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No steering wheel. No pedals. 
Tesla’s Cybercab hits the road

TDT | agencies 

Waymo was already offering 
self-driving rides in US cities.

But its vehicles still had the 
familiar steering wheel 
and pedals.

Tesla, however, gets rid of 
those too.

Its Cybercab has 
n o  s t e e r i n g 
w h e e l ,  n o 
pedals and 
n o  h u m a n 
driver — and is now 
entering the US robotaxi 
race against companies like 
Waymo and Uber.

First unveiled in October 
2024, the gold-coloured Cy-
bercab was designed specif-
ically as a driverless taxi, 
with space for two pas-
sengers.

Tesla  CEO 
Elon Musk re-
cently posted 
an image of 
a  Cybercab 
looming over 
Austin, Texas, 
with a cloud 
of  dust  be-
hind it.

And the futur-
istic taxis are no 
longer just a con-
cept.

Cybercabs have been spotted 
on Austin’s streets, while pas-
sengers have started seeing the 
vehicle as an option on Tesla’s 
updated app.

At an invite-only launch event 
in Austin, attendees reportedly 
became some of the first people 
to ride in the driverless Cyber-
cabs. The vehicles are expected 

to become available to 
the public from Fri-

day.

Musk has even predicted a 
“storm of Cybercabs” in the 
Texas capital.

Tesla says the vehicles could 
make transportation safer and 
easier, particularly for elderly 
and disabled passengers.

But Tesla is not starting from 
scratch. Last year, the company 
launched its Robotaxi service 
in Austin using Model Y SUVs, 
gradually expanding it to other 
cities in Texas, Florida and Cal-
ifornia.

There is, how-
e ve r,  a  c a t c h . 

Some state regulations still 
require a human supervi-

sor or driver to be ready 
to take control if nec-

essary.
Waymo,  mean-

while, already op-
erates its autono-

mous ride-hailing 
service in 

11 US cities. Tesla had 
registered 314 robotaxis in Tex-
as as of Wednesday, including 
45 Cybercabs, according to FSD 
Database data based on Texas 
DMV records.

Analysts expect Tesla to take 
a slow approach to the rollout, 
learning from early users before 
expanding the service.

And that sets up a much big-
ger race. Can Tesla, Waymo 

and the other robotaxi 
companies make au-

tonomous rides 
safe, scalable 

— and even-
tually cheap-
er than a hu-
man-driven 

taxi?
For now, Te-

sla is just get-
ting started.

Volkswagen plant to be converted 
for Israeli defence group Rafael

AFP | Frankfurt, Germany

Crisis-wracked German 
auto giant Volkswa-

gen said yesterday that 
one of its plants would be 
sold off and converted to 
make defence equipment 
after car production ends 
there.

It is part of a sweep-
ing overhaul at Europe’s 
top carmaker, which is 
already pushing through 
the biggest job-cutting 
drive in global auto in-
dustry history as it battles 
Chinese competition, US 
tariffs and patchy electric 
car sales.

The announcement is 
also the latest tie-up be-
tween Germany’s ailing 
auto industry and the 
defence sector, which 
is booming as countries 
build up their militaries to 
face an increasingly dan-
gerous world.

VW’s Osnabrueck plant, 
in northwest Germany, 
is to be sold to Tel Aviv-
based investors Aurelius 
Capital and the German 
state of Lower Saxony, a 
major VW shareholder, 
with an initial air defence 
project planned for the 
Israeli firm Rafael Ad-
vanced Defence Systems.

They did not disclose 

the sale price.
“With today’s agree-

ment, we are taking an 
important step towards 
opening up a new indus-
trial future for the site,” 
Volkswagen CEO Oliver 
Blume said.

“Volkswagen stands by 
its responsibility for Os-
nabrueck,” he said.

The company is seeking 
to slash production capac-
ities as it struggles with 
weak demand, and had 
already decided in 2024 to 
end vehicle production at 
the factory by 2027.

The deal will guarantee 
that at least 1,200 out of 
1,800 jobs are preserved 
at the factory, VW’s works 
council said.

The project with Rafael 

will focus on the potential 
manufacture of systems 
and components for air 
defence systems for Ger-
many and Europe, the 
carmaker said, without 
giving further details.

“We are building a long-
term industrial relation-
ship with our German 
partners, with the aim 
that the technology will 
be fully produced in Ger-
many, in order to protect 
Germany and Europe,” 
said Yoav Tourgeman, Ra-
fael’s president and CEO.

The Osnabrueck site, 
which dates back 125 
years, currently produc-
es the Volkswagen T-Roc 
Cabriolet as well as the 
Cayman and Boxster for 
its sister brand Porsche.

US safety 
regulator 
probes Tesla’s 
Cybercab
Washington, United States

US auto safety regulators 
have opened an inquiry 

into Tesla’s driverless Cy-
bercab, questioning how the 
company concluded that a 
vehicle with no steering 
wheel, pedals or mirrors 
meets federal safety rules.

In a filing late Thursday, 
the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration 
said it would examine the 
process and technical data 
Tesla relied on when certi-
fying the two-seater vehicle.

The announcement came 
hours after the company be-
gan deploying the Cyber-
cab commercially in Austin, 
Texas after a launch event.

In the United States, au-
tomakers certify their own 
vehicles as compliant with 
the federal standards.

Tesla notified the agency 
it had certified the Cyber-
cab as meeting all applica-
ble standards, and that it 
planned to widen deploy-
ment to more vehicles and 
more locations.

Tesla had registered 314 
robotaxis in Texas as of 
Wednesday, including 45 
Cybercabs, according to 
FSD Database, based on 
data from the Texas Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles.
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