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Facebook, Google, Twitter pause
user info requests from HK govt

San Francisco

acebook, Google and Twit-

ter said Monday they have
put a hold on requests by Hong
Kong’s government or police
force for information on users,
following China’s imposition
of a sweeping new security
law.

The pause at leading online
social network Facebook and
its popular messaging service
WhatsApp would remain in
place “pending further assess-
ment” of the new national se-
curity law, and would include
“formal human rights due
diligence and consultations
with human rights experts,” a
Facebook spokesman said in a
statement.

“We believe freedom of
expression is a fundamen-
tal human right and support
the right of people to express
themselves without fear for
their safety or other repercus-
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sions,” the spokesman said.

Twitter and Google told AFP
that they too would not com-
ply with information requests
by Hong Kong authorities in
the immediate future.

“Like many public interest
organizations, civil society
leaders and entities, and in-
dustry peers, we have grave
concerns regarding both the
developing process and the full
intention of this law,” Twitter
said in response to an AFP in-
quiry.

“Twitter cares and is com-
mitted to protecting the peo-
ple using our service and their
freedom of expression.”

Dalai Lama channels ‘Inner World’ in
album to mark 85th birthday

The Dalai Lama, shown here in 1996, has put out a music album to mark his
85th birthday

New Delhi

ibetan spiritual leader the

Dalai Lama launched an
assault on the music charts
on Monday by releasing his
first album to mark his 85th
birthday.

“Inner World”, in which
the Dalai Lama chants medi-
tations and Buddhist sayings,
was inspired by New Zealand
follower Junelle Kunin who
spent five years working on the
project after persuading him to
take part.

The Dalai Lama went to her
home in Auckland three times
and she recorded some ses-

sions at his residence in Dhar-
amsala in India, where the
Tibetan government in exile
is based.

“He had a clear vision with
this work and has been very
committed to it,” Kunin, who
produced the music with
her husband Abraham, told
the Radio New Zealand pro-
gramme Nine to Noon.

“It’s not a religious project
although they are mantras. It’s
really just a work to try and
benefit people. So I thought
about what we need day-to-
day -- courage and healing and
wisdom and so forth so that’s
the path we went down.”

Vanessa Guillen,
a 20-year-old US
Army specialist found
killed recently

® Family say she was
sexually harassed at
the military base.

The main suspect in
the case is a fellow US
Army specialist named
Aaron Robinson

AFP | Houston

he murder of a female
TUS Army soldier and the
subsequent suicide of the
chief suspect has put a spotlight
on sexual harassment in the US
military.
Vanessa Guillen, a 20-year-old
US Army specialist at Fort Hood

in Texas, went missing more P

than two months ago.

After a weeks-long search, a
lawyer for the Guillen family
confirmed that human remains
found on June 30 near her for-
mer base were those of the miss-
ing soldier.

The main suspect in the case,
a fellow US Army specialist
named Aaron Robinson who
was also based at Fort Hood,
committed suicide last Wednes-
day as police closed in on him.

Another suspect, Cecily Agu-
ilar, Robinson’s girlfriend, was
charged last Thursday with
“conspiracy to tamper with ev-
idence.”

Since Guillen’s disappearance
on April 22, her loved ones have
said repeatedly that she was
sexually harassed at the military
base.

“She was afraid to report it,”
her sister Lupe told ABC News.

“She reported it to her friends.
She reported it to her family.
She even reported to other sol-
diers on base,” she said.

“But she didn’t want to do a
formal report because she was
afraid of retaliation and being
blackballed, and she, like most
victims, just tried to deal with
it herself.”

the presumptive Democratic nominee f

Guillen’s case has been taken
up by several prominent public
figures, including the presump-
tive Democratic nominee for
president, Joe Biden.

“We owe it to those who put
on the uniform, and to their
families, to put an end to sexual
harassment and assault in the
military, and hold perpetrators
accountable,” Biden said.

‘Dignity and respect’
According to the Justice De-
partment, Robinson told Agui-
lar he had killed Guillen with a
hammer blow to the head, and
the pair took her body to a re-
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or president, Joe Biden.

mote site to dispose of it.

According to Guillen family
attorney Natalie Khawam, Guil-
len had planned to file a sexual
harassment complaint against
Robinson.

“We believe he murdered her
because she was going to report
the sexual harassment,” Kha-
wam said.

Guillen said Robinson had fol-
lowed her into the shower and
watched her, her attorney said.

Khawam said sexual harass-
ment was “epidemic” in the mil-
itary and called for Congress to
investigate.

“You can’t turn a blind eye
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anymore,” she said.

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand,
a Democrat from New York,
called for the Pentagon inspec-
tor general to conduct an inves-
tigation.

Guillen’s case “raises serious
and alarming questions about
the Army’s ability to prevent
sexual harassment and assault,
respond to criminal acts and
provide justice for victims and
their families,” Gillibrand said
in a statement.

“There must be a full and
thorough investigation into
Guillen’s disappearance, both
to deliver justice and to initi-
ate change in the Army’s ap-
proach to sexual assault in the
military and the culture that
enables it

Damon Phelps, the official in
charge of the Army-led investi-
gation, told a news conference
last week that for the time being,
there was no “credible informa-
tion” to support the harassment
allegation.

But on Monday, Fort Hood
Senior Commander Major Gen-
eral Scott Efflandt pledged to
“complete the ongoing inves-
tigation in sexual harassment
and take actions against those
findings.”

“Every person who raises
their right hand to serve their
family and their country in uni-
form deserves to be safe and
treated with dignity and re-
spect,” Efflandt said.

“To the victims of sexual har-
assment and assault. We hear
you.”

Fossil of giant 70m year-old fish found in Argentina

Buenos Aires

giant 70 million year old

fossil of a fish that lived
amongst dinosaurs has been dis-
covered in Argentine Patagonia,
a team of researchers said on
Monday.

Argentine paleontologists
“found the remains of a preda-
tor fish that was more than six
meters long,” the researchers
said in a statement.

The discovery was published
in the scientific journal Alche-
ringa: An Australasian Journal
of Palaeontology.

The fish “swam in the Pata-
gonian seas at the end of the
Cretaceous Period, when the
temperature there was much
more temperate than now,” the
statement said.

“The fossils of this carnivo-
rous animal with sharp teeth
and scary appearance were
found close to the Colhue Hua-

The fossilized remains of this Xiphactinus - similar to the one found in Argentina - was discovered in the US state of Kansas

and sold at auction in 2010

pial lake” around 1,400 kilome-
ters south of the capital Buenos
Aires.

This fossil belonged to the
Xiphactinus genus, “amongst
the largest predatory fish that
existed in the history of Earth.”

“Its body was notably slim and
ended in a huge head with big
jaws and teeth as sharp as nee-
dles, several centimeters long.”

Examples of this species have
been found in other parts of the
world, “some of which even
have preserved stomach con-
tents,” said Julieta de Pasqua,
one of the study authors.

Previously, the Xiphactinus
had only been found in the
northern hemisphere, although
one example was recently found
in Venezuela.

Patagonia is one of the most
important reservoirs of fossils
of dinosaurs and prehistoric
species.

Fauci warns US is
‘knee-deep’ in first

wave of coronavirus
Washington

he United States is still

“knee-deep” in its first
wave of coronavirus infec-
tions and must act imme-
diately to tackle the recent
surge, the country’s top in-
fectious diseases expert said
Monday.

Anthony Fauci said the
number of cases had nev-
er reached a satisfactory
baseline before the cur-
rent resurgence, which of-
ficials have warned risks
overwhelming hospitals
in the country’s south and
west.

“It’s a serious situation
that we have to address im-
mediately,” Fauci said in a
web interview with Nation-
al Institutes of Health direc-
tor Francis Collins.



