
Cardinals begin voting for pope
Vatican conclave begins amid global hopes, divisions, and protests over Church reform

• 133 cardinals 
enter Sistine Chapel 
to elect next pope

• Ritual begins with 
“Extra omnes” and 
oath of secrecy

AFP | Vatican City

Cardinals choosing the next 
leader of the global Catho-
lic Church were locked 

into the Vatican’s Sistine Chapel 
on Wednesday, marking the for-
mal start of the conclave to elect 
a successor to Pope Francis.

Shortly after 17:45 (15:45 GMT), 
the conclave’s master of ceremo-
nies declared “Extra omnes” -- 
“Everybody out” in Latin -- and 
then shut the heavy doors of the 
15th century chapel, leaving the 
133 “Princes of the Church” to 
make their choice in secrecy.

The centuries-old ritual, 
which is expected to last several 
days, comes just over a fortnight 
after the death of Pope Francis, 
the Argentine Jesuit who led the 
world’s 1.4 billion Catholics for 
12 years.

The cardinal electors had ear-
lier gathered in the nearby Paul-
ine Chapel in silent prayer before 
proceeding to the 15th-century 
Sistine Chapel, where tables and 
chairs have been laid out beneath 
Michelangelo’s frescoes.

They took a group oath of se-
crecy before each cardinal ap-
proached the altar to utter his 
personal vow in front of the Ital-
ian master’s depiction of the Last 
Judgement, when Christians be-
lieve God will return to decide 
who goes to heaven or hell.

According to a live video feed 
produced by the Vatican, they 
took a vow not to reveal what 

happened in the conclave, on 
pain of excommunication.

The conclave is the largest and 
the most international ever, with 
cardinals from around 70 coun-
tries -- many of whom did not 
know each other before being 
summoned to Rome following 
Francis’s death.

There is no clear frontrunner 
to succeed the charismatic Fran-
cis, with the cardinals represent-
ing a range of progressive and 
conservative traditions within 
the Church.

But the challenges facing the 
2,000-year-old institution are 
clear.

The new pope faces diplomatic 
balancing acts at a time of geopo-
litical uncertainty, as well as deep 
splits within the Church itself.

There is also the continued 
fall-out from the clerical child 

abuse scandal and -- in the West 
-- increasingly empty pews.

 Waiting for the smoke 
Thousands of people gathered 

outside in St Peter’s Square to 
watch the proceedings, which 
were streamed live on several 
large screens in front of St Peter’s 
Basilica.

There was applause for the 
declaration of “Extra omnes”.

Many hope to see the smoke 
that will come out of the Sistine 
Chapel’s chimney when the car-
dinals have voted -- black smoke 
for no winner, white for a new 
pope.

“It would be perfect, lovely 
to be here for a new pope,” said 
Irish tourist Catriona Hawe, 60.

“Francis was brilliant, progres-
sive, a man of the people, though 
he didn’t move things forward as 

quickly as I would have liked,” 
she said.

“The Church won’t be doing it-
self any favours if it elects some-
one conservative.”

Besides outward displays of 
faith, the conclave has also gen-
erated a festive atmosphere, with 
one young woman in the square 
showing off her black miniature 
poodle dressed as the pope.

The cardinals will cast just one 
ballot on the first evening, with a 
result expected around 7:00pm 
(1700 GMT), before retiring to the 
nearby Santa Marta guesthouse.

If no one secures the two-
thirds majority needed to be 
elected, they will resume voting 
on Thursday, with four ballots 
a day scheduled until there is a 
winner.

 Pray for unity 

The cardinals joined a mass in 
St Peter’s Basilica ahead of the 
conclave on Wednesday morn-
ing, where Cardinal Giovanni 
Battista Re, dean of the College 
of Cardinals, offered his peers 
some final advice.

“We are here to invoke the help 
of the Holy Spirit, to implore his 
light and strength so that the 
pope elected may be he whom 
the Church and humanity need at 
this difficult and complex turn-
ing point in history,” he said.

“This is also a strong call 
to maintain the unity of the 
Church... a unity that does not 
mean uniformity, but a firm and 
profound communion in diver-
sity.”

He called it a choice of “excep-
tional importance”, requiring the 
red-robed prelates to set aside 
“every personal consideration”.

Battista Re himself is too old 
to vote, with cardinal electors re-
quired to be under the age of 80.

The mass was the last rite to 
be celebrated publicly before the 
Church’s 267th pope is presented 
to the world from a balcony of St 
Peter’s Basilica.Police leaders head to Dubai

• World Police Summit 
opens Tuesday

• AI, crisis response, 
cybercrime featured

• Bahrain poised 
to deepen ties

Mahir Haneef
TDT | Dubai

Top police officials and secu-
rity experts from around the 

world are set to gather in Dubai 
next week for the 2025 edition 
of the World Police Summit, of-
fering a timely opportunity for 
Bahrain to strengthen regional 
cooperation on policing, cyber-
crime, and artificial intelligence.

The summit, opening on Tues-
day at the Dubai World Trade 
Centre, is expected to host over 
17,000 participants and 170 ex-
hibitors, making it one of the 
largest events of its kind in the 
region. Organised under the pa-
tronage of His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, the three-day gathering 
will feature more than 300 speak-
ers from global law enforcement 

bodies including INTERPOL, Eu-
ropol, and the United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime.

GCC Collaboration
Bahrain, which has increas-

ingly focused on digital policing 
and cross-border cooperation, 
is expected to benefit from the 
summit’s expanded agenda cov-
ering smart city security, rapid 
response technologies, and the 
role of AI in predictive policing.

The event features 12 confer-
ence tracks, up from seven last 
year, and introduces new zones 
including an Academic Zone, a 
Startup Zone, and a Demonstra-
tion Hub to showcase real-world 
security scenarios. Topics such 
as information security, disaster 
management, and modern lead-
ership in law enforcement will 
also be addressed.

Dubai’s Security Push
Brigadier Dr. Saleh Rashed 

AlHamrani of Dubai Police de-
scribed the summit as a global 
platform that enhances interna-
tional policing standards and re-
flects the UAE’s ambition to serve 
as a hub for security innovation. 
He noted a 25 percent increase 
in participation compared to last 
year.

The World Police Summit 
Awards, which have seen a 200 
percent rise in nominations, 
will also be presented during 
the event to honour individuals 
and institutions who advance 
community safety and integrity.

Regional Stakes
With the Gulf region facing 

evolving security threats, rang-
ing from cyberattacks to organ-
ised crime, Bahrain’s engage-
ment at the summit aligns with 
its efforts to build partnerships 
and adopt next-generation 
technologies across its policing  
institutions.

The event also aims to pro-
mote gender diversity and youth 
inclusion in law enforcement, 
offering training and knowledge 
exchange platforms for the next 
generation of police profession-
als.

Region joins push for safe tech
• Over 1,000 global 
participants

• GCC focus on 
AI, education

• Quantum, Web3, 
cybercrime addressed

Mahir Haneef
TDT | Dubai

As governments worldwide 
grapple with the govern-

ance of emerging technologies, 
Gulf countries including Bahrain 
are aligning themselves with a 
broader international push for 
responsible innovation, ethical 
artificial intelligence, and strong-
er tech regulation.

The Governance of Emerg-
ing Technologies Summit (GETS 
2025), which concluded yester-
day in Abu Dhabi, brought to-
gether over 1,000 participants 
from more than 20 countries. 
Organised under the patronage 

of His Highness Sheikh Mansour 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the sum-
mit saw ministers, regulators, 
academics, and industry leaders 
converge to outline a strategic 
global framework for governing 
AI, quantum computing, Web3, 
and synthetic realities.

Shared Gulf Priorities
For the GCC, the summit 

served as a critical platform to 
align national strategies on edu-
cation, public health, industrial 
innovation, and cyber defence 
with global standards. Ministers 

and technologists stressed the 
importance of embedding AI into 
national curricula, establishing 
ethical guidelines, and building 
inclusive institutions that can 
keep pace with rapid technolog-
ical change.

From classroom reforms in the 
UAE to Bahrain’s growing invest-
ments in digital public services 
and AI start-ups, the region is 
working to build resilient frame-
works that balance progress with 
protection.

Sector Focus

Sessions ranged from AI in 
healthcare and smart manufac-
turing to digital content rights 
and quantum regulation. Speak-
ers from the UAE Space Agen-
cy, ADIB, Honeywell, M-PESA, 
and global firms like PwC and 
Binance joined discussions 
on securing data, addressing 
cross-border cyber threats, and 
preparing for decentralised fi-
nance systems.

The summit also spotlighted 
the role of youth councils from 
multiple emirates, signalling a 
GCC-wide effort to bring younger 
generations into policymaking 
on tech.

Global Consensus Building
GETS featured strong calls 

from INTERPOL, the UN Office 
on Drugs and Crime, and major 
consulting firms for internation-
al collaboration. A joint roadmap 
from TRENDS Research & Advi-
sory and ASPIRE proposed accel-
erating global policy coordina-
tion and institutional readiness.

For Bahrain and its Gulf neigh-
bours, the summit underscored 
the need to collaborate on har-

monised regulation, ethical 
standards, and public-private 
partnerships to govern emerging 
technologies.

As the global tech landscape 
evolves, the GCC’s active role in 
shaping cross-border govern-
ance frameworks could deter-
mine how innovation unfolds 
across the region in the decade 
ahead.

Hamas demands full war end
Gaza reels as Hamas rejects partial truce, calls for total Israeli withdrawal and aid

• Hamas insists 
on comprehensive 
ceasefire and Israeli 
withdrawal from Gaza

• Israeli airstrikes kill 
26, including children 
sheltering in school

• Israel plans expanded 
offensive despite 
global condemnation

AFP | Gaza

Hamas insisted yesterday 
on a “comprehensive” 
agreement to end its 

war with Israel, as rescuers said 
Israeli bombardment of Gaza 
killed at least 26 people amid a 
growing humanitarian catastro-
phe.

A two-month ceasefire in the 
war collapsed in March, with 
Israel resuming intense strikes 
and imposing a total aid blockade 
on the Palestinian territory.

Israel demands the return of 
all hostages seized in Hamas’s 
unprecedented October 2023 at-
tack and Hamas’s disarmament, 
which the group has rejected as 
a “red line”.

Hamas has consistently de-
manded that a truce deal must 
lead to the war’s end, a full Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip 
and a surge in humanitarian aid.

“Hamas and the resistance fac-
tions insist on reaching a com-
prehensive agreement and a full 
package to end the war and ag-
gression, along with a roadmap 
for the day after,” political bu-
reau member Bassem Naim said 

yesterday.
“There are desperate attempts 

ahead of (US President Donald) 
Trump’s visit to the region... to 
force through a partial deal that 
would return some Israeli cap-
tives in exchange for a limited 
number of days of food and wa-
ter -- without any guarantees 
from any party to actually end 
the war,” he said.

Trump is due in the Gulf next 
week for talks with the heads of 
state of powerful monarchies.

Israel this week drew wide-
spread condemnation over its 
plans for an expanded Gaza of-
fensive, which an official said 
would entail the “conquest” of 
the Palestinian territory.

 ‘We die of hunger’ 
Before that phase begins, a 

senior Israeli security source 
had said that the timing of troop 

deployments allowed a “window 
of opportunity” for a possible 
hostage deal coinciding with 
Trump’s Middle East trip.

“We want to try and get as 
many hostages saved as possible,” 
Trump said at the White House, 
without elaborating.

In Gaza, rescuers said strikes 
killed 26 people, 15 in a strike on 
a school.

“Our teams retrieved 15 mar-
tyrs and 10 injured individuals 
after Israeli occupation aircraft 
targeted the Al-Karama school, 
which shelters displaced per-
sons... in the Tuffah neigh-
bourhood, east of Gaza City,” 
spokesman Mahmud Basal  
said.

He had earlier reported a toll 
of 11 killed in strikes on the ter-
ritory.

US warplane falls off aircraft 
carrier into Red Sea

AFP | Washington

A multi-million-dollar US 
warplane fell off the Har-

ry S. Truman aircraft carrier 
into the Red Sea on Monday 
in an accident that injured one 
sailor, the Navy said.

A tractor that was towing 
the fighter plane -- a model 
that cost $67 million in 2021 
-- also slipped off the ship into 
the sea.

“The F/A-18E was actively 
under tow in the hangar bay 
when the move crew lost con-
trol of the aircraft. The air-
craft and tow tractor were lost 
overboard,” the Navy said in a 
statement.

“Sailors towing the aircraft 
took immediate action to move 
clear of the aircraft before it 
fell overboard,” it said. “All 
personnel are accounted for, 
with one sailor sustaining a 
minor injury.”

The carrier and its other 
planes remain in action and 
the incident is under inves-
tigation, the Navy added. No 
details of recovery work were 
released.

It is the second F/A-18 oper-

ating off the Truman to be lost 
in less than six months, after 
another was mistakenly shot 
down by the USS Gettysburg 
guided missile cruiser late last 
year in incident that both pi-
lots survived.

The Truman is one of two 
US aircraft carriers operating 
in the Middle East, where US 
forces have been hammering 
Yemen’s Huthi rebels with 
strikes since mid-March in an 
attempt to end the threat they 
pose to ships in the region.

It is the second F/A-
18 operating off the 
Truman to be lost in 
less than six months, 

after another was 
mistakenly shot down 
by the USS Gettysburg 
guided missile cruiser 

late last year
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PROBLEMS ARE NOT THE 
PROBLEM; COPING IS THE 
PROBLEM
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The next long-term EU 
budget must respond 

to geopolitical realities. 
It must be strategic, flex-
ible and responsible. An 
ambitious and modern 
plan that invests in what 
matters to people. @Eu-
roparl_EN is ready to meet 
Europe’s moment.

@EP_President

Very concerned by on-
going drone strikes 

on Port Sudan, a hub for 
our humanitarian opera-
tions and key entry point 
for aid. International hu-
manitarian law must be 
respected. Constant care 
must be taken to spare ci-
vilians and civilian infra-
structure.

@UNReliefChief

As we mark 80 years 
s i n c e  t h e  e n d  o f 

World War II, we remem-
ber that peace must never 
be taken for granted Let 
this ceremony be a call to 
action. To renew our com-
mitment to strengthen our 
Union and to protect what 
was so hard-won, and can 
so easily be lost

@eucopresident

No nation should have 
to accept terrorist 

attacks being launched 
against it from land con-
trolled by another coun-
try. India is justified in 
striking terrorist infra-
structure. There can be 
no impunity for terrorists.

@RishiSunak

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Five Venezuelan 
opposition figures who have 
been holed up in Argentina’s 

embassy in Caracas for more than a year are 
now in the United States after a “rescue” 
operation, Secretary of State Marco Rubio 
said Tuesday. He gave no details other than 
to say that the opponents of Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro’s regime were freed 
in “a precise operation.” “The US welcomes 
the successful rescue of all hostages held by 

the Maduro regime at the Argentinian Embassy in Caracas,” Rubio wrote on X. 
“Following a precise operation, all hostages are now safely on US soil,” he added.

 u Palestinian 
prime minister 
Mohammad 
Mustafa appealed to the international 
community yesterday to put a stop to the 
“deliberate humanitarian crime” of famine, 
which he said was being perpetrated 
in Gaza. “We appeal to the conscience of 
humanity. Do not let the children of Gaza 
starve to death. Do not allow food and water 
to be used as weapons of war and control. This 
famine is not a natural disaster, it is a deliberate humanitarian crime, and silence 
is complicity,” he told a conference in the West Bank city of Ramallah.

 u The Kremlin was 
forced yesterday to say it 
was taking “all necessary 

measures” to ensure the safety of foreign 
leaders set to attend its flagship May 9 
parade after a wave of Ukrainian drone 
attacks closed airports across the country, 
disrupting hundreds of flights. Moscow and 
Kyiv traded a barrage of drone attacks ahead 
of the parade -- which has become a key event 
during Vladimir Putin’s 25 years in power -- as 

US talks pushing for an end to the conflict appeared to have stalled.

Venezuelan opposition figures 
‘rescued’, now in US: Rubio

Kremlin says taking ‘all 
measures’ to protect May 9 parade

Palestinian PM urges halt to ‘deliberate 
humanitarian crime’ of ‘famine’ in Gaza

The Al-Karama school 
strike marked the 
deadliest single 

attack since ceasefire 
collapse, with 

displaced families 
accounting for 

most casualties in 
Gaza City’s Tuffah 

neighborhood
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The GCC is among 
the fastest-growing 

regions in AI 
adoption, with Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE 
alone projected to 

contribute over $200 
billion from AI to their 

economies by 2030
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INTERPOL and Europol, 
both attending the 

summit, have jointly 
coordinated over 
100 transnational 
operations in the 

past decade targeting 
organised crime 

across borders
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1660 1895 1945 19801902
English Parliament 
proclaims Charles II, 
King of England and 
invites him to return

China cedes 
Taiwan to Japan 
under Treaty of 
Shimonoseki

V-E Day: World War II 
ends in Europe after 
Germany signs an 
unconditional surrender

World Health 
Organization 
announces smallpox 
has been eradicated

Mount Pelée on the French overseas 
island of Martinique erupts, wiping 
out the city of Saint-Pierre, killing 
30,000 and leaving only two survivors

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Palestinians check the destruction at a UNRWA school housing displaced people, following an Israeli strike in the Bureij 
refugee camp in the centre of the Gaza Strip

A view of the Sistine Chapel on the eve of the conclave in The Vatican

The Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75) transits the 
Strait of Gibraltar

The 15th-century 
Sistine Chapel doors 
were sealed with the 

Latin command “Extra 
omnes” (“Everybody 

out”) - the same 
ritual used when 

Michelangelo painted 
its famous frescoes
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