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Investing in the past

BACA plans to open heritage properties in Muharraq to private investment

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

he Bahrain Authority for :
Culture and Antiquities

(BACA) is weighing new
incentives to turn listed sites
into working businesses, after
success turning part of the Pear-

ling Path into a festival-friendly |

destination.
Its response came in a written

reply to a parliamentary ques- | :

tion from MP Ali Sager.
The Authority said it had be-
gun drafting a plan to encourage

private investment in buildings |

under heritage protection, with
early talks already taking place
with other government bodies.

Proposals

Several heritage properties
in Muharraq were reopened in
2024 following an open call for
proposals.

The invitation went out to
small businesses, designers,
food vendors and craftspeople,
asking them to submit ideas for
using buildings along the Pear-
ling Path.

Some of these were later
opened to the public during the
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MP Ali Sager

BACA explained that before a site is listed as heritage, its teams of muse-
um, archaeological and heritage staff conduct a detailed review.

Mubharraq Nights event. The Au-
thority stressed that protections
set by law remain in place.

Restrictions

Decree-Law No. 11 0f 1995 lays
out clear restrictions on what
can and cannot be done with

registered buildings, including

aban on demolitions or changes
without written consent from
the relevant department.
Ownership transfers involving
non-Bahrainis require sign-off
from the Ministry of Information.
Any building work nearby
must also be reviewed in advance

to make sure it fits the look and

feel of the surrounding site.

Religious buildings, including
mosques, fall under additional
review by the Ministry of Justice
and Islamic Affairs.

BACA explained that before a
site is listed as heritage, its teams
of museum, archaeological and

heritage staff conduct a detailed

review.

These teams decide if the site
has enough cultural or historic
value to warrant protection.

If so, a technical report is
drawn up and the property is
added to the National Heritage
List.

Its status is then published in
the Official Gazette.

The law defines an antiquity
as anything, building or object,
at least 50 years old, provided
it carries value tied to the arts,
sciences, daily life, customs or
events.

Exceptions

It allows exceptions for newer
items or places if the Prime Min-
ister sees fit.

Structures covered by the law
include ruins, forts, temples,
mosques, homes, wells, canals
and underground or underwater
finds.

The Authority said its aim is to
bring protected properties into
active use while keeping their
character intact.

It views private investment in
some of these buildings as one
way of doing that, provided the
right checks are in place.

Ministry worker
jailed over forged
retirement report
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Ministry of Health

worker has been de-
tained after admitting she
faked a medical report to
help a man retire early and
collect a pension.

The woman, part of the
ministry’s medical commit-
tee staff, entered a forged
assessment into the official
system.

It claimed, falsely, that the
patient had been seen by the
committee, declared unfit,
and referred for retirement.

The document was then
passed on to the Social
Insurance Organisation,
which treated it as genuine
and processed the retire-
ment and pension.

Complaint

The Public Prosecution
began investigating after a
complaint was filed by the
ministry.

Statements were taken
from staff at both the minis-
try and the Social Insurance
Organisation.

A handwriting expert was
brought in to examine the
report.

Their findings tied the
forgery directly to the ac-
cused.

She was questioned,
shown the evidence and
admitted the offence.

Shared housing without

safety checks

faces power

cuts and lease bans
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hared housing without

safety clearance faces
power cuts and cancelled con-
tracts, under rules now in force
across Bahrain.

Decision No. 1 of 2023, is-
sued by the Ministry of Mu-
nicipalities and Agriculture,
sets out terms for registering
group housing leases in all four
governorates.

It follows changes to the
Real Estate Rent Law passed
in 2020.

Under the framework, land-
lords must present a struc-
tural safety certificate from
a licensed engineering office
before alease can be accepted.

If a property falls short of
the conditions, municipal au-
thorities may call for electric-
ity and water to be cut, and the
lease struck off.

Scope

Minister, His Excellency
Wael Al Mubarak, said the
move gives local councils wid-
er scope to act against crowded
labour lodgings and crumbling
bachelor flats.

In a written reply to MP Mo-
hammed Mousa, he pointed to
the risks posed by buildings
that were neither registered
nor fit for use.

He added that the rules cov-
er wiring, fire exits and the
soundness of the structure.

Cases may also be referred to
court, while unlicensed blocks
can have their power supply
cut altogether.

In one part of the Southern
Governorate alone, inspectors
recorded 84 violations across
2023 and 2024.

MP Mohammed Mousa

YOU

KNOW WHAT

The move gives local
councils wider scope
to act against crowded
labour lodgings and
crumbling bachelor
flats.

Common breaches included
unsafe storage of gas cylinders,
makeshift wiring, subletting,
and buildings teetering on col-
lapse.

Regular checks

The Southern Municipality
is carrying out regular checks
in coordination with the gov-
ernorate, the Electricity and
Water Authority (EwWA), the
Ministries of Health and Inte-
rior, and elected councillors.

The focus is on identifying
rented spaces housing workers
without a licence and bringing
them into line with the rules.

Bahrain Hosts Luxury Forum
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Tourism strategy
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Bahrain has reaffirmed its
status as a rising global lux-
ury tourism destination with the
successful hosting of the third
edition of ‘Connections Luxury
Bahrain’, held in partnership

ms explore Bahrain
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H.E. Fatima bint Jaffar Al-Sairafi with Jacobs Media Group officials and representatives of elite travel companies from other countries

with Jacobs Media Group and
attended by 30 elite travel com-
panies from the UK, Germany,
France, and China.

The three-day event conclud-
ed on Tuesday evening with a

ceremony at Jumeirah Gulf of

Bahrain Resort, attended by
Her Excellency Fatima bint

Jaffar Al-Sairafi, Minister of

Tourism.

The initiative is part of efforts
to attract high-end tourism and
boost Bahrain’s international
presence as a premium desti-
nation.

Infrastructure Highlighted

In her closing remarks, the
minister said Bahrain’s ad-

vanced infrastructure played a
key role in enhancing its posi-
tion on the global tourism map.
She added that the event
helped connect Bahraini hotels
and tourism operators with in-
ternational partners, furthering
the goals of the national tourism
strategy for 2022-2026.

Global Engagement

Guests took part in bilater-
al meetings at the Ritz-Carl-
ton and Jumeirah Bahrain Bay
hotels, while site visits were
arranged to the Four Seasons,
Ritz-Carlton, Sofitel, and the
Bahrain International Circuit.

A select group also stayed at
Hawar Bay Mantis, a flagship

eco-tourism resort.

Turani, Director of Marketing
and Promotion at the Bahrain
Tourism and Exhibitions Au-
thority (BTEA), said Bahrain is
committed to hosting high-pro-
file tourism events to showcase
the exceptional quality of its
hospitality sector.

Strategic Positioning

The event aimed to build
long-term partnerships be-
tween Bahrain’s luxury tourism
stakeholders and their global
counterparts, while promoting
the Kingdom’s world-class ho-
tels, unique destinations, and
investment in major tourism
infrastructure projects.

Nearly 99% of Juffair now connected to sewage network
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ewage coverage in Juffair’s
fourth constituency has hit
nearly 99 per cent, with a mul-
timillion-dinar project now
linking the final properties and
adding roads, bike paths, and
parking.
Works Minister, His Excel-
lency Ebrahim Al Hawaj, said
the ministry had reached 98.83

per cent coverage of developed
properties in Constituency Four
of the Capital Governorate, with
overall connection across the
governorate now standing at
92.95 per cent.

The remaining properties
are being connected through
an ongoing project in Block 324
in Juffair, which includes the
construction of a new sewage
network to serve buildings that

are still off-grid.
System

The works form part of a wid-
er infrastructure programme
and are aimed at bringing all
inhabited properties in the area
onto the system.

Responding to a parliamen-
tary question from MP Hassan
Bukhamas, Al Hawaj said the
ministry is continuing its rollout

according to a work plan based
on several criteria: the level of
development in each area, tech-
nical readiness for construction,
and coordination with service
providers.

He added that infrastructure
development across the capital
is progressing in tandem, with
several projects completed, oth-
ers ongoing, and some still in
planning stages.



