSI cinema first 
opened and everyone thought, 
WOW! 2 cinema screens! Now 
we have a choice!”

“Back when we actually had a 
1 FILS COIN! Also, 20 dinar notes 
were purple, and 100 fils coins 
were all silver.”

The list goes on thus also at-
tracting many to share their own 
excitement. 

“God, how I laughed, especial-
ly at the glass coke bottles and 
the 25fils off... do you remember 
ice cream Abu Alshams (e7lo wa 
ra’7ees) because it used to cost 
25fils?” wrote Princess Ambig-
uous in the comment section. 

Another user anonymous said, 
“Well i lived through some of 
this stuff although i was born in 
the late ‘80s. i remember if we 

wanted to watch cool kid’s show 
we would switch to channel2 of 
Saudi arabian tv they used to put 

duck tales, mr.bouges, and many 
cool stuff.”

This is just a start of the treas-

ure trove of memories available 
in the virtual world on Bahrain’s 
glorious past.  In these day’s of 

the pandemic, don’t you think 
it’s worth taking a look.  

Happy surfing!

Bahrain in the ‘80s and ‘90s. Pictures courtesy of twitter user @KhalifaAlNasser

“ I f  y o u  w a n t e d  t o  g o  t o  S a u d i ,  i t  h a d  t o  b e  b y  P l a n e  o r  B o a t !

Wanna do it online or in-person?

Private schools give parents options for upcoming academic year 

• Classes will be held 
for 3 or 4 hours

• No extra curricular 
activities permitted 

• Glass barriers will 
placed on study tables

• Will ensure 2 meter 
between tables

 TDT |  Manama 

Online or in-person 
classes?

Private schools in the Kingdom have 
started approaching parents here 
with this question, according to an 

Albilad report. 
Schools want parents to choose the 

educational experience that best fit their 
needs for the 2020-’21 academic year. 

The report quoting communique sent 
to parents said that classes would run 
only for 3 hours. 

However, some schools said they 
would hold classes for 4 hours, but les-
sons will on basic school subjects only. 

Activities like sports and music are 

banned, until further notice. 
Schools also informed parents that not 

any “student activities’ will be conducted 
or will have a morning break. 

Students are required to follow these 
instructions when they start their classes 
in September. 

Some of the schools also told parents 
that they are putting in place health 
precautionary measures to ensure social 
distancing.

The most prominent decision in this 
regard is “placing glass barriers on all 
study tables,” Albilad report said. 

The schools are also mulling to reduce 
the number of student in each class to 
less than 12.  

Some of the schools had limited it 
further to 9 students per class. 

Schools have also clarified that there 
will be a 2-meter distance between tables 
in classrooms, as required by the King-
dom’s health authorities.

Many students are eager to get back with friends, but parents might want to limit their expo-
sure by letting them stay at home and take classes online due to concerns related to COVID-19. 
The dilemma is big and there is not any time left too. So, private schools in the Kingdom decid-

ed to find out by writing to parents directly to ask them what they want best. 

Representative picture (Courtesy of Arabian Business)

Bahrain 
Chamber 
webinar on 
Tuesday

TDT | Manama 

Bahrain Chamber an-
nounced holding a we-

binar on “The criteria and 
controls for determining the 
final beneficiary of a C.R”

All members are welcome 
to the webinar held in co-
operation with the Minis-
try of Industry, Commerce, 
and Tourism, the Bahrain 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry said in a statement 
yesterday. 

The webinar will be held 
on Tuesday at 10:30 am. 

Discussions will focus on 
the ministerial decision (83) 
for the year 2020 on the cri-
teria and controls for deter-
mining the final beneficiary 
of commercial records. 

The chamber explained 
that the webinar will be 
conducted in Arabic, and 
will deliberate about the re-
quirements as per the deci-
sion and the mechanism of 
beneficiary disclosure. 

Members are requested to 
register with using this link 
https://bit.ly/2DjTyl2

The webinar will be held 
virtual via Zoom applica-
tion.



04
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2020

Take a deep breath. Now hold 
your breath and count slowly 
upto twenty. Difficult? Its actu-

ally less than that amount of time for a 
child to drown if left unattended in a 
swimming pool or water body. In fact, 
a child need not even be left alone in 
a pool or by the beach. She or he can 
have a life-threatening accident in full 
view of other people if the parents or 
guardians are not alert or if there is no 
trained lifeguard to rescue the child. 

It requires us all to follow three simple 
rules when it comes to prevention of 
drowning accidents: always insist on a 
pool or water body with a lifeguard, if you 
are not accompanying your child into the 
water or cannot swim yourself ; children 
below five must always be within arm’s 
reach of the adult carer in the water; 
children under 10 must be clearly visible 
at all times when in the water. This also 
includes inflatable paddling pools and 
bathtubs. This is particularly relevant 
today when adults tend to get busy with 
their phones when minding kids.

This is not just about children either. 
In a society like ours where people 
come from different countries and back-
grounds, many adults also put them-
selves at risk 
by venturing 
to swim when 
they cannot 
manage any-
thing beyond 
a basic shal-
low - water 
wiggle. 

Now that 
s u m m e r  i s 
here in full 
b l a s t ,  o n e 
of the unin-
tended silver 
linings of the 
pandemic is 
that we have 
not heard the 
usual litany of 
sad accidents 
in swimming 
p o o l s  a n d 
on beaches. 
W i t h  p a r-
ents keeping 
their children 
away from 
water bodies 
because of 
the COVID-19 
health cri-
sis, there has 
been at least 
a temporary 
halt to need-
less water ac-
cidents. 

Of course this is not a solution and one 
good way to tackle unnecessary drowning 
is to ensure that all children and adults 
are taught basic water survival skills – 
at least the doggy paddle that will keep 
them afloat till help arrives. Further, as 
a country where so many villas, high-
rise apartment blocks and hotels have 
swimming pools, we must ensure that 
they are monitored by a trained lifeguard 
and also CCTV camera linked to a nearby 
security post. 

C A P T A I N ’ S  C O R N E R

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2020

This means they were 
broadly advocates 
of a federated (or 

confederated), centralized 
European state, without 

ever having the necessary 
political debate that 

raged in the US in the 
1790s between the 

advocates of centralism 
(Alexander Hamilton) and 
decentralization (Thomas 

Jefferson). 
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DR. JOHN C. HULSMAN

I have long suspected that the 
endless undoubtedly boring Eu-
ropean summit meetings are so 

turgid for a reason. It is easy to get 
lost in the byzantine complexities of 
false agreements that actually solve 
nothing. And that is how the EU likes 
it: For us to have little idea that it is a 
paper tiger, so much less than meets 
the eye in terms of its geostrategic 
power.

But crises clarify. And there is 
absolutely no doubt that the coro-
navirus has made crystal clear that 
the old model governing the EU has 
finally, after a brilliant 70-year run, 
entirely run out of steam. The sup-
posed deal over emergency Europe-
an coronavirus funds pledged last 
week to the plague-ravaged south, 
far from being a concord, has ex-
posed the EU’s haplessness for all 
to see.

First, if you are brave enough to 
wade through the actual agreement 
reached, it becomes palpably clear 
that it is full of policy holes. The 
Eurogroup of finance ministers has 
recommended using the European 
Stability Mechanism (ESM), estab-
lished in the wake of the 2008 Great 
Recession, to meet the southerners’ 
needs.

A basic problem with this is that 
the ESM was set up in the wake of 
an asymmetric shock — the par-
ticular economic follies of Greece 
and possibly other southern econ-
omies — rather than the symmetric 
shock of a global pandemic. In other 
words, there can be no doubt that 
Greece was largely to blame for its 
own parlous situation. The same 

cannot now be said of the Southern 
European states ravaged by a global 
pandemic. The basic issue of fairness 
is in real question.

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte rightly calls the proposed 
€540 billion ($587 billion) rescue 
plan “a trap.” The accord is there to 
only deal with the immediate impact 
of the virus. However, over the much 
larger rescue efforts necessary to 
revive the Italian and other south-
ern economies necessitated by the 
debilitating lockdown, normal con-
ditionality will be imposed.

This is understandably political-
ly toxic in Italy, where it is seen as 
surrendering basic sovereignty to 
the uncertain mercies of economic 
overlords the EU, the International 
Monetary Fund and the Europe-
an Central Bank. No Italian leader 
could accept such colonization and 
survive. In true Kafkaesque fash-
ion, no country in the south that 
truly needs the ESM can politically 
accept it. These design flaws have 
become so obvious that the deal has 
unraveled almost immediately upon 
delivery.

This amounts to more than Eu-
rope’s glaring inability to behave as 
a union when it truly counts; it also 
illustrates the limits of the guiding 
philosophy of the EU. The “Monnet 
method” — functionalism — is a pol-
icy strategy based on the advocacy of 
small, technocratic, apolitical agree-
ments being agreed to precisely be-
cause they seemed secondary, or 
technical, eventually amounting to 
decisive movement toward a con-
federated European state.

In the 1950s, rather than talking 
about grand visions of European 

union (a Valhalla that had far less 
than majority support), it was better 
to discuss seemingly inoffensive coal 
and steel union, even as the latter led 
to further economic union, and then 
to a degree of political union. Large 
political questions were to be pur-
posefully avoided in favor of getting 
to large political answers (always in 
the direction of ever closer union) 
through the backdoor of technical, 
apolitical initiatives. Over decades, 
functionalism met with the great-
est of success, as a broadly united 
Europe emerged, all without ever 
answering the basic question of what 
sort of political construct was truly 
being created.

While this seemed clever and it 
worked for a long while, in actuality, 
functionalism has stored up a great 
deal of trouble for Europe, which has 
come home to roost since the Great 
Recession of 2008. The founders of 
the EU wanted a powerful Hamilto-
nian Brussels without ever having 
their Hamiltonian moment..

This means they were broadly 
advocates of a federated (or confed-
erated), centralized European state, 
without ever having the necessary 
political debate that raged in the US 
in the 1790s between the advocates 
of centralism (Alexander Hamilton) 
and decentralization (Thomas Jef-
ferson). In the end, the federalist ad-
ministration of George Washington 
opted for Hamilton’s centralizing 
vision, won overwhelming re-elec-
tion and a popular mandate for the 
national government to assume state 
debt, while at the same time estab-
lishing a powerful national Treas-
ury, brilliantly headed by Hamilton 
himself.

Due to an overly clever function-
alism, present European leaders 
(with the honorable exception of 
President Emmanuel Macron of 
France) shied away from this diffi-
cult argument in the happier times 
that preceded the coronavirus. But 
the failure of functionalism over the 
past 70 years to decisively answer 
the question of what sort of union 
Europe was to become is now fatally 
handicapping basic and necessary 
efforts to combat the coronavirus 
— the political risk event of our gen-
eration.

The result is an EU built only for 
sunny weather, which trundles along 
nicely in good times, but is fatally 
overmatched in bad ones. A political 
union that no one really believes in 
and whose members are not willing 
to make the basic sacrifice of blood 
and treasure for is a union only in 
name. And, without the Hamiltoni-
an moment in these times of crisis, 
Europe will be increasingly unfit 
for purpose.

A FOOL THINKS HIMSELF TO 
BE WISE, BUT A WISE MAN 
KNOWS HIMSELF TO BE A 
FOOL.
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

Once again the leaders, the busi-
ness houses and the people of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain have 

come together in the spirit of patriot-
ism and unity to raise defenses against 
an unusual and unseen enemy – the 
COVID-19 virus pandemic.

In just 24 hours, these parties, led by 
the example of HH Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, have raised over BD 
21 million to help people and business-
es struck by the impact of the virus. 
The funds, under the project ‘Feena 
Khair’ (There is Good in Us) will be 
used for business support and medical 
support as well as humanitarian food 
and clothing aid. 

The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry also provided its spacious 
and centrally-located old premises for 
use by the COVID-19 task force. 

In the midst of our peculiar con-
dition of isolation, social dis-
tancing and despair, we must 
rejoice in this stream of com-
passion that has sprung from 
amidst us to counter the harsh 
reality of the crisis. It is praise-
worthy of the big businesses 
to have come forward to sup-
port the vision of the leaders 
of Bahrain and keep the hu-
manitarian consideration as 
the first priority in this crisis. 

Long after the dust has set-
tled around the world, those 
who will be remembered 
are leaders who led from 
the heart. Undoubtedly, the 
response of Bahrain’s lead-
ership will shed a beacon of 
light on our historic response. 
Inspired by His Majesty, our 
Crown Prince and First Dep-
uty Premier guided the gov-
ernment in the crucial early 
days to approach the sensi-
tive themes of quarantine and 
treatment with compassion. 
When he returned from his 

sojourn abroad, our beloved Prime 
Minister immediately galvanized the 
Cabinet and government officials, 
displaying his admirable energy and 
crisis management in managing the 
situation. 

I am sure you will all agree that this 
has inspired our business houses and 
individuals to donate so generously 
and tap the vein of goodness within us 
and reach out to help fellow-residents 
of Bahrain. The days are challenging 
but when we have great leaders, we 
all rise to the occasion and to greater 
heights of goodness than we ourselves 
thought possible. 

Yes indeed. There is good in us all..

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the  
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and 
the President of the Arab-African Unity 

Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and 
Counterterrorism)        

Great leaders 
inspire us to 

goodness

CAPT. MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

I am sure you 
will all agree 
that this has 
inspired our 

business houses 
and individuals 

to donate so 
generously and 

tap the vein of 
goodness within 
us and reach out 

to help fellow-
residents of 

Bahrain. 

EU doomed without the 
Hamiltonian moment

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte calls the proposed €540 billion rescue plan a trap. 

HH Shaikh Nasser

Saving a life 
in 20 seconds

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and
the President of the Arab-African Unity
Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and
Counterterrorism)

With parents 
keeping their 
children 
away from 
water bodies 
because of 
the COVID-19 
health crisis, 
there has 
been at least 
a temporary 
halt to need-
less water 
accidents. 

Beating the pandemic 
• Electricity and Water 
Authority topped with 
136 tenders in H1

• Tenders for housing 
units and apartments 
totalled BD90 million

• Electricity, water, 
infrastructure and 
sanitation tenders 
totalled BD150 m

TDT | Manama 

The virus-induced down-
turn had little effect on the 
Kingdom’s development 

drive, with Bahrain awarding 
769 tenders and auctions valuing 
around 631.9 million dinars dur-
ing the first half of the year alone, 
revealed a top official. 

Construction and engineering 
consultancy sectors emerged as 
the most active during the period, 
with its tender value touching an 
estimated BD222.4 m. 

T h i s  wa s  a n n o u n c e d  by 
Sheikh Nayef bin Khalid Al Khal-
ifa, the Chairman of the Tender 
and Auctions Board. 

Closely following was Oil and 
gas sector with around 157.4 m 
dinars, Materials and equipment 
sector with BD110.6 m, Services, 
auctions and investment sector 
with BD76.5 m and the Aviation 
sector with BD65.0 m. 

The award rate, Shaikh Nayef 
said, indicates the stability en-
joyed by various sectors and con-
firms the “sustainability of devel-
opment services” in the Kingdom. 

The figures also stand as proof 
to Kingdom aspiration to provide 
the best service to citizens and 
achieve sustainability in light of 
the extraordinary circumstances 
the world is going through.

47 government tenders
Shaikh Nayef also announced 

awarding 47 government tenders, 
worth BD8.25 m, during the first 
half of the year. 

The tenders, he said, were for 
supporting small and medium en-
terprises in the Kingdom, thanks 
to the Council of Ministers for 
granting preference to SMEs sec-
tor. 

Moving on, he said the digital-
isation of tendering process con-
tributed greatly in increasing the 
efficiency of bidding processes, 
which also meet the best global 
practices. 

The Tender Board announced 
its first fully online tender fol-
lowing the launch of the second 
phase of the online tender system. 
Board moved to automate all the 
auctions of tenders, beginning 
April this year. 

Tatweer tops with BD149.875 m
According to the board’s 

semi-annual statistics, Tatweer 
Petroleum ranked first in terms of 
awarded tenders amounting to a 
total value of BD149.857 m. 

Electricity and Water Authority 
followed with BD115.414 m, Min-
istry of Housing with BD90.196 m, 
Ministry of Works, Municipali-
ties Affairs and Urban Planning 
with BD62.427 m and Gulf Air with 
BD59.017 m.     Value of awarded 
tenders by rest of the organisa-
tions amounted to BD154.989 m.

EWA 136 tenders
When it comes to the number 

of tenders, Electricity and Water 
Authority topped with 136 ten-
ders, followed by the Ministry 
of Works, Municipalities Affairs 
and Urban Planning with 81 ten-
ders, Ministry of Health with 76 
tenders, Gulf Air with 75 tenders, 
and a development company with 
59 bids.

Tender Board, Shaikh Nayef 
said, has maintained positive 
indicators in terms of optimal 
bidding methods, as public ten-
ders accounted for 72.1 per cent 
of the total.   “This confirms that 
the board is moving forward with 
international best practices,” add-
ed Shaikh Nayef. 

BD90m housing projects 
The board, he said, also award-

ed several tenders related to 
prominent service projects in the 
Kingdom which benefits citizens 
and residents directly. 

Shaikh Nayef said the board 
awarded tenders for the Ministry 
of Housing to build and maintain 
housing units and apartments 
which comes to around BD90 m. 

The board also awarded tenders 
in electricity, water, infrastruc-
ture and sanitation sectors, with 
an estimated value of BD150 m. 

Tender board awards 769 tenders valuing BD 631.9 million in H1, 2020

Oil and gas 
sector

Materials and 
equipment 

sector

Investment 
sector

Construction, 
engineering 

sector

Aviation
 sector

157.4 
million dinars

65 
million dinars

222.4
million dinars

110.6
million dinars

76.5
million dinars

The board in the 
first half of this year 
awarded 769 tenders 
and auctions with a 
total value of about 
631.9 million dinars, 

with the construction 
and engineering 

consultancy sector 
accounting for 222.4 

million dinars
SHEIKH NAYEF BIN KHALID AL KHALIFA

 CHAIRMAN, TENDER AND AUCTIONS BOARD

Established in 2002 by Legis-
lative Decree No: 36, the Ten-
der Board is an independent, 

regulator of government 
procurement practices in the 

Kingdom of Bahrain.
KNOW WHAT

The Board collaborates with the 
public sector Purchasing Authorities, 
and local, regional and international 
contractors and suppliers, in order 
to ensure equality, transparency and 
competitiveness in all government 
tendering and purchasing practices.

Jaafari Endowments Administration 
rejects social media claims as incorrect

TDT | Manama 

The Jaafari Endowments Ad-
ministration yesterday re-

jected allegations doing round 
on social medial platform about 
it holding a meeting and making a 
decision on the upcoming Ashura 
season as unfounded. 

“What is being circulated on 
social media are absolutely in-
correct,” the administration  
said. 

Officials explained that they 
had not held any meeting between 
the Department of the Jaafari En-
dowments and the official bodies 
in any way. 

The administration confirmed 
that it will organise the annual 
meeting next Thursday morning 

virtually and will invite relevant 
heads to participate. 

The administration called on all 

to remain vigilant against biased 
news and to accept information 
only to official sources.

KNOW WHAT

Jaffaria Waqf Directorate 
was founded in 1927 and is an 
independent department attached 
to the Ministry of Justice and Islamic 
Affairs in Kingdom of Bahrain. 

The main activity of the Jaffaria 
Waqf Directorate is the supervision 
of around 724 mosques and 632 
mattams as well as the supervision 
of the assets endowed to those 
mosques and mattams, the 
endowments of the charities, etc.

Picture courtesy of AlAyam
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Coronavirus punishes Warren Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway 
Reuters | Washington 

Berkshire Hathaway Inc yes-
terday announced a $9.8 bil-

lion writedown and 10,000 job 
losses at its Precision Castparts 
aircraft parts unit, as the coro-
navirus pandemic caused wide-
spread pain at Warren Buffett’s 
conglomerate.

Despite the writedown, Berk-
shire said second-quarter net 
income surged 87pc because 
of gains in stock investments 
such as Apple Inc as markets 
rebounded.

Operating profit fell 10 per 
cent, cushioned by a temporary 
bump at the Geico auto insurer, 
as the pandemic caused “rela-
tively minor to severe” damage 
to most of Berkshire’s more than 
90 operating businesses.

“The writedown was pru-
dent,” said Cathy Seifert, an eq-
uity analyst at CFRA Research. 
“It’s a recognition of what the 
market has long believed, that 
the purchase price was rich, and 
the integration not as smooth as 
many would have hoped.”

Berkshire, which paid $32.1 
billion for Precision in 2016 in 
its largest acquisition, and which 

Buffett at the time called a steep 
price, said COVID-19 caused air-
lines to slash plane orders, sig-
nificantly curbing demand for 

Precision’s products.
Buffett himself soured on air-

lines during the quarter, selling 
$6 billion of their stock and tell-

ing shareholders on May 2 the 
industry’s future had become 
“much less clear to me.”

Berkshire said Precision, 

which also makes industrial 
parts, saw revenue fall by one-
third and plans an “aggressive 
restructuring” to shrink opera-
tions. Precision ended 2019 with 
33,417 employees, and has shed 
30pc of its workforce.

During the quarter, Buffett, 
who turns 90 on Aug. 30, also 
took advantage of Berkshire’s 
underperforming shares by re-
purchasing $5.1 billion of stock, 
even as the pandemic reduced 
other companies’ ability to buy 
back their own shares.

Berkshire’s stock has signifi-
cantly underperformed broader 

markets since the end of 2018, 
and Seifert said investors should 
welcome the buybacks.

“Berkshire tends to go against 
the grain, and when so many 
companies suspended buybacks, 
Berkshire did the opposite,” she 
said. “The market should re-
act positively, because it shows 
Berkshire is confident in its 
prospects.”

Those repurchases confirmed 
Berkshire’s hint in a July 8 regu-
latory filing it had become more 
aggressive with buybacks after 
loosening its buyback policy in 
2018.

Warren Buffett, chairman and CEO of Berkshire Hathaway, takes his seat to speak at the Fortune’s Most Powerful Women’s 
Summit in Washington

Pandemic Damage

Berkshire businesses suffering from the pandemic also in-
clude the BNSF railroad, which saw lower shipping volumes, 

and retailers including See’s candies that temporarily closed 
stores.

Companies in which Berkshire recently made large invest-
ments have also been struggling.

Berkshire recorded a $513 million loss on its 26.6pc stake in 
Kraft Heinz Co, after the food company took several writedowns 
including for Maxwell House and Oscar Mayer.

Meanwhile, Occidental Petroleum Corp, where Berkshire 
invested $10 billion last August, has also pummeled by sinking 
oil prices.

Huawei to stop smartphone 
chip production due to US 
sanctions

AFP News 

Chinese telecom giant Hua-
wei said production of its 

most advanced smartphone 
chips would stop in September 
due to US sanctions, causing a 
“huge loss”.

Huawei -- the world’s biggest 
producer of telecoms network-
ing equipment -- has become a 
pivotal issue in the geopolitical 
standoff between Beijing and 
Washington, which claims the 
firm poses a significant cyber-
security threat.

Huawei CEO Yu Chengdong 
told a tech industry forum 
on Friday that production of 
the company’s high-end Ki-
rin 9000 chipset would stop 
from September 15, due to US 
sanctions.

Washington cut off Huawei’s 
access to US components and 
technology including Google’s 
music and other smartphone 
services last year. 

Those restrictions were 
tightened in May when the 
White House barred vendors 
worldwide from using US tech-
nology to produce components 
for Huawei.

“Huawei’s mobile phones 
have no chip supply, which 
makes our shipment volume 
this year a little less than 240 
million units (shipped last 
year),” Yu said. “This is a huge 
loss for us.”

Washington has also waged a 
diplomatic campaign to isolate 
the Chinese company, which 
has emerged as a front-runner 

in the global race to roll out 5G 
telecom infrastructure.

The British government 
bowed to growing US pres-
sure and pledged earlier this 
month to remove Huawei from 
its 5G network by 2027, despite 
warnings of retaliation from 
Beijing.

Australia and Japan have 
also taken steps to block or 
restrict the Chinese company’s 
participation in their 5G roll-
outs, while European telecoms 
operators including Norway’s 
Telenor and Sweden’s Telia 
have passed over Huawei as a 
supplier.

KNOW

BETTER

Taiwan Semiconduc-
tor Manufacturing 

Co. (TSMC) which has 
been making Kirin 
9000 chips using 
US equipment has 

stopped taking orders 
from Huawei since 

May, fearing possible 
repercussions.

Huawei does not have 
the capacity to man-
ufacture the chips, 
which were used in 
its high-end smart-

phones.

Huawei does not have the capacity to manufacture the chipsets used in its 
high-end smartphones

Trump seeks to go it alone after 
virus stimulus talks break down
• A $600 per 
week increase in 
unemployment 
payments expired 
at the end of July

• Trump on Friday 
night said he would 
sign executive 
orders to extend

Reuters | Bedminster, NJ

US P re s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump yesterday plans 
to sign an executive order 

intended to provide economic 
relief to Americans hurt by the 
coronavirus pandemic after the 
White House failed to reach 
a deal with Congress, a White 
House source said.

“Amid congressional inaction, 
POTUS will be taking action to 
help Americans in need,” the 
official said. Trump is due to 
give a news conference at his 
New Jersey golf club. 

Nearly two weeks of talks be-

tween White House officials 
and congressional Democrats 
ended on Friday with the two 
sides still about $2 trillion 
apart on next steps to address 
the heavy human and economic 
toll the coronavirus pandemic 
has taken on the United States, 
where it has killed more than 
160,000 people.

A $600 per week increase in 
unemployment payments that 
has served as a lifeline to the 

tens of millions of Americans 
who lost their jobs in the pan-
demic expired at the end of July. 
Democrats wanted to extend 
the payments at that amount, 
while Republicans wanted to 
cut them, saying they served 
as a disincentive to return to  
work.

Trump on Friday night said 
he would sign executive orders 
to extend enhanced unem-
ployment benefits, unilaterally 

suspend payroll taxes, suspend 
student loan repayments and 
rental housing evictions in the 
coming days.

Trump initially played down 
the disease’s threat and has 
drawn criticism for inconsist-
ent messages on public health 
steps such as social distancing 
and masks.

House of Representatives 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Sen-
ate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer on Friday offered to 
reduce a proposed $3.4 trillion 
coronavirus aid package, which 
the House passed in May but 
the Senate ignored, by nearly 
one-third if Republicans would 
agree to more than double their 
$1 trillion counter-offer.

White House negotiators 
Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin and Chief of Staff 
Mark Meadows rejected the 
offer.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell’s $1 trillion package 
unveiled late last month ran into 
immediate opposition from his 
party, with as many as 20 of the 
Senate’s 53 Republicans expect-
ed to oppose it.

US President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference at his golf resort 
in Bedminster

Qualcomm lobbies US to sell 
chips for Huawei 5G phones
Reuters

Ch i p m a k e r 
Qualcomm 

Inc is lobbying 
the US govern-
ment to revoke restrictions on 
sale of components to Huawei 
Technologies Co, after the Chi-
nese company was blacklisted 
by the United States, The Wall 
Street Journal reported yes-
terday. 

Qualcomm is lobbying to sell 
chips to Huawei that the Chi-
nese company would include 
in its 5G phones, according to 
the report, citing a presenta-

tion by Qual-
comm.

With these 
restrictions, the 
US has handed 
Q u a l c o m m ’s 

foreign competitors a market 
worth as much as $8 billion 
annually, the report said.

Qualcomm did not imme-
diately reply to a request for 
comment.

The company resolved a li-
censing dispute with Huawei 
last month, which will pay 
Qualcomm a catch-up pay-
ment of $1.8 billion in the fiscal 
fourth quarter.

Mukesh Ambani, now worth 
$80.6 Billion
News18

Reliance Indus-
t r i e s  L i m i t -

ed Chairman and 
Managing Director 
M u k e s h  A m b a -
ni has become the 
fourth-richest person in the 
world, overtaking Europe’s 
wealthiest man. Ambani is 
now worth $80.6 billion after 
making $22 billion in 2020, 
according to the Bloomberg 
Billionaires Index.

Ambani’s net worth took 
him past France’s Bernard 
Arnault, whose LVMH Moet 

Hennessy Lou-
is Vuitton SE has 
suffered from cus-
tomers curbing 
high-end fashion 
purchases faster 
than the company 
can cut costs.

India’s richest person has 
already surpassed some of 
the biggest tycoons in recent 
weeks, a list that includes 
Silicon Valley titans such as 
Elon Musk and Alphabet Inc. 
co-founders Sergey Brin and 
Larry Page, as well as the so-
called Oracle of Omaha him-
self, Warren Buffett.



Record level of traffic jams 
in France amid heatwave
Reuters | Paris 

France saw a record level of traf-
fic jams yesterday, with cars 

stuck in gridlock on roasting roads 
spanning 820 kilometres across a 
country suffering a brutal heatwave.

France’s traffic authorities said 
the peak was reached just after 
noon, easily beating both last Sat-
urday’s record of 760 kilometres 
(470 miles) and the previous record 
of 762 kilometres set on August 3 of 
last year.

The country has been sweltering 
through a heatwave since Thursday, 
with temperatures pushing towards 
40 degrees Celsius (104 Fahrenheit) 
in several areas.

In the southwest, Brive-la-Gail-
larde broke its record with 40.8C 
on Friday, as did Cognac with 39.8C, 
while Nantes in the west posted a 
new record of 39.6C.

No relief is expected until 
Wednesday, with the soaring tem-
peratures compounding the pres-
sure as the country’s coronavirus 
outbreak worsens, the number of 
daily infections hitting 2,288 on 
Friday.

Authorities reminded sweltering 
citizens that masks must continue 
to be worn where they have been 

mandated, despite the heat.
Roland and Helene, retirees in 

suburban Paris, said they go out in 
the morning “to get some fresh air,” 
but then spend the rest of the day 
hiding in their apartment.

“We fear the heat a lot,” Helene 
said.

Last year was France’s hottest 
on record, and the Meteo France 
weather agency has warned that 
global warming could double the 
number of heatwaves by 2050.

Blast rocks military 
base in Somali capital

At least nine killed in suicide blast near Mogadishu military base

• Hospital sources have 
confirmed that around 
20 were wounded

Reuters | Mogadishu 

At least nine people were 
killed and nearly 20 others 

injured yesterday in a car bomb 
blast at the front gate of a Soma-
li military base in Mogadishu, 
witnesses and security officials 
said.

Government security of-
ficials contacted by VOA have 
confirmed that eight of those 
killed were government soldiers 
and other casualties included 
members of the solders’ fam-
ilies, who were at the base at 
the time.  

“A suicide bomber driving an 
explosive-laden vehicle sped 
toward the front gate of the 
camp but the guards opened fire 
to stop it before it detonated,” 
Aden Mohamed, a police officer 
among the first responders, told 
VOA’s Somali Service.    

The blast was heard through-
out the area and sent a plume of 
black smoke into the air.  

“I saw the dead bodies of at 
least eight soldiers and ambu-
lances rushed to the scene to 
carry away the wounded,” a wit-
ness told VOA on condition of 
anonymity.  

Hospital sources have con-

firmed that around 20 people, 
mainly soldiers, were wounded 
in the blast. 

“We have taken at least 15 in-
jured people [to hospitals], some 
of them in critical condition,” 
the city’s emergency medical 
responders told local media. 

The military camp is located 
near the city’s newly reopened 

main sports stadium in the War-
ta-nabadda district. 

The blast comes days after 
a suicide bombing killed at 
least four people, including the 
bomber at a Mogadishu restau-
rant that is popular with se-
curity forces and government 
workers.  

Al-Shabab militants have 
claimed responsibility for the 
Saturday explosion, claiming 
they killed dozens of govern-
ment soldiers.
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820
kilometres of traffic jam 

was recorded across 
France yesterday

19,711,703

727,348

12,653,598

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
170,662

+3,848 
Middle East

G l o b a l C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing

Covid-19 Cases:

People drive their vehicle on the highway as they are stuck in a traffic jam

‘Slight improvement’ in melting glacier threatening Italy resort
AFP | Milan

The threat that a massive 
chunk of glacier loosened 

by soaring temperatures could 
collapse near an alpine resort 
on the Italian side of the Mont 
Blanc mountain range has 
slightly eased, a mayor said.

Climate change has been in-
creasingly melting the world’s 
glaciers, creating a new danger 
for the town of Courmayeur, a 
resort community in Italy’s Aos-
ta Valley region. The town was 
put on high alert on Wednes-
day as a block of ice estimated 
at about 500,000 cubic metres 

-- the size of the Milan cathe-
dral, one official said -- from 
the Planpincieux glacier risked 
falling and threatening homes.

A “red zone” at the base of 
the slope was also evacuated, 
with 20 residents and around 
55 holidaymakers moved from 
the area.

An ambulance is seen near a blast site that rocked a military base in Mogadishu

Planpincieux glacier

News in brief 
 u New Zealand 

Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern launched her 
re-election campaign 
promising a “laser-
like” focus on boosting 
jobs and economic 

growth hit by the COVID-19 pandemic. The charismatic 40-year-old leader is 
on track for a comfortable victory in the Sept. 19 election, according to opinion polls, 
having won global praise for her leadership during the coronavirus pandemic. It has 
been 99 days since New Zealand had any domestic transmission of COVID-19, a rare 
achievement as the pandemic rages globally, and it has re-opened the economy after 
undergoing a complete shutdown to eradicate the coronavirus.

u Dozens of protesters gathered in front 
of a Bangkok court to demand the release 
of activist leaders, vowing to escalate 
anti-government demonstrations with a 
call for a protest in the Thai capital. Human 
rights lawyer Anon Nampa, 35, and student 
activist Panupong Jasnok, 23, were arrested on 
Friday and held overnight in connection with 

recent protests demanding greater democracy. “Whom does the court serve in 
this country?,” Parit Cheewarak, a student leader widely known by the nickname 
Penguin, told 60 to 100 protesters in front of Bangkok’s Criminal Court.

u Around 20 people were killed in an attack by an armed group on a 
cattle market in the east of Burkina Faso, a local governor said. Officials 
did not blame any group for Friday’s attack, but Burkina Faso is caught up in a 
jihadist insurgency that began in Mali and has spread to neighbouring countries. 
“Unidentified armed individuals burst into a cattle market in Namoungou village 
in the region of Fada N’Gourma and attacked the population,” the governor, 
Colonel Saidou Sanou, said in a statement.

u The death toll in 
Idukki landslide has 
risen to 26, Kerala 
Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan said. The Chief 
Minister said that monsoon 
fury continues to be severe 

in the state. “A total of 26 deaths have been confirmed in the landslide in Rajamalai. In 
addition to the 15 bodies found on Friday, the bodies of 11 people were found.

u A record number of 
women are running for seats in 
the House of Representatives 
in November’s US election, the 
Centre for American Women 
and Politics said.  A total of 
243 women have secured party 

nominations for House seats, according to the centre, a division of the Eagleton 
Institute of Politics at Rutgers University. With primary nominating contests still 
to come in 13 states, the number is expected to rise, the centre said.

u Polish police arrested a gay rights 
activist in central Warsaw, implementing 
a court order for two months’ preventive 
detention that sparked angry scenes as 
dozens protested. The activist, who was 
referred to officially in court as Mikhail Sz. but 
who identifies as a woman with the name Margo, 
is suspected of causing criminal damage to a van 
carrying homophobic slogans in Warsaw in June.

New 
Zealand PM 

launches 
election 

campaign 

Death 
toll in 
Idukki 

landslide 
rises to 26

Record 
number 

of women 
running for 
US House

KNOW WHAT

Somalia has been 
embroiled in deadly 
violence since 1991, 
when clan warlords 

overthrew leader Siad 
Barre and then turned 

on each other

Country Total cases New deaths Total 
Deaths

1 USA 5,120,970 +483 164,577

2 Brazil 2,988,796 +538 100,240

3 India 2,152,020 +875 43,453

4 Russia 882,347 +129 14,854

5 South Africa 545,476 9,909

6 Mexico 469,407 +794 51,311

7 Peru 463,875 20,649

8 Chile 371,023 +53 10,011

9 Colombia 367,196 12,250

10 Spain 361,442 28,503

11 Iran 324,692 +132 18,264

12 UK 309,763 +55 46,566

13 Saudi Arabia 287,262 +37 3,130

14 Pakistan 283,487 +16 6,068

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Serious, 
Critical

Tot 
cases/1m 
pop

Saudi 
Arabia

287,262 +1,469 3,130 +37 250,440 33,692 1,828 8,239

UAE 62,300 +239 356 56,245 5,699 6,291

Kuwait 71,199 +472 474 +3 62,806 7,919 125 16,648

Oman 81,357 +290 509 +7 73,481 7,367 173 15,894

Egypt 95,147 4,971 50,553 39,623 41 928

Qatar 112,650 +267 182 +2 109,438 3,030 78 40,120



Fauci warns 
COVID-19 vaccine 
may be only 
partially effective

Reuters | Washington

An approved coronavirus 
vaccine could end up 

being effective only 50-60 
per cent of the time, mean-
ing public health measures 
will still be needed to keep 
the pandemic under con-
trol, Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 
top US infectious diseases 
expert, said.

“We don’t know yet what 
the efficacy might be. We 
don’t know if it will be 50pc 
or 60pc. I’d like it to be 75pc 
or more,” Fauci said in a 
webinar hosted by Brown 
University. “But the chances 
of it being 98pc effective 
is not great, which means 
you must never abandon the 
public health approach.”

The novel coronavirus 
has infected nearly 5 mil-
lion people in the United 
States and killed more than 
160,000.

Lockdown measures im-
posed to keep the virus from 
spreading have devastated 
the economy, which suf-
fered its biggest blow since 
the Great Depression in the 
second quarter, with gross 
domestic product dropping 
at its steepest pace in at 
least 73 years.

As infections have spiked 
around the country after 
states started to open up, 
public health experts, in-
cluding Fauci, have stressed 
the importance of steps that 
each American can take, in-
cluding social distancing, 
washing hands and wearing 
masks.

Furry llama brings touch of Zen to 
protesters and police in Portland
Reuters | Portland 

In Portland, Oregon, where 
anti-racism protests have 

sometimes turned violent, a 
furry llama stands out from 
the crowd to bless demonstra-
tors and law enforcement with 
soothing hugs.

Caesar, the six-year-old “No 
Drama Llama,” has become a 
fixture in the city, extending 
his woolly neck to nuzzle both 
Black Lives Matter activists 
and law enforcement officers 
in body armor lining up to take 
selfies with him.

The former Argentine grand 
champion show animal, stand-
ing 5 feet 8 inches at about 350 
lbs, is unusually friendly for a 
llama, making him a natural 
peacemaker, said his owner, 
Larry McCool, who runs the 
Mystic Llama Farm in Jeffer-
son, Oregon.

Caesar may not speak, but 
knows more than you think, 
McCool said. This was clear on 
June 9 when about 5,000 peo-
ple laid down or knelt at bridge 
near downtown Portland for 
nearly nine minutes of silence 
to honour George Floyd, a Black 
man who died on May 25 after 
a white police officer knelt on 

his neck.
“Caesar stood there, motion-

less, just like this. He under-

stood the moment. He under-
stood the importance of what 
we were doing,” McCool said. 
“(He) did not move an inch that 
whole time.”

Caesar guides everyone to a 
higher path by showing up at 
various social justice rallies, 
McCool said, as the therapy 
llama posed for photos near a 
memorial to African-Americans 
harmed by police violence.

“As intense as the public is, 
the protesters and the federal 
agents and the marshals, ... he 
actually can defuse that very 
much. That’s his whole pur-
pose.”

Rare syndrome linked to Covid-19 
found in nearly 600 US children: CDC
Reuters | Washington 

Nearly 600 children were 
admitted to US hospitals 

with a rare inflammatory syn-
drome associated with the nov-
el coronavirus over four months 
during the peak of the pandem-
ic, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) said 
in a report.

Multisystem inflammatory 
syndrome (MIS-C) is a rare but 
severe condition that shares 
symptoms with toxic shock and 
Kawasaki disease, including 
fever, rashes, swollen glands 
and, in severe cases, heart in-
flammation.

It has been reported in chil-
dren and adolescent patients 
about two to four weeks after 
the onset of Covid-19.

With rising Covid-19 cases, 
there could be an increased 
occurrence of MIS-C, but this 
might not be apparent immedi-
ately because of the delay in the 
development of symptoms, said 
the report’s authors, including 
those from the CDC’s Covid-19 
response team.

In May, the CDC published 
a health advisory with details 
of how MIS-C manifests in pa-
tients and asked clinicians to re-
port suspected US cases to local 

and state health departments.
As of July 29, state health de-

partments across the country 
reported a total of 570 MIS-C 
patients diagnosed with the 
illness from March 2 to July 18.

Among the MIS-C cases, all 

patients tested positive for Cov-
id-19 and 10 died, the CDC said 
in the report.

The data is consistent with 
two US studies published in 
June and several reports of the 
syndrome among Covid-19 pa-
tients in France, Italy, Spain 
and Britain.

The report, the CDC said, 
highlights the need for greater 
awareness among healthcare 
providers, as distinguishing pa-
tients with MIS-C from those 
with acute Covid-19 and other 
hyperinflammatory conditions 
is critical for early recognition, 
early diagnosis, and prompt 
treatment.
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A woman hugs Caesar McCool, a therapy llama at the site of ongoing protest
A health worker carries out a COVID-19 coronavirus test on a child

Dr. Anthony Fauci

Caesar stood there, 
motionless, just like 
this. He understood 

the moment. He 
understood the 

importance of what we 
were doing. (He) did 

not move an inch that 
whole time

LARRY MCCOOL

US officials find ‘sophisticated’ 
tunnel on Mexican border

‘Most sophisticated tunnel in US history’ discovered between Mexico and Arizona

• Although it’s not 
clear exactly what the 
structure was intended 
for, it had ventilation, a 
rail system and extensive 
reinforcement

AP | Los Angeles     

An incomplete tunnel 
found stretching from 
Mexico to Arizona ap-

pears to be “the most sophis-
ticated tunnel in US history,” 
authorities said.

The tunnel intended for smug-
gling ran from a neighbourhood 
in San Luis Río Colorado, Mex-
ico, to San Luis, Arizona, where 
it stopped short of reaching the 
surface. It was built in an area 
that’s not conducive to tunnels 
because of the terrain, and it had 
a ventilation system, water lines, 
electrical wiring, a rail system 
and extensive reinforcement, 
federal officials say.

“What makes this one unique 
is that the terrain in Yuma is very 
hard... the sand is very loose, and 
most of them end up caving. So 
the fact that the material was 
very well built and it had venti-
lation, it had water, it had a rail 
system with walls, roof, floor, 
electrical, makes this one a very 
unique type of tunnel,” said An-
gel Ortiz, assistant special agent 
in charge for Homeland Security 
Investigations in Yuma. HSI is a 
division of US Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement.

“This appears to be the most 
sophisticated tunnel in US his-
tory, and certainly the most 

sophisticated I’ve seen in my 
career,” said Carl E. Landrum, 
acting chief patrol agent with 
the Border Patrol’s Yuma Sector.

Homeland Security Investiga-
tions started excavating around 
the tunnel in late July after 
someone reported a sinkhole 
near the border wall. HSI already 
had reports of potential tunnel 
activity in that area already, and 
the agency began drilling, Ortiz 
said. A camera was sent 25 feet 
(7.6 metres) underground, and 
the tunnel was discovered on 
Tuesday.

The tunnel measured 3 feet 
(about 1 metre) wide and 4 feet 
(1.2 metres) high.

Investigators don’t know what 
exactly the tunnel would have 

been used for, since it was in-
complete. They also don’t know 
how long it had been there, 
because they don’t know what 
kind of equipment was used to 
build it. If it was done by hand, 
it would be many months of con-
struction to get as far as it did, 
Ortiz said. But if the builders 
used heavy machinery it would 
“potentially a few months, not 
that long of a period,” Ortiz said.

Smugglers have been using 
tunnels to get drugs and people 
across the border for decades.

Two years ago, authorities in 
Yuma discovered a sophisticat-
ed drug-smuggling tunnel that 
went from a home in Mexico to 
an abandoned fast-food restau-
rant in Arizona.

HSI said the tunnel ran from 
Mexico to an old Kentucky Fried 
Chicken restaurant that’s not in 
operation in San Luis, Arizona, 
just about 200 yards (180 me-
ters) north of the border.

The owner, Ivan Lopez, was 
arrested on Aug. 13, 2018, after 
authorities found several pack-
ages of methamphetamine, co-
caine, heroin and fentanyl in the 
back of his truck.

That arrest led to a search at 
his home and the old restaurant, 
where agents found a hidden 
tunnel that was large enough for 
people to freely walk through.

Lopez pleaded guilty to one 
count of using a tunnel or pas-
sage to smuggle controlled sub-
stances, and was sentenced to 
seven years in prison, according 
to court records.

HSI continues to investigate 
the tunnel found Tuesday.

KNOW WHAT

Excavation work continues at a site of an incomplete tunnel intended for smuggling

What makes this one 
unique is that the 
terrain in Yuma is 

very hard … the sand 
is very loose, and 

most of them end up 
caving. So the fact 

that the material was 
very well built and 

it had ventilation, it 
had water, it had a 

rail system with walls, 
roof, floor, electrical, 
makes this one a very 
unique type of tunnel

ANGEL ORTIZ

In January this 
year, federal agents 
had discovered the 

longest cross-border 
smuggling tunnel 

ever found along the 
Southwest border, 
originating in Baja 

California, Mexico. It 
measured 4,309 feet 

(1,300 meters)

570
MIS-C patients 

diagnosed with the 
illness from March 2 
to July 18 across the 

United States



Ariana Grande gushes 
over Dalton Gomez: ‘My 
favourite part of the day’
Showbiz | Los Angeles

Ariana Grande’s boyfriend 
is her “favourite part of 

the day”.
The ‘God is a Woman’ 

singer took to Instagram on 
Friday (07.08.20) to heap 
praise on her boyfriend Dal-
ton Gomez, in honour of his 
birthday.

She wrote alongside a se-
lection of pictures and vide-
os: “hbd to my baby my best 
friend my fav part of all the 
days :) i love u (sic)”

The sweet post comes just 
under two months after the 
couple made their romance 
Instagram official whilst 
ringing in Ariana’s 27th 
birthday in late June.

Ariana posted a snap of 
the pair one day before 
her birthday,  and 
wrote alongside it: 
“almost 27 :) (sic)”

The couple first 
appeared together in 
the music video for 
Ariana and Justin 
Bieber’s quaran-
tine song ‘Stuck 
With U’.

The singer has 
been quaran-
t ining with 
Dalton amid 
t h e  c o ro -
n a v i r u s 
pandemic, 
and sources 
previously said 
A r i a n a  w a s 
“very happy” 
with her new 

beau.
An insider claimed: “Ari-

ana is staying at home with 
friends. She is very serious 
about self-distancing and has 
been with the same group of 
people for days.

“One of the people she 
is with right now is Dalton 
- they have been hanging 
out for a couple of months. 
Ariana doesn’t want to do 
another public relationship 
so she is trying to keep this 
one quiet, but she seems very 
happy with Dalton.”

Meanwhile, the ‘No Tears 
Left To Cry’ hitmak-

er admitted in No-
vember she still 
d i d n ’ t  “ k n o w 
s***” about love 
and relation-
ships.

Reflecting 
on the 12 
m o n t h s 
s ince she 

had released 
h e r  a l b u m 
‘ T h a n k  U, 
N e x t ’  -  i n 
w h i c h  s h e 
examines her 
past relation-
s h i p s  w i t h 
former fiancé 
Pete David-
son and late 
e x - b o y -
f r i e n d 
Mac Mill-

er - Aria-
na felt she had 
“learned and 
healed” a lot.
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celebs

Across
1- Grad; 5- Mariners can sail on seven of these; 9- Fraternal org.; 13- Role for Lucy 
Lawless; 14- Ire; 16- Rod’s partner; 17- “Shane” star; 18- Gravy, for one; 19- The eyes 
have it; 20- “The Time Machine” race; 21- Sault ___ Marie; 22- Tiny; 24- ___-Ball; 26- It 
may be checkered; 27- Healing plants; 29- Entirety; 33- Unpaid; 34- One and only; 
35- Switch back?; 36- Stumblebum; 37- Sensational; 38- Assn.; 39- One hunted; 41- 
Architect Saarinen; 42- Capital of Yemen; 44- Sing for; 46- Cattail’s locale; 47- Lo-cal; 
48- Deeply moved; 49- Brewer Coors; 52- Alway; 53- They’re all charged up; 57- Gilpin 
of “Frasier”; 58- Ford flop; 60- Primer pet; 61- Enthusiastic vigor and liveliness; 62- 
Martini’s partner; 63- Helper; 64- Squealed; 65- “Pure Guava” band; 66- Nair rival;

Down 
1- Wheel shaft; 2- Sharon of “Boston Public”; 3- Word processing command; 4- 4th 
president of the U.S; 5- Talks back to; 6- Related on the mother’s side; 7- A shivering 
fit - often a precursor to malaria; 8- Not sweet; 9- Fragile; 10- Like a minx; 11- Trompe 
l’___; 12- Differently; 15- Associated; 23- This ___ stickup!; 25- Frat party staple; 26- 
Salk’s conquest; 27- Onto; 28- One in prison for good; 29- Baseball manager Joe; 
30- Golf clubs; 31- Law of Moses; 32- Eastern discipline; 33- Klutz’s cry; 34- Glove 
material; 37- Skin of animal; 40- Shouting; 42- Sucker; 43- Craftsperson; 45- Pinch; 
46- Large saltwater game fish; 48- Actress Witherspoon; 49- Primates with short 
tails or no tail; 50- Boxer Oscar ___ Hoya; 51- Algerian seaport; 52- “___ quam videri” 
(North Carolina’s motto); 54- Mayberry moppet; 55- Network point; 56- Editor’s note; 
59- Market indicator;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution
Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

Robbie Williams reveals he owes 
his marriage to Cameron Diaz
Yahoo | Los Angeles

Robbie Williams has re-
vealed that he owes his 
happy marriage to Cam-

eron Diaz.
The singer tied the knot with 

wife Ayda Field in 2010, and 
the couple have four children 
together.

But it seems their happy 
every after may not have come 
about if it hadn’t been for Diaz.

Speaking on their (Staying) 
At Home With The William-
ses podcast, the couple told 
how they broke up three times 
while they were dating.

The pair had gone their sep-
arate ways but Ayda came up 
one night at the Chateau Mar-
mont hotel in Los Angeles, as 

Robbie chatted to Hollywood 
stars Diaz and Drew Barry-
more.

He said: “I’m floating around 
and we had split up and I 
was chatting away with 
people and I had start-
ed to chat with Drew 
and Cameron.

“And I started to es-
pouse about this bril-
liant person 
that I had 
just end-
ed a rela-
tionship 
w i t h 
a n d 
t h e r e 
were all 
of these 
w o r d s 

coming out of my mouth about 
how incredible you were, how 
beautiful, smart, funny.

“And Cameron Diaz said, ‘It 
doesn’t sound like that one’s 
over’ and in that moment the 

u n i v e r s e 
went, ‘Go 

to Ayda, 
be with 
h e r , 
m a r r y 
her’.”

Robbie and Ayda went on to 
tie the knot in 2010.

They welcomed daughter 
Teddy in 2012 and son Charlie 
followed two years later.

In 2018 they had daughter 
Coco via a surrogate.

In February this year they 
revealed they had used the 
same surrogate to have a baby 
boy named Beau.

Cameron Diaz said, ‘It 
doesn’t sound like that 
one’s over’ and in that 
moment the universe 
went, ‘Go to Ayda, be 
with her, marry her

ROBBIE WILLIAMS

Cardi B drops official music video 
of ‘WAP’ with Megan Thee Stallion
ANI | Washington 

The two powerhouses of 
rapping, Cardi B and Meg-

an Thee Stallion have teamed 
up together and delivered an 
on-beat track ‘WAP’.

According to Billboard, this 
newly dropped single follows 
Meg’s previous ‘Savage’ remix 
featuring Beyonce.

The ‘I Like It’ singer, Car-
di B, hopped on to Instagram 

and shared the link of 
the official music vid-
eo of the just-released  
track.

Alongside a brief 
clip of the song, the 
rapper wrote in cap-
tions: “WAP Availa-
ble now on ALL plat-
forms!!”

In the four-minute 
and 12-second long 
video, the two hip-hop 

stars are seen as near-identi-
cal twins, pulling off similar 
hairdos. With the twisted 
tower of curls, the rappers 
are seen channelling the 
90s glam, with winged 
eyeliner and glossy lip 
shades.

The music video is 
shot at a grand, lux-

urious mansion with 
a fountain in the front 
featuring statuettes. 

Selena Gomez joins Steve-
Martin comedy

ANI | Washington 

American singer, actor Salena Gomez has been tapped 
to star alongside Hollywood stars Steve Martin and 

Martin Short in Hulu’s (television network) straight-to-series 
comedy ‘Only Murders in the Building’.

According to The Hollywood Reporter, ordered to series 
in January, the comedy created and written by Martin and 
John Hoffman revolves around three strangers who share an 
obsession with a true-crime who suddenly find themselves 

wrapped up in one. The 28-year-old singer will play the third stranger 
alongside Short and Martin.

In addition to her co-starring role, the ‘Back To You’ songstress will 
also be the executive producer for the series alongside Martin, Hoffman, 
Short, ‘This Is Us’ creator Dan Fogelman and Jess Rosenthal.

As per The Hollywood Reporter, the part marks Gomez’s latest 
project as an executive producer following Netflix’s ‘13 Reasons Why’.

‘Only Murders in the Building’ is Gomez’s latest acting foray follow-
ing ‘Wizards of Waverly Place’ and features ‘Spring Breakers’, ‘The Big 
Short’ and ‘Fundamentals of Caring’, among others.

Nicole Scherzinger 
‘infatuated’ with 
Thom Evans
Showbiz | Los Angeles

Nicole Scherzinger is “in-
fatuated” with her boy-

friend Thom Evans.
The Pussycat Dolls star 

began her romance with the 
former rugby star after they 
met in late 2019 when he 
competed on ‘The X Factor: 
Celebrity’, where Nicole was 
on the judging panel.

And now, sources say 
Nicole “feels very lucky to 
have found” Thom, as the 
pair “complement one an-
other well”.

The insider told Us Weekly 
magazine: “Nicole and Thom 
got very serious very quick-
ly. They are infatuated with 
each other and complement 
one another well. They’re 
super cute and have a blast 
together. Nicole feels very 
lucky to have found Thom.”

Nicole, 42, and Thom, 35, 
are battling with a long dis-

tance relationship as 
Nicole splits her 

t ime between 
Los Angeles and 
the UK, but the 
sporting star 

recently re-
v e a l e d  h e 
loves going 
to visit the 
s i n g e r  i n 
America.

Nicole Scherzinger

Cardi B

Robbie Williams and wife Ayda Field

Selena 
Gomez

Ariana Grande



Al Rumaihi strikes late in East 
Riffa, Busaiteen stalemate

TDT | Manama

Mohammed Al Rumaihi 
scored four minutes 

from full time to help East Rif-
fa salvage a 2-2 draw against 
Busaiteen last night in their 
Nasser bin Hamad Bahrain 
Premier Football  League 
match, played at Shaikh Ali 
bin Mohammed Al Khalifa Sta-
dium in Muharraq Club.

The Bahrain internation-
al striker headed home from 
close range off a precision 
cross from the left wing.

His strike saved East Riffa 
from near-defeat, after team-
mate Abdulla Al Hazza had put 
them in front with a goal in the 
second half. 

Busaiteen’s Abdulla Al Ha-
shash then scored twice for 
his team within a 10-minute 
span in the final 45 minutes, 
setting the stage for Al Rumai-
hi’s heroics.

Al Hazza netted a wonder 
goal in the 31st minute from 
more than three-quarters 
length of the pitch. The tow-

ering national team defend-
er appeared to be making a 
long pass forward, but the ball 
went uncollected and bounced 
over the outstretched arm of a 
charging Busaiteen goalkeep-
er.

Busaiteen fought back 
through Al Hashash, who 
equalised in the 54th minute 
with a low right-footed strike 
from inside the box. He then 
sent the ball into the net in 
the 63rd with a header in the 
face of goal.

With the deadlock, East Rif-
fa improved to 21 points but 
stayed fourth on the 10-team 
league table. Busaiteen went to 
nine points as they remained 
eighth on the standings.

In last night’s other game, 
Al Najma registered a big 4-1 
win over Al Shabab to claim 
their fifth victory of the sea-
son. They improved to 18 
points in fifth on the stand-
ings, while Shabab stayed sec-
ond-from-bottom with seven 
points following their ninth 
loss.

Bottas pips Hamilton for 
70th Anniversary pole

Mercedes lock out front row for today’s race at Silverstone

• Hülkenberg qualifies 
third for under-fire 
Racing Point

AFP | Silverstone  

Valtteri Bottas outpaced 
his Mercedes team-mate 
and world championship 

leader Lewis Hamilton by the 
finest of margins yesterday to 
claim a dramatic pole position 
for the 70th Anniversary Grand 
Prix.

The Finn clocked a fastest lap 
in one minute and 25.154 sec-
onds to beat the six-time world 
champion by only 0.063 in the 
final seconds of an enthralling 
qualifying session.

It was the Mercedes team’s 
67th front row lockout.

“It feels good,” said Bottas 
who was securing the 13th pole 
of his career 48 hours after sign-
ing a new contract to keep him 
at Mercedes next season.

He added: “We have improved 
the set-up and the car since last 
week. Mentally, when you start 
on pole, you can only aim to win 
the race – and the starting point 
is good! It is so nice to drive this 
amazing car.”

Hamilton explained his unex-
pected ‘slip’ to second.

“I wasn’t that great, but Valt-
teri did a great job and he de-
serves pole.”

Nico Hulkenberg, standing 
in for coronavirus victim Ser-
gio Perez with the Racing Point 
team, was third, securing his 
spot with an impressive perfor-
mance only 10 days after receiv-

ing a late call-up while eating a 
pastry in a Cologne cafe.

“It’s been a crazy last week,” 
he said.

“Q2 was tricky and I made life 
hard for myself – and it is defi-
nitely going to hurt tomorrow, 
not having had the experience 
last week.”

He failed to start last Sunday’s 
British Grand Prix at the circuit 
after an engine problem.

Max Verstappen took fourth 
for Red Bull ahead of Daniel Ric-
ciardo of Renault, Lance Stroll 
in the second Racing Point, 
Pierre Gasly of Alpha Tauri and 
down in eighth Charles Leclerc 
in the leading Ferrari.

Political intrigue 
Alex Albon was ninth in the 

second Red Bull and Lando Nor-

ris 10th for McLaren.
After two days of political in-

trigue surrounding the Racing 
Point copying scandal, it was a 
relief for many when Q1 began 
with an early lap from Kevin 
Magnussen’s Haas to set the 
mark.

In windy and cooler condi-
tions than those on Friday, the 

air temperature was 27 degrees 
and the track was 44 as Hulk-
enberg, Hamilton and Verstap-
pen took over on top before 
Mercedes found their rhythm.

Out went Daniil Kvyat who 
went off at Stowe in his Alpha 
Tauri, Magnussen, Williams 
rookie Nicholas Latifi and the 
two Alfa Romeos of Antonio 
Giovinazzi and Kimi Raikkonen.

“I think something on the 
floor broke,” said Kvyat, hav-
ing bumped along the kerbs at 
Chapel before re-joining.

Bottas then threw down a 
gauntlet at the start of Q2 with 
a lap in 1:25.785, more than four-
tenths faster than Hamilton 
in second, while Ferrari were 
split with Leclerc fourth and the 
luckless Sebastian Vettel strug-
gling to survive in 11th.
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Valtteri Bottas celebrates after qualifying in pole position while his teammate, Lewis Hamilton, gets out of his car

Sarri sacked after Juve’s 
Champions League exit

AFP | Milan

Juventus sacked coach Mau-
rizio Sarri yesterday after 

the Italian club’s Champions 
League last 16 exit to Lyon.

Despite Cristiano Ronaldo’s 
double in a 2-1 home win on 
Friday,  Juve 
fell 2-2 on ag-
gregate to the 
French club, 
ending their 
quest for a title 
they last won 
in 1996.

“ M a u r i z i o 
Sarri has been 
relieved of his 
post as coach of 
the first team,” 
the nine-time 
reigning Serie 
A champions said in a state-
ment.

Sarri, 61, had replaced Mas-
similiano Allegri last summer, 

after leading Chelsea to suc-
cess in the Europa League.

“The club would like to 
thank the coach for having 
written a new page in Juven-
tus’ history with the victory of 
the ninth-consecutive cham-
pionship, the culmination of a 

personal jour-
ney that led 
him to climb all 
the divisions 
of Italian foot-
ball,” the team  
said.

The ‘Scudet-
to’ was the first 
league title for 
Sarri in his 30-
year coaching 
career, extend-
ing a record 
run in Turin 

which Antonio Conte started 
with three titles from 2012 and 
Allegri continued with the fol-
lowing five.

We need a cold 
and lucid analysis, 

knowing that in a few 
weeks we will start 

from scratch and we 
will have to do it with 
the same enthusiasm 

and desire to win
ANDREA AGNELLI

Action from Najma’s game against Shabab

Juventus’ Italian head coach Maurizio Sarri holds the Champion’s trophy at 
the end of the Italian Serie A football match

Benoit St. Denis vs Mario Saeed and the importance of 
BRAVE CF’s pioneering Super Lightweight division
TDT | Manama

Back in 2019, BRAVE Combat 
Federation took the lead in 

the industry of Mixed Martial 
Arts and became the first global 
promotion to accommodate its 
main divisions with a 10-pound 
gap between them, based on 
the new Unified Rules recom-
mendations. 

Thus, the Bahrain-based 
promotion pushed the Welter-
weight division 5-pounds up, 
making it up to 175 lbs, and cre-
ated a new Super Lightweight 
division, with its limit up to 165 
lbs. Those five pounds might not 
seem much at first glance but 
it makes a world of difference 
for athletes who were stuck on 
a limbo between 155 and 170 
pounds -- or, the original Light-
weight and Welterweight limits.

A great example of the impor-
tance of the measure for such 
athletes will be seen inside the 
BRAVE CF Arena yesterday, Au-
gust 8, in Stockholm, Sweden, 
with France’s Benoit St. Denis 
meeting Mario Saeed in a super 
lightweight match.

Both St. Denis and Saeed are 
slightly small for the Welter-
weight division, which would 
put them at a disadvantage 
against bigger foes, but also are 
unable to healthily make a cut 
down to Lightweight. In other 
words, they’re naturally 165ers.

But the bout between St. Den-
is and Saeed is not only inter-
esting from a weight class per-
spective. The fight is a clash of 

two very skilled and decorated 
grapplers, that can either of-
fer the fans a high-level ground 
match or cancel each other in it 
and the more well-rounded of 
them will have the edge then.

The “God of War” St. Denis is 
a Brazilian jiu-jitsu brown belt 
with all his professional wins by 
way of submission and will face 
the only Kurd with a BJJ black 
belt in Mario Saeed. “Rudeboy” 

is also very fond of finishing his 
fights on the ground, with 8 of 
his 13 professional wins coming 
by way of submission.

It is safe to assume that the 
winner of St. Denis vs Saeed will 
not only get the more important 
victory of his career but take a 
huge step towards a potential 
title shot for the BRAVE Combat 
Federation Super Lightweight 
world championship.

Benoit St. Denis and Mario Saeed during weigh- in

KNOW WHAT

Both St. Denis and 
Saeed are slightly 

small for the Welter-
weight division, which 
would put them at a 

disadvantage against 
bigger foes, but also 

are unable to healthily 
make a cut down to 

Lightweight


