
His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince 

and Prime Minister, chaired the 
weekly Cabinet meeting at Gu-
daibiya Palace, where ministers 
reviewed national priorities, re-
gional developments, and sev-
eral international and domestic 
initiatives.

The Cabinet opened by com-
mending the address delivered 
by His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa during last week’s 
meeting. Ministers said the Royal 
directives and priorities outlined 

in the speech provide a clear 
framework to further strength-
en Bahrain’s security and stabil-
ity, while building on national 
achievements. The Cabinet af-
firmed that government bodies 
will continue implementing these 
directives across all sectors.

Strongly Condemned
The Cabinet meeting also ad-

dressed regional security con-
cerns, strongly condemning re-
newed hostile Iranian actions 
against the Kingdom of Bahrain 
and the State of Kuwait. Minis-
ters called on Iran to immediate-
ly cease hostilities, fully reopen 
the Strait of Hormuz without re-
strictions, and uphold freedom of 
maritime navigation in accord-
ance with international law and 
United Nations Security Council 
resolutions. The Cabinet reiter-
ated Bahrain’s support for efforts 
aimed at de-escalation, civilian 
protection, and safeguarding re-
gional and international peace 
and security.

Security agencies, including 
the Bahrain Defence Force, the 
National Guard, and the Ministry 
of Interior, were commended for 
their preparedness and coordi-
nation in responding to evolving 
developments.

The Cabinet also welcomed the 
outcomes of the annual meeting 
between the Minister of Interior 
and representatives of matams 
across Bahrain’s governorates. 
The discussions highlighted 
public safety measures and the 
importance of preserving Ashu-
ra observances, while ensuring 
compliance with regulations and 
maintaining community security.

On education, ministers con-
gratulated students across all ac-
ademic stages for the 2025–2026 
academic year and praised par-
ents for their support. They also 
commended the Ministry of Ed-
ucation’s staff for their continued 
dedication and professionalism 
throughout the year.

Economy 
In the economic sector, the 

Cabinet welcomed the announce-
ment involving Aluminium Bah-
rain (Alba), American Industrial 
Partners, and Bpifrance regarding 
Alba’s acquisition of Alumini-
um Dunkerque, described as the 
largest aluminium smelter in 
the European Union. The Cab-
inet also praised the efforts of 
Mumtalakat Holding Company 
in strengthening Bahrain’s invest-
ment portfolio.

They also discussed prepara-

tions for the upcoming 167th ses-
sion of the Ministerial Council of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council, as 
well as progress on youth devel-
opment projects under the Gov-
ernment Programme 2023–2026.

Finally, the Cabinet reviewed 
reports on Bahrain’s partici-
pation in several international 
forums, including the Choose 
France summit, the St. Peters-
burg International Economic 
Forum, and global conferences 
on food supply chains, ocean sus-
tainability, and water security. It 
also noted updates on the con-
clusion of the academic year and 
recent ministerial engagements 
and foreign visits to Bahrain in 
June 2026.
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Sailors Rescued 
Safely 
Omani authorities 
evacuated 24 Indian 
sailors from the tanker 
MT Marivex after a fire 
broke out off the coast of 
Oman. | P10
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Cabinet Condemns Regional Escalation

Fintech Innovation Strategy
Meeting highlighted the role of the banking and financial sector in economic growth

His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, 

the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, met with Robert Di-
amond, Founding Partner and 
Chief Executive Officer of Atlas 
Merchant Capital, at Gudaibiya 
Palace.

HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister affirmed the 
vital role of the financial and 
banking sector in driving the 
Kingdom’s economic growth 
and comprehensive develop-
ment, led by His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

His Royal Highness empha-

sised the importance of 
fostering innovation in 
financial technology and 
enhancing the develop-
ment of financial ser-
vices to increase sector 
efficiency and support 
the Kingdom’s future 
readiness.

HRH the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister under-
scored Bahrain’s commitment 
to further deepening coopera-
tion with leading international 
financial and investment in-
stitutions, supporting the ex-
change of expertise and cre-
ating promising opportunities 

that contribute to achieving the 
Kingdom’s wide-ranging goals.

During the meeting, several 
issues of mutual interest and 
the latest developments in the 
global economy were discussed.

For his part, Robert Diamond 
expressed his appreciation for 

His Royal Highness’s contin-
ued commitment to strengthen-
ing cooperation and advancing 
partnerships with international 
financial institutions and banks, 
wishing the Kingdom of Bah-
rain continued progress and 
prosperity.

A Syrian farmer looks at an Iranian missile that fell onto agricultural 
land in the area of Najha, in the countryside of the Syrian capital 

after the missile was intercepted by Israeli air defense systems on June 
8, 2026. Iraq and Syria closed their airspace on June 7 as a safety precau-
tion after their eastern neighbour, Iran, launched missiles across their 
territory toward targets in Israel. In a brief statement, the Iraqi Civil 
Aviation Authority reported the closure of Iraqi airspace for 72 hours. 
Syria’s authority closed the country’s “southern air corridors” for 12 hours.  
(Read more about the Middle East war on pages 8-9)

Ministers Back Royal Directives on National Priorities

• Alba acquisition of 
Aluminium Dunkerque 
welcomed 

•  New UK customs 
cooperation agreement 
approved

• Bahrain’s SDG 
progress report 
reviewed by Cabinet  

C a b i n e t  D e c i s i o n s

Bahrain’s participation and 
contributions in international 

organisations
Draft customs cooperation agree-

ment with the United Kingdom
Amendments to municipal law 

executive regulations
Third Voluntary National Review 
on UN Sustainable Development 

Goals
Government responses to 

proposals from the Council of 
Representatives

Ministry Mourns Al 
Muqla

The Ministry of Informa-
tion mourned former min-
istry official Abdullah Isa 
Al Muqla.

The late Al Muqla was 
among the national media 
professionals who contrib-
uted to the early stages of 
Bahrain’s media sector and 
was part of the founding 
generation of Bahrain Tele-
vision. He also held several 
leadership positions at the 
Information Ministry dur-
ing the 1980s and 1990s.

The ministry expressed 
its condolences to his family 
and relatives.

Loyalty Document 
Deadline Extended

Jordan Accession Day

Ministry of Information 
extended the deadline for 
receiving loyalty and sup-
port documents submit-
ted by institutions, organ-
isations, and community 
groups across the Kingdom.

The documents reflect 
expressions of loyalty and 
belonging to Bahrain and its 
leadership, including sup-
port for His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, 
and backing for the govern-
ment led by HRH Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

The ministry said submis-
sions will now be accept-
ed until Thursday, June 18. 
Documents can be deliv-
ered at the main gate of the 
ministry headquarters daily 
from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

Bahrain Ensures 
Religious Freedoms

The Chairman of the 
National Institution 

for Human Rights (NIHR), 
Ali  Ahmed Al  Derazi , 
stressed the importance of 
coordination and dialogue 
ahead of the Ashoora season 
in Bahrain.

Al Derazi highlighted key 
points discussed during the 
annual meeting chaired by 
General Shaikh Rashid bin 
Abdullah Al Khalifa, Min-
ister of Interior, with offi-
cials and representatives of 
maatams across the King-
dom. The meeting focused 
on preparations for the re-
ligious season and ensuring 
proper arrangements across 
governorates.

He said the discussions 
reflected Bahrain’s com-
mitment to strengthening 
cooperation between offi-
cial bodies and community 
stakeholders, while ensur-
ing that religious obser-
vance is carried out within a 
framework that safeguards 
public order and legal com-
pliance.

Al Derazi added that the 
NIHR has, over recent years, 
monitored Ashoora-related 
activities and observed con-
tinued facilitation of reli-
gious practices for citizens, 
residents, and inmates in 
rehabilitation centres under 
established regulations.

Bahrain’s leadership sent 
congratulatory messages to 
Jordan’s King Abdullah II on 
his Accession Day, reaffirming 
the close ties between the two 
kingdoms.

In his message, HM King 
Hamad extended best wishes 
to King Abdullah II for con-
tinued health and happiness, 
and expressed hope for fur-
ther progress and prosperity 
for the Jordanian people un-
der his leadership.

Separately, His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister, also sent 

Unity and Stability

H.E. Shaikh Salman bin 
Khalifa Al Khalifa, the Min-
istry of Finance and Nation-
al Economy participated in 
signing a document of en-
dorsement and loyalty, re-
flecting national allegiance 
and unity in Bahrain.

The document reaffirms 
support for the leadership 
of His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa,  as the 
country continues to em-
phasise national cohesion 
and institutional stability.

It also highlights align-
ment with the directives of 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, particular-
ly regarding strengthening 
national responsibility and 
sustaining development ef-
forts.



• Public transport plan 
to link buses with the 
future metro network

•  Solar stations 
support  sustainability 
drive
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Sitra set for first smart 
bus station

A senior Bahraini 
official inspect-
ed several public 
transport projects 

across the Kingdom, includ-
ing a future digital bus station 
expected to become a key mile-
stone in the country’s trans-
port modernisation drive.

Fatima Abdullah Al Daeen, 
Undersecretary  for  Land 
Transport and Post at the Min-
istry of Transportation and 
Telecommunications, visited 
several initiatives implement-
ed by the land transport sector 
to assess readiness and ensure 
progress aligns with opera-
tional and delivery timelines.

The tour included multiple 
public bus stations, most no-
tably the Sitra station, which 
is being developed with sup-
port from stc Bahrain. Once 

completed, it is 
expected to be-
come Bahrain’s 
first fully digi-
tal bus station, 
marking a sig-
nificant step in 
the country ’s 
public trans-
port transfor-
mation strategy.

Officials say the project is 
part of wider efforts to ad-
vance Bahrain’s national trans-
port strategy and strengthen 
digital transformation across 
mobility services, position-
ing the Kingdom as a regional 
leader in smart and sustainable 
transport systems.

During the visit, Al Daeen 

reaffirmed the ministry’s com-
mitment to enhancing public 
transport infrastructure and 
expanding partnerships with 
the private sector to accelerate 
the delivery of key projects.

She also highlighted ongoing 
work to develop an integrated 
public transport network that 
will connect bus services with 
a future metro system. This 

network aims to improve traf-
fic flow, reduce carbon emis-
sions, and increase access to 
employment, education, and 
essential services.

The initiative aligns with 
the Kingdom’s long-term de-
velopment vision, including 
efforts to improve economic 
efficiency and support sustain-
able urban growth.
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Bahrain is expanding solar-
powered bus stations to reduce 
reliance on the electricity grid 
and support its sustainability 

goals.

‘Coffee with a Leader’
National development driven by 

leadership vision

Minister of Information, 
Dr. Ramzan bin Abdul-
lah Al-Noaimi, took 

part in a youth-focused dialogue 
session organised by the Lam’a 
Authority, as part of its “Coffee 
with a Leader” series, alongside 
the Minister of Youth Affairs, 
Rawan bint Najeeb Tawfiqi.

The session brought together 
members of Lam’a’s board of 
directors and young Bahraini 
participants, providing an open 
platform for discussion on lead-
ership, development, and the 
role of youth in national pro-
gress.

During the meeting, Dr. 
Al-Noaimi stated that Bahrain 
continues to advance confident-
ly, guided by the vision of HM 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. 
He said this vision places people 
at the centre of development and 
views young citizens as key part-
ners in shaping both the present 
and the future.

He also highlighted the direc-
tives of the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister,  HRH Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
noting that government initia-

tives continue to focus on em-
powering young people and 
strengthening their participation 
in national development pro-
grammes.

The minister further praised 
the role of HH Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, describing 
his initiatives in youth affairs 
and humanitarian work as in-
strumental in building a more 
structured national framework 
for youth empowerment.

He also commended the Lam’a 
programme, saying it has played 
a significant role in developing 
emerging leaders through train-
ing and capacity-building initia-
tives. He noted that many of its 
graduates have gone on to make 
a visible impact in their work-
places, particularly in leadership 
and administrative roles.

“Investing in young 
people is central to 

safeguarding our 
national achievements 

and strengthening 
stability”  

- DR. RAMZAN BIN ABDULLAH AL-NOAIMI
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UAE Stands Firmly With Bahrain 
Gulf solidarity on full display as top lawmakers exchange messages of support

The UAE’s Federal 
National Council 
President has con-
demned the Iranian 

terrorist attacks on Bahrain, 
saying the kingdom’s security 
was ‘an indivisible part’ of the 
UAE’s own security and of the 
Gulf security system.

In a letter to Parliament 
Speaker Ahmed bin Salman Al 
Musallam, Saqr Ghobash said 
the attacks amounted to a clear 
breach of Bahrain’s sovereignty, 
security and stability, as well as 
a grave breach of international 
law and the rules governing ties 
between states.

Mr Ghobash said the UAE was 
following the developments 
with deep condemnation and 
stood firmly with Bahrain 
against any threat to its sover-
eignty and stability. 

‘The security of the Kingdom 
of Bahrain is an indivisible part 
of the security of the UAE,’ he 
said, adding that any harm to 
Bahrain’s sovereignty and sta-
bility was also a blow to Gulf 
security as a whole.

He said the developments 

showed that Gulf states, despite 
their efforts to shore up stabili-
ty, peace and de-escalation, still 
faced treacherous Iranian ag-
gression requiring closer unity, 
co-ordination and readiness.

Mr Ghobash said Bahrain, 
under His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa, had the 
wisdom, strength and national 
unity needed to overcome such 
challenges.

H e  a l s o  p r a i s e d  t h e 
long-standing ties between 
GCC states, saying they would 
remain a firm barrier against 
threats to the region’s security 
and stability.

Mr Al Musallam thanked Mr 
Ghobash for the letter, saying 
it showed the firm UAE stance, 
close ties and shared destiny 
binding Bahrain and the UAE 
under His Majesty King Hamad 
and UAE President Shaikh Mo-
hammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 
He said Bahrain took pride in 
the depth of its brotherly ties 
with the UAE, describing them 
as strategic ties built on close 
bonds between the two coun-
tries and their peoples.

Meanwhile, Bahrain’s Shura 
Council chairman Ali bin Saleh 
Al Saleh received a message 
of support from UAE Feder-

al National Council Speaker 
Saqr Ghobash, who strongly 
condemned what he described 
as Iranian “terrorist attacks” 
targeting the kingdom.

In the message, Mr Ghobash 
said the attacks were a blatant 
violation of Bahrain’s sover-
eignty, security and stability, 
and a serious breach of inter-
national law. 

Mr Ghobash also called for 
greater Gulf solidarity and co-
ordination in the face of re-
gional threats, saying GCC unity 
would remain a strong shield 
against attempts to undermine 
regional security and stability.
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H.E Ali bin Saleh Al Saleh,  
Chairman of the Shura 
Council

H.E. Ahmed bin Salman Al 
Musallam, Speaker of the 
Parliament

“The security 
of the Kingdom 
of Bahrain is an 
indivisible part 

of the security of 
the UAE.” 

SAQR GHOBASH, SPEAKER, UAE FEDERAL NATIONAL COUNCIL

Malls Go Beyond Shopping

Shopping malls are 
becoming one of 
Bahrain’s most pow-
erful tourism assets. 

That was the central message 
from Tourism Minister Fati-
ma bint Jaffar Al Sairafi as she 
met with mall operators from 
across the kingdom to align 
on strategy ahead of the busy 
summer season.

The minister said modern 
malls — combining retail, din-
ing, entertainment and family 
activities under one roof — 
now serve visitors of all ages 
and backgrounds, making 
them a cornerstone of Bah-
rain’s broader tourism offer-
ing.

The meeting was part of 
regular government-industry 
coordination sessions tied di-
rectly to Bahrain’s Tourism 
Strategy 2022–2026. Al Sairafi 
stressed that partnerships 
with shopping centres are not 
optional extras—they are a 
structural pillar of the king-
dom’s tourism growth plan.

Discussions centred on two 
key campaigns: the “Walahna 
Alaikum” visitor welcome 
initiative and an upcoming 
GCC-targeted summer cam-

paign designed to attract fami-
lies from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
UAE and beyond. Joint pro-
motional packages combining 
shopping discounts, entertain-
ment events and dining deals 
are being developed specifical-
ly for the Gulf market.

 How Bahrain’s Malls Are Redefining 
Gulf Tourism?

“Shopping 
malls bring 

together retail, 
entertainment and 

hospitality under 
one roof — and that 

is exactly what 
modern tourists are 

looking for.” 
— MINISTER AL SAIRAFI
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The President of Cus-
toms, Shaikh Ahmed bin 

Hamad Al Khalifa, received the 
Ambassador of the Republic 
of Cyprus to the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, Dr Andreas Eliades, 
during an official meeting on 
Monday. 

During the meeting, Shaikh 
Ahmed welcomed the Cypriot 
ambassador and highlighted 

the depth of bilateral relations 
between the two countries. He 
noted that ties continue to de-
velop across various sectors, 

reflecting growing cooperation 
and mutual engagement.

Both sides discussed sever-
al topics of common interest, 

focusing particularly on ways 
to strengthen cooperation and 
enhance the exchange of ex-
pertise. The discussions also 
explored opportunities to serve 
shared interests and support 
further institutional collabo-
ration.

The meeting occurs as Bah-
rain continues to expand its in-
ternational partnerships across 
customs, trade facilitation, and 
administrative cooperation.

Bahrain, Cyprus Discuss Strengthening Cooperation
TDT | Manama



A 22-year-old Bahraini en-
trepreneur has turned a 
simple idea into a grow-

ing home-based business while 
balancing university life, building 
his brand Waraqatna around his 
passion for stuffed grape leaves.

Entrepreneur Ali Aldakheel 

said his journey began with a 
clear intention: to become fi-
nancially independent, ease the 
pressure on his family, and gain 
real-world experience before 
graduation. What started as am-
bition quickly developed into 
a demanding routine that runs 
alongside his studies.

His day begins before sun-
rise, when he prepares orders 
for Waraqatna before heading to 
university. Between lectures, as-
signments, and exams, he manag-
es operations and returns home 
later to continue working late 
into the night.

“There were days I slept only 
three hours before going to uni-
versity,” he said.

The early months were par-

ticularly challenging, with slow 
sales and limited growth leaving 
him uncertain about continuing. 
Balancing academic pressure 
with an emerging business test-
ed his patience and commitment.

“After months without seeing 
clear progress, I felt discour-

aged,” Aldak-
heel said. “But I 
kept going and 
reminded my-
self that success 
takes patience 
and consisten-
cy.”

Beyond busi-
ness results, Al-
dakheel says the 
most meaning-

ful motivation came from small 
acts of kindness from custom-
ers and his family’s continuous 
support. “Sometimes custom-
ers offered water, food, or small 
gestures of kindness,” he said. 
“Those moments stayed with 
me.”

Now still at the beginning of his 
journey, he believes many young 
entrepreneurs underestimate the 
time and effort required to build 
something sustainable. He en-
courages others to stay patient 
and trust the process rather than 
expecting immediate success.

For Aldakheel, Waraqatna is 
still growing but so is he, shaped 
by long days, short nights, and 
the determination to build some-
thing of his own.

Royal Medical Ser-
vices announced 
another milestone 
in gene therapy, fol-

lowing the successful treatment 
of a Bahraini patient with sickle 
cell disease using the advanced 
gene-editing therapy Casgevy.

Major General Dr. Shaikh 
Fahad bin Khalifa bin Salman 
Al Khalifa, Commander of the 
Royal Medical Services, said 
the continued progress in gene 
therapy and stem cell transplan-
tation reflects the high standard 
of Bahrain’s military medical 
sector and its commitment to 
delivering advanced precision 
treatments in line with interna-
tional standards.

He expressed pride in the 
support provided by His Maj-
esty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa, as well as the backing 
of His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khali-
fa and Field Marshal Shaikh 
Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, 
saying this support has helped 
drive medical innovation and 
improve healthcare services in 
the Kingdom.

His remarks came during a 
visit to the patient, Lujain, fol-
lowing the completion of her 
treatment under the Gene Ther-
apy and Stem Cell Transplanta-
tion Programme for inherited 
blood disorders. She has since 

been discharged in good health 
and is now in the final stage of 
recovery.

The Bahrain Oncology Cen-
tre, which is part of the Roy-
al Medical Services, said the 
treatment was carried out using 
Casgevy, a CRISPR/Cas9-based 
gene-editing therapy devel-
oped by Vertex Pharmaceuticals 
and CRISPR Therapeutics. The 
centre described it as a major 
breakthrough offering long-
term improvement for patients 
with inherited blood diseases.

Dr. Edward Rowland, Chief 
Executive Officer of the Bahrain 
Oncology Centre, said the suc-
cess marks another step forward 
for Bahrain in precision medi-
cine, highlighting local medical 
teams’ ability to deliver highly 
complex treatments in line with 
global standards.

Dr. Noora Butti, Head of the 
programme, said the patient will 
continue follow-up care and is 
expected to return to normal 
daily activities within months, 
adding that further similar suc-
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This is the second 
successful gene therapy 
case for sickle cell dis-
ease in Bahrain under 

the programme 

KNOW

BETTER
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A proposal to record 
car odometer read-
ings during Bahrain’s 
annual vehicle in-

spection has been studied by 
Parliament’s Foreign Affairs, 
Defence and National Security 
Committee as part of efforts to 
curb mileage fraud in the used-
car market.

Submitted by MP Moham-
med Salman Al Ahmed, the 
proposal asks the government 
to link each vehicle’s odome-
ter to the yearly test, with the 
reading logged electronical-
ly in the Traffic Directorate’s 
vehicle record report. Buyers 
would then be able to check 
earlier readings before buying 
a used car.

Al Ahmed said the proposal 
follows repeated cases of sell-
ers lowering recorded mileage 
to raise sale prices. He said 
the practice harms buyers, 
weakens trust in the market 
and raises road safety risks by 
hiding the true use of a vehicle.

The proposal also calls for 
stiffer penalties for anyone 
found to have tampered with 
an odometer to mislead buy-
ers. Al Ahmed said many con-
sumers have weak means of 
checking a car’s true mileage, 

while the practice has spread 
in a way that makes an official 
record necessary.

The matter was among items 
studied by the committee dur-
ing the fourth ordinary session 
of the sixth legislative term.

Authorities track odom-
eter readings during 
annual inspections to 

build a verified mileage 
record and prevent 

fraud. In the EU, these 
readings are stored in 
national databases to 
help detect and deter 

tampering.

KNOW

BETTER
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Mohammed Darwish

Odometer Readings Sought 
for Annual Car Tests

Mohammed Salman Al Ahmed, MP

Lujain Goes Home
Bahrain’s Second Gene Therapy Victory in Sickle Cell Fight

“We remain 
committed to 

providing the latest 
precision treatments 

in line with the 
highest international 
medical standards.”

Three Hours of 
Sleep, One Bigger 
Dream

“Don’t rush 
success, Keep 

going even when 
results are slow. 

One day, the 
effort will make 

sense.” 
 ALI ALDAKHEEL
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Labour Ministry raises 
awareness on midday 

work restrictions

Ministry of Labour or-
ganised a workshop 
to raise awareness 

about implementing Ministe-
rial Decision No. (5) of 2026, 
which regulates the summer 
midday work ban.

The decision, effective from 
June 15 until August 31, prohib-
its outdoor work under direct 
sunlight between 12 p.m. and 4 
p.m. to safeguard workers dur-
ing the peak summer heat.

The workshop brought to-
gether employers, occupational 
safety and health officials, and 
private sector representatives 
to discuss the regulation’s re-
quirements and necessary com-
pliance measures.

The ministry stated the in-
itiative is part of its wider ef-
forts to supervise the decision’s 
implementation and strength-
en awareness of occupational 
health and safety standards 
during the summer months, 
when temperatures and humid-
ity levels rise significantly.

Officials also highlighted 
preventive measures and best 
practices aimed at reducing the 
risks of heat stress and creating 
a safer and more productive 
working environment.

Ban on outdoor 
work under direct 

sunlight
 

Duration:  
June 15 – August 31, 2026 

Restricted hours: 
12:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Protect workers 
from heat stress 

and related health 
risks.

Field inspections, 
awareness cam-
paigns, and in-

ter-agency  
coordination.

Employer respon-
sibilities: Provide 
heat protection 

measures, ensure 
worker safety

New School Year 
with 96% Pass Rate

The Education Ministry 
wraps up one successful 
year — and immediately 

starts building the next
Bahrain is already in full 

preparation mode for the up-
coming 2026–2027 academic 
year, with Education Minister 
Dr. Mohammed bin Mubarak 
Juma personally leading the 
charge.

Chairing the Committee for 
the Start of the Academic Year, 
the minister confirmed that all 
educational, administrative 
and support teams are aligned 
and working to ensure a strong 
start to the new term — even as 
the current school year draws 
to a close.

A Year to Be Proud Of
The committee opened by 

reviewing this year’s achieve-
ments — and the headline 
number speaks for itself: sec-
ondary school students re-
corded a pass rate of approx-
imately 96%, which the com-
mittee formally approved at 
the meeting.

The academic calendar for 

2026–2027 has been official-
ly approved, covering all key 
term dates, milestones, school 
breaks and events. Parents and 
students can already access 
the full calendar on the Min-
istry of Education’s official 
website.

The minister acknowledged 
the ongoing support of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa and HRH Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, describing their back-
ing as central to raising the 
kingdom’s education stand-
ards.

Relevant departments have 
been assigned clear responsi-
bilities, with teams tasked to 
continue monitoring progress 
and completing preparations 
ahead of the new school year.

TDT | Manama “Building on this 
year’s success, we 

are fully committed 
to ensuring a strong 

start to the 2026–
2027 academic year.” 
— DR. MOHAMMED BIN MUBARAK JUMA



A morning filled with 
colour, creativity 
and resilience un-
folded at the NBB 

Multiple Sclerosis Centre in 
Busaiteen, where people living 
with multiple sclerosis used art 
to express hope and strength.

The event, organised by the 
Bahrain Multiple Sclerosis Pa-
tients Society to mark World 
Multiple Sclerosis Day, brought 
together patients, doctors, 
families and supporters in an 
awareness gathering focused 
on the human experience of 
the disease.

The NBB Multiple Sclerosis 
Centre, regarded as the first 
of its kind in the Arabian Gulf, 
provides integrated care for 
MS patients under one roof. 
It brings together neurology, 
nutrition, urology and oph-
thalmology services, alongside 
diagnostic and rehabilitation 
support, aiming to ensure early 
intervention and comprehen-
sive treatment.

Medical staff at the centre 
are predominantly Bahraini 
consultants, supported by spe-
cialised nursing teams who 
guide patients through diag-
nosis, treatment and long-term 
care.

A key highlight of the event 
was an art display by MS pa-
tients themselves. Their paint-
ings reflected personal jour-
neys of patience, resilience and 
determination, offering visitors 
a powerful reminder that the 
condition does not diminish 
creativity or ambition.

Doctors attending the event 
also provided health guid-
ance, stressing the importance 
of lifestyle management for 
people living with MS. They 
highlighted suitable physical 
activity to support balance and 
strength, alongside tailored ex-
ercise plans based on each pa-
tient’s condition.

Nutrition advice was also 
shared, with recommendations 
for foods such as fish, walnuts, 
fruits, vegetables and whole 
grains, while advising moder-
ation in processed foods, fried 
meals, sugary drinks, refined 

carbohydrates and high-fat or 
high-salt diets.

The Bahrain Multiple Sclero-
sis Patients Society said its goal 
is to help patients lead as nor-
mal a life as possible, through 
psychological and social sup-
port, awareness programmes 
and access to reliable medical 
information.

A proposal to widen 
where children can 
meet a separated par-

ent has been recommended 
for approval by Parliament’s 
Services Committee, opening 
the way for visits in shopping 
malls, family cafés, play areas 
and other child-friendly sites.

The amended proposal, tied 
to Article 139 of Bahrain’s Fami-
ly Law, seeks to move some vis-
its away from closed or formal 
spaces and into settings closer 
to ordinary family outings.

It was submitted by MPs 
Basema Mubarak, Ahmed Al 
Salloom, Lulwa Al Rumaihi, 
Jalal Kadhem and Eman Shu-
waiter.

The committee said it had 
agreed revised wording with 
the MPs behind the proposal, 
including a change to the num-
ber of the related article in the 
Family Law.

The proposal says a wider 
choice of venues would give 
children a calmer setting when 
meeting a parent who does not 
have custody, while keeping 
the visit rooted in the child’s 
welfare.

Its explanatory note says the 
change is based on the best in-
terests of the child and falls 
within Bahrain’s Family Law, 
Law No. 19 of 2017, which gov-
erns visitation rights.

It  argues that  visits  in 

closed or formal surroundings 
can raise anxiety and leave 
the child linking the meeting 
to court rows or family break-
down.

Shopping malls, play are-
as and family cafés, the MPs 
said, can give children a great-
er sense of ease and belonging 
during contact with the visiting 
parent.

The proposal also says public 
venues can help build a health-
ier bond between the child and 
the visiting parent by allow-
ing more natural contact, away 
from the strain between sepa-
rated parents.

It adds that the effects of di-
vorce on children can be eased 
when they are still able to enjoy 
ordinary social and leisure ac-
tivities like their peers.

The MPs said children’s needs 
differ by age, making it useful 
to offer a wider range of places 
suited to each child’s stage of 
growth.
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Moves to Let Children Meet Separated 
Parents in Malls and Play Areas

• Proposal allows 
child visits in malls 
and family-friendly 
venues.

• Amendment linked 
to Bahrain’s Family 
Law.

• Focus on children’s 
emotional wellbeing.

• MPs say formal cen-
tres may increase 
stress.

• Plan encourages 
natural parent-child 
interaction.

• Public venues seen 
as safer and more 
comfortable.

• Initiative aims to 
strengthen family 
bonds after divorce.

“The child’s 
psychological 

wellbeing must 
remain the 

top priority in 
all visitation 
decisions.” 

BASEMA MUBARAK, MP

A burst of colour, texture 
and human expression 
is drawing visitors into 

the heart of Bangladesh without 
ever leaving Bahrain.

At the Arts Centre, a new ex-
hibition offers more than paint-
ings on walls. It presents a lived 
experience, where art becomes 
a bridge between cultures and a 
window into the rhythms of life 
in Dhaka.

Titled “From the Heart to the 
Extremities: A Journey Through 
the Kaleidoscope,” the exhibi-
tion was launched by the Bahrain 

Authority for Culture and Antiq-
uities in collaboration with the 
Embassy of Bangladesh and was 
attended by diplomats, artists 
and cultural figures.

Through bold colours and lay-
ered compositions, the works 
transform Dhaka into more than 
a city turning it into a living nar-
rative filled with memory, move-
ment and human stories.

Each piece offers a different 
lens, capturing fragments of 
everyday life, from nature and 
urban spaces to personal identity 
and shared cultural memory.

Bangladesh Ambassador to 
Bahrain Mohammed Sarwar 
said the exhibition reflects on-
going efforts to deepen cultur-
al exchange between the two 
countries.

He described art as a power-
ful form of diplomacy, capable 
of crossing borders where lan-
guage cannot, creating spaces 
for dialogue and understanding 
between people.

The exhibition brings together 
leading contemporary artists, 
each presenting a distinct artistic 
voice.

• Jamal Ahmed: 
Renowned Bangladeshi 
artist and Ekushey Padak 
awardee, known for 
works inspired by nature, 
rivers, and everyday life.
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Scrap Yard Relocation Deadline Extended

Businesses operating in 
the Al Mazra’a scrap 
yard have been grant-

ed additional time to relocate 
after the Southern Municipality 
extended the deadline to July 
31, 2026.

The decision follows direc-
tives from the ministerial com-
mittee for development projects 
and infrastructure, chaired by 
Deputy Prime Minister Shaikh 
Khalid bin Abdulla Al Khalifa, to 
support a smoother transition to 
the new site in Hafeera.

Officials said the extension is 
intended to reduce pressure on 
businesses and ensure commer-
cial and service activities con-
tinue without disruption during 
the relocation process.

The municipality confirmed 
that the new site in Block 959 
has been prepared in coordina-

tion with relevant government 
authorities to meet planning and 
technical requirements.

Authorities said the first 
phase of the project aims to 
better organise scrap-related 
activities, improve safety stand-
ards and provide a more suita-

ble working environment for 
operators.

The new facility is also 
expected to enhance service 
efficiency, support long-term 
sustainability in the sector 
and allow room for future 
expansion.

Southern Municipality grants businesses until July 31 to move to Hafeera site

Bangladesh’s stories come alive in Bahrain art showcase

The Ambassador and visiting artists tour the exhibition, showcasing a diverse 
range of contemporary works including paintings, textiles, and installations.

Shura Council chairman praises Bahrain’s envoy to Jordan

Shura Council 
Chairman Ali 
b in  Saleh  Al 

Saleh commended the 
efforts of Bahrain’s 
ambassador to Jordan, 
Shaikh Khalifa bin Ab-
dullah bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, for his role in 
strengthening bilateral 
relations between the 
two countries.

The Chairman high-
lighted the ambassa-
dor’s diplomatic work 
in supporting and deepening what he described 
as the longstanding fraternal ties between Bah-
rain and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

He said Bahraini–Jordanian relations con-
tinue to develop steadily across various fields, 

supported by the leadership of King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa and King Abdullah II of Jordan.

The remarks were made during a reception 
for the ambassador at the Shura Council head-
quarters on Monday.

When a Painting Says 
What Words Cannot

Gulf’s First MS Centre Puts Patients’ Stories at the Heart of 
Awareness Day

“People living with 
MS are not defined 

by the disease, 
but by their roles 
as artists, family 

members and active 
contributors to 

society.” 
— ORGANISERS
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Former parliamentary of-
fice worker sentenced to 
suspended jail term after 

conviction over falsified docu-
ment dispute

A Bahraini court has set 
June 15 as the date for hearing 
appeals in a case involving a 
woman convicted of forging 
a signature on an official par-
liamentary document used to 
cancel her secondment from a 
Member of Parliament’s office.

The First High Criminal 
Court of Appeal will hear 
arguments in the case after 
the defendant was previously 
sentenced to one year in pris-
on by a lower court. The sen-
tence was suspended for three 
years, and the court ordered 
the confiscation of the forged 
document.

According to court records, 
the woman—who had been 
seconded to work in the of-
fice of a member of Bahrain’s 
Council of Representatives—
was found guilty of falsifying 

a secondment cancellation 
form by imitating the MP’s 
signature and submitting it 
to official authorities.

The court said the offences 
were part of a single criminal 
plan and closely linked, ap-
plying penalties for the most 
serious charge under Article 
66 of Bahrain’s Penal Code. It 
also cited mitigating factors, 
including the complainant 
MP’s waiver of his complaint, 
which led to a reduced sen-
tence under Article 72.

The court further sus-
pended the prison term, cit-
ing the defendant’s circum-
stances and what it described 
as her low likelihood of re-
offending, under Articles 81 
and 83 of the Penal Code.

The Public Prosecution 
said the defendant worked 
with an unidentified indi-
vidual to forge the document 
and knowingly used it by 
submitting it to terminate 
her secondment.

The Parliamenta-
ry Group will join 
the 39th confer-
ence of the Arab 

Inter-Parliamentary Union 
by video link, with the Riyadh 
meeting running from 9 to 11 
June under the title ‘An Arab 
Parliamentary Vision for a 
More Stable and Sustainable 
Future’.

The delegation will be led 
by Speaker Ahmed Al Mus-
allam, chairman of the exec-
utive committee of Bahrain’s 
Parliamentary Group.

The Bahraini side will also 
take part in the virtual GCC 
co-ordination meeting held 
alongside the conference, as 
well as the 42nd meeting of 
the Arab Inter-Parliamentary 
Union’s executive committee.

That meeting will discuss 
the report of the union’s gen-
eral secretariat, the report of 
the temporary financial com-
mittee, the report of the tem-
porary parliamentary diplo-
macy committee, and the Arab 
group’s nomination for the 
presidency of the Inter-Par-
liamentary Union.

On the sidelines of the con-
ference, the executive com-
mittee of secretaries-general 
will meet, along with the 47th 
meeting of the Association of 
Secretaries-General of Arab 
Parliaments.

Those talks will cover the 
role of research and infor-

mation centres in guiding 
parliamentary decisions and 
improving legislative work.

The Bahraini delegation 
i n c l u d e s  M P  A h m e d 
Abdulwahid Qarata, Second 
D e p u t y  S p e a k e r ;  S h u r a 
Council member Talal Al 
Ma n n a i ;  M P  H i s h a m  A l 

Aw a d h i ;  S h u r a  C o u n c i l 
member Fatima Al Kawheji; 
M o h a m m e d  A l  S i s i  A l 
Buainain, Secretary-General 
of Parliament and secretary of 
the Parliamentary Group; and 
Karima Al Abbasi, Secretary-
General of the Shura Council.
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MPs Join Riyadh 
Parliamentary Talks

Works Ministry launches 
digital consultancy service

Processing time reduced from 14 days to 7 under the new system

Ministry of Works has 
upgraded its Con-
sultancy Service for 

Government Entities into a fully 
digital platform, a move aimed 
at improving service quality and 
accelerating public sector pro-
cedures.

The enhanced system pro-
vides construction-related ad-
visory services to government 
and semi-government bodies, 
as well as civil society organisa-
tions, and has reduced process-
ing times from 14 working days 

to seven.
The service covers a wide 

range of functions, including 
preliminary and detailed en-
gineering designs, project su-
pervision, coordination of cost 
estimates, preparation of ten-
der documents, and assessment 

of the structural condition of 
government buildings. It also 
includes rehabilitation and 
renovation works.

Engineer Huda Mirza Al Sal-
man, Assistant Undersecretary 
for Technical Services at the 
Ministry of Works, said the 
upgrade reflects the ministry’s 

adoption of digital solutions to 
support the government’s elec-
tronic transformation agenda.

She said paper-based applica-
tions have been converted into 
electronic forms, simplifying 
procedures, reducing adminis-
trative steps, and improving ef-
ficiency, transparency, and user 
experience.

Al Salman added that the de-
velopment is part of a broader 
plan to enhance the ministry’s 
digital services and strengthen 
Bahrain’s e-government ecosys-
tem, with benefits expected for 
citizens, investors, and public 
sector entities.

“Our goal is to 
ensure that citizens, 

investors, and all 
service beneficiaries 

experience faster, 
more transparent, 
and higher-quality 

government services.” 
- ENGINEER HUDA MIRZA AL SALMAN

More than 1,300 
government services have 

been documented and 
published, with around 

800 already re-engineered 
to improve efficiency, 

quality, and user 
experience across sectors.
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Court of Appeal sets June 15 hearing 
in forged signature case

Court to hear final arguments in fatal crash case

The First High Criminal 
Court has scheduled 
June 15 for closing argu-

ments and the submission of a 
civil claim in the case of a Bah-
raini man accused of causing the 
death of a pedestrian in a traffic 
accident.

The defendant, a man in his 
fifties, has denied charges that 
he negligently caused the death 
of an Asian pedestrian on April 

11, 2026.
Prosecutors allege that the 

accused failed to exercise due 
care and attention while driving, 
and did not take necessary safety 
precautions, resulting in a fatal 
collision. They also claim his 
driving endangered pedestrians 
in the area.

According to case documents, 
authorities received a report 
that the incident occurred in-

side a farm where the defendant 
was driving a vehicle. Investiga-
tors said the vehicle struck the 
victim, an Asian national, who 
died from injuries sustained in 
the crash.

The victim was pronounced 
dead at the scene at around 
5:30pm on April 11, 2026. The 
court is expected to hear final 
submissions later this month.

KNOW

BETTER

The case began 
when the MP dis-
covered a cancel-
lation form bear-
ing a signature 

falsely attributed 
to him. Investi-

gators found that 
the document was 
sent through the 
MP’s office email 
account while it 

was in the defend-
ant’s possession.

Shura Committees Examine Child, 
Sport and Rights Laws

Three Shura Council com-
mittees held fourteen 
meetings during the fourth 

ordinary session of the sixth legisla-
tive term, with members studying 
a decree-law, a draft law and two 
proposed laws.

The work was carried out by the 
Women and Child Affairs Commit-
tee, the Youth Affairs Committee 
and the Human Rights Committee, 
whose remit also included visits, 
meetings with public bodies and 
other groups, talks with guests and 
experts, and attendance at relevant 
forums.

The Women and Child Affairs 
Committee, chaired by Ejlal Bub-
shait, held five meetings, completed 
two reports and provided one spe-
cialist view to the Services Com-
mittee on a proposed law amending 
parts of Decree-Law No. 7 of 1989 
on the practice of human medicine 
and dentistry.

It also studied a draft law amend-
ing parts of the Child Law, issued un-
der Law No. 37 of 2012, drawn from 
an amended proposal submitted by 
the Shura Council.

The same committee discussed 
another proposed amendment to 
the Child Law, brought by Dr Jehad 
Al Fadhel, Jamal Fakhro, Dalal Al 
Zayed and Dr Ali Al Rumaihi.

The Youth Affairs Committee, 
chaired by Redha Ebrahim Mon-
faradi, met three times and studied 
Decree-Law No. 40 of 2025, which 
amends parts of Law No. 8 of 2021 
on sports professionalism.

It also received Brazilian MP Edu-
ardo Nantes Bolsonaro for talks on 
shared parliamentary interests, in-
cluding youth and sport, renewa-
ble energy, food security and public 
services.

The committee visited Rashid 
Equestrian and Horseracing Club 
during the eleventh race of the 
2025–2026 horse racing season.

The Human Rights Committee, 
chaired by Dr Mohammed Al Khu-
zaei, held six meetings and conduct-
ed three visits and meetings during 
the same session.

Its work focused on rights aware-
ness and ties with groups working 
in the field. The committee held an 
extended discussion titled ‘Human 
Rights Under Bahraini Legislation’ 
to mark the 25th anniversary of the 
National Action Charter.

It also met the head of the secre-
tariat of the Sub-Committee on Ac-
creditation at the Global Alliance of 
National Human Rights Institutions.

The committee took part in an 
event held by the Bahrain Human 
Rights Watch Society to mark Hu-
man Rights Day, and attended a Na-
tional Institution for Human Rights 
conference on ‘Protecting Children 
in Cyberspace and Preventive Meas-
ures’.

H.E. Redha Ebrahim Monfaradi
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US$93 Million Net Income and Total Assets Exceeding US$31 Billion in the First Quarter of 2026

Al Baraka Group B.S.C 
(C) (“Group”) com-
menced 2026 with 

solid financial and operational 
performance, reaffirming its 
continued ability to deliver 
sustainable growth and build-
ing on the strong momentum 
achieved during 2025, despite 
an increasingly challenging and 
volatile global economic envi-
ronment.

The Group reported a notable 
growth in net income attrib-
utable to the shareholders of 
the parent company, which in-
creased by 12% to reach US$52 
million in the first quarter of 
2026, compared to US$46 mil-
lion in the corresponding peri-
od of 2025. Basic earnings per 
share stood at US cents 4.31 in 
Q1 2026, compared to US cents 
3.84 in the same period last 
year.

This distinguished perfor-
mance reflects the Group’s 
strong ability to maximize re-
turns from its core businesses 
while enhancing the quality 
and sustainability of revenues 

across its various business seg-
ments.

Total comprehensive income 
attributable to the shareholders 
of the parent company reached 
US$69 million in the first quar-
ter of 2026, compared to US$34 
million in the corresponding 
period of the previous year, 
representing a sharp increase 
of 102%, despite fluctuations 
in foreign currency translation 
reserves. This increase was pri-
marily driven by the net gain 
arising from hyperinflation 
re-measurement during the 
period.

Meanwhile, total net income 
increased by 2% to US$93 mil-
lion in the first quarter of 2026, 
compared to US$91 million in 
the corresponding quarter of 
2025, supported by the disci-
plined expansion of financing 
and investment portfolios, as 
well as improved operating 
margins, despite inflationary 
pressures and the continued 
rise in global funding costs.

As to the financial position, 
the Group continued to main-
tain a robust capital base, with 
total equity attributable to the 

shareholders of the parent and 
Sukuk holders reaching US$1.42 
billion at the end of March 
2026, compared to US$1.37 bil-
lion at the end of December 
2025, reflecting a 3% rise. Total 
equity stood at US$2.27 billion, 
compared to US$2.19 billion at 
year-end 2025, representing a 
4% growth, mainly driven by 
the recognition of the hyperin-
flation fair value reserve.

The Group also continued 
to expand its business foot-
print, with total assets rising 
to US$31.37 billion at the end 
of March 2026, compared to 

US$31.01 billion at the end of 
2025, recording a growth of 1%, 
supported by higher financing 
volumes and stronger presence 
in key markets, particularly in 
Turkey and Jordan.

This resilient performance 
underscores the success of the 
Group’s strategy in maintaining 
a balanced approach between 
disciplined growth and finan-
cial prudence, while effective-
ly capitalizing on high-quality 
opportunities across its mar-
kets and maintaining advanced 
standards of risk management 
and compliance.

Commenting on these re-
sults, Shaikh Abdullah Saleh 
Kamel, Chairman of Al Baraka 
Group, stated:

“The first quarter 2026 re-
sults reflect the strength of 
Al Baraka Group’s strategic 
direction and its ability to 
achieve balanced and sustain-
able growth under varying 
economic conditions. During 
the quarter, we continued to 
strengthen our position in key 
markets, leveraging our diversi-
fied business model and broad 
geographic presence, which 
enabled us to transform chal-
lenges into tangible growth op-
portunities.

We view these results as part 
of a long-term journey focused 
on maximizing value for our 
shareholders, enhancing oper-
ational efficiency, expanding 
our customer base, and main-
taining our firm commitment 
to governance, sustainability, 
and serving the communities 
in which we operate.”

For his part, Mr. Houssem 
Ben Haj Amor, Board Member 
and Group Chief Executive Of-
ficer, commented:

“The strong performance 
achieved during the first quar-
ter of 2026 reaffirms the resil-
ience of the Group’s operational 
fundamentals and the success 
of our strategy of diversifying 
income streams and enhancing 
returns from core activities. 
Our banking units continued 
to deliver steady growth, sup-
ported by increasing demand 
for financing and investment 
products, in addition to the sig-
nificant progress achieved in 
cross-border banking services.

Our strategic initiatives, most 
notably the Trade Finance Plat-
form and the ‘Borderless Bank-
ing’ initiatives, have further ex-
panded our business reach and 
strengthened our competitive 
position both regionally and 
internationally. Amid the on-
going uncertainty in the global 
economy, we remain focused on 
maintaining prudent risk man-
agement, accelerating digital 
transformation, and develop-
ing innovative banking solu-
tions that support sustainable 
growth and reinforce market 
confidence in the Group’s per-
formance.”
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Geographical Diversification Strengthens 
Al Baraka Group’s Performance

AFP | Dubai

Private Sector Is Bahrain’s Growth Engine, 
Says Capital Governor

Capital Governorate and BCCI pledge closer ties to drive sustainable development

Capital Governor Shai-
kh Khalid bin Hu-
mood Al Khalifa reaf-

firmed the private sector’s vital 
role in the kingdom’s develop-
ment journey, describing it as a 
“strategic partner” — not just a 
supporting player.

Speaking during a visit to 
the Bahrain Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (BCCI) on 
Monday, Shaikh Khalid said 
the private sector remains a 
cornerstone of Bahrain’s com-
prehensive development under 
the leadership of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khali-

fa, and it continues to receive 
direct backing from His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister.

The governor was welcomed 
at the chamber’s headquarters 
by newly elected BCCI Chair-
man Nabeel Khalid Kanoo and 
board members. Shaikh Khalid 
congratulated the new board 
and praised the chamber’s 
efforts in boosting Bahrain’s 
business environment and rais-
ing private sector competitive-
ness.

Talks covered ways to deep-
en cooperation between the 
Capita l  Governorate  and 

BCCI on development and com-
munity initiatives, focusing on 
improving the quality of life for 
Bahraini citizens.

Mr. Kanoo welcomed the 
visit as proof of the governo-
rate’s genuine commitment to 
open communication with the 
business community, stressing 
the need for continued coor-
dination to navigate regional 
economic shifts.

National institutions 
must work 

together to launch 
innovative initiatives 

that support 
SMEs, empower 

entrepreneurs, and 
bring youth into 

development.
SHAIKH KHALID BIN HUMOOD AL KHALI-

FA, CAPITAL GOVERNOR
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Private Sector Commits to Bahrain 
Growth

BCCI Chairman Nabeel 
Khalid Kanoo has re-
affirmed the private 

sector’s loyalty and support 
for His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa, praising 
the Kingdom’s economic and 
development achievements in 
recent years.

Mr Kanoo said Bahrain 
had strengthened its region-
al and international standing 
through a series of economic 
gains and national develop-
ment initiatives.

He attributed the progress 

to the “wise vision” of HM the 
King Hamad, as well as the 
continued support and fol-
low-up of His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister.

Mr Kanoo added that Bah-
rain’s private sector would 
continue to play a key role as 
a partner in supporting the 
country’s development plans 
and achieving national goals.

He said the business com-
munity remained committed 
to contributing to Bahrain’s 
economic growth and future 
prosperity.
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Dubai firms expand African partnerships

Du b a i  C h a m b e r  o f 
Commerce has con-
cluded a  series  of 

trade missions across Afri-
ca, facilitating 1,460 bilateral 
business meetings in Ghana, 
Ethiopia, and South Africa to 
help Dubai-based companies 
expand into African markets. 
The initiative brought togeth-
er 45 Dubai firms from various 

sectors with potential business 
partners across the continent. A 
total of 276 meetings were held 
in Ghana, 510 in Ethiopia, and 
674 in South Africa, focusing on 
strengthening trade, investment, 
and cross-border partnerships. 
Business forums held along-
side the meetings attracted 
1,721 participants, including 
government officials, business 
leaders, and company repre-
sentatives. The events high-

lighted emerging opportuni-
ties and encouraged stronger 
private-sector collaboration. 
According to Dubai Chamber of 
Commerce President and CEO 
H.E. Mohammad Ali Rashed 
Lootah, Africa remains one of the 
world’s most dynamic economic 
regions, and the missions are cre-
ating direct links between Dubai 
businesses and African markets. 
Dubai’s non-oil trade with Africa 
surpassed US$145.9 billion in 

2025, reflecting a 51% increase 
compared to the previous year. 
Between 2016 and 2025, total 
non-oil trade reached approx-
imately US$657 billion, mark-
ing growth of around 325%. 
The chamber also reported that 
more than 30,409 African com-
panies were active members 
in 2025, while its seven offices 
across Africa continue support-
ing trade and investment oppor-
tunities.
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Customs Fines Added for Seal Removal

New rules on customs clear-
ance, duty refunds and trav-
eller exemptions have been 

issued in Bahrain. Fines also cover 
cutting lead seals, removing customs 
seals, locks or ties, and removing covers 
from goods.

The changes were issued by Interior 
Minister Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah 
Al Khalifa under Decision No. 63 of 
2026, amending the executive regula-
tions of the GCC Unified Customs Law. 
They take effect the day after publica-
tion in the Official Gazette.

Customs may now accept electronic 
papers for clearance if the owner of 
the goods or an authorised represent-
ative sends them. The sender must be 
approved by Customs, and the papers 
may be checked, certified, electronical-
ly signed or matched against originals.

The decision also allows heavy ma-
chinery and equipment not available 
in local markets to enter temporarily 
for projects or for practical and scien-
tific tests linked to them. The period 
is capped at three years, with room for 
extension by the director-general or his 
authorised representative.

Foreign goods re-exported outside 
the GCC may have customs duties re-

funded in full or 
in part. The goods 
must be from one 
consignment, worth 
at least BD2,000, un-
used locally, and in 
the same state in 
which they entered.

Re-export must 
take place within 
one year of the first 
duty payment. Re-
fund claims must 
be filed within six 
months of re-ex-
port, and will cover 
only duties already 
paid.

Travellers will be allowed duty-free 
personal luggage and gifts worth up 
to BD300, provided the items are per-
sonal and not in commercial amounts. 
The traveller must not be a frequent 
customs user or a trader in the goods 
carried. The cigarette limit is 200.

Personal postal parcels and con-
signments will be exempt if they are 
non-commercial and worth no more 
than BD100. The exemption does not 
cover banned, counterfeit or fraudu-
lent goods, restricted items without 
permits, tobacco and its products, or 
goods breaching approved standards 

or intellectual property rights.
Charity supplies may also be exempt 

from customs duties if the charity is 
registered and works in humanitarian, 
social, cultural, scientific, religious or 
other charitable fields without seeking 
profit. Associations with a political aim 
will not benefit.

Charities may not sell or use exempt-
ed goods for any purpose other than 
the one for which the exemption was 
granted unless Customs gives approval 
after inspection.

Relief goods are also covered, provid-
ed the relevant government body writes 
to Customs. The goods must fit relief 

work and match the actual need. They 
may not be sold after duty-free clear-
ance without Customs approval.

The decision adds a customs 
breach for using exempted goods, 
or goods admitted under a lower 
tariff, for a purpose other than the 
one for which they were imported. 
Replacing, selling or disposing of 
such goods without Customs ap-
proval and without paying duties is 
also covered.

Customs breaches under the 
amended regulation carry fines from 
BD50 to BD1,000, or the same value 
in another GCC currency.

The decision also creates rules for 
temporary exports, covering heavy 
machinery, goods sent abroad to 
complete manufacturing, equip-
ment sent for repair, goods for ex-
hibitions and theatres, containers 
for filling, animals for grazing and 
commercial samples.

Temporary export is generally 
capped at 365 days, with some cases 
allowed extensions up to five years 
with Customs approval. Animals 
sent for grazing and other approved 
cases are capped at 180 days.

Temporary export ends when 
the goods return to GCC states, are 
turned into final exports, or when 

the approved period ends. Customs 
approval must be obtained before the 
goods are sent out.

Updated GCC customs law brings fines and new exemptions framework

TDT | Manama 

Yusuf bin Ahmed Kanoo Group Signs Pledge of Allegiance to His Majesty the King

In line with i ts  com-
mitment to the values 
of loyalty and national 

belonging, Yusuf bin Ahmed 
Kanoo Group, one of the larg-
est independent family-owned 
multinational businesses in 
the Middle East and a Bah-
raini institution with a leg-
acy spanning more than 135 
years, participated in signing 
the Pledge of Allegiance to His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa, King of the Kingdom 
of Bahrain. 

The pledge was signed by 
members of the Board of Di-
rectors and Executive Man-

agement of Yusuf bin Ahmed 
Kanoo Group, reflecting the 
collective commitment of 
the Group’s leadership to the 
Kingdom and its future aspi-

rations.
Commenting on the occa-

sion, Mr. Fawzi Ahmed Kanoo, 
Chairman of Yusuf bin Ahmed 
Kanoo Group, stated: “The 

Pledge of Allegiance embodies 
the values of loyalty, belong-
ing, and unity that have long 
been at the heart of Bahrain’s 
success. We are honoured to 

reaffirm our support for His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa and the Kingdom’s 
leadership, and we remain 
committed to contributing to 
Bahrain’s ongoing growth and 
development.”

Dr. Faisal Khalid Kanoo, 
Deputy Chairman of Yusuf 
bin Ahmed Kanoo Group, said: 
“This occasion reflects our 
deep appreciation for the re-
markable progress achieved by 
the Kingdom under the leader-
ship of His Majesty the King. 
We take pride in being part of 
Bahrain’s journey and in sup-
porting initiatives that contrib-
ute to the nation’s continued 
advancement and prosperity.”

The signing of the pledge 
underscores the strong bond 
between Bahrain’s institutions 
and its leadership, while re-
flecting the dedication of Yusuf 
bin Ahmed Kanoo Group’s 
Board of Directors and Exec-
utive Management to support-
ing the Kingdom’s future.

This initiative further reaf-
firms Yusuf bin Ahmed Kanoo 
Group’s commitment to con-
tributing to the Kingdom’s as-
pirations under the leadership 
of His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa, and with the 
support and guidance of His 
Royal Highness Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister.

• Fines now apply for tamper-
ing with customs seals and 
security.

• Customs may accept elec-
tronic documents for clear-
ance if approved.

• Duty refunds are allowed on 
eligible re-exported goods 
under strict rules.

• Travellers can bring BD300 
worth of goods duty-free 
(200 cigarettes limit).

• Small parcels up to BD100 
are exempt if non-commer-
cial.

• Misuse of exempt goods 
can lead to fines of BD50–
BD1,000.

• Updated rules also cover the 
temporary import/export of 
machinery and goods.

Customs Rules Update

So why aren’t oil markets in 
panic mode?

The world is living through 
one of its biggest oil supply 
shocks in decades — and yet, 
the market is barely flinching. 
Since March 4, 2026, Iranian 
forces have declared the Strait 
of Hormuz “closed,” threaten-
ing and carrying out attacks 
on ships attempting to pass 
through the waterway. Yet 
Brent crude, while elevated, 
remains within the range of the 
past two decades. 

The Strait of Hormuz is the 
world’s most critical oil choke-
point, handling roughly 20% 
of global oil consumption — 
around 18 to 21 million barrels 
per day. A prolonged disruption 
here doesn’t just rattle markets 
— it reshapes them. 

The Trump Factor

Despite the crisis, oil prices 

have stayed surprisingly an-
chored. U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s repeated claims that 

a deal with Iran is “imminent” 
have helped dampen panic. 
Markets are pricing in hope 
— not reality. There is little ev-
idence Washington and Teh-
ran are genuinely close to any 
agreement, as strikes continue 
across the region.

What Could Happen Next? 

Analysts estimate any seri-
ous Iranian move to close the 
Strait could send prices to $100 
per barrel. ING goes further, 
warning of $140 in an extreme 
scenario of significant and ex-
tended supply disruption

TDT | Manama 

AFP 

5G-Advanced Powers Bahrain Vision Oil at $98 — and the world is strangely calm
Meeting explores next-generation network technologies The Strait of Hormuz has been effectively closed 

for three months.

Senior officials in Bahrain 
held discussions with 
Chinese technology firm 

Huawei to explore new coop-
eration opportunities in digital 
infrastructure and advanced tel-
ecommunications technologies.

Ministry of Transportation and 
Telecommunications Assistant 
Undersecretary for Telecommu-
nications, Shaikh Ahmed bin Isa 
bin Duaij Al Khalifa, met David 
Dai, Huawei’s Vice President for 
ICT Solutions and Services in the 
Gulf region, along with Wu Zi, 
the company’s Director of Gov-

ernment Relations and Public 
Affairs.

The meeting focused on 
strengthening collaboration in 
areas supporting Bahrain’s on-
going digital transformation, par-
ticularly in developing next-gen-
eration telecommunications 
systems.

Officials placed special em-
phasis on 5G-Advanced tech-
nology and its expected role in 
improving network performance, 
increasing capacity, and enhanc-
ing the country’s wider digital 
infrastructure.

Shaikh Ahmed bin Isa under-
lined the importance of part-

nerships with global technol-
ogy leaders in helping Bahrain 
achieve its ambition of becoming 
a regional hub for digital connec-
tivity and innovation.

The discussions also reviewed 
progress under Bahrain’s Sixth 
National Telecommunications 
Plan, while both sides exchanged 
views on future sector priorities, 
including infrastructure expan-
sion and technological advance-
ment.

The meeting comes as Bahrain 
continues to invest in strengthen-
ing its telecommunications sector 
to support economic diversifica-
tion and digital growth.

 ICE Brent could trade 
into the region of 

$80–90 immediately, 
with risks towards 

$100 and ultimately 
$140 in a worst-case 

scenario.
ING ANALYSTS 
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Roman Emperor Nero commits sui-
cide, imploring his secretary Epaph-
roditus to slit his throat to evade a 
Senate-imposed death by flogging

Odo of Aquitaine defeats a 
Umayyad Muslim army at the 

Battle of Toulouse, halting Arab 
expansion in Western Europe

Book of Common Prayer is adopted by 
the Church of England

Congress of Vienna 
ends after reshaping 

the political map of 
Europe

TOP 

4
TWEETS

03

01

I am in #Uganda, where 
the government has 

mounted a prompt and 
capable response to the 
outbreak of #Ebola. 
Screening at the bor-
ders helped detect cas-
es arriving from neigh-
bouring #DRC, and the 
country’s surveillance, 
testing and case manage-
ment systems are doing 
steady work. Of the 19 
confirmed cases so far, 
14 were among people 
who entered from DRC 
and five are Ugandan na-
tionals. Sadly, two people 
from DRC have died, and 
our thoughts are with 
their families. @WHO

 is supporting Uganda, 
alongside @AfricaCDC

 and partners across the 
region, as the country 

leads this response. With 
continued collaboration, 
I am confident this out-
break can be brought 
under control.

@DrTedros

Saddened by the loss 
of lives and destruc-

tion caused by today’s 
earthquake in Mindanao, 
Philippines. My heart-
felt condolences to the 
bereaved families and 
prayers for the speedy 
recovery of those injured. 
India stands in solidarity 
with the people and the 
Government of the Phil-
ippines.

@narendramodi

The ocean reminds 
us we are bound 

together. It shapes our 
climate, sustains ecosys-
tems & economies, and 
feeds billions. On World 
Ocean Day, let’s act with 
ambition & resolve to 
build a new relationship 
with the ocean – ground-
ed in science & build on 
shared responsibility.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Grant UN access 
‘without delay’

US demands Iran give UN nuclear watchdog access

• The draft resolution is 
expected to be submitted 
for a vote this week.

• To be passed, 
the draft resolution 
needs to be submitted 
and approved by the 
35-member IAEA 
board of governors.

• The IAEA has not 
had access to some key 
nuclear facilities in Iran.

AFP | Vienna, Austria

The United States is de-
manding Iran provide 
"precise" information on 

its enriched uranium stockpile 
and give the UN nuclear agency 
access "without delay", accord-
ing to a draft resolution seen by 
AFP yesterday. 

The draft resolution is expect-
ed to be submitted for a vote this 
week to the board of governors 
of the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) that started 
meeting on Monday.

Last week, the IAEA in a confi-
dential report reiterated that the 
lack of access to nuclear sites in 
Iran constituted a "proliferation 
concern".

The draft resolution affirms 
that it is "essential and urgent" 
that Iran "without delay" pro-

vides the agency with "precise 
information on nuclear material 
accountancy and safeguarded 

nuclear facilities in Iran".
Tehran must also "grant the 

agency all access it requires to 

verify this information", it adds.
To be passed, the draft res-

olution needs to be submitted 
and approved by the 35-member 
IAEA board of governors.

In a press conference after 
opening the board of governors' 
meeting, IAEA head Rafael Gros-
si said he had "sporadic contacts 
with the foreign minister (of 
Iran) and others, but basically 
the channel of communication 
is broken". "Of course, when you 
have active shelling or bombing, 
inspections are not possible, but 
there are many things that can be 
done. And the important thing is 
this dialogue," he said.

The IAEA has not had access 
to some key nuclear facilities in 
Iran since Israel, joined by the 
United States, launched a 12-
day conflict in June 2025 that 
included strikes on nuclear sites.

Trump: Stop 
’shooting’

Trump earlier yesterday told both Iran and key ally Israel 

• No casualties have 
been reported in either 
Israel or Iran after 
the exchange of fire.

AFP | Tehran, Iran

US President  Donald 
Trump earlier yesterday  
told both Iran and key 

ally Israel to stop fighting, fol-
lowing which Iran said it was 
ending its latest military opera-
tion against Israel after the first 
exchanges of fire, 

Iran fired dozens of missiles 
at Israel overnight and Israel 
responded by targeting military 
sites in the Islamic republic, 
sparking fears the escalation 
could usher in a new full-
scale conflict after the April 8  
truce.

"Israel and Iran must imme-
diately stop 'shooting.' Presi-
dent DONALD J. TRUMP," the US 
leader wrote on his Truth Social 
network.

Minutes later, he added in a 
new post that "final negotia-
tions" towards peace were pro-
ceeding "subject to ignorance 
or stupidity getting in its way."

Iran's military command then 
said it was halting the operation 
against Israel after delivering a 
"painful response".

Shortly after, Israel's army 
intercepted three projectiles 

fired from Lebanon, accord-
ing to an AFP journalist near 
their shared border, with the 
military confirming the mu-
nitions had targeted its forc-
es operating in Lebanon's  
south.

"Some of the projectiles were 
intercepted prior to crossing 
into Israeli territory, and an 
additional projectile fell near 
IDF soldiers. No injuries were 
reported," the military said.

‘Prepared for long-term war'

No casualties have been re-
ported in either Israel or Iran 
after the exchange of fire.

The Israeli military said it 
struck and dismantled Irani-
an defence systems deployed 
across several areas in the coun-
try. Iran fired nearly 30 missiles 
towards Israel since Sunday 
night, an Israeli military offi-
cial said.

Iraq reopens airspace 
AFP | Baghdad, Iraq

Iraq reopened its airspace on 
Monday, the country’s civil 

aviation body said, following 
Iran’s announcement that it 
was halting its military opera-
tion against Israel.

The Civil Aviation Author-
ity was reopening “Iraqi air-
space to flights to and from 

all airports” and will continue 
to “monitor and assess the re-
gional situation”, it said in a 
statement.

It had announced a 72-hour 
closure of its airspace on Sun-
day evening after Iranian mis-
sile strikes on Israel, the first 
since a ceasefire in the Middle 
East war began on April 8.

Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian yesterday said Tehran 
remained at the negotiating table 
after halting attacks on Israel fol-
lowing the first exchange of fire 

since the April truce.

EU sanctions Iran Guards 
over closure of Hormuz
AFP | Brussels, Belgium

The EU yesterday imposed 
sanctions on the spokes-

man for the naval arm of Iran's 
Revolutionary Guards and a re-
gional command over the clo-
sure of the Strait of Hormuz.

Europe has been left on the 
sidelines as the US war with 
Iran has shuttered the key 
waterway and roiled global 
markets.

The 27-nation bloc said it 
was blacklisting Mohammad 
Akbarzadeh, spokesperson for 
the Guards' naval wing, and 

the organisation's Hormozgan 
Provincial Command.

It also said it was placing Ha-
mid Hosseini, a representative 
of Iran's oil exporters union, 
under an asset freeze and visa 
ban.

European nations, spear-
headed by France and Britain, 
are working on plans to send a 
naval mission to Hormuz once 
the fighting stops.

EU top diplomat Kaja Kallas 
has said the bloc's naval mis-
sion, currently in the Red Sea, 
could take part in the oper-
ation.

Israel military says Iran fired 
nearly 30 missiles since Sunday
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

An Israeli military official 
said Iran fired nearly 30 

missiles towards Israel since 
Sunday night, in the first ex-
change of fire between the 
two countries since a truce 
in April.

"Last night the Iranian 
regime began firing ballis-
tic missiles towards Israel... 
they fired close to 30 ballistic 
missiles towards Israel," the 
official told journalists on 
Monday, adding that Yem-
en's Houthi rebels separate-
ly fired two missiles at the 
country.

Israel's military said earli-
er Monday it had struck sev-
eral targets at a petrochem-
ical complex in Mahshahr 
in southwestern Iran in re-
taliation.

"In this complex, chemical 
materials are produced and 
used for ballistic missiles 
that are fired towards here, 
towards the state of Israel," 
the official said.

"The strikes and the dam-
age to the complex disrupts 
their ability to manufacture 

various types of weapons."
The Israeli military said 

it also struck Iranian air de-
fence systems.

The official said the Israe-
li military chief Lieutenant 
General Eyal Zamir had spo-
ken twice to the head of US 
Central Command (CENT-
COM) over the past day.

"Over the past day, the IDF 
chief of the general staff has 
spoken twice to the com-
mander of CENTCOM and 
they are discussing the situ-
ation," the official said, with-
out elaborating.

In a separate televised 
statement, military spokes-
man Brigadier General Ef-
fie Defrin said that Zamir 
is "conducting continuous 
operational assessments and 
remains in close contact" 
with his counterpart in the 
United States.

Air raid sirens sounded 
across large areas of north-
ern and central Israel, with 
explosions heard over Jeru-
salem earlier on Monday, AFP 
journalists reported.

China says hopes Israel, Iran 
maintain ceasefire
AFP | Beijing, China

China said it was “deeply 
concerned” Monday by 

fresh attacks between Isra-
el and Iran, expressing hope 
that a fragile truce in the 
Middle East war would be 

respected.
“Resuming hostilities is 

not in any party’s interest,” 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Lin Jian told a news briefing, 
adding: “It is hoped all rele-
vant parties will fulfil their 
commitment to a ceasefire.”

Middle East ‘does not need an 
escalation’: EU top diplomat 
AFP | Nicosia, Cyprus

EU top diplomat Kaja Kallas 
urged calm yesterday after 

Iran and Israel traded strikes, 
testing a fragile truce and 
threatening hopes for a deal 
to end the Middle East war.

“Overnight, we have seen 
escalation again. I think the 
region does not need an es-
calation, but actually that 
parties sit down to a negoti-
ation table and agree,” Kallas  
said.

Israel military says struck Iran petrochemical 
complex in Mahshahr
Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel’s military said Monday 
it had struck several targets 

at a petrochemical complex 
in Mahshahr in southwestern 

Iran.
“A short while ago, the Israeli 

Air Force struck several targets 
at the petrochemical complex 
in Mahshahr, in southwestern 
Iran,” the military said.

China’s Xi in North Korea for rare visit
AFP | Pyongyang, North Korea

China’s President Xi Jinping 
made a rare visit to North 

Korea yesterday, where he pro-
claimed a willingness to bring 
ties to “new heights” during a 
meeting with Kim Jong Un.

Xi’s trip to Pyongyang is his 
first since 2019 and comes after 
he hosted a series of world lead-
ers, including US President Don-
ald Trump and Russian leader 
Vladimir Putin, in Beijing.

Xi and his wife Peng Liyu-
an were warmly greeted at the 
airport by Kim in a lavish wel-
come ceremony complete with 
a red-carpet military salute and 
cheering crowds, according to 
Chinese state media.

Some streets in the capital also 
displayed North Korean and Chi-
nese flags side by side.

Xi told Kim during talks on 
Monday that he was willing to 
work together to bring their 
countries’ relations to “new 
heights”, state news agency Xin-
hua reported.

The two sides should strength-
en exchanges “in diplomacy, law 

enforcement, and the military”, 
Xi said.

“No matter how the interna-
tional situation changes... the 
traditional friendship between 
China and the DPRK will not 

change.”
Xi’s trip comes just weeks after 

he held talks with Trump, during 
which the White House said the 
leaders “confirmed their shared 
goal to denuclearise North Ko-

rea”.
Residents living close to the 

North Korean border expressed 
hope for greater openness from 
Pyongyang.

This picture shows a giant screen displayed outside a shopping mall in Beijing on June 8, 2026, showing a news program 
about the meeting between China’s President Xi Jinping and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un held in North Korea.

UK govt warns big tech over 
nude images sent by children
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Tech giants must stop chil-
dren in Britain from being 

able to send and receive nude 
images on their devices, or be 
forced to do so by law, the gov-
ernment said yesterday. 

Britain’s interior ministry 
said it was giving companies 
including Apple and Google 
three months to introduce 
safety features to block chil-
dren from taking and accessing 
naked photos on phones and 
tablets.

If they do not, the govern-
ment will introduce legislation 
to “force them to activate the 
technology”, the Home Office 
said in a statement.

“This is not an impossible 
challenge,” Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer told delegates at 
the London Tech Week con-
ference.

“These are some of the most 
innovative companies in the 
world and I believe they can 
solve it, but if they choose not 
to, then we will act and we will 
change the law, because when 
it comes to the safety of our 
children, standing by is not an 
option,” he added.

The Labour government 
said  technology compa-
nies had a “moral responsi-
bility” to “protect children 
from coercion, abuse and  
sextortion”.

Two men examine a fallen rocket half-buried in the ground on the outskirts of Jericho

Rosette Tannous, wife of Lebanese army captain Elie Khoury who was killed 
by Israeli bombardment, salutes as mourners carry her husband’s coffin past 
during the funeral in his home village of Kfar Jarra near Jezzine in southern 
Lebanon

India says sailors rescued off 
tanker ablaze off Oman
AFP | Mumbai, India

Omani authorities airlift-
ed 24 Indian sailors off a 

tanker on fire off the coast of 
Oman yesterday, New Delhi 
officials said, without saying 
what caused the blaze.

“We are thankful to the 
Omani authorities for their 
swift response and rescue of 
all the 24 crew members of 
Indian nationality, onboard 
MT Marivex, and ensuring 
their safety,” the Indian em-
bassy in Oman said in a state-
ment on social media.

India’s Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways 
said a fire was reported at 
around 1:30 pm (0800 GMT) 
on the MT Marivex, a Pa-
lau-flagged tanker.

“There has been a fire 
reported on a vessel, MT 
Marivex, on which there 
were 24 Indian seafarers... 
all Indian seafarers are safe,” 
ministry director Opesh Ku-
mar Sharma told reporters.

Images posted on so-

cial media by the Forward 
Seamen’s Union of India 
showed crew members be-
ing winched from the vessel 
by helicopter as thick black 
smoke billowed from its 
bridge and accommodation 
cabins. The tanker’s position 
was shown by ship-tracking 
service MarineTraffic as be-
ing off the coast of Oman, 
south of the capital Muscat.

Israel vows to press military 
campaign in Lebanon
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz vowed yesterday 

to press on with Israel's mil-
itary campaign in Lebanon, 
despite a warning from Iran 
that any such action would 
prompt the Islamic republic 
to take "severe" measures in 
response.

"The IDF will continue to 
operate in Lebanon against 

the terrorist organisation 
Hezbollah," Katz said in a 
statement, adding that Israel 
would strike Beirut's southern 
suburbs, known as the Da-
hiyeh district, in retaliation 
for every attack on northern 
Israel. "We categorically re-
ject Iran’s threats. Any Iranian 
attempt to link Lebanon and 
Iran and attack Israel will be 
met with great force, as hap-
pened yesterday," Katz said.

Trump calls Netanyahu after Israel-
Iran clashes: White House
Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
called Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu yester-

day, a White House official 
told AFP, after the first ex-
changes of fire between Is-
rael and Iran since an April  
ceasefire.

Netanyahu says told Trump Israel has 
right to self-defence 
Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel i  Pr ime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said 

Monday he told US President 
Donald Trump that Israel re-
served the right to defend it-
self against Iran at any time, 
despite Trump’s public objec-
tions.

“Israel has a full right to 
self-defence, and we are ex-
ercising it as required. I say 
this to you, just as I say it 
with appreciation and re-
spect in my good conversa-
tions with my friend President  
T r u m p , ”  N e t a n y a -
h u  s a i d  i n  a  t e l e v i s e d  
statement.

Poland seizes major heroin 
shipment from Iran
AFP | Warsaw, Poland

Polish authorities said yes-
terday they had seized over 

a tonne of heroin from Iran, 
hidden in a shipment of deco-

rative bricks, at the Baltic port 
of Gdynia."This is the largest 
operation of its kind in over 
a decade," Interior Minister 
Marcin Kierwinski said at a 
press conference.

The Strait of Hormuz has long 
been a flashpoint for maritime 

security. During the “Tanker 
War” phase of the 1980s Iran-
Iraq conflict, more than 400 

commercial ships were attacked, 
including nearly 240 oil tankers, 

making it one of the largest 
assaults on merchant shipping 

since World War II.

KNOW WHAT

Prior to US strikes in June 2025, the 
IAEA calculated that Iran possessed 

approximately 440 kilogrammes 
(970 pounds) of uranium enriched 

to 60 percent. This is close to the 90 
percent needed to make a bomb and 
well above the 3.67-percent limit set 

by a now-defunct 2015 agreement 
with Iran. The fate of this stockpile is 

uncertain.

KNOW WHAT
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I am in #Uganda, where 
the government has 

mounted a prompt and 
capable response to the 
outbreak of #Ebola. 
Screening at the bor-
ders helped detect cas-
es arriving from neigh-
bouring #DRC, and the 
country’s surveillance, 
testing and case manage-
ment systems are doing 
steady work. Of the 19 
confirmed cases so far, 
14 were among people 
who entered from DRC 
and five are Ugandan na-
tionals. Sadly, two people 
from DRC have died, and 
our thoughts are with 
their families. @WHO

 is supporting Uganda, 
alongside @AfricaCDC

 and partners across the 
region, as the country 

leads this response. With 
continued collaboration, 
I am confident this out-
break can be brought 
under control.

@DrTedros

Saddened by the loss 
of lives and destruc-

tion caused by today’s 
earthquake in Mindanao, 
Philippines. My heart-
felt condolences to the 
bereaved families and 
prayers for the speedy 
recovery of those injured. 
India stands in solidarity 
with the people and the 
Government of the Phil-
ippines.

@narendramodi

The ocean reminds 
us we are bound 

together. It shapes our 
climate, sustains ecosys-
tems & economies, and 
feeds billions. On World 
Ocean Day, let’s act with 
ambition & resolve to 
build a new relationship 
with the ocean – ground-
ed in science & build on 
shared responsibility.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Grant UN access 
‘without delay’

US demands Iran give UN nuclear watchdog access

• The draft resolution is 
expected to be submitted 
for a vote this week.

• To be passed, 
the draft resolution 
needs to be submitted 
and approved by the 
35-member IAEA 
board of governors.

• The IAEA has not 
had access to some key 
nuclear facilities in Iran.

AFP | Vienna, Austria

The United States is de-
manding Iran provide 
"precise" information on 

its enriched uranium stockpile 
and give the UN nuclear agency 
access "without delay", accord-
ing to a draft resolution seen by 
AFP yesterday. 

The draft resolution is expect-
ed to be submitted for a vote this 
week to the board of governors 
of the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) that started 
meeting on Monday.

Last week, the IAEA in a confi-
dential report reiterated that the 
lack of access to nuclear sites in 
Iran constituted a "proliferation 
concern".

The draft resolution affirms 
that it is "essential and urgent" 
that Iran "without delay" pro-

vides the agency with "precise 
information on nuclear material 
accountancy and safeguarded 

nuclear facilities in Iran".
Tehran must also "grant the 

agency all access it requires to 

verify this information", it adds.
To be passed, the draft res-

olution needs to be submitted 
and approved by the 35-member 
IAEA board of governors.

In a press conference after 
opening the board of governors' 
meeting, IAEA head Rafael Gros-
si said he had "sporadic contacts 
with the foreign minister (of 
Iran) and others, but basically 
the channel of communication 
is broken". "Of course, when you 
have active shelling or bombing, 
inspections are not possible, but 
there are many things that can be 
done. And the important thing is 
this dialogue," he said.

The IAEA has not had access 
to some key nuclear facilities in 
Iran since Israel, joined by the 
United States, launched a 12-
day conflict in June 2025 that 
included strikes on nuclear sites.

Trump: Stop 
’shooting’

Trump earlier yesterday told both Iran and key ally Israel 

• No casualties have 
been reported in either 
Israel or Iran after 
the exchange of fire.

AFP | Tehran, Iran

US President  Donald 
Trump earlier yesterday  
told both Iran and key 

ally Israel to stop fighting, fol-
lowing which Iran said it was 
ending its latest military opera-
tion against Israel after the first 
exchanges of fire, 

Iran fired dozens of missiles 
at Israel overnight and Israel 
responded by targeting military 
sites in the Islamic republic, 
sparking fears the escalation 
could usher in a new full-
scale conflict after the April 8  
truce.

"Israel and Iran must imme-
diately stop 'shooting.' Presi-
dent DONALD J. TRUMP," the US 
leader wrote on his Truth Social 
network.

Minutes later, he added in a 
new post that "final negotia-
tions" towards peace were pro-
ceeding "subject to ignorance 
or stupidity getting in its way."

Iran's military command then 
said it was halting the operation 
against Israel after delivering a 
"painful response".

Shortly after, Israel's army 
intercepted three projectiles 

fired from Lebanon, accord-
ing to an AFP journalist near 
their shared border, with the 
military confirming the mu-
nitions had targeted its forc-
es operating in Lebanon's  
south.

"Some of the projectiles were 
intercepted prior to crossing 
into Israeli territory, and an 
additional projectile fell near 
IDF soldiers. No injuries were 
reported," the military said.

‘Prepared for long-term war'

No casualties have been re-
ported in either Israel or Iran 
after the exchange of fire.

The Israeli military said it 
struck and dismantled Irani-
an defence systems deployed 
across several areas in the coun-
try. Iran fired nearly 30 missiles 
towards Israel since Sunday 
night, an Israeli military offi-
cial said.

Iraq reopens airspace 
AFP | Baghdad, Iraq

Iraq reopened its airspace on 
Monday, the country’s civil 

aviation body said, following 
Iran’s announcement that it 
was halting its military opera-
tion against Israel.

The Civil Aviation Author-
ity was reopening “Iraqi air-
space to flights to and from 

all airports” and will continue 
to “monitor and assess the re-
gional situation”, it said in a 
statement.

It had announced a 72-hour 
closure of its airspace on Sun-
day evening after Iranian mis-
sile strikes on Israel, the first 
since a ceasefire in the Middle 
East war began on April 8.

Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian yesterday said Tehran 
remained at the negotiating table 
after halting attacks on Israel fol-
lowing the first exchange of fire 

since the April truce.

EU sanctions Iran Guards 
over closure of Hormuz
AFP | Brussels, Belgium

The EU yesterday imposed 
sanctions on the spokes-

man for the naval arm of Iran's 
Revolutionary Guards and a re-
gional command over the clo-
sure of the Strait of Hormuz.

Europe has been left on the 
sidelines as the US war with 
Iran has shuttered the key 
waterway and roiled global 
markets.

The 27-nation bloc said it 
was blacklisting Mohammad 
Akbarzadeh, spokesperson for 
the Guards' naval wing, and 

the organisation's Hormozgan 
Provincial Command.

It also said it was placing Ha-
mid Hosseini, a representative 
of Iran's oil exporters union, 
under an asset freeze and visa 
ban.

European nations, spear-
headed by France and Britain, 
are working on plans to send a 
naval mission to Hormuz once 
the fighting stops.

EU top diplomat Kaja Kallas 
has said the bloc's naval mis-
sion, currently in the Red Sea, 
could take part in the oper-
ation.

Israel military says Iran fired 
nearly 30 missiles since Sunday
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

An Israeli military official 
said Iran fired nearly 30 

missiles towards Israel since 
Sunday night, in the first ex-
change of fire between the 
two countries since a truce 
in April.

"Last night the Iranian 
regime began firing ballis-
tic missiles towards Israel... 
they fired close to 30 ballistic 
missiles towards Israel," the 
official told journalists on 
Monday, adding that Yem-
en's Houthi rebels separate-
ly fired two missiles at the 
country.

Israel's military said earli-
er Monday it had struck sev-
eral targets at a petrochem-
ical complex in Mahshahr 
in southwestern Iran in re-
taliation.

"In this complex, chemical 
materials are produced and 
used for ballistic missiles 
that are fired towards here, 
towards the state of Israel," 
the official said.

"The strikes and the dam-
age to the complex disrupts 
their ability to manufacture 

various types of weapons."
The Israeli military said 

it also struck Iranian air de-
fence systems.

The official said the Israe-
li military chief Lieutenant 
General Eyal Zamir had spo-
ken twice to the head of US 
Central Command (CENT-
COM) over the past day.

"Over the past day, the IDF 
chief of the general staff has 
spoken twice to the com-
mander of CENTCOM and 
they are discussing the situ-
ation," the official said, with-
out elaborating.

In a separate televised 
statement, military spokes-
man Brigadier General Ef-
fie Defrin said that Zamir 
is "conducting continuous 
operational assessments and 
remains in close contact" 
with his counterpart in the 
United States.

Air raid sirens sounded 
across large areas of north-
ern and central Israel, with 
explosions heard over Jeru-
salem earlier on Monday, AFP 
journalists reported.

China says hopes Israel, Iran 
maintain ceasefire
AFP | Beijing, China

China said it was “deeply 
concerned” Monday by 

fresh attacks between Isra-
el and Iran, expressing hope 
that a fragile truce in the 
Middle East war would be 

respected.
“Resuming hostilities is 

not in any party’s interest,” 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Lin Jian told a news briefing, 
adding: “It is hoped all rele-
vant parties will fulfil their 
commitment to a ceasefire.”

Middle East ‘does not need an 
escalation’: EU top diplomat 
AFP | Nicosia, Cyprus

EU top diplomat Kaja Kallas 
urged calm yesterday after 

Iran and Israel traded strikes, 
testing a fragile truce and 
threatening hopes for a deal 
to end the Middle East war.

“Overnight, we have seen 
escalation again. I think the 
region does not need an es-
calation, but actually that 
parties sit down to a negoti-
ation table and agree,” Kallas  
said.

Israel military says struck Iran petrochemical 
complex in Mahshahr
Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel’s military said Monday 
it had struck several targets 

at a petrochemical complex 
in Mahshahr in southwestern 

Iran.
“A short while ago, the Israeli 

Air Force struck several targets 
at the petrochemical complex 
in Mahshahr, in southwestern 
Iran,” the military said.

China’s Xi in North Korea for rare visit
AFP | Pyongyang, North Korea

China’s President Xi Jinping 
made a rare visit to North 

Korea yesterday, where he pro-
claimed a willingness to bring 
ties to “new heights” during a 
meeting with Kim Jong Un.

Xi’s trip to Pyongyang is his 
first since 2019 and comes after 
he hosted a series of world lead-
ers, including US President Don-
ald Trump and Russian leader 
Vladimir Putin, in Beijing.

Xi and his wife Peng Liyu-
an were warmly greeted at the 
airport by Kim in a lavish wel-
come ceremony complete with 
a red-carpet military salute and 
cheering crowds, according to 
Chinese state media.

Some streets in the capital also 
displayed North Korean and Chi-
nese flags side by side.

Xi told Kim during talks on 
Monday that he was willing to 
work together to bring their 
countries’ relations to “new 
heights”, state news agency Xin-
hua reported.

The two sides should strength-
en exchanges “in diplomacy, law 

enforcement, and the military”, 
Xi said.

“No matter how the interna-
tional situation changes... the 
traditional friendship between 
China and the DPRK will not 

change.”
Xi’s trip comes just weeks after 

he held talks with Trump, during 
which the White House said the 
leaders “confirmed their shared 
goal to denuclearise North Ko-

rea”.
Residents living close to the 

North Korean border expressed 
hope for greater openness from 
Pyongyang.

This picture shows a giant screen displayed outside a shopping mall in Beijing on June 8, 2026, showing a news program 
about the meeting between China’s President Xi Jinping and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un held in North Korea.

UK govt warns big tech over 
nude images sent by children
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Tech giants must stop chil-
dren in Britain from being 

able to send and receive nude 
images on their devices, or be 
forced to do so by law, the gov-
ernment said yesterday. 

Britain’s interior ministry 
said it was giving companies 
including Apple and Google 
three months to introduce 
safety features to block chil-
dren from taking and accessing 
naked photos on phones and 
tablets.

If they do not, the govern-
ment will introduce legislation 
to “force them to activate the 
technology”, the Home Office 
said in a statement.

“This is not an impossible 
challenge,” Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer told delegates at 
the London Tech Week con-
ference.

“These are some of the most 
innovative companies in the 
world and I believe they can 
solve it, but if they choose not 
to, then we will act and we will 
change the law, because when 
it comes to the safety of our 
children, standing by is not an 
option,” he added.

The Labour government 
said  technology compa-
nies had a “moral responsi-
bility” to “protect children 
from coercion, abuse and  
sextortion”.

Two men examine a fallen rocket half-buried in the ground on the outskirts of Jericho

Rosette Tannous, wife of Lebanese army captain Elie Khoury who was killed 
by Israeli bombardment, salutes as mourners carry her husband’s coffin past 
during the funeral in his home village of Kfar Jarra near Jezzine in southern 
Lebanon

India says sailors rescued off 
tanker ablaze off Oman
AFP | Mumbai, India

Omani authorities airlift-
ed 24 Indian sailors off a 

tanker on fire off the coast of 
Oman yesterday, New Delhi 
officials said, without saying 
what caused the blaze.

“We are thankful to the 
Omani authorities for their 
swift response and rescue of 
all the 24 crew members of 
Indian nationality, onboard 
MT Marivex, and ensuring 
their safety,” the Indian em-
bassy in Oman said in a state-
ment on social media.

India’s Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways 
said a fire was reported at 
around 1:30 pm (0800 GMT) 
on the MT Marivex, a Pa-
lau-flagged tanker.

“There has been a fire 
reported on a vessel, MT 
Marivex, on which there 
were 24 Indian seafarers... 
all Indian seafarers are safe,” 
ministry director Opesh Ku-
mar Sharma told reporters.

Images posted on so-

cial media by the Forward 
Seamen’s Union of India 
showed crew members be-
ing winched from the vessel 
by helicopter as thick black 
smoke billowed from its 
bridge and accommodation 
cabins. The tanker’s position 
was shown by ship-tracking 
service MarineTraffic as be-
ing off the coast of Oman, 
south of the capital Muscat.

Israel vows to press military 
campaign in Lebanon
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz vowed yesterday 

to press on with Israel's mil-
itary campaign in Lebanon, 
despite a warning from Iran 
that any such action would 
prompt the Islamic republic 
to take "severe" measures in 
response.

"The IDF will continue to 
operate in Lebanon against 

the terrorist organisation 
Hezbollah," Katz said in a 
statement, adding that Israel 
would strike Beirut's southern 
suburbs, known as the Da-
hiyeh district, in retaliation 
for every attack on northern 
Israel. "We categorically re-
ject Iran’s threats. Any Iranian 
attempt to link Lebanon and 
Iran and attack Israel will be 
met with great force, as hap-
pened yesterday," Katz said.

Trump calls Netanyahu after Israel-
Iran clashes: White House
Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
called Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu yester-

day, a White House official 
told AFP, after the first ex-
changes of fire between Is-
rael and Iran since an April  
ceasefire.

Netanyahu says told Trump Israel has 
right to self-defence 
Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel i  Pr ime Mi ni ster 
Benjamin Netanyahu said 

Monday he told US President 
Donald Trump that Israel re-
served the right to defend it-
self against Iran at any time, 
despite Trump’s public objec-
tions.

“Israel has a full right to 
self-defence, and we are ex-
ercising it as required. I say 
this to you, just as I say it 
with appreciation and re-
spect in my good conversa-
tions with my friend President  
T r u m p , ”  N e t a n y a -
h u  s a i d  i n  a  t e l e v i s e d  
statement.

Poland seizes major heroin 
shipment from Iran
AFP | Warsaw, Poland

Polish authorities said yes-
terday they had seized over 

a tonne of heroin from Iran, 
hidden in a shipment of deco-

rative bricks, at the Baltic port 
of Gdynia."This is the largest 
operation of its kind in over 
a decade," Interior Minister 
Marcin Kierwinski said at a 
press conference.

The Strait of Hormuz has long 
been a flashpoint for maritime 

security. During the “Tanker 
War” phase of the 1980s Iran-
Iraq conflict, more than 400 

commercial ships were attacked, 
including nearly 240 oil tankers, 

making it one of the largest 
assaults on merchant shipping 

since World War II.

KNOW WHAT

Prior to US strikes in June 2025, the 
IAEA calculated that Iran possessed 

approximately 440 kilogrammes 
(970 pounds) of uranium enriched 

to 60 percent. This is close to the 90 
percent needed to make a bomb and 
well above the 3.67-percent limit set 

by a now-defunct 2015 agreement 
with Iran. The fate of this stockpile is 

uncertain.

KNOW WHAT
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The Pacific “Ring of Fire” is a 
horseshoe-shaped belt stretching 
about 40,000 kilometres around 
the Pacific Ocean, where roughly 
75 per cent of the world’s active 
volcanoes and about 90 per cent 

of all earthquakes occur due to the 
movement and collision of tectonic 

plates.

KNOW

BETTER

Major quake off Philippines 
kills at least 35, dozen still missing

 National disaster authorities said 134 had sustained injuries

• A series of powerful 
aftershocks rocked 
the area from about 
two hours after 
the first quake

AFP | General Santos, Philippines

A 7.8-magnitude earth-
quake in the southern 
Philippines yesterday 

killed at least 35 people, ac-
cording to provincial author-
ities, after toppling buildings 
and sparking tsunami warnings 
across the region.

National disaster authorities 
said at least a dozen people were 
still missing, while 134 had sus-
tained injuries.

Philippine authorities urged 
people in affected coastal re-
gions to move to higher ground 
after the offshore quake hit 
south of General Santos, a city of 
about 720,000, where the death 
toll was now 12, according to the 
tally at a local command centre.

A series of powerful after-
shocks rocked the area from 
about two hours after the first 
quake, according to the United 
States Geological Survey, with 
the largest measuring magni-
tude 6.5.

As night descended, AFP jour-
nalists watched as rescue work-
ers in General Santos used their 
hands to dig through the rubble 
of a popular grocery store chain 
in a desperate bid to reach two 
employees buried beneath.

Morphy Angcad, a 35-year-
old security guard, told AFP he 
was not ready to accept that his 
sister, one of the two, was dead.

“We received a call this morn-

ing telling us that she was one 
of the trapped there,” he said, 
adding he had refused a hotel 
room so he could stand watch.

“I don’t want to leave this site 
until I see the body of my sister… 
(but) I’m hoping against hope 
that she is still alive.”

Dioslinda Deluvio told AFP 
her son Joey, the other employ-
ee, had come to visit her just 
weeks earlier, asking: “Ma, what 
is your plan for your life? Are 
you OK?”

“All I can do is cry now, imag-
ining the good things he did in 
the world,” she said.

A few kilometres away, others 
were preparing to spend the 
night on a sidewalk.

“I’ll be sleeping here outside 
even if it’s uncomfortable, be-
cause I’m scared there will be 
an aftershock,” 34-year-old sales 
clerk Johnson Alerta told AFP.

“I feel safer here.”

‘So many lives’
Rene Punzalan, disaster chief 

for hard-hit Sarangani province, 
told AFP 14 people had died in 
Glan municipality alone when 
a landslide buried their homes 
at the foot of a mountain.

“The landslide happened im-
mediately after the earthquake, 
so many lives were lost,” he said, 
adding that some areas had yet 
to report if they had sustained 
casualties.

“The greatest challenge is 
communication. The power was 
cut, so it’s hard to get updates,” 
Punzalan said.

Videos posted to social media 
and verified by AFP showed a 
shopping centre with a Jollibee 
fast food restaurant reduced to 
rubble in General Santos, while 
a school building that officials 

said was unoccupied crumpled 
in another. In another video ver-
ified by AFP, young schoolchil-
dren could be seen screaming in 
the arms of their teachers as the 
quake violently swayed them 
back and forth on the ground.

Responders conduct a rescue operation at a collapsed building after a 7.8 magnitude earthquake in General Santos City

Seven killed, nine injured 
in Dubai road crash

TDT | agencies 

Seven people were killed and 
nine others injured after a 

minibus collided with a truck 
that had stopped on Emirates 
Road in Dubai, police said.

According to Dubai Police, 
preliminary investigations in-
dicate that the truck came to 
a sudden halt in the middle 
of the road due to a technical 
fault. The minibus driver alleg-
edly failed to maintain a safe 
distance and crashed into the 
rear of the vehicle.

Brigadier Juma Salem bin 
Suwaidan, Director of the Gen-
eral Department of Traffic at 
Dubai Police, said the Com-
mand and Control Centre re-
ceived a report of the accident 
and immediately dispatched 
traffic patrols and rescue 
teams to the scene.

“The accident resulted in 
seven fatalities and nine in-
juries, including five serious 
and four moderate cases. All 
injured persons were taken 
to hospital for treatment,” he 
said.

French NATO jets shoot down stray 
drone in Latvia
AFP | Vilnius, Lithuania

French NATO jets stationed 
in the Baltic states shot 

down a drone in Latvia, the 
military and the country's for-
eign minister confirmed on 
Monday morning.

The incident was the first 
time that the alliance's rapid 
reaction Baltic Air Policing 
mission has shot down a stray 
drone in Latvia.

Latvia's military confirmed 
that "a foreign unmanned 
aerial vehicle that had entered 
Latvian airspace as a result of 
Russian electronic warfare", 

without disclosing the origin 
of the drone.

"Thank you, our French Al-
lies, for taking down the drone 
that flew into Latvian air-
space!" Latvia's Foreign Min-
ister Baiba Braze posted on X.

The two jets took off from 
the Siauliai airbase in northern 
Lithuania and shot down the 
drone "at around 10:00" am 
local time (0800 GMT), Lith-
uanian military spokesperson 
Gintautas Ciunis told AFP.

In a previous incident, a Ro-
manian jet stationed in Lith-
uania shot down a Ukrainian 
drone over Estonia on May 19.

A man holds flowers during the funeral ceremony of Yaroslav Varnak, a 
23-years-old serviceman who was killed in action in Kyiv

Mass school closures in Japan city as bear roams streets
AFP | Tokyo, Japan

A bear roaming the streets of a 
Japanese city for three days 

forced the closure of nearly 100 
schools Monday, as dozens of 
hunters and officials searched 
for the animal.

The city government of Ut-
sunomiya, north of Tokyo, closed 
all 94 public primary and junior 
high schools in the area after re-
ceiving more than 10 reports of 
bear sightings since Saturday -- 
including in a shopping arcade.

“We have vehicles out to areas 
where a bear was seen to make 
people aware and to urge people 
to stay indoors or in vehicles,” a 
city official told AFP, adding that 
dozens of hunters, police and 
local officials have been looking 
for the animal.

It was not clear whether there 
is one bear or more, he said, 
speaking on the customary con-
dition of anonymity.

In recent years, Japan has seen 
an increasing number of bear 
sightings and attacks, especially 

in urban areas.
A record 13 people were killed 

by bears in Japan last year, and 
there has been a jump in en-
counters as the animals emerge 
hungry from hibernation.

In the last year to March, bear 
sightings nationwide topped 
50,000 -- more than double the 
previous record set two years 
earlier, according to official data.

In Utsunomiya, a regional 
capital and home to 510,000 
residents, there were just two 
unconfirmed bear sightings in 

the previous year.
The bear now being hunted 

was first spotted Saturday morn-
ing, north of the city centre, and 
was described as being around 
one metre (three feet) long.

A series of sightings followed, 
including in a residential neigh-
bourhood that day, at a shop-
ping arcade on Sunday, and at a 
park, a high school and a junior 
school.

Early Monday, residents spot-
ted a bear close to a wholesale 
market, the city official said.

US experienced second-warmest spring on record: NOAA
AFP | Washington, United States

The United States experi-
enced its second-warmest 

spring on record, the Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration said yesterday, 
adding that drought remains 
widespread across the country.

More than half of the 48 con-
tiguous US states -- which ex-
cludes Alaska and Hawaii -- ex-
perienced a spring among their 
three warmest in the 132-year 
record, and the warmest since 
2012.The beginning of the year 
has also marked the driest since 

1988, the US weather agency 
said.

The island chain Hawaii 
meanwhile observed the wet-
test spring in the 36-year record, 

with more than double the aver-
age spring precipitation.

Some other regions also re-
corded above-average precip-
itation, but more than half of 

the contiguous states remained 
in drought at the beginning of 
June.

That includes much of the 
Northwest and parts of the 
Southwest, northern Rockies 
and Plains. Forecasters said it 
is expected to also develop in 
parts of the Midwest. The agen-
cy's drought outlook expects 
some improvement across parts 
of the central and southern 
Plains, as well as much of the  
Southwest. June is expected to 
experience above-average tem-
peratures across the western 
and northern US, NOAA said.

Globally, the 11 hottest individual years ever 
recorded all happened from 2015 onwards 

and the UN’s weather and climate agency re-
cently said the trend would continue, with a 
new hottest-ever year likely before 2031. An 

El Nino weather pattern is also predicted into 
the end of 2026, which heightens the chances 
that next year could spell more heat records.

    A final farewell



for the occupation of GENERAL MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17274302 or ABRAHAM_231@YAHOO.COM
KRISHNA LAUNDRY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33172676 or JKCHAUDHARY989@GMAIL.
COM
SHEHABI AUTO SHINE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of AUTOMOBILE POLISHER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36994990 or M_SHEHABI@HOTMAIL.COM
ABDULHADI ALAFOO WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17874756 or alafoo@batelco.com.bh
REFINED CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33853237 or 
FJLOVEU@GMAIL.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32376386 or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAH-
RAIN@ALTRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 32376386 or ALTRAD-
MENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
MOTORWORKS SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34080223 or hr.ad-
min@HAJIHASSAN.COM
NEXTKEY BAHRAIN REAL ESTATE BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICAL 
PROJECT MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66627665 or ABUA-
ZLAN@YAHOO.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36636640 
or HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
TASHYEED HOSPITALITY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17729935 or mannai.hr@mannaitrading.com
WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY SER-
VICES Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66626168 
or TDAINEH@GMAIL.COM
SIDRA ELECTRIC WORKSHOP W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MECHAN-
IC (AIR-CONDITIONING), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17342400 or 
HABIB83@BATELCO.COM.BH
CLB RESTAURANTS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66666330 or ysbg-
dates@gmail.com
AZAN MARKET has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39829984 or MDAL-
MANEA66@GMAIL.COM
FORTFIRE FOOD DELIVERIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / 
FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33667194 or NOORNADEEM2404@
GMAIL.COM
Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of MASON, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36633899 or MOHAMMED.QA-
SSIM@HERTEL.COM
Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of MASON, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36633899 or MOHAMMED.QA-
SSIM@HERTEL.COM
DESHI BOUTIQUE & TAILORING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34440773 or Mirhamaryam49@gmail.com
AL MANSOORI MANPOWER W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR(HOUSEKEEPING AFFAIRS), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77910668 
or ALMANSOORIMANPOWERBH@GMAIL.
COM
diamond shine laundry has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33265898 
or DAWOODRAO111@GMAIL.COM
Sherry SPA MASSAGE CENTER has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17824070 
or sherryspa@gmail.com

ified applicants can contact 37009009 or 
DUCATL.LOTUS@GMAIL.COM
JUST 4 U UNIFORMS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CASHIER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39625000 
or BUTALAL1953@YAHOO.COM
KICHO MATCHA has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of COFFEE SERVER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33633360 or 
YALLAMUTABAQ@GMAIL.COM
EAGLE EYE TRADING EST. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39669171 
or RAEDFARDAN@YAHOO.COM
DAR AL PASHA GRILL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39999034 or 
DDD34466@GMAIL.COM
LOVELY LADIES BEAUTY SALON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33676709 or RAJUJOSE71@GMAIL.COM
SHAWERMA ALKARMEL  W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SHAWARMA 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36866263 or SHAWERMAALKARM-
EL@GMAIL.COM
SEASON INTERNATIONAL TRADING AND 
INDUSTRIES COMPANY W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36999677 or ALIHASSAN@ALMOAYYED-
INTL.COM.BH
AL SHARALIHAREEM TYRE & OIL SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN(MAINTENANCE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39863040 or A.HUS-
SIN@HOTMAIL.COM
V BEACH RESORT HOTEL W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 13303353 
or ahamdan@addresshotels.com
MOKSHA AYURVEDIC CENTER  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of THERAPIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34440766 or SH_AMNAH@HOTMAIL.COM
KAIRALI FOOD STUFF has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66337911 or 
LAYALIBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
SORIF MOHAMMAD FASHION DESIGN 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33340459 or SORIFMO-
HAMMEDTAILORING@GMAIL.COM
AIR TECH SOLUTIONS AC MAINTENANCE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35332828 or ARABIANDREAM20@
GMAIL.COM
HAMDAN ELCTRONICS REPAIRING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ELEC-
TRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33715781 or SAQIBUAEATT.NET@
GMAIL.COM
FAHAD JABER SAAD ALDOSERI has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WATCHMAN / 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17009565 or FAHAD.BUFAISAL@
GMAIL.COM
AL AROBAH MARKETS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17772239 
or 2010ELECTRICAL.WORKS@GMAIL.COM
FAREEQ ALQAYOOM RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BREAD BAK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33625602 or TABSAMN@GMAIL.COM
FAROOQ SHEIKH COMBINED SERVICES CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33461099 or FAROO-
QMOON11@GMAIL.COM
CLEAN AND SAVE CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17610666 
or secretary@bukhowa.com
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17877246 
or zainabhr@aldoorbh.com
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17877246 or zainabhr@aldoorbh.
com

MDLKCHI MEN MASSAGE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36305030 or ALSHABIB513@GMAIL.COM
OCEAN SPA  W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33305676 or ANDY-
HOPPE080@GMAIL.COM
M AZAM SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39771163 or 
RS1327493@GMAIL.COM
QAMER JAMEEL CONSTRUCTION has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33495011 or HURIA.JARRAL@
GMAIL.COM
NAVEEL INTERIOR DECORATION COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33502933 or Tafcobuilding@gmail.com
GUL AFZAL COMBINED FACILITIES SUP-
PORT ACTIVITIES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36484758 or ATTAU342001@GMAIL.COM
MOVEREE GO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33025652 or MIGRATE-
WORLD12@GMAIL.COM
INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyed-
cg.com
INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyed-
cg.com
AL ROBA FOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33529523 or 
BHINDERG052@GMAIL.COM
PORTS & OFFSHOR SERVICES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SHIPS MASTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37777797 or JABER@SULAITIMARINE.
COM
DHAWE CAFETERIA W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(JUICE & SAND-
WICHES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39572671 or MANORANJMANU@
GMAIL.COM
GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39641612 
or yousif@aanass.net
WISE RISE PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33965262 or UZMARAZ-
ZAQUE15@GMAIL.COM
SHAFIQ DECOR W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(GLASS CUTTING), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36511786 or bahrainframes@gmail.com
CUSTOM TOUCH CAR CARE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CAR WASH-
ER/CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34674387 or DANISH.S1411@
GMAIL.COM
MARINA MEHZAN SAFETY SOLUTION AND 
TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33295979 or BOPECI-
TY369@GMAIL.COM
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17623723 
or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
ABDULLA ABDULRAHMAN ALRAYES AND 
SONS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WELL PULLER (OIL AND GAS 
WELLS), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17252144 or HR@ALRAYESDECOR.
COM
Q PEARL MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38134856 or QPEARLCONSULTAN-
CY@GMAIL.COM
TROPHY AUTO WORKS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PAINTER, suitably qual-

SHEIKH KHALID AL KHALIFA DOCUMENTS 
CLEARANCE has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of DATA ENTRY OPERATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33152346 
or MH2990@HOTMAIL.COM
SCOOP BERRY CAFE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES OFFICER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33425258 
or JEMLAIH@GMAIL.COM
MAMA JOZ PIZZA W.l.l has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38187050 or info@
mamajoz.com
IBN SINA OPTICAL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33933997 
or WORLD_TODAY82@YAHOO.COM
ALQASWA CONTRACTING ESTABLISH-
MENT has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37239999 or ABUFIZAN313@
GMAIL.COM
SUPER RIDER DELIVERY CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER(MO-
TOR-CYCLE), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66934821 or HUSSINA12451@
GMAIL.COM
PASTRIES ON THE FLY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36774492 or pastriesonthefly@gmail.com
LUXURY GATE LAUNDRY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66907907 
or OBEEDHUSSAIN@GMAIL.COM
TEA TIME W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36960999 or INFOBAH-
RAIN2@GMAIL.COM
TEA TIME W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36960999 or HASH2H2@
GMAIL.COM
TEA TIME W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39867872 or HASH2H2@
GMAIL.COM
JOY GOLDEN THAI SPA W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36322030 
or ALMAHASINEYA@YAHOO.COM
ENERFLEX MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OPERATOR(-
CONTROL CENTRE), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33667675 or bshuqair@
enerflex.com
WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY SER-
VICES Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66626168 
or TDAINEH@GMAIL.COM
NAVIGATE MIGRATE CONSULTANTS CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COUNSELLOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38209955 or BMBAHRAIN@
TRENITYCONSULTANTS.COM
AL-ALAWI DENTAL SUPPLIES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39689993 
or mohanad72@gmail.com
ELECTRONIC CLICKS CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / 
FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34000328 or info@electronicclicks.
com
MOHAMMED EBRAHIM MOHAMMED ISA(-
PEPSI/9340) has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39250059 or pepsi2016@
gmail.com
MOHAMED ABDULHAMEED COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36563904 or 
GHOLUMVIP@GMAIL.COM
Environment Arabia Consultancy Services 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DIRECTOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17533259 or INFO@ENVIRONMEN-
TARABIA.COM
Star Lion Contracting Services has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17270787 or starlionservice@
gmail.com
artinity for decor designs BAHRAINI PART-
NERSHIP CO. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SECRETARY, suitably qualified ap-

plicants can contact 39922208 or FATIMA.
NASAAR@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN BALL TRADING  W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DIRECTOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39911950 
or RAVIL.NASYBULLOV@GMAIL.COM
AL MAHMOOD PEARLS & JEWELLERY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of JEWEL-
RY GOLDSMITH (GENERAL), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17225311 or 
ALMAHMOODPEARLS@GMAIL.COM
HIMAYUN MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CONSULTING ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33341868 or SALES.
ZFK@GMAIL.COM
RAMEE ROSE HOTEL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17616167 
or hrs.bh@rameehotels.com
BOLD TOUCH CARPENTRY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CARPENTER(-
FURNITURE), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 32052366 or TAYEB.HAZ-
AIMEH93@GMAIL.COM
NEXTLEAP ADVISORY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34050306 or ENG.ABEDQUTISHAT@GMAIL.COM
HUZAIM BOUTIQUE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33332257 or 
ALBANNA-AMIRA@OUTLOOK.COM
ETHAR ALABRAR LADIES TAILORING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39661965 or ETHARALABRAR2018@
GMAIL.COM
ASHABAB RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39192866 
or SHABEEB.SHAMEEL@GMAIL.COM
SILVER CITY CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38826888 or SILVERCITYCON-
TRACTING@GMAIL.COM
WORLD UNION AUTO SERVICE has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MECHANIC, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36155565 or WORLDUNION@GMAIL.COM
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17534342 
or sajilnath@urbaser.com
BEHARI DREEM STAR TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33435921 or BT4WLL@GMAIL.COM
PUTTURUMEES RESTAURANT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39900084 
or ALKARAWAN_DC@GMAIL.COM
BOHAZZA GARAGE FOR CAR REPAIR AND 
PAINTING has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35333550 or TALAL30ISA@
HOTMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN SPECIAL TECHNICAL SERVICES 
STS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17622082 or info@
BAHSTS.COM
TEHSIN CONSTRUCTION CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39044244 or ZAMIMULLAH123@GMAIL.
COM
BLUE NILE FOR FULLY FURNISHED APART-
MENTS W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36620900 or acc.
pioneer22@gmail.com
Glass Tech Industries B.S.C closed has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN(-
MAINTENANCE), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39697800 or mannaigr@
mannaigroup.net
DHAKA FOR KEY CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17250069 
or ISMAIL.SIDDIQUE204@GMAIL.COM
REFINED CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33853237 or 
FJLOVEU@GMAIL.COM
YOUNG JIN ENTERPRISE COMPANY LIM-

ITED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(DOCKER), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17700711 or JEONG.
DONGJIN.0102@GMAIL.COM
MASSIMO DUTTI has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of ASSISTANT MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17507979 
or husain.mohsen@azadea.com
NATIONAL MARINE DREDGING W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SEAMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786665 or pro@nccbahrain.com
ALDASMA BAKERY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WRAPPER/WORK-
ER(HAND PACKING), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17251497 or AMEERAS@
HOTMAIL.COM
YOUNG JIN ENTERPRISE COMPANY LIM-
ITED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(DOCKER), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17700711 or JEONG.
DONGJIN.0102@GMAIL.COM
YOUNG JIN ENTERPRISE COMPANY LIM-
ITED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(DOCKER), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17700711 or JEONG.
DONGJIN.0102@GMAIL.COM
V BEACH RESORT HOTEL W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 13303353 
or ahamdan@addresshotels.com
AMANA BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of THERAPIST(OCCUPA-
TIONAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36393839 or maabdulla@amana-
healthcare.bh
VATTOLI TAILORING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 66797205 or TARGET-
DOC9@GMAIL.COM
JUFFAIR BOULEVARD HOTEL & SUITES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
RECEPTIONIST, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35475656 or HR@JUF-
FAIRBOULEVARD.COM
FIELDCORE SERVICE SOLUTIONS INTER-
NATIONAL LLC - Branch of a Foreign Com-
pany has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER (MATERIAL REGULATIONS DE-
VELOPMENT), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17291195 or FAHED.FAQIH@
GE.COM
AMANA BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of THERAPYST (SPEECH), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36393839 or maabdulla@amanahealthcare.bh
THE INDIAN AYURVEDIC MEDICAL CENTER 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33796332 or MK-
SADMN@GMAIL.COM
BINT ALMUDAWAB BOUTIQUE has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33212336 or AMAN.WORK88@GMAIL.COM
ARAD AL JAZEERA GARAGE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66706100 or MADATHIL_FAWAZ@
YAHOO.COM
COCO GENERAL TRADE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34199744 
or FAISALWASIF@GMAIL.COM
AL NOOR BICYCLE REPAIRS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BICYCLE RE-
PAIRER/ASSEMBLER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33033544 or MOHD-
KHALAF61@HOTMAIL.COM
SHAUKAT  MENS SALOON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36380857 
or COBRA60LX@HOTMAIL.COM
AYOON AL GHAZAL SALOON  W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of COMPUTER OP-
ERATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66304324 or PARVEENKHAN1290@
GMAIL.COM
AL ROBA FOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33529523 or 
BHINDERG052@GMAIL.COM
QAISER MAHMOOD SERVICES CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY 
/ FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 32063675 or QASIR54@GMAIL.COM
F TECH SERVICES CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
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You’re a one-sided, crooked network. Sorry. 
Let’s call it quits because I’ve had enough. 

Thank you, darling. Have a good time
TRUMP TOLD “MEET THE PRESS” HOST KRISTEN WELKER
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Indian crew evacuated after 10 
months stranded off Istanbul

AFP | Istanbul, Turkey

Four Indian sailors who were 
stranded for 10 months on 

an abandoned container ship 
off the coast of Turkey have fi-
nally been taken off the vessel, 
an inspector told AFP yesterday. 

The four had been trapped 
on board the Mongolia-flagged 
AZRA C, which has been moored 
off Istanbul in the Sea of Mar-
mara since August 2025.

The ship’s purported owners 
were arrested in January in con-
nection with a mas- s i v e 
international drugs 
bust, leaving its fate 
and those on board 
in limbo.

“The hardship 
experienced by 
t h e 

crew has come to an end,” Se-
lahattin Polat, Turkey repre-
sentative of the International 
Transport Workers’ Federation 
(ITF), told AFP.

The crew spoke of their dis-
tress last week, speaking to AFP 
via an intermediary.

The ITF and the Marine Em-
ployees’ Solidarity Association 
(DAD-DER) had been providing 
the crew with fresh drinking 
water and basic necessities.

Under international maritime 
law, a ship must have sufficient 
crew members on board at all 
times to handle any emergen-
cies -- whether in port or at an-

chor.
But Polat said they 

had not been re-
placed.

“The new crew did not arrive. 
The ship was left unmanned,” 
he explained, saying “its secu-
rity will be ensured by other 
means.”

He said legal steps to deal 
with the abandoned ship were 
ongoing.

The case highlights a grow-
ing problem of vessel abandon-
ments, which the ITF says has 
become a “systemic” problem 
in the maritime industry.

ITF figures show 2025 was 
the worst year on record for 
abandonment, affecting 
6,233 seafarers on 410 
ships, with Indian 
nationals most af-

fected.
Turkey was the country 

where the most abandonments 
took place, accounting for 61 
cases last year.

There are currently 15 for-
eign-flagged vessels classed as 
abandoned at anchor in the Sea 
of Marmara, which lies between 
the Bosphorus Strait that leads 
to the Black Sea and the Darda-
nelles Strait, the gateway to the 

Mediterranean.

The Mongolia-
flagged cargo 
ship “Azra C” 
lies at anchor 
in the Sea of 
Marmara off 
Istanbul

Trump storms out of tense, 
rain-plagued NBC interview

AFP | Washington, United States

President Donald Trump 
lasted through probing 
questions about his Iran 

war strategy and repeated 
weather disruptions during an 
interview with US broadcast-
er NBC -- but angrily stormed 
out when confronted over his 
unfounded claims of election 
fraud.

“You’re a one-sided, crooked 
network. Sorry. Let’s call it quits 
because I’ve had enough. Thank 
you, darling. Have a good time,” 
Trump told “Meet the Press” 
host Kristen Welker before 
standing up and walking out of 
the interview that aired Sunday.

The interview, filmed Friday, 
was conducted on a farm in 
Wisconsin, where Trump was 
addressing farmers. A tractor 
and hay bales served as a back-
drop.

The interview was interrupt-
ed several times by weather 
and audio issues as torrential 
rain pounded the roof, making 
it difficult to continue the con-
versation.

“Is that wind or what?” 
Trump asked at one point.

“Hear that sound?” he said 
later. “That sound of thunder, 
lightning, rain.”

Welker asked her technical 

crew if they should stop.
“No. People will understand -- 

we’re on a farm,” the president 
replied.

Several questions followed 
about Iran, nuclear weapons 
and his campaign pledges to 
keep the United States out of 
foreign wars.

“First of all, I didn’t guarantee 
no war. Why would I have built 

the strongest military in the 
world?” he said, then accusing 
Welker of being “a big liberal, a 
big progressive.”

“No, I’m just a journalist,” she 
countered.

Trump went on to say: “I don’t 
like these endless wars. This is 
not an endless war. We’ve been 
doing this for three months.”

The tone escalated again 

as the discussion turned to 
Trump’s proposed taxpay-
er-funded program to compen-
sate people he believes were 
victims of partisan prosecution 
under his predecessor, Joe Bid-
en.

“I don’t know what’s going to 
happen with the weaponization 
fund,” he said. “I love the idea 
because people like you, the fake 
dirty press, the crooked press, 
people like stupid Biden ... they 
destroyed people. They sent 
people to jail who did nothing 
wrong.”

“There is no evidence for 
what you’re saying,” Welker 
said.

Trump reiterated past false 
claims that the 2020 election 
was “rigged” and said last 
week’s primary in California 
was, too.

Welker held her ground, ask-
ing the president to present ev-
idence.

“You are either crooked or 
you’re stupid,” Trump finally 
shot back before leaving the 
camera’s view while Welker at-
tempted to keep him engaged.

On Sunday, Welker told view-
ers that she had spoken with 
Trump on Saturday about the 
weather disruptions and that he 
had agreed to give her another 
interview.

The interview, filmed Friday, was conducted on a farm in Wisconsin

France, Germany abandon joint fighter jet project: Berlin
AFP | Berlin, Germany

France and Germany have 
agreed to abandon a joint 

fighter jet programme due to 
disagreements between the 
companies involved, Berlin 
said yesterday in a blow to Eu-
ropean efforts to boost defence 
cooperation.

The Future Combat Air Sys-
tem (FCAS) programme was 
launched in 2017 to replace 
France’s Rafale jets and the 

Eurofighter planes used by 
Germany and Spain.

The project was seen as a 
key test of European efforts to 
work more closely on defence 

as they seek to present a united 
front in the face of a hostile 
Russia at a time of souring ties 
with the United States.

But the multi-billion-dollar 

programme was beset by dis-
agreements between the firms 
involved -- France’s Dassault 
Aviation and Airbus, which 
represents Germany and Spain.

A German government offi-
cial told AFP that Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz and French 
President Emmanuel Macron 
had “reached the shared as-
sessment that the companies 
will not be able to come togeth-
er on building a joint combat 
aircraft.

FATHEYA NASER TRADING AND CON-
TRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37701812 
or MDROBELED710@GMAIL.COM
HASAN MOHAMED HASAN JASIM / 
SHWKAN - 8532 has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39084175 or HASANMO-
HAMED3946@GMAIL.COM
MOAZZAMA SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33920578 or KMDANISH.BH@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN BRAINZ SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33870684 or BRAINZGOLDEN@
GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD RASHID CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36410369 
or VISTOCONSULTANCY80@GMAIL.COM
MIRZA WAQAS  SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34668800 or MUSAMIRA445678@GMAIL.
COM
EDSAR TECHNICAL SERVICES AND TRAD-
ING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ELECTRICAL SUPERVISOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33199120 or 
SARUN.N@EDSARTECH.COM
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17822228 or hrdept@circle.bh
BLUE SWIMMING CRAB FACTORY FOR PRE-
SERVING FISH has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(FISH CUTTING), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33323995 
or clearance@jaradahfish.com
Real Value Contracting WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36767312 
or INFO@REALVALUECONTRACTING.COM
MEDICI EUROPEAN TRAINING CENTER 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 66900427 or LEILAAM-
BULO@GMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOP-
MENT CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASON, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17226618 or ACKR007@
GMAIL.COM
AMNON DIGITAL CONSULTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38888682 or COLAZIZHS@HOTMAIL.COM
Eastern Asphalt & Mixed Concrete Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ESTI-
MATOR(COST), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17252078 or S.RADHI@EAMCO.BH
YATEEM AIRCONDITIONING COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17000996 or hr@yateemac.net
CERAMIC DELMON CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of PORTER (STORES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17608208 or md.delmon@gmail.com
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17822228 or hrdept@circle.bh
TARIQ GENTS SALON S.P.C has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33636744 
or TARIQJEE684@GMAIL.COM
City Point Hotel W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER/BARTENDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17500794 or ayman@sevenleisure.net
DELMON POLYFORMS PLASTIC . has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39635505 or ESSAVMAX@GMAIL.
COM
ATLAS ALUMINUM W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34130996 
or S.HUSSAIN.ISMAIL@ATLAS-ALUMINUM.COM
XPRESS MAJID FAST LAUNDRY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(LAUNDRY), suitably qualified applicants 

can contact 33441347 or SHYAMRAJ8748@
GMAIL.COM
ALBAHJA FOODSTUFF STORES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17785115 or YUSILIVE17@GMAIL.COM
JUICY LUCY CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(JUICE & SAND-
WICHES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77919006 or DIVIVEART.BH@
GMAIL.COM
MARBL ARCH CLEANING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32226699 or 
S.ALANAISI@GMAIL.COM
NEW GEN GOLDEN BROASTED W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36893519 or FARIDSAFIQULISLAM@
GMAIL.COM
Al Hilal Multi Specialty Medical Center -Ma-
nama has a vacancy for the occupation of 
NURSE(GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17824444 or IYPE.M@
ALHILALHEALTHCARE.COM
ROTI BOTI W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36900706 or 
CONSULTSTATION.BH@GMAIL.COM
Al Hajiya Home Spices has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33121250 or 
SAEED21250@GMAIL.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 32376386 or AL-
TRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32376386 or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAH-
RAIN@ALTRAD.COM
THE NEW BILAL AHMED SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34649636 or CALI92993@GMAIL.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32376386 or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAH-
RAIN@ALTRAD.COM
RARE BEAUTY LOUNGE. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 63006500 
or SHAIMA.2220@HOTMAIL.COM
ABU AYYAN GARAGE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANIC(MOTOR-VEHI-
CLE), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39615308 or SJA5206@HOTMAIL.COM
MADHAWDAS GOPALDAS & SONS CO. 
(M.G.SONS) W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17210828 or INFO@MGSONSBH.COM
City Point Hotel W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ACCOUNTANT(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17500794 or ayman@sevenleisure.net
AL MANSOURIEH CONSTRUCTION. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38743665 or GO-
MAM621@GMAIL.COM
HARK LESS DOCUMENT CLEARNACE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY 
/ FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37070226 or MOHAMMED.FA-
TEEL.94@GMAIL.COM
ALI ABDULHUSSAIN KHAMIS HILAL ESTAB-
LISHMENT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17552348 or TAWEELJAMAL@
GMAIL.COM
ALIF MARKETS has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 38888400 or ALKHA-
JA83@GMAIL.COM
RED SHINE RAINBOW ADVERTISING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SU-
PERVISOR ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33742314 or IF-
TIKHARCHEEMA822@GMAIL.COM
RAYHAN AL SHAM SWEETS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37292909 or ALAA.RA3OOOSH@GMAIL.
COM

  VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
  CONTINUED
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Al Noor International School Celebrates 

Graduation of 26th A-Level British Section Batch

Al Noor International 
School organised the 
graduation ceremony 

for the twenty-sixth batch of A 
Level students in the British Sec-
tion, numbering 78 students, at 
the conference centre at the Gulf 
Hotel on 1st June 2026, in the 

presence of Ms. Lulwa Ghasan 
Al Muhana, Director of Licens-
ing and Monitoring of Private 
Schools, number of officials and 
parents.

The School Founder Chairman 
Mr Ali Hasan extended his heart-
felt gratitude to His Majesty King 

Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa and 
His Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Prime Minister 
for their unwavering support and 
visionary leadership in advancing 
education across the Kingdom of 
Bahrain.  

School Director Dr. Muham-
mad Mashood expressed his pride 
in the school’s graduates, who 
each year enroll in some of the 
world’s best universities and in 
turn have gone on to work in many 
world renowned companies.  He 
went on to praise the parents and 

teachers for their endeavours in 
assuring the success of the grad-
uating students. School Principal 
Abdul Rahman Al-Kooheji in his 
welcome address commended the 
outstanding results of this batch of 
students, wishing them continued 
success in their future endeavors. 

Graduates Ahmed AbdulRahim 
delivered speeches in English, 
while students Mariam Ali A. 
AlSuhail and Omar Ahmed Galal 
spoke in Arabic, expressing their 
gratitude for what the school has 
provided them throughout their 
years of study.

Bhavans Bahrain Indian School Shines 
at CBSE Cluster Sports Meet 2026–27

Bhavans Bahrain Indi-
an School achieved 
remarkable success at 

the recently held CBSE Cluster 
Meet, securing top positions in 
Chess, Table Tennis, and Bad-
minton.

The school’s success story 
was spearheaded by its brilliant 
chess players. Ehan Anjam of 
Grade 6, Trishan Moorkoth 
of Grade 7, Rudransh Dash of 
Grade 7, Aadithya Udhayaku-
mar of Grade 8 emerged as 
the Champion in the Under-14 
Boys’ Chess Tournament, while 
Aarohi Rajith of Grade 6, Saisha 
Jojy of Grade 6, Dea Sagatram-
ani of Grade 7, Gunjan Pal of 
Grade 8 clinched the First Po-
sition in the Under-14 Girls’ 
Chess category, demonstrating 
exceptional strategic thinking 
and composure under pressure.

In Table Tennis, Bhavans 
athletes delivered a series 
of stellar performances. The 
Under-14 Girls’ Team secured 
the Championship Title, with 
Saisha Jojy (Grade 6), Sunehri 
Shashidhar (Grade 7), and 
Adhya Sharma (Grade 8) dis-
playing outstanding teamwork 

and skill throughout the com-
petition.

Adding to the medal tally, the 
Under-19 Boys’ Table Tennis 
Team emerged as Champions, 
securing First Position through 
the remarkable efforts of Su-
jay Sunil Bayalan (Grade 9), 
Suyash Sunil Bayalan (Grade 
9), Daksh Choudhary (Grade 
11), and Sunish Sunil Bayalan 
(Grade 12). Their exceptional 
performance and unwavering 
focus enabled them to domi-
nate the tournament and bring 
glory to the school.

The school’s Under-14 Boys’ 
Table Tennis Team also de-
livered an impressive perfor-
mance, securing the Runner-up 
Position. The team comprising 
Thomas Kurian Roy (Grade 
6), Vedh Subin (Grade 7), and 
Aaron Pon Nesaraj (Grade 8) 
displayed excellent coordi-
nation and competitive spirit 
throughout the event.

In the Under-19 Girls’ Table 
Tennis Competition, Bhavans 
secured the Second Position 
through the commendable ef-
forts of Keerthana Kameswaran 
(Grade 12), Sarah Jojy (Grade 

11 ), Piya Nirab Dutiya (Grade 
11), and Hafsa Najeem Shafi 
(Grade 12). Their dedication 
and perseverance earned them 
a well-deserved podium finish.

The Under-14 Girls’ Badmin-
ton Team further strengthened 
the school’s achievements by 
securing the Runner-up Posi-
tion. The team consisting of 
Parinitha Kameswaren (Grade 
8), Anishka Anil Kumar (Grade 
8), Devna Pulinamparambil An-
ish (Grade 7), and Avani Yadav 
(Grade 9) exhibited remarkable 
grit and determination against 
strong competition.

Congratulating the winners, 
school Directors Mr Himanshu 
Verma and Mrs Ritu Verma, ex-
tend heartfelt congratulations 
to all the winners and partici-
pants for bringing laurels to the 
institution and upholding the 
proud sporting legacy of Bha-
vans Bahrain Indian School.

Principal, Mr Saji Jacob ex-
pressed pride in the students’ 
outstanding performance and 
commended the efforts of the 
Physical Education Depart-
ment for their unwavering 
support and guidance.

AUBH Celebrates Student Excellence at 
the 2025-2026 Spotlight Awards

The American Univer-
sity of Bahrain (AUBH) 
celebrated the achieve-

ments of its students during the 
2025-2026 Spotlight Awards, 
held on campus in the presence 
of Dr. Wafa Almansoori, Inter-
im President and Provost of the 
University, alongside faculty 
members, administrative staff, 
students, and representatives of 
supporting organizations.

The event reflected AUBH’s 
efforts to showcase outstand-
ing student talent and recognize 
achievements across academ-
ic, research, and innovation-led 
fields, while also highlighting 
students’ distinguished partic-
ipation in local, regional, and 
international competitions and 
initiatives, where they represent-
ed both the University and the 
Kingdom of Bahrain with pride. 
It also reinforced the value of 
participation as an essential part 
of the university experience, giv-
ing students the opportunity to 
explore their potential, broaden 
their perspectives, and gain prac-
tical experience that is as mean-
ingful as awards and results. 
These experiences help build 
confidence, encourage initiative, 
and support students’ continued 
growth inside and beyond the 
classroom.

The ceremony opened with 
remarks by Dr. Amal Al Awadhi, 
Dean of Students at AUBH, who 
emphasized the importance of 

celebrating student excellence as 
an integral part of a holistic uni-
versity experience. She affirmed 
that the student achievement ex-
tends beyond academic perfor-
mance to encompass leadership 
development, effective commu-
nication, creative thinking, and 
meaningful engagement with the 
wider community.

During the ceremony, AUBH 
honored a distinguished group of 
students who achieved strong re-
sults in several competitions and 
events. These included students 
who won first place in the INJAZ 
Toastmasters Debate, second 
place in the MECC AI Hackathon, 
second place in the ARABCAB 
Competition, and second place 
in the CFA Society Bahrain Re-
search Challenge, in addition 
to students who represented 
the Kingdom of Bahrain at Web 
Summit Doha 2025.

The ceremony also highlight-
ed student-led initiatives that 
reflect the diversity of AUBH 
students’ talents and interests, 
including one student’s recent 
publication of her first novel. 
This milestone underscored the 
presence of literary creativity 
within the student experience 
and demonstrated how students 
are able to transform their ideas, 
passions, and personal interests 
into meaningful outcomes.

Dr. Amal Al Awadhi, Dean of 
Students at AUBH, stated: “The 
Spotlight Awards are a special 

occasion for AUBH, allowing us 
to celebrate students who have 
demonstrated excellence, ambi-
tion, and hard work throughout 
a highly productive academic 
year. Our students have shown 
remarkable ability to compete 
and achieve across a wide range 
of areas, including research, in-
novation, debate, and local, re-
gional, and international partic-
ipation. These accomplishments 
reflect their promising poten-
tial, as well as the supportive 
environment AUBH provides to 
encourage initiative and applied 
learning.”

Dr. Al Awadhi further added: 
“We are proud of our students 
and the initiative, discipline, 
and ambition they have demon-
strated throughout the year. The 
Spotlight Awards are meaningful 
because they recognize more 
than final outcomes; they also 
honor the effort, learning, team-
work, and determination that 
shape each student’s journey. 
Whether a student takes part in 
a competition, leads an initiative, 
contributes to a project, or joins 
a student activity, every experi-
ence adds value and helps build 
confidence, maturity, and readi-
ness for future opportunities. We 
will continue to create a support-
ive environment that encourages 
students to take part, explore 
their potential, and develop the 
skills they need for their academ-
ic and professional paths.”
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BRAVE CF 106 reaffirms undisputed 
dominance across Balkan European MMA
Manama

BRAVE CF 106, held last Satur-
day, June 6, at Hala Tivoli in 

Ljubljana, Slovenia, delivered 
a night that extended beyond 
competition and into confirma-
tion of regional leadership.

The premium live event stood 
as another chapter in the steady 
rise of BRAVE Combat Federa-
tion within Balkan European 
mixed martial arts, where its 
presence has grown from oc-
casional visits into a defining 
competitive standard.

  The 10-bout card carried 
a sense of purpose from the 
opening contest to the final 
bell. With two World Title bout 
at its core, the lineup reflected 
a promotion that continues to 
blend elite international stakes 
with a deeply rooted regional  
platform.

 In the main event, Pavel “The 
Experiment” Dailidko reaf-
firmed his dominance by suc-
cessfully defending his BRAVE 
CF Heavyweight World Champi-
onship against Slovenia’s Miha 
Frlic by way of first-round tech-
nical knockout.

 The co-main event unfold-
ed in contrasting fashion as 
Mohamed “L’Ambiance” Said 
Maalem overturned expecta-
tions when he defeated Erko 
“The Bounty Hunter” Jun in 
their rematch to capture the 
BRAVE CF Light Heavyweight 
World Championship via 
fourth-round stoppage.

Across the rest of the card, 
regional representation held 
strong. Domen “Armbar Hulk” 
Drnovšek, Amil Tutic, Edin 

Ramdedovic, and Maja Drno-
všek each contributed to a 
broader showcase of Balkan 
European talent, reinforcing 
the depth of athletes continuing 
to rise through the system.

 BRAVE CF President Moham-
med Shahid reflected on the 
night with admiration for all 
involved.

 “BRAVE CF 106 was an incred-
ible experience from start to fin-
ish. The fighters delivered at the 
highest level, the atmosphere 
inside the arena was electric, 
and Slovenia once again showed 
why it is such an important part 
of our journey,” he shared.

  “Every time we return to 
this region, we see growth not 
only in the athletes but also in 
the passion of the fans and the 
strength of the local scene. That 
is what makes Balkan Europe so 
special for us.”

 The recently concluded ex-
travaganza marked the organi-

zation’s seventh trip to Slovenia 
since 2020, reinforcing a con-
sistent and evolving relation-
ship with the country’s fight 
community.

 That continuity has helped 
establish Slovenia as one of the 
key anchors of BRAVE CF’s Euro-
pean expansion.

 Beyond Slovenia, the promo-
tion’s footprint across the region 
continues to widen.

  BRAVE CF has staged three 
shows in Serbia, three in Roma-
nia, and two in Bulgaria, build-
ing a sustained presence that 
has elevated Balkan Europe’s 
visibility in global MMA discus-
sions.

  That expansion is set to 
continue with BRAVE CF 107 
scheduled for August 1 at Are-
na Burgas in Bulgaria, followed 
by a historic debut in Croatia on 
September 5 at the Pula Arena, 
one of the region’s most iconic 
sporting and cultural venues.

BRAVE CF’s long-term influ-
ence is also reflected through 
athletes who have emerged 
from the region, including 
BRAVE CF Bantamweight World 
Champion Borislav “Zombee” 
Nikolic, Jun, and Frlic, each 
representing different chapters 
of its competitive development 
pipeline.

 For Shahid, the message com-
ing out of Ljubljana is increas-
ingly clear.

  “Our focus remains on 
building a strong foundation 
for fighters from this region. 
We are committed to giving 
them the platform, exposure, 
and opportunities they need to 
reach their full potential,” he  
stated.

 “Balkan Europe has become 
an important part of our global 
identity. The talent is real, the 
audience is passionate, and the 
growth is undeniable. We are 
here for the long term.”

• Introducing the 
Limited-Edition Lamine 
Yamal Visa Multi-
Currency Debit Card   

•  Launch of Special 
Card Campaign until 
31 August offering 
clients a chance to 
meet Lamine Yamal 
in Barcelona 

• Launching Fan 
Zone at Marassi 
Galleria from 10 June 
to 8 October 2026

• Watch Party 
experiences featuring 
selected Fifa World Cup 
matches screenings 
Rent reduction or 
contract termination 
may be possible 

Al Salam Bank Announces Lamine Yamal 
Collaboration with Visa Ahead of FIFA World Cup 2026

TDT | Manama 

Al  Sa l a m  Ba n k  a n -
nounced its collab-
orat ion  with  Visa 

to launch a football-inspired 
campaign featuring global 
football star Lamine Yamal, 
introducing a Limited Edition 
Visa Multi- Currency Debit 

Card, an interactive Fan Zone 
experience, and a special card 
usage campaign designed to 
bring together everyday spend-
ing, football engagement, and 
rewarding client experiences. 

As part of the campaign, cli-
ents can apply through the Al 
Salam Bank App and instant-
ly receive the Limited-Edition 
Visa Multi- Currency Debit 
Card, featuring Lamine Yamal’s 
image and signature. The card 
is designed to offer clients a dis-
tinctive payment experience 
inspired by the excitement 
and global appeal of football, 
while combining the conven-
ience of digital banking with 
lifestyle-driven rewards.

Clients will also have the 
opportunity to increase their 
chances of winning a fully paid 
trip to meet Lamine Yamal in 
Barcelona, thanks to Visa in ad-
dition to monthly cash prizes 
of up to BD 5,000, when using 
their eligible Al Salam Bank 

Visa Credit Cards, Visa Pre-
paid Cards, or Visa 
Multi- Currency 
Debit Cards for 
online, local, 
and inter-
n a t i o n a l 
purchases 
through-
o u t  t h e 
campaign 
period un-
til 31 Au-
gust 2026, 
subject to 
t h e  c a r d 
c a m p a i g n ’ s 
terms and con-
ditions.

T h e  c a m -
paign will 
a l s o  f e a -
ture the 
Al Salam 
B a n k 
F a n 

Zone at Marassi Galleria from 10 
June to 8 October 2026, offering 
football fans and families an in-
teractive destination with foot-
ball-themed activities, games, 
challenges, and campaign-re-
lated prize opportunities. The 
Fan Zone will also offer Fifa 
World Cup watch party experi-
ences, where visitors can enjoy 
selected matches in an engaging 

football-inspired at-
mosphere.

C o m m e n t i n g 
on the occasion, 
R a f i k  N a y e d , 

Group Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of 

Al Salam Bank, said: 
“Through our collab-
oration with Visa, we 
are pleased to introduce 
a campaign that com-

bines the convenience of 
digital payments with the 
passion of football through 
engaging and rewarding 

experiences for our cli-
ents. The launch of 
the Limited-Edition 
Lamine Yamal Visa 

M u l t i - C u r-
r e n c y 

D e b i t 

Card, alongside the 
Fan Zone experi-
ence and special 
card usage cam-
paign, reflects our 
continued focus on 
delivering innova-
tive, lifestyle-driv-
en banking propo-
sitions that create 
meaningful engage-
ment with our cli-
ents and communi-
ties.”

Commenting on 
the launch, Ahmed 
ElKaffass,  Visa’s 
Country Manager for Bahrain, 
said: “Football unites genera-
tions, transcends borders, and 
turns ordinary moments into 
lasting memories. At Visa, our 
commitment to the sport runs 
deep, built over years of bring-
ing fans closer to the game they 
love. Our collaboration with Al 
Salam Bank is a natural exten-
sion of that journey, connecting 
the trust and seamlessness of 
Visa payments with the passion 
of football to create something 
that truly matters to people.”

The campaign reinforces 
Al Salam Bank’s commit-
ment to delivering inno-
vative and client-centric 
banking experiences by 

combining instant digital 
card issuance, everyday Visa 
card usage, lifestyle-led re-

wards, and interactive football 
experiences across digital and 

physical touchpoints. 
Clients can participate by ap-

plying for the Limited-Edition 
Visa Multi-Currency Debit Card 
through the Al Salam Bank App 
and using eligible Al Salam Bank 
Visa cards throughout the card 
campaign period.

Through this campaign, Al 
Salam Bank reinforces its sup-
port for the “Project Dream” 
initiative, a youth football de-
velopment program designed 
to contribute to national efforts 
aimed at identifying and nur-
turing young football talent. 
Implemented in collaboration 
with OLÉ Football Academy and 
Tumooh Sport Management, 
the initiative helps develop par-
ticipants’ skills and prepares 
them for potential opportuni-
ties to join Bahrain’s national 
football teams, supporting the 
Kingdom’s aspirations for the 
FIFA World Cup 2030 and 2034.

Rafik Nayed, Group Chief 
Executive Officer of Al 
Salam Bank

Ahmed ElKaffass, Visa’s 
Country Manager for 
Bahrain

BRAVE Hearts and Bankers 
Capital forge partnership to 
advance community prosperity

TDT | Manama

BRAVE Combat Federation™ 
(BRAVE CF), the world’s 

fastest-growing and most glob-
al mixed martial arts organi-
zation, proudly announces a 
significant new partnership 
between BRAVE Hearts and 
Bankers Capital, marking a 
shared commitment to foster-
ing stronger, more financially 
empowered communities.

The agreement was official-
ly formalized during a recent 
signing ceremony attended by 
BRAVE Hearts Director Jabran 
Zakariya and Bankers Capital 
Co-founder Faisal Rehman.

 The collaboration brings to-
gether the humanitarian vision 
of BRAVE Hearts and the finan-
cial acumen of Bankers Capital 
to create meaningful opportu-
nities for individuals and com-
munities seeking long-term 
economic advancement.

 At the core of the partner-
ship is a collective ambition 
to introduce practical and ac-
cessible initiatives that equip 
people with the resources, 
knowledge, and support need-

ed to achieve greater financial 
independence.

  Through innovative pro-
grams and sustainable de-
velopment strategies, both 
organizations aim to help 
communities strengthen their 
foundations and unlock new 
pathways toward prosperity.

 By aligning social empow-
erment efforts with strategic 
financial guidance, BRAVE 
Hearts and Bankers Capital 
seek to generate tangible out-
comes that extend beyond 
short-term assistance.

 The initiative is designed to 
encourage resilience, promote 
self-sufficiency, and create 
lasting value for those facing 
economic challenges.

 BRAVE Hearts is dedicated 
to building resilient societies 
through collaborative action 
and impactful partnerships.

 By working alongside or-
ganizations across various 
sectors, the initiative deliv-
ers forward-thinking social 
and economic solutions that 
create meaningful and endur-
ing improvements in people’s  
lives.
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Denmark’s Eriksen in ‘good spirits’ after collapsing during friendly
AFP | Copenhagen

Christian Eriksen is in “good 
spirits”, said the Danish 

team football doctor, despite 
being  hospitalised after col-
lapsing during Denmark’s 
friendly against Ukraine, five 
years after suffering a cardi-
ac arrest during the European  
Championship.

The 34-year-old former Man-
chester United midfielder, who 
had a type of pacemaker insert-

ed after he collapsed in 2021, 
fell to the ground in the 64th 
minute of the match in Odense 
on Sunday.

Medical staff rushed onto the 
pitch while players from both 
teams gathered around him to 
shield the scene from television 
or smartphone cameras.

The referee called off the 
match and Eriksen was subse-
quently taken to hospital, hav-

ing been shielded by both sets 
of players as he walked off the 
pitch.

Denmark’s  team doctor 
Morten Boesen said Eriksen had 
been “briefly unconscious” but 
“the pacemaker responded as it 
should”.

“I spoke to Christian this 
morning, and he is doing well,” 
he said in comments posted on 
Instagram.

Al Najma remain winless at 
Asian Club Championship

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Al Najma suffered their 
second straight defeat 
at the 28th Asian Men’s 

Club League Championship in 
Kuwait, going down 29–25 to 
Qatar’s Al Duhail in Sabah Al 
Salem yesterday.

The Bahraini side, coached by 
Abdulrahman Mohamed, again 
delivered a spirited performance 
against one of the tournament’s 
stronger teams.

The opening half was closely 
contested, with both sides ex-
changing momentum before fin-
ishing level at 15–15 after Al Naj-
ma briefly held control early on.

After the break, Al Duhail 
gradually took charge, finding 
better rhythm in attack and cap-
italising on key moments. They 
outscored Al Najma 14–10 in the 

second period to secure victory.
Al Najma continued to rely 

on Mohamed Habib Ahmed, 
who produced a standout dis-
play with 10 goals from 11 at-
tempts and was named player 

of the match despite the defeat. 
Uros Mitrovic added three goals, 
while Jasim Khamis and Hasan 
Alsamahiji scored two each in a 
balanced but insufficient effort.

For Al Duhail, Hamdi Hadj 

Ayed led with five goals, sup-
ported by Rafael Capote, Firas 
Zemzemi and Amine Guehis. 
They finished with 29 goals from 
40 shots at 73% efficiency.

The match was finely poised 

at 21–21 midway through the 
second half after a strong spell 
from Ahmed. However, missed 
chances and defensive lapses 
allowed Al Duhail to regain con-
trol.

A turning point came with 
the dismissal of Hasan Madan, 
who received both red and blue 
cards, leaving the Bahrainis 
short-handed at a crucial stage.

Despite that setback, Al Najma 
stayed within reach deep into 
the final quarter, with Ahmed 
continuing to drive the attack, 
but Al Duhail’s composure and 
clinical finishing ensured they 
stayed ahead in the closing stag-
es.

The defeat leaves Al Najma 
still searching for their first 
points as the table begins to take 
shape. Burgan and Al Khaleej 
lead with five points from three 
matches, with Kuwait Sporting 

Club close behind on four.
Al Duhail move into fourth 

with two points from two games, 
while Al Arabi also sit on two 
from three. At the bottom, Al 
Najma and Sharjah Sports Club 
are yet to get off the mark.

The Bahraini side, two-time 
Asian champions in 2017 and 
2023, continue in the seven-team 
round-robin stage, with the top 
four advancing to the semi-finals 
on June 15 and the medal match-
es on June 17.

After today’s rest day, Al Na-
jma will face UAE’s Sharjah SC 
tomorrow at 8pm as they seek 
their first points of the cam-
paign. They will then take on 
Qatar’s Al Arabi, Kuwait’s Bur-
gan Club and Saudi Arabia’s Al 
Khaleej in their remaining pre-
liminary-round matches, looking 
to carve out a path to the knock-
out stages.

Christian Eriksen

Mohammed Habib Ahmed in action under defensive pressure
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Bahrain eye Asian 
volleyball success in India

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s senior men’s vol-
leyball team have stepped 

up preparations for the Asian 
Men’s Volleyball Champion-
ship, which will be held in Ah-
medabad, India, from June 18 
to 29, with hopes of making a 
strong impact on the continen-
tal stage.

The squad began local train-
ing sessions last week and will 
continue building up until de-
parture for India. No overseas 
training camp is currently 
planned, though arrange-
ments are being explored for 
friendly matches upon arrival 
to sharpen readiness ahead of 
the competition.

The team is coached by 
Montenegrin Ivan Joksimov-
ic, assisted by national coach 
Mishaal Turki, with all select-
ed players involved as prepa-

rations intensify.
A 17-player squad is current-

ly in camp, with the final 14-
man roster to be confirmed 
before the tournament. The 
group is expected to be large-
ly based on the side that won 
gold at the Gulf Games in Qa-
tar last month.

Bahrain travel to India with 
growing confidence following 
strong recent results, includ-
ing their maiden AVC Men’s 
Cup title in 2024, a break-
through that established them 
among Asia’s rising teams.

They have been drawn in a 
tough Pool A alongside hosts 
India, Australia, Chinese Tai-
pei, Kazakhstan and New 
Zealand. Pool B features Qa-
tar, South Korea, Turkmeni-
stan, Indonesia, Thailand and 
Oman, with several strong 
contenders expected across 
both groups.

Celebratory moment from Bahrain’s victory at the Gulf Games last month

Muharraq, Khaldiya and 
Riffa secure Asian licences
TDT | Manama

Muharraq, Al Khaldiya, 
and Riffa have all been 
granted Asian Foot-

ball Confederation (AFC) club 
licences for the 2026–27 sea-
son after successfully meeting 
the federation’s club licensing 
criteria. The approvals confirm 
their eligibility to compete in 
AFC-organised competitions 
next season, based on their do-
mestic league standings.

Reigning Nasser bin Hamad 
Premier League champions Mu-
harraq will represent Bahrain 
in the AFC Champions League 
Two, securing direct entry into 
the group stage.

L e a g u e  r u n n e r s - u p  A l 
Khaldiya will enter the same 
competition through the quali-
fying play-offs, where they will 
aim to reach the group stage 
and extend their continental 
campaign.

Meanwhile, Riffa will com-
pete in the Gulf Club Champi-
ons League as Bahrain’s sole 
representative in the regional 
tournament. Their qualifica-

tion is secured through their tri-
umph in the Khalid bin Hamad 
Cup, and the club will be making 
its 11th appearance in the com-
petition.

In the most recent 2025–26 
AFC Champions League Two 
campaign, both Muharraq and 
Khaldiya were unable to pro-
gress beyond the group stage. 
Al Khaldiya finished third in 
Group B with one win, three 
draws, and two defeats, collect-
ing six points. Muharraq also 
placed third in Group A, fin-
ishing with seven points from 
two wins, one draw, and three  
losses.

Despite those setbacks, Mu-
harraq remain one of Bahrain’s 
most successful clubs on the 
continental stage, having won 
the AFC Champions League Two 
title twice, in 2008 and 2021.

The latest licensing confirma-
tion ensures continued Bahraini 
representation across both re-
gional and Asian competitions, 
with all three clubs once again 
set to carry the Kingdom’s chal-
lenge abroad in the 2026–27 
season.

Action from Muharraq’s AFC Champions League Two match against Al Wasl last 
season


