
Prosecutors tell Trump lawyers he is 
target of classified docs probe: reports
AFP | Washington

US prosecutors have told Don-
ald Trump’s lawyers that he 

is the target of a probe into his 
handling of classified documents 
after leaving the presidency, in 
a sign he might be indicted, US 
media reported.

The notice came from the office 
of special counsel Jack Smith, The 
New York Times, CNN and other 
news outlets said, and gives the 
clearest sign yet that prosecutors 
are moving closer to charging the 
former president, who is seeking 
a return to the White House in 
2024.

The Times, citing “two people 
familiar with the matter”, said it 
was not clear when Trump’s team 
had been told he was the subject 
of the investigation.

Special counsel Smith, named 
by Attorney General Merrick 

Garland, has been looking into a 
cache of classified documents that 
Trump had stored at his Mar-a-
Lago residence after leaving the 
White House.

The FBI carted away some 
11,000 papers after serving a 
search warrant on Mar-a-Lago in 
August, and Trump could face ob-
struction-of-justice charges after 
spending months resisting efforts 
to recover the trove.

Trump has repeatedly denied 
any wrongdoing.

“No one has told me I’m being 
indicted, and I shouldn’t be be-
cause I’ve done NOTHING wrong,” 
Trump posted on his Truth Social 
network Wednesday.

Ex-Pakistan PM Khan granted new 
bail as army vows to ‘tighten noose’
AFP | Islamabad

Former Pakistan prime min-
ister Imran Khan had his 

bail renewed in over a dozen 
cases yesterday, a month after 
his three-day detention sparked 
violence, thousands of arrests, 
and the resignations of much 
of his party’s leadership.

The 70-year-old former in-
ternational cricket star, facing 
more than 150 cases registered 
against him since his ousting 
in April last year, appeared 
at two courts in the capital,  
Islamabad.

“Imran Khan is granted bail 
till June 19 in eight cases reg-
istered against him under the 
anti-terrorism legislation,” one 
of his lawyers, Sher Afzal Mar-
wat, said.

Gohar Khan, another lawyer, 
said a different court had ex-
tended bail in nine other cases.

His arrest and detention fol-
lowing a court appearance last 
month sparked nationwide pro-
tests -- including a mob torch-
ing the residence of a senior 
army commander.

Pakistan has been mired in 
economic and political crisis for 
over a year, with little respite 
expected ahead of an election 
that must be held by mid-Oc-
tober.

Khan appeared to be riding 
a wave of popularity towards 

those polls, holding huge rallies 
across the country, sweeping a 
string of by-elections, and vili-
fying authorities in addresses to 
the nation broadcast nightly on 

social media.
But the violence following 

his arrest -- particularly tar-
geting military installations -- 
led to a sweeping crackdown 
that threatens his political sur-
vival and that of his Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party.

The army holds undue in-
fluence over Pakistan politics, 
having staged at least three suc-
cessful coups leading to dec-
ades of martial law.

Late Wednesday, Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR) 
-- the military’s publicity wing 
-- vowed to tighten “the noose 
of law” around those involved 
in violence.

Following a meeting of the 
army’s top commanders, a 
statement said the “ill design 
of inimical forces will be dealt 
with iron hands”.

Think morals are declining? So 
has everyone, ever, study says

AFP | New York

Do you feel like society’s 
morals have declined re-

cently? You are far from alone, 
and may be suffering from a 
“psychological illusion,” ac-
cording to new research.

At every point over the last 
70 years, people across the 
world have continuously be-
lieved that morality is declin-
ing, US psychologists found by 
looking at historical surveys.

But rather than morals 
steadily falling throughout his-
tory, the researchers suggested 
this perception is an illusion 
caused by rose-tinted memo-
ries of the past and a focus on 
the grim news of the present.

In a study in the journal Na-
ture, the researchers quoted 
an observer as saying that “the 
process of our moral decline” 
has led to “the dark dawning 
of our modern day”.

They then revealed that this 

is a quote from the Roman his-
torian Livy written more than 
2,000 years ago.

“This feeling is always there, 
you can find quotes from any 
era of history where people are 
decrying the decline of peo-
ple’s interpersonal goodness,” 
Adam Mastroianni, a research-
er at New York’s Columbia 
University and the study’s lead 
author, told AFP.

The researchers first looked 
at 177 opinion polls that in-
cluded more than 220,000 
people in the United States 
from 1949 to 2019.

In 84 percent of the polls, a 
majority reported that moral-
ity had declined -- and the rate 
remained steady regardless of 
the year.

IMMORALITY: THE MORALITY OF 
THOSE WHO ARE HAVING A BETTER 
TIME
H. L. MENCKEN
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#EquatorialGuinea de-
clared the #Marburg 

outbreak over. My thanks 
to the affected communi-
ties, health workers and 
the government for their 
response. I honour those 
health workers who paid 
the ultimate price for 
simply doing their jobs.

@DrTedros

Go o d  f i r st  p h o n e 
call with Bulgaria’s 

Prime Minister Nikolai 
Denkov. We discussed 
the work ahead, start-
ing with an important 
#EUCO at the end of the 
month. I welcome the EU 
priorities of your govern-
ment and commitment 
for reforms.

@vonderleyen

I’m in Washington DC 
to bang the drum for 

Britain. This morning I 
met with CEOs of Amer-
ica’s leading companies - 
whose investments create 
hundreds of thousands 
of British jobs - to set out 
why the UK is the best 
place in the world to do 
business.

@RishiSunak

Met with the Yemeni 
Presidential Lead-

ership Council President 
al-Alimi in Riyadh to 
discuss our shared com-
mitment to resolving the 
conflict in Yemen as soon 
as possible and mitigat-
ing the humanitarian and 
economic crises.

@SecBlinken

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u More than 30 
Chinese warplanes 
entered Taiwan’s air 

defence zone over the course of about six 
hours, the island’s defence ministry said 
yesterday, a sharp ramp-up in single-day 
incursions by China’s military. China claims 

self-ruled Taiwan as its territory and has vowed to take it one day -- by force 
if necessary. In recent years, Beijing has intensified aerial incursions into the 
island’s air defence identification zone -- nearly doubling the air sorties in 2022 
compared to the year before. Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defence spokesman 
Sun Li-fang announced yesterday that from 5 am local time (2100 GMT), “a total 
of 37 Chinese military aircrafts” entered Taiwan’s southwestern ADIZ.

 u Pope Francis, 86, spent 
a restful night and was in 
good condition after a hernia 
operation, the Vatican said yesterday, as doctors 
cautioned his age and health issues could affect 
his recovery time. “Pope Francis passed a quiet 
night and managed to have a lengthy rest,” the 
Vatican said. “He is in a generally good condition, is 
alert and is breathing without assistance,” it said in 
a statement. The Argentine pontiff was “grateful” for 
those sending him well wishes and asked people to pray for him, it added.

 u Some 200 
passengers in Austria 
were evacuated after 

the train they were riding caught fire 
in a tunnel, authorities said. Around 45 
passengers suffered minor injuries in the 
incident, likely from smoke inhalation, local 
police said. The train headed to Hamburg 
and Amsterdam was passing through a 
tunnel close to the city of Innsbruck in the 
Austrian Alps on Wednesday evening, when 

its overhead wire snapped, a spokesman for the Austrian rail operator OeBB 
said. The train carrying passengers was also transporting automobiles and one or 
several of them caught fire from the damaged cable, the spokesman said.

37 Chinese warplanes cross 
into Taiwan’s defence zone

200 train passengers evacuated 
from Austrian tunnel after fire

Pope in good condition 
after hernia operation: Vatican

People watch a performance during a pop up event in Times Square

Four children wounded 
in France knife attack

Children fight for their lives after knife attack in French Alps

• Police detain 
man after attacks in 
lakeside playground 
that left children in 
critical condition

AFP | Paris

A man armed with a knife 
attacked a group of pre-
school children playing by 

a lake in the French Alps yester-
day, wounding four as well as an 
adult and sending shockwaves 
through the country.

The suspect is a Syrian in his 
early 30s who was granted refu-
gee status in Sweden in April, a 
police source told AFP.

Witnesses described the sus-
pected knifeman running around 
in a frenzy, apparently attacking 
people at random, before he was 
shot by police near the banks of 
Lake Annecy.

“He wanted to attack everyone. 
I moved away and he lunged at an 
old man and woman and stabbed 
the old man,” former professional 
footballer Anthony Le Tallec, who 
was running in the park, told the 
local Dauphine Libere newspaper.

Another witness, named Malo, 
told the BFM television channel 
that the culprit attacked the chil-
dren before the old man and was 
“shouting, but it wasn’t really 
comprehensible”.

Two of the children -- believed 

to be aged around three -- and an 
adult victim were in critical con-
dition and fighting for their lives 
in hospital, a security source said.

A police source said checks on 
the man, who was arrested at the 
scene, were ongoing, but he was 
unknown to French security ser-
vices.

Annecy is a scenic town in the 
French Alps close to the border 
with Switzerland popular with 
tourists and home to one of the 
world’s top animation festivals, 

which starts Sunday.
French President Emmanuel 

Macron called it an “attack of ab-
solute cowardice”.

“The nation is shocked. Our 
thoughts are with (the victims) 
as well as their families and the 
emergency services,” he wrote 
on Twitter.

Minute of silence 
Prime Minister Elisabeth 

Borne’s office announced she was 
travelling to the scene and MPs 
in the French parliament held a 
minute’s silence.

“We hope that the consequenc-
es of this extremely serious at-
tack... will not send the coun-
try into mourning,” parliament 
speaker Yael Braun-Pivet told MPs 
as she interrupted a raucous de-
bate about pension reform.

The motive and identity of the 

attacker are being investigated 
and the local prosecutor is expect-
ed to give further details at a press 
conference.

In 2012, a Franco-Algerian ex-
tremist called Mohamed Mer-
ah killed seven people during a 
shooting rampage in the southern 
city of Toulouse, with the murders 
of three children and a rabbi at 
a Jewish school sparking wide-
spread outrage.

Most recently, the beheading 
of a teacher in broad daylight in 
2020 near his school in a Paris 
suburb by a radicalised Chechen 
refugee led to shock and grief, as 
well as a national debate about 
the influence of radical Islam in 
deprived areas of the country.

Deadly shelling in flood-hit region 
as Ukrainian, Russian forces clash

AFP | London

Ukraine and Russia ac-
cused each other of shell-

ing rescuers and evacuees in 
the flood-hit Kherson region 
yesterday as Moscow said its 
forces fought off a Ukrainian 
offensive in another part of the 
front line.

Emergency services were 
still racing to rescue people 
stranded by the flood-swollen 
waters of the Dnipro River, 
which have forced thousands 
to flee.

The destruction of a ma-
jor Russian-held dam on the 
river on Tuesday unleashed a 
torrent of water that has left 
600 square kilometres of the 
region under water.

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky visited the 
area yesterday after floods in-
undated dozens of villages and 
parts of the regional capital, 
Kherson.

“I thank the rescuers and 
volunteers! I thank everyone 
involved in this work!” wrote 
Zelensky, who also visited sur-
vivors in hospital.

Shortly after the visit, Kyiv 
said a Russian strike in the 
centre of Kherson injured nine 
people including a police of-
ficer and two employees of the 

state emergency service.
Moscow-installed authori-

ties on the other bank of the 
Dnipro River, which is con-
trolled by Russian forces, said 
two evacuees were killed by 
Ukrainian shelling.

The death toll from the 
flooding reached six as the 
Moscow-backed administra-
tion of Nova Kakhovka, where 
the dam is located, said five 
people had died and 41 admit-
ted in hospital.

Ukrainian police said one 
man had died in a riverside 
village in the neighbouring 
Mykolaiv region, also affected 
by rising water levels.

11 killed in blast at funeral for assassinated Afghan governor
AFP | Kabul

At least 11 people were killed 
by a blast yesterday at a fu-

neral service for an Afghan act-
ing provincial governor whose 
assassination this week was 
claimed by Islamic State, the 
interior ministry said.

Security has improved dra-
matically since the Talib-
an stormed back to power in 
August 2021, ousting the US-
backed government and ending 
their two-decade insurgency, 
but the Islamic State group re-
mains a threat.

An interior ministry state-
ment said the blast at the fu-
neral for the acting governor 
of northeastern Badakhshan 
province also injured more than 
30 people as “a great number 
of compatriots” gathered for a 
mosque service honouring Nisar 

Ahmad Ahmadi.
“The Ministry of Interior of 

the IEA condemns this brutal-
ity of the disgraced enemies,” 
a statement said of the explo-
sion in the provincial capital of 
Faizabad.

“I was standing outside the 
mosque to receive the guests 
coming, suddenly a terrible 
sound shook the mosque,” said 
witness Naseer Ahmad.

“When I entered the mosque, 
I saw bloodied dead bodies lay-

ing on the ground,” the 37-year-
old said.

An AFP journalist near the 
scene of the blast said Taliban 
government security forces had 
set up checkpoints around the 
funeral site in the morning.

When the explosion rang out 
people fled into nearby streets, 
and shops closed in panic as 
security forces cordoned off the 
area.

The AFP reporter saw 10 bod-
ies on stretchers at a local hos-
pital.

IS claimed responsibility for 
Ahmadi’s killing on Tuesday, 
when a suicide bomber drove 
a car filled with explosives into 
his vehicle.

The driver was also killed and 
six others were wounded in that 
attack, which also took place in 
Faizabad.

Ukraine dam’s reservoir can no longer cool nuclear plant: operator
AFP | Kyiv

The reservoir which had been 
created by the Kakhovka 

dam in southern Ukraine can 
no longer supply water to cool 
reactors at the Zaporizhzhia nu-
clear plant, the dam’s operator 
said yesterday.

Ukrhydroenergo’s chief exec-
utive Igor Syrota said the water 
level at the reservoir had gone 
“below the critical point of 12.7 
meters (42 feet).”

This means it could no longer 
supply “the ponds at the Zapor-
izhzhia nuclear power station 

to cool the plant”, he said on 
Ukrainian television.

The dam sits on the Dnipro 
river, forming a reservoir that 
provides the cooling water for 
the Russian-occupied Zapor-
izhzhia nuclear power station, 
Europe’s largest, some 150 kilo-

meters (90 miles) upstream.
International Atomic Ener-

gy Agency chief Rafael Gros-
si, who is due to visit the plant 
next week, said this week that 
the water could no longer be 
pumped if the level went below 
12.7 meters.

Security personnel with ballistic shields escort former Pakistan prime minister 
Imran Khan to court in Islamabad

Volunteers carry local residents on boats during an evacuation from a 
flooded area in Kherson

French police officers are investigating in the ‘Jardins de l’Europe’ in Annecy

The nation is shocked. 
Our thoughts are with 
(the victims) as well as 
their families and the 

emergency services
FRENCH PRESIDENT EMMANUEL MACRON

US cities shrouded in toxic haze as 
reinforcements reach Canada wildfires
AFP | New York

Smoke from Canadian wild-
fires continued to shroud 

US cities in a noxious haze yes-
terday, forcing flight delays and 
cancellations to outdoor activ-
ities as environmental groups 
called for urgent action to tack-
le climate change.

Residents in the capital 
Washington awoke to an acrid 
smell and orange-tinged skies, 
with the Environment Protec-
tion Agency rating parts of the 
mid-Atlantic region at “Code 
Maroon,” the highest category 
of the Air Quality Index, signa-
ling hazardous conditions.

This made parts of the Unit-
ed States the most polluted in 
the world, worse than cities in 
South Asia and China that nor-
mally dominate global rankings, 
with the situation not expected 
to improve until the weekend.

“Today’s air quality is ex-
tremely unhealthy,” tweeted 
the city’s Department of Energy 
& Environment.

“Members of the general 
public may experience health 
effects & sensitive groups may 
experience more serious health 
issues.”

Commuters donned N-95 
masks while the National Zoo 
announced it would close “for 
the safety of our animals, our 
staff and our guests.”

The Washington Nationals, 
the capital’s Major League 
Baseball team, announced it 
was postponing its afternoon 
game against the Arizona Dia-
mondbacks.

Public schools in the capital 
canceled all outdoor activities 
including recess, physical ed-

ucation, athletic practices and 
competitions.

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration meanwhile said low 
visibility had forced it to “man-
age the flow of traffic safely into 
New York City, DC, Philadelphia 
and Charlotte.”

Flights bound for New York’s 

La Guardia and to Philadelphia 
International resumed after a 
pause.

Environmental groups were 
quick to draw attention to cli-
mate change, which is creating 
warmer, drier conditions that 
are increasing the risk and ex-
tent of wildfires.

“This is the climate crisis, 
here and now, causing danger-
ous air pollution and threat-
ening the health of millions of 
people,” said May Boeve, Chief 
Executive of 350.org.

Her comments echoed UN 
chief Antonio Guterres, who 
tweeted Wednesday: “With 
global temperatures on the rise, 
the need to urgently reduce 
wildfire risk is critical.

“We must make peace with 
nature. We cannot give up.”

Skies were noticeably clearer 
in New York compared to the 
day before, even as the AQI in-
dex remained high.

Officials handed out face 
coverings at train stations, bus 
depots and parks.

Heavy smog covers the skylines of the boroughs of Brooklyn and Manhattan in 
New York

People run away after a bomb explosion during Fatiha prayers at the Nabawi 
mosque in the Hesa-e-Awal area of Fayzabad district, Badakhshan province

The smog enveloped 
the Statue of Liberty 
and the Manhattan 

skyline, with the 
Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration saying it 
had slowed traffic to 

and from the city’s air-
ports due to reduced 

visibility

KNOW WHAT

I want to tell my nation 
that I am ready to face 
jail...  I will never bow 

down to this unfair 
and autocratic regime. 
I also request you not 
to bow down, as the 

moment you succumb 
to this unjust and 

autocratic rule, the 
existence of our nation 

will be jeopardised
IMRAN KHAN

This feeling is always 
there, you can find 

quotes from any era 
of history where 

people are decrying 
the decline of people’s 

interpersonal 
goodness

ADAM MASTROIANNI, STUDY’S LEAD 
AUTHOR

Former President Donald Trump greets 
supporters at a Team Trump volunteer 
leadership training event

Dozens of other very 
young children were 
receiving support for 

the trauma of wit-
nessing the stabbings, 
which happened at a 
lakeside playground. 
High schoolchildren 

who had also witnessed 
the attack were being 

treated for shock

KNOW WHAT

68 721 1549 1856
Roman Emperor Nero commits 
suicide, imploring his secretary 
Epaphroditos to slit his throat to evade 
a Senate-imposed death by flogging

Odo of Aquitaine defeats a 
Umayyad Muslim army at 
the Battle of Toulouse

Book of Common Prayer 
is adopted by the Church 
of England

500 Mormons leave Iowa City, 
Iowa, and head west for Salt Lake 
City, Utah, carrying all their pos-
sessions in two-wheeled handcarts

A total of 600 square 
kilometres (230 
square miles) of 

the Kherson region 
is underwater, 68 

percent of which is 
in Russian-controlled 

territory

KNOW WHAT

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

While one might 
think that older peo-

ple were more likely to 
believe the world has 
gone to hell, it turned 
out that young people 

do as well

Trump has openly 
acknowledged taking 
and storing the docu-
ments, undermining 

his lawyers’ suggestion 
that he took the stash 
inadvertently in the 

confusion of a chaotic 
departure


