
THE ONLY WAY TO DO GREAT WORK 
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First Crusade: 15,000 starving 
Christian soldiers march in reli-
gious procession around Jerusalem 
as its Muslim defenders look on

Portuguese navigator Vasco da 
Gama departs on his first voyage and 
becomes the first European to reach 

India by sea

Independent Vermont in-
troduces a new constitution 
prohibiting slavery

Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse gives the first 
cowpox vaccination in the United States 

to his son to prevent smallpox
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The warnings about 
AI are real – and so 

is the potential.If used 
well, and shared wide-
ly, it could become the 
great equalizer of the 
21st Century.The choice 
before us is not between 
faith in AI and fear of it. 
It is between governing 
by design & drifting by 
default.

@antonioguterres

FREEDOM FUEL HAS 
ARRIVED. The FIRST 

Freedom Fuel Network 
gas station has LANDED 
in Philadelphia, lowering 
the price at the pump to 
$3.47 for our 47th Pres-
ident. President Trump 
is leading the charge to 
lower gas prices this sum-
mer - putting more money 
in your pocket.

@WhiteHouse

Nothing can smother 
the aspiration of Syr-

ian women and men to 
live in a fully sovereign, 
safe, pluralistic, and unit-
ed Syria. This morning I 
met Syria in all its diversi-
ty. I saw dignity, courage, 
and determination. My 
visit continues.

@EmmanuelMacron

It is an honor to be 
able to speak before 

the Indonesian Parlia-
ment. India and Indo-
nesia are connected by 
history, culture, and peo-
ple-to-people relations 
that have been estab-
lished for centuries. 

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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'We will consider' selling 
F-35s to Turkey
AFP | Ankara, Turkey

US President  Donald 
Trump said yesterday 

that Washington would con-
sider selling F-35 fighter jets 
to Turkey after booting it out 
of the programme in 2019 
over Ankara's purchase of a 
Russian system.

"That's a decision we're 
going to make... it's a great 
plane, the best plane by far 
and it's certainly something 
we will consider," Trump 
said, sitting next to Turkish 
counterpart Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan after landing in An-
kara for a NATO summit.

Turkey has long sought to 
resolve the question of its re-
admittance to the F-35 pro-
gramme and the lifting of US 
sanctions that have soured 
ties and hampered Turkish 
defence projects, and has 
looked to Trump's visit to 
break the deadlock.

Asked if he would lift the 

CAATSA sanctions, Trump 
said: "We're going to be tak-
ing the sanctions off."

"We don't want to sanction 
friends," he added.

Sitting next to him, Erdo-
gan said he was confident 
Trump would resolve the is-
sue and end the dispute.

"Mr. Trump has also per-
sonally given us his word on 
this matter," he said through 
a translator.

"On this issue, Mr. Trump 
always stands by his word. 
Here again, God willing, I 
believe a favourable deci-
sion on the F-35s will emerge 
from this leaders' summit."

This year's El Nino set to 
become record-breaker

AFP | Paris, France

The current  El  Nino 
weather phenomenon 
is expected to break re-

cords for its overall strength, a 
top expert said Tuesday, as re-
gions face the risk of droughts, 
floods and other extremes 
linked to the event.

This year's El Nino is unlike 
anything seen in more than 
three decades of tracking the 
phenomenon, with forecast 

models pointing to an "extreme" 
event, said Tim Stockdale, an 
El Nino expert at the Europe-
an Centre for Medium-Range 
Weather Forecasts (ECMWF), 
an intergovernmental organ-
isation.

"I think it's absolutely true 
to say we've never had a fore-
cast of an El Nino that was so 
strong and so consistent across 
(forecast) models," he said in a 
media briefing.

Stockdale said it would be 
"a very, very big surprise" 

if the event failed to be a re-
cord-breaker.

"I would expect it to break 
records," he said, while caution-
ing: "but no guarantees."

While El Nino usually peaks 
between November and Febru-
ary, the resulting spike in tem-
peratures typically comes later.

Combined with human-in-
duced climate change, the last 
El Nino contributed to making 
2023 the second-hottest year 
on record and 2024 the all-time 
high.

Israel, Lebanon to hold talks in 
Rome in mid-July
AFP | Rome, Italy

Israeli and Lebanese ambas-
sadors are due to hold di-

rect talks in Rome this month, 
Italy's foreign ministry said 
yesterday, after several rounds 
of discussions in Washington 
aimed at de-escalation.

"We welcome with pleasure 
the announcement that the 
next round of talks between 
Israel and Lebanon mediated 
by the US will take place in 
Rome," Foreign Minister An-
tonio Tajani said on X.

A ministry spokesman said 
the talks would take place at 
the ambassador level on July 
15 and 16.

This round of talks will be 
the sixth since spring between 
the two neighbours, which do 
not have diplomatic relations 
and are technically in a state 
of war.

The two countries and the 
United States signed a frame-
work agreement last month 
aimed at "lasting peace", five 
days after the entry into force 
of a fragile ceasefire in the 
fighting between the Israeli 
army and the pro-Iranian Hez-
bollah that has been going on 
since March 2.

First responders inspect the 
wreckage of a car reportedly 
targeted by an Israeli strike in 
Nabatieh

Indonesia, India ink long-range missile deal
AFP | Jakarta, Indonesia

India will supply Indonesia 
with long-range missiles, an 

Indian official said yesterday as 
their leaders agreed to deepen 
ties in defence, critical minerals 
and other areas.

President Prabowo Subianto 
is hosting Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in Jakarta during 
a three-day state visit, with a deal 
on the BrahMos missile system 
topping the agenda.

An agreement for “cooperation 
on BrahMos System” was struck 
during the visit, Indian foreign 
ministry spokesman Randhir 
Jaiswal said in a post on X.

The two countries also reached 
an agreement on air-to-air mis-
sile cooperation that “enhances 
technology collaboration and 
defence capabilities”, he said.

Details on the deal were not 

disclosed, and an Indonesian 
defence ministry spokesman 
did not respond to a request for 

comment.
“Today, we reached an agree-

ment to enhance defence ex-

changes, disaster management, 
and industrial cooperation,” 
Modi told reporters.

The coast guards of the two 
countries will also work together 
on maritime safety and security 
in the Indian Ocean, Modi said.

Asia’s two biggest democracies 
also agreed to work together on 
critical minerals -- which In-
donesia produces in abundance 
-- and steel.

Prabowo said Indonesia and 
India viewed economic cooper-
ation as “one of the main pillars” 
of bilateral relations.

They also welcomed efforts to 
restore the Prambanan temple, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
in Yogyakarta.

Modi is set to visit Australia 
and New Zealand after conclud-
ing his Indonesia visit, according 
to Indian foreign ministry. 

India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi (C) shakes hands with Indonesia's 
President Prabowo Subianto during his visit at the parliament building in Jakarta

South Korean law targeting false 
online information takes effect

AFP | Seoul, South Korea

South Korea began enforc-
ing Tuesday a revised law 

targeting false information 
posted online, toughening 
penalties for repeat offenders 
despite concerns over the im-
pact on free speech.

The law, which requires ma-
jor platforms to set up new 
response systems, comes as 
concern grows in the country 
over digital misinformation, 
including high-profile cases 
involving celebrities.

But opposition politicians, 

civic groups and media experts 
warn it could chill free speech 
and open the door to govern-
ment-influenced censorship.

Now users who intentionally 
spread illegal false or manip-
ulated information could be 
ordered to pay up to five times 
the actual cost of damages.

And repeat offenders whose 
content has been ruled illegal 
by courts face fines of up to 
one billion won ($655,000).

Fireworks made Washington 
world's most polluted city

AFP | Washington, United States

Washington was briefly the 
most polluted major city 

in the world, according to IQAir 
data, after a massive Independ-
ence Day fireworks show tout-
ed by the Trump administration 
as "awesome."

Pyrotecnico, the company 
hired by the White House's 
Freedom 250 organization, had 
set a goal of breaking a world 
record by launching 850,000 
fireworks, though experts had 
warned that setting off so many 
in just 40 minutes could pose 
serious health risks.

Washington's pollution mon-
itors began registering spikes 

around 8pm on Saturday, 
signaling local fireworks 

displays. But levels of 
f ine particulate 
matter rose dra-
matically during 

the main show, leaving 
people watching down-

wind with an obscured 
view as smoke came bil-
lowing their way.

Fine particle pollution -- de-
fined as smoke and particles 
2.5 micrometers in diameter 
that can penetrate deep into 
the lungs, causing acute injury 
but also long-term disease -- 
peaked at over 200 micrograms 
per cubic meter at one moni-
toring site, city-collected data 
reviewed by AFP showed.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency's (EPA) 24-hour 
standard caps exposure at 35 
micrograms per cubic meter.

"Code Purple" alerts, denot-
ing air quality considered very 

unhealthy for everyone, not just 
at-risk groups, blanketed much 
of the city as well as the wider 
region, including neighboring 
Virginia and Maryland.

And according to data com-
piled by Swiss company IQAir, 
which relies on a variety of pub-
lic and private sources, Wash-
ington was the world's most 
polluted major city between 
around 3am to 5am on Sunday 
July 5. It is currently in 41st 
position, with Jakarta, Kinshasa 
and Addis Ababa occupying the 
first three spots.

A fireworks display is seen during the "Salute to America" Independence Day 
celebration on the National Mall in Washington, DC

Agni-I
700–900 km
Short-range ballistic 
missile
Road-mobile, 
solid-fuel missile 
designed for regional 
deterrence.

Agni-II
2,000–3,500 km
Medium-range ballistic 
missile
Two-stage, solid-fuel 
missile with improved 
mobility and quick 
deployment.

Agni-III
3,000–5,000 km
Intermediate-range 
ballistic missile
Heavier payload 
capability with 
enhanced strategic 
reach.

Agni-IV
About 4,000 km
Intermediate-range 
ballistic missile
Features advanced 
guidance and high 
accuracy with solid-fuel 
propulsion.

Agni-V
Over 5,000 km
Long-range ballistic missile
Three-stage solid-fuel 
missile with canister 
launch capability and 
intercontinental-class 
reach. Bomb attacks wound 18 in 

Damascus as Macron visits
AFP | Damascus, Syria

Two explosions shook 
Damascus on Tuesday 

near a hotel where French 
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron was staying, wounding 
at least 18 people, during the 
French leader’s landmark 
visit to Syria.

The president was not 
inside the hotel when the 
blasts hit, having already 
left for Syria’s presidential 
palace, where an AFP team 
saw him arrive for a meeting 
with counterpart Ahmed al-
Sharaa.

AFP journalists heard at 
least one blast echo through 
Damascus before seeing a 
plume of smoke rising near 
the Four Seasons Hotel, with 
security forces closing a road 
and ambulances rushing to 
the scene.

Syria’s interior ministry 
said one bomb had been 
placed inside a car parked 
on the side of a road, while 
the second was planted in a 
garbage container.

It said they exploded 
“while preparations were 

underway” to dismantle 
them.

The blasts wounded 18 
people, including four police 
officers, Syrian state media 
said.

The French president, 
the first Western European 
leader to visit Syria since the 
fall of longtime ruler Bashar 
al-Assad in 2024, would con-
tinue his trip, France’s Elysee 
Palace said.

“I saw three traffic po-
lice officers injured on the 
ground, before the area was 
evacuated and the roads 
leading to it were closed,” 
H a m a m  H a m m o u d ,  a 
37-year-old employee at a 
money exchange company, 
told AFP.

The blasts came moments 
before Syrian state television 
announced Macron’s arrival 
at the palace.

Macron is meeting with 
Sharaa to discuss post-war 
reconstruction of Syria and 
reiterate his call for “unity” 
and “plurality”, having also 
met with civil society repre-
sentatives.

A security personnel along with a sniffer dog inspects near the Four 
Seasons Hotel following two blasts, in Damascus

Trump berates NATO, praises 
Erdogan as summit starts

• Trump was greeted 
personally by Erdogan 
on the tarmac as 
he descended from 
Air Force One

AFP | Ankara, Turkey

US President Donald Trump 
praised his "chemistry" 
with Turkish leader Recep 

Tayyip Erdogan as he arrived in 
Ankara for a NATO summit yes-
terday, while hitting out at Eu-
ropean allies for their response 
to his war in Iran.

Trump was greeted personally 
by Erdogan on the tarmac as he 
descended from Air Force One, 
before being escorted through 
the empty streets of the Turkish 
capital by a guard of riders on 
white horses.

The summit comes at a fraught 
time for the 77-year-old trans-
atlantic alliance, as Trump has 
lashed out at allies and Wash-
ington steps back from Europe.

"I was very disappointed with 
NATO," Trump said, sitting next 
to Erdogan at the Turkish lead-
er's vast presidential palace.

"Frankly, if it (the summit) 
weren't held in Turkey, where 
my friend happens to be a very 
strong leader, a very strong per-
son, it's possible that I wouldn't 
have attended."

'Testing'
The US president was clearly 

still smarting over the restric-
tions some allies placed on US 
forces using bases at the start of 
the Iran conflict.

"I was testing to see whether 
or not they'd be there, because 

I've long said that we 
helped them," he said.

"Italy turned us down, and 
Germany turned us down, and 
France turned us down."

Trump also risked reopening 
another old wound with NATO 
when he reiterated his stance 
that Greenland "should be con-
trolled by the United States, not 
by Denmark".

NATO chief Mark Rutte has 
insisted European countries 
are "delivering" by bolstering 
military budgets and moving to 
take more responsibility for the 
defence of their continent in the 
face of Russia.

Zelensky makes pitch
Trump spoke to Russian 

President Vladimir Putin 
ahead of the NATO gather-
ing and is expected to meet 
Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelen-
sky on the summit sidelines on 
Wednesday.

" I 
think 

they both want to make a deal," 
Trump said.

"It's too bad it took so long, 
but I think something's going to 
come out."Zelensky for his part 
urged NATO to step up help for 
the country's air defences as it 
struggles with shortages of cru-
cial interceptors to shoot down 
Russian missiles.

The Ukrainian leader also 
made a new pitch for Kyiv to 
become a member of the alli-
ance, despite Trump previously 
shutting the door.

"Do you really believe it would 
be right to live outside NATO, a 
country and a people with this 
level of defensive capability?" 
Zelensky said.

" U k r a i n e 
in NATO is a 
source of ex-
t r a o r d i n a r y 
defensive ca-
pability."

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (L) 
welcoming US President Donald Trump (R) upon 
his arrival at Etimesgut Air Base near Ankara

Macron says Syria must not 
be destabilised
Damascus, Syria

French President Emma-
nuel Macron warned 

on Tuesday that Syria must 
not be destabilised after 
twin bomb attacks near 
the Damascus hotel where 
he spent the night, during 
a landmark state visit to 
a country emerging from 
years of civil war.

In a joint press confer-
ence with his Syrian coun-
terpart, Macron said we 

must “not let ourselves be 
destabilised” by such at-
tacks, before which he had 
already left for the presi-
dential palace in the heart 
of the Syrian capital, and 
reiterated Paris’ support 
for the country.

Sharaa saluted Macron’s 
“courage” for carrying on 
with his visit despite the 
bombings.

Syrian President Ahmed 
al-Sharaa (L) welcomes 
France's President 
Emmanuel Macron for a 
joint press conference in 
Damascus

France to give Syria 50 mn euros stolen by Assad uncle
AFP | Damascus, Syria

French President Emmanuel 
Macron said yesterday on 

a visit to Syria that Paris will 
return more than 50 million eu-
ros ($57 million) stolen by the 
family of former ruler Bashar 
al-Assad to the country.

The two countries signed 
several agreements focusing on 
development and reconstruc-
tion after more than a decade 
of civil war.

France had confiscated the 
money from Rifaat al-Assad, the 
ousted leader's uncle.

Macron told a joint press 

conference with Syrian coun-
terpart Ahmed al-Sharaa that 
"more than 50 million euros 
from the seizure of ill-gotten 
gains by the family of the for-
mer dictator... will be returned 
to the Syrian people to finance 
concrete development projects 
in the territory".

‘She's a nice person actually': Trump on Meloni
Ankara, Turkey

US President Donald Trump 
appeared to have turned 

the page on a diplomatic row 
with Italy’s Prime Minister 
Giorgia Meloni Tuesday as 
he landed in Ankara for a key 
NATO summit.

“I think she’s a nice per-
son, actually,” he said at a 
joint press conference with 
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan.

“We had a bad re-
lationship, folks. It 

became a little bad because 
she refused to help us... She 
refused to get involved with 
the Hormuz Strait,” he said, 
reiterating his disappointment 
over Europe’s reluctance to 
play a role in the US-Israeli war 
on Iran.

“I like her, I think she’s 
a nice person actually, 
but I think she made 
a mistake.. she just 

wasn’t there for 
us and I wasn’t 
h a p py  a b o u t 
that,” he said.

Cargo Flight From Sharjah 
Disappears Near Karachi
A Pakistan-registered K2 

Airways Boeing 737 cargo 
aircraft disappeared from ra-
dar on Tuesday night after re-
porting a navigational system 
malfunction while flying from 
Sharjah to Karachi, prompting 
authorities to launch a large-
scale search and rescue op-
eration.

According to the Pakistan 
Airports Authority (PAA), the 
cargo flight reported a nav-
igational system problem at 
9:18pm Pakistan Standard 
Time (PST) as it approached 
Pakistani airspace. The Kara-
chi Area Control Centre (ACC) 
immediately provided naviga-
tional assistance to the aircraft.

Three minutes later, at 
9:21pm PST, air traffic con-
trollers observed the aircraft 
making a rapid descent and 
an abrupt change in heading 
on radar. Shortly afterwards, 
both radar contact and radio 
communication were lost ap-

proximately 155 nautical miles 
west of Karachi.

Following the incident, the 
Rescue Coordination Centre 
was activated and a coordi-
nated search and rescue oper-
ation was launched at sea with 
the participation of multiple 
agencies to locate the missing 
aircraft.

Officials said the aircraft was 
carrying five crew members. 
Their condition remains un-
known.

Authorities said search op-
erations are ongoing, while the 
reported navigational system 
malfunction and the subse-
quent loss of contact are under 
investigation.


