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HM King attends wedding of minister’s grandson

Bahrain was treated to a total lunar eclipse yesterday evening. The Moon turned a deep red as it passed fully into Earth’s shadow — an effect popularly known as a “blood moon.” The next event of this 
kind is not expected until December 2028. The partial phase began around 7:30 p.m., totality following shortly after, peaking at 9:11 p.m., and ending at 10:56 p.m. Mosques across the Kingdom held eclipse 
prayers, following the prophetic tradition observed during solar and lunar eclipses. Worshippers gathered to perform the prayers and reflect on the occasion’s religious significance. The spectacle drew 
wide interest from residents and citizens alike, blending scientific wonder with spiritual meaning. With the Moon draped in red, Bahrain’s night sky offered an exceptional natural scene. A total lunar eclipse 
occurs when the Moon moves completely into Earth’s umbra (the darkest part of its shadow), filtering sunlight through the atmosphere and giving the Moon its reddish hue. (Pictures by Aji Mathai)

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, accompanied by his sons, attended the wedding of H.E. Shaikh Khalid bin Nasser bin Khalid bin Ahmed bin Salman Al Khalifa, grandson of H.E. Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, Minister of the Royal Court, 
held at his majlis in Riffa. The Royal Court Minister expressed gratitude to HM the King for attending the wedding of his grandson Shaikh Khalid bin Nasser and for His Majesty’s congratulations.
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Dream Builders
Youth policies link classrooms, careers, and courts

• Model Sports 
Schools unveiled

• Transitional 
year proposed

• Ministry youth 
committee leads

Mahir Haneef
TDT | Manama

His Highness Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, Representa-

tive of His Majesty the King for 
Humanitarian Work and Youth 
Affairs and Chairman of the Su-
preme Council for Youth and 
Sports (SCYS), yesterday placed 
education and sport at the cen-
tre of Bahrain’s next phase of 
youth empowerment, announc-
ing the launch of the Model 
Sports Schools Project for the 
2025–2026 academic year.

The project will assign each 
participating school a specif-
ic sport and combine it with a 

comprehensive educational pro-
gramme that balances academic 
rigour with athletic training, 
nutrition, and gender-inclusive 
participation. HH Shaikh Nass-
er described the initiative as “a 
strategic step towards building 
an integrated generation capa-
ble of excelling in sports and 
academics,” urging all stake-
holders to ensure its success.

The SCYS meeting also re-
viewed a groundbreaking pro-
posal - the introduction of a 
transitional year between school 
and university. The recommen-

dation, presented by the Min-
istry of Legal Affairs, aims to 
give students more clarity on 
their academic and profession-
al paths, while strengthening 
career guidance and ensuring 
education aligns with labour 
market demands. HH Shaikh 
Nasser directed that the propos-
al be submitted to the Education 
Minister for consideration.

In parallel, the Council spot-
lighted the expansion of the ‘Try 
To Work’ Community Partner-
ship Programme, presented by 
the Bahrain Chamber of Com-

merce and Industry. The initi-
ative, now in its fourth edition, 
immerses 15 to 18-year-olds in 
private-sector career tracks 
ranging from engineering to 
entrepreneurship and content 
creation. The Council directed 
the Chamber to widen partic-
ipation and position the pro-
gramme as a national model for 
equipping youth with practical, 
market-ready skills.

Adding weight to the meet-
ing’s outcomes, the Ministry of 
Works received commendation 
for establishing the first youth 

committee within a government 
agency. The move, hailed as a 
pioneering step, aims to deepen 
communication between young 
professionals and senior lead-
ership while embedding inno-
vation and excellence in gov-
ernment work. The SCYS urged 
other authorities to replicate the 
model, highlighting its potential 
to reshape institutional culture.

HH Shaikh Nasser and HH Shaikh Khalid chair the meeting

What SCYS
Agreed

Launch of Model Sports 
Schools Project for 2025–
2026

Study to create a transitional 
year before university

Expansion of ‘Try To Work’ 
career programme

Establishment of first gov-
ernment youth committee 
at Ministry of Works

Call for other authorities to 
set up youth committees

Four arrested for 
shrimping with 
banned nets
TDT | Manama

The Coast Guard seized 
a boat carrying four 

Asians in possession of 
shrimp caught using banned 
bottom trawl nets (karaf ), 
in violation of Ministeri-
al Resolution No. (205) of 
2018 prohibiting bottom 
trawling.

The Interior Ministry 
announced the arrest was 
part of ongoing efforts to 
address violations related to 
fishing practices and tools, 
and to ensure fishermen’s 
compliance with laws and 
regulations.

The Coast Guard ex-
plained that the seized 
boat was found in violation 
of several other require-
ments, including cover-
ing its registration plates, 
l a c k i n g  a n  Au t o m a t i c 
Identification System (AIS) 
device, safety equipment, 
and legal documentation 
related to the vessel and  
crew.

20,000 sign 
up for Hajj
TDT | Manama

The Supreme Committee 
for Hajj and Umrah Af-

fairs announced that over 
20,000 people have reg-
istered for Hajj 1447 AH / 
2026 since the electronic 
registration has opened last 
Wednesday.

The committee con-
firmed that those who meet 
the conditions will receive 
preliminary acceptance no-
tifications after the regis-
tration period ends on Sep-
tember 16.



Bahrain’s Economic Vision 2030 was launched in 2008 as a long-term plan 
to diversify the economy and improve quality of life, with infrastructure and 

transport seen as key pillars.
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Bahrain’s Smart Transit Breakthrough
First-of-its-kind project unveiled

• Landmark 
transport milestone

• Vision 2030 alignment

• Passenger 
experience upgrade

Mahir Haneef
TDT| Manama

Bahrain has marked a mile-
stone in its digital trans-
formation with the launch 

of the Kingdom’s first digital bus 
station, a pioneering step hailed 
as a breakthrough for public 
transport and smart mobility.

The Ministry of Transporta-
tion and Telecommunications 
signed a strategic cooperation 
agreement with stc Bahrain to 
establish the hub, which officials 
say will consolidate Bahrain’s 
position as a regional leader in 

smart and sustainable urban 
mobility.

Milestone project
H.E. Fatima Abdullah Al-

Dhaen, Undersecretary of Land 
Transport and Post, said the new 
station represented a significant 
advance in the country’s trans-

port sector. She noted that the 
initiative strengthens reliance 
on advanced digital solutions, 
enhances the passenger expe-
rience, and supports national 
efforts towards sustainable 
communities under Bahrain 
Economic Vision 2030 and the 
United Nations Sustainable De-

velopment Goal 11.
Sh. Zeyad bin Faisal Al Khal-

ifa, Chief Government Affairs 
Officer at stc Bahrain, described 
the move as more than a techno-
logical upgrade, calling it a stra-
tegic investment in transport in-
frastructure and the Kingdom’s 
economic future. He said the 

station would support the gov-
ernment’s digital transformation 
agenda through intelligent, con-
nected, and sustainable mobility 
solutions that drive competitive-
ness and serve the public.

Blueprint for future
The stc Digital Bus Station is 

designed to serve as a blueprint 
for future smart transport hubs 
across Bahrain. Officials say it 
will enable data-driven trans-

port planning, improve service 
reliability, and contribute to the 
sustainability of the national 
economy.

The agreement also highlights 
the importance of public–pri-
vate partnerships in advancing 
Bahrain’s comprehensive de-
velopment and showcases stc 
Bahrain’s role in leveraging tech-
nology to empower communi-
ties, drive growth, and enhance 
quality of life.

Representatives from the Ministry of Transportation and Telecommunications and stc Bahrain H.E. Fatima Abdullah Al-Dhaen and Sh. Zeyad bin Faisal Al Khalifa sign the 
agreement

India’s GST 2.0 reforms: 
bold, scientific and historic 
in equal measures 
By H.E. Ambassador Vinod K 
Jacob. 

On 15th August 2025, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 

had, during his Independence 
Day speech, spoken about 
the intention to carry out the 
Next-Generation reforms in 
Goods and Sales Tax (GST). 

Working with a sense of pur-
pose, the GST Council compris-
ing the Union and the States 
collectively agreed in early Sep-
tember 2025 to GST rate cuts 
and reforms, which is expected 
to benefit the common man, 
farmers, MSMEs, middle-class, 
women and youth.

Welcoming these reforms, 
Prime Minister Modi observed, 
“The wide ranging reforms will 
improve lives of our citizens 
and ensure ease of doing busi-
ness for all, especially small 
traders and businesses.”

The pith and substance of the 
GST reforms 

At its core these reforms sim-
plify the processes related to 
India’s GST system with a two 
tier tax structure (5 % and 18 
%) which also facilitates filing 
through efficient technology.

The higher 40% rate is re-
served for goods such as tobac-
co and luxury products.

In case of essential goods and 
daily use items, the drop in GST 
rates is considerable and the 
concomitant benefits are ex-
pected to reach the consumers 
efficaciously. 

In case of high value items 
like cars and appliances the 
rates are going down from 28% 
to 18%.

It is reasonable to expect 
therefore that the arrival of 
lower taxes would encourage 
more consumption and give a 
boost to industrial and econom-
ic growth. 

The way forward 
The revised rates and exemp-

tions will come into effect from 
22nd September 2025, ensuring 
timely relief for the common 
man, households, farmers, and 
businesses.

Only exception will be spec-
ified goods namely, cigarettes, 
chewing tobacco products like 
zarda, unmanufactured tobacco 
and beedi, for which the ex-
isting rates of GST and com-
pensation cess will continue to 
apply and the new rates will be 
implemented at a later date to 
be notified, based on discharg-
ing of entire loan and interest 
liabilities on account of com-
pensation cess. 

In other words, effective 
from 22nd September 2025, the 
reforms are expected to build a 
simpler, fairer, and growth-ori-
ented GST framework, ensuring 
both ease of living for people 
and ease of doing business for 
enterprises.

GST 2.0 has the potential to 
make India more competitive 

The emphasis on achieving 
simplicity of tax structure has 
been a guiding lodestar for In-
dia ever since the GST frame-
work was introduced in the last 
decade. 

With the learnings of the past 
eight years, the governments at 
the Union and in the States and 
Union Territories have worked 
scientifically and constructive-
ly to address new challenges 
posed by the international eco-
system and other domestic con-
straints to create an advanced 
system. 

It is accepted wisdom that a 
simpler and unified tax system 
will cut trade costs and boost 
exports. 

Indian economy can utilise 
these reforms to make the 
country a stronger player in 
the global market. 

At a 5 % rate of tax, it becomes 
an attractive proposition in any 
geography.

This will also further the 
impetus for inclusive growth 
within India. The initial feed-
back from Indian industry is 
one of excitement and deter-
mination.

These reforms, occuring in 
the immediate aftermath of the 
announcement of Q1 2025 GDP 
growth rate of 7.8% for the Indi-
an economy, reinforces our col-
lective commitment to ensuring 
the stability and promoting the 
prosperity of the international 
system.

This approach is an article 
of firm conviction for Indian 
foreign policy and is expected 
to enrich all its bilateral rela-
tionships including with the 
friendly Kingdom of Bahrain in 
the years to come.

(The author is the Ambas-
sador of India to the Kingdom 
of Bahrain since August 2023. 
He has previously served as 
Director General for Econom-
ic Diplomacy in the Indian 
Ministry of External Affairs 
from 2017 to 2018.)

H.E. Ambassador Vinod K Jacob

The GST Council com-
prising the Union and 
the States collectively 
agreed in early Sep-
tember 2025 to GST 

rate cuts and reforms.

ICAI Bahrain Hosts Session 
on ‘Future of Capital’

TDT | Manama

The Institute of Chartered 
Accountants  of  India 

(ICAI), Bahrain Chapter, suc-
cessfully kicked off its 2025-
26 technical sessions with a 
well-attended event titled “Fu-
ture of Capital – Investment 
Reimagined.”

Held on September 6, 2025, at 
the Diplomat Radisson Blu Ho-
tel in Manama, the session drew 
over 150 participants eager to 

gain insights into the evolving 
investment landscape.

Speakers
The speakers for the event 

were Mr. Ajay Sharma, Presi-
dent of Edelweiss, Singapore, 
Mr.  Gaurav Sharma, CFA, 
Solutions Portfolio Manager 
at Franklin Templeton Invest-
ment Solutions, Dubai and 
Mr. Veerappan Aiyappan, CFA, 
FRM, MBA, Director at EVA Mera 
Funds Investment Private Lim-
ited, India

Attendees were provided 
with valuable insights into 
global markets, various invest-
ment strategies, and effective 
wealth creation methods. To 
make the learning experience 
both fun and impactful, the 
session included an interactive 
game designed to help partic-
ipants better understand the 
capital market.

The event was a resounding 
success, thanks to the enthusi-
astic participation of the speak-
ers, members, and guests.

ICAI Bahrain officials with distinguished guests and participants

International Artistic Residency 
Program for Bahraini Artists

• Embassy of France 
launches event

• Apply before 
October 3rd

TDT | Manama

The Embassy of France in 
Bahrain, in partnership 

with the Bahrain Authority for 

Culture and Antiquities (BACA) 
and the Alliance Française Bah-
rain, has announced an excep-
tional opportunity for Bahraini 
artists: the 2026 International 
Residency Program at the “Cité 
Internationale des Arts” in Par-
is, France. 

This three-month, fully fund-
ed residency offers established 
and professional artists the 
chance to create, connect, and 
immerse themselves in France’s 
vibrant artistic scene. 

The program is open to all 
artistic disciplines, including 
architecture, design, street art, 
cinema, dance, literature, gas-
tronomy, crafts, fashion, music, 
photography, theater, and more. 

Selected participants will 
spend three months in resi-
dence in Paris between April 
2026 and April 2027.

It is a unique platform to de-
velop artistic projects, expand 
networks, and engage in inter-
cultural dialogue

Representatives from the Embassy of France, BACA and the Alliance Française Bahrain
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From Meetings to Mobile
BTEA links partnerships with tech rollout

• Private sector 
collaboration

• Digital tools 
for visitors

• Strategy 
2022–2026 focus

Mahir Haneef
TDT| Manama

The Bahrain Tourism and 
Exhibitions Authority 
(BTEA) has put both part-

nerships and digital innovation 
in the spotlight, hosting a major 
meeting for industry stakehold-
ers while unveiling new tools to 
enhance visitor experience.

The session brought togeth-
er more than 150 hotel repre-
sentatives and travel agents, in 
what officials said was part of 
the Authority’s ongoing drive 
to strengthen strategic ties and 
support the growth of the tour-
ism sector.

Dana Osama Al Saad, Deputy 
CEO of Resources and Projects 
at BTEA, stressed the importance 
of the private sector as a key 
partner in diversifying tourism 

offerings. She noted that clos-
er cooperation with operators 
would help position Bahrain as 
a destination of choice across 
multiple markets, with positive 
knock-on effects for the national 
economy.

Strategy and campaigns
Al Saad also reviewed upcom-

ing promotional campaigns and 
outlined highlights of the tour-
ism events calendar, while reaf-
firming the pillars of the sector 
strategy 2022–2026. She pointed 
to cultural and historical assets, 
as well as distinctive national 
identity, as anchors for sustained 
tourism development.

In a nod to the sector’s evolv-
ing needs, Al Saad highlighted 
the Authority’s new smartphone 
application and revamped web-
site. Both tools are designed 
to make tourism information 
and services more accessible 
to visitors, while delivering a 
smoother, digitally integrated 
experience.

By linking face-to-face in-
dustry engagement with tech-
nology rollout, the Authority 
signalled that the next phase of 
tourism growth will be defined 
by stronger partnerships and 
smarter platforms.

Dana Osama Al Saad and other BTEA officials at the event

GCC’s First Ambassadors Graduate
Initiative hailed as Gulf first

• GCC’s first 
programme

• Public–private 
partnership

• Youth 
empowerment focus

Mahir Haneef
TDT| Manama

Bahrain has celebrated the 
graduation of the first batch 

of “Consumer Protection Am-
bassadors,” marking the Gulf ’s 
first initiative of its kind aimed 

at training and empowering 
youth in consumer rights.

The programme, run in coor-
dination between the Ministry 
of Industry and Commerce and 
the Ministry of Youth Affairs, 
was held in July and August 
2025. It combined theoretical 
and practical training in com-
mercial law and complaint 
handling to foster a responsible 
consumer culture among young 
nationals.

Landmark initiative
H.E. Abdulla bin Adel Fakhro, 

Minister of Industry and Com-
merce, praised the graduates’ 
readiness to serve society, add-
ing that their work would help 

strengthen trust between con-
sumers and authorities. He also 
pointed to the strong private 
sector involvement, with Y.K. 
Almoayyed & Sons and JahezIn-
ternational providing field vis-
its and training opportunities. 
Several graduates were later 
recruited by these companies, 
underscoring the programme’s 
practical benefits.

Youth leadership
Rawan bint Najeeb Tawfi-

qi, Minister of Youth Affairs, 
stressed that the initiative goes 
beyond training to build lead-
ership capacity. She noted that 
graduates are now equipped to 
represent Bahrain regionally 

and internationally, highlighting 
the Kingdom’s commitment to 
youth empowerment.

Public–private impact
Officials said the programme 

underlined the value of public–
private cooperation in support-
ing national development, while 
showing how targeted training 
initiatives can yield immediate 
opportunities for young Bah-
rainis.

By graduating its first ambas-
sadors, Bahrain has established 
a new benchmark for youth in-
volvement in consumer protec-
tion, one that could inspire sim-
ilar initiatives across the GCC.

H.E. Abdulla bin Adel Fakhro with the graduates

Paulsson takes part in talks on global dispute resolution 
TDT | Manama

Professor Marike Patrani 
Paulsson, Secretary General 

of The Council for International 
Dispute Resolution of the King-
dom of Bahrain, participated in a 
dynamic panel on “Compulsory 
Mediation for International Dis-
putes” during the American So-

ciety of International Law (ASIL) 
Abroad Meeting in Singapore.

The meeting, held 3–4 Sep-
tember 2025, continued the 
theme of ASIL’s 119th Annual 
Meeting, “Traditions and Tran-
sitions in International Law.”

The panel moderated by Pro-
fessor Shahla Ali, from the Uni-
versity of Hong Kong, included Professor Paulsson, alongside Professor Tomoko Ishikawa, 

from Nagoya University and in-
dependent arbitrator Cameron 
Ford.

The discussions centered over 
mediation in investor-state dis-
pute settlement (ISDS), manda-
tory mediation, and the Singa-
pore Convention on Mediation.

It also explored the interplay 
between treaty-based dispute 

settlement and emerging medi-
ation frameworks, pointing to 
both opportunities and limita-
tions of integrating compulsory 
mediation into ISDS structures.

As part of the outcomes of this 
session, the panel agreed to work 
with ASIL on a follow-up project 
to present the “ASIL Singapore/
Michael Hwang Protocol”.

Prof. Marike Patrani Paulsson with participants

Interior Minister 
inaugurates advanced 
research vessel 
‘Al Mesaha 2050’
TDT | Manama

On behalf of His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman 

bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, His Excellency General 
Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah 
Al Khalifa, Minister of Interi-
or, inaugurated the advanced 
research vessel “Al Mesaha 
2050”.

The inauguration of the ves-
sel marks a key milestone in 
the National Strategy of the 
Survey and Land Registration 
Bureau (SLRB), which aims 
to develop a reliable national 
data system to support strate-
gic decision-making and serve 
economic development pro-
grammes.

Gen. Shaikh Rashid bin Ab-
dullah expressed pride in the 
achievements of the develop-
ment and modernisation pro-
cess led by His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, with 
the support of the government 
led by HRH the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister.

He affirmed that Bahrain’s 
security and stability consti-
tute a cornerstone for attract-
ing investment and advancing 
sustainable development ob-
jectives in line with the Gov-
ernment Programme.

The Interior Minister high-
lighted that the launch of Al 
Mesaha 2050 reflects the 
adoption of the latest systems 
and AI-supported technolo-
gies to monitor and protect the 
marine environment, enhance 
the safety of navigation routes, 
and support sustainable devel-
opment.

Gen. Shaikh Rashid bin Ab-
dullah emphasised that Bah-
rain provides a safe and at-
tractive environment for both 
local and foreign investments, 
supported by stable and flexi-
ble legislation, while develop-
ing mechanisms that sustain 
the national economy through 
the preservation of natural re-
sources, strengthening marine 
reserves, and implementing 
programmes that ensure a se-
cure maritime environment.

Arab suspect 
remanded over 
BD14,100 charged 
via stolen cards
Mohammed Daughter 
TDT | Manama

An Arab suspect is on 
remand after BD14,100 

went through a car show-
room’s online payment link 
using stolen bank cards 
issued by foreign finan-
cial institutions, the Pub-
lic Prosecution announced 
yesterday.

The case began with a 
report from an electronic 
payments firm of suspicious 
activity on its website. 

T h e  A n t i - E c o n o m i c 
Crimes Directorate at the 
General Directorate of An-
ti-Corruption and Econom-
ic and Electronic Security 
opened enquiries, identified 
the suspect and tied him to 
the transactions.

Payment link
Prosecutors said he ad-

mitted working with a per-
son abroad to exploit the 
showroom’s payment link to 
pay part of a vehicle’s price.

Eight bank cards from 
banks inside the Kingdom 
were seized from him.

Witnesses told investiga-
tors that, after the payment 
was processed, complaints 
arrived from cardholders 
who denied authorising the 
charges.
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Noise nightmare
Arad residents seek relief over dawn roadworks and blocked access
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Neighbours in  Block 
244, Arad, say months 
of roadworks on Roads 

4403 and 4402 have brought 
daily noise and blocked access, 
with crews starting as early as 
5 am, including weekends and 
public holidays.

The works to lay rainwater 
drains and sewer lines have, 
they say, dragged on and shut 
routes to homes and garages.

Residents report the din of 
heavy machinery from before 
dawn, which they say has been 
hard on older people and chil-
dren, and on those who need 
rest before work.

Digging

They add that after digging 
the contractor has left spoil and 

materials piled outside houses, 
kicking up dust and making it 
harder to move about.

According to neighbours, the 

works began in Ramadan and 
are still going.

They say the project engineer 
told them he holds a permit to 
begin early and to work on rest 
days and public holidays.

Complaints
Muharraq municipal council 

member Ahmed Al Moqahwi 
said he met the road engineer 
to discuss the complaints and 
asked for the job to be finished 
quickly.

He said the scheme is in its 
last stretch, with trenches due 
to be backfilled with sand next 
week to ease traffic, while road 
surfacing will follow later for 
technical reasons tied to the 
order of works.

“The scheme is in 
its last stretch, with 
trenches due to be 

backfilled with sand 
next week to ease 
traffic, while road 

surfacing will follow 
later for technical 
reasons tied to the 

order of works.” 
- AHMED AL MOQAHWI, MUHARRAQ 

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL MEMBER 

Bahraini Student 
Excels Globally

IIT Madras graduate shines  
in record time

• PhD completed 
in 4.5 years

• Research uses AI 
in drug discovery

• Schooling roots 
traced to Bahrain

Mahir Haneef
TDT | Manama

Dr. Fathima Ridha, who 
began her academic jour-

ney in Bahrain, has emerged 
as one of the fastest-rising 
researchers in bioinformat-
ics after completing both her 
Master’s and PhD at the Indian 
Institute of Technology (IIT) 
Madras in just 4.5 years.

A former student of the 
Asian School and New Millen-
nium School, Fathima pursued 
a Direct PhD programme at 
IIT Madras, India’s top-ranked 
engineering institute, after her 
Bachelor’s degree. She ear-
lier secured a Gold Medal in 
BTech Biotechnology from NIT 
Calicut.

Record feat
Her doctoral research fo-

cused on developing ma-
chine learning and AI-based 
computational tools to study 
membrane protein complex-
es, which are among the most 
important drug targets. The 
work contributes to better un-
derstanding of disease mech-
anisms and can help guide 
the design of more effective 
therapies.

Prestigious honours
With over 10 publications 

in high-impact peer-reviewed 
journals, Fathima has present-
ed her findings at conferences 
in Europe, Japan and Korea. 
She has won awards including 
the Royal Society of Chemistry 
Poster Prize and Best Flash 
Talk, and was also named an 
Institute Research Awardee 

in 2025.
Her exceptional perfor-

mance was recognised with 
the Prime Minister’s Research 
Fellowship (PMRF), India’s 
highest research fellowship 
for doctoral candidates.

Bahrain connection
Proud parents Mohammed 

Kutty Karuvanthodikayil and 
Babitha P.C. said her success 
reflects the strong academ-
ic foundation she gained in 
Bahrain. Her siblings, Ameena 
Rena and Rishal Mohammed, 
were also students of the Asian 
School.

Dr. Fathima’s rapid rise 
in academia, from Bahrain’s 
classrooms to India’s premier 
institute, has been hailed as an 
inspiration for the next gener-
ation of scientists.

KNOW WHAT

IIT Madras is ranked 
as India’s number one 
engineering institute 

by the National Institu-
tional Ranking Frame-
work (NIRF) for eight 

consecutive years.

Dr. Fathima Ridha

KCA Announces 25th Indian Talent Scan 2025  

Pradeep Puravankara
TDT | Manama

The Kerala Catholic Associ-
ation (KCA) has announced 

the launch of the 25th edition 
of its annual cultural festival, 
“KCA-BFC The Indian Talent 
Scan 2025.”

The event, which celebrates 
art, literature, and performing 
arts among children, is open to 
all Indian children in Bahrain 
and will run from October to 
December.

Organizing committee
A new organizing commit-

tee has been formed, with Mrs. 

Simi Leo making history as the 
first-ever Chairperson of the 
Talent Scan. She will be sup-
ported by Vice Chairmen Mr. K. 
M. Thomas and Mr. Joyal Jose, 
and Vice Chairpersons Mrs. 
Simi Asok and Mrs. Pretty Roy.

The advisory board will be 
led by Mr. Varghese Joseph, 
with Mr. Roy C. Antony, Mr. 
Sevi Mathunny, and Mr. Aruldas 
Thomas serving as members.

Registration for the events 
opened on September 4 and will 
close on September 30, 2025. 
This year’s edition will feature 
new events, with a special focus 
on team-based activities aimed 
at fostering personality develop-

ment. Competitions will begin 
on October 17

The event offers over 180 in-

dividual and team events, with 
awards including the pres-
tigious Kalathilakam & Kala-
prathibha Awards.

Children born between Oc-
tober 1, 2007, and September 
30, 2020, are eligible to partici-
pate and will be divided into five 
age groups. The event is a key 
platform for showcasing and 
nurturing the talents of young 
Indians in Bahrain. For more 
details contact  36268208

A press conference was held 
at the KCA, where details were 
shared by KCA President James 
John, General Secretary Vinu 
Christy, and other organizing 
committee members.  

KCA officials and members at a press conference

KNOW WHAT

The event is open to all 
Indian children in Bah-
rain and will run from 
October to December.

Asian faces trafficking charge

• Hearing set for 
9 September

TDT | Manama

An Asian defendant has 
been referred to the High 

Criminal Court on a human 
trafficking charge, with a hear-
ing on 9 September, following 
a Public Prosecution investi-
gation into claims the victim’s 
passport was seized and she 
was confined and threatened 
in a flat.

The Public Prosecution said 
the case began with a report 
from the Anti-Trafficking in 
Persons Directorate at the Gen-
eral Directorate of Crime De-
tection and Forensic Evidence, 
based on the victim’s complaint.

She said she came to Bahrain 
after a job offer; on arrival, her 
passport was taken, she was 
held in a flat and threatened 
to force her into unlawful acts.

According to a statement 
issued yesterday, prosecu-

tors started work as soon as 
the report was received and 
first took the victim’s detailed 
statement.

Measures
As part of the measures used 

in such cases, she was placed 
in the shelter run by the Na-
tional Committee to Combat 
Trafficking in Persons.

The Prosecution said legal 
steps were taken against the 
suspect and police were tasked 
with the necessary enquiries 
to establish the circumstanc-
es, including hearing from the 
officer who conducted them.

On completion of the in-
vestigation and in light of the 
evidence, the defendant was 
sent for trial before the High 
Criminal Court, with a hearing 
set for 9 September.

Bahrain stands out in 
Gulf dealmaking in Q1
TDT | Manama

Bahrain stood out in Gulf 
dealmaking in the first half 

of 2025, anchored by a $693 
million move in which Saudi 
Arabia’s ACWA Power bought 
ENGIE’s stakes in power and 
water assets in Bahrain and 
Kuwait, a report by Kuwait Fi-
nancial Centre ‘Markaz’ said.

Across the GCC, activity 
eased. Markaz counted 72 
transactions in the half, down 
22 per cent year on year.

The UAE led with 43 deals, 
followed by Saudi Arabia 
with 15. By 30 June, Bahrain 
accounted for 10 per cent of 
deals announced and in pro-
gress, with four transactions 
holding steady through the  
period.

Purchase
The ACWA Power purchase 

covers Bahrain’s Al Dur Power 
& Water Company, Al Ezzel 

Power Company and Hidd 
Power Company, and Kuwait’s 
Shamal Az-Zour Al-Oula Pow-
er and Water Company.

Foreign direct investment 
into Bahrain came through a 
single deal in H1 2025, com-
pared with two a year earlier. 
That is a 50 per cent drop.

Bahraini groups were ac-
tive across borders. Foulath 
Holding bought a 49 per cent 
stake in SULB Company and 
United Steel Company for $175 
million.

Holding
GFH Financial Group added 

15.63 per cent to its holding in 
Seef Properties, taking its stake 
to 27.98 per cent.

Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait 
(BBK) acquired HSBC’s retail 
banking operations in the 
Kingdom. Investcorp signed 
an agreement to acquire Ital-
ian firm Epipoli.

BSA global space 
challenge hackathon
TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Space Agen-
cy (BSA) announced the 

opening of registration for pro-
grammers, scientists, design-
ers, storytellers, technicians, 
entrepreneurs, artists, space 
enthusiasts and students of all 
ages and nationalities to take 
part in the eighth edition of 
the International Space Apps 
Challenge Hackathon.

This annual international 
competition is organised by 
the BSA under the supervision 
of the United States National 
Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration (NASA), in coopera-
tion with the Bahrain Society 
of Engineers. 

It will take place at the Uni-
versity of Bahrain campus in 
Sakhir and the Bahrain Poly-
technic campus in Isa Town, 
from October 4-5. Those wish-
ing to register may do so by vis-
iting the websites: (Isa Town) 

https://www.spaceappschal-
lenge.org/2025/local-events/
isa-town/ or (Sakhir) (https://
www.spaceappschallenge.
org/2025/local-events/sakh-
ir/)

The BSA highlighted that the 
Hackathon is open to partic-
ipants worldwide, who will 
form creative teams and use 
NASA’s open data to compete in 
developing solutions to a range 
of challenges facing the space 
industry today.

The concept of the 
hackathon is to en-

courage participants 
to devise innovative 

ideas to present space 
data in the form of 

applications, games, 
or other technological 

solutions.
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The war devastated 
much of Syria’s infra-

structure, with UN 
estimates putting the 
cost of reconstruction 

at more than $400 
billion.

KNOW WHAT

NBB participates in CPISP 
candidacy programme 2025

 Manama

The National Bank of 
Bahrain (NBB) recently 
participated in the 2025 

Candidacy Programme of the 
Crown Prince’s Internation-
al Scholarship Programme 
(CPISP), held at the Bahrain In-
stitute of Banking and Finance 
(BIBF) Auditorium.

Representing the Bank, Mar-
am Buallay, Acting Group Chief 
Human Resources Officer, and 
Donya Alansari, HR Assistant 
Manager, engaged with 100 stu-
dents competing for the pres-
tigious scholarship, providing 
them with a comprehensive 
overview of specialised majors 
within the banking and finan-
cial services industry. The ses-
sion also highlighted essential 
employability skills designed 
to enhance their readiness for 
future career opportunities. 

 Maram Buallay, Acting Group 
Chief Human Resources Officer 
of NBB, said, “Early engagement 
with aspiring candidates is es-
sential to shaping a workforce 
that is prepared for the de-
mands of tomorrow’s economy. 

By introducing students to the 
financial services sector and 
the skills it demands, we aim 

to broaden their perspective 
on what a future-ready career 
in this domain can look like. 

Initiatives like these are critical 
to nurturing a talent pipeline 
that supports individual ambi-

tion and contributes towards 
building national economic re-
silience.”

The attendees were encour-
aged to explore trending and 
niche disciplines to strengthen 
their competitiveness in the 
evolving job market, with an 
emphasis on aligning academ-
ic pathways with the market’s 
talent demand. NBB was also 
presented as an employer of 
choice that offers a structured 
internship programme to sup-
port students’ ambitions and 
help bridge the gap between 
academic learning and profes-
sional practice. 

The session further of-
fered an introduction to NBB’s 
growth strategy, which is driv-
en by investments in advanced 
technologies and regional ex-
pansion while maintaining a 
strong market position in Bah-
rain through consistent prof-
itability and customer service  
excellence.

By engaging with the CPISP 
candidates, the Bank reaffirmed 
its commitment to supporting 
national initiatives that nur-
ture the next generation of 
leaders and contribute to the 
Kingdom’s long-term economic 
progress.

Saudi launches Damascus 
area reconstruction project
Aid package includes a project to clear more than 75,000 cubic metres of rubble

• Rubble hinders 
humanitarian efforts 
and reconstruction

• Since Assad’s 
overthrow in December, 
Syria’s new authorities 
have worked to 
attract investment

AFP | Damascus, Syria

Saudi Arabia announced yes-
terday humanitarian pro-

jects for Syria including the re-
moval of wartime rubble around 
Damascus, weeks after inking 
investment deals worth billions 
to help rebuild the country’s 
infrastructure.

The kingdom has been a ma-
jor backer of the new Syrian 
government, which came to 
power after an Islamist-led of-
fensive toppled longtime Syrian 
ruler Bashar al-Assad in De-
cember.

At an event yesterday in Da-
mascus, the Saudi state-run 
King Salman Humanitarian 
Aid and Relief Centre (KSre-
lief ) announced an aid package 
that includes a project to clear 
more than 75,000 cubic metres 
of rubble from the capital and 
its surroundings.

The Saudi organisation’s pres-
ident Abdullah Al Rabeeah and 
Syrian minister for emergencies 

and disaster management Raed 
al-Saleh signed an agreement 
for the initiative, which includes 
plans to recycle at least 30,000 
cubic metres of debris from de-
stroyed homes and other build-
ings.

Saleh said the rubble hinders 
humanitarian efforts and recon-
struction, and that unexplod-
ed “war remnants threaten the 
lives of civilians”.

Other agreements inked yes-
terday would see Riyadh sup-
port the reconstruction of 34 
schools in Syria’s Aleppo, Idlib 
and Homs provinces, as well as 
provide equipment for 17 hos-
pitals nationwide, help rebuild 

some 60 bakeries, and rehabil-
itate sewage and water infra-
structure in Damascus.

KSrelief chief Rabeeah said 
that the projects seek to “ad-
dress several high-priority areas 
of urgent needs” and “alleviate 
the suffering of affected peo-
ple”.

Since Assad’s overthrow in 
December, Syria’s new author-
ities have worked to attract 
investment for the reconstruc-
tion of infrastructure destroyed 
in the country’s 14-year civil  
war.

In late July, Riyadh pledged 
$6.4 billion in investment and 
partnership deals with Syria.

A Syrian coppersmith uses a metallic tool as he makes a large tray, in front of a workshop in Damascus

Greek PM calls fraud 
in EU farm subsidies 
‘a chronic problem’
AFP | Thessaloniki, Greece

Greece’s prime minister 
said yesterday that alleged 

fraud of EU agricultural subsi-
dies was “a chronic problem” 
in his country’s farm sector 
that started before his govern-
ment’s mandate.

“Our government cannot 
take all the responsibility” in 
this matter, which is under 
investigation by the European 
Union, Prime Minister Kyr-
iakos Mitsotakis told a press 
conference.

He said that the fraud -- 
which Greek authorities es-
timate amounts to at least 23 
million euros ($27 million) -- 
started in 2016, before he came 
to power in 2019.

The EU probe, looking into 
allegations that fraudulent 
claimants syphoned off the 
money in massive graft, is 
mainly investigating the peri-
od since Mitsotakis’s conserv-
ative government took office.

EU investigators  three 
months ago raided the 
Athens offices of the 
Greek government 
agency that  han-
dled the payments, 
OPEKEPE, which has 
since been closed 
down.

T h e  E U 
p r o b e 
h a s 

shown widespread abuse of 
funds handed out by OPEKEPE, 
which according to the gov-
ernment annually disbursed 
more than three billion euros, 
mainly in subsidies to 680,000 
farmers.

A  p ro b e  s u b s e q u e n t l y 
launched by Greek authori-
ties examined 6,354 aid re-
cipients, of whom 1,036 were 
determined to have received 
illegal payments totalling 23 
million euros.

EU investigators have not yet 
given their own estimates of 
the alleged fraud or the num-
ber of suspect claimants.

Mitsotakis, speaking at an 
event in the northern city 
of Thessaloniki in which he 
presented his government’s 
economic plans for next year, 
admitted that his administra-
tion “did not manage to clean 
up OPEKEPE”.

He asserted that the funds 
wrongly disbursed “have start-
ed to be recovered” and that 

“the government is now on 
the right path to fix this 
problem”.

Those who illegally 
claimed EU subsidies 
mainly did so by mak-
ing false declarations 

about agricultural land 
they claimed to 

control and false 
claims about 

livestock, the 
premier said
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BisB launches Host-to-Host Connectivity solution to 
streamline corporate financial operations

• The service also 
facilitates real-time 
data exchange to 
give clients timely 
visibility over their 
financial position

Manama

Bahrain Islam-
i c  B a n k 
(BisB), 

the lead-
ing pro-
vider of 
i n n o -
vative 

Islamic finan-
cial solutions 
for  s impli-
fying money 
m a t t e r s  i n 

the Kingdom of Bahrain, has 
launched its Host-to-Host 
(H2H) Connectivity solution, 
an advanced payment integra-
tion system designed to trans-
form the way businesses man-
age their financial operations. 

The H2H Connectivity solu-
tion enables seamless connec-
tivity between BisB and its 
clients’ Enterprise Resource 
Planning (ERP) systems, deliv-
ering greater control, speed, 
and accuracy across core trans-
action processes. By digitising 
key functions such as payment 
initiation, cash management, 
and reconciliation, it reduces 
manual intervention and en-
hances liquidity management 

and operational efficiency. The 
solution supports flexible inte-
gration with any ERP platform 
via API or file-based methods, 
offering encrypted file transfers 
and multiple formats to meet 
diverse business needs. With 
automated reconciliation, re-
al-time email alerts, and 24/7 
availability, it ensures secure, 
efficient, and uninterrupted fi-
nancial operations.

The service also facilitates 
real-time data exchange to 
give clients timely visibility 
over their financial position. 
All transactions are reflected 
across both the ERP system and 
the Bank’s e-banking platform, 
simplifying reconciliation and 

improving oversight. To en-
sure robust data security, the 
solution uses digital certifi-
cates for mutual authentica-
tion between the Bank and its  
clients.

Mr. Yousif Ali Engineer, Act-
ing Chief Corporate and In-
stitutional Banking Officer at 
BisB, stated, “The launch of 
our H2H Connectivity solution 
marks a major leap forward in 
the way we support our corpo-
rate clientele. By integrating 
directly with their ERP systems, 
we are delivering a future-ready 
solution that enables real-time 
data exchange, significantly re-
duces operational friction, and 
enhances overall financial ef-

ficiency. With this innovation, 
we are providing our custom-
ers with a seamless payment 
processing experience that is 
aligned with their evolving 
needs.”

This launch underscores 
the Bank’s commitment to 
driving innovation and digital 
transformation across the fi-
nancial sector, while enabling 
businesses to operate with in-
creased speed and confidence. 
It also reflects BisB’s continued 
alignment with the Kingdom’s 
broader vision to strengthen its 
position as a regional leader in 
cutting-edge digital financial 
services.

Yousif Ali 
Engineer, Acting 
Chief Corporate 

and Institutional 
Banking Officer 

at BisB

Federal Reserve must be 'fully' immune to politics: top Trump aide
AFP | Washington, United States

The US Federal Reserve should 
remain totally independent 

of all political considerations, 
President Donald Trump's top 
economic aide Kevin Hassett 
-- seen as a favorite to eventu-
ally lead the central bank -- said 
yesterday.

Hassett, the head of the Na-
tional Economic Council, is seen 
as a possible successor to Fed 
chair Jerome Powell, who has 
come in for tough criticism from 
the Republican president.

Trump himself named Powell 
to the post during his first White 

House term. "I would say 100 
percent that monetary policy, 
Federal Reserve monetary poli-
cy, needs to be fully independent 
of political influence... including 
from President Trump," Hassett 
told CBS's "Face the Nation with 
Margaret Brennan."

"Central bank independence 
is something that... Democrats 
and Republicans and the White 
House all agreed about," Hassett 
added.

"We've looked at countries 
that have allowed the leaders to 
take over the central banks, and 
what tends to happen is that it's 
a recipe for inflation and misery 

for consumers."
But Hassett did question 

whether the bank under Pow-
ell was "as independent as we 
would like, as transparent as 
we would like? And I think that 
there's some dispute about that."

Trump has repeatedly bashed 
Powell for not cutting interest 
rates in the world's largest econ-
omy as quickly as the president 
believes he should.

He briefly considered trying 
to oust him, before pulling back 
from that idea, as financial mar-
kets remained volatile. Powell's 
term ends in May 2026.

Hassett refused to be drawn 

about his prospects at the Fed, 
telling CBS he was focused on his 
current post.

When asked about the upcom-
ing Supreme Court ruling on 
whether a large part of Trump's 
aggressive tariffs are legal, Has-
sett voiced optimism, calling an 
eventual decision against the 
administration a "very unlikely 
scenario."

A federal appeals court found 
that Trump exceeded his au-
thority in tapping emergency 
economic powers to impose 
wide-ranging duties, but his ad-
ministration has taken the fight 
to the top court.

‘Build, baby, build’: Canada 
PM’s plan to counter Trump
• Unemployment 
rate hit 7.1 percent in 
August, the highest 
level since 2016

• Carney has 
repeatedly said 
Canada “can be an 
energy superpower”

• Greenpeace has 
accused the prime 
minister of backing 
“climate-wrecking 
infrastructure” 

• Despite Carney’s 
efforts to secure 
Indigenous backing for 
his major projects push, 
their concern persists

AFP | Montreal, Canada

On the night he won Cana-
da’s election, Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney sum-

marized his plan to jumpstart 
the country’s economy in 
response to President 

Donald Trump’s threats.
“Build, baby, build!” 

Carney told a jubilant 
crowd of Liberal 
party supporters in 
April.

I n  t h e  e a r l y 
weeks of his first 
t e r m ,  C a r n e y ’s 
plans to build have 
taken shape, head-
lined by the new 
“Major Projects Of-
fice”, launched 
l a s t 

month to spearhead the 
construction of ports, 

highways, mines and 
perhaps a new oil 
pipeline -- a con-
tentious subject 
for groups con-
cerned about the 
environment.

T h e  o f f i c e , 
which is expected 

to announce its priori-
ties in the coming days, 

was formed after Car-
ney’s Liberals secured 

cross-party support 
to pass legislation 
empowering his 
government to 

f a s t -

track “na-
tion-building 
projects.”

“ W e  a r e 
moving at a 
speed not seen 

in generations,” 
Carney said, a level 

of urgency he argues is required 
as Trump reshapes the global 
economy.

Trump’s threats to annex Can-
ada have eased, but his trade war 
is hurting the Canadian econ-
omy.

US tariffs on autos, steel and 
aluminum have squeezed the 
three crucial sectors and led to 
job losses.

The unemployment rate hit 7.1 
percent in August, the highest 
level since 2016 outside of the 
pandemic.

That “adds to evidence that 
the trade war is taking its toll 

on Canadian labor 
markets,” RBC 

senior econ-
omist Claire 

Fan said this week.

‘Economy in peril’
Since entering politics 

earlier this year, Carney has in-
sisted Canada needs to break 
its decades-long reliance on US 
trade by revitalizing internal 
commerce while pursuing new 
markets in Europe and Asia.

During a visit to Germany last 
month, Carney said his govern-
ment was “unleashing half a tril-
lion dollars of investment” in 
infrastructure for energy, ports 

and other sectors.
Jay Khosla, an energy expert 

at the Public Policy Forum, said 
the momentum to build would 
not have been possible without 
Trump.

“We know our economy is in 
peril,” he said, noting Canada 
was effectively “captured eco-
nomically,” because of its close-
ness to the United States.

‘Energy superpower’?
Canada is the world’s fourth 

largest oil exporter and its crude 
reserves are the world’s third 
largest.

Most of its resources are in 
the western province of Alberta, 
which exports almost exclusive-
ly to the United States, as Can-
ada lacks the infrastructure to 
efficiently get energy products 
to other foreign markets.

Former prime minister Justin 
Trudeau, Carney’s predeces-
sor, put climate change at the 
center of his political brand and 
faced criticism from some over 
his perceived lack of support for 
the energy sector.

In a shift from the Trudeau 
era, Carney’s Liberals now sup-
port exporting liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) to Europe.

“What we heard loud and 

clear from German  LNG  buy-
ers and  LNG  users is they be-
lieve there is demand and 
they want to buy our products” 
Energy Minister Tim Hodgson 
said in Berlin last week.

Carney has repeatedly said 
Canada “can be an energy su-
perpower.”

But not everyone is enthusias-
tic about that plan.

Greenpeace has accused the 
prime minister of backing “cli-
mate-wrecking infrastructure” 
while ignoring clean energy.

Carney could likely press 
ahead despite concerns from 
pro-climate NGOs, but support 
from Indigenous leaders -- for 
whom safeguarding the environ-
ment is top priority -- is seen as 
essential.

Despite Carney’s efforts to 
secure Indigenous backing for 
his major projects push, their 
concern persists.

“We know how it feels to have 
Trump at our border. Let’s not 
do that and have Trump-like pol-
icies,” said Cindy Woodhouse, 
the national chief of the Assem-
bly of First Nations, in a swipe 
at Carney’s backing for energy 
infrastructure.

“Let’s take  the time  and do 
things properly.”
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OPEC was founded in 
1960 in Baghdad, Iraq, 
with just five member 
countries — Iran, Iraq, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, 
and Venezuela. Today, 

it has expanded to 
include 13 member 

nations, and together 
they control about 
80% of the world’s 
proven crude oil re-

serves, making OPEC 
one of the most influ-
ential players in the 

global energy market.

KNOW WHAT

Key OPEC+ members 
boost oil production

To increase production by 137,000 barrels a day (bpd) from next month

• Oil prices are 
currently hovering 
around $65-70 
per barrel

• Real test for 
OPEC+ will be the 
last three months 
of this year

• Oil specialists 
are keeping a 
close eye on 
Moscow’s war 
in Ukraine

AFP | London, United Kingdom

Eight key members of the 
OPEC+ alliance said yes-
terday they have agreed 

to again boost oil production, in 
a strategy analysts saw as a bid 
to gain a bigger market share of 
crude sales.

Oil ministers in the V8 group-
ing -- comprising Saudi Arabia, 
Russia, Iraq, the United Arab 
Emirates, Kuwait, Kazakhstan, 
Algeria and Oman -- decided to 
increase production by 137,000 
barrels a day (bpd) from next 
month, they said in a statement.

Those countries had already 

increased production by 2.2 mil-
lion bpd in recent months.

In their statement issued after 
an online meeting on Sunday, 
they said that the new incoming 
cycle could see up to an extra 
1.65 million bpd eventually com-
ing onto the market.

“OPEC+ caught the market off 
guard today -- instead of paus-
ing, the group signalled ambi-
tion with a production hike. The 
barrels may be small, but the 
message is big,” said Jorge Leon, 
an analyst at Rystad Energy.

“OPEC+ is prioritising market 
share even if it risks softer pric-
es,” he said.

Oil prices are currently hov-

ering around $65-70 per barrel, 
having tumbled 12 percent this 
year as global producers outside 
OPEC+ ramp up supply and tar-
iffs curb demand.

OPEC+ -- which comprises the 
12-nation Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and its allies -- had in re-
cent years seen through several 
output cuts amounting to a total 
of almost six million bpd.

Analysts, up to a week ago, had 
been saying the V8 was likely to 
maintain their current output 
levels in October.

By raising them, even by a rel-
atively modest 137,000 bpd, the 
V8 instead indicated that OPEC+ 

was willing to weather prices 
falling below $60 a barrel if it 
meant regaining market share.

Leon said: “In reality, the ac-
tual production boost will be far 
smaller, given capacity limits 
and the compensation mecha-
nism. But perception often mat-
ters more than physical barrels.”

Still, he said, “the move raises 
questions about unity: countries 
like Russia depend on high pric-
es to fund their war machine, 
while others are willing to test 
lower prices for market share”.

Geopolitical factors
The real test for OPEC+ will 

be the last three months of this 

year, a period when seasonal de-
mand tends to be lower, he said.

Oil specialists are keeping a 
close eye on Moscow’s war in 
Ukraine as well as developments 
regarding US-Russia relations 
-- geopolitical factors that could 
impact oil prices.

US President Donald Trump, 
whose efforts to mediate be-
tween Russia and Ukraine 
have failed to produce a break-
through, has recently targeted 
Russian oil and those who buy it.

In August, he imposed higher 
tariffs on India as punishment 
for its purchases of Russian oil.

In a meeting with allies of 
Ukraine who gathered in Paris 

on Thursday, Trump told leaders 
via a video conference that he 
was frustrated with EU purchas-
es of Russian oil, particularly by 
Hungary and Slovakia.

Curbing Russian exports 
could free up market space for 
OPEC+ nations.

Indonesia's delayed new capital risks 'white elephant' status
Nusantara, Indonesia

A year after it was inaugurat-
ed, Indonesia's would-be 

new capital Nusantara attracts 
tourists and construction work-
ers, but most of its architectur-
ally arresting presidential pal-
ace and freshly built avenues 
sit silent.

The legacy project of former 
president Joko Widodo is bat-
tling a slashed budget, slowed 
construction and a deficit of in-
terest from a new leader focused 
on social mega-projects.

That has raised questions 
about whether the city, carved 
out of the jungle to replace 
crowded and rapidly sinking 
Jakarta, will ever see its prom-
ised potential.

"The political will on IKN right 
now feels muted," said Dedi Di-
narto, senior associate at pub-
lic policy advisory firm Global 
Counsel, referring to the new 
capital's official name: Ibu Kota 
Nusantara.

President Prabowo Subianto 
"is clearly putting his chips on 
welfare instead".

Just over 1,000 city authority 
employees live in Nusantara, 
along with a few hundred more 
ministry workers and service 
and medical employees.

That's far short of Jakarta's 12 
million residents, and the new 
city's goal of two million inhab-
itants by 2045.

Prabowo mentioned IKN just 
once in his first state of the na-
tion speech, and has slashed 
funding for the project.

Official budgets show a cut 
from 43.4 trillion rupiah ($2.66 
billion) in 2024 to just 6.3 tril-
lion rupiah in 2026. The author-
ity had requested more than 21 
trillion rupiah for 2026's budget.

Significant foreign funding 
has also proved elusive despite 
overtures to allies in the Middle 
East and Asia.

"Prabowo feels that this is not 
his legacy. It's not his big push 
and he has more programmes 
that he wants to push," an offi-
cial involved in the city's con-
struction told AFP on condition 
of anonymity.

"I'm still 50-50 on it 

(being finished)," the official 
added, saying the budget cuts 
mean "a lot of things will not be 
completed".

'Your loss'
The former president, known 

popularly as Jokowi, revived 
the long-proposed capital move 
when he won a second term in 
2019.

But despite a rush to build, the 
city was not inaugurated as In-
donesia's new capital on August 
17 last year as expected.

"In Joko Widodo's time it 
was very fast-moving, now in 
Prabowo's time... it's not as fast," 
said Sofian Sibarani, the city's 
designer.

Just 800 of the planned 6,600 
hectares of the core government 
area have been developed on 
or prepared for construction, 
he said.

Nusantara officials are unde-
terred, and tout the city as In-
donesia's future power centre.

City authority head Basuki 
Hadimuljono told AFP that pro-

jects in a smaller executive area 
housing the palace and minis-
tries in the government core 
were "already 97-98 percent" 
complete.

He claimed Prabowo wants 
to move in 2028 before the next 
presidential election, once the 
legislative and judicial areas are 
finished.

As president-elect, Prabowo 
said he wanted to "continue, if 
possible finish" the capital move, 
but since taking office he has yet 
to express any plans to sign the 
presidential decree needed to 
shift from Jakarta.

"It would be signed after the 
legislative and judicial areas are 
completed" in 2028, said Basuki.

"If you do not want to move 
here, or you have a doubt, it is 
your loss," he added.

Some government employ-
ees have expressed reservations 
about moving to an unfinished 
jungle city, located around 1,200 
kilometres (745 miles) from 
Jakarta.

B u t 

city employee Helena, who like 
many Indonesians goes by one 
name, insisted her unfinished 
tower block offers "an amazing 
level of comfort".

"And the facilities we get are 
more than enough," the 45-year-
old told AFP.

The city now has three func-
tioning hospitals, coffee shops, 
a toll road to nearby Balikpapan 
city and an airport waiting for 
commercial flight approval.

A planned shopping mall and 
cinema remain unbuilt.

'Really cool'
Outside the palace in the cere-

monial plaza, dozens of tourists 
were taking in the promised new 
capital with gusto.

"I am happy and proud... IKN is 
really cool," said Ronald Telaum-
banua, 38, who travelled from 
Sulawesi island.

The striking presidential pal-
ace,  mod-

elled after the mythical Garuda 
bird, is a draw for photographs, 
but the city's lush green centre-
piece offers little else.

Businesses counting on a 
boom of arrivals say they are 
struggling.

"During the Jokowi era, there 
were many workers, and there 
were numerous visits. Almost 
every day was busy," said Abduh 
Rajab, 57, a snack seller near the 
developed city centre.

"My earnings have dropped 
significantly, by almost 60 per-
cent. But I have to stay optimis-
tic. I hope the construction will 
continue."

Dedi said former general 
Prabowo was likely to remain fo-
cused on flagship policies, such 
as offering free meals to children 
and pregnant women.

"That means IKN will not see 
breakneck development any-

time soon," he said.
"Without strong mo-
mentum, it risks drift-

ing into white ele-
phant territory."

ministry’s buildings 
in Ibu Kota Nusantara 
(IKN), the planned 
new capital of 
Indonesia, East 
Kalimantan
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largest drone and missile 
strikes on Ukraine, target-
ing government buildings 
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trampling international 
law and killing indiscrim-
inately.
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News in brief 
 u Millions of mobile phones 
across the UK blared a siren sound 
at the same time on Sunday as part 
of government efforts to better 
prepare for national emergencies. 
The nationwide drill caused England’s 
third ODI cricket match against South 
Africa to be paused while kick-off for 
a rugby league match was pushed 
back to avoid disruption. At 3:00 pm (1400 
GMT), phones and tablets emitted the noise 
and vibrated for about 10 seconds, while 
users also received a message saying it was 
just a test. It was only the second test of the 
country’s national emergency alert system 
following the first in 2023. The government had in recent weeks embarked on a 
publicity drive to minimise any shock caused, including through announcements 
at rail stations and signs on motorways.

u A drone 
launched from Yemen 
injured a man when it 
fell on Ramon airport 
in southern Israel on 
Sunday, Israel’s Magen 
David Adom emergency 

service said. “Paramedics are providing medical treatment... to a 63-year-old male 
in mild condition, fully conscious, with shrapnel injuries to his limbs,” the service 
said in a statement. A spokesperson for Israel’s airports authority said the drone 
“hit the arrivals hall” and that operations at Ramon airport had been halted. 
The Israeli military said the drone was the fourth launched from Yemen within 
minutes of each other on Sunday.

u Seoul said yesterday that negotiations with the United States to 
secure the release of South Korean workers detained in a raid by US immigration 
officials have been “concluded” and they would soon 
be freed and flown home. It follows the arrest of 
more than 300 South Korean workers at a Hyundai-
LG battery plant being built in the southern state 
of Georgia on Thursday. The operation, carried out 
in the town of Ellabell, was the largest single site 
raid implemented so far under US President Donald 
Trump’s nationwide anti-migrant drive, catching 
Seoul officials off guard. “As a result of the swift and 
united response... negotiations for the release of the 
detained workers have been concluded,” Kang Hoon-
sik, chief of staff to President Lee Jae Myung, said on 
Sunday.

Drone attack 
from Yemen 
injures man at 
Israeli airport: 

army, medics

Seoul says over 
300 South Koreans 
detained in US to 

be released

UK mobile 
phones blare in 
national emergency 

test

KNOW WHAT

Russia hits seat of Ukraine 
govt in war's biggest air attack

President Volodymyr Zelensky warned would prolong the war

• Drone strikes also 
damaged several 
high-rise buildings

• Russia said it had 
struck a plant and a 
logistics hub in Kyiv

• Fired at least 810 
drones and 13 missiles 
between late Saturday 
and early Sunday

AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

Russia fired its biggest-ever 
aerial barrage at Ukraine 
early yesterday, killing 

four people and setting the 
seat of the Ukrainian govern-
ment in Kyiv ablaze in an attack 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky warned would prolong the  
war.

Yesterday’s attack was the 
first to hit Ukraine's cabinet of 
ministers, a sprawling govern-
ment complex at the heart of 
Kyiv.

An AFP reporter saw the roof 
of the building in flames and 
smoke billowing over the cap-
ital.

Drone strikes also damaged 
several high-rise buildings in 
Kyiv, according to emergency 
services.

Russia has shown no sign of 
halting its three-and-a-half-year 
invasion of Ukraine, pushing 
hardline demands for ending 
the war despite efforts by the 
United States to broker a peace  
deal.

Residents in Kyiv spoke of 
their frustration following the 
strikes.

"This is already routine for us, 
unfortunately," Olga, a 30-year-
old resident of a damaged build-
ing told AFP.

The Russians first "grab the 

Shaheds (Iranian-designed 
drones), then the rockets come," 
she said.

An AFP reporter saw helicop-
ters dropping buckets of water 
over the government building's 
roof, as emergency services 
rushed to the scene.

European condemnation
Russia, which denies targeting 

civilians in Ukraine, said it had 
struck a plant and a logistics hub 
in Kyiv.

Its defence ministry said "no 

strikes were carried out on other 
targets within the boundaries 
of Kyiv", explicitly denying re-
sponsibility for the government 
building strike.

Police cordoned off the area 
surrounding the building, the 
roof and upper floors of which 
sustained damage.

"We will restore the build-
ings. But we cannot bring back 
lost lives. The enemy terrorises 
and kills our people every day 
throughout the country," Prime 
Minister Yulia Svyrydenko said.

She later posted a video from 
inside the damaged floor show-
ing shattered offices and burned 
walls.

Russia fired at least 810 
drones and 13 missiles at 
Ukraine between late Saturday 
and early Sunday, in a new re-
cord, according to the Ukrainian  
air force.

"Such killings now, when real 
diplomacy could have already 
begun long ago, are a deliberate 
crime and a prolongation of the 
war," Zelensky said.
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Russian-controlled areas 
on August 24, 2025

This mining basin, which includes the regions of Donetsk and Lugansk,

is claimed by Russia. It represents 9% of Ukraine’s territory
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A firefighter works at a heavily damaged residential building following Russian 
drone and missile strikes in Kyiv

People search for salvage at the mound of rubble at the site of the collapsed Sussi Tower, which was destroyed earlier by Israeli bombardment, in Gaza City

Israel hits another Gaza City 
high-rise as troops push offensive
Gaza City, Palestinian Territo-
ries

Israel’s army said it bombed a 
Gaza City residential tower 

Sunday after issuing evacu-
ation orders, just hours after 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu announced the military 
was “deepening” its assault on 
the Gaza Strip’s key urban cen-
tre.

Israel has not publicly an-
nounced the start of a major of-
fensive to seize the city, which 
Netanyahu’s cabinet approved 
last month, but the military has 
intensified bombings and oper-
ations in the area for weeks, 

in a bid to step up pressure on 
the Palestinian militant group 
Hamas.

“The IDF (Israeli military) 
struck a high-rise building that 
was used by the Hamas terror-
ist organisation in the area of 
Gaza City,” the military said 
in a statement referring to Al-
Roya Tower, saying it had been 
used “to monitor the location 
of... troops in the area”.

Hamas has denied using res-
idential buildings for military 
purposes.

The high-rise was the third 
such residential tower to be 
struck in as many

The West Bank is home to 
around three million Pal-
estinians, as well as about 

500,000 Israelis who live in 
settlements that are illegal 

under international law.

Israel has annexed east 
Jerusalem and the Golan 

Heights, a strategic 
plateau it captured from 
Syria, both seized during 
the 1967 Arab-Israeli war.

Israel has not publicly announced 
the start of a major offensive to seize 
Gaza City, which Netanyahu’s cabinet 
approved last month, but troops have 

intensified bombings and operations in 
the area for weeks.

UK police say almost 900 arrests made at Palestine Action demo
AFP | London, United Kingdom

A total of 890 people were 
arrested in London dur-

ing a protest this weekend in 
support of the banned group 
Palestine Action, the capi-
tal’s Metropolitan Police said  
yesterday. 

The force said 857 people had 
been arrested under anti-terror 

laws for supporting a proscribed 
group during Saturday’s demon-
stration, with an additional 33 
arrested for other offences in-
cluding assaults on police of-
ficers.

“We have a duty to enforce 
the law without fear or favour. 
If you advertise that you are in-
tending to commit a crime, we 

have no option but to respond 
accordingly,” deputy assistant 
commissioner Claire Smart said 
in a statement.

The government in July pro-
scribed Palestine Action under 
the UK’s Terrorism Act of 2000 
following several acts of van-
dalism, including against two 
planes at a Royal Air Force 

base, which caused an estimat-
ed £7 million ($10 million) in  
damage.

Critics, including the United 
Nations, have condemned the 
ban as legal overreach and a 
threat to free speech, but min-
isters insist that people are still 
able to attend pro-Palestinian 
marches.

Microsoft cloud platform hit by 
cable cuts in Red Sea

AFP | Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates

Global tech giant Microsoft 
yesterday said network 

traffic for its Azure cloud 
computing platform was ex-
periencing increased delays 
in parts of the Middle East due 
to "undersea fibre cuts" in the 
Red Sea.

Microsoft did not provide an 
explanation for what caused 
the cuts to the submarine lines 
but noted its network had been 
affected since Saturday.

"Network traffic that does 
not traverse through the Mid-
dle East is not impacted," the 
company said in a statement.

The internet access moni-
toring organisation NetBlocks 
noted that a series of subma-
rine cable outages in the Red 
Sea has degraded internet 
connectivity in several coun-
tries, including in India and 
Pakistan.

Global internet and telecom 
cables have followed shipping 
routes through the Red Sea, 
but there has been growing 

anxiety about the state of the 
lines after Yemen's Huthi re-
bels began attacking passing 
merchant vessels in late 2023, 
in actions the group said was in 
solidarity with the Palestinians 
amid the Gaza war.

The laying and operation of 
underwater cables have long 
been the preserve of a consor-
tium of large telecoms opera-
tors, but internet giants have 
largely taken over in recent 
years as they strive to keep up 
with ballooning flows of data.

About 1.4 million kilometres 
(nearly 900,000 miles) of fib-
er optic cables are laid on the 
ocean floor, enabling the provi-
sion of essential services such 
as trade, financial transactions, 
public services, digital health 
and education around the 
world.

Damage to submarine cables 
is not uncommon.

According to the Interna-
tional Cable Protection Com-
mittee, there are an average 
of 150 to 200 outages per year 
worldwide, or around three 
incidents a week.

Jordanian king rejects any Israeli 
move to annex West Bank
AFP | Amman, Jordan

King Abdullah II of Jordan 
on Sunday reaffirmed his 

“absolute refusal” towards any 
efforts by Israel to annex the 
occupied West Bank during 
a visit to the UAE, the royal 
palace said.

The message came after sev-
eral Israeli officials suggested 
that the country could proceed 
with the annexation of large 
tracts of the territory in re-
sponse to moves by Western 
governments to recognise Pal-
estinian statehood this month.

According to a palace state-
ment, Abdullah reiterated 
“Jordan’s absolute refusal of 
any Israeli measures aimed at 
annexing the West Bank and 
forcing Palestinians to leave”.

He also rejected any plans 
to displace Palestinians from 
Gaza or to separate the two 
Palestinian territories.

He was joined by Emirati 
President Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan in express-
ing opposition to Israeli plans 
to expand settlements in the 
West Bank, occupied by Israel 
since 1967.

They also rejected “Israeli 
plans aimed at perpetuating 
the occupation of Gaza and 
expanding military control”.

The United Arab Emirates 
warned this week that annex-
ation would be a “red line”.

The issue was a key point 
during the US-led negotiations 
for Abu Dhabi to normalise re-
lations with Israel in the Abra-
ham Accords of 2020.

The Jordanian king has on 
multiple occasions said that 
Jordan would never be a “sub-
stitute country” for Palestini-
ans, amid suggestions from the 
United States and Israel that 
third countries could take in 
displaced Gazans.

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Gideon Saar on Sunday warned 
that Western nations recognis-
ing a Palestinian state could 
trigger “unilateral” measures 
by Israel.

Far-right finance minister 
Bezalel Smotrich called this 
week for the West Bank’s an-
nexation in response.

Giorgio Armani to be buried 
Monday in private ceremony

AFP | Rome, Italy

Italian fashion designer Gior-
gio Armani, who died aged 

91, will be buried today in a 
private family ceremony in a 
village near Milan, local offi-
cials said.

Thousands filed past his cof-
fin over the weekend, on dis-
play next to the headquarters of 
his multi-billion-euro lifestyle 

company in Milan.
Armani, who died on Thurs-

day, will be buried in the medi-
eval village of Rivalta south of 
Milan, where his mother is also 
interred, the local association 
for the castles in the region said 
on Sunday.

Security will be deployed to 
“ensure the privacy of the fu-
neral”, scheduled for mid-af-
ternoon, the association said on 

social media.
Milan mayor Giuseppe Sala 

also announced a day of mourn-
ing in his city on Monday.

The Armani company told 
AFP that its shops in Italy would 
close on Monday afternoon as a 
sign of respect.

Hollywood stars, politicians 
and sports figures have been 
paying tribute to the fashion 
legend since his death.

Armani’s security staff members applaud as the hearse carrying the coffin of late Italian fashion designer Giorgio 
Armani leaves the Armani Theatre, in Milan

Israel warns recognising 
Palestinian state could 
trigger ‘unilateral' action

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel’s foreign minister 
branded a recent interna-
tional push to recognise Pal-

estinian statehood a “mistake” 
yesterday and warned it could 
trigger an unspecified unilateral 
response, after reports that Israel 
plans to annex parts of the occu-
pied West Bank.

Several countries, including 
France and Britain, have pledged 
to recognise a Palestinian state 
during the UN General Assembly 
later this month.

Israel’s relations with France 
have been particularly strained 
since President Emmanuel Ma-
cron announced his country’s 
plans and and co-hosted a con-
ference in July with Saudi Arabia 
to call for a two-state solution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Britain said it would recog-
nise a Palestinian state if Israel 
failed to agree to a truce in the 
Gaza war, triggered by Pales-
tinian group Hamas’s October 
2023 attack.

Israeli Foreign Minister Gide-
on Saar said such recognition 
“will destabilise the region” and 
would make it “harder to get to 
the peace”.

“It will push Israel 
also to have unilat-
eral deci-

sions,” Saar said at a joint press 
conference with his visiting 
Danish counterpart, Lars 
Lokke Rasmussen.

“ S t a t e s  l i k e 
France and the 
U K  t h a t 

pushed the so-called rec-
ognition had made 

a tremendous 
mistake,” 

he add-

ed.
Rasmussen said Denmark does 

not plan a similar move.
“We will never... recognise a 

Palestinian state which is ruled 
by Hamas or any other organi-
sation,” he said.

“And therefore it comes with a 
lot of preconditions -- a disarmed 
Palestinian state recognising Is-
rael, transparency, democracy... 
That is our position.”

Saar did not specify what Isra-
el’s reaction may entail, but his 
remarks come after the govern-
ment approved new settlement 
projects in the West Bank, which 
Israel has occupied since 1967.

A major project just east of Je-
rusalem, known as E1, would bi-
sect the West Bank, and accord-
ing to Israel’s far-right Finance 
Minister Bezalel Smotrich “bury 
the idea of a Palestinian state”.
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News in brief 
 u Millions of mobile phones 
across the UK blared a siren sound 
at the same time on Sunday as part 
of government efforts to better 
prepare for national emergencies. 
The nationwide drill caused England’s 
third ODI cricket match against South 
Africa to be paused while kick-off for 
a rugby league match was pushed 
back to avoid disruption. At 3:00 pm (1400 
GMT), phones and tablets emitted the noise 
and vibrated for about 10 seconds, while 
users also received a message saying it was 
just a test. It was only the second test of the 
country’s national emergency alert system 
following the first in 2023. The government had in recent weeks embarked on a 
publicity drive to minimise any shock caused, including through announcements 
at rail stations and signs on motorways.

u A drone 
launched from Yemen 
injured a man when it 
fell on Ramon airport 
in southern Israel on 
Sunday, Israel’s Magen 
David Adom emergency 

service said. “Paramedics are providing medical treatment... to a 63-year-old male 
in mild condition, fully conscious, with shrapnel injuries to his limbs,” the service 
said in a statement. A spokesperson for Israel’s airports authority said the drone 
“hit the arrivals hall” and that operations at Ramon airport had been halted. 
The Israeli military said the drone was the fourth launched from Yemen within 
minutes of each other on Sunday.

u Seoul said yesterday that negotiations with the United States to 
secure the release of South Korean workers detained in a raid by US immigration 
officials have been “concluded” and they would soon 
be freed and flown home. It follows the arrest of 
more than 300 South Korean workers at a Hyundai-
LG battery plant being built in the southern state 
of Georgia on Thursday. The operation, carried out 
in the town of Ellabell, was the largest single site 
raid implemented so far under US President Donald 
Trump’s nationwide anti-migrant drive, catching 
Seoul officials off guard. “As a result of the swift and 
united response... negotiations for the release of the 
detained workers have been concluded,” Kang Hoon-
sik, chief of staff to President Lee Jae Myung, said on 
Sunday.

Drone attack 
from Yemen 
injures man at 
Israeli airport: 

army, medics

Seoul says over 
300 South Koreans 
detained in US to 

be released

UK mobile 
phones blare in 
national emergency 

test
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Russia hits seat of Ukraine 
govt in war's biggest air attack

President Volodymyr Zelensky warned would prolong the war

• Drone strikes also 
damaged several 
high-rise buildings

• Russia said it had 
struck a plant and a 
logistics hub in Kyiv

• Fired at least 810 
drones and 13 missiles 
between late Saturday 
and early Sunday

AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

Russia fired its biggest-ever 
aerial barrage at Ukraine 
early yesterday, killing 

four people and setting the 
seat of the Ukrainian govern-
ment in Kyiv ablaze in an attack 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky warned would prolong the  
war.

Yesterday’s attack was the 
first to hit Ukraine's cabinet of 
ministers, a sprawling govern-
ment complex at the heart of 
Kyiv.

An AFP reporter saw the roof 
of the building in flames and 
smoke billowing over the cap-
ital.

Drone strikes also damaged 
several high-rise buildings in 
Kyiv, according to emergency 
services.

Russia has shown no sign of 
halting its three-and-a-half-year 
invasion of Ukraine, pushing 
hardline demands for ending 
the war despite efforts by the 
United States to broker a peace  
deal.

Residents in Kyiv spoke of 
their frustration following the 
strikes.

"This is already routine for us, 
unfortunately," Olga, a 30-year-
old resident of a damaged build-
ing told AFP.

The Russians first "grab the 

Shaheds (Iranian-designed 
drones), then the rockets come," 
she said.

An AFP reporter saw helicop-
ters dropping buckets of water 
over the government building's 
roof, as emergency services 
rushed to the scene.

European condemnation
Russia, which denies targeting 

civilians in Ukraine, said it had 
struck a plant and a logistics hub 
in Kyiv.

Its defence ministry said "no 

strikes were carried out on other 
targets within the boundaries 
of Kyiv", explicitly denying re-
sponsibility for the government 
building strike.

Police cordoned off the area 
surrounding the building, the 
roof and upper floors of which 
sustained damage.

"We will restore the build-
ings. But we cannot bring back 
lost lives. The enemy terrorises 
and kills our people every day 
throughout the country," Prime 
Minister Yulia Svyrydenko said.

She later posted a video from 
inside the damaged floor show-
ing shattered offices and burned 
walls.

Russia fired at least 810 
drones and 13 missiles at 
Ukraine between late Saturday 
and early Sunday, in a new re-
cord, according to the Ukrainian  
air force.

"Such killings now, when real 
diplomacy could have already 
begun long ago, are a deliberate 
crime and a prolongation of the 
war," Zelensky said.
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A firefighter works at a heavily damaged residential building following Russian 
drone and missile strikes in Kyiv

People search for salvage at the mound of rubble at the site of the collapsed Sussi Tower, which was destroyed earlier by Israeli bombardment, in Gaza City

Israel hits another Gaza City 
high-rise as troops push offensive
Gaza City, Palestinian Territo-
ries

Israel’s army said it bombed a 
Gaza City residential tower 

Sunday after issuing evacu-
ation orders, just hours after 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu announced the military 
was “deepening” its assault on 
the Gaza Strip’s key urban cen-
tre.

Israel has not publicly an-
nounced the start of a major of-
fensive to seize the city, which 
Netanyahu’s cabinet approved 
last month, but the military has 
intensified bombings and oper-
ations in the area for weeks, 

in a bid to step up pressure on 
the Palestinian militant group 
Hamas.

“The IDF (Israeli military) 
struck a high-rise building that 
was used by the Hamas terror-
ist organisation in the area of 
Gaza City,” the military said 
in a statement referring to Al-
Roya Tower, saying it had been 
used “to monitor the location 
of... troops in the area”.

Hamas has denied using res-
idential buildings for military 
purposes.

The high-rise was the third 
such residential tower to be 
struck in as many

The West Bank is home to 
around three million Pal-
estinians, as well as about 

500,000 Israelis who live in 
settlements that are illegal 

under international law.

Israel has annexed east 
Jerusalem and the Golan 

Heights, a strategic 
plateau it captured from 
Syria, both seized during 
the 1967 Arab-Israeli war.

Israel has not publicly announced 
the start of a major offensive to seize 
Gaza City, which Netanyahu’s cabinet 
approved last month, but troops have 

intensified bombings and operations in 
the area for weeks.

UK police say almost 900 arrests made at Palestine Action demo
AFP | London, United Kingdom

A total of 890 people were 
arrested in London dur-

ing a protest this weekend in 
support of the banned group 
Palestine Action, the capi-
tal’s Metropolitan Police said  
yesterday. 

The force said 857 people had 
been arrested under anti-terror 

laws for supporting a proscribed 
group during Saturday’s demon-
stration, with an additional 33 
arrested for other offences in-
cluding assaults on police of-
ficers.

“We have a duty to enforce 
the law without fear or favour. 
If you advertise that you are in-
tending to commit a crime, we 

have no option but to respond 
accordingly,” deputy assistant 
commissioner Claire Smart said 
in a statement.

The government in July pro-
scribed Palestine Action under 
the UK’s Terrorism Act of 2000 
following several acts of van-
dalism, including against two 
planes at a Royal Air Force 

base, which caused an estimat-
ed £7 million ($10 million) in  
damage.

Critics, including the United 
Nations, have condemned the 
ban as legal overreach and a 
threat to free speech, but min-
isters insist that people are still 
able to attend pro-Palestinian 
marches.

Microsoft cloud platform hit by 
cable cuts in Red Sea

AFP | Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates

Global tech giant Microsoft 
yesterday said network 

traffic for its Azure cloud 
computing platform was ex-
periencing increased delays 
in parts of the Middle East due 
to "undersea fibre cuts" in the 
Red Sea.

Microsoft did not provide an 
explanation for what caused 
the cuts to the submarine lines 
but noted its network had been 
affected since Saturday.

"Network traffic that does 
not traverse through the Mid-
dle East is not impacted," the 
company said in a statement.

The internet access moni-
toring organisation NetBlocks 
noted that a series of subma-
rine cable outages in the Red 
Sea has degraded internet 
connectivity in several coun-
tries, including in India and 
Pakistan.

Global internet and telecom 
cables have followed shipping 
routes through the Red Sea, 
but there has been growing 

anxiety about the state of the 
lines after Yemen's Huthi re-
bels began attacking passing 
merchant vessels in late 2023, 
in actions the group said was in 
solidarity with the Palestinians 
amid the Gaza war.

The laying and operation of 
underwater cables have long 
been the preserve of a consor-
tium of large telecoms opera-
tors, but internet giants have 
largely taken over in recent 
years as they strive to keep up 
with ballooning flows of data.

About 1.4 million kilometres 
(nearly 900,000 miles) of fib-
er optic cables are laid on the 
ocean floor, enabling the provi-
sion of essential services such 
as trade, financial transactions, 
public services, digital health 
and education around the 
world.

Damage to submarine cables 
is not uncommon.

According to the Interna-
tional Cable Protection Com-
mittee, there are an average 
of 150 to 200 outages per year 
worldwide, or around three 
incidents a week.

Jordanian king rejects any Israeli 
move to annex West Bank
AFP | Amman, Jordan

King Abdullah II of Jordan 
on Sunday reaffirmed his 

“absolute refusal” towards any 
efforts by Israel to annex the 
occupied West Bank during 
a visit to the UAE, the royal 
palace said.

The message came after sev-
eral Israeli officials suggested 
that the country could proceed 
with the annexation of large 
tracts of the territory in re-
sponse to moves by Western 
governments to recognise Pal-
estinian statehood this month.

According to a palace state-
ment, Abdullah reiterated 
“Jordan’s absolute refusal of 
any Israeli measures aimed at 
annexing the West Bank and 
forcing Palestinians to leave”.

He also rejected any plans 
to displace Palestinians from 
Gaza or to separate the two 
Palestinian territories.

He was joined by Emirati 
President Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan in express-
ing opposition to Israeli plans 
to expand settlements in the 
West Bank, occupied by Israel 
since 1967.

They also rejected “Israeli 
plans aimed at perpetuating 
the occupation of Gaza and 
expanding military control”.

The United Arab Emirates 
warned this week that annex-
ation would be a “red line”.

The issue was a key point 
during the US-led negotiations 
for Abu Dhabi to normalise re-
lations with Israel in the Abra-
ham Accords of 2020.

The Jordanian king has on 
multiple occasions said that 
Jordan would never be a “sub-
stitute country” for Palestini-
ans, amid suggestions from the 
United States and Israel that 
third countries could take in 
displaced Gazans.

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Gideon Saar on Sunday warned 
that Western nations recognis-
ing a Palestinian state could 
trigger “unilateral” measures 
by Israel.

Far-right finance minister 
Bezalel Smotrich called this 
week for the West Bank’s an-
nexation in response.

Giorgio Armani to be buried 
Monday in private ceremony

AFP | Rome, Italy

Italian fashion designer Gior-
gio Armani, who died aged 

91, will be buried today in a 
private family ceremony in a 
village near Milan, local offi-
cials said.

Thousands filed past his cof-
fin over the weekend, on dis-
play next to the headquarters of 
his multi-billion-euro lifestyle 

company in Milan.
Armani, who died on Thurs-

day, will be buried in the medi-
eval village of Rivalta south of 
Milan, where his mother is also 
interred, the local association 
for the castles in the region said 
on Sunday.

Security will be deployed to 
“ensure the privacy of the fu-
neral”, scheduled for mid-af-
ternoon, the association said on 

social media.
Milan mayor Giuseppe Sala 

also announced a day of mourn-
ing in his city on Monday.

The Armani company told 
AFP that its shops in Italy would 
close on Monday afternoon as a 
sign of respect.

Hollywood stars, politicians 
and sports figures have been 
paying tribute to the fashion 
legend since his death.

Armani’s security staff members applaud as the hearse carrying the coffin of late Italian fashion designer Giorgio 
Armani leaves the Armani Theatre, in Milan

Israel warns recognising 
Palestinian state could 
trigger ‘unilateral' action

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel’s foreign minister 
branded a recent interna-
tional push to recognise Pal-

estinian statehood a “mistake” 
yesterday and warned it could 
trigger an unspecified unilateral 
response, after reports that Israel 
plans to annex parts of the occu-
pied West Bank.

Several countries, including 
France and Britain, have pledged 
to recognise a Palestinian state 
during the UN General Assembly 
later this month.

Israel’s relations with France 
have been particularly strained 
since President Emmanuel Ma-
cron announced his country’s 
plans and and co-hosted a con-
ference in July with Saudi Arabia 
to call for a two-state solution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Britain said it would recog-
nise a Palestinian state if Israel 
failed to agree to a truce in the 
Gaza war, triggered by Pales-
tinian group Hamas’s October 
2023 attack.

Israeli Foreign Minister Gide-
on Saar said such recognition 
“will destabilise the region” and 
would make it “harder to get to 
the peace”.

“It will push Israel 
also to have unilat-
eral deci-

sions,” Saar said at a joint press 
conference with his visiting 
Danish counterpart, Lars 
Lokke Rasmussen.

“ S t a t e s  l i k e 
France and the 
U K  t h a t 

pushed the so-called rec-
ognition had made 

a tremendous 
mistake,” 

he add-

ed.
Rasmussen said Denmark does 

not plan a similar move.
“We will never... recognise a 

Palestinian state which is ruled 
by Hamas or any other organi-
sation,” he said.

“And therefore it comes with a 
lot of preconditions -- a disarmed 
Palestinian state recognising Is-
rael, transparency, democracy... 
That is our position.”

Saar did not specify what Isra-
el’s reaction may entail, but his 
remarks come after the govern-
ment approved new settlement 
projects in the West Bank, which 
Israel has occupied since 1967.

A major project just east of Je-
rusalem, known as E1, would bi-
sect the West Bank, and accord-
ing to Israel’s far-right Finance 
Minister Bezalel Smotrich “bury 
the idea of a Palestinian state”.
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Will Harry meet King 
Charles on trip to UK?

• The last time the self-
exiled prince saw Charles 
was in February 2024

AFP | London, United Kingdom

Prince Harry returns to 
London on Monday for a 
children's charity gala. But 

the question on everyone's lips is 
whether after years of tensions 
and hurt he will meet his father, 
King Charles III.

The last time the self-exiled 
prince saw Charles was in Feb-
ruary 2024, when he flew back 
from his home in California after 
learning that his father had been 
diagnosed with cancer.

The two men met only briefly 
at Charles's residence, Clarence 
House, before Harry returned to 
the United States having stayed 
the night in a London hotel.

Now 76, the king has been hav-
ing regular treatments for his 
undisclosed form of cancer. But 
the rift between father and son 
has yet to heal.

Harry has returned to the UK 
three times since then, but has 
not met with Charles despite 
making a heartfelt plea in May.

"I would love reconciliation 
with my family," he told the BBC, 
adding tearfully: "I don't know 
how much longer my father has."

He confessed his dad "won't 
speak to me... but... it would be 
nice to reconcile".

T h e  m e s s a g e  m ay  h ave 
prompted Charles to reach out 
to his youngest son, to see if their 
fractured ties can be mended.

Harry, also known as the Duke 
of Sussex, stepped back as a 
working royal in 2020 with his 
wife Meghan, heading to a new 
life in North America with their 
baby son Archie.

But on July 9, the king's press 
secretary Tobyn Andreae, a 
former deputy editor at the UK 
tabloid the Daily Mail, and the 
prince's new head of communi-
cations Meredith Maines were 
spotted meeting in London.

A photo of them sitting togeth-
er, accompanied by Harry's UK 

spokesman Liam Maguire, on 
a private terrace was published 
in the Mail on Sunday stirring 
speculation that after years of 
estrangement something was 
afoot.

According to the Mirror news-
paper, the two men may have "a 
simple face-to-face conversation 
between a father and his son".

'Fragmented family '
Buckingham Palace has re-

fused to comment on the spec-
ulation. But royal watchers are 
not ruling out a meeting.

"I think reconciliation is on 
the cards," historian and royal 
commentator Ed Owens told 
AFP.

"I think Buckingham Palace 
and the king have recognised 
that it is in the king's interest as a 
public figure to look to reconcile 
with his son," he said.

"It will be seen as managing 
to knit back together this very 
fragmented family which for 
too long with its various tabloid 
stories, gossip, and scandal has 
distracted" from the king's reign, 

he added.
Harry will take part in an 

awards ceremony on Monday 
night for the WellChild charity, 
recognising "the remarkable re-
silience and heroic qualities" of 
seriously ill children.

He also has several other en-
gagements lined up during the 
week, his spokesman said.

Charles is due to be in Scot-
land on Saturday for the tradi-
tional annual Highland Games 
close to his Balmoral Castle.

"The big question is, if the 
king and Prince Harry meet up, 
where would it be?" said Joe Lit-
tle, managing editor of Majesty 
Magazine.

'First steps'
The pow-wow in July between 

the royal aides "did show there 
is a channel of communication", 
he said.

"The king still very much loves 
Harry. But clearly, a lot of un-
pleasant things have happened 
in the past few years," he added.

The royal family was shaken 
by revelations made in Harry's 

biography "Spare" and in an ex-
plosive interview with US chat 
show queen Oprah Winfrey, al-
leging among other things that 
unnamed relatives had made 
racist comments.

Harry's older brother Prince 
William, heir to the throne, was 
particularly angered by several 
criticisms against him and his 
wife Princess Catherine.

Harry acknowledged to the 
BBC that "some members of my 
family will never forgive me for 
writing a book. Of course they 
will never forgive me for lots of 
things."

Meghan has not returned to 
Britain since the death and fu-
neral of Harry's grandmother, 
Queen Elizabeth II, in Septem-
ber 2022.

The couple's children, Ar-
chie, 6, and Lilibet, 4, were 
last in the UK for celebra-
tions to mark the 70th an-
niversary of the queen's 
reign the year before.

Royal expert Richard Fit-
zwilliams said any meeting 
would be far from prying eyes 

and would just be 
"the first steps" 
in any reconcili-
ation.

B u t  h e 
stressed Wil-
liam is com-
p l e t e l y 
opposed 
to wel-
coming 
Harry 
b a c k 
i n t o 
t h e 
family 
fold.

Britain’s King Charles III and Britain’s Queen Camilla attend the annual Braemar Gathering in Braemar, central Scotland

Britain’s Prince 
Harry, Duke of 
Sussex

WHO chief defends ‘invaluable’ US health agency

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

World Health Organization 
chief Tedros Adhanom 

Ghebreyesus yesterday defend-
ed the United States’ premier 
public health agency, which has 
been left reeling by US President 
Donald Trump’s administration.

“No institution is perfect and 
continued improvements are 
always needed to make sure the 
latest science and evidence is 

applied to emerging challenges 
in real time. But the work of the 
US CDC has been invaluable and 
must be protected!” he said in a 
statement.

The US Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
has been plunged into turmoil 
after Trump’s government oust-

ed its director, Sue Monarez, just 
weeks into her job.

Monarez had clashed with US 
Health Secretary Robert F. Ken-
nedy Jr., who has fired scientists 
and overhauled the nation’s vac-
cine policies.

Tedros said the CDC had “long 
been a centre of excellence”, 

with many countries emulating 
it.

The WHO, he said, had a “close 
and longstanding partnership” 
with the CDC.

The United States, which had 
been the biggest donor to the 
WHO, is in the process of pull-
ing out of the UN health agency 

under a January executive order 
signed by Trump. The process to 
fully withdraw takes one year.

Monarez reportedly refused to 
commit to supporting Kennedy’s 
vaccination policy changes. Her 
ouster triggered the resignation 
of at least four top CDC officials, 
deepening the chaos in the US 
agency.

Since taking office, Kennedy 
has restricted who can receive 
Covid-19 shots, cut off federal 
research grants for the mRNA 
technology credited with saving 
millions of lives, and announced 
new research on debunked 
claims about autism.

When WHO was founded in 1948, one of its very first priorities was to create a stand-
ard list of diseases and causes of death so that countries around the world could 
collect and compare health data consistently. This project eventually became the 

International Classification of Diseases (ICD), which is still used globally today—not 
only by doctors and hospitals but also by insurance companies, researchers, and even 

forensic experts.
KNOW

BETTER



Denzel Washington doesn’t 
watch movies any more
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Denzel Washington doesn’t 
watch movies any more 

because he is “tired” of them.
The Oscar-winning actor 

has admitted his passion for 
film has faded and no 
longer watches mov-
ies at home or in the 
cinema even though 
he’s still working in 
the industry.

During a video 
interview with GQ, 
he confessed: “I 
don’t watch 
m o v i e s , 
m a n .  I 
r e a l l y 
d o n ’ t . 
I’m just 
b e i n g 
h o n e s t 
with you! 
I  d o n ’ t 
w a t c h 
movies!

“ I  d o n ’ t 
g o  t o  t h e 
m o v i e s .  I 
don’t watch 
m o v i e s  … 
I ’ m  t i r e d 
of movies. 
Yeah.”

W h e n 
a s ke d  h ow 
many movies 
he’s made dur-
ing his career, 

Washington replied: “Too 
many. I think 50!”

It comes after the Gladiator 
II star recently admitted he’s 
“not that interested” in win-
ning another Oscar because he 
already has two at home.

The 70-year-old Hollywood 
actor has received 10 Acad-

emy Award nominations 
over the years and he’s 
won twice - taking home 
the Best Supporting Actor 
prize for 1989 drama Glory 

and then claiming Best 
Actor Oscar for 

2001’s Training 
Day - but he’s 
not striving to 
win another.

Speaking 
o n  Ja k e ’s 
T a k e s , 
Washington 
explained: 
“I don’t do it 

[make movies] 
for Oscars. I re-
ally don’t care 
about that kind 
of stuff.

“ I ’ ve  b e e n 
at this a long 
t i m e ,  a n d 
there’s times 
w h e n  I ’ v e 
won, shouldn’t 
h a v e  w o n , 
d i d n ’ t  w i n , 
s h o u l d  h av e 
won. “

Gwyneth Paltrow feels misunderstood
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Gwyneth Paltrow doesn’t 
think people will “under-

stand” her until she is “dead”.
The 52-year-old actress and 

wellness guru is baffled by 
the “narrative” surrounding 
her persona because she often 
has “no idea” why people have 
drawn

certain conclusions about 
her and she finds some aspects 
of her public image hurtful.

Speaking in a teaser clip for 
her appearance on The Cut-
ting Room Floor podcast, she 
said: “No one will understand 
me until I’m dead.

“I have never created my 
own narrative. I’m aware that 
that exists.

“But I have had a really 
strange life in this respect. 
Like, imagine being an actual 
person and know that people 
are characterizing you in a way 
and you can’t understand how 
they arrived at that narrative. 
I have no idea who people are 
talking about.

“I’ve lived for many decades 
now with this avatar that’s, 
like, projected on very very 
strongly, and I don’t know 
why.

I know why, but these are 
like very tropey, reductive 
things that you could say about 
a lot of people and culture. And 
I also feel like I get distilled 
down to the most easy-to-un-
derstand trope. We’re all hu-
man beings, so it hurts when 
somebody willfully misrepre-
sents you or misperceives you.”

Although the Goop founder 
- who has two children with 
ex-husband Chris Martin and 
is married to Brad Falchuk - 
has been keen to correct peo-
ple’s misconceptions she is 
now trying to just move past 
worrying about her public im-
age.

She added: “You want to 
say, ‘But this is not true,’ or, ‘I 
never said that,’ but lately I’ve 
been really trying to almost 
meditate on this idea of, if you 
could get to the stage where 
you could really let go of trying 
to correct misperception, what 
could that do?”

Gwyneth believes social 
media has changed the way 
members of the public relate 
to celebrities but she doesn’t 
feel comfortable putting her 
life online.

She said: “So, in the 90s there 
was all this mystery around 

movie stars and that was sort 
of part of the machine, I think, 
in a lot of ways.

“In the olden days movie 
stars were supposed to 
be mysterious and you 
were given these tidbits 
about their lives and it 
was so exciting and tit-
illating. And then that 
bred this whole tabloid 
thing that reached an 
apex before Ins-
tagram.

“ I n s t a -
gram kind 
of disman-
tled a lot of 
that busi-
ness model. 
There was 
this pur-
suit of im-
ages and 
i n f o r -
m a t i o n 
to  sort 
o f  h u -
manise 
c e l e b -
r i t i e s , 
a n d 
t h e n 
w e 
s e g -
u e d 

i n t o this bizarre new me-
dia milieu where 

everybody was 
putting their 
life in front. 
But for me, 
b e c a u s e 
I’m intro-
verted, it’s 
been un-
comfort-

able.”
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Gigi Hadid and Bradley Cooper ‘are on the same page’
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Gigi Hadid and Bradley 
Cooper are “on the same 

page about what they want 
long-term”.

The 30-year-old model has 
been dating Bradley, 50, for two 
years, and the loved-up cou-
ple are both happy with where 
their relationship is heading.

A  s o u rc e  t o l d  Pe o p l e : 
“They’ve talked about blending 
their lives more, but they’re not 
pushing it. They’re on the same 
page about what they want 
long-term, and they’re letting 
it happen naturally.”

The celebrity duo are said to 
be “in a great place right now”.

The source added: “Their 
schedules are packed, but 
they’ve figured out a rhythm 
that works for them and the 
kids. Khai and Lea see each 
other all the time and get along 
really well, which has made 
everything so much easier.”

Bradley - who has Lea, eight, 
with model Irina Shayk - “fits 
really well into Gigi’s circle of 
family and friends. Everyone 
can see how happy and relaxed 

she is with him. Yolanda [Had-
id] especially notices how com-
fortable Gigi is when Bradley’s 
around.”

Despite this, Gigi - who has 
Khai, four, with Zayn Malik - 
and Bradley don’t intended to 
rush things.

The insider said: “They’re 
not in a rush but what they have 

is solid.
“Even with work, they al-

ways make time for each oth-
er. They like keeping things 
simple. Sometimes it’s nights 
cooking at home, other times 
it’s just spending time with the 
kids or going out with close 
friends.”

Gigi previously revealed that 

she feels “really lucky” to have 
found Bradley.

The model also explained 
that, over time, she’s developed 
a clear idea of what she wants 
from a romantic relationship.

She told Vogue magazine: 
“I think just getting to the 
point where knowing what 
you want and deserve in 
a relationship is essential 
and then to find someone 
that is in a place in their 
life where they know what 
they want and deserve … 
and you both do work 
separately to come 
together and be the 
best partner that 
you can be. I just 
feel really lucky. 
Yeah, lucky’s the 
word.

“I respect him so 
much as a creative 
and I feel that he 
gives so much to me: 
encouragement and, 
just, belief. For those 
people you admire 
to encourage you, it 
can create so much 
belief in yourself.”

Mayim Bialik claims Disney 
cancelled plans for Blossom reboot

Bang Showbiz | Los 
Angeles

Mayim Bialik has 
h i n t e d  s h e ’s 

done with acting 
after Disney “can-

celled” plans for a 
Blossom reboot.

The former 
Big Bang The-
o r y  a c t r e s s 
- who played 
the title role 
o f  B l o s s o m 
Russo in the 
sitcom from 
1991 to 1995 
- and crea-
tor Don Reo 
were keen 
t o  r e v i v e 
t h e  s h ow, 
b u t  n e e d -
ed Disney’s 
permission 

to bring the idea to life.
In a lengthy essay on her 

Substack, Mayim wrote: “We 
approached Disney as I was 
on the cusp of starting Call 
Me Kat; and was working on 
Jeopardy! and we simply did 
not have the time to develop 
the show but tried to lock it 
in quickly.

“Time ran out and I did 
three seasons of Call Me Kat, 
2 seasons as co-host of Jeop-
ardy! and when both of those 
ended, Don and I could not 
let the possibility of revisiting 
Blossom go.”

The 49-year-old star insisted 
Disney “seemed to love it”, and 
the duo “felt certain this was 
moving forward” after meeting 
with the studio.

Following mergers and 
changes in the TV industry, 
Mayim and Don re-pitched the 
plan to a new team at Disney.

Gwyneth Paltrow

Gigi Hadid and Bradley Cooper

Mayim Bialik

Denzel Washington

Across
1- Small batteries; 5- First place?; 9- Cain’s brother; 13- Invalid; 14- Specific geographical 
places; 16- Tent stick; 17- Novel ending?; 18- Logrolling contest; 19- Elbow; 20- Animated 
character; 21- Rejections; 22- Reflecting surface; 24- Like an abyss; 26- Russian airline, 
_____flot; 27- Baked dough; 29- Skin emollient; 33- Wide-awake; 34- School founded in 1440; 
35- Pizazz; 36- Mus. slow-up; 37- Analyze grammatically; 38- Caesar of comedy; 39- As to; 
41- “___ Tu” (‘70s hit); 42- Port-au-Prince is its capital; 44- Awwww! Cute!; 46- West Pointer; 
47- Declines; 48- Deli spread; 49- Mischievous person; 52- Place for ordering alcoholic 
drinks; 53- Portnoy’s creator; 57- Fail to include; 58- Clear the slate; 60- Dies ___; 61- White 
House staffer; 62- Arranges in groups; 63- Sedaka or Simon; 64- Saxophone part; 65- Hardy 
girl; 66- Yellow metallic element;

Down 
1- Work without ___; 2- Car; 3- Female choir voice; 4- Thin; 5- Merited; 6- Sag; 7- Slippery 
fish; 8- Scot’s refusal; 9- Find acceptable; 10- Lout; 11- Nevada city; 12- Lascivious look; 
15- Anybody; 23- Fury; 25- Dine; 26- At ___ for words; 27- Unable to see; 28- Back in; 29- Up ___ 
(trapped); 30- Noted spokescow; 31- Singer Bonnie; 32- The King ___; 33- Oratorio highlight; 
34- Viscounts’ superiors; 37- Small stones; 40- Put up; 42- Cut and dried grass; 43- Loving; 
45- Attorneys’ org.; 46- Fondle; 48- Poles for sails; 49- Laugh loudly; 50- French friend; 51- 
Pro or con; 52- Expose; 54- Black-and-white cookie; 55- Follow; 56- Gripped; 59- Decay;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 



SAPPHIRE INDUSTRIES COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER-MOULDER-(FLOOR & PIT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39394948 or LAICY@SAPPHIREBH.COM
AL AADHI CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34077026 or ALADHICONTRACT-
INGCO@GMAIL.COM
ABDULHADI ALAFOO WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17874756 or alafoo@batelco.
com.bh
AHMAD SOHAIL SERVICES CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33469292 or ARAHEEL985@GMAIL.COM
BAZOOKA FRIED CHICKEN & BURGERS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17783399 or HR@
ALDAAYSIHOLDING.COM
HYPEHAUS DECOR W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35112690 or RIZWANIJA2524@GMAIL.
COM
ABU YASSER SALON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33078173 
or ALIBAHRAIN33045@GMAIL.COM
ALAZHAR CONTRACTING ESTABLISH-
MENT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17702454 or 
mohdnew28@gmail.com
USMANS TOWERS CONSTRUCTION has 
a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33704554 or USMANS_DC@YA-
HOO.COM
LITE 360 SUPPORT SERVICES CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33175821 or RAREZONEGUID@GMAIL.
COM
ADVISE RIGHT CONSULTING SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 37257745 or FIFERTO-
MMY@GMAIL.COM
AWAR W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17443322 or FADI@
AWAR.COM
RETAJ 2 AUTOMOTIC LAUNDRY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(LAUNDRY), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39994963 or TOOQAB-
DALI@GMAIL.COM
STAR COOL TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ASSISTANT TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38709832 or STARCOOLTRADIN-
GAC@GMAIL.COM
AQUATIC HOME W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES EXECUTIVE 
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 34029053 or peirisa-
nusha1985@gmail.com
EBRAHIM ALI TRADING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of STORE LA-
BOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17736396 or EATCO@BATELCO.
COM.BH
CANDY MAKERS TRADING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66333027 or ZAYANI99@HOTMAIL.COM
GLANCE CORE CARGO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36022646 or NAVEEDKHANNNNN7@
GMAIL.COM
ALIKA GENERAL TRADING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66339133 
or ZAINABHASSAN71976@GMAIL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
ARAB Union Contracting Co WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17533125 or GOLDEN-
GROUPBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
EBRAHIM HAMAD ALTHAWADI TRADING 
& CONT. has a vacancy for the occupation 

of CARPENTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17274404 or deepu-
patheepparampil@gmail.com
AL-SAHIL ALGHARBI AUTO SPART PARTS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17694546 or DARKMAN9003@
GMAIL.COM
MUMBAI SPICES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33620279 or hr@uniquewll.com
ALHELLI POTTERY FACTORYJ has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39404822 or Al-helli@windowslive.com
FACE TIME MOBILE W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES AGENT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33580969 or IMAMRONEIMAM@GMAIL.
COM
ALJALAA BAKARY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39346444 or XREF452@GMAIL.COM
Radman Designs & Home Decor PART-
NERSHIP has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39227432 or ALGEBLY@GMAIL.COM
TRAAGS COMBINED FACILITIES SUPPO-
ERT CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32119631 
or MDSHAHZAD69999@GMAIL.COM
MAQSOOD AHMAD SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of COMPUT-
ER OPERATOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33883911 or TALHAM-
AQSOOD803@GMAIL.COM
TRAAGS COMBINED FACILITIES SUPPO-
ERT CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 32119631 or 
MDSHAHZAD69999@GMAIL.COM
AFAAQ ALKALIJ EXCAVATION & BUILDING 
EQUIPMENTS RENNTAL W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SERVICEMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13644244 or m.anan@afaaqbh.com
ALAZHAR CONTRACTING ESTABLISH-
MENT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17702454 or 
mohdnew28@gmail.com
DARSHAN VISITOR SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39581236 or PESO.BAHRAIN@GMAIL.
COM
ZM VAPE W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33880919 or 
SAAMIIR@LIVE.COM
SUPER WELDING & ALUMINUM WORK 
SHOP W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WELDER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33886033 or SUPER-
WASPC@GMAIL.COM
SHALIMAR SOLUTIONS  SERVICES CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33807122 or GULLSHAHEEN34@
GMAIL.COM
HAJI HASSAN READYMIX B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17785353 or HR.AD-
MIN@HAJIHASSAN.COM
Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262725 or hr@delta-ss.me
Ramada Hotel and Suites Amwaj W. L. 
L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 13600111 or mannai.hr@mannai-
trading.com
GOURMET BURGER W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36020031 or PRINCEBURG-
ER@GMAIL.COM
HAJI PATATA has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 77909888 or 
NEZ007YES@YAHOO.COM
BDC SECURITY SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17329715 or yusuf.alzayani@BAS.
COM.BH
BDC MANPOWER SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 

contact 17180530 or mona.alnokhedha@
bas.com.bh
PERFECT FIT TRADING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36905323 or ABDUL_636@HOTMAIL.COM
Tails Veterinary Centre W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(MEDI-
CAL,DENTISTRY&VETERINARY), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77113332 
or NAJAT.TARRADAH@tails.co
DE MEHMOOD SERVICES CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33314963 or rrrmohsinshehzad@GMAIL.
COM
TAKA FOODS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
16161810 or taka_foods@outlook.com
GREAT IDEAS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 35392184 or 
USMANZAKI294@GMAIL.COM
House of Happiness for Women  Massage 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MAS-
SEUR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37777853 or MONAAMIN860@
GMAIL.COM
AL MAHROOS WORLD ALUMINIUM 
COMPANY  W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ALUMINIUM OXIDISER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66600075 or mahroos10@hotmail.com
DOGAR TRADING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35130787 
or asadjavsd26@gmail.com
Twigs roses GARDENS CAREING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(AGRICULTURAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33349891 or ALI-
ABDULLA3334@GMAIL.COM
MINDBRIDGE CONSULTANCY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33857534 or MINDBRIDGE.GCC@GMAIL.
COM
ALPHA FIRE SERVICES CO. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17738100 or HR@ALPHA.BH
SPRINKLEZ GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33536117 or Sayed.Ahmed@sfi.ae
najeda restaurant has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17643510 
or AZIZ2228948@GMAIL.COM
Mg  Beaute Salon And Spa has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39223366 or MGSALON.BH@GMAIL.COM
GULF SUITES HOTEL- AMWAJ has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17816070 or hr@gulfsuiteshotel.
com
SILVER CITY CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38826888 or SILVERCITYCON-
TRACTING@GMAIL.COM
POULLAIDES CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR AND GENERAL FOREMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17826660 or PCCBAH@BATELCO.COM.BH
SPRINKLEZ GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33536117 or HUSAIN.FARDAN@APPAR-
ELGROUP.COM
BAHRAIN SPECIAL TECHNICAL SERVICES 
STS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17622082 
or info@BAHSTS.COM
ANJALI METALS SCRAP W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES EXC-
UTIVE, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17760498 or GOPA.KUMAR@IN-
DICAA.COM
BU HADI ELECTRONIC SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
EQUIPMENT MECHANIC, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35035134 or
DELMON INTERNATIONAL HOTEL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224000 or HR@DELMONHOTEL.COM
PINK SADAF CONTRACTING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 33879006 or PINK-
SADAF91@GMAIL.COM
A.AHMED NASS CONTRACTING CO. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ASPHALT 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.
net
DSV SOLUTIONS B.S.C CLOSED has a 
vacancy for the occupation of QUALITY 
STANDARDS SPECIALIST, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17461000 or 
bincy.varghese@dsv.com
FARHAD FOR OTHER BUSINESS SUP-
PORT SERVICE ACTIVITIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34311959 or FARHAD-
KHAN39071453@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN VETERINARY CENTRE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of VET-
ERINARIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17692221 or BAHRAINVET@
GMAIL.COM
SAUDI GEOPHYSICAL CONSULTING 
OFFICE COMPANY BRANCH OF A FOR-
EIGN COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33326575 or PUBLICRELATION@SAUDI-
GEOPHYSICAL.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36636640 
or HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
360 CLINICS WLL has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 38478281 or 
km.zakzouk@gmail.com
EVER FINE TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CASHIER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39151200 
or GEEPASBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
SAJBON CITY CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 65001999 or 
SAJBONWLL@GMAIL.COM
BREDA W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MANICURIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39557758 or GH-
ADEER.YUSUF@BREDABEAUTYLOUNGE.
COM
AZLFA INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33320064 or KM352297@GMAIL.COM
AL-BARAQ ADVERTISING AND PUBLICITY 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ADVER-
TISING SALESMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33005774 or IMRAN-
HAFEEZ455@GMAIL.COM
CATALYST CORPORATION FOR BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MARKETING SPECIAL-
IST, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38809594 or m.r.elgharabawy@
gmail.com
SOUTHLINK CONTRACTING CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39623401 or AH.PERSONAL.ORG1122@
GMAIL.COM
INDIAN SCHOOL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17684166 
or isbvpaa@gmail.com
KHAIR MUHAMMAD SERVICES CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(PAINT FINISHER), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33880076 or 
KHAIRMUHAMMADBH12@GMAIL.COM
ALKHUZAIE SCRAP has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39605530 or ALKHUZAIE6@GMAIL.COM
JUGNU COMBINED FACILITIES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33486543 or MALIKABUBAK82@GMAIL.COM
HASZONE SUPPORT SERVICE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CONSUL-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66755077 or FAISAL_NAEEM45@
YAHOO.COM
MEDRAR COLD STORE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33841008 
or NOOR_20084@HOTMAIL.COM
Wyndham Garden W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66316666 or mannai.hr@mannaitrading.
com

Mechanical Contracting & Services Com-
pany W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36937988 or 
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
AL AMMAR TRANSPORT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39836099 or JAFARALMADHOOB@HOT-
MAIL.COM
BAHRAIN SWITCHGEAR & LIGHTING IN-
DUSTRIES has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OPERATOR(PLASTIC PRODUCTS 
FABRICATION MACHINE), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17732136 or 
BSLI@BATELCO.COM.BH
ALAALI CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17566444 or 
alaalico@batelco.com.bh
ALAALI CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17566444 or 
alaalico@batelco.com.bh
GULF WEALTH TRADERS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(SALES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39688377 or ALKHALDI.
SAAD66@GMAIL.COM
PRO  KLEEN  SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36845820 or PADAM1739@
GMAIL.COM
CRESTVIEW SERVICES CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COMPUTER 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66306888 or MOONLAND-
BAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
F I SIAL TRADING has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39006768 or IMRAN.INRM@GMAIL.COM
WASHIO LAUNDRY. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PRESSER (HAND), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33808786 or MALNOOH1973@GMAIL.
COM
FRYOZ W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33383009 or HO-
PECITY369@GMAIL.COM
EAGLE FOR SAFE AND SECURITY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECU-
RITY GUARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17270140 or alialtmimi@ya-
hoo.com
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17822228 or INFO@CIRCLE.
BH
SHAHEEN ELECTROMECHANICAL W.L.L 
(SEMCO) W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of ASSISTANT TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17813535 or hrd@shaheengroup.com
MOJA  CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17244026 or MOHAMMED.J551@GMAIL.
COM
MUK CONTRACTING AND TRADING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39555789 or US-
MANAFZALCN@GMAIL.COM
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SAFETY OF-
FICER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.
com
BUPARSU CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17277349 or B.PARSU.CONSTRUCTION@
GMAIL.COM
ESTAKOZA W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of KITCHEN AIDE, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36219110 or
ABDULMAJEED KHALID ALLAM FOR PA-
PER PRODUCTS FACTORY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17215550 or S_RAMADAN25@HOTMAIL.COM
SHABAZ CARGO HANDLING CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER/PACKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34628259 or HAFIZSRK-
AR84@GMAIL.COM
AFRAH ALBAHRAIN FOR CONFERENCES  
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants 

can contact 39858990 or ZUHERM044@
GMAIL.COM
RIOTAT TOURS AND TRAVELS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
EXECUTIVE REPRESENTATIVE, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33583723 or INFO@RIOWLL.COM
Alnosaif Contracting & Excavation Co. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17590078 or roqayaalnosaif@hotmail.
com
SOVIS INSTALLATION OF EQUIPMENTS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39156283 or lifeofcare-
business@gmail.com
RAZA PACK TRADING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33006682 or RAZAPACKTRADING@
GMAIL.COM
AL HILAL HOSPITAL COMPANY - BSC 
(CLOSED) has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of TECHNICIAN (ANAESTHESIA), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17344700 or HRD@ALHILALHEALTH-
CARE.COM
GOLDEN MOROCCAN SALON has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37933999 or NASSERABDULAAL9999@
GMAIL.COM
SWIFT MANPOWER W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36666427 or HAMADALKHALIFA23@
GMAIL.COM
SWIFT MANPOWER W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36666427 or HAMADALKHALIFA23@
GMAIL.COM
LAL CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY VEHICLE 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33229998 or LALLALBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
CRUMBLES BAKERY W L L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CHEF, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33550228 or 
CRUMBLESFINANCE@GMAIL.COM
SIGNATURE HOTEL (FOUR SEASONS 
BAHRAIN BAY) COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17546000 or hradmin.bah@fourseasons.
com
ABADI CAFETIRIA has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(JUICE & SAND-
WICHES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33918999 or ABADISA-
BAH12@GMAIL.COM
Medical Spa S P C has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASSEUR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 77677776 or 
ANDYHOPPE080@GMAIL.COM
jawad habib & co. specialized partner-
ship has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ASSISTANT MANAGER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17530077 or 
info@BDO.BH
MARINA W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17701115 or AL-
MUTAWA7@GMAIL.COM
CHICKET W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35114403 or DPA-
SIF@YAHOO.COM
BILADI AUTO GARAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17271521 or Al8de77@gmail.com
ALDALEEM MARINE SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262256 or aldaleem@hotmail.
com
AYYAN GOODS RE-EXPORT & COMPUT-
ER SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32080463 or 
SD2833358@GMAIL.COM
LABOR LAND SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TECHNICIAN(MAINTE-
NANCE), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37992528 or LABORLANDSER-
VICES@GMAIL.COM
GULF DIGITAL SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33056512 or MO-
MINSHK5@GMAIL.COM
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GOLD ROSE SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35466434 or USSIJIL@GMAIL.COM
SOHAIB EVENT MANAGEMENT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DECORA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36552658 or ALLAHMAKAH123456@
GMAIL.COM
ART MILL INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38871595 or ANSHAANSI@GMAIL.COM
IHTISHAM AKRAM REAL ESTATE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SU-
PERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33667324 or INFO28TRAV-
EL@GMAIL.COM
IBRAHIM CONSTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36470746 or CH.SAM965@
GMAIL.COM
TAJ AL MANAMA TRADING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33371333 or BU.CASH.CASH@GMAIL.COM
EXPRESS GARAGE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of AUTOMOBILE PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17735700 or SALAH@NATIONAL.COM.BH
OBRAS CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39133302 or 
OBRAS.CMS3@GMAIL.COM
Mayonco International Trading Co.W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39978899 or ACCOUNTS@
MAYONCO.COM
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17822228 or INFO@CIRCLE.
BH
AL OBOUR CAFE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34460901 or SA-
MEERA.HAFEEZ6@GMAIL.COM
Abu Inzamam Trading and Contracting 
Bahraini Partnership Company has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANTS, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33108010 or Itc.wll786@gmail.
com
INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17400407 or proffice@al-
moayyedcg.com
Farsana Construction S P C has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39829689 or FARSANABAH-
RAIN@GMAIL.COM
JIVAN CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33301828 or HA2500@YAHOO.COM
HASAN ALI MOHAMMED ASHOOR has a 
vacancy for the occupation of VEGETABLE 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39086555 or aliashoor2020@
gmail.com
Smart line Construction has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PAINTER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33018191 or STARSPEED_20@
HOTMAIL.COM
QUEZON PINAS EXPERT CARGO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of AD-
MINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66600587 or 
THREEKINGSPAZAWAY@GMAIL.COM
SMARTY LIFE MARKETING SERVICES CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COMPUTER OPERATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33448909 or NA-
DEEMYASIR126@GMAIL.COM
BAIT ALSALEH RESTAURANT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39988203 
or AISHASALAH6438@GMAIL.COM
SHOW SHHA W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36375634 or 
SHOWSHHA@GMAIL.COM
ICT Flex W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of TECHNICAL PROJECT MAN-
AGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 13301330 or accounts@etisal-
com.com
JBF BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qual-

ified applicants can contact 17181500 or 
HUSSAINALI@JBFBAH.COM.BH
SHINE TOWER CLEANING  CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36617007 or STCCONTRACT-
INGBH@GMAIL.COM
ALJAMEEL TOWER CONSTRUCTION & 
TRADING has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33111179 or ALJA-
MEELDOCCL@GMAIL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
AL MOAYYED INTEGRATED SECURITY 
SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PROJECTS COORDINATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17705313 or ALIHASSAN@ALMOAYYED-
INTL.COM.BH
IMAGE EXPRESS STUDIO & LAB W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CAMERA-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37778582 or THOMASIMAGEEX-
PRESS@GMAIL.COM
DMV KADANTHERY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(VEGETA-
BLES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35323037 or bader.bahar@live.
co.uk
phoenicia tower hotel has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17295544 
or MBARKFHD220@GMAIL.COM
South Management Company W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUNT-
ING ASSISTANT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17785907 or SOUTH-
GRP@YAHOO.COM
WOOD LINK TRADING COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
EXCUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13644166 or EWOOD@EM-
PAWOOD.COM
RANA JAMSHAID MANAGEMENT CON-
SULTANCY COMPANY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FOREMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37505455 or RANAJAMSHAID6@GMAIL.
COM
COCOS CAFE has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WAITER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17716512 or JQAM-
BAR@YAHOO.COM
HAWAR PETROL STATION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FUEL STATION AT-
TENDANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17783399 or hr@aldaaysi-
holding.com
SUPERB EVENTS MANAGEMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38098999 or DILAWAR26@
GMAIL.COM
SUPER COOL AIRCONDITIONING w.l.l has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37778582 or STUDIOALRAZI@
GMAIL.COM
DESCON CONSULTANCY SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34485519 or BE-
STOWSERVICESCO@GMAIL.COM
AL SOROOR COMMERCIAL CENTER W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
AGENT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17535898 or INFO@ALSOROOR-
GROUP.COM
AL MANAR BAKERIES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37722722 or almanarbakery@almanar-
bakery.com
new golden tailoring has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33345415 or 
AMBER1AFTAB@GMAIL.COM
new golden tailoring has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33345415 or 
AMBER1AFTAB@GMAIL.COM
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17737000 
or h.s.m1111@gmail.com
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17737000 
or h.s.m1111@gmail.com
al sayed towers umbrellas has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33039931 

or alsayed.towers@gmail.com
IMPERIAL MANAGMENT COMPANY WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MAN-
AGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39460065 or karankumar.imc@
gmail.com
SOLID BLOCK TRADE  W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33823772 
or MAHMOODKHAN1679@GMAIL.COM
HUDHUD EDUCATIONAL CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34311959 or FAR-
HADKHAN39071453@GMAIL.COM
MUHBIYAN BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17714710 
or muhbiyanbakery61@gmail.com
MUHAMMAD RIZWAN 0005 SUPPORT 
SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35935010 
or SERVICEMONICA9@GMAIL.COM
FINPRO CONSULTING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37370306 or FINPROCONSULTING.BH@
GMAIL.COM
ALAZHAR CONTRACTING ESTABLISH-
MENT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17702454 or 
mohdnew28@gmail.com
PRO CRAFT CONSTUCTION OF BUILDING 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33429783 or SUFYAN-
MUHAMMED922@GMAIL.COM
WALAS STEEL AND ALUMINIUM FAB-
RICATION W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WELDER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36499767 or 
walasfabrication@gmail.com
ZFK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MAR-
KETING SPECIALIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33341868 or SUN-
999FLOWER@GMAIL.COM
ROAD RUNNER DELIVERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36888317 
or jaffer@roadrunnerbh.co
ALMANARTAIN CONTRACTING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASON ASST, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17590097 or ALSHAAB@BATELCO.
COMM.BH
ALKOOHEJI BUILDING CARE has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17710710 
or info@koohejibuildingcare.com
AZLAN ZAKI BAKERY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33005777 or ADEEZV@GMAIL.COM
Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262725 or hr@delta-ss.me
FINE GAS W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of GENERAL MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34369200 
or talalmarket.bah@talalgroupintl.com
AL MESAYEL TAILORING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17870207 or 
KINGDOMPACK@GMAIL.COM
TANJEENA ANOWER TAILORING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TAI-
LOR(HAND AND MACHINE).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37334787 or FALAK.BH@AOL.COM
TOSHA MARKETING COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COMPUTER OPERATOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 34342810 or 
DREAMEYES444@GMAIL.COM
KNR Scaffolding W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33355001 or 
KAMC.BH@GMAIL.COM
SOUTH GATE CONSTRUCTION AND 
CLEANING has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 77061717 or YKHAL-
FAN@GMAIL.COM
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17822228 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
Advisor Gate Construction Services has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CONSTRUC-
TION WORKER, suitably qualified appli-

cants can contact 17340455 or witsolu-
tions@ymail.com
LASH DOLLS SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34114798 or 
SAMI999AMR@GMAIL.COM
SARA IMAGES PROMOTION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TEAM LEADER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33221189 or SAYED.AMIR33@GMAIL.
COM
TAREEQ AL AMANA  GOLD AND DIA-
MONDS W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39019656 or 
THALHUKK@GMAIL.COM
SIAM SQUARE RESTAURANT has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33360990 or JAK99999@HOTMAIL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
ANWAR ABDULLA CONSTRUCTION has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36262227 or AN-
WAR123@GMAIL.COM
TAGHREED TRADING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37780554 or SHAIDKHAN37780@GMAIL.COM
Magic Interior W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DESIGNER(INTERIORS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33366692 or magic.altaitoon@gmail.com
3D WORKZ CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(PAINT FIN-
ISHER), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36999047 or NAVEEN@MASTER-
KRAFTS.COM
THE ROOM ESCOBAR AND HAZEL SITARA 
TOURISM RESTAURANT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of RECEPTION-
IST, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17454446 or hr.admin@gbl-group.co
TIP TOP LAUNDRY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34073032 or NEWDIAMOND1964@
GMAIL.COM
ILIUM Co WLL has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CARPENTER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17165200 or 
luma@iliumcomposites.com
ABABEEL STATIONERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36664467 or ILLIYASKADAMARI@GMAIL.
COM
Last Touch Beauty Salon has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33889930 or almadeh99@gmail.com
Xu Zhou W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39216564 or 
1704812570@QQ.COM
TAFCO BUILDING CONSTRUCTION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33502933 or Tafcobuilding@gmail.com
ARENA TECHNOLOGY TRADING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33295979 or NOUFALNK@HOTMAIL.COM
NAPCO NATIONAL COMPANY FOR GEN-
ERAL TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CUSTOMER SERVICES 
COORDINATOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17762222 or TONY.ABI-
RAMIA@NAPCOGROUP.COM
SEA CAT LAUNDRY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33499120 or KAMANIAYOMA@GMAIL.
COM
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TEAM 
LEADER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17674319 or DUAIJMALKHALI-
FA@ASRY.NET
KPMG/FAKHRO. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17224807 or ebra-
himahmed@kpmg.com
ROLLS SUPPLY TRADING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17742817 or rolls@batelco.com.bh

PLAZA GATE COLD STORE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36990032 or PLAZAA.AUTO@GMAIL.
COM
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17700211 or HRD@
DREAMGROUP.BH
UNIQUE FACILITY SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33306469 or CHIRIVELLAHA-
RIKZ@GMAIL.COM
JOZ CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39999887 or 
JOZGROUP@BATELCO.COM.BH
FAIHAN SHABAN FAIHAN FARHAN has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FOREMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33656333 or HGOOD8908@GMAIL.COM
GULF SERVICES COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17813535 or hrd@shaheengroup.com
CREED PLANTING CARE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of GARDENER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37747789 
or HALJAMRI6@GMAIL.COM
EAGLE WINGS CORPORATE SOLUTIONS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CONSULTANT ADMIN AFFAIRS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33807207 
or eaglewingsbahrain@gmail.com
SHATTA RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39956570 or FAD-
HUL1015@GMAIL.COM
Master Kraft Factory W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PAINTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77098133 
or NAVEEN@MASTERKRAFTS.COM
WINDOWS FOODSTUFF has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39418444 
or MAHER.M.ALMULLA@GMAIL.COM
CLEANERS BAY SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36116246 or cleanersbayservices@gmail.com
SHAHAD ALJAZEERA SWEETS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39009991 or HASSANF55F@HOTMAIL.
COM
W S PHOTOCOPY CENTER has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13690003 or WAQAR9792@GMAIL.COM
M  D R SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66332587 or MUD.BH.PK@GMAIL.COM
SEEMA MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34557624 or ADNAN-
RASHEED9087@GMAIL.COM
First Choice Cleaning Services Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36491411 or MURTAZAWA-
LI100@GMAIL.COM
Abn Al Nafis Palace Tailoring - Bahraini 
Partnership Company has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36148198 or 
AHARIES04@GMAIL.COM
AL MAWATNEEN SERVICES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66914266 or MAWATNEENFASHION@
GMAIL.COM
H R M SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER-CLEAN-
ING-(HAND & CHEMICAL SOLUTIONS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33330326 or AWAISCH3333@HOTMAIL.
COM
ASIA GROUND CONSTRUCTION BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33199772 or JAV-
AD1JUMA@GMAIL.COM.COM
QUALITY PLUS TRADE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33374488 
or M-ALGANEIMI@HOTMAIL.COM
PEPPER LAND CAFETERIA has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39893138 or QASSIM.8@hot-
mail.com

MADHAWDAS GOPALDAS & SONS CO. 
(M.G.SONS) W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAREHOUSE PORTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17210828 or INFO@MGSONSBH.COM
Medical Spa S P C has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASSEUR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 77677776 or 
ANDYHOPPE080@GMAIL.COM
MOTOMANIA BAHRAIN SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33440733 or MOTOMANIABAH-
RAIN8@GMAIL.COM
Aayan repair of Machinery Workshop 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38002132 or AAYAN.COOLAC@GMAIL.COM
MOVENPICK HOTEL BAHRAIN W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17460087 or yusuf.alzayani@BAS.COM.BH
NEW AURA ARTS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TRAINER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33105511 or 
AURAARTSCENTRE.BH@GMAIL.COM
AL OMAM TAILORING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17770222 or 
ACACIA17984.COM@GMAIL.COM
CHOPPERS SALON W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BARBER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33560453 or MB69256@GMAIL.COM
CHEEMA CARGO HANDLING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66604786 or AQIB.CHEEMA9211@GMAIL.COM
SAUDI GEOPHYSICAL CONSULTING 
OFFICE COMPANY BRANCH OF A FOR-
EIGN COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33326575 or PUBLICRELATION@SAUDI-
GEOPHYSICAL.COM
SEVENTIES KARAK has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39664667 or karak1977.bahrain@gmail.com
RICH & FRESH SUPERMARKET W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33286954 or AZAZAYAN@GMAIL.
COM
BEAUTY AND BLENDS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES AGENT, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33447800 or FATEMA.HH.ALAALI@
GMAIL.COM
WAHHAT ALARAB FOR TRAVEL AND 
TOURISM W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MARKETING EXECUTIVE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17268000 or RATHI4ADT@GMAIL.COM
GRADUAL MINER COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33028821 or 
ANS950098@GMAIL.COM
SAHEBA COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34565210 or RASHIDKORA4@GMAIL.COM
AL REDNEEM CONTRACTIONG has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MECHANIC, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37290109 or SAYEDEBRAHIMNASER@
GMAIL.COM
WAHRAN RESTARANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33080006 or S.BUALLAY71@GMAIL.COM
NORTHLINK X COMBINED FACILITIES CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35407221 or ALI700USMAN@GMAIL.COM
NEW PORT LAUNDRY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKERS(LAUNDRY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38384115 or ayubian99@hotmail.com
JAMILA AKHTAR CONTRACTING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17346157 or jac.
servicesbh@gmail.com
BAHRAIN STANDARD CLASSIC CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77364222 or BSCONTRACT-
ING16@GMAIL.COM
LA SARA RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER (RESTUR-
ANTS), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34168877 or ALIJAAAN83@
GMAIL.COM 
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Granollers, Zeballos win men’s 
US Open doubles in thriller

AFP | New York

Marcel Granollers and 
Horacio Zeballos saved 

three championship points 
against all-British pair Joe 
Salisbury and Neal Skup-
ski on Saturday to win their 
first US Open men’s doubles  
title.

Salisbury and Skupski were 
a point away from winning 
with their opponents serving 
down 5-4 down in the third 
set but Granollers and Zeballos 
fought back to prevail 3-6, 7-6 
(7/4), 7-5.

It is a second Grand Slam 
triumph for Spain’s Granollers 
and Argentina’s Zeballos. They 
also beat Salisbury and Skup-
ski in three sets at this year’s 
French Open final.

“When you play these kind 
of matches it’s so unfair there’s 
a winner and a loser,” said Ze-
ballos.

“I don’t really know how 
we... won those last points af-
ter what we did during the 
match. We kept fighting. I 
think if I had to describe the 
match with one phrase is ‘nev-

er give up’.”
Granollers had finished on 

the losing side in five Grand 
Slam doubles finals before this 
year, three of those playing 
with Zeballos.

“Tennis sometimes is cra-
zy, because we were talking 
coming here that how close 
you are to lose the match, and 
then in 20 minutes you win the 
trophy,” said Granollers.

Salisbury fell short in his bid 
for a fifth Grand Slam crown in 
men’s doubles after winning 
four times with Rajeev Ram. 
Skupski won at Wimbledon 
in 2023.

• Wins 6-3, 
7-6(3) in final

• Claims 
fourth Grand 

Slam title

• Converts 
5 of 6 
break 
points

AFP | New 
York

W
orld num-
b e r  o n e 
Aryna Sa-
b a l e n k a 
o v e r p o w -
ered Aman-
d a  A n i s i -
mova to de-
fend her US 

Open crown 
on Saturday, 
defeating her 

American rival 
in straight sets 
to clinch the 

fourth Grand Slam title of her 
career.

Sabalenka ruthlessly at-
tacked Anisimova’s shaky ser-
vice game to complete a 6-3, 
7-6 (7/3) victory on the Arthur 
Ashe Stadium which cements 
her status at the pinnacle of 
women’s tennis.

The 27-year-old from Bela-
rus had gone into Saturday’s 
final knowing it was her last 
chance to grab a Grand Slam 
crown in 2025 after agonising 
losses in the Australian and 
French Open finals.

Sabalenka duly atoned for 
those losses to end Anisimova’s 
hopes of a remarkable redemp-
tion just two months after her 
traumatic 6-0, 6-0 thrashing by 
Iga Swiatek in the Wimbledon 
final.

“It’s crazy, all those tough 
lessons were worth it for this 
one,” said Sabalenka after-
wards. “I’m speechless right 
now.”

Anisimova had won six 
of nine previous encoun-
ters against Sabalenka, a run 
which included a victory in the 
semi-finals at Wimbledon.

But a determined Sabalenka, 
playing in the seventh Grand 
Slam title game of her career, 
brought all her experience 

to bear as she slammed the 
door on Anisimova’s dream 
of a maiden Grand Slam  
title.

“Losing in two finals in a 
row is great but it’s also super 
hard,” Anisimova said. “I think 
I didn’t fight hard enough for 
my dreams today.”

Sabalenka clinched the win 
after once again demonstrat-
ing her incredible prowess in 
tiebreaks -- winning her 19th 
consecutive breaker 7/3 to 
complete victory in one hour 
and 34 minutes.

 Tie-break drama 
Anisimova meanwhile was 

left ruing her inability to make 
the most of break points at key 
moments, in sharp contrast to 
Sabalenka who converted five 
of her six break point chances.

That imbalance was on dis-
play early in the first set, when 
Anisimova failed to convert 
three break points openings as 
Sabalenka took a 2-0 lead.

Yet Anisimova hit back in the 
third game, lasering a back-
hand winner into the corner to 
earn break point before unfurl-
ing a rasping forehand winner 
to break back before holding 
for 2-2.

With the momentum behind 
her and her groundstrokes 
forcing Sabalenka around the 
court, Anisimova then broke 
again for a 3-2 lead.

But that was the catalyst for 
Sabalenka to raise her game 
and she broke to love be-
fore holding to edge back in  

front.
Anisimova’s faltering serve 

again betrayed her in the 
eighth game, the eighth seed 
double-faulting twice in quick 
succession to hand Sabalenka 
two break points at 15-40.

Sabalenka needed no further 
encouragement and she duly 
converted before holding to 
take the first set.

Sabalenka punished another 
wayward service game from 
Anisimova early in the second 
set and looked in complete con-
trol at 3-1.

Yet Anisimova wasn’t quite 
finished, and she held confi-
dently before breaking back to 
love to level it at 3-3.

The fightback was shortlived 
however, and when Anisimo-
va thumped a wide open fore-
hand long to gift Sabalenka a 
15-40 lead, the Belarusian once 
again seized her chance for a  
break.

Sabalenka held for 5-3 and 
was soon serving for the match 
at 5-4. Yet she allowed Anisi-
mova off the hook after plough-
ing a wide open smash into 
the net.

Instead of giving her match 
point, Anisimova had break 
point which she took to give 
her a lifeline.

Sabalenka defends US Open title
World No. 1 avenges Wimbledon loss to Anisimova with dominant serving performance

Poignant Portugal cruise, England 
unbeaten in World Cup qualifying
Ronaldo scores brace in emotional tribute to Diogo Jota as Portugal win 5-0

• Portugal win 
5-0 vs Armenia

• England beat 
Andorra 2-0

AFP | Paris

Cristiano Ronaldo helped an 
emotional Portugal enjoy a 

perfect start to their World Cup 
qualifying campaign as Thomas 
Tuchel’s uninspiring England 
remained unbeaten on Saturday.

Portugal, playing for the first 
time since the death of their Liv-
erpool forward Diogo Jota along 
with his brother Andre Silva in a 
car accident, took an impressive 
first step to the finals next year 
sweeping aside Armenia 5-0 in 
Yerevan.

Both teams observed one min-
ute’s silence before kick-off at 
the Vazgen Sargsyan Republican 
Stadium in tribute to Jota and 
his brother who were killed in a 
crash in northern Spain on July 
3, 11 days after Jota had married 
Rute Cardoso, the mother of his 
three children.

Five-time Ballon d’Or winner 
Ronaldo was in sparkling form, 
Portugal’s irrepressible 40-year-
old talisman scoring in either 
half, the second a sizzling shot 
from distance, to take his record 
international tally to 140 goals, 
over two decades after his first.

A brace from Joao Felix, Ron-
aldo’s new teammate at Saudi 
side Al Nassr, and a contribution 
from another Saudi-based play-
er Joao Cancelo lifted Roberto 

Martinez’s Nations League win-
ners into a Group F lead.

 Portugal’s number 21 
Cancelo marked his goal by 

pointing to the skies with both 
hands in memory of Jota’s goal 
celebration.

Lazio left-back Nuno Tavares 
believed Ronaldo’s 21st-minute 
goal held special significance as 
21 was the shirt number worn 
by Jota when playing for his 
country.

“We’re all very happy because 
it shows he’s (Jota) with us, that 
he was there, and that moment, 

Ronaldo’s goal, was made pos-
sible. He’ll always be with us, 
as was clear today,” said the de-
fender.

Ronaldo said on social media 
it was the “first step taken” in 
his quest to appear at a sixth 
World Cup.

The Republic of Ireland face 
Hungary in the pool’s late fix-
ture.

England extended their un-
beaten run in Group K to four 
matches but hardly set the 
world alight in defeating mod-
est Andorra 2-0 at Villa Park in 
Birmingham.

Christian Garcia’s first-half 
own-goal was followed by 
Declan Rice’s header to keep 
Tuchel’s team firmly on course 
for the 2026 football fiesta in 
the United States, Mexico and 
Canada.

But while the Three Lions 
will be more than satisfied with 
their 12 points this was in truth 
another underwhelming dis-
play that raised questions about 
Tuchel’s ability to produce a 
trophy-winning team from a 
gifted generation.

England were efficient but 
unspectacular, lacking guile and 
intelligence in the final third.

No wonder Tuchel wore a 
frustrated expression on the 
touchline.

Claiming the subdued crowd 
played a role in the display, the 
German said: “It’s difficult be-
cause it’s a very different crowd 
to a Premier League crowd.

Spain’s Marcel Granollers (L) and Argentina’s Horacio Zeballos with the trophy

Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo in action

I don’t really know 
how we... won those 

last points after 
what we did during 
the match. We kept 

fighting. I think if I had 
to describe the match 

with one phrase is 
‘never give up

HORACIO ZEBALLOS

It’s crazy, all those 
tough lessons were 

worth it for this one. 
I’m speechless right 

now
ARYNA SABALENKASabalenka has now 

won 19 consecutive 
tiebreaks - a streak 

that dates back to her 
first-round match at 

Wimbledon
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Ronaldo’s first goal 
came in the 21st 

minute — the shirt 
number worn by Diogo 
Jota for Portugal — a 

poignant moment that 
teammates said sym-
bolized Jota’s lasting 

presence with the 
team

KNOW WHAT
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Aryna Sabalenka



Alex Marquez cruises to 
Catalunya MotoGP victory

AFP | Montmeló

Alex Marquez comfortably 
held off his brother Marc 

to claim the Catalunya MotoGP 
yesterday, snapping his older 
sibling’s winning streak of sev-
en straight victories.

Th e 29-yea r- old ’s  t r i -
umph on his home circuit, 
meant standings leader Marc 
Marquez, who finished second 
by 1.740s, cannot seal a seventh 
world title next weekend at 
Misano.

Ducati rider Marc Marquez 
leads the overall standings on 
487 points, with Alex trailing 
by 182 after his second career 
victory and the second of this 
season.

Enea Bastianini came in a 
further 5.562s behind on his 
KTM to finish third.

“I ’m very  happy,  very 
pleased, but to be honest I 
still had a thorn in my side 
from yesterday,” said Alex 
Marquez, who crashed from 
the lead during the Sprint on 
his Gresini Ducati.

“Today I had to pull that 
thorn out -- maybe without 
that mistake yesterday, I would 
have had it today, so maybe it 
served for something.

“It was a race of self-control. 
I had more but I didn’t want to 
destroy the tyres.”

Even though he will have to 
wait longer to complete his ti-
tle charge, Marc Marquez was 
content with the day’s racing.

“I gave everything. I had the 
perfect race. I led on the first 
laps,” he said.

“On the last laps I was on the 
limit, it was hard for me.”

Son scores and assists to lead South Korea over host USA 2-0
AFP  | New York

Son Heung-min scored one 
goal and set up another to 

spark South Korea’s 2-0 victory 
over the United States in an in-
ternational football friendly on 
Saturday.

The matchup between two 
clubs bound for the 2026 World 
Cup was played at Harrison, 

New Jersey, in the home sta-
dium of MLS’s New York Red 
Bulls.

The South Koreans advanced 
through Asian qualifying to next 
year’s World Cup, to be co-host-
ed by the Americans, Canada 
and Mexico.

Son scored in the 18th min-
ute and Lee Dong-gyeong 
added another in the 43rd to 

secure South Korea’s triumph 
against a US side coached by 
Mauricio Pochettino -- Son’s 
former boss at Tottenham  
Hotspur.

Son joined Major League 
Soccer’s Los Angeles FC in a 
blockbuster move last month 
that has energized Korean 
football fans in the United  
States.

Bahrain meet UAE in Dubai friendly

TDT | Manama

Bahrain face the United Arab 
Emirates tonight in Dubai as 

their international break con-
tinues with a second friendly 
fixture.

Kick-off at the Zabeel Stadi-
um is set for 7:15pm Bahrain 

time. It follows Tuesday’s 2–2 
draw against Qatar in Doha, 
where Bahrain showed attack-
ing promise but defensive frail-
ties.

Head coach Dragan Talajic 
is expected to shuffle his pack, 
handing opportunities to fringe 
players while keeping the back-

bone of the team intact. Key 
figures Mahdi Humaidan, Sayed 
Dhiya Saeed, Ali Madan, and 
Mohammed Marhoon are all 
available, alongside experienced 
defenders Ahmed Bughammar 
and Waleed Al Hayyam.

The hosts, meanwhile, will 
also use the encounter to fine-

tune preparations ahead of a 
busy run of fixtures, with both 
nations eyeing December’s FIFA 
Arab Cup in Doha.

For Bahrain, the focus will 
be on tightening up defensively 
after conceding twice to Qa-
tar, while continuing to build 
rhythm up front.

Verstappen halts McLaren at Monza
Reigning champion wins fastest F1 race in history after bold overtake on Norris

• Verstappen wins 
from pole position

• Norris second, 
Piastri third

• McLaren enforces 
position swap

• Lewis Hamilton 
finishes sixth

AFP | Monza

Max Verstappen slowed 
McLaren’s Formula 
One dominance yes-

terday with a phenomenal dis-
play of driving on his way to 
victory at the Italian Grand Prix, 
the fastest ever race in the sports 
history.

Starting from pole, reigning 
world champion Verstappen 
completed a magical weekend 
at Monza which included the 
fastest lap ever in F1 in Satur-
day’s qualifying by schooling 
McLaren pair Lando Norris and 
Oscar Piastri at Monza.

Red Bull’s Verstappen has lit-
tle chance of securing a fifth 
straight drivers’ title as he still 
trails championship leader Pi-
astri by 94 points with the Aus-
tralian finishing third.

“It was really enjoyable,” 
said Verstappen who took the 
chequered flag in 1hr 13mins 
24.325sec.

“I think we pitted at the right 

time and with the hard tyres 
at the end you can push a bit 
more... It was a fantastic execu-
tion by everyone.

“I think the whole weekend 
we were all in. It was super en-
joyable to win here.”

Piastri leads the drivers stand-
ings by 31 points from Norris, 
who finished second and would 
have finished third behind his 
teammate due to an awful pit 
stop had McLaren not enforced 
a position swap between the 
pair.

“I always know it’s going to 
be a good fight with Max and it 
was,” said Norris.

“But just not the speed today, 
not the pace of Max and the Red 
Bull. But it was still fun, still a 
good race.”

Charles Leclerc, last year’s 
winner and the last driver to 
win at Monza from pole position 
back in 2019, couldn’t take a po-
dium spot for the massed ranks 
of Ferrari fans in the stands, the 
Monegasque finishing fourth.

Leclerc’s teammate Lewis 

Hamilton gave it his best shot 
after a five-place grid penalty 
had him bumped back to 10th 
at the start, charging up to sixth 
thanks to some spectacular driv-
ing early in the race.

But the seven-time F1 cham-
pion couldn’t push past his for-
mer Mercedes teammate George 
Russell and was left with anoth-
er underwhelming result in his 
first Monza GP with Ferrari.

Verstappen show
Yesterday’s win, which hinged 

on a bold overtaking move 
against Norris on lap four, was 
just Verstappen’s third of a sea-
son dominated by a McLaren 
car which has blown way the 
competition by winning all but 
four GPs.

But a second win in Italy this 
year, after triumphing in the last 
Emilia Romagna GP back in May, 
caps a historic weekend for the 
blunt 27-year-old.

Verstappen was forced to al-
low Norris into first place after 
a frantic start in which he ap-
peared to forced his British rival 
off the track.

That move caused Norris to 
call Verstappen an “idiot” over 
the team radio, but he was soon 
back behind the Dutchman 
who took control of the race 
by passing Norris with a dar-
ing move at the chicane on lap  
four.

From there Verstappen sped 
off into the distance, developing 

a gap of around six seconds over 
Norris by the time he pitted to 
switch from medium to hard 
tyres on lap 38.

Verstappen only lost two plac-
es in the pits and soon closed the 
gap again on the two McLarens 
who left it very late to pit, with 
Norris not heading into the box 
until lap 47.

That slow pit stop left Norris 
third, bringing back memories 
of the mechanical failure at last 
weekend’s Dutch Grand Prix 
which cost him 18 points in his 
title battle with Piastri.

But with the race effectively 
won by Verstappen at that point 
McLaren ordered Piastri to let 
Norris pass so that another case 
of bad luck didn’t cost him.

It was a gesture which caused 
Verstappen to chuckle on the 
Red Bull team radio as he was 
left to cruise around the track on 
his way to a hugely impressive 
victory.
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It was really enjoyable. 
I think we pitted at 
the right time and 

with the hard tyres at 
the end you can push 
a bit more... It was a 
fantastic execution 
by everyone. I think 

the whole weekend we 
were all in. It was super 

enjoyable to win here
MAX VERSTAPPEN

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen celebrates after winning the Italian Formula One Grand Prix

After a pit-stop error, 
McLaren ordered 

Oscar Piastri to let 
teammate Lando Nor-
ris pass to protect his 

championship position
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BK8 Gresini Racing MotoGP team’s Spanish MotoGP rider Alex Marquez (L) 
rides ahead of Ducati Lenovo Team’s Spanish MotoGP rider Marc Marquez

Son Heung-min, at right being hugged, 
celebrates his goal with teammates

Mohammed Marhoon sharpens his finishing with a volley Bahrain coach Dragan Talajic addresses his players during training



Pakistan to host Afghanistan, 
Sri Lanka for T20I tri-series
AFP | Karachi

Pakistan’s cricket board an-
nounced yesterday it will 

host a Twenty20 internation-
al tri-series with Afghanistan 
and Sri Lanka in November, as 
teams get ready for next year’s 
World Cup.

“The series has been organ-
ised to provide all teams with 
valuable preparation ahead of 
next year’s Men’s T20 World 
Cup, to be staged in India 
and Sri Lanka,” the Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) said in a 
statement.

The tri-series will begin on 
November 17 with Pakistan 
taking on Afghanistan at the 
Rawalpindi stadium.

This  wi l l  be  the  f i rst 
time Pakistan play neigh-
bours Afghanistan in a T20I 
match on home soil, the PCB  
said.

Afghanistan have played two 
one-day internationals in the 
Asia Cup 2023 and three in this 
year’s Champions Trophy in 
Pakistan, but they involved op-
ponents other than the home 
team.
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Pedersen wins Vuelta stage 15 as 
protests keep impacting race
AFP | Monforte de Lemos

Mads Pedersen sprinted to 
Vuelta stage 15 victory 

yesterday as pro-Palestinian 
protestors continued making 
an impact on the race.

Spanish cyclist Javier Romo 
fell amid a disturbance caused 
by a protestor who slipped on 
the side of the road, with the 
rider then appearing to run 
after the person before contin-
uing riding and catching back 
up to the chase group.

Protestors waved Palestine 
flags en masse at the start and 

end of the stage.
Danish Lidl–Trek rider Ped-

ersen scored his first victory of 
this year’s race with a blister-
ing burst past Marco Frigo on 
the home straight of the medi-
um mountains stage, running 
167.8 kilometres from A Veiga 
to Monforte de Lemos.

Frigo, riding for Israel-Pre-
mier Tech, the team targeted 
by the protests, came in third 
behind Orluis Aular.

After a rest day on Monday 
the race resumes with stage 16 
on Tuesday, running 167.9km 
from Poio to Castro de Herville.Team Lidl-Trek’s Danish rider Mads Pedersen celebrates crossing the finish line
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• Bahrain finish 8th 
out of 44 Asian nations

• Hassan Oshobuge 
Abdulkadir stars again

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s historic run at the 
FIBA U16 Asia Cup came 
to conclusion yesterday, 

as they narrowly lost 105-103 
to Chinese Taipei in the 7th–
8th place classification game at 
the MBank Arena. Despite the 
heartbreak, the result confirmed 
Bahrain’s first-ever top-eight 
continental finish, capping an 
extraordinary year for the young 
team.

Hassan Oshobuge Abdulkadir 
once again carried Bahrain, post-
ing 24 points, 18 rebounds, 5 as-
sists, and 3 steals in another all-
around display. He was matched 
against Chinese Taipei’s I-Le 
Wang, who top-scored for his 
team with 18 points and hit the 
game-winning three-pointer in 
the final seconds.

Somto Patrick Onoduenyi, re-
turning after three games out, 

added 2 blocks and provided 
interior presence that nearly 
swung momentum Bahrain’s 
way.

The game saw wild swings 
of momentum — Chinese Tai-
pei led by as many as 14 points, 
while Bahrain held an 11-point 
advantage during their furious 
third-quarter rally. Ultimately, 

eight lead changes and a clutch 
final possession decided the out-
come.

The match was witnessed by 
a modest crowd of 35 fans in 
Ulaanbaatar.

Tournament Journey
Bahrain’s 8th-place finish rep-

resents their best FIBA Asia Cup 
campaign in over a decade. Their 
journey included:

- Group phase: 141–47 loss to 
Australia; 70–68 win vs Leba-
non; 111–80 win vs India

- Quarterfinal Qualifier: 79–66 
win vs Philippines (clinching a 
top-eight spot)

- Quarterfinal: 84–69 loss 
vs three-time champions  
China

- Classification Round: 95–
62 loss vs Iran; 105–103 loss vs 
Chinese Taipei

Despite the final 
two defeats, Bah-
rain’s progress was 
undeniable. They 
finished 8th out of 
44 countries, along-
side their regional 
titles in 2025 — win-
ning both the Gulf 
Championship (un-
defeated) and the 
Arab Championship 

Chinese Taipei snatch win over Bahrain
Bahrain seal first-ever top-eight Asia finish

Somto Onoduenyi throws down a dunk on his return to action

Bahrain’s 2025 journey 
was still extraordi-

nary: Gulf champions, 
Arab champions, and 
now a confirmed top-

eight team in Asia
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Quarter Scores

 Q1: Chinese Taipei 27–23 Bahrain

Q2: Chinese Taipei 29–24 Bahrain

Q3: Bahrain 34–25 Chinese Taipei

Q4: Chinese Taipei 24–22 Bahrain

Late three by Wang frustrates Bahrain
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain’s U16 Asia Cup end-
ed in heartbreak as Chinese 

Taipei stole a 105–103 win in 
the 7th–8th place classification 
round, thanks to a game-win-
ning three-pointer from I-Le 
Wang with just seconds re-
maining.

For Bahrain, the result was 
a cruel blow after they had 
fought back from a nine-point 
halftime deficit to level the 
game at 81–81 heading into the 
final quarter. Once again, it was 
Hassan Oshobuge Abdulkadir 
who carried the load. The 6’8 
forward posted a dominant 24 

points, 18 rebounds, and 5 
assists, producing his 

fourth standout per-
formance in as many 
games. He was ably 
supported by Yousif 
Yaqoob Meshaei’s pe-

rimeter shoot-
ing and the 
r e t u r n  o f 
Somto On-
o d u e n y i , 

whose energy and shot-block-
ing gave Bahrain a much-need-
ed boost.

The fourth quarter was a 
rollercoaster. Bahrain surged 
ahead 97–90 midway through 
the period and looked poised 
to secure seventh place. But 
turnovers proved costly. Chi-
nese Taipei forced mistakes, 
converted second-chance op-
portunities, and slowly clawed 
their way back. With the scores 
tied, it was Wang who delivered 
the dagger with a three-pointer 
that sank Bahrain’s hopes of 
finishing on a high.

Momentum Shifts
What made the contest 

so gripping was its constant 
swings. Chinese Taipei led by 
as many as 14 in the first half, 
only for Bahrain to rally and 
even hold an 11-point cushion 
in the second. In total, there 
were eight lead changes and 
four ties, with both teams en-
joying scoring runs of double 
figures. It was a game decided 
by inches, and ultimately by 
one shot.

Where it Was Won

While Bahrain were more ef-
ficient overall — shooting 55% 
from the field and 50% from 
beyond the arc compared to 
Taipei’s 46% and 27% — their 
mistakes proved decisive. 
Nineteen turnovers led to 27 
Chinese Taipei points, while 
the bench battle was one-sided, 
with Taipei’s reserves contrib-
uting 52 points to Bahrain’s  
36.

The rebounding battle was 
evenly contested, but Taipei 
thrived in the scrappy areas: 27 
second-chance points versus 
Bahrain’s 15, and 36 points off 
turnovers compared to Bah-
rain’s 18. In the end, those “ex-
tra possessions” tilted the bal-
ance against a Bahrain side that 
looked stronger in set plays and 
transition.

The scoreboard read defeat, 
but Bahrain’s legacy from Ul-
aanbaatar is one of progress; 
their unity was again under-
lined by the heartfelt tribute 
to late teammate Hussein Al 
Hayki, honoring his memory 
and impact.

Chinese Taipei rejoice after their win

I N S I D E  T H E  G A M E

Standout performances
- Bahrain: Abdulkadir (24 pts, 18 reb, 5 ast, 3 stl), Onoduenyi (10 pts, 2 blks), Meshaei 
(timely threes)

- Chinese Taipei: Wang (18 pts, game-winning three), Yu-Chen Chou (6 ast, 6 stl, all-
action guard play), Cheng-Che Hsiao (17 pts, consistent scoring)


