
THE TRUE SOLDIER FIGHTS NOT BECAUSE 
HE HATES WHAT IS IN FRONT OF HIM, BUT 
BECAUSE HE LOVES WHAT IS BEHIND HIM
G. K. CHESTERTON
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An Emirates 
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landing at Dubai 
International 
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The achievements of 
India’s Nari Shakti 

are a source of pride and 
a powerful reminder of 
the transformative role 
in nation building. As 
India progresses fur-
ther, the aspirations and 
contributions of women 
will continue to guide 
our collective journey 
towards a strong and 
prosperous nation. 

@narendramodi

Every war, every time, 
everywhere:Death. 

Destruction. Displace-
ment. Deprivation.Noth-
ing else changes.When 
will we learn?

@DrTedros

Today, Usha and I 
j o i n e d  P re s i d e n t 

Trump and the First 
Lady in honoring the ul-
timate sacrifice made by 
six American heroes who 
were returned to their 
families at Dover.

@VP

Worldwide, women 
hold just 64% of 

the legal rights enjoyed 
by men. When we are not 
equal under the law, we 
are not equal. We must 
fight discriminatory laws 
& practices to ensure jus-
tice, dignity, opportunity 
& freedom for women & 
girls everywhere.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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• Israel’s military 
said two of its 
soldiers were 
killed in combat in 
southern Lebanon 
-- the first Israeli 
troops to have died 
since fighting flared 
with Iran’s Lebanese 
proxy Hezbollah.

• The head of the 
Arab League said 
Iran’s attacks on 
several member 
states were 
“reckless”, urging 
Tehran to reverse 
what he called a 
“massive strategic 
mistake”.

• Israeli strikes on 
Lebanon have killed 
394 people in the 
past week, including 
83 children and 42 
women, the country’s 
health minister said.

• More than 100 
Iranians, including 
some diplomats, 
were evacuated from 
Beirut overnight 
on a Russian 
plane, a Lebanese 
official told AFP.

• Iran’s clerical 
body tasked with 
choosing the 
country’s next 
supreme leader has 
agreed on a candidate 
but the name is yet 
to be announced, 
members said.

• Fuel distribution 
in the Iranian 
capital has been 
temporarily halted 
after US-Israeli 
strikes on depots, 
an official said.

• The Israeli 
military said it 
carried out a 
“precise strike” in 
Beirut targeting 
commanders 
from the foreign 
operations arm of 
Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards, the 
Quds Force.

• Three Indonesian 
crew members are 
missing after a UAE-
flagged tugboat was 
hit by a blast and 
sank in the Strait of 
Hormuz on Friday, 
Jakarta’s foreign 
ministry said.

• Three Indonesian 
crew members 
are missing after a 
UAE-flagged tugboat 
was hit by a blast

IRGC: we can 
fight six months
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said the country’s forces can fight 

an “intense war” for six months, with a spokesman saying 
more advanced missiles would be used in the coming days.

Iran ‘forced’ to respond

Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian said his 

country “will be forced to 
respond” to any attack or in-
vasion attempt from a neigh-
bouring country.

“Responding does not 
mean we have disputes with 
that country or wish to harm 

its people -- we would be re-
sponding out of necessity,” 
he said in remarks broadcast 
on state TV.

A day earlier, Pezeshkian 
apologised to neighbouring 
countries hosting US mili-
tary bases for attacks on their 
territory.

Attacks 
on Gulf 
states 

• Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab 
Emirates, Qatar, 
Kuwait and Bahrain 
all reported 
new attacks.

• In Kuwait, two 
border guards were 
killed while on 
duty, the interior 
ministry said. The 
military said fuel 
tanks at the country’s 
international airport 
were targeted in 
a drone attack.

• Saudi Arabia’s 
defence ministry 
reported intercepting 
15 drones, including 
an attempted attack 
in the diplomatic 
quarter of the 
capital Riyadh.

• Bahrain said 
three people were 
wounded by falling 
missile debris 
and that a water 
desalination plant 
was damaged.

• The UAE said 
its air defences 
detected 17 ballistic  
missiles on Sunday 
-- destroying 16, while 
one fell into the sea.

Reckless attacks A strategic mistake
AFP | Cairo, Egypt

The Arab League's secre-
tary-general said Sunday 

that Iranian attacks on several 
member states were "reckless", 
urging Tehran to reverse what 
he called a "massive strategic 

mistake".
In response to a US-Israeli air 

campaign that began on Febru-
ary 28, Iran has launched retal-
iatory strikes on Israel and Gulf 
states, which house American 
bases.

Addressing an emergency vid-

eoconference of Arab foreign 
ministers from Cairo, Ahmed 
Aboul Gheit said the strikes 
"cannot be justified under any 
pretext or excuse", accusing 
Tehran of responding to Gulf 
peace efforts with "treacherous 
rockets and drone attacks".

He said Arab states were "not 
parties to the ongoing war" and 
had made it clear they would 
not allow "their territory or 
airspace to be used" to launch 
attacks.

Several Arab countries, in-
cluding Oman -- until recently 

the mediator of US-Iran nu-
clear talks -- as well as Qatar 
and Egypt, had put in "earnest, 
sincere and serious efforts to 
spare the entire region, includ-
ing Iran, the ravages of war", 
Aboul Gheit added.

Six wounded in Israel 
AFP | Tel Aviv, Israel

Six people were wounded, 
some by shrapnel, at blast 

sites in central Israel on Sun-
day, according to first respond-
ers, after the military said it 
had detected a new wave of 
Iranian missiles.

A spokesperson for Magen 
David Adom emergency ser-
vices said “medics and para-
medics are providing medical 
treatment and evacuating” the 
wounded to hospitals.

A 40-year-old man was in 
a serious condition, while a 
25-year-old man was mod-
erately injured and a further 
three people were in mild con-

dition, they said.
A spokesperson for the 

Ichilov hospital in Israel’s 
commercial hub Tel Aviv said 
one man wounded in the neck 
was receiving urgent treat-
ment.

Earlier at least 10 explosions 
were heard over Tel Aviv by 
AFP journalists.

Israeli media showed images 
it said were from Tel Aviv of 
a blast hole in a street with a 
damaged car jutting out of it.

The Israeli military had 
warned prior to the blasts 
that it had “identified missiles 
launched from Iran towards 
the territory of the State of 
Israel”.

Neighbouring countries have borne much of Tehran’s 
response after the US and Israel launched a massive air 

campaign against Iran, with 16 people, eight of them 
civilians, killed in the Gulf states since the war began

Gulf countries have said their territory has not been used in attacks against Iran, and 
before the war began they repeatedly said they would not allow such a move.

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar and Kuwait all reported new attacks

Fuel tanks at Kuwait's international airport were targeted in a drone attack

Bahrain's interior ministry said yesterday that an Iranian drone attack damaged a water 
desalination plant, accusing Tehran of "randomly" targeting civilian infrastructure.

Kuwait airport, Bahrain 
desalination unit struck 

AFP | Kuwait City, Kuwait

Iran struck fuel tanks at Ku-
wait's international airport 

and a desalination plant in Bah-
rain as the war pressed into its 
second week.

Two border guards were also 
killed "while performing their 
national duty", Kuwait's interior 
ministry said without elaborat-
ing on the circumstances.

Iran President Massoud 
Pezeshkian warned Sunday that 
the Islamic republic "will be 
forced to respond" against its 
neighbours if their territory was 
used to attack it.

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Qatar and Kuwait all 
reported new attacks, after loud 
explosions were heard in Dubai 
and Bahrain's Manama a day 
earlier.

Fuel tanks at Kuwait's inter-
national airport were targeted 
in a drone attack, the military 
said.

The official Kuwait News 
Agency said a fire at the airport 
was brought under control, re-
porting no "significant injuries".

The military called the drone 
attack "a direct targeting of vital 
infrastructure".

A separate statement said 
"some civilian facilities sus-
tained material damage as a 
result of falling fragments and 
debris from interception oper-
ations".

'Drone threats'
Kuwait's national oil company 

announced a "precautionary" 
cut to its crude production, as 
the country's military said Sun-
day that it had responded to sev-
eral drone and missile attacks.

Authorities said Kuwait's 
main building for social security 
was targeted, causing material 
damage, and that it would not 
receive visitors there on Sunday.

Bahrain's interior ministry 

said Sunday that an Iranian 
drone attack damaged a wa-
ter desalination plant, accusing 
Tehran of "randomly" targeting 
civilian infrastructure.

Iran's Revolutionary Guards 
Corps said on Saturday that it 
had struck the United States' 
Juffair base in Bahrain, adding 
it had been used to attack an 
Iranian desalination plant ear-
lier in the day.

Bahrain's national communi-
cation office later said the Ira-
nian attack on the desalination 
facility had no impact on water 
supplies or network capacity.

Falling missile debris also in-
jured three people and damaged 
a university building in the Mu-

harraq area, the interior minis-
try said in a separate statement.

Saudi Arabia's defence minis-
try said on Sunday that it inter-
cepted 33 drones, adding there 
were no reports of damage or 
casualties from the attacks.

Among them was a drone 
aimed at Riyadh's diplomatic 
quarter, also thwarted with no 
material damage or civilian in-
juries, the ministry's spokesman 
said, adding the capital and sur-
rounding areas were targeted by 
26 drones.

One drone targeted the Shay-
bah oil field in the southeast of 
the country, according to the 
Saudi defence ministry.

'At the disposal of the enemy'
The UAE said its air defences 

detected 17 ballistic missiles on 
Sunday -- destroying 16, while 
one fell into the sea -- and in-
tercepted 113 of 117 drones de-
tected, with four falling inside 
the country.

Despite the Iranian presi-
dent's apology to the Gulf coun-
tries for earlier strikes, hours 
later its judiciary chief said 
strikes would continue on sites 
in Gulf countries that were "at 
the disposal of the enemy".

Foreign minister 
of Iran says its 
missiles cannot 
reach US soil
Washington, United States

Iran's foreign minister said 
yesterday that its missiles 

cannot reach the United States 
as he defended strikes that 
have hit Gulf neighbors during 
the war in the Middle East.

"It is Americans who started 
this war against us, attacking 
us, and we are defending our-
selves. So it is obvious that our 
missiles cannot reach the US 
soil," Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi told NBC's "Meet the 
Press."

"What we can do is to attack 
American bases and American 
installations around us, which 
are unfortunately in the soil 
of our, you know, neighbor 
countries."

Iran’s top diplomat says Iran, not 
Trump, will elect new leader

 Fire erupting at an oil depot in Iran's capital Tehran

Smoke rises from a high-rise building following a drone attack in Kuwait City

A smoke plume rises from an ongoing fire following an overnight airstrike on 
the Shahran oil refinery in northwestern Tehran

Israeli tanks gather at a position along the Israel-Lebanon border

Israel military says struck Iran 
Guards ‘space force’ HQ

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

The Israeli military said on 
Sunday it had struck what 

it described as the “space force 
headquarters” of Iran’s Revo-
lutionary Guards in Tehran.

“As part of the strikes, the 
IDF targeted and dismantled 

the Iranian regime’s IRGC 
Space Force headquarters,” 
the military said.

“The headquarters served 
as a reception, transmission 
and research centre for the 
Iranian Space Agency, which 
is affiliated with the regime’s 
military,” it said.

Warplanes hit five oil facilities in and around the Iranian capital, killing at least four people

Fuel distribution temporarily 
interrupted”, says Iran
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Tehran’s governor told the 
IRNA news agency that 

fuel distribution had been 
“temporarily interrupted” in 
the capital.

A dark haze hung over 
the city of 10 million people, 
blocking out the sun, and 
the smell of burning fuel lin-
gered in the air.Authorities 
warned the fumes could be 
toxic and urged citizens to 
stay indoors, but many win-
dows were blown out by the 
force of the blasts.

“The blaze has been burn-
ing for more than 12 hours, 
the air has become un-
breathable. I can’t even go 
out to do the daily shopping,” 
said one 35-year-old from  
Tehran.

“At first,  I  supported 
this war. After Khamenei’s 
death, I celebrated with my 
friends: we drank wine and 
we danced.

“But since yesterday... 
people say there’s not even 
any gasoline left at the gas 
stations,” she said in a text 
message to Europe.

Advanced 
missiles
Guards spokesman Ali Mo-

hammad Naini said Iran 
had so far used only first- and 
second-generation missiles, 
but would use "advanced and 
less-used long-range missiles" 
in the coming days. Iran’s 
health ministry said yester-
day that at least 1,200 civilians 
had been killed and around 
10,000 wounded. Lebanon’s 
health minister said at least 
394 people had been killed in 
Israeli air strikes. 

Israeli police and first responders gather at the site of an Iranian missile strike 
in the center of the Israeli coastal city of Tel Aviv

Iranian refugees stand 
with their belongings 
after crossing the 
border from Iran to 
Armenia at a border 
check point in the 
southern Armenian 
town of Meghri

A US Air Force C-17A 
Globemaster III lands at 
RAF Fairford in south-
west England


