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Muharraq’s red wall rises again in Crown Prince Cup classic

TDT | Manama

Muharraq Club wrapped up
a stellar season by beating

Dar Kulaib 3-1to win the Crown
Prince Volleyball Cup on Tues-
day night at Isa Bin Rashid Are-
nain Riffa. Fresh off their league
title, this win marks a historic
double for the team and had the
crowd on their feet.

It’s Muharraq’s 14th Crown
Prince Cup, adding to their re-
cord as the competition’s most
successful side, and it ends a
12-year wait for this trophy.
The cup’s new “golden edition”
couldn’t have asked for a better
first champion—Mubharraq have
been the team to beat all year.

His Highness Shaikh Moham-
med bin Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa, representing His Roy-
al Highness Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown
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Prince and Prime Minister, pre- squad, who’ve had a brilliant
sented the trophy to Muharraq’s campaign.

The match was a good battle,
with sets at 25-19, 21-25, 25-21,
and 25-23. Mahmood Al Afiaran
the show for Muharrag, setting
up strong attacks from Jakob,
Nasser Anan, and Sayed Hashim
Isa. Abbas Al Khabbaz and Mo-
hammed Omar were solid at
the net, keeping Dar Kulaib’s
Mahmood Abdulwahid and
Tomislav at bay.

Shaikh Mohammed gave a
shoutout to the Bahrain Vol-
leyball Association for a well-
run tournament, noting how
the players’ effort and the fans’
energy show the sport’s growth
in Bahrain.

For Muharrag, this win caps a
memorable season—league and
cup, plus a 14th Crown Prince
title. As they lifted the trophy,
it was clear their legacy in Bah-
raini volleyball just got stronger.

India captain Rohit Sharma announces retirement from Test cricket

AFP | New Delhi

ohit Sharma has announced

is retirement from Test

cricket, leaving India in search
of a new captain.

Speculation had swirled sur-
rounding Sharma’s future after
a lean series against Australia
in the Border Gavaskar Trophy,
with the 38-year-old’s future a
matter of considerable debate.

The veteran opener stepped
aside for the final match of that
series after averaging in single
figures in the previous three
Tests having missed the first
match of the encounter for the
birth of his second child.

Reports had suggested that
Sharma may be stripped of the
captaincy ahead of another
marquee series in England this
summer, but the batter has now

confirmed that he will be retir-
ing from the format.

“I'would just like to share that
I am retiring from Test cricket,”
Sharma said on Instagram with
a picture of his India cap.

“It’s been an absolute hon-
our to represent my country
in whites. Thank you for
all the love and support
over the years. T will
continue to represent
India in the oDI for-
mat.”

Sharma had pre-
viously retired from
T20 international
cricket after helping
India to World Cup
triumph last year.

The 38-year-old
made 4301 runs in
Tests at an average
of just above 40, in-

Rohit Sharma

cluding 12 hun-
dreds. He cap-
tained the side
in 24 matches,
! winning 12 and
losing nine of
his games in
charge.
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Currently playing for the
Mumbai Indians at the Indian
Premier League (IPL), Sharma’s
retirement leaves a leadership
vacancy as India prepare to face
England in a five-match series
from 20 June.

Amorim determined to
keep Fernandes at Man
Utd despite Saudi interest

AFP | London

Ruben Amorim has insist-
ed he wants to keep Man-
chester United captain Bruno

Fernandes despite interest
from Saudi Arabia, labelling

the Portugal international
“one of the top players in the
world”.

The 30-year-old playmaker
has been a key figure at Old
Trafford since joining from
Sporting Lisbon in 2020 and
scored two goals in last week’s
3-0 Europa League semi-final
first-leg win at Athletic Bilbao.

But the build-up to Thurs-
day’s return fixture in Man-
chester has been dominated
by talk that Saudi club Al-Hi-
lal are poised to make a
big-money offer for Fer-
nandes. !

But Amorim, who said
March he told Fernandes
he was “not going any-
where” following links =,
to Real Madrid, was sim-
ilarly defiant amid talk of a
post-season move to Saudi
Arabia.

“I think it is easy to
understand (his _g#
importance) g
-- not just /
because of |
the num- |
bers but |
the way !
he plays,
the impor-
tance that |
he has dur- |
ing his five |
years here,”
United head
coach Amor- |
im told a |

Bruno Fernandes

Frattesi fires Inter to European final

RUBEN AMORIM

pre-match press conference
yesterday.

“He is a top player, we need
top

players. He is a leader,
4w he’sthe captain,
50 he’s really
.~ important.
It’s normal
that alot of
clubs want
? @ aplayer like
Bruno, like
_ [ (Alejandro)
I Garnacho,
, like others.
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Davide Frattesi’s Extra-Time Goal Sends Inter Milan to Champions League final with 7-6 aggregate against Barcelona

Frattesi’s 99th-minute
strike seals historic 4-3
comeback victory

@ Inter overcome 3-2
deficit with last-gasp
Acerbi equalizer

Lautaro and
Calhanoglu put Inter 2-0
up before Barca rally

AFP | Milan

avide Frattesi fired Inter
D Milan into the Champi-

ons League final on
Tuesday with an extra-time
winner which gave the Italians
astunning 4-3 triumph over Bar-
celona, 7-6 on aggregate.

Italy midfielder Frattesi won
a tie for the ages under a down-
pour in Milan when he lashed
home in the 99th minute, send-
ing a packed and rocking San
Siro wild with joy.

Simone Inzaghi’s team will
face either Arsenal or Paris
Saint-Germain at the end of this
month in Munich, where they
will feel they have a great chance
to be crowned kings of Europe
for a fourth time after coming
out on top in an epic contest.

Inter Milan’s Davide Frattesi (R) scores his team’s fourth goal

Tuesday’s triumph saved In-
ter’s season as their bid for the
treble went up in smoke after
getting past Bayern Munich in
the quarter-finals.

Inter conceded top spot in
Serie A to Napoli, who are fa-
vourites to claim the domestic
league title, after getting past
Bayern while AC Milan dumped

them out of the Italian Cup a
fortnight ago.

But Inter ended Barca’s hopes
for the quadruple and now head
into the final weeks of the season
buoyant with a second Champi-
ons League final in three seasons
to look forward to.

Frattesi’s winning goal, his
seventh of the season and proba-
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bly the most important of his ca-
reer, was all the more incredible

for the fact that Inter should by

rights have already been elim-
inated.

The hosts were heading out
with two minutes remaining of

regular time when Raphinha
completed a comeback from two
goals down at half-time and gave

YOU
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Inter were 142 sec-
onds from elimination
before Acerbi’s
92nd-minute equalizer
forced extra time - the
latest a team has been
losing before reaching
a UCL final in tourna-

ment history

Barca a 3-2 lead on the night.

But Francesco Acerbi stunned
everyone in the stadium, not
least the already-celebrating
Barca supporters, when he
forced home Denzel Dumfries’
cross in the second minute of
added time.

That goal came as a bolt from
the blue as Barca had been by
far the better team in the second
half of normal time after going in
at the break behind to a brilliant
Lautaro Martinez goal and Ha-
kan Calhanoglu’s penalty in first
half stoppage-time.

Eric Garcia and Dani Olmo
pulled Barca level with goals in
the 54th and 60th minutes, both

DAVIDE FRATTESI

from sumptuous Gerard Martin
deliveries, and Yann Sommer
had to be at his best to keep Inter
within touching distance.

Sommer made possibly the
save of the season between
Barca’s first two goals, some-
how stopping Eric Garcia from
finishing off a lightning Barca
counter-attack.

And the Swiss ended up being
crucial again in the 113th min-
ute when he pulled off another
miraculous save from Lamine
Yamal, who hit the post just be-
fore Acerbi’s equaliser.

Inter then held off Barca as
the home fans held their breath
before unleashing a mighty roar
at the final whistle of the match
of the season.



