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68 721 1549 1815 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Roman Emperor Nero commits sui-
cide, imploring his secretary Epaph-
roditus to slit his throat to evade a 
Senate-imposed death by flogging

Odo of Aquitaine defeats a 
Umayyad Muslim army at the 

Battle of Toulouse, halting Arab 
expansion in Western Europe

Book of Common Prayer is adopted by 
the Church of England

Congress of Vienna 
ends after reshaping 

the political map of 
Europe
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I am in #Uganda, where 
the government has 

mounted a prompt and 
capable response to the 
outbreak of #Ebola. 
Screening at the bor-
ders helped detect cas-
es arriving from neigh-
bouring #DRC, and the 
country’s surveillance, 
testing and case manage-
ment systems are doing 
steady work. Of the 19 
confirmed cases so far, 
14 were among people 
who entered from DRC 
and five are Ugandan na-
tionals. Sadly, two people 
from DRC have died, and 
our thoughts are with 
their families. @WHO

 is supporting Uganda, 
alongside @AfricaCDC

 and partners across the 
region, as the country 

leads this response. With 
continued collaboration, 
I am confident this out-
break can be brought 
under control.

@DrTedros

Saddened by the loss 
of lives and destruc-

tion caused by today’s 
earthquake in Mindanao, 
Philippines. My heart-
felt condolences to the 
bereaved families and 
prayers for the speedy 
recovery of those injured. 
India stands in solidarity 
with the people and the 
Government of the Phil-
ippines.

@narendramodi

The ocean reminds 
us we are bound 

together. It shapes our 
climate, sustains ecosys-
tems & economies, and 
feeds billions. On World 
Ocean Day, let’s act with 
ambition & resolve to 
build a new relationship 
with the ocean – ground-
ed in science & build on 
shared responsibility.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Grant UN access 
‘without delay’

US demands Iran give UN nuclear watchdog access

• The draft resolution is 
expected to be submitted 
for a vote this week.

• To be passed, 
the draft resolution 
needs to be submitted 
and approved by the 
35-member IAEA 
board of governors.

• The IAEA has not 
had access to some key 
nuclear facilities in Iran.

AFP | Vienna, Austria

The United States is de-
manding Iran provide 
"precise" information on 

its enriched uranium stockpile 
and give the UN nuclear agency 
access "without delay", accord-
ing to a draft resolution seen by 
AFP yesterday. 

The draft resolution is expect-
ed to be submitted for a vote this 
week to the board of governors 
of the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) that started 
meeting on Monday.

Last week, the IAEA in a confi-
dential report reiterated that the 
lack of access to nuclear sites in 
Iran constituted a "proliferation 
concern".

The draft resolution affirms 
that it is "essential and urgent" 
that Iran "without delay" pro-

vides the agency with "precise 
information on nuclear material 
accountancy and safeguarded 

nuclear facilities in Iran".
Tehran must also "grant the 

agency all access it requires to 

verify this information", it adds.
To be passed, the draft res-

olution needs to be submitted 
and approved by the 35-member 
IAEA board of governors.

In a press conference after 
opening the board of governors' 
meeting, IAEA head Rafael Gros-
si said he had "sporadic contacts 
with the foreign minister (of 
Iran) and others, but basically 
the channel of communication 
is broken". "Of course, when you 
have active shelling or bombing, 
inspections are not possible, but 
there are many things that can be 
done. And the important thing is 
this dialogue," he said.

The IAEA has not had access 
to some key nuclear facilities in 
Iran since Israel, joined by the 
United States, launched a 12-
day conflict in June 2025 that 
included strikes on nuclear sites.

Trump: Stop 
’shooting’

Trump earlier yesterday told both Iran and key ally Israel 

• No casualties have 
been reported in either 
Israel or Iran after 
the exchange of fire.

AFP | Tehran, Iran

US President  Donald 
Trump earlier yesterday  
told both Iran and key 

ally Israel to stop fighting, fol-
lowing which Iran said it was 
ending its latest military opera-
tion against Israel after the first 
exchanges of fire, 

Iran fired dozens of missiles 
at Israel overnight and Israel 
responded by targeting military 
sites in the Islamic republic, 
sparking fears the escalation 
could usher in a new full-
scale conflict after the April 8  
truce.

"Israel and Iran must imme-
diately stop 'shooting.' Presi-
dent DONALD J. TRUMP," the US 
leader wrote on his Truth Social 
network.

Minutes later, he added in a 
new post that "final negotia-
tions" towards peace were pro-
ceeding "subject to ignorance 
or stupidity getting in its way."

Iran's military command then 
said it was halting the operation 
against Israel after delivering a 
"painful response".

Shortly after, Israel's army 
intercepted three projectiles 

fired from Lebanon, accord-
ing to an AFP journalist near 
their shared border, with the 
military confirming the mu-
nitions had targeted its forc-
es operating in Lebanon's  
south.

"Some of the projectiles were 
intercepted prior to crossing 
into Israeli territory, and an 
additional projectile fell near 
IDF soldiers. No injuries were 
reported," the military said.

‘Prepared for long-term war'

No casualties have been re-
ported in either Israel or Iran 
after the exchange of fire.

The Israeli military said it 
struck and dismantled Irani-
an defence systems deployed 
across several areas in the coun-
try. Iran fired nearly 30 missiles 
towards Israel since Sunday 
night, an Israeli military offi-
cial said.

Iraq reopens airspace 
AFP | Baghdad, Iraq

Iraq reopened its airspace on 
Monday, the country’s civil 

aviation body said, following 
Iran’s announcement that it 
was halting its military opera-
tion against Israel.

The Civil Aviation Author-
ity was reopening “Iraqi air-
space to flights to and from 

all airports” and will continue 
to “monitor and assess the re-
gional situation”, it said in a 
statement.

It had announced a 72-hour 
closure of its airspace on Sun-
day evening after Iranian mis-
sile strikes on Israel, the first 
since a ceasefire in the Middle 
East war began on April 8.

Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian yesterday said Tehran 
remained at the negotiating table 
after halting attacks on Israel fol-
lowing the first exchange of fire 

since the April truce.

EU sanctions Iran Guards 
over closure of Hormuz
AFP | Brussels, Belgium

The EU yesterday imposed 
sanctions on the spokes-

man for the naval arm of Iran's 
Revolutionary Guards and a re-
gional command over the clo-
sure of the Strait of Hormuz.

Europe has been left on the 
sidelines as the US war with 
Iran has shuttered the key 
waterway and roiled global 
markets.

The 27-nation bloc said it 
was blacklisting Mohammad 
Akbarzadeh, spokesperson for 
the Guards' naval wing, and 

the organisation's Hormozgan 
Provincial Command.

It also said it was placing Ha-
mid Hosseini, a representative 
of Iran's oil exporters union, 
under an asset freeze and visa 
ban.

European nations, spear-
headed by France and Britain, 
are working on plans to send a 
naval mission to Hormuz once 
the fighting stops.

EU top diplomat Kaja Kallas 
has said the bloc's naval mis-
sion, currently in the Red Sea, 
could take part in the oper-
ation.

Israel military says Iran fired 
nearly 30 missiles since Sunday
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

An Israeli military official 
said Iran fired nearly 30 

missiles towards Israel since 
Sunday night, in the first ex-
change of fire between the 
two countries since a truce 
in April.

"Last night the Iranian 
regime began firing ballis-
tic missiles towards Israel... 
they fired close to 30 ballistic 
missiles towards Israel," the 
official told journalists on 
Monday, adding that Yem-
en's Houthi rebels separate-
ly fired two missiles at the 
country.

Israel's military said earli-
er Monday it had struck sev-
eral targets at a petrochem-
ical complex in Mahshahr 
in southwestern Iran in re-
taliation.

"In this complex, chemical 
materials are produced and 
used for ballistic missiles 
that are fired towards here, 
towards the state of Israel," 
the official said.

"The strikes and the dam-
age to the complex disrupts 
their ability to manufacture 

various types of weapons."
The Israeli military said 

it also struck Iranian air de-
fence systems.

The official said the Israe-
li military chief Lieutenant 
General Eyal Zamir had spo-
ken twice to the head of US 
Central Command (CENT-
COM) over the past day.

"Over the past day, the IDF 
chief of the general staff has 
spoken twice to the com-
mander of CENTCOM and 
they are discussing the situ-
ation," the official said, with-
out elaborating.

In a separate televised 
statement, military spokes-
man Brigadier General Ef-
fie Defrin said that Zamir 
is "conducting continuous 
operational assessments and 
remains in close contact" 
with his counterpart in the 
United States.

Air raid sirens sounded 
across large areas of north-
ern and central Israel, with 
explosions heard over Jeru-
salem earlier on Monday, AFP 
journalists reported.

China says hopes Israel, Iran 
maintain ceasefire
AFP | Beijing, China

China said it was “deeply 
concerned” Monday by 

fresh attacks between Isra-
el and Iran, expressing hope 
that a fragile truce in the 
Middle East war would be 

respected.
“Resuming hostilities is 

not in any party’s interest,” 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Lin Jian told a news briefing, 
adding: “It is hoped all rele-
vant parties will fulfil their 
commitment to a ceasefire.”

Middle East ‘does not need an 
escalation’: EU top diplomat 
AFP | Nicosia, Cyprus

EU top diplomat Kaja Kallas 
urged calm yesterday after 

Iran and Israel traded strikes, 
testing a fragile truce and 
threatening hopes for a deal 
to end the Middle East war.

“Overnight, we have seen 
escalation again. I think the 
region does not need an es-
calation, but actually that 
parties sit down to a negoti-
ation table and agree,” Kallas  
said.

Israel military says struck Iran petrochemical 
complex in Mahshahr
Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel’s military said Monday 
it had struck several targets 

at a petrochemical complex 
in Mahshahr in southwestern 

Iran.
“A short while ago, the Israeli 

Air Force struck several targets 
at the petrochemical complex 
in Mahshahr, in southwestern 
Iran,” the military said.

China’s Xi in North Korea for rare visit
AFP | Pyongyang, North Korea

China’s President Xi Jinping 
made a rare visit to North 

Korea yesterday, where he pro-
claimed a willingness to bring 
ties to “new heights” during a 
meeting with Kim Jong Un.

Xi’s trip to Pyongyang is his 
first since 2019 and comes after 
he hosted a series of world lead-
ers, including US President Don-
ald Trump and Russian leader 
Vladimir Putin, in Beijing.

Xi and his wife Peng Liyu-
an were warmly greeted at the 
airport by Kim in a lavish wel-
come ceremony complete with 
a red-carpet military salute and 
cheering crowds, according to 
Chinese state media.

Some streets in the capital also 
displayed North Korean and Chi-
nese flags side by side.

Xi told Kim during talks on 
Monday that he was willing to 
work together to bring their 
countries’ relations to “new 
heights”, state news agency Xin-
hua reported.

The two sides should strength-
en exchanges “in diplomacy, law 

enforcement, and the military”, 
Xi said.

“No matter how the interna-
tional situation changes... the 
traditional friendship between 
China and the DPRK will not 

change.”
Xi’s trip comes just weeks after 

he held talks with Trump, during 
which the White House said the 
leaders “confirmed their shared 
goal to denuclearise North Ko-

rea”.
Residents living close to the 

North Korean border expressed 
hope for greater openness from 
Pyongyang.

This picture shows a giant screen displayed outside a shopping mall in Beijing on June 8, 2026, showing a news program 
about the meeting between China’s President Xi Jinping and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un held in North Korea.

UK govt warns big tech over 
nude images sent by children
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Tech giants must stop chil-
dren in Britain from being 

able to send and receive nude 
images on their devices, or be 
forced to do so by law, the gov-
ernment said yesterday. 

Britain’s interior ministry 
said it was giving companies 
including Apple and Google 
three months to introduce 
safety features to block chil-
dren from taking and accessing 
naked photos on phones and 
tablets.

If they do not, the govern-
ment will introduce legislation 
to “force them to activate the 
technology”, the Home Office 
said in a statement.

“This is not an impossible 
challenge,” Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer told delegates at 
the London Tech Week con-
ference.

“These are some of the most 
innovative companies in the 
world and I believe they can 
solve it, but if they choose not 
to, then we will act and we will 
change the law, because when 
it comes to the safety of our 
children, standing by is not an 
option,” he added.

The Labour government 
said  technology compa-
nies had a “moral responsi-
bility” to “protect children 
from coercion, abuse and  
sextortion”.

Two men examine a fallen rocket half-buried in the ground on the outskirts of Jericho

Rosette Tannous, wife of Lebanese army captain Elie Khoury who was killed 
by Israeli bombardment, salutes as mourners carry her husband’s coffin past 
during the funeral in his home village of Kfar Jarra near Jezzine in southern 
Lebanon

India says sailors rescued off 
tanker ablaze off Oman
AFP | Mumbai, India

Omani authorities airlift-
ed 24 Indian sailors off a 

tanker on fire off the coast of 
Oman yesterday, New Delhi 
officials said, without saying 
what caused the blaze.

“We are thankful to the 
Omani authorities for their 
swift response and rescue of 
all the 24 crew members of 
Indian nationality, onboard 
MT Marivex, and ensuring 
their safety,” the Indian em-
bassy in Oman said in a state-
ment on social media.

India’s Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways 
said a fire was reported at 
around 1:30 pm (0800 GMT) 
on the MT Marivex, a Pa-
lau-flagged tanker.

“There has been a fire 
reported on a vessel, MT 
Marivex, on which there 
were 24 Indian seafarers... 
all Indian seafarers are safe,” 
ministry director Opesh Ku-
mar Sharma told reporters.

Images posted on so-

cial media by the Forward 
Seamen’s Union of India 
showed crew members be-
ing winched from the vessel 
by helicopter as thick black 
smoke billowed from its 
bridge and accommodation 
cabins. The tanker’s position 
was shown by ship-tracking 
service MarineTraffic as be-
ing off the coast of Oman, 
south of the capital Muscat.

Israel vows to press military 
campaign in Lebanon
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz vowed yesterday 

to press on with Israel's mil-
itary campaign in Lebanon, 
despite a warning from Iran 
that any such action would 
prompt the Islamic republic 
to take "severe" measures in 
response.

"The IDF will continue to 
operate in Lebanon against 

the terrorist organisation 
Hezbollah," Katz said in a 
statement, adding that Israel 
would strike Beirut's southern 
suburbs, known as the Da-
hiyeh district, in retaliation 
for every attack on northern 
Israel. "We categorically re-
ject Iran’s threats. Any Iranian 
attempt to link Lebanon and 
Iran and attack Israel will be 
met with great force, as hap-
pened yesterday," Katz said.

Trump calls Netanyahu after Israel-
Iran clashes: White House
Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
called Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu yester-

day, a White House official 
told AFP, after the first ex-
changes of fire between Is-
rael and Iran since an April  
ceasefire.

Netanyahu says told Trump Israel has 
right to self-defence 
Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel i  Pr ime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said 

Monday he told US President 
Donald Trump that Israel re-
served the right to defend it-
self against Iran at any time, 
despite Trump’s public objec-
tions.

“Israel has a full right to 
self-defence, and we are ex-
ercising it as required. I say 
this to you, just as I say it 
with appreciation and re-
spect in my good conversa-
tions with my friend President  
T r u m p , ”  N e t a n y a -
h u  s a i d  i n  a  t e l e v i s e d  
statement.

Poland seizes major heroin 
shipment from Iran
AFP | Warsaw, Poland

Polish authorities said yes-
terday they had seized over 

a tonne of heroin from Iran, 
hidden in a shipment of deco-

rative bricks, at the Baltic port 
of Gdynia."This is the largest 
operation of its kind in over 
a decade," Interior Minister 
Marcin Kierwinski said at a 
press conference.

The Strait of Hormuz has long 
been a flashpoint for maritime 

security. During the “Tanker 
War” phase of the 1980s Iran-
Iraq conflict, more than 400 

commercial ships were attacked, 
including nearly 240 oil tankers, 

making it one of the largest 
assaults on merchant shipping 

since World War II.

KNOW WHAT

Prior to US strikes in June 2025, the 
IAEA calculated that Iran possessed 

approximately 440 kilogrammes 
(970 pounds) of uranium enriched 

to 60 percent. This is close to the 90 
percent needed to make a bomb and 
well above the 3.67-percent limit set 

by a now-defunct 2015 agreement 
with Iran. The fate of this stockpile is 

uncertain.

KNOW WHAT


