
Brazil to become testing ground 
for coronavirus vaccine
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Over the weekend I 
welcomed staff from 

St Thomas’ hospital who 
looked after me whilst 
I had coronavirus at 
Downing Street. It was 
wonderful to celebrate 
the NHS’s 72nd birthday 
with some of those who 
have done so much in the 
fight against the virus.

@BorisJohnson

What is the purpose 
of a $22 trillion 

economy if you can’t 
take care of your people 
during a pandemic? We 
need #EmergencyMon-
eyForThePeople now. 
74% of Americans agree 
including a majority of 
both parties. Congress 
do your job. Support H.R. 
6496 NOW.

@AndrewYang

To beat COVID-19, we need 
a coordinated national re-
sponse from the federal 
government — but Donald 
Trump refuses to do his 
job. I’ve laid out exactly 
what I would do, and I 
encourage this president 
to adopt the plan in its 
entirety

@JoeBiden

“COVID-19 (China 
Virus) Death Rate 

PLUNGES From Peak In 
U.S.” A Tenfold Decrease 
In Mortality. The Wash-
ington Times @Wash-
Times Valerie Richard-
son. We have the lowest 
Mortality Rate in the 
World. The Fake News 
should be reporting 
these most important of 
facts, but they don’t!

@realDonaldTrump

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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First Crusade: 15,000 starving 
Christian soldiers march in religious 
procession around Jerusalem as its 
Muslim defenders look on

Portuguese navigator Vasco da 
Gama departs on his first voyage, 
becoming the 1st European to 
reach India by sea

Dr Benjamin Waterhouse gives 
1st cowpox vaccination in the US 
to his son to prevent smallpox

500th anniversary of the 
Russian Orthodox Church 

celebrated in Moscow

02

The leaders 
for two of the 

most advanced 
coronavirus 

vaccine projects -- 
Oxford University, 

in partnership 
with AstraZeneca 
labs, and China’s 

Sinovac -- will 
carry out clinical 

testing in Brazil

AFP | Rio de Janeiro

Brazil may be struggling in its 
battle against the coronavirus, 
but it is on the cutting edge of 

vaccine development with large-scale 
trials and the production of millions of 
doses on the horizon.

COVID-19 is spreading rapidly across 
the Latin American nation -- a situa-
tion underlined when President Jair 
Bolsonaro tested positive on Tuesday 
-- creating the necessary conditions for 
testing a vaccine’s efficiency.

Brazil, which is the primary global 
producer for yellow fever vaccines, is 
renowned for its expertise in vaccines, 
which it produces on a large scale in 
public institutes.

The leaders for two of the most ad-
vanced vaccine projects -- one from 
Oxford University, in partnership with 
AstraZeneca labs, and one from China’s 
Sinovac -- will carry out Phase Three 
tests, the last one before the drug is 
approved, on thousands of Brazilian 
volunteers.

Only three vaccine projects in the 
world have reached Phase Three.

And Brazil won’t be short-changed 
either: both projects have technology 
transfer agreements that will enable 
the country to produce the vaccines 
themselves, should the tests prove con-
clusive.

With lockdown measures applied 
unevenly nationwide, Brazil -- a coun-
try of continental proportions with 212 
million inhabitants -- has not managed 
to contain the pandemic, which has 
killed 65,000 people in the country.

It is the second worst-hit nation after 
the United States.

100 million doses
“Brazil is a good testing ground be-

cause the virus is still very present 
there, and there is a wide variety of ep-
idemiological characteristics” through-
out the country, Margareth Dalcomo, 
a researcher at FIOCRUZ, the research 
organization that will help produce the 
Oxford vaccine, told AFP.

“The more volunteers are exposed to 
the virus, the greater chance to quickly 
prove the vaccine’s efficiency,” said Sue 

Ann Costa Clemens, a researcher at the 
Federal University of Sao Paulo (UNI-
FESP), which is in charge of carrying 
out tests for Oxford’s project on 5,000 
Brazilian volunteers.

“If we manage to recruit these vol-
unteers while the curve is still rising, 
we hope to get results quickly, as early 
as November,” added Clemens, who is 
also the head of the Institute for Global 
Health at the University of Sienna, in 
Italy.

Phase Three tests for the vaccine 
began in June in Brazil, as well as in 
the UK and South Africa

“If the tests are conclusive, the vac-
cine could be registered in the United 
Kingdom by the end of the year and in 
other countries, including Brazil, in 
early 2021,” Clemens added, noting that 
registration in Brazil should be easier 
and faster due to on-site testing.

As part of the agreement with Oxford 
and AstraZeneca, the Brazilian govern-
ment will invest $127 million to enable 
FIOCRUZ to acquire the technology 
and equipment to produce an initial 
quantity of 30.4 million doses during 
the experimentation phase.

If the vaccine passes the clinical tri-
als, Brazil will be entitled to produce 
70 million additional doses at an esti-
mated cost of $2.30 each.

Political rivalries 

Meanwhile, the government of Sao 
Paulo state will start on July 20 testing 
for the vaccine by the Chinese biophar-
maceutical company Sinovac on 9,000 
volunteers.

The partnership also provides for 
technology transfer for “large-scale 
production” in the event of successful 

testing.
“This is technology that we have 

mastered perfectly, we have already 
produced other vaccines in a similar 
way,” said Dimas Covas, the director 
of the Butantan Institute, which is in 
charge of producing the doses.

“We will have the autonomy neces-
sary to meet the demand from Brazil, 
but also other Latin American coun-
tries,” he said.

With the two large-scale trials, “Bra-
zil is the repository for the hopes of a 
large part of the world,” Covas added.

But the announcement three weeks 
ago of the partnership with Sinovac 
has drawn criticism, as well as dubious 
conspiracy theories.

It came against the backdrop of a po-
litical rivalry between Sao Paulo Gover-
nor Joao Doria and Bolsonaro, a noted 
coronavirus skeptic who announced 
he was feeling “perfectly well” and 
had only mild symptoms after testing 
positive for COVID-19.

“A Chinese laboratory making a vac-
cine against a Chinese virus and re-
search funded by a governor who is a 
major partner of China. I don’t want 
this vaccine, do you?” tweeted Roberto 
Jefferson, a former congressman who 
recently joined Bolsonaro’s camp.

An engineer shows an experimental vaccine for the COVID-19 coronavirus that was tested at the Quality Control Laboratory at the 
Sinovac Biotech facilities in Beijing

A lab technician holds a PCR plate to perform COVID-19 PCR tests at a lab in Brazil

A lab technician inserts reagents into a plate with a patient’s samples to perform COVID-19 PCR 
tests

09
WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2020

11,867,906

544,141

6,826,936

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+135,325

+4,001

Covid-19 Cases:

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Serious, 
Critical

Tot cases/1m pop

Egypt 76,222 3,422 21,238 51,562 41 745

Saudi 
Arabia

217,108 +3,392 2,017 +49 154,839 60,252 2,268 6,235

UAE 52,600 +532 326 +2 41,714 10,560 1 5,317

Kuwait 51,245 +601 377 +4 41,515 9,353 159 11,997

Oman 48,997 +1,262 224 +6 31,000 17,773 127 9,593

Qatar 100,945 +600 134 +1 94,903 5,908 154 35,952

Middle East

Country Total cases New deaths Total Deaths

1 USA 3,061,033 +770 133,749

2 Brazil 1,643,539 +537 66,093

3 India 742,016 +479 20,653

4 Russia 694,230 +198 10,494

5 Peru 305,703 +180 10,952

6 Chile 301,019 +50 6,434

7 Spain 298,869 +4 28,392

8 UK 286,349 +155 44,391

9 Mexico 261,750 +480 31,119

10 Iran 245,688 +200 11,931

11 Italy 241,956 +30 34,899

12 Pakistan 234,509 +77 4,839

13 Saudi Arabia 217,108 +49 2,017

14 Turkey 207,897 +19 5,260

G l o b a l C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u The US government has 
awarded Novavax Inc $1.6 
billion to cover testing and 
manufacturing of a potential 
vaccine for the novel coronavirus 
in the United States, with the 
aim of delivering 100 million 

doses by 
January. 
The award announced by the US Department of 
Health and Human Services is the biggest yet 
from “Operation Warp Speed,” the White House 
initiative aimed at accelerating access to vaccines 
and treatments to fight COVID-19, the respiratory 
disease caused by the coronavirus.

u India’s Sovereign Pharma said it has 
dispatched the first batch of generic 
remdesivir for drugmaker Cipla Ltd, as 
the country recorded more than 22,000 
new coronavirus cases yesterday. At 
current capacity, Sovereign can supply 50,000 
to 95,000 vials per month of the injectable, the 
company said in an emailed statement on Tuesday. It 
did not disclose how many vials are there in the batch 
for Cipla.

u British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson 
was accused yesterday 
of trying to rewrite 
history for appearing 
to blame the deadly 
spread of coronavirus 

in care homes on the institutions 
themselves. The government initially said it did 
not believe care homes were at particular risk, and has been slow to roll out 
testing of both staff and patients. In an interview on Monday, Johnson said: “We 
discovered too many care homes didn’t really follow the procedures in the way 
that they could have.”

u Beijing yesterday reported zero new coronavirus cases for the first time 
since the emergence of a cluster in the Chinese capital in June that prompted 
fears of a domestic second wave. A total of 335 people have been infected since a 
cluster emerged at the city’s massive Xinfadi wholesale market in early June.

u Australia warned its citizens yesterday they could face “arbitrary detention” 
if they travel to China. “Authorities have detained foreigners because they’re 
‘endangering national security’. Australians may also be at risk of arbitrary 
detention,” the latest warning said.

u A Vietnamese man accused of “defaming” the country’s 
leaders for broadcasting his pro-democracy views on 
Facebook was jailed for eight years on Tuesday after a 
lightning-quick trial denounced by rights groups. Nguyen Quoc 
Duc Vuong’s arrest follows the detention of a number of high-

profile journalists and activists in recent months ahead of the regime’s five-yearly 
party congress, slated for next January.

u Nearly 11 million stressed-out Chinese students began taking the country’s 
gruelling annual college entrance exam on Tuesday following a month-long 
coronavirus delay, with inspectors this year checking both for cheaters and fevers. 
The two-day test -– known in Chinese as the “gaokao” -- is an annual moment of 
great anxiety for students and parents who dream of sending their children to 
university, but the coronavirus added another layer of pressure by closing schools 
for months.

US awards 
Novavax $1.6 
billion for 
coronavirus 
vaccine

India’s 
dispatches 
first batch of 
remdesivir 
to Cipla

Outrage 
at UK PM 
comments 
on virus-hit 
care homes

Keep an eye on ‘anywhere 
and everywhere’ COVID-19

Reuters | Geneva

The World Health Organisa-
tion yesterday urged trav-

ellers to wear masks on planes 
and keep themselves informed 
as COVID-19 cases surge again 
in some countries, prompting 
new restrictions in places like 
Australia.

Spokeswoman Margaret 
Harris urged people not to be 
caught off-guard by resurgent 
local epidemics and quaran-
tine measures, saying: “If it’s 
anywhere, it’s everywhere and 
people travelling have to under-
stand that.”

“This virus is widespread and 
people have to take that very, 
very seriously.”

The WHO said last month 
that it would update its travel 
guidelines ahead of the north-
ern hemisphere summer holi-
days but they have not yet been 
released.

In the meantime, travellers 
should “remember things will 
change, or may well change”, 
Harris said at a Geneva briefing.

“We’re seeing a lot of upticks, 

a lot of changes in different 
countries, countries that had 
successfully shut down their 
first transmission are seeing 
second upticks,” she added, 
mentioning Australia and Hong 
Kong.

Lockdown measures were 
reimposed in Australia’s second 
biggest city on Tuesday, con-
fining Melbourne residents to 
their homes unless undertaking 
essential business, as officials 
scramble to contain a corona-
virus outbreak.

The WHO’s previous guid-

ance for travellers has included 
common-sense advice appli-
cable to other settings such as 
social distancing, washing your 
hands and avoiding touching 
your eyes, nose or mouth.

Harris also proposed on 
Tuesday wearing a mask on 
planes, a measure which is al-
ready a requirement of many 
airlines.

“If you are flying, there is no 
way you can social distance in 
a plane, so you will need to take 
other precautions including us-
ing a face covering,” she said.

Passengers wearing protective face masks sit in a plane at Sharm el-Sheikh 
International Airport in Egypt

KNOW WHAT

WHO acknowledges airborne 
spread of COVID-19

The World Health Organisation 
yesterday acknowledged “emerging 
evidence” of the airborne spread of 
the novel coronavirus, after a group 
of scientists urged the global body 
to update its guidance on how the 
respiratory disease is spread.

WHO expert Benedetta Allegranzi said the 
organisation believed it had “been open to the 
evidence on modes of transmission” of the 
new virus.

If it’s anywhere, 
it’s everywhere and 

people travelling 
have to understand 

that. This virus is 
widespread and 
people have to 

take that very, very 
seriously

MARGARET HARRIS
WHO SPOKESWOMAN

Bolsonaro tests 
positive for 
coronavirus

Reuters | Sao Paulo

Brazil President Jair Bol-
sonaro has tested pos-

itive for the novel corona-
virus, he said in a television 
interview yesterday. 

World Health Organi-
sation’s regional director 
Carissa Etienne during a 
meeting with Pan Amer-
ican Health Organization 
directors wished Bolsona-
ro a speedy recovery from 
his positive test result for 
COVID-19.

“The message is that this 
virus in unpredictable and 
does not respect race, class 
or people in power, despite 
security around any pres-
ident,” said PAHO director 
for communicable diseases 
Marcos Espinal.

For Brazil, the infection 
of its president should rein-
force the need to strengthen 
implementations of social 
distancing recommenda-
tions and the use of masks 
to mitigate the spread of 
coronavirus, he said.

Etienne said Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean now 
account for 50 per cent of 
the COVID-19 cases in the 
Americas. 

Some of Latin Ameri-
ca’s most persistent prob-
lems have contributed to 
the scale of the pandemic 
in the region, Etienne said: 
inequality, political division 
and health systems that 
have been weakened by 
years of under-investment.

US makes it official
Begins withdrawal from World Health Organisation 

USA Today | Washington 

The United States has of-
ficially begun its with-
drawal from the World 

Health Organisation, amid a 
continuing spike in the COV-
ID-19 cases in many states 
across the US.  

The US Congress  received 
formal notification of the de-
cision yesterday, more than a 
month after President Donald 
Trump announced his inten-
tion to end the US relationship 
with the WHO and blasted the 
multilateral institution as a tool 
of China. 

The White House said the 
withdrawal would take effect 
on July 6, 2021.

Democrats said the decision 
was irresponsible and ill-con-
sidered, noting it comes as the 
pandemic is raging and inter-
national cooperation is vital to 
confront the crisis.

“This won’t protect Ameri-
can lives or interests – it leaves 
Americans sick & America 
alone,” Sen. Bob Menendez, 
the top Democrat on the Sen-
ate Foreign Affairs Commit-

tee, tweeted after receiving the 
White House’s notification. “To 
call Trump’s response to COVID 
chaotic & incoherent doesn’t do 
it justice.”

Tarik Jasarevic, a spokesman 
for the WHO, said the organisa-
tion had received reports of the 
United States’ formal notifica-
tion. “We have no further in-
formation on this at this stage,” 
he said. 

The formal withdrawal comes 
as the United States nears 3 mil-
lion reported coronavirus cases 
and more than 130,000 deaths, 
according to  Johns Hopkins 
University data. Globally, there 
have been 11.6 million cases and 
almost 540,000 deaths.

Trump and his advisers have 
blasted the WHO for failing to 

press China to be more trans-
parent about the scope and se-
verity of the COVID-19 outbreak, 
which began in Wuhan, China.

Trump has said that China 
“has total control” over the 
WHO, even though it contrib-
utes far less than the US to the 
health organisation’s budget. 
The US has contributed approx-
imately $450 million dollars 
a year.

Menendez and other Senate 
Democrats have introduced 
legislation to reverse the deci-
sion and restore US funding to 
the WHO. It’s unclear how far 
that could get in the GOP-con-
trolled chamber, although 
some Republicans have also ex-
pressed concern with Trump’s  
decision.

The US Congress  received formal notification of the decision yesterday from 
President Donald Trump


