THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2025

news of bahral

Taste the future

New Halal checks in Bahrain aim to ensure sharia compliance and boost exports

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

ew halal rules in Bahrain
| \l will see ministry inspec-

tors test products and
audit companies to ensure sha-
ria compliance, as the kingdom
moves to position itself as an
export hub for certified goods.

The plan includes a full set of
legal and inspection measures,
with Bahrain aiming to enter a
growing global market for halal
food and services.

“The Kingdom is building a
thorough national system for
halal production, shaped by
international knowledge and
sound practice,” said Minister if
Municipalities Affairs and Ag-
riculture, His Excellency Wael
Al Mubarak, in a written reply
to MP Ahmed Sabah Al Salloom.
“This will open the door for Bah-
raini-made goods to reach wider
markets.”

Under Decision No. 6102024,
halal goods must meet Islamic
rules from start to finish, across
all stages of preparation and sale.

They must also match Bah-
raini product standards, which

draw on rules agreed across GCC

states.

“These legal rules fit with the
religious guidance issued by
Bahrain’s authorised bodies,” Al
Mubarak said.

System

The Ministry has put in place
a system to check that compa-
nies follow the rules.

This includes site visits, sam-
ple testing, and checks on how
products are made and moved.
Inspectors from the Ministry
will visit firms to see that each
stage meets halal terms.

Producers must have a halal
certificate, issued by the Minis-
try or by a recognised body.

They are also expected to car-
ry out regular checks inside their
own firms.

“These certificates are proof
that the company has followed
the rules we’ve set,” the minis-
ter said.

Requests

The Ministry also handles re-
quests for halal checks and over-

- H.E. WAEL AL MUBARAK, MINISTER IF
MUNICIPALITIES AFFAIRS AND AGRI-
CULTURE

sees the groups that do the work. certificates must be approved the task.
Bodies that wish to issue halal and must show they are up to

Article 6 of the same law spells

out the duties of these groups,
including making sure that those
they endorse can do the work
and work with the Ministry as
needed.

Rules

Halal audit teams are tasked
with checking that food and ser-
vices meet the rules.

Their job is to inspect, test,
and follow up on firms to make
sure they do what the law asks.

The law also allows for meas-
ures to be taken against compa-
nies that fail to meet the terms.

These include penalties laid
out in Article 13 of Decision No.
76 of 2024.

New online platform

Work is in progress to set up
a new online platform, the Bah-
rain Halal Platform, where peo-
ple and companies can check
whether a product is truly cer-
tified.

“We’re building a central sys-
tem where buyers can look up
halal certificates and check if
they were issued by a trusted
source,” Al Mubarak said.

Certified goods will carry an
official mark along with a date
or number for checking.

Proof

People can also ask sellers for
proof or details of the certifica-
tion process. Companies are ex-
pected to share this when asked.

Bahrain is in talks with global
halal groups and takes part in
events where new standards are
shaped.

The aim is to ensure Bahraini
rules match those used abroad,
and that goods made here are
accepted in places like Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Malaysia, In-
donesia, Turkey, Europe and
Australia.

Training

Inspectors and auditors are
being trained in new methods
and requirements.

The Ministry is also looking at
deals with accreditation centres
in Saudi Arabia, Malaysia and
Indonesia to share expertise and
support future cooperation.

“We are working closely with
Parliament to move this for-
ward,” Al Mubarak added.

Press Lauded for
Nation-Building

Al-Arifi praises press on national day

Press seen as
key partner

® PM’s award
encourages excellence

NCC affirms
ongoing cooperation
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he national press plays a

vital role in documenting
Bahrain’s progress and sup-
porting its development goals,
said the CEO of the National
Communication Centre (NCC),
Ahmed Khalid Al-Arifi, as the
Kingdom marked Bahraini
Press Day.

Al-Arifi described the press
as a “key partner” in the com-
prehensive development pro-
cess, guided by the royal vision
of His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa and bol-
stered by the support of His
Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
the Crown Prince and Prime
Minister.

Royal Backing

He extended his congrat-
ulations to Bahrain’s media
professionals, noting their
contribution to shaping pub-
lic opinion and chronicling
national achievements with
professionalism and a strong
sense of identity.

Al-Arifi praised the message
delivered by His Majesty the

Ahmed Khalid Al-Arifi

Bahrain was the first
country in the Gulf to
launch a daily Arabic
newspaper, Akhbar
Al Khaleej, in 1976,
setting the stage for
a vibrant national
press landscape.

King on the occasion of World
Press Freedom Day, calling
it a reflection of the Bahraini
press’s responsible voice and
growing role in a rapidly evolv-
ing media environment.

Sustained Support

He added that the govern-
ment’s support for the sector
is evident in initiatives like the
Prime Minister’s Press Award,
which celebrates excellence
and motivates journalistic in-
novation.

These efforts, he said, have
helped solidify the Bahraini
press’s presence and credibil-

ity.

ISB Launches Major Badminton Tournament

ISB Hon. Chairman Adv. Binu Mannil Varughese with BBSF and top school officials, sports dignitaries, and players

ISB marks 75th year

® 65 matches on
opening day

Players from
GCC nations
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he Indian School Bahrain

(1sB) launched one of the
Kingdom’s largest badminton
tournaments on Tuesday, draw-
ing over 350 players from across
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, and Ku-
wait as part of its Platinum Ju-

bilee celebrations.

A total of 65 matches were
held on the opening day of the
five-day 1SB @ 75 Junior & Sen-
ior Open Badminton Tourna-
ment, hosted at the school’s Isa
Town campus in its newly ren-
ovated Jashanmal Auditorium.

The facility now features four
international-standard courts
with impact-resistant PVC floor-
ing and professional lighting.

Wider Participation

More than 400 matches are
scheduled through to the finals
on Saturday, with events span-
ning 39 categories, including
Boys’ and Girls’ Singles and
Doubles from U9 to U19, Men’s

and Women’s Doubles across
various skill levels, and Mixed
Doubles.

All matches are knock-
out-style and conducted in line
with Badminton World Federa-
tion (BWF) rules under the su-
pervision of certified umpires.

Cash prizes and trophies will
be awarded to winners in each
category, while every partici-
pant will receive a digital cer-
tificate.

Strong Backing

The tournament, supported
by the Bahrain Badminton and
Squash Federation (BBSF), was
officially opened by 1SB Hon.
Chairman Adv. Binu Mannil

Varughese in the presence of
top school officials and sports
dignitaries, including National
Trading House MD Dileep C
Thaker, Bahrain national coach
Ahmed Al Jallad, and Tourna-
ment Director Binu Pappachan.

The event is sponsored by Na-
tional Trading House WLL and
continues ISB’s long tradition of
promoting sports as a corner-
stone of student development
and community engagement.

ISB Principal VR Palaniswamy
and Jubilee General Convener
Prince S. Natarajan invited the
public to attend the matches
throughout the week and join
in commemorating the school’s
75th year through sport.
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Hawar Islands meeting

His Highness Shaikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Personal Representative of His Majesty the King, President of the Supreme Council for Environment, and
Chairman of the Higher Authority for Hawar Islands Development, chaired the first meeting of the commission at Al Riffa Palace. The meeting follows the issuance
of Royal Decree (115) of 2024 establishing the Higher Authority for Hawar Islands Development. Members of the authority were present. HH Shaikh Abdullah

bin Hamad stressed the importance of continuing to attract strategic tourism projects that offer added value, particularly those that highlight the Kingdom of

Bahrain’s natural landscapes, diverse environment, and rich cultural heritage.



