
His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the 

Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, met with several newly 
appointed Undersecretaries 
and Assistant Undersecretar-
ies at Gudaibiya Palace.

HRH Prince Salman af-
firmed that the Kingdom’s ac-

complishments are driven by 
the ambitions of its people, in 
continued support of Bahrain’s 
comprehensive development 
vision under His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

Investing in National Talent

The Crown Prince congrat-
ulated the newly appointed of-

ficials on receiving the Royal 
Trust, emphasising that con-
fidence placed in the national 
workforce reflects its proven 
competence and that investing in 
homegrown talent strengthens 
government performance.

HRH called on officials to up-
hold dedication and excellence 
as tools for capitalising on op-

portunities, fostering innova-
tion in government, and advanc-
ing the Kingdom’s standing.

The newly appointed Un-
dersecretaries and Assistant 
Undersecretaries expressed 
gratitude for the Royal Trust 
and pledged their full commit-
ment to Bahrain’s continued 
progress.

Oil prices jumped more 
than two percent af-
ter three tankers were 

struck by projectiles or drones 
near the Strait of Hormuz within 
24 hours, reigniting fears over 
global energy supplies. The Brit-
ish maritime security agency UK-
MTO confirmed the attacks, rais-
ing doubts about the durability of 
the US-Iran ceasefire.

Investor confidence in artificial 
intelligence stocks took a fresh 
hit. The Nasdaq Composite shed 
over one percent in New York, 
while the Dow briefly touched 

an all-time high before turning 
negative. European markets in 
Frankfurt and Paris also closed 
lower.

Seoul led Asian losses as Sam-
sung shares plunged more than 
six percent, despite the chipmak-
er reporting an 1,800-percent 
surge in second-quarter operat-
ing profit. Analysts warned that 
in richly valued markets, strong 
earnings alone are no longer suf-
ficient—investors now demand 
clear guidance and lasting pricing 
power.

Markets also awaited the Fed-
eral Reserve meeting minutes for 
clues on future interest rates.
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• Strategic DHL 
Partnership  

• Infrastructure 
Drives Growth

• Regional Logistics 
Expansion  

LMRA Digital 
Services Expanded

The Labour Market Reg-
ulatory Authority (LMRA) 
launched an instant digital 
service allowing labour sup-
ply agencies to automatical-
ly cancel their licences once 
their commercial registration 
is cancelled through the Si-
jilat system. The new service 
removes paperwork require-
ments and reduces process-
ing time, supporting Bahrain’s 
wider digital transformation 
efforts to provide faster and 
more efficient government 
services.

Unified Customs 
Centre Goes Fully 
Digital

President of Customs 
Shaikh Ahmed bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa visited the Uni-
fied Customs Clearance 
Centre at Khalifa Bin Sal-
man Port after it completed 
all requirements to become 
a remote electronic service 
centre under Bahrain’s Gov-
ernment Service Centres 
Evaluation Programme. 
Mohammed Ali Al Qaed, 
Chief Executive of the In-
formation & eGovernment 
Authority (iGA) and Chair-
man of the programme’s 
evaluation committee, at-
tended the visit.

The Unified Customs 
Clearance Centre, one of 
the first customs service 
centres to join the Gov-
ernment Service Centres 
Evaluation Programme 
launched in 2017, achieved 
100% compliance with the 
programme’s standards. 
The centre also earned the 
Silver Shield in 2019 and the 
Gold Shield every year from 
2020 to 2024, highlighting 
its continued excellence in 
government service delivery.

Three Tankers Hit Near Hormuz

DHL Expansion 
Plans Reviewed

Finance and National 
Economy Minister Shaikh 
Salman bin Khalifa Al Khal-
ifa received John Pearson, 
Global CEO of DHL Express, 
to discuss strengthening 
cooperation and support-
ing the continued growth 
of Bahrain’s logistics sector.

During the meeting, 
Shaikh Salman reaffirmed 
Bahrain’s  commitment 
to further developing the 
logistics sector as one of the 
Kingdom’s key economic 
growth drivers. He high-
lighted ongoing efforts to 
strengthen Bahrain’s posi-
tion as a leading regional 
logistics hub, supported by 
its strategic location linking 
regional and global markets, 
as well as its modern ports 
and airport infrastructure, 
which enhance supply chain 
efficiency and facilitate re-
gional and international 
trade.

Oil surges, equities stumble amid renewed shipping threats and tech sector jitters

World-Class Logistics Destination
Kingdom pledges deeper ties with global logistics giants to sharpen its competitive edge

His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khal-
ifa,  the Crown 

Prince and Prime Minister, met 
with DHL Express Chief Exec-
utive Officer John Pearson at 
Gudaibiya Palace, underscoring 
Bahrain’s drive to become a pre-
mier global logistics hub.

HRH the  Crown Prince 
stressed the strategic impor-

tance of Bahrain’s logistics 
sector, noting that sustained 
infrastructure investment di-
rectly supports the Kingdom’s 
comprehensive development 
agenda under the leadership of 

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa.

Bahrain–DHL Partnership

HRH Prince Salman com-
mended the existing collabo-

ration with DHL Express and 
reaffirmed Bahrain’s commit-
ment to broadening ties with 
world-leading logistics com-
panies — a move designed to 
further cement the Kingdom’s 
position as a competitive and 
attractive destination for global 
freight operators.

DHL Express CEO John Pear-
son expressed appreciation 
for HRH’s ongoing efforts to 
strengthen bilateral coopera-
tion and highlighted the part-
nership’s role in delivering 
high-quality logistics services 
across the region.

The meeting was attended 
by HH Shaikh Isa bin Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Minister 
of the Prime Minister’s Court; 
HE Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa 
Al Khalifa, Minister of Finance 
and National Economy; and HE 
Shaikh Ahmed bin Ali Al Khal-
ifa, Chairman of DHL Express 
Bahrain.

Royal Trust, National Purpose
Bahrain joins UN’s 
first AI governance 
talks   

Minister of Transporta-
tion and Telecommunica-
tions, Dr. Shaikh Abdul-
lah bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, 
participated in the United 
Nations’ inaugural Global 
Dialogue on Artificial In-
telligence Governance in 
Geneva, Switzerland. The 
landmark forum brought 
together ministers, senior 
officials, policymakers, in-
ternational organizations, 
private sector leaders, and 
academics. The event fo-
cused on strengthening 
international cooperation 
and developing compre-
hensive, responsible frame-
works for AI governance. 
Bahrain’s participation 
underscores its growing 
role in shaping global dig-
ital policy discussions at 
the highest international 
levels.



Interior Minister, General 
Shaikh Rashid bin Ab-

dullah Al Khalifa, received Sir 
John Chipman, former Exec-
utive Chairman of the Inter-
national Institute for Strate-
gic Studies (IISS), on Tuesday. 
Deputy Chief of Police Lieu-
tenant General Shaikh Hamad 
bin Mohammed Al Khalifa was 
also present at the meeting.

The Minister welcomed Sir 
John, underscoring the impor-
tance of such engagements in 
strengthening dialogue and 
exchanging perspectives.

He praised the wisdom and 
leadership of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa in 
confronting Iranian aggres-
sion and managing its regional 
fallout, stressing that the King 
places national identity, pro-
gress, and prosperity at the top 
of Bahrain’s priorities within 
a framework of institutional 
governance and rule of law.

The Minister also highlight-
ed Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa’s close oversight of 
all initiatives and projects ad-
vancing national development.

The Minister expressed 
appreciation for the role of 
research bodies in informing 
decision-makers and address-
ing fast-moving global chal-
lenges, singling out the IISS’s 
contributions to international 
peace and its flagship annual 
forum, the Manama Dialogue.

Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Shaikh Khalid bin 
Abdullah Al Khalifa 

received Indian External Af-
fairs Minister Dr. Subrahman-
yam Jaishankar, during the of-
ficial visit to the Kingdom of 
Bahrain. Discussions focused 
on strengthening bilateral rela-
tions and expanding coopera-
tion across various fields.

Shaikh Khalid bin Abdullah 
highlighted the deep-rooted his-
torical relations between Bah-
rain and India, describing the 
partnership between the two 
countries as strategic and built 
on mutual respect and shared 
interests.

He stressed the importance 

of continuing to enhance bilat-
eral cooperation to support the 
aspirations and development 
goals of both nations and their 
peoples.

The Deputy Prime Minister 
praised India’s growing role in 
international affairs and reaf-
firmed Bahrain’s commitment to 
further strengthening coordina-
tion and collaboration with New 
Delhi in various sectors.

He also expressed apprecia-
tion for India’s position and sol-
idarity with Bahrain following 
the criminal Iranian attacks, as 
well as its support for the King-
dom’s measures to protect its 
sovereignty and maintain secu-
rity and stability.

H.E. Shaikh Khalid bin Ab-
dullah noted the significant 

progress in economic relations 
between Bahrain and India, em-
phasizing the need to build on 
this momentum by exploring 
new opportunities to diversify 
trade and investment.

He highlighted promising are-
as for future cooperation, includ-
ing industry, financial and logis-
tics services, the digital econo-
my, food security initiatives, and 
emerging technologies.
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New Opportunities in 
Trade and Investment

Deputy Prime Minister welcomes India’s support

“The partnership 
between Bahrain and 

India is strategic, built 
on mutual respect and 

shared interests.”

Interior Ministry Bids Farewell 
to Indian Ambassador

Undersecretary of 
the Interior Minis-
try for Nationality, 

Passports and Residence Af-
fairs, His Excellency Shaikh 
Hisham bin Abdulrahman 
Al Khalifa, received India’s 
Ambassador to the Kingdom, 
H.E. Vinod K. Jacob, on the 
occasion of the conclusion 
of his diplomatic tenure in 
Bahrain.

At the start of the meeting, 
Shaikh Hisham warmly wel-
comed the outgoing ambas-
sador and praised the distin-
guished bilateral relationship 
between Bahrain and India, 
noting the steady progress 
achieved across various fields 
of cooperation. He reaffirmed 
the importance of sustaining 
and deepening collaboration 

in ways that serve the shared 
interests of both nations.

“We remain committed to 
strengthening our ties with 
India and building on the sol-
id foundation that has been 
established,” Shaikh Hisham 
said. He expressed his ap-
preciation for Ambassador 
Jacob’s sincere efforts and 
meaningful contributions 
during his tenure in the King-
dom.

Ambassador  Jacob ex-
pressed deep gratitude for 
the support and cooperation 
extended to him during his 
tenure. He affirmed India’s 
pride in its close relation-
ship with Bahrain and under-
scored his country’s commit-
ment to furthering bilateral 
cooperation and coordination 
between the two sides.

Senior official honours outgoing envoy 
as bilateral ties continue to flourish

Role of Think Tanks in 
Regional Stability

Defence Force Graduates 18th Joint Command 
and Staff Course

Defence Minister hands out Master’s degrees to officers from eight Arab nations at Royal 
College ceremony

The Bahrain 
D e f e n c e 
Force held 

the graduation cer-
emony of the 18th 
Joint Command 
and Staff Course 
this morning at the 
Royal College of 
Command, Staff and 
National Defence, 
under the patron-
age of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa, Supreme 
Commander of the 
Armed Forces.

His Majesty was represented 
by Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa 
bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, Com-
mander-in-Chief of the BDF, 
who in turn assigned Lieutenant 
General Abdullah bin Hassan 
Al-Noaimi, Minister of Defence 
Affairs, to attend the ceremony 

on his behalf.
Rear Admiral Abdul-

lah Saeed Al-Mansouri, Com-
mandant of the Royal College, 
addressed graduates, stressing 
the institution’s commitment to 
advancing military and academ-
ic excellence.

“The Royal College races 

against time today, mobilising 
all its capabilities to transform 
the objectives of the Royal 
vision into tangible reality,” 
Al-Mansouri said.

In his address, the Defence 
Minister affirmed the BDF’s 
continued progress under royal 

leadership, praising the dedi-
cation of faculty and graduates 
alike. He congratulated officers 
from the UAE, Saudi Arabia, 
Oman, Kuwait, Jordan, Egypt, 
and Yemen who participated 
alongside their Bahraini coun-
terparts.

General Abdullah bin Hassan Al-Noaimi

“His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
places national identity, 
progress and prosperity 

at the forefront of 
Bahrain’s priorities 

within a framework of 
institutional governance 

and the rule of law.”

Scholarship 
Applications for 
95pc Students

The Ministry of Ed-
ucation has opened 
registration for schol-

arships for the 2026-2027 ac-
ademic year, inviting Bahraini 
secondary school graduates 
with a cumulative average of 
95 per cent or above to apply.

Applications can be sub-
mitted through the ministry’s 
website and the dedicated 
scholarships and grants portal. 
The scholarship programme 
offers hundreds of opportu-
nities across a wide range of 
disciplines aligned with labour 
market needs and future devel-
opment priorities.

Local universities and high-
er education institutions have 
received the largest share of 
scholarships, covering fields 
such as medicine, engineering, 
technology, business, finance, 
law, humanities and digital-fo-
cused specialisations.

The programme also in-
cludes overseas scholarships 
in countries including Japan, 
the UK, the US and Gulf states. 
Japanese universities such as 
Waseda University, Kyushu 
University and Ritsumeikan 
University are included among 
the international options, offer-
ing programmes in technology, 
engineering and science fields.

Kingdom Steps Up NATO Dialogue

A Bahraini delegation, led 
by Ambassador Shai-
kh Abdullah bin Ali Al 

Khalifa, Director General of Bi-
lateral Relations at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, participated 
in NATO meetings held in Anka-
ra, Turkey. During the sessions, 
both sides explored opportunities 
to strengthen joint cooperation 
with the North Atlantic Alliance. 
Discussions also covered an ex-
change of views on a range of 
regional and international issues 

of shared concern. The meetings 
brought together senior officials 
and alliance representatives, 

reflecting Bahrain’s continued 
engagement with leading multi-
lateral security frameworks and 

its commitment to fostering con-
structive diplomatic dialogue on 
pressing global matters.

Delegation discusses regional and global developments



A person who pockets 
a mistaken Money 
transfer can be jailed 
for up to two years, a 

lawyer has said.
Jassim Al Issa told The Daily 

Tribune that money sent to the 
wrong account does not be-
come the property of the person 
who receives it.

The rule is clear, he said. The 
cash still belongs to its owner 
and must be returned once the 
error is known.

Mobile payment options of-
fered by different apps have 
become one of Bahrain’s most 
used payment tools, letting 
people move money in sec-
onds by phone. But a wrong 
number, a wrong account, or a 
similar name can send cash to 
a stranger.

Lawyer Al Issa said the law 
draws a line between innocent 
receipt and unlawful taking. 
Merely receiving money by 
mistake is not a crime. Keeping 
it after knowing it is not yours 
can be. He said Article 396 of 
Bahrain’s Penal Code covers an-
yone who takes, with intent to 
own, money that came into their 
hands by error or force majeure.

The penalty can reach two 
years in jail, a fine of up to 
BD200, or both, if the court finds 
the offence has been made out.

Lawyer Al Issa said the 
re c i p i e n t  n e e d  n o t  h ave 
caused the mistake.  It  is 
enough that they know the 
money belongs to someone 
else and still refuse to re-
turn it. An error that begins 
with an innocent transfer 
can then end as a criminal 
case. The sender can also 
bring a civil claim to recov-
er the sum and seek dam-
ages if  they suffered loss 
because the money was held 
from them, he said.

Lawyer Al Issa urged any-
one who sends money to the 
wrong account to keep proof 
of the transfer, contact the 
recipient or the bank, and 
go to the proper authorities 
if the money is not returned.

Those who receive money 
by mistake should leave it 
untouched and return it, or 
ask the bank to deal with it.

The Ministry of Mu-
nicipalities Affairs 
a n d  A g r i c u l t u r e 

launched field operations 
against stray dogs gathering at 
archaeological burial mounds 
in Hamad Town, following 
repeated complaints chan-
nelled through the Northern 
Municipal Council.

Northern Municipal Coun-
cil member Abdulla Mubarak 
Bilal Al Qobaisi flagged the 
issue after residents reported 
dog gatherings inside Block 
1207’s ancient cemeteries, 
particularly between the 
fourth and seventh rounda-
bouts — a concern sharpest 
after dark.

Swift action
The ministry referred the 

complaint to its contracted 
animal-control company, 
which verified and mapped 
the affected sites before be-
ginning targeted removal.

Officials outlined a broad-
er strategy: a new 30-month 
contract covering capture, 
sterilisation and temporary 
shelter at Hafira, plus incom-
ing legislation to register pets 
by microchip.

“Awareness should come 
before punishment,” said Mo-
hammed Al Maas, vice-chair-

man of the Bahrain Society 
for Cats and Dogs, urging or-
ganised feeding over outright 
bans.

Officials confirmed that 
Bahrain remains rabies-free 
and called for stronger media 
awareness campaigns.
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Hamad Town dog problem 
triggers ministry action

Field operations launched at archaeological sites after 
residents raise repeated alarms

Stray dogs pictured inside a Bahrain graveyard following complaints from 
nearby residents.

“Residents deserve 
safe and respectful 

public spaces.”
 - ABDULLA MUBARAK BILAL AL 

QOBAISI

“Awareness should 
come before 
punishment” 
 -MOHAMMED AL MAAS 

A Northern Munici-
pal Council member 
has called for the new 

2,000-square-metre Maqasees 
market to be managed by the 
Northern Municipality and re-
served for long-standing Bahraini 
vendors.

Abdulla Mubarak Belal Al 
Qubaisi, representing the Ninth 
Constituency, submitted the pro-
posal during the council’s latest 
meeting, warning the project must 
not lose the popular character it 
was built to protect.

The market is planned for 
Hoorat A’ali, near the Farmers’ 
Market.

“The Maqasees market is not 
merely a place for selling used 
goods—it is a popular heritage 
landmark reflecting Bahrain’s so-

cial and cultural identi-
ty,” Al Qubaisi said.

Vendors first
He said leasing 

priority must go to 
Bahraini vendors, 
particularly those 
from the former Ma-
nama and Isa Town 
markets, with strict rules bar-
ring subletting to expatriate 
workers.

The proposal recommends 

market operate during evening 
hours Sunday to Thursday, with 
morning and evening sessions 
on weekends.
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Maqasees Market Must Stay 
Bahraini, Councillor Says

Northern Municipality urged to take charge of 2,000sqm heritage site

Councilors discuss the proposal in the last meeting

The market is planned for Hoorat A’ali, near the 
Farmers’ Market

Wrong Transfer, Right Trouble

“Digital payments 
have not changed the 
old legal rule money 

sent by mistake 
remains the property 

of its true owner.” 
- JASSIM AL ISSA, LAWYER

Sitra Homes Restored After 
Iranian Attacks

Government hands over repaired houses to affected residents 
under royal directives

A new batch of homes in 
Sitra damaged by Ira-
nian attacks has been 

handed over to residents fol-
lowing the completion of repair 
works by the Works Ministry and 
the Housing and Urban Planning 
Ministry.

The handover followed di-
rectives from His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and an 
order from His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince and Prime Minis-
ter Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa to compensate citizens 
whose homes and vehicles were 
damaged.

Repair works included struc-
tural treatment, internal and ex-
ternal finishing, and restoration 
of affected utilities and services. 
Specialised engineering teams 
conducted detailed technical as-
sessments before carrying out 
the work, which met required 
quality and safety standards prior 
to handover.

The Works Ministry confirmed 
it will continue repairing remain-

ing damaged homes under the 
approved executive plan, coordi-
nating with relevant authorities 
to ensure timely and high-quality 
completion.

Sitra residents praised the 
swift government response and 
expressed appreciation for the 

royal directives that guided the 
effort.

“The works helped return our 
homes to their normal condition,” 
said one resident, adding that co-
ordination between government 
bodies had brought reassurance 
to affected families.

Breaking the Chain

Government Hospitals, 
in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Interior, 

held an awareness programme 
highlighting the dangers of drug 
abuse and the importance of 
treatment and rehabilitation.

The event featured education-
al activities showcasing the spe-
cialised services of the addiction 
treatment unit at the Psychiatric 
Hospital. A number of recover-
ing patients were honoured for 
their commitment to overcom-
ing addiction.

Dr. Mariam Al Jalahma, 

CEO of Government Hospitals, 
stressed the need for cross-sec-
tor cooperation to strengthen 
prevention and protect families 
from drug-related risks.

Dr. Shaima Bucheery, Chief of 

Medical Services at the Psychiat-
ric Hospital, said the unit offers 
comprehensive, evidence-based 
programmes to help patients 
regain stability and reintegrate 
into society.

Bahrain’s hospitals and police join forces to free communities from addiction

Keeping mistaken money is a crime in Bahrain
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The Supreme Council for 
Environment (SCE) or-
ganized a Gulf regional 

workshop on the International 
Union for Conservation of Na-
ture (IUCN) Green List standards 
for protected areas and Other Ef-
fective Area-Based Conservation 
Measures (OECMs), in coopera-
tion with the General Secretariat 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) and with technical support 
from the IUCN.

SCE Chief Executive Officer 
Amina Hamad Al Rumaihi high-
lighted the workshop’s impor-
tance in enhancing GCC coopera-
tion in environmental protection 

and biodiversity conservation 
through knowledge exchange, 
capacity building, and adopting 
international best practices in 
protected area management.

The workshop opened with 
remarks by Nouf Ali Al Was-
mi, Director of the Natural Re-
serves Department at the Su-
preme Council for Environment, 
who welcomed participants 
and stressed the importance of 
strengthening Gulf cooperation 
in environmental conservation 
and exchanging expertise to im-
prove protected area manage-
ment according to international 
standards.

Meanwhile, Saleh bin Houshan 
Al Houshan, Director of the Envi-

ronment Department at the GCC 
General Secretariat,emphasized 
that the workshop reflects joint 
Gulf efforts to build environ-
mental capacities, enhance the 
efficiency of natural reserve 

management, and promote sus-
tainable ecosystem conservation 
through improved environmen-
tal governance, exchange of ex-
pertise, and the application of 
modern scientific approaches.

A lasting tribute is being 
created for one of Bah-
rain’s most celebrated 

literary figures, as His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
directed that a road near cultur-
al landmarks be named after the 
late poet and writer Ali Abdullah 
Khalifa.

His Majesty received the family 
of the late writer, recalling his re-
markable contributions and years 
of service to the Kingdom, while 
offering condolences to his loved 
ones. As part of the tribute, His 
Majesty also instructed the Bah-
rain Authority for Culture and 
Antiquities to prepare and publish 
a comprehensive book document-
ing Ali Abdullah Khalifa’s literary 
biography and poetic works.

The royal gesture reflects the 
Kingdom’s recognition of a cultur-
al figure whose words and works 
helped shape Bahrain’s literary 
identity and preserve its heritage. H.E. Dr. Rashid Najm, Chair-

man of the Board of Directors of 
the Writers and Authors Associ-
ation, praised the royal directive, 
describing it as a significant hon-
our for a writer who dedicated his 
life to literature and culture.

He said the decision to name a 
street after Ali Abdullah Khalifa 
and document his achievements 
represents a lasting recognition 
of his contribution to Bahrain’s 
cultural renaissance.

Dr. Najm highlighted that the 
late poet was not only a prominent 
writer but also one of the found-

ers of the Writers and Authors As-
sociation and among the pioneers 
of Bahrain’s literary movement.

Over decades, Ali Abdul-
lah Khalifa played a key role in 
strengthening the Kingdom’s cul-
tural identity, enriching the liter-
ary scene and serving Bahraini and 
Arab heritage through his excep-
tional body of work.

He added that the royal recogni-
tion demonstrates His Majesty the 
King’s commitment to preserving 
Bahrain’s cultural heritage and 
honouring creators who have con-

tributed to the nation’s 
progress.

The family of the late 
writer expressed deep 
appreciation for the hon-
our, saying the gesture re-
flects the valued position 
Bahraini intellectuals 
hold with the Kingdom’s 
leadership and ensures 

that his contributions 
remain remembered by 

future generations.
His Excellency Mr. Salman bin 

Isa bin Hindi Al-Mannai, Gov-
ernor of Muharraq Governorate,  
also expressed gratitude for the 
royal decision to name one of the 
governorate’s streets after Ali Ab-
dullah Khalifa, describing it as a 
fitting tribute to a cultural figure 
whose name has long been associ-
ated with Muharraq and Bahrain’s 
literary scene.

He said the honour reflects the 
Kingdom’s approach of celebrat-

ing national figures who have 
enriched Bahrain’s civilisational 
journey and helped preserve its 
cultural identity.

The First Major Crimi-
nal Court has scheduled 

July 28 to issue its verdict in 
the case of a 22-year-old man 
accused of forging official doc-
uments to transfer ownership 
of two vehicles before selling 
one of them.

According to prosecutors, 
the defendant allegedly forged 
the owner’s signature on vehi-
cle transfer forms submitted 
to the General Directorate of 
Traffic and misappropriated 

vehicles entrusted to him un-
der a power of attorney.

During the latest hearing, 
the defence sought the de-
fendant’s acquittal, while his 
brother submitted a notarised 
waiver from the victim. The 
case stems from a complaint 
by a Gulf-based businessman 
who claimed the defendant 
unlawfully transferred owner-
ship of his vehicles after being 
entrusted with registering and 
insuring them in Bahrain.

The First High Criminal 
Court set July 28 to de-

liver its verdict in the case of 
three Asian men accused of rob-
bing a construction materials 
warehouse after assaulting and 
restraining a security guard.

Prosecutors said the suspects, 
aided by unidentified accom-
plices, attacked the guard at the 
company’s Ras Zuwaid premises 
in February, tied him to a chair, 

stole his mobile phone, and then 
broke into the warehouse to take 
electrical cables and other items.

Police later recovered around 
700 kilograms of stolen electri-
cal cables after tracing the sus-
pects through a scrap dealer. 
Three men were arrested while 
a fourth escaped. Investigators 
also found that the bus allegedly 
used in the crime had altered 
licence plates to avoid detection.
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Bahrain Honours Poet Ali Abdullah 
Khalifa’s Cultural Journey

TDT | Manama
Neethu V

Guard Tied, Warehouse Looted

Verdict Awaits in Car Fraud Case

As part of his official visit to 
the United States, Lieutenant 
General Tariq bin Hassan Al 
Hassan, Chief of Bahrain’s Police 
and Chairman of the National 
Committee for Civil Emergen-
cy Management, conducted a 
comprehensive field tour of the 
New York City Fire Department 
(FDNY) Academy on July 7, 2026.

The visit followed high-level 
meetings with NYC Fire Com-
missioner Lillian Bonsignore 
and provided the Bahraini del-
egation with a first-hand view 
of one of the world’s most ad-
vanced firefighting training in-
stitutions. During the tour, Lieu-
tenant General Al Hassan and 
accompanying officials explored 
the Academy’s specialised train-
ing facilities and gained insight 
into the methods and standards 
used to prepare firefighters.

The delegation was briefed 
on the Academy’s advanced 
equipment and modern train-
ing systems designed to sup-
port realistic, scenario-based 
exercises covering a wide range 
of emergency situations. The 
visit highlighted the facility’s 
simulation environments, which 
recreate real-life challenges in-
cluding structural fires, hazard-
ous material incidents, high-rise 
evacuations, and mass casualty 
scenarios.

The tour reflected Bahrain’s 
commitment to adopting inter-
national best practices in fire-
fighter training and civil defence 
preparedness. Officials from 
both sides also discussed op-
portunities to exchange exper-
tise and explore how advanced 
simulation-based training ap-
proaches could contribute to 
enhancing Bahrain’s future civil 
protection programmes.

TDT | Manama

Bahrain Eyes FDNY Training Model in 
New York Tour 

Labour Minister Backs Deaf Jobs

Court to deliver judgment on July 28 over armed 
warehouse robbery

Two Asian women have 
been referred to the High 

Criminal Court on charges of 
human trafficking, with the first 
hearing scheduled for July 20, 
following an investigation by 
the Public Prosecution.

The case began after a woman 
reported that she had been re-
cruited to work in Bahrain but, 
upon arrival, had her passport 

confiscated and was allegedly 
forced into illegal activities.

The victim was placed in 
a shelter run by the National 
Committee to Combat Human 
Trafficking while prosecutors 
gathered evidence, including 
judicial assistance from the first 
defendant’s home country, be-
fore referring both women to 
trial.

Two Women Indicted for Trafficking
Victim says she was lured to Bahrain, stripped of 

her passport and exploited

22-year-old accused of forging documents and 
selling a vehicle without the owner’s consent

The First High Criminal 
Court set July 28 to de-

liver its verdict in the case of a 
40-year-old Egyptian man ac-
cused of importing and possess-
ing the psychotropic substance 
Pregabalin with the intent to 
traffic. The court also ordered 
that the defendant remain in 
custody.

According to the Public Pros-
ecution, customs officers at 
Bahrain International Airport 
intercepted the suspect on Feb-
ruary 10, 2026, after discover-
ing 355 Pregabalin pills hidden 

inside a dietary supplement 
container in his luggage and 
another container concealed in 
his trouser pocket.

Investigators said the defend-
ant admitted bringing the pills 
into Bahrain to sell to a friend 
for BD250. Laboratory analysis 
confirmed the seized pills con-
tained the psychotropic sub-
stance Pregabalin. Authorities 
said investigations indicated 
the pills had been purchased 
abroad for resale in Bahrain, 
although the intended buyer 
was not identified.

Egyptian Faces Trial Over Pregabalin 
Smuggling

Court to deliver verdict on July 28 as defendant 
remains in custody

TDT | Manama

A Greener Gulf Begins in Bahrain
Experts discuss IUCN Green List criteria and effective conservation measures across the Gulf

Saleh bin Houshan Al Houshan, 
Director of the Environment 
Department at the GCC General 
Secretariat

Nouf Ali Al Wasmi, Director of the 
Natural Reserves Department at the 
Supreme Council for Environment

HM King Receives Family of Late Poet Ali Abdullah Khalifa

Dr. Rashid Najm, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the Writers 

and Authors Association

Late poet and writer Ali Abdullah Khalifa 

“The honour reflects the 
Kingdom’s approach of 

celebrating national figures 
who have enriched Bahrain’s 

civilisational journey and 
helped preserve its cultural 

identity
SALMAN BIN ISA BIN HINDI AL-MANNAI, GOVERNOR OF 

MUHARRAQ GOVERNORATE 

Delegation explores world-class firefighter preparation methods and technology

Minister of Labour and Minister of Legal Affairs Yousif bin Abdulhussain Khalaf 
met with Bahrain Deaf Society Chairman Hassan Abdullah Al Guraifi to discuss 
strengthening cooperation in supporting and empowering people with disabilities, 
particularly through expanding employment opportunities for deaf and hard-of-
hearing individuals. The meeting highlighted the ministry’s efforts to enhance 
collaboration with civil society organisations and promote workplace inclusion. 
Khalaf reaffirmed the commitment to developing policies and programmes that 
support equal opportunities, professional integration, and sustainable employment 
for people with disabilities. The two sides also reviewed initiatives focused on 
training, qualification, and employment programmes tailored to improve labour 
market participation and contribute to Bahrain’s development goals.



Total CX, part of the 
B e yo n  G ro u p,  a n -
nounced the signing of 

a strategic agreement with Ibn 
Al-Nafees Hospital to deliver 
innovative customer experi-
ence services and AI solutions 
that support and enhance the 
hospital’s operations, reflect-
ing both organizations’ shared 
commitment to enhancing cus-
tomer experience through the 
integration of skilled talent and 
AI-enabled solutions.

The agreement was signed 
by Total CX Interim CEO Aseel 
Mattar and Ibn Al-Nafees Hos-
pital CEO Mr. Rahma Jaberi. 

Commenting on the partner-
ship, Total CX Interim CEO Aseel 
Mattar said, “Organizations 
today are looking for smarter 

ways to strengthen customer 
experience while improving 
operational performance. By 
combining experienced cus-
tomer service professionals 

with AI-enabled capabilities, 
we help our partners build 
more responsive, efficient, and 
scalable customer operations. 
We are pleased to support Ibn 

Al-Nafees Hospital in deliver-
ing enhanced experiences for 
its patients and customers.”

Ibn Al-Nafees Hospital CEO 
Mr. Rahma Jaberi said, “At Ibn 

Al-Nafees Hospital, delivering 
exceptional patient and cus-
tomer experience is central 
to our mission. Our partner-
ship with Total CX enables us 

to strengthen our operations 
through the combination of 
skilled professionals and in-
novative AI capabilities, sup-
porting greater efficiency, re-
sponsiveness, and service ex-
cellence.” 

Under the agreement, Total 
CX will deploy dedicated pro-
fessionals alongside AI-driven 
solutions that strengthen Ibn 
Al-Nafees Hospital’s CX capa-
bilities. The collaboration will 
help improve service efficiency, 
responsiveness, and customer 
satisfaction.

The partnership further 
strengthens Total CX’s position 
as a trusted partner for organi-
zations seeking integrated solu-
tions that combine skilled tal-
ent with AI-enabled capabilities 
to strengthen service delivery 
and operational performance.

Cargo movement at Khalifa 
Bin Salman Port surged to 
its highest monthly level 

in two years in June, signalling a 
strong recovery after the Strait of 
Hormuz disruption that crippled 
regional shipping earlier this year.

The port handled approximately 
112,600 tonnes of general cargo last 
month—a sharp rebound that fol-
lows a similarly strong May perfor-
mance of around 105,500 tonnes, 
bringing the two-month combined 
total to roughly 218,200 tonnes.

Standstill to Surge
The recovery comes after cargo 

movement came to a complete halt 
in March and was further disrupt-
ed through part of April, following 
Iranian attacks on Bahrain and 
other Gulf states that forced the 
closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

The latest figures suggest the 

port regained operational momen-
tum quickly once conditions began 
to ease.

General cargo handled in May 
and June 2026 rose by approxi-
mately 198 per cent compared with 
the same two-month period last 
year, when the port recorded just 
73,200 tonnes. June alone marked 
a near fourfold increase against 
June 2025’s figure of around 
29,000 tonnes.

The performance points to more 
than a simple return to normal. 

Port analysts say the figures 
reflect restored shipping con-
fidence and a demonstration 
of supply chain resilience un-
der pressure.

Khalifa Bin Salman Port 
serves as a critical gateway 
for Bahrain’s trade and import 
supply movement. The scale 
and speed of its recovery un-
derscores the port’s strategic 
readiness — and its ability to 
absorb and overcome major 
regional disruptions.
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Total CX and Ibn Al-Nafees Hospital Sign Strategic Partnership 
to Advance AI-Powered Customer Experience Services

Gulf Logistics Integration Push

Showcasing Youth-Led Ventures with Commercial Potential

GCC officials discuss strategies to create a more efficient and flexible regional logistics network

The National Bank of 
Bahrain (NBB) has 
announced its updat-

ed operating hours across its 
branch network.

Under the new schedule, 
the Bank’s Airport branch 
will operate daily from 9:00 
am to 11:00 pm. The Atrium 
Mall branch will be open from 
Sunday to Wednesday between 
9:00 am and 5:00 pm, and on 
Thursday from 9:00 am to 4:00 
pm. Seef Mall branch will op-
erate from Saturday to Tuesday 
between 10:00 am and 6:00 
pm, and on Wednesday from 
10:00 am to 5:00 pm.

NBB’s Main Branch, along 
with the Hidd, Madinat Khali-
fa, Al Estiqlal Highway, Jidhafs, 
Souq Waqef, Riffa Souq, and 
Salmaniya branches will serve 
customers from Sunday to 
Wednesday between 7:30 am 

and 3:00 pm, and on Thursday 
from 7:30 am to 2:00 pm.

Meanwhile,  the  Bank’s 
Budaiya Highway, Sitra, Al 
Muthanna Road, Isa Town, 
Central Market, Hamad Town, 
Riffa Bokowarah, Muharraq 
Souq, and Exhibition Avenue 
branches will operate from 

Saturday to Tuesday between 
7:30 am and 3:00 pm, and on 
Wednesday from 7:30 am to 
2:00 pm.

Customers are encouraged 
to check NBB’s official website 
and digital channels for the 
latest branch timings before 
visiting.

TDT | Manama 

NBB Announces Updated Branch Operating Hours

Cargo movement at 
K h a l i f a  B i n  S a l -
man Port surged to 

its highest monthly level in 
two years in June, signalling 
a strong recovery after the 
Strait of Hormuz disruption 
that crippled regional ship-
ping earlier this year.

The port handled approxi-
mately 112,600 tonnes of gen-
eral cargo last month—a sharp 
rebound that follows a simi-
larly strong May performance 
of around 105,500 tonnes, 
bringing the two-month com-
bined total to roughly 218,200 
tonnes.

Standstill to Surge
The recovery comes after 

cargo movement came to a 
complete halt in March and 
was further disrupted through 
part of April, following Ira-

nian attacks on Bahrain and 
other Gulf states that forced 
the closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz.

The latest figures suggest 
the port regained operational 
momentum quickly once con-
ditions began to ease.

General cargo handled in 
May and June 2026 rose by 
approximately 198 per cent 
compared with the same two-
month period last year, when 
the port recorded just 73,200 
tonnes. June alone marked a 
near fourfold increase against 
June 2025’s figure of around 

29,000 tonnes.
The performance points to 

more than a simple return to 
normal. Port analysts say the 
figures reflect restored ship-
ping confidence and a demon-
stration of supply chain resil-
ience under pressure.

Khalifa Bin Salman Port 
serves as a critical gateway 
for Bahrain’s trade and import 
supply movement. The scale 
and speed of its recovery un-
derscores the port’s strategic 
readiness — and its ability to 
absorb and overcome major 
regional disruptions.

TDT | Manama
Hasan Barakat

Khalifa Port Cargo Hits Two-Year High After Hormuz Disruption

Aseel Mattar, Interim CEO of Total CX, and Rahma Jaberi, 
CEO of Ibn Al-Nafees Hospital, exchange the signed 
agreement.

• Focus on stronger 
Gulf transport links.  

•  GCC railway project 
progress discussed.  



THE ONLY WAY TO DO GREAT WORK 
IS TO LOVE WHAT YOU DO.
STEVE JOBS

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY
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1099 1497 1777 1800 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
First Crusade: 15,000 starving 
Christian soldiers march in reli-
gious procession around Jerusalem 
as its Muslim defenders look on

Portuguese navigator Vasco da 
Gama departs on his first voyage and 
becomes the first European to reach 

India by sea

Independent Vermont in-
troduces a new constitution 
prohibiting slavery

Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse gives the first 
cowpox vaccination in the United States 

to his son to prevent smallpox
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The warnings about 
AI are real – and so 

is the potential.If used 
well, and shared wide-
ly, it could become the 
great equalizer of the 
21st Century.The choice 
before us is not between 
faith in AI and fear of it. 
It is between governing 
by design & drifting by 
default.

@antonioguterres

FREEDOM FUEL HAS 
ARRIVED. The FIRST 

Freedom Fuel Network 
gas station has LANDED 
in Philadelphia, lowering 
the price at the pump to 
$3.47 for our 47th Pres-
ident. President Trump 
is leading the charge to 
lower gas prices this sum-
mer - putting more money 
in your pocket.

@WhiteHouse

Nothing can smother 
the aspiration of Syr-

ian women and men to 
live in a fully sovereign, 
safe, pluralistic, and unit-
ed Syria. This morning I 
met Syria in all its diversi-
ty. I saw dignity, courage, 
and determination. My 
visit continues.

@EmmanuelMacron

It is an honor to be 
able to speak before 

the Indonesian Parlia-
ment. India and Indo-
nesia are connected by 
history, culture, and peo-
ple-to-people relations 
that have been estab-
lished for centuries. 

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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'We will consider' selling 
F-35s to Turkey
AFP | Ankara, Turkey

US President  Donald 
Trump said yesterday 

that Washington would con-
sider selling F-35 fighter jets 
to Turkey after booting it out 
of the programme in 2019 
over Ankara's purchase of a 
Russian system.

"That's a decision we're 
going to make... it's a great 
plane, the best plane by far 
and it's certainly something 
we will consider," Trump 
said, sitting next to Turkish 
counterpart Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan after landing in An-
kara for a NATO summit.

Turkey has long sought to 
resolve the question of its re-
admittance to the F-35 pro-
gramme and the lifting of US 
sanctions that have soured 
ties and hampered Turkish 
defence projects, and has 
looked to Trump's visit to 
break the deadlock.

Asked if he would lift the 

CAATSA sanctions, Trump 
said: "We're going to be tak-
ing the sanctions off."

"We don't want to sanction 
friends," he added.

Sitting next to him, Erdo-
gan said he was confident 
Trump would resolve the is-
sue and end the dispute.

"Mr. Trump has also per-
sonally given us his word on 
this matter," he said through 
a translator.

"On this issue, Mr. Trump 
always stands by his word. 
Here again, God willing, I 
believe a favourable deci-
sion on the F-35s will emerge 
from this leaders' summit."

This year's El Nino set to 
become record-breaker

AFP | Paris, France

The current  El  Nino 
weather phenomenon 
is expected to break re-

cords for its overall strength, a 
top expert said Tuesday, as re-
gions face the risk of droughts, 
floods and other extremes 
linked to the event.

This year's El Nino is unlike 
anything seen in more than 
three decades of tracking the 
phenomenon, with forecast 

models pointing to an "extreme" 
event, said Tim Stockdale, an 
El Nino expert at the Europe-
an Centre for Medium-Range 
Weather Forecasts (ECMWF), 
an intergovernmental organ-
isation.

"I think it's absolutely true 
to say we've never had a fore-
cast of an El Nino that was so 
strong and so consistent across 
(forecast) models," he said in a 
media briefing.

Stockdale said it would be 
"a very, very big surprise" 

if the event failed to be a re-
cord-breaker.

"I would expect it to break 
records," he said, while caution-
ing: "but no guarantees."

While El Nino usually peaks 
between November and Febru-
ary, the resulting spike in tem-
peratures typically comes later.

Combined with human-in-
duced climate change, the last 
El Nino contributed to making 
2023 the second-hottest year 
on record and 2024 the all-time 
high.

Israel, Lebanon to hold talks in 
Rome in mid-July
AFP | Rome, Italy

Israeli and Lebanese ambas-
sadors are due to hold di-

rect talks in Rome this month, 
Italy's foreign ministry said 
yesterday, after several rounds 
of discussions in Washington 
aimed at de-escalation.

"We welcome with pleasure 
the announcement that the 
next round of talks between 
Israel and Lebanon mediated 
by the US will take place in 
Rome," Foreign Minister An-
tonio Tajani said on X.

A ministry spokesman said 
the talks would take place at 
the ambassador level on July 
15 and 16.

This round of talks will be 
the sixth since spring between 
the two neighbours, which do 
not have diplomatic relations 
and are technically in a state 
of war.

The two countries and the 
United States signed a frame-
work agreement last month 
aimed at "lasting peace", five 
days after the entry into force 
of a fragile ceasefire in the 
fighting between the Israeli 
army and the pro-Iranian Hez-
bollah that has been going on 
since March 2.

First responders inspect the 
wreckage of a car reportedly 
targeted by an Israeli strike in 
Nabatieh

Indonesia, India ink long-range missile deal
AFP | Jakarta, Indonesia

India will supply Indonesia 
with long-range missiles, an 

Indian official said yesterday as 
their leaders agreed to deepen 
ties in defence, critical minerals 
and other areas.

President Prabowo Subianto 
is hosting Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in Jakarta during 
a three-day state visit, with a deal 
on the BrahMos missile system 
topping the agenda.

An agreement for “cooperation 
on BrahMos System” was struck 
during the visit, Indian foreign 
ministry spokesman Randhir 
Jaiswal said in a post on X.

The two countries also reached 
an agreement on air-to-air mis-
sile cooperation that “enhances 
technology collaboration and 
defence capabilities”, he said.

Details on the deal were not 

disclosed, and an Indonesian 
defence ministry spokesman 
did not respond to a request for 

comment.
“Today, we reached an agree-

ment to enhance defence ex-

changes, disaster management, 
and industrial cooperation,” 
Modi told reporters.

The coast guards of the two 
countries will also work together 
on maritime safety and security 
in the Indian Ocean, Modi said.

Asia’s two biggest democracies 
also agreed to work together on 
critical minerals -- which In-
donesia produces in abundance 
-- and steel.

Prabowo said Indonesia and 
India viewed economic cooper-
ation as “one of the main pillars” 
of bilateral relations.

They also welcomed efforts to 
restore the Prambanan temple, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
in Yogyakarta.

Modi is set to visit Australia 
and New Zealand after conclud-
ing his Indonesia visit, according 
to Indian foreign ministry. 

India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi (C) shakes hands with Indonesia's 
President Prabowo Subianto during his visit at the parliament building in Jakarta

South Korean law targeting false 
online information takes effect

AFP | Seoul, South Korea

South Korea began enforc-
ing Tuesday a revised law 

targeting false information 
posted online, toughening 
penalties for repeat offenders 
despite concerns over the im-
pact on free speech.

The law, which requires ma-
jor platforms to set up new 
response systems, comes as 
concern grows in the country 
over digital misinformation, 
including high-profile cases 
involving celebrities.

But opposition politicians, 

civic groups and media experts 
warn it could chill free speech 
and open the door to govern-
ment-influenced censorship.

Now users who intentionally 
spread illegal false or manip-
ulated information could be 
ordered to pay up to five times 
the actual cost of damages.

And repeat offenders whose 
content has been ruled illegal 
by courts face fines of up to 
one billion won ($655,000).

Fireworks made Washington 
world's most polluted city

AFP | Washington, United States

Washington was briefly the 
most polluted major city 

in the world, according to IQAir 
data, after a massive Independ-
ence Day fireworks show tout-
ed by the Trump administration 
as "awesome."

Pyrotecnico, the company 
hired by the White House's 
Freedom 250 organization, had 
set a goal of breaking a world 
record by launching 850,000 
fireworks, though experts had 
warned that setting off so many 
in just 40 minutes could pose 
serious health risks.

Washington's pollution mon-
itors began registering spikes 

around 8pm on Saturday, 
signaling local fireworks 

displays. But levels of 
f ine particulate 
matter rose dra-
matically during 

the main show, leaving 
people watching down-

wind with an obscured 
view as smoke came bil-
lowing their way.

Fine particle pollution -- de-
fined as smoke and particles 
2.5 micrometers in diameter 
that can penetrate deep into 
the lungs, causing acute injury 
but also long-term disease -- 
peaked at over 200 micrograms 
per cubic meter at one moni-
toring site, city-collected data 
reviewed by AFP showed.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency's (EPA) 24-hour 
standard caps exposure at 35 
micrograms per cubic meter.

"Code Purple" alerts, denot-
ing air quality considered very 

unhealthy for everyone, not just 
at-risk groups, blanketed much 
of the city as well as the wider 
region, including neighboring 
Virginia and Maryland.

And according to data com-
piled by Swiss company IQAir, 
which relies on a variety of pub-
lic and private sources, Wash-
ington was the world's most 
polluted major city between 
around 3am to 5am on Sunday 
July 5. It is currently in 41st 
position, with Jakarta, Kinshasa 
and Addis Ababa occupying the 
first three spots.

A fireworks display is seen during the "Salute to America" Independence Day 
celebration on the National Mall in Washington, DC

Agni-I
700–900 km
Short-range ballistic 
missile
Road-mobile, 
solid-fuel missile 
designed for regional 
deterrence.

Agni-II
2,000–3,500 km
Medium-range ballistic 
missile
Two-stage, solid-fuel 
missile with improved 
mobility and quick 
deployment.

Agni-III
3,000–5,000 km
Intermediate-range 
ballistic missile
Heavier payload 
capability with 
enhanced strategic 
reach.

Agni-IV
About 4,000 km
Intermediate-range 
ballistic missile
Features advanced 
guidance and high 
accuracy with solid-fuel 
propulsion.

Agni-V
Over 5,000 km
Long-range ballistic missile
Three-stage solid-fuel 
missile with canister 
launch capability and 
intercontinental-class 
reach. Bomb attacks wound 18 in 

Damascus as Macron visits
AFP | Damascus, Syria

Two explosions shook 
Damascus on Tuesday 

near a hotel where French 
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron was staying, wounding 
at least 18 people, during the 
French leader’s landmark 
visit to Syria.

The president was not 
inside the hotel when the 
blasts hit, having already 
left for Syria’s presidential 
palace, where an AFP team 
saw him arrive for a meeting 
with counterpart Ahmed al-
Sharaa.

AFP journalists heard at 
least one blast echo through 
Damascus before seeing a 
plume of smoke rising near 
the Four Seasons Hotel, with 
security forces closing a road 
and ambulances rushing to 
the scene.

Syria’s interior ministry 
said one bomb had been 
placed inside a car parked 
on the side of a road, while 
the second was planted in a 
garbage container.

It said they exploded 
“while preparations were 

underway” to dismantle 
them.

The blasts wounded 18 
people, including four police 
officers, Syrian state media 
said.

The French president, 
the first Western European 
leader to visit Syria since the 
fall of longtime ruler Bashar 
al-Assad in 2024, would con-
tinue his trip, France’s Elysee 
Palace said.

“I saw three traffic po-
lice officers injured on the 
ground, before the area was 
evacuated and the roads 
leading to it were closed,” 
H a m a m  H a m m o u d ,  a 
37-year-old employee at a 
money exchange company, 
told AFP.

The blasts came moments 
before Syrian state television 
announced Macron’s arrival 
at the palace.

Macron is meeting with 
Sharaa to discuss post-war 
reconstruction of Syria and 
reiterate his call for “unity” 
and “plurality”, having also 
met with civil society repre-
sentatives.

A security personnel along with a sniffer dog inspects near the Four 
Seasons Hotel following two blasts, in Damascus

Trump berates NATO, praises 
Erdogan as summit starts

• Trump was greeted 
personally by Erdogan 
on the tarmac as 
he descended from 
Air Force One

AFP | Ankara, Turkey

US President Donald Trump 
praised his "chemistry" 
with Turkish leader Recep 

Tayyip Erdogan as he arrived in 
Ankara for a NATO summit yes-
terday, while hitting out at Eu-
ropean allies for their response 
to his war in Iran.

Trump was greeted personally 
by Erdogan on the tarmac as he 
descended from Air Force One, 
before being escorted through 
the empty streets of the Turkish 
capital by a guard of riders on 
white horses.

The summit comes at a fraught 
time for the 77-year-old trans-
atlantic alliance, as Trump has 
lashed out at allies and Wash-
ington steps back from Europe.

"I was very disappointed with 
NATO," Trump said, sitting next 
to Erdogan at the Turkish lead-
er's vast presidential palace.

"Frankly, if it (the summit) 
weren't held in Turkey, where 
my friend happens to be a very 
strong leader, a very strong per-
son, it's possible that I wouldn't 
have attended."

'Testing'
The US president was clearly 

still smarting over the restric-
tions some allies placed on US 
forces using bases at the start of 
the Iran conflict.

"I was testing to see whether 
or not they'd be there, because 

I've long said that we 
helped them," he said.

"Italy turned us down, and 
Germany turned us down, and 
France turned us down."

Trump also risked reopening 
another old wound with NATO 
when he reiterated his stance 
that Greenland "should be con-
trolled by the United States, not 
by Denmark".

NATO chief Mark Rutte has 
insisted European countries 
are "delivering" by bolstering 
military budgets and moving to 
take more responsibility for the 
defence of their continent in the 
face of Russia.

Zelensky makes pitch
Trump spoke to Russian 

President Vladimir Putin 
ahead of the NATO gather-
ing and is expected to meet 
Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelen-
sky on the summit sidelines on 
Wednesday.

" I 
think 

they both want to make a deal," 
Trump said.

"It's too bad it took so long, 
but I think something's going to 
come out."Zelensky for his part 
urged NATO to step up help for 
the country's air defences as it 
struggles with shortages of cru-
cial interceptors to shoot down 
Russian missiles.

The Ukrainian leader also 
made a new pitch for Kyiv to 
become a member of the alli-
ance, despite Trump previously 
shutting the door.

"Do you really believe it would 
be right to live outside NATO, a 
country and a people with this 
level of defensive capability?" 
Zelensky said.

" U k r a i n e 
in NATO is a 
source of ex-
t r a o r d i n a r y 
defensive ca-
pability."

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (L) 
welcoming US President Donald Trump (R) upon 
his arrival at Etimesgut Air Base near Ankara

Macron says Syria must not 
be destabilised
Damascus, Syria

French President Emma-
nuel Macron warned 

on Tuesday that Syria must 
not be destabilised after 
twin bomb attacks near 
the Damascus hotel where 
he spent the night, during 
a landmark state visit to 
a country emerging from 
years of civil war.

In a joint press confer-
ence with his Syrian coun-
terpart, Macron said we 

must “not let ourselves be 
destabilised” by such at-
tacks, before which he had 
already left for the presi-
dential palace in the heart 
of the Syrian capital, and 
reiterated Paris’ support 
for the country.

Sharaa saluted Macron’s 
“courage” for carrying on 
with his visit despite the 
bombings.

Syrian President Ahmed 
al-Sharaa (L) welcomes 
France's President 
Emmanuel Macron for a 
joint press conference in 
Damascus

France to give Syria 50 mn euros stolen by Assad uncle
AFP | Damascus, Syria

French President Emmanuel 
Macron said yesterday on 

a visit to Syria that Paris will 
return more than 50 million eu-
ros ($57 million) stolen by the 
family of former ruler Bashar 
al-Assad to the country.

The two countries signed 
several agreements focusing on 
development and reconstruc-
tion after more than a decade 
of civil war.

France had confiscated the 
money from Rifaat al-Assad, the 
ousted leader's uncle.

Macron told a joint press 

conference with Syrian coun-
terpart Ahmed al-Sharaa that 
"more than 50 million euros 
from the seizure of ill-gotten 
gains by the family of the for-
mer dictator... will be returned 
to the Syrian people to finance 
concrete development projects 
in the territory".

‘She's a nice person actually': Trump on Meloni
Ankara, Turkey

US President Donald Trump 
appeared to have turned 

the page on a diplomatic row 
with Italy’s Prime Minister 
Giorgia Meloni Tuesday as 
he landed in Ankara for a key 
NATO summit.

“I think she’s a nice per-
son, actually,” he said at a 
joint press conference with 
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan.

“We had a bad re-
lationship, folks. It 

became a little bad because 
she refused to help us... She 
refused to get involved with 
the Hormuz Strait,” he said, 
reiterating his disappointment 
over Europe’s reluctance to 
play a role in the US-Israeli war 
on Iran.

“I like her, I think she’s 
a nice person actually, 
but I think she made 
a mistake.. she just 

wasn’t there for 
us and I wasn’t 
h a p py  a b o u t 
that,” he said.

Cargo Flight From Sharjah 
Disappears Near Karachi
A Pakistan-registered K2 

Airways Boeing 737 cargo 
aircraft disappeared from ra-
dar on Tuesday night after re-
porting a navigational system 
malfunction while flying from 
Sharjah to Karachi, prompting 
authorities to launch a large-
scale search and rescue op-
eration.

According to the Pakistan 
Airports Authority (PAA), the 
cargo flight reported a nav-
igational system problem at 
9:18pm Pakistan Standard 
Time (PST) as it approached 
Pakistani airspace. The Kara-
chi Area Control Centre (ACC) 
immediately provided naviga-
tional assistance to the aircraft.

Three minutes later, at 
9:21pm PST, air traffic con-
trollers observed the aircraft 
making a rapid descent and 
an abrupt change in heading 
on radar. Shortly afterwards, 
both radar contact and radio 
communication were lost ap-

proximately 155 nautical miles 
west of Karachi.

Following the incident, the 
Rescue Coordination Centre 
was activated and a coordi-
nated search and rescue oper-
ation was launched at sea with 
the participation of multiple 
agencies to locate the missing 
aircraft.

Officials said the aircraft was 
carrying five crew members. 
Their condition remains un-
known.

Authorities said search op-
erations are ongoing, while the 
reported navigational system 
malfunction and the subse-
quent loss of contact are under 
investigation.
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First Crusade: 15,000 starving 
Christian soldiers march in reli-
gious procession around Jerusalem 
as its Muslim defenders look on

Portuguese navigator Vasco da 
Gama departs on his first voyage and 
becomes the first European to reach 

India by sea

Independent Vermont in-
troduces a new constitution 
prohibiting slavery

Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse gives the first 
cowpox vaccination in the United States 

to his son to prevent smallpox
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The warnings about 
AI are real – and so 

is the potential.If used 
well, and shared wide-
ly, it could become the 
great equalizer of the 
21st Century.The choice 
before us is not between 
faith in AI and fear of it. 
It is between governing 
by design & drifting by 
default.

@antonioguterres

FREEDOM FUEL HAS 
ARRIVED. The FIRST 

Freedom Fuel Network 
gas station has LANDED 
in Philadelphia, lowering 
the price at the pump to 
$3.47 for our 47th Pres-
ident. President Trump 
is leading the charge to 
lower gas prices this sum-
mer - putting more money 
in your pocket.

@WhiteHouse

Nothing can smother 
the aspiration of Syr-

ian women and men to 
live in a fully sovereign, 
safe, pluralistic, and unit-
ed Syria. This morning I 
met Syria in all its diversi-
ty. I saw dignity, courage, 
and determination. My 
visit continues.

@EmmanuelMacron

It is an honor to be 
able to speak before 

the Indonesian Parlia-
ment. India and Indo-
nesia are connected by 
history, culture, and peo-
ple-to-people relations 
that have been estab-
lished for centuries. 

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 
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'We will consider' selling 
F-35s to Turkey
AFP | Ankara, Turkey

US President  Donald 
Trump said yesterday 

that Washington would con-
sider selling F-35 fighter jets 
to Turkey after booting it out 
of the programme in 2019 
over Ankara's purchase of a 
Russian system.

"That's a decision we're 
going to make... it's a great 
plane, the best plane by far 
and it's certainly something 
we will consider," Trump 
said, sitting next to Turkish 
counterpart Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan after landing in An-
kara for a NATO summit.

Turkey has long sought to 
resolve the question of its re-
admittance to the F-35 pro-
gramme and the lifting of US 
sanctions that have soured 
ties and hampered Turkish 
defence projects, and has 
looked to Trump's visit to 
break the deadlock.

Asked if he would lift the 

CAATSA sanctions, Trump 
said: "We're going to be tak-
ing the sanctions off."

"We don't want to sanction 
friends," he added.

Sitting next to him, Erdo-
gan said he was confident 
Trump would resolve the is-
sue and end the dispute.

"Mr. Trump has also per-
sonally given us his word on 
this matter," he said through 
a translator.

"On this issue, Mr. Trump 
always stands by his word. 
Here again, God willing, I 
believe a favourable deci-
sion on the F-35s will emerge 
from this leaders' summit."

This year's El Nino set to 
become record-breaker

AFP | Paris, France

The current  El  Nino 
weather phenomenon 
is expected to break re-

cords for its overall strength, a 
top expert said Tuesday, as re-
gions face the risk of droughts, 
floods and other extremes 
linked to the event.

This year's El Nino is unlike 
anything seen in more than 
three decades of tracking the 
phenomenon, with forecast 

models pointing to an "extreme" 
event, said Tim Stockdale, an 
El Nino expert at the Europe-
an Centre for Medium-Range 
Weather Forecasts (ECMWF), 
an intergovernmental organ-
isation.

"I think it's absolutely true 
to say we've never had a fore-
cast of an El Nino that was so 
strong and so consistent across 
(forecast) models," he said in a 
media briefing.

Stockdale said it would be 
"a very, very big surprise" 

if the event failed to be a re-
cord-breaker.

"I would expect it to break 
records," he said, while caution-
ing: "but no guarantees."

While El Nino usually peaks 
between November and Febru-
ary, the resulting spike in tem-
peratures typically comes later.

Combined with human-in-
duced climate change, the last 
El Nino contributed to making 
2023 the second-hottest year 
on record and 2024 the all-time 
high.

Israel, Lebanon to hold talks in 
Rome in mid-July
AFP | Rome, Italy

Israeli and Lebanese ambas-
sadors are due to hold di-

rect talks in Rome this month, 
Italy's foreign ministry said 
yesterday, after several rounds 
of discussions in Washington 
aimed at de-escalation.

"We welcome with pleasure 
the announcement that the 
next round of talks between 
Israel and Lebanon mediated 
by the US will take place in 
Rome," Foreign Minister An-
tonio Tajani said on X.

A ministry spokesman said 
the talks would take place at 
the ambassador level on July 
15 and 16.

This round of talks will be 
the sixth since spring between 
the two neighbours, which do 
not have diplomatic relations 
and are technically in a state 
of war.

The two countries and the 
United States signed a frame-
work agreement last month 
aimed at "lasting peace", five 
days after the entry into force 
of a fragile ceasefire in the 
fighting between the Israeli 
army and the pro-Iranian Hez-
bollah that has been going on 
since March 2.

First responders inspect the 
wreckage of a car reportedly 
targeted by an Israeli strike in 
Nabatieh

Indonesia, India ink long-range missile deal
AFP | Jakarta, Indonesia

India will supply Indonesia 
with long-range missiles, an 

Indian official said yesterday as 
their leaders agreed to deepen 
ties in defence, critical minerals 
and other areas.

President Prabowo Subianto 
is hosting Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in Jakarta during 
a three-day state visit, with a deal 
on the BrahMos missile system 
topping the agenda.

An agreement for “cooperation 
on BrahMos System” was struck 
during the visit, Indian foreign 
ministry spokesman Randhir 
Jaiswal said in a post on X.

The two countries also reached 
an agreement on air-to-air mis-
sile cooperation that “enhances 
technology collaboration and 
defence capabilities”, he said.

Details on the deal were not 

disclosed, and an Indonesian 
defence ministry spokesman 
did not respond to a request for 

comment.
“Today, we reached an agree-

ment to enhance defence ex-

changes, disaster management, 
and industrial cooperation,” 
Modi told reporters.

The coast guards of the two 
countries will also work together 
on maritime safety and security 
in the Indian Ocean, Modi said.

Asia’s two biggest democracies 
also agreed to work together on 
critical minerals -- which In-
donesia produces in abundance 
-- and steel.

Prabowo said Indonesia and 
India viewed economic cooper-
ation as “one of the main pillars” 
of bilateral relations.

They also welcomed efforts to 
restore the Prambanan temple, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
in Yogyakarta.

Modi is set to visit Australia 
and New Zealand after conclud-
ing his Indonesia visit, according 
to Indian foreign ministry. 

India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi (C) shakes hands with Indonesia's 
President Prabowo Subianto during his visit at the parliament building in Jakarta

South Korean law targeting false 
online information takes effect

AFP | Seoul, South Korea

South Korea began enforc-
ing Tuesday a revised law 

targeting false information 
posted online, toughening 
penalties for repeat offenders 
despite concerns over the im-
pact on free speech.

The law, which requires ma-
jor platforms to set up new 
response systems, comes as 
concern grows in the country 
over digital misinformation, 
including high-profile cases 
involving celebrities.

But opposition politicians, 

civic groups and media experts 
warn it could chill free speech 
and open the door to govern-
ment-influenced censorship.

Now users who intentionally 
spread illegal false or manip-
ulated information could be 
ordered to pay up to five times 
the actual cost of damages.

And repeat offenders whose 
content has been ruled illegal 
by courts face fines of up to 
one billion won ($655,000).

Fireworks made Washington 
world's most polluted city

AFP | Washington, United States

Washington was briefly the 
most polluted major city 

in the world, according to IQAir 
data, after a massive Independ-
ence Day fireworks show tout-
ed by the Trump administration 
as "awesome."

Pyrotecnico, the company 
hired by the White House's 
Freedom 250 organization, had 
set a goal of breaking a world 
record by launching 850,000 
fireworks, though experts had 
warned that setting off so many 
in just 40 minutes could pose 
serious health risks.

Washington's pollution mon-
itors began registering spikes 

around 8pm on Saturday, 
signaling local fireworks 

displays. But levels of 
f ine particulate 
matter rose dra-
matically during 

the main show, leaving 
people watching down-

wind with an obscured 
view as smoke came bil-
lowing their way.

Fine particle pollution -- de-
fined as smoke and particles 
2.5 micrometers in diameter 
that can penetrate deep into 
the lungs, causing acute injury 
but also long-term disease -- 
peaked at over 200 micrograms 
per cubic meter at one moni-
toring site, city-collected data 
reviewed by AFP showed.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency's (EPA) 24-hour 
standard caps exposure at 35 
micrograms per cubic meter.

"Code Purple" alerts, denot-
ing air quality considered very 

unhealthy for everyone, not just 
at-risk groups, blanketed much 
of the city as well as the wider 
region, including neighboring 
Virginia and Maryland.

And according to data com-
piled by Swiss company IQAir, 
which relies on a variety of pub-
lic and private sources, Wash-
ington was the world's most 
polluted major city between 
around 3am to 5am on Sunday 
July 5. It is currently in 41st 
position, with Jakarta, Kinshasa 
and Addis Ababa occupying the 
first three spots.

A fireworks display is seen during the "Salute to America" Independence Day 
celebration on the National Mall in Washington, DC

Agni-I
700–900 km
Short-range ballistic 
missile
Road-mobile, 
solid-fuel missile 
designed for regional 
deterrence.

Agni-II
2,000–3,500 km
Medium-range ballistic 
missile
Two-stage, solid-fuel 
missile with improved 
mobility and quick 
deployment.

Agni-III
3,000–5,000 km
Intermediate-range 
ballistic missile
Heavier payload 
capability with 
enhanced strategic 
reach.

Agni-IV
About 4,000 km
Intermediate-range 
ballistic missile
Features advanced 
guidance and high 
accuracy with solid-fuel 
propulsion.

Agni-V
Over 5,000 km
Long-range ballistic missile
Three-stage solid-fuel 
missile with canister 
launch capability and 
intercontinental-class 
reach. Bomb attacks wound 18 in 

Damascus as Macron visits
AFP | Damascus, Syria

Two explosions shook 
Damascus on Tuesday 

near a hotel where French 
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron was staying, wounding 
at least 18 people, during the 
French leader’s landmark 
visit to Syria.

The president was not 
inside the hotel when the 
blasts hit, having already 
left for Syria’s presidential 
palace, where an AFP team 
saw him arrive for a meeting 
with counterpart Ahmed al-
Sharaa.

AFP journalists heard at 
least one blast echo through 
Damascus before seeing a 
plume of smoke rising near 
the Four Seasons Hotel, with 
security forces closing a road 
and ambulances rushing to 
the scene.

Syria’s interior ministry 
said one bomb had been 
placed inside a car parked 
on the side of a road, while 
the second was planted in a 
garbage container.

It said they exploded 
“while preparations were 

underway” to dismantle 
them.

The blasts wounded 18 
people, including four police 
officers, Syrian state media 
said.

The French president, 
the first Western European 
leader to visit Syria since the 
fall of longtime ruler Bashar 
al-Assad in 2024, would con-
tinue his trip, France’s Elysee 
Palace said.

“I saw three traffic po-
lice officers injured on the 
ground, before the area was 
evacuated and the roads 
leading to it were closed,” 
H a m a m  H a m m o u d ,  a 
37-year-old employee at a 
money exchange company, 
told AFP.

The blasts came moments 
before Syrian state television 
announced Macron’s arrival 
at the palace.

Macron is meeting with 
Sharaa to discuss post-war 
reconstruction of Syria and 
reiterate his call for “unity” 
and “plurality”, having also 
met with civil society repre-
sentatives.

A security personnel along with a sniffer dog inspects near the Four 
Seasons Hotel following two blasts, in Damascus

Trump berates NATO, praises 
Erdogan as summit starts

• Trump was greeted 
personally by Erdogan 
on the tarmac as 
he descended from 
Air Force One

AFP | Ankara, Turkey

US President Donald Trump 
praised his "chemistry" 
with Turkish leader Recep 

Tayyip Erdogan as he arrived in 
Ankara for a NATO summit yes-
terday, while hitting out at Eu-
ropean allies for their response 
to his war in Iran.

Trump was greeted personally 
by Erdogan on the tarmac as he 
descended from Air Force One, 
before being escorted through 
the empty streets of the Turkish 
capital by a guard of riders on 
white horses.

The summit comes at a fraught 
time for the 77-year-old trans-
atlantic alliance, as Trump has 
lashed out at allies and Wash-
ington steps back from Europe.

"I was very disappointed with 
NATO," Trump said, sitting next 
to Erdogan at the Turkish lead-
er's vast presidential palace.

"Frankly, if it (the summit) 
weren't held in Turkey, where 
my friend happens to be a very 
strong leader, a very strong per-
son, it's possible that I wouldn't 
have attended."

'Testing'
The US president was clearly 

still smarting over the restric-
tions some allies placed on US 
forces using bases at the start of 
the Iran conflict.

"I was testing to see whether 
or not they'd be there, because 

I've long said that we 
helped them," he said.

"Italy turned us down, and 
Germany turned us down, and 
France turned us down."

Trump also risked reopening 
another old wound with NATO 
when he reiterated his stance 
that Greenland "should be con-
trolled by the United States, not 
by Denmark".

NATO chief Mark Rutte has 
insisted European countries 
are "delivering" by bolstering 
military budgets and moving to 
take more responsibility for the 
defence of their continent in the 
face of Russia.

Zelensky makes pitch
Trump spoke to Russian 

President Vladimir Putin 
ahead of the NATO gather-
ing and is expected to meet 
Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelen-
sky on the summit sidelines on 
Wednesday.

" I 
think 

they both want to make a deal," 
Trump said.

"It's too bad it took so long, 
but I think something's going to 
come out."Zelensky for his part 
urged NATO to step up help for 
the country's air defences as it 
struggles with shortages of cru-
cial interceptors to shoot down 
Russian missiles.

The Ukrainian leader also 
made a new pitch for Kyiv to 
become a member of the alli-
ance, despite Trump previously 
shutting the door.

"Do you really believe it would 
be right to live outside NATO, a 
country and a people with this 
level of defensive capability?" 
Zelensky said.

" U k r a i n e 
in NATO is a 
source of ex-
t r a o r d i n a r y 
defensive ca-
pability."

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (L) 
welcoming US President Donald Trump (R) upon 
his arrival at Etimesgut Air Base near Ankara

Macron says Syria must not 
be destabilised
Damascus, Syria

French President Emma-
nuel Macron warned 

on Tuesday that Syria must 
not be destabilised after 
twin bomb attacks near 
the Damascus hotel where 
he spent the night, during 
a landmark state visit to 
a country emerging from 
years of civil war.

In a joint press confer-
ence with his Syrian coun-
terpart, Macron said we 

must “not let ourselves be 
destabilised” by such at-
tacks, before which he had 
already left for the presi-
dential palace in the heart 
of the Syrian capital, and 
reiterated Paris’ support 
for the country.

Sharaa saluted Macron’s 
“courage” for carrying on 
with his visit despite the 
bombings.

Syrian President Ahmed 
al-Sharaa (L) welcomes 
France's President 
Emmanuel Macron for a 
joint press conference in 
Damascus

France to give Syria 50 mn euros stolen by Assad uncle
AFP | Damascus, Syria

French President Emmanuel 
Macron said yesterday on 

a visit to Syria that Paris will 
return more than 50 million eu-
ros ($57 million) stolen by the 
family of former ruler Bashar 
al-Assad to the country.

The two countries signed 
several agreements focusing on 
development and reconstruc-
tion after more than a decade 
of civil war.

France had confiscated the 
money from Rifaat al-Assad, the 
ousted leader's uncle.

Macron told a joint press 

conference with Syrian coun-
terpart Ahmed al-Sharaa that 
"more than 50 million euros 
from the seizure of ill-gotten 
gains by the family of the for-
mer dictator... will be returned 
to the Syrian people to finance 
concrete development projects 
in the territory".

‘She's a nice person actually': Trump on Meloni
Ankara, Turkey

US President Donald Trump 
appeared to have turned 

the page on a diplomatic row 
with Italy’s Prime Minister 
Giorgia Meloni Tuesday as 
he landed in Ankara for a key 
NATO summit.

“I think she’s a nice per-
son, actually,” he said at a 
joint press conference with 
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan.

“We had a bad re-
lationship, folks. It 

became a little bad because 
she refused to help us... She 
refused to get involved with 
the Hormuz Strait,” he said, 
reiterating his disappointment 
over Europe’s reluctance to 
play a role in the US-Israeli war 
on Iran.

“I like her, I think she’s 
a nice person actually, 
but I think she made 
a mistake.. she just 

wasn’t there for 
us and I wasn’t 
h a p py  a b o u t 
that,” he said.

Cargo Flight From Sharjah 
Disappears Near Karachi
A Pakistan-registered K2 

Airways Boeing 737 cargo 
aircraft disappeared from ra-
dar on Tuesday night after re-
porting a navigational system 
malfunction while flying from 
Sharjah to Karachi, prompting 
authorities to launch a large-
scale search and rescue op-
eration.

According to the Pakistan 
Airports Authority (PAA), the 
cargo flight reported a nav-
igational system problem at 
9:18pm Pakistan Standard 
Time (PST) as it approached 
Pakistani airspace. The Kara-
chi Area Control Centre (ACC) 
immediately provided naviga-
tional assistance to the aircraft.

Three minutes later, at 
9:21pm PST, air traffic con-
trollers observed the aircraft 
making a rapid descent and 
an abrupt change in heading 
on radar. Shortly afterwards, 
both radar contact and radio 
communication were lost ap-

proximately 155 nautical miles 
west of Karachi.

Following the incident, the 
Rescue Coordination Centre 
was activated and a coordi-
nated search and rescue oper-
ation was launched at sea with 
the participation of multiple 
agencies to locate the missing 
aircraft.

Officials said the aircraft was 
carrying five crew members. 
Their condition remains un-
known.

Authorities said search op-
erations are ongoing, while the 
reported navigational system 
malfunction and the subse-
quent loss of contact are under 
investigation.
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cupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17001720 or 
PRINCEBURGER@GMAIL.COM
MYN CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GEN-
ERAL, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39995159 or MOHD-ALABBASI@HOTMAIL.COM
NATIONAL HOTELS COMPANY B.S.C. (DIPLO-
MAT HOTEL) has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17530838 or zalajjawi@nhcbahrain.com
DAWAHI AALI PHONES has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17685201 or ebrahimbh500@
gmail.com
MUSTANSAR CARGO HANDLING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PACKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33608002 or in-
fomamh.bh@gmail.com
TANDOORI TAWAH RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER (RESTUR-
ANTS), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33303746 or adeel_rauf2003@yahoo.com
Washing SPA Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38087117 or 
RJOSEPHMILTON@GMAIL.COM
MODERN KNOWLEDGE SCHOOLS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17727712 or 
hr@mkschoolsbh.com
FAIRY LIFE SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33254849 or UA574288@GMAIL.COM
KAKA CAR ACCESSORIES  W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SHOPKEEPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36190034 or KA-
KACARACCESSORIES@GMAIL.COM
NEW HYPER CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35075305 or RAFEEK183@GMAIL.COM
JUICES ON THE FLY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17404071 or PASTRIE-
SONTHEFLY@GMAIL.COM
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77996666 or 
GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17400407 or proffice@
almoayyedcg.com
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17400407 or proffice@
almoayyedcg.com
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASON, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17623723 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.
COM
SALAH AL-HADI REAL ESTATE COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17764739 or SBCTRADINGCO@GMAIL.COM
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASON, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17623723 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.
COM
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASON, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17623723 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.
COM
scope labs & studios has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALES WORKER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17255554 or SCOPE_MAM-
DOOH@HOTMAIL.COM
BATSCO CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17783886 or hr@batsco.net
TOHAME WROOGHT IRON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORK SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36742299 or 
hany9522@yahoo.com
arab concepts construction has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36212123 or mega.bh@
hotmail.com
RAFIAN MINI SUPERMARKET W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33414977 or 
KMGROUP.BH@GMAIL.COM
BATSCO CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17783886 or hr@batsco.net
BATSCO CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17783886 or hr@batsco.net

ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39550042 or AA22AA99@HOTMAIL.COM
FATTO has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17710271 or habib@alghalia.com
SPIDER CAR ACCESSORIES CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66666508 or SSMAX888@HOTMAIL.COM
ALHILAL MEDICAL CENTER MANAMA BSC 
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
NURSE(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39338879 or HRD@ALHILAL-
HEALTHCARE.COM
MJD CLEANING AND FACILITY SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77087232 or info@mjdgroupbh.com
BAHRAIN ASPHALT ESTABLISHMENT B.S.C 
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17551111 or MO-
HAMED.ABUALI@HAJIHASSAN.COM
THE BRITISH SCHOOL OF BAHRAIN has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TEACHER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17610920 or 
alzaimoora@thebsbh.com
HI FIVE INTERIOR DECORATION COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39273786 or hifivee005@
gmail.com
COFFEE 20 U R CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER/BARTENDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66609001 or 
amirmatooq@icloud.com
SUNRISE BEAUTY SALOON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33015010 or IN-
FO28TRAVEL@GMAIL.COM
DURRAT AL MUHARRAQ CLEANING & MAINTE-
NANCE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17535158 or bucheeri5@gmail.com
BAHRAIN ASPHALT ESTABLISHMENT B.S.C 
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17551111 or MOHAMED.ABUALI@HAJI-
HASSAN.COM
BAHRAIN ASPHALT ESTABLISHMENT B.S.C 
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17551111 or MOHAMED.ABUALI@HAJI-
HASSAN.COM
BURGER EXPRESS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17141127 or M.MNAWAZ829@
GMAIL.COM
JEWEL TONIC W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of DESIGNER(JEWELLERY), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35900842 or 
NAVEEDKHAAAAN7@GMAIL.COM
CANTEENA  W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MANAGER (OPERATIONS), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38333292 or 
A.AZIZALRASHDAN@ICLOUD.COM
ALZEMAH has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PANEL BEATER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39672167 or alzemmah@gmail.com
EM BODYSHOP W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of TECHNICIAN(CARS ENGINES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17574714 or mir-
za@alzayani-investments.com
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17382228 
or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.COM
ADVIJA LADIES BEAUTY LOUNGE AND SPA 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of BEAU-
TICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37320986 or KMANDY434@GMAIL.COM
BODY ZONE FITNESS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39796150 or THANVEER.
ALAM@GMAIL.COM
LAEBALZ READY MADE CLOTHES & SHOES 
CENTER has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17271428 or JANAHI1972@YAHOO.COM
WASHIO LAUNDRY. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PRESSER (HAND), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33808786 or MAL-
NOOH1973@GMAIL.COM
POLKHEL SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33523852 or 
GOOGLE33@GMAIL.COM
ALNASMA ALBARDA AC SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34055100 or 
ALMUQAHWI340@GMAIL.COM
SHINING STAR MANPOWER AGENCY has a va-

ARJOUN MANAGEMENT SERVICE COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13115811 or KARANLAMA716@
GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
TEA BENCH W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of PREPARER(COFFEE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39995159 or MOHD-AL-
ABBASI@HOTMAIL.COM
DELTA SUPPORT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SERVICEMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33999840 or 
Hr@DELTA-SS.ME
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE COM-
PANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SERVICEMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17727676 or aqeel@bas-
ma.com.bh
STAR GROUP COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17300013 or 
ahmed@stargroupbh.com
HASAN HABIB MOHAMMED ABDULLA ESTAB-
LISHMENT has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SANDWICHES MAKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 66338601 or MUSTAFAAB-
DULLA.201400253@GMAIL.COM
FOOD INNOVATION CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17220000 or HR.FOODIN-
NOVATION@FAKHRO.COM
ASSISTPOINT GLOBAL W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 38039700 or DASS.
BAWA22@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN & KUWAIT RESTAURANT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17272883 or ssaleh@AMERICANA-FOOD.COM
PIZZA HUT has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17262998 or SSALEH@AMERI-
CANA.BH
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17226618 or ACKR007@
GMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17226618 or ACKR007@
GMAIL.COM
RASHID CARGO HANDLING COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36520286 or SYEDJOJOGILLANI@GMAIL.COM
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17534342 or sajilnath@
urbaser.com
SAZEON ElectroMechanical Contracting Com-
pany W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN WORKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 32117224 or SAZEONEMCC@
GMAIL.COM
NEXT KONNECT CONSULTANTS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34391850 or SAMIHUNJRA466@GMAIL.
COM
G P S INTERNATIONAL DENTAL COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33180666 or dt.rasheed@gmail.com
AL BANDARY IRONING CLOTHS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LAUNDERER/PRESSER(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39828148 or AHMEDHA.NASSER65@
GMAIL.COM
AL JALAA RESTAURANT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(JUICE & SANDWICH-
ES), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39411822 or SH_AMNAH@HOTMAIL.COM
almuwali for sell of workshop products has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ALUMINIUM TECH-
NICIAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39151325 or ALUMINUMALMUWA-
LI@GMAIL.COM
UAAZ DECOR W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ADVERTISING CLERK, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33007661 or IJAZA-
ROOMA@GMAIL.COM
HELEN HORSE RIDING COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HORSE BREED-

cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66611231 or 
SMARTPIUS1212H@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN PIPE LINE CONSTRUCTION COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PLUMBER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66398999 or BPLCC@BATELCO.COM.BH
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CONTRACT-
ING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17877246 
or zainabhr@aldoorbh.com
CREDIMAX BSC. CLOSED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CHIEF EXECUTIVE, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17117117 or latifa@
credimax.com
ECOBRIGHT CLEANING SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33779330 or QOLABA-
SERVICES@GMAIL.COM
5 AXIS MILLLING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36121215 or Johann.stan-
gl@5axismillingme.com
AHMED OMAR TRADING & CONTRACTING 
EST .W L L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
STOREKEEPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17258545 or admin@ahmedomer.com
isfahani restaurant persian food has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39861666 or admin@isfa-
hanigroup.com
NATIONAL HOTELS COMPANY B.S.C. (DIPLO-
MAT HOTEL) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CHEF, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17530838 or zalajjawi@nhcbahrain.com
RAYAN DAY MART W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33491717 or RAYAN-
DAYMART@GMAIL.COM
KOJO RESTAURANT CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17877880 or RMK@RM-
KGROUP.COM
UFAQ BUILDING CLEANING & CONTRACTING 
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33715781 or RAKBS.BH@GMAIL.COM
HAROON MOHSIN DOCUMENTS SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36563904 or MOHSINPERVEZ532@
GMAIL.COM
MAAZ MAINTENANCE  W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 38430819 or HAR-
RISKHAN2220@GMAIL.COM
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PLANNING SPECIALIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17265555 or 
adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy for the 
occupation of STEEL FABRICATOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17265555 or adeel.
hameed@al-aali.com
AHMED OMAR TRADING & CONTRACTING EST 
.W L L has a vacancy for the occupation of CAR-
PENTER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17258545 or admin@ahmedomer.com
RINNARA SPA W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33699478 or BANARANTHAIMAS-
SAGE@GMAIL.COM
BIN TAIMOOR SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33849815 or TA-
AIMURALAM631@GMAIL.COM
ALAALI CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17566444 or alaalico@
batelco.com.bh
BITE TIME RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35305119 or MUTARAAB-
MALIL426@GMAIL.COM
Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PLUMB-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17536275 or BEMCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17536275 or BEMCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
BAHRAIN PIPE LINE CONSTRUCTION COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66398999 or 
BPLCC@BATELCO.COM.BH
CAFE LILOU has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17710271 or habib@alghalia.com
KING HAMAD AMERICAN MISSION HOSPI-

TAL N.P.C has a vacancy for the occupation of 
NURSE(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39748885 or CATHERINE@AMH.
ORG.BH
CAPITAL  school wll has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17008880 or pro@ALSA-
FARGROUP.COM
BAHRAIN PRECAST CONCRETE CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CO-ORDINA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17875600 or JSA@BPC.BH
NAFITHA ALUMINIUM has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38315666 or NAFITHAALUMINIUM@GMAIL.
COM
KANOO MOTORS W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17262262 or MOHAMMED.A@
EKKANOO.COM.BH
SAUDI VETONIT COMPANY LTD (SAVETO) - FOR-
EIGN BRANCH COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17691108 or A.ALYAMI@
SAVETO.COM
CELLMEC W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13670033 or MD@CELLMEC.COM
Stantec Khonji Co. Bahraini Partnership Compa-
ny has a vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17714463 or MENCHIE.MASANQUE@STANTEC.
COM
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of GARAGE MECHANIC, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17773006 or arnaud.
allix@VINCI-ENERGIES.COM
SMELTERS TECHNICAL SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ASSISTANT TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34039950 or OPERATIONS@SMELTERSTS.COM
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of STOREKEEPER 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of STOREKEEPER 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
EMAN FACILITIES SUPPORT  W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 35078374 
or KAMALGUTO488@GMAIL.COM
ALLOTUS  REAL ESTATE 777 W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37240118 or 
AFNN1@HOTMAIL.COM
SPARK PUBLIC RELATION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 39898461 
or CHT43035@GMAIL.COM
IRON WHEEL GARAGE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33118939 or AL-
TAJCLEARANCE@GMAIL.COM
BAI BAI GOODS RE-EXPORT SERVICES CO BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 66991090 
or MIRZAMUBEEN1115@GMAIL.COM
TALHA CAR ACCESSORIES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36330802 or 
CHTALHAKHALIQ802@GMAIL.COM
MUSTANSAR CARGO HANDLING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PACKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33608002 or in-
fomamh.bh@gmail.com
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
ALNOOR INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TEACHER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17736773 or 

roonlasc@batelco.com.bh
NOMAD URBAN CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PREPARER(COFFEE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39773662 or 
FRANCIS@ITICO.BH
MOHD AKTHAR CONSTRUCTION CO PART-
NERSHIP has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34185885 or 
MOHDAKTHAR2017@GMAIL.COM
EATCO Food Transportation W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66706012 or abdul@eat-
co.me
MAHIN MAINTANANCE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36684417 or MOHAMME-
DRAFIQUL913@GMAIL.COM
GHAZALI 76 BUILDING CLEANING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36505588 or 
REMOO112211REMO@GMAIL.COM
ATARID FOOD has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CHEF, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39077934 or bijukayanattath@gmail.com
wadi texas Hairdressing.. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33999677 or ALMUTASEL@
GMAIL.COM
ELEVEN SEVEN SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / FAR-
RASH, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34311959 or NOORULISLAM1122@GMAIL.COM
GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39641612 or yousif@
aanass.net
BAHRAIN TOURISM COMPANY - CROWNE PLA-
ZA BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SUPERVISOR  ACCOUNTING, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17746318 or 
Hassan.Ali@crowneplazabahrain.com
HUSSAIN AMER BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39804488 or linkone78@
gmail.com
ALSHAQAB GENERAL TRADING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66699323 or 
ALIAHMED.ALAALI10@GMAIL.COM
BABEL TRADING ESTABLISHMENT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17254712 or 
NARESHTJ@HOTMAIL.COM
MIYA SANA CAFETERIA has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39662118 or Y.AL-
MALOOD72@GMAIL.COM
ABU SIAM TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34505373 or MAACOM-
PUTER9988@GMAIL.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASON, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 32376386 or ALTRADMENA.MAIL-
BAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
PEPPER SQUARE FURNITURE WORKSHOP W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33271414 or BINOYKJ@GMAIL.COM
SARENS NASS MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of REGIONAL MAN-
AGER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
ELITE PARADISE CONSTRUCTION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37400773 or HAMZA.SHABBIR3321@GMAIL.
COM
SOLACE WELLNESS SPA W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36834888 or Naseral-
showaikh@gmail.com
BAHRAIN PIPE LINE CONSTRUCTION COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66398999 or 
BPLCC@BATELCO.COM.BH
NASEEF W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17000201 or FALDOSERY@GMAIL.
COM
RAFIF ALROOH RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(VEGETABLES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39905689 or 
AARA7791@GMAIL.COM
8T8 CARGO COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY VEHICLE DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 33328694 
or DARMAN.CARGO@YAHOO.COM
ZOOM PRINCE W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
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Qatar Condemns Iranian Attack on 
Vessel Near Hormuz

Gulf Partners Strengthen Security Bonds

The Secretary General 
of the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC), 

Jasem Mohamed Albudaiwi, 
said that the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) signed 
between the GCC General 
Secretariat and the Republic 
of Italy aims to strengthen 
cooperation and coordina-
tion between the two sides 
while expanding partnerships 
across several sectors of mu-
tual interest.

The agreement was signed 
in Rome by Albudaiwi and 
Antonio Tajani, Italy’s Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national Cooperation.

Albudaiwi said the MoU is 
designed to enhance polit-
ical dialogue, facilitate the 
exchange of expertise, and 
develop mechanisms for joint 

action, reinforcing cooper-
ation in areas that serve the 
shared interests of both par-
ties.

He noted that relations 
between the GCC member 
states and Italy continue to 
grow across various fields, 
s u p p o r t e d  by  c l o s e  t i e s 
and common interests. He 
stressed both sides’ commit-
ment to elevating the partner-
ship to broader horizons in 
a way that promotes mutual 
interests while contributing 
to security, stability, and sus-
tainable development.

Both sides also expressed 
confidence that the agree-
ment will open new avenues 
for cooperation, strengthen 
communication and coor-
dination, and support their 
shared aspirations for greater 
collaboration and prosperity.

His Excellency Shai-
kh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman bin 

Jassim Al Thani, Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Qatar, received Her 
Excellency Helen McEntee, 
Ireland’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Trade, and Defense, in 
Doha on Monday during her 
official visit.

The two officials reviewed 
bilateral relations and explored 
ways to further strengthen co-
operation across various sec-
tors. They also discussed the 
latest regional developments, 
focusing particularly on diplo-
matic efforts to promote secu-
rity and stability following the 
signing of the memorandum 
of understanding between the 
United States and Iran. A num-
ber of other issues of mutual 
interest were also addressed 
during the meeting.

Following the talks, Shaikh 

Mohammed witnessed the 
signing of a memorandum of 
understanding establishing po-
litical consultations between the 
Foreign Ministries of Qatar and 
Ireland. The agreement aims to 
enhance regular diplomatic di-
alogue and deepen cooperation 
between the two countries.

The memorandum was signed 
on behalf of Qatar by Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Sultan 
bin Saad Al Muraikhi, while 
Ireland was represented by 
Minister Helen McEntee. The 
agreement marks a new step 
in strengthening diplomatic 
engagement and expanding bi-
lateral relations between Doha 
and Dublin.

Doha demands Tehran halt maritime 
threats, warns of full legal accountability

UAE & Bahrain National Guards Sign MoU to 
Boost Cooperation

ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASON, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17623723 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
GREEN CITY SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33313639 or info@gcs.bh
HANS INTERIORS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39627664 or interiorhans7@
gmail.com
TOYOTA PLAZA  B.S.C. Closed has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17262262 or HR.S@EK-
KANOO.COM.BH
AHMED  MOHAMMED  JASSIM  CONSTRUCTION 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICAL ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17784584 or HR@AM-
JASSIM.COM
MAYSHA MASSAGE AND SPA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66665522 or MARWA.
ALAWADHI@HOTMAIL.COM
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOREMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17623723 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASON, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17623723 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32376386 or 
ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASON, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17623723 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
ABLE EQUIPMENT AND INDUSTRIAL SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of PLANT 
/ UNIT OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17000305 or ANAND@ABLEGULF.COM
KHAYBER PAK GARAGE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35628058 or SAQIB-
KHANN096@GMAIL.COM
MODERN MECHANICAL ELECTRICAL & TRANS-
PORT CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17708888 
or lmra@mmetc.com
WOOD ORBIT FURNITURE WORKSHOP W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33416791 or MOSTAFAELSAYED089@
GMAIL.COM
SMELTERS TECHNICAL SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 34039950 
or OPERATIONS@SMELTERSTS.COM
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASON, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17623723 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17749697 or secure.me@live.com
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASON, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17623723 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
ICG SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17623723 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
ALGHADHRIYA WORKSHOP has a vacancy for 
the occupation of AIR-CONDITIONING TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39434898 or BU-MISHAL_36@HOTMAIL.COM
S PLAZA SUITES HOTEL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DISH-WASHER(RESTAU-
RANTS & KITCHENS), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39992285 or SAEEDRADHI52@
GMAIL.COM
UNI CARE INTERNATIONAL CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17292626 or furqansharief@gmail.com
AL SHARIF GENTS SALON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35495060 or Sajidam-
jad786@gmail.com
PLACE CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SUPERVISOR FOR OPERATIONS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33353509 or 
placecafe@kafholdingroup.com
ARGAN DAY SPA has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of MASSEUR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 16030886 or HUSSAIN1897@GMAIL.COM
STARBELLY CAFE W.L.L W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38036414 or 
RANJANS770@GMAIL.COM

GULF TO GLOBE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66600648 or msameer-
waseem@gmail.com
HAMANI ALUMINIUM WORKSHOP has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33851089 or 
USMANHAMEED1732@GMAIL.COM
AZAZ  BADSHAH SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34077226 or RASHID-
KHN843@GMAIL.COM
BOARDING TRAVEL AND TOURISM has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17006670 or 
BOARDINGTRAVEL.BH@GMAIL.COM
NIDHAS CAFETERIA W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER(FOOD DISTRIBU-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33248553 or NIDHASCATETEIA@GMAIL.COM
I K 804 REAL ESTATE has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33311247 or TFT336@
GMAIL.COM
SHARMA ELECTRICAL & MECHANICAL REPAIR 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39384465 or CRAFTRALLEYBH@GMAIL.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36636640 or HAN-
ANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36636640 or HAN-
ANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36636640 or HAN-
ANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
GAZI RESTAURANT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17511997 or 
007ALMAHRIN@GMAIL.COM
AIN AL MADINA MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39858332 or RI-
ZANATRADING786@GMAIL.COM
Bin Juma FoodStuff has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39881108 or HUHUN888@
YAHOO.COM
SHER ALAM COMBINE SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / FAR-
RASH, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33082231 or SHREALMA49@GMAIL.COM
AIN AL MADINA MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 39858332 
or RIZANATRADING786@GMAIL.COM
KARAMASTAJI AL JUWAIRA MARKET EST. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17252205 
or zan131@gmail.com
ITSUMO JAPANESE RESTAURANT AND GRILLS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of WAIT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17231996 or MELANIEGANDA@YAHOO.COM
NEW DIMENSION CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 77999360 
or FISHERMANSENSE@GMAIL.COM
Joys Earth Trading Co W.l.l has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35029948 or JOYTHOT-
TAKATH@YAHOO.COM
BESTGRAPH X CREATIVE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33336341 or 
Info@bestgraphxbh.com
PRO  KLEEN  SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36845820 or PAD-
AM1739@GMAIL.COM
ARMADA TRANSPORT CO. WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17280855 or 
khalid@armada-bahrain.com
ALSEBEA AUTO SERVICES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39675359 or 
ALSEBEASERVICES@GMAIL.COM
ATLAS ALUMINUM W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34130996 or 
S.HUSSAIN.ISMAIL@ATLAS-ALUMINUM.COM
YUMMYLICIOUS COFFEE SHOP has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39331155 or 
BIKO.BAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM

DAR AL ANAQA TAILORING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASTER CUTTER(GENTS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34470000 or HAMDANSA@GMAIL.COM
MAHAL AUTO SPARE PARTS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ACCOUNTING ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32022762 or FEMAANBALOCH@GMAIL.COM
WINNERS PACK TRADING CO WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES REPRESENTA-
TIVE, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33009736 or BU-KHALID-@HOTMAIL.COM
SAMA AL BAHRAIN WATER BOTTELING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WHOLESALE 
TRADE MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17410041 or MAHMOUDALDAWAMNEH@
GMAIL.COM
Best line construction W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 39596805 
or BESTLINECONSTRUCTION19@GMAIL.COM
Modern Global Cleaning Co.W.l.l has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17211008 or AW-
ALSERV@BATELCO.COM.BH
DELO CAR CARE W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35688138 or 
JANATMARTWLL@GMAIL.COM
ALTADHAMIN ALUMINUM CENTRE EST has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39186111 or AMJAD00@GMAIL.COM
OCEAN SPA  W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33305676 or ANDYHOPPE080@
GMAIL.COM
ITS BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17258545 
or HISHAM@AHMEDOMER.COM
PAKISTAN STARS RESTAURANT  W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BREAD BAKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17233054 
or DARALSHESHA@GMAIL.COM
NEW STAR GLASS AND MIRRORS has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(GLASS CUT-
TING), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33303348 or zahranewtin@GMAIL.COM
H2O BRIGHT LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PRESSER (HAND), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 38008013 or H20.
BRIGHT.LAUNDRY@GMAIL.COM
chraimba tailoring has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TAILOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33686656 or AHJ.92.BH@GMAIL.COM
GHAZALI 76 BUILDING CLEANING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36505588 or 
REMOO112211REMO@GMAIL.COM
KINGDOM ASPHALT COMPANY W L L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17466776 
or ABDULLA@KINGDOM.BH
SHABEBA CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GEN-
ERAL, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17716710 or SHABEBACO@HOTMAIL.COM
SHABEBA CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GEN-
ERAL, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17716710 or SHABEBACO@HOTMAIL.COM
EFTU JEWELLERY DESIGN W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DESIGNER(JEWEL-
LERY), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36180338 or FARERWAY2@GMAIL.COM
ALSAHER ICE CREAM AND NUTS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(JUICE & 
SANDWICHES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33496925 or LAYALIBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17830801 or Abbas@
ramsis.com.bh
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RIGGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17830801 or Abbas@
ramsis.com.bh
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RIGGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17830801 or Abbas@
ramsis.com.bh
Basma Security has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SECURITY MAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17727676 or aqeel@basma.com.bh
SUPPLIES FOR PETROLEUM EQUIPMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES EXC-
UTIVE, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17610093 or MOHDBABU786@YAHOO.COM
NAIM SALON 2026 has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of BARBER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33887763 or EMANREZJ@GMAIL.COM

  VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
  CONTINUED

MANDALI KABAB RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(GRILLING), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 34413413 
or mandali.1930@gmail.com
ALGHASRAH WORKSHOP has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17785865 or alghasra09@
gmail.com
CAMEO COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 33129875 
or MUHAMMEDSJD@GMAIL.COM
THE PROMINENT FASHIONS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33128181 or NISHU.
NSH@GMAIL.COM
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OPERATOR (FORK-
LIFT), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17674319 or DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
Albayan Medical Centre W L L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ACCOUNTANT(INSUR-
ANCE), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17415191 or MKSADMN@GMAIL.COM
WADI ALSAIL GATE CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33367000 or wadibahrain@gmail.com
SANAR SAMBOOSA & FALAFEL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SANDWICHES MAK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17535982 or BUTALAL1953@YAHOO.COM
Al Sahel Resort B.S.C. (Closed) has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17561327 or 
hr@edamah.com
Al Sahel Resort B.S.C. (Closed) has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17561327 or 
hr@edamah.com
ALSHAYA TRADING FOR RETAIL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17110202 or 
AYMAN.JAFAR@ALSHAYA.COM
R S B N S SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 37259059 or ASADM6607@GAMIL.COM
CATEGNA TOURIST RESTAURANT COMPA-
NY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 38393893 or YONASZEWDI07@GMAIL.COM
Al Sahel Resort B.S.C. (Closed) has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17561327 or 
hr@edamah.com
O.B.C CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR (SITE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17213989 or 
MUFADDALBUILDINGMATERIALS@GMAIL.COM
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17532010 or a.jawahery@exibah.com
STAR GROUP COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17300013 or 
ahmed@stargroupbh.com
CLLINT BARBERSHOP has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BARBER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33909552 or JASIM33077285@
GMAIL.COM
ARAQT EUROPEAN KITCHENS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MARKETING SPE-
CIALIST, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33435050 or pd.docm21@gmail.com
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(CLOSED) has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700888 or admin@nasserco.net
BFL TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33496925 or HHASHIMPP@
GMAIL.COM
JUFFAIR BOULEVARD HOTEL & SUITES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 35475656 
or HR@JUFFAIRBOULEVARD.COM
ACTION HOTELS BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17235200 or 
EMAD@ACTIONKUWAIT.COM
ALMALLAS RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35917512 or secureclear-
ance@gmail.com
al shaher salon has a vacancy for the occupation 
of BARBER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17421862 or citygatedoc@gmail.com
H L B BOUTIQUE has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of TAILOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35002840 or NAHID850114950A@
GMAIL.COM
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Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah met with 
Japan’s Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi in Ankara to discuss bilateral 
relations, expand cooperation across key sectors, and exchange views on 
regional and international developments.

Kuwait, Japan Strengthen Ties



Traeen takes yellow, Pedersen wins Tour de France 4th stage
AFP | Foix

Norwegian Torstein Traeen 
claimed the coveted race 

leader’s yellow jersey as Den-
mark’s Mads Pedersen won 
the fourth stage of the Tour de 
France yesterday.

Traeen stripped reigning 
champion Tadej Pogacar of the 
jersey just two days after Nor-
way stunned five-time winners 
Brazil at the World Cup thanks 
to a brace from Erling Haaland.

Pedersen,  who was world 
champion in 2019, stormed to 
victory in a sprint finish ahead 
of Lidl-Trek team-mate Quinn 
Simmons in second with Span-
iard Raul Garcia taking third at 
the end of the 182km stage from 
Carcassonne to Foix in scorch-
ing temperatures which topped 
40C at one point.

It was Pedersen’s third stage 
victory at the Tour following 
one each in 2022 and 2023 and 
was enough to see him take the 
green points jersey.

Traeen, who had started the 
day just over five minutes be-
hind reigning champion Tadej 
Pogacar in the race lead, was 
part of an initial 34-man breaka-
way which formed around 25km 

into the stage.
That had been whittled down 

to 10 over the day’s final climb 
and Traeen came home in 
eighth.

With the peloton finishing 13 

minutes after the stage winner, 
Traeen now leads the yellow 
jersey standings by 28 seconds 
from American Sean Quinn, a 
fellow breakaway companion 
who finished ninth on the stage.

Pedersen’s Lidl-Trek team-
mate Mathias Vacek, who fin-
ished the stage 10th, is now 
third overall at 3min 50sec and 
now leads the young rider’s 
white jersey competition.

Pogacar dropped to fourth at 
7min 53sec, on the same time as 
his arch rival Jonas Vingegaard 
in fifth.

For Traeen, 30, it will be the 
second time he has led a Grand 
Tour, having worn the leader’s 
red jersey at last year’s Vuelta a 
Espana for four days.

He is the third Norwegian to 
wear the Tour’s yellow jersey 
after Thor Hushovd, who is now 
Traeen’s Uno-X Mobility team 
manager, did so in 2004, 2006 
and 2011, and Alexander Krist-
off, who held it for one day in 
2020.

Paris FC confirm Rosenior 
taking over as coach

AFP | Paris

Paris FC yesterday an-
nounced that Liam Rosen-

ior was taking over as coach.
“The English manager has 

signed a contract with the club 
until June 2028 and will take 
up his post on Thursday 9 July, 
when team training resumes,” 
said a club statement.

Rosenior replaces Antoine 
Kombouare, who joined the 
Parisian side, owned by the 
LVMH luxury group, in Febru-
ary and steered them clear of 
the relegation battle to finish 
11th, with notable wins over 
Monaco and champions Paris 
Saint-Germain.

“Following this season and 
after discussions between all 
parties involved, it was decid-
ed to bring this collaboration 
to an end in order to open a 
new chapter in the club’s his-
tory,” said the club statement.

It will be Rosenior’s third 
club in under a year. He was 

sacked as Chelsea manager 
after less than four months 
in charge in April after leav-
ing Strasbourg, where his 
free-flowing game lifted the 
club into the top third of Ligue 
1.

“Aged 41, Liam Rosenior 
already has a wealth of expe-
rience at the highest level,” 
said Paris FC. “He has quickly 
established himself as one of 
the most promising coaches of 
his generation.”

Antoine Arnault, repre-
sentative of the Arnault fam-
ily which owns the club, ex-
pressed his enthusiasm for 
Rosenior.

“My family and I are delight-
ed to welcome Liam to our 
club and to see him return to 
our league here in France. I 
have always been impressed 
by his philosophy of play and 
by what he has built with his 
teams, which often consist 
of young players,” Arnault  
said.

Liam Rosenior is greeted by Chelsea fans before a Premier League match

Martinez ends Portugal tenure with World Cup exit
AFP | London

Roberto Martinez confirmed 
that he was standing down 

as coach following Portugal’s 
World Cup last-16 exit to Spain.

The 52-year-old Spaniard saw 
his side lose 1-0 to a late Mikel 
Merino goal at the home of the 
Dallas Cowboys.

The 52-year-old, who was 
consistently criticised for stick-
ing with ageing captain Cris-
tiano Ronaldo no matter what, 
had been in charge since 2023.

Before that he was manager 
of Belgium, following tenures 

in British football with Swansea, 
Wigan and Everton.

Martinez, whose departure 
was expected with his contract 
ending, said: “It is true that it 
was my last game with the Por-
tugal national team.

“Thank you to the Portuguese 
people because it was an incred-
ible period, a pride which I can’t 
describe.

“All that strength, energy we 
had from all the fans, from all 
the Portuguese people was in-
credible.

“Thank you for this and I take 
with me a memory for life.”

Arab champions return home
Bahrain’s U18 basketball squad lands to hero’s welcome

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s under-18 basket-
ball team received a rous-
ing reception at Bahrain 

International Airport yesterday, 
arriving home as Arab champi-
ons after clinching the title in 
Sfax, Tunisia.

The Bahrain Olympic Com-
mittee organised the welcome, 
with Basketball Association 
vice-president Nader Al Awadhi 
and secretary-general Abed Al 
Ansari among officials greeting 

the squad with flowers.
“Discipline. Fight. Consist-

ency.”
The team’s run through the 

tournament earned praise for 
their composure under pres-
sure before lifting the Arab  
crown.

Bahrain sealed the title with 
an 85-73 final victory over Egypt 
at Al Raed Al Bejaoui Hall—de-
fending champions turned back-
to-back kings, winning the Arab 
under-18 championship for the 
second consecutive year.

Portugal’s Spanish head coach Roberto Martinez gestures during the match

Lidl - Trek team’s Danish rider Mads Pedersen celebrates as he crosses the 
finish line

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2026

10



Close to tears and on his own as Ronaldo’s dream ends
• Ronaldo’s 
World Cup 
campaign ends

• Veteran star 
shows limited 
impact

AFP | Arlington

Cristiano Ronaldo la-
boured through 

his last World Cup 
match Monday as 
the dream of winning 
the biggest prize of all 
ended in a 1-0 defeat 
to Spain and left him 
fighting back tears.

The 41-year-old Portu-
gal captain and one of the 
best players of all time says he 
will now go away and think 
about what comes next.

He has won it all in a tro-
phy-laden career at some 
of Europe’s biggest clubs, 
and tasted European glory 
with his country.

But among his bulging trophy 
cabinet there will be no World 
Cup winners medal, and he was 
largely ineffectual as he huffed 
and puffed through a disap-
pointing last-16 clash in Texas.

“That’s football, that’s the life 
of a footballer,” he said, strug-
gling to raise his voice above 

the crushing disappointment.
“Sometimes you win, some-

times you lose, and you have 
to move on.”

Ronaldo, the leading 
scorer in the history of 

men’s internation-
al football, said he 

would leave the 
Wo r l d  C u p 
s t a g e  “ w i t h 
a clear con-
science”.

“The truth 
is, the biggest 
t i t l e  I  wo n 

with the national 
team was in 
2016 (Euros), 

which for me 
is just as sig-
nificant as a 
World Cup, 

honestly,” he 
said.

R o n a l -
do’s  best 

World Cup 
will always 
remain the 

semi-finals 
20 years ago.

H i s  d i s -
p l a y  i n  a 

disappointing 

game summed up what the vet-
eran talisman has become in 
recent years -- a shadow of the 
player that one struck fear into 
opponents.

He had three attempts at goal 
and was a peripheral figure play-
ing through the centre of an in-
effectual Portugal attack.

He scored three times at the 
tournament in North America in 
his World Cup farewell -- twice 
in a 5-0 thrashing of  Uzbeki-
stan and a penalty against Cro-
atia in the last 32.

Ronaldo did not register a sin-
gle assist at the tournament and 
at one point against Spain threw 
his hands up in the air as a team-
mate’s pass went astray.

He left the pitch at the home 

of the Dallas Cowboys on his 
own.

 Billionaire footballer 
Ronaldo went from growing 

up in a poor family on the island 
of Madeira, with an alcoholic 
father, to become a global su-
perstar.

His eternal thirst for records 
coupled with a relentless drive 
for self-improvement and tire-
less devotion to his art sustained 
him into his 40s.

Off the field he is a phenom-
enon too -- the first billionaire 
footballer, boasting 671 million 
followers on Instagram and his 
“Siuuu!” celebration mimicked 
by star-struck children the world 
over.

But there was to be no Hol-
lywood-style World Cup hap-
py ending for the attacker, who 
played first for Sporting Lisbon, 
before becoming a global icon 
at Manchester United.

After six years and Champi-
ons League glory there he lit up 
the Bernabeu with Real Madrid, 
where he conquered Europe 
four more times.

Then came Juventus, a stint 
back at United, and now the fig-
urehead of Saudi Arabia’s bid 
for footballing respectability at 
Al Nassr.

His many accolades and prizes 

also include five Ballon d’Ors.
In recent years the narrative 

around Ronaldo has shifted.
With his powers on the wane 

and lacking the mesmerising 
turn of foot and pace that were 
once his hallmark, he moved 
from the wings to a more tradi-
tional number nine role.

Ronaldo and Portugal coach 
Roberto Martinez have been 
accused of dragging his inter-
national career out beyond its 
sell-by date.

Martinez made two double 
changes late on as they chased 
the game against Spain, but 
Ronaldo remained on the pitch 
regardless.

Speaking on the eve of the 
match, Ronaldo insisted: “I am 
not going to be more Cristiano 
Ronaldo or less because I win 
the World Cup.”

Belgium dump US out of 
World Cup after Balogun row

Benched stars prove no obstacle as clinical Belgium march into the quarter-finals

• Belgium win 4-1

• Charles De Ketelaere 
score two early goals

• Tillman scores 
for United States

• Lukaku adds 
late fourth goal

• Spain await in 
quarter-finals

AFP | Seattle

Belgium dumped the Unit-
ed States out of their own 
World Cup, as Charles De 

Ketelaere’s brace secured a 4-1 
win that was eclipsed by the bit-
ter row over Folarin Balogun’s 
ban.

Victory means the Belgians 
face  Spain  in the quarter-fi-
nals, while the US follow co-
hosts Canada and Mexico out of 
the tournament with elimination 
in the round of 16 after a thor-
oughly flat performance.

All attention pre-game had 
been on Balogun’s place in the 
US starting lineup, after US Pres-
ident Donald Trump asked FIFA 
to review the striker’s one-game 
suspension for a red card, and 
the governing body controver-
sially obliged.

But Belgium’s XI had a few sur-

prises of its own, with Kevin De 
Bruyne and Jeremy Doku among 
the heavyweights benched. 
And coach Rudi Garcia’s gam-
bit proved inspired, with De 
Ketelaere grabbing an early 
goal to puncture the feel-
good vibes in Seattle.

Malik Tillman  grabbed 
one back from a free kick, 
but De Ketelaere swiftly re-
stored Belgium’s lead. A cata-
strophic piece of goalkeep-
ing by Matt Freese and a 
late Romelu Lukaku goal 
left the Americans dead 
and buried.

FIFA’s move to sus-
pend Balogun’s ban 
after he was sent off 
in the previous round 
against Bosnia and 
Herzegovina has been 
slammed by football 
fans, pundits and play-
ers around the world, 
but there were no such 
misgivings among the 
Seattle crowd.

A  c o l o s s a l  ro a r 
greeted the stadium 
announcement of Balo-
gun’s name in the start-
ing XI, vastly dwarfing 
the cheers even for US 
talisman Christian Pulisic.

The “USA” thunderclap 
then echoed around the 
stadium, utterly drown-
ing out a small corner of 
chanting Belgium fans in the 
opening minutes.

But the American party was 

swiftly silenced. The majority 
of 67,000 fans fell silent in the 
ninth minute as De Ketelaere 

scored, easily tapping home 
from close range after Nicolas 
Raskin’s cross evaded some 
lax defending.

It was the first time the 
Americans had conceded the 
opener all World Cup. With 
the atmosphere deflated, no 

immediate fightback was 
visible on the pitch either. 

The midfield was outgunned 
and the defense looked 
nervous.

On the half-hour mark, 
Balogun drew a foul on 
the edge of the area and 
whipped the crowd back 
to life. He waved his arms 
frantically as Malik Till-

man -- fresh from scoring 
a free kick against Bosnia 
-- lined up the ball.

Tillman’s shot deflected 
off the Belgian wall and 
span into the net, and the 
stadium shook.

 Dream over 
But the joy was again 

short-lived. In the 33rd 
minute, De Ketelaere leapt 

up to meet Leandro Tros-
sard’s cross and comforta-
bly out-jumped an off-bal-
ance Tim Ream to score his 

second.
The US inched back into the 

game as the first half closed out, 
with Balogun blasting over from 
a long Tillman throw, then nar-

rowly failing to catch a long ball, 
again from the Bayer Leverkus-
en midfielder.

US coach Mauricio Pochettino 
switched formation at half-time, 
sending Gio Reyna into the num-
ber 10 role and pushing Weston 
McKennie out to the right. The 

Americans resumed play with 
more intensity, pushing higher 
up the pitch.

But self-inflicted disaster 
struck in the 57th minute. Freese 
came out to collect a Belgium 
long ball, turned to evade the 
charging De Ketelaere, but then 
hesitated with his pass.

De Ketelaere jabbed the ball 
to Hans Vanaken, who made no 
mistake with an open goal from 
long range.

Pulisic limped off with an in-
jury minutes later, and with him 
went the US dreams of reaching 
a first World Cup quarter-final 
since 2002.

His replacement,  Sebastian 
Berhalter, flashed an ambitious 
shot narrowly wide in the 79th 
minute, and Balogun had a 
close-range effort saved soon  
after.

But Chris Richards handed the 
ball to Lukaku in stoppage time, 
and the veteran striker did not 
hestitate to seal the rout.

It was my last World 
Cup, yes, but I’ll have 
time to think about 

the rest, to be with my 
family, not make rash 
decisions, and just get 

on with life
CRISTIANO RONALDO

Despite the defeat, 
Ronaldo said win-

ning Euro 2016 with 
Portugal was “just as 
significant as a World 

Cup” in his eyes

KNOW WHAT

Belgium boosted by furore: Tielemans

Belgium captain Youri Tiele-
mans revealed his team had 

been fired up by the uproar 
surrounding Folarin Balogun.

Tielemans said Belgium’s 
players had held a team meet-
ing after Balogun’s shock FIFA 
reprieve and had vowed to 
make a statement against the 
World Cup co-hosts.

“Let’s be honest: we held a 

meeting when we heard the 
news,” Tielemans said of the 
Balogun controversy. 

“We told ourselves we need-
ed to do our talking on the 
pitch. That’s what we did today. 
I’m very proud of the team,” 
the Aston Villa midfielder told 
Belgium’s RTBF broadcaster.

Tielemans’ teammates ech-
oed their captain’s words.

The pre-match spot-
light focused on Folar-
in Balogun after FIFA 
controversially over-
turned his one-match 
suspension following 

intervention from 
US President Donald 

Trump

KNOW
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Charles De Ketelaere #17 of Belgium celebrates scoring



Sinner eyes Djokovic showdown after moving into Wimbledon semis
AFP | London

Jannik Sinner is on course for 
a blockbuster Wimbledon 

showdown with Novak Djokovic 
after the defending champion 
ended German veteran Jan-Len-
nard Struff ’s fairytale run in the 
quarter-finals.

Sinner won 7-5, 7-6 (7/4), 6-3 
on Court One and will face Djok-
ovic in the last four if the sev-
en-time Wimbledon champion 
beats Canadian Felix Auger-Ali-
assime later on Tuesday.

In the women’s tournament, 
Coco Gauff and Karolina Mu-
chova reached their first Wim-
bledon semi-finals.

With Wimbledon basking in 
sweltering temperatures this 
week, world number one Sinner 
had to answer some uncomforta-
ble questions about his ability to 
withstand the heat.

The 24-year-old Italian wilted 
in the recent French Open when 
the mercury reached boiling 
point, sparking a stunning sec-
ond-round defeat against Juan 
Manuel Cerundolo, who battled 
back from two sets and 5-1 down 
to beat Sinner.

Bidding to win Wimbledon 
for the second successive year, 
Sinner lived up to his claim that 
he would cope with the Lon-
don heatwave against Struff -- at 
36 the oldest man to become a 
first-time quarter-finalist at the 
majors in the Open era.

The four-time Grand Slam 
champion wasn’t at his best, but 

his booming serve kept world 
number 74 Struff at bay as he 
reached his 10th Grand Slam 
semi-final and third at Wim-
bledon.

“It was a huge test today. I felt 
comfortable on the physical side, 
a good step forwards,” Sinner 
said.

“We worked a lot after Paris 
trying to understand what went 
wrong and prepared in the best 
possible way.”

Djokovic hopes to equal Roger 
Federer’s record of eight Wim-

bledon singles titles by winning 
a record 25th major.

That would make him the old-
est man to win a Grand Slam in 
the Open era.

Victory for the 39-year-old 
Serb against third seeded Au-
ger-Aliassime would take Djok-
ovic into a record-extending 
15th Wimbledon semi-final and 
55th at the Grand Slams.

He would also reach the Wim-
bledon last four for an eighth 
consecutive time, setting a new 
record for the longest streak of 

men’s singles semi-final appear-
ances at the All England Club.

Gauff in uncharted territory
The all-American encounter 

on Centre Court went Gauff ’s 
way as the seventh seed beat 
fellow American Jessica Pegula 
4-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Gauff -- a two-time major 
champion -- was appearing in 
the last eight at the All England 
Club for the first time.

The 22-year-old made a slug-
gish start as fourth seeded Peg-

ula, 32, took the first set.
But Gauff hit back emphatical-

ly, seizing the momentum in the 
second set before sealing victory 
in the third.

Seven years after she became 

the youngest player to reach the 
Wimbledon main draw aged 15 
and then stunned Venus Wil-
liams on her debut, Gauff is two 
wins away from an even more 
impressive feat at the All Eng-
land Club.

She is into the semi-finals of 
a Grand Slam for the first time 
since winning her most recent 
major at the French Open last 
year.

She is the youngest player to 
appear in all four Grand Slam 
semi-finals since Maria Shara-
pova in 2007.

“Considering I hadn’t won a 
match in two years on grass be-
fore this tournament, I’m really 
happy with how I played today,” 
Gauff said.

In the last four, Gauff faces 
Czech 10th seed Muchova, who 
beat Japanese star Naomi Osaka 
7-6 (7/4), 6-4.

Argentina produced epic World 
Cup fightback to beat Egypt
Argentina staged a stun-

ning comeback from 2-0 
down to avoid a shocking 

exit at the hands of Egypt, pro-
longing Lionel Messi’s World 
Cup career with a 3-2 win to 
reach the quarter-finals.

The holders looked down 
and out when goals from Yas-
ser Ibrahim and Mostafa Ziko, 
either side of Messi having a 
penalty saved, put the Pharaohs 
in sight of a historic victory in 
Atlanta.

However, Cristian Romero’s 
header sparked the comeback 
as Argentina struck three times 
in the final 11 minutes plus stop-
page time.

Messi smashed home the 
equaliser to score for a ninth 
consecutive World Cup game 
and retake the lead for the Gold-
en Boot with eight this tourna-
ment.

Enzo Fernandez completed 
the turnaround with a superb 
header two minutes into stop-
page time.

At the end, Messi shed tears 
of joy as he embraced his team-
mates.

Egypt were left furious after 
several controversial calls went 
against them, including a dis-
allowed goal early in the sec-
ond half, and a member of their 
coaching staff was red-carded 
in the aftermath of the winning 
goal.

But despite a second almighty 

scare against African opposi-
tion, Argentina will face either 
Colombia or Switzerland in the 
last eight on Saturday.

Lionel Scaloni attempted to 
refresh a side that looked ex-
hausted in the closing stages of 
a 3-2 win over Cape Verde in the 
last 32 on Friday.

Nicolas Tagliafico, Leandro 
Paredes and Julian Alvarez came 
in from the team that started in 
Miami, but Argentina got off to 
another slow start.

Marwan Attia’s deep cross 
to the back post was powered 
home by Yasser.

Argentina had the chance to 

level five minutes later when 
Tagliafico was fouled by Hais-
sem Hassan inside the box.

However, there was another 
chapter to Messi’s penalty spot 
misery at World Cups.

The eight-time Ballon d’Or’s 
strike was tentative and Mostafa 
Shobeir flew to his left to save, 
meaning Messi has now missed 
four of his eight non-shootout 
penalties at World Cups. He 
also became the first player to 
miss two in a single tournament, 
having also failed to hit the tar-
get against Austria in the group 
stages.

The penalty save was just the 

start of Shobeir’s inspired af-
ternoon.

Alexis Mac Allister’s powerful 
header from point-blank range 
was next to be parried by the Al 
Ahly stopper.

Shobeir then produced one 
of the saves of the tournament 
to prevent Alvarez’s shot from 
finding the bottom corner.

Egypt thought they had dou-
bled their lead on the hour mark 
after a brilliant counter-attack.

Mohamed Salah played in Mo-
stafa Ziko, who dinked the ball 
perfectly over the onrushing 
Emi Martinez.

However, Egyptian celebra-

tions were cut short by a hugely 
controversial VAR intervention 
for a foul on Lisandro Martinez, 
just outside the Egypt box, at the 
start of the build-up to the goal.

The decision finally fired up 
the majority Argentine crowd, 
but they were silenced once 
more moments later by another 
blistering Egyptian break.

Salah again led the charge 
before feeding Hassan and his 
cross was swept in by Zico.

Argentina looked like a beaten 
side with Messi among those 
whose head was bowed during 
the second-half drinks break.

Yet Romero’s header -- that 
Shoubir just failed to keep out 
-- sparked a remarkable reviv-
al as the defending champions 
hauled themselves off the can-
vas.

Moments later a dazzling run 
by Messi teed up Lautaro Mar-
tinez, who headed just wide and 
Messi was to have his moment 
of redemption seven minutes 
from time.

Gonzalo Montiel fed the ball 
back for his captain to strike 
sweetly on the half volley.

Shoubir again got a touch but 
couldn’t get it out as the ball can-
noned in off the bar for Messi’s 
21st World Cup goal.

Then Fernandez’s bullet head-
er from Lautaro Martinez’s cross 
completed the fightback and 
Argentina’s relief was on full 
display after the final whistle.

Serena wants to 
play again before 
US Open, says 
coach

AFP | London

Serena Williams wants to 
play singles tournaments 

before the US Open, unlike 
her preparation for Wim-
bledon, the American leg-
end’s coach Rennae Stubbs 
said yesterday.

Williams, 44, played two 
doubles matches in prepa-
ration for her comeback 
to singles tennis at the All 
England Club, but lost in the 
first round last week.

The 23-time Grand Slam 
champion then had to with-
draw from the doubles with 
sister Venus due to a knee 
injury suffered in the defeat 
by Australian Maya Joint.

“I’ll leave it to her to 
discuss her medical stuff 
and how she’s feeling but I 
know that for her trying to 
play, certainly something 
before the US Open will be 
something she would like to 
do,” Stubbs told reporters at 
Wimbledon.

“She doesn’t want to go 
and do what she did here, 
which was just play sin-
gles, at the US Open, but at 
the same time it’s going to 
depend on physically how 
she’s doing.”

Gauff, who debuted 
at Wimbledon aged 15 
stunning Venus Wil-

liams, is the youngest 
player to reach all four 
Grand Slam semis since 

Sharapova in 2007

KNOW WHAT

US player Coco Gauff returns against US player Jessica Pegula

Italy’s Jannik Sinner returns the ball to Germany’s Jan-Lennard Struff

Argentina’s forward #10 Lionel Messi is lifted by teammates as they celebrate after winning the match 
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