
Djokovic vanquishes exhaustion to 
push through to Shanghai quarters

Serb shrugs off ankle scare and exhaustion to keep Shanghai Masters title hopes alive

• Beat Spain’s Jaume 
Munar 6-3, 5-7, 6-2

• Survived medical 
timeouts and long rallies

• Players struggle 
with heat, humidity

AFP | Shanghai

Novak Djokovic 
banished exhaus-
t i o n  a n d 

played through an an- k l e 
injury scare to make it to 
the quarterfinals of the 
Shanghai Masters yes-
terday, beating Spain’s 
Jaume Munar 6-3, 5-7, 6-2.

The victory keeps Djokovic 
on track as the favourite to 
take a record-extending 
fifth title in the Chinese 
financial hub, with other 
top seeds already with-
drawn or knocked out.

The 38-year- old almost 
looked like he might not be 
able to continue when the match 
went to a decider, but conjured 

up the energy to break his dec-
ade-younger opponent 
twice in the third set.

“ T h a n k  y o u , 
thank you everyone, I 
love you!” he shout-
ed in Chinese t o 
the ador-
ing 

crowd before leaving court al-
most immediately after 

play finished.
The 24 -t ime 

Grand Slam 
champion 

h a d 

a good start, breaking in the 
fourth game, but shortly after-
wards had to take a medical 
break when his left ankle slid 
out behind him as he rushed 
towards the net.

He grimaced in pain as he 
was attended to by an 

on-court phys-
io, but man-

aged to re-

sume to hold the fifth game.
Djokovic received treatment 

briefly again during a break 
in play in the second set, and 
looked increasingly fatigued, 
crouching over frequently in 
between rallies.

Serbian-flag-waving Chinese 
fans roared in support, but 41st-
ranked Munar ultimately broke 
in the 12th game after an un-
forced error from his opponent.

An agonised Djokovic dropped 
to the floor and remained splayed 
out on court with his chest heav-
ing, as his team rushed over.

But he picked himself up and 
in the third set had an incredible 
revival, breaking in the first and 
seventh games and sending the 
stadium into a frenzy.

Djokovic is the highest-rank-
ing player left in the competi-
tion.

World number one Carlos 
Alcaraz withdrew from the 
tournament to rest, and second, 
third and fourth-ranked Jannik 
Sinner, Alexander Zverev and 
Taylor Fritz have all been elim-
inated.

The event in Shanghai has 
been beset by injuries, as play-
ers have battled temperatures 

of over 30 Celsius and humidity 
levels peaking at over 80 per-
cent.

Sinner was forced to retire on 
Sunday after being seized with 
extreme cramps.

World number 11 Holger 
Rune, who has also struggled 
with the conditions, called yes-
terday for tennis authorities to 
bring in a heat policy for events 
like Shanghai.

The Dane is through to the last 
eight after he took out France’s 
Giovanni Mpetshi Perricard 6-4, 
6-7 (7/9), 6-3.

Djokovic kept the 
crowd energized by 

thanking fans in Chi-
nese after his dramatic 
win, then left court im-
mediately still showing 
signs of physical strug-

gle and exhaustion
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Raducanu retires from opening 
match in Wuhan heat with dizziness

AFP | Wuhan

Emma Raducanu had her 
blood pressure and other 

vitals checked before retiring 
from her Wuhan Open first-
round match with dizziness 
when down 6-1, 4-1 to Ameri-
can Ann Li yesterday.

The British world number 
30 appeared to be struggling 
with the conditions as temper-
atures soared to 30 C, forcing 
tournament organisers to ap-
ply the heat rule in the first 
two days of competition.

Raducanu broke in the open-
ing game of the match but im-
mediately lost her advantage 
and would not win another 
game in a 28-minute first set.

The 2021 US Open champion 
received medical attention five 
games into the second set.

She made the call to retire, 
sending Li into a second-round 
meeting with ninth-seeded 

Ekaterina Alexandrova.
The heat rule allows play-

ers to take a 10-minute break 
between the second and third 
sets, and means the tourna-
ment can partially or fully 
close the roof to protect play-
ers from the heat.

In the Raducanu-Li match 
the roof was partially closed.

Earl ier,  four-t ime ma-
jor champion Naomi Osaka 
claimed her first-ever victo-
ry at the Wuhan Open with 
a hard-fought 4-6, 7-5, 6-3 
victory over Canada’s Leylah 
Fernandez.

In a tense two-hour 30-min-
ute affair, the 11th-seeded Osa-
ka fired 41 winners and 56 un-
forced errors.

Osaka, who is playing in 
Wuhan for the first time since 
2017, awaits in-form Lin-
da Noskova or Kazakhstan’s 
Yulia Putintseva in the second 
round.

Britain’s Emma Raducanu hits a return to USA’s Ann Li
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Novak Djokovic hits a return

30 days remain until WEC lights up BIC 
track in Bapco Energies 8 Hours of Bahrain
Manama

Bahrain International Cir-
cuit (BIC), the Home of 

Motorsport in the Middle 
East, will host the Bapco En-
ergies 8 Hours of Bahrain, the 
eighth and final round of the 
FIA World Endurance Cham-
pionship (WEC), on 7 and 8 
November.

BIC is inviting fans to pur-
chase their tickets early to en-
joy an action-packed weekend 
on and off the track, featuring 
a full programme of races and 
family entertainment suitable 
for all ages.

The FIA World Endurance 
Championship is the second 
largest championship organ-
ised by the Federation Inter-
nationale de l’Automobile (FIA) 
after Formula 1.  The spirit of 
Le Mans returns to Sakhir 
through the 8 Hours of Bah-
rain, which brings together 
top international motorsport 
stars, as well as some of the 
fastest and most technological-
ly advanced cars from leading 
global brands.

The championship is re-
nowned for its high-perfor-
mance endurance racing, fea-
turing two main classes:  Hy-
percar and LMGT3.  More than 
35 teams are expected to line 
up on the starting grid, prom-
ising a unique experience for 
motorsport fans.

The championship in-

cludes prominent racing 
names, such as former Formu-
la 1 World Champion Jenson 
Button, Mick Schumacher, 
Kevin Magnussen, Antonio 
Giovinazzi, Sébastien Buemi, 
Robert Kubica, and Kamui  
Kobayashi.

This year’s Bapco Energies 
8 Hours of Bahrain will be the 
14th WEC race held in Sakhir 
and the seventh under its cur-
rent eight-hour format, making 
it the only race of this duration 
on the world champion-ship 
calendar.

In addition to the endurance 

race, BIC will host the opening 
round of the Porsche Carrera 
Cup Middle East, providing 
even more excitement for mo-
torsport fans.

As usual, BIC’s entertainment 
area will be filled with fam-
ily activities and side events 
off the track.  For the fourth 
consecutive year, the environ-
mentally friendly Green Ticket 
Initiative, launched by BIC in 
partnership with Bapco Ener-
gies, returns, with a portion of 
ticket proceeds donated to the 
Bahrain Mangrove Initiative 
in support of environmental 

sustainability.
Tickets are available at BD 

5.5 for adults and BD 2.75 for 
children for both race days.  
They can be purchased at bah-
raingp.com or by calling +973-
17450000.

 Luxury hospitality pack-
ages (Le Mans Spirit Club) 
are also available at a price of 
BD290 for two days, with dis-
counts for tables of ten peo-
ple.  The package includes 
premium hospitality services 
and an exclusive atmosphere 
overlooking the main starting  
grid.


