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HM King thanked 
by Saudi Monarch

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa has re-

ceived a cable of thanks from 

the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Saud, in reply to his 
condolences over the passing 
of HH Prince Badr bin Fahd bin 
Saud Al Kabeer Al Saud.

New era of bilateral ties
Bahrain and India agree to expand economic cooperation: Foreign Affairs Minister Al Zayani

• The two sides 
stressed the importance 
of the business and 
industry sector in 
pushing forward 
economic and 
commercial cooperation 
between them

New Delhi

Bahrain and India are em-
barking on a “new era” in 
their bilateral relations 

after agreeing to expand eco-
nomic cooperation in various 
fields and at all levels, including 
the government level, as well as 

people-to-people exchange.
This came as Foreign Affairs 

Minister Dr Abdullatif bin Rashid 
Al Zayani yesterday headed the 
Kingdom’s delegation in the 
third meeting of Bahrain-India 

High Joint Commission (HJC) 
held in New Delhi. Dr Al Zayani 
and Indian Minister of External 
Affairs Dr Subrahamniyam Jais-
hankar co-chaired the meeting.

Dr Al Zayani led the third 

ministerial meeting, accom-
panied by senior officials from 
both sides.

The meeting was also attend-
ed by Bahrain Ambassador to 
India Abdulrahman bin Moham-
med Al Gaoud, the Director of 
the Afro-Asian Affairs Direc-
torate at the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, Ambassador Muna 
Abbas Radhi, and a number of 
Ministry officials.

Both sides, in particular, 
agreed to expand cooperation 
in oil and gas, infrastructure, 
investments, food processing, 
health, renewable energy, IT, 
data centres, cloud computing, 
space, tourism, education, cul-
ture, youth and sports.

The wide-ranging talks also fo-
cused on reviewing their current 

levels of bilateral and political re-
lations, high-level visits, bilateral 
institutional mechanisms, com-
mercial and economic relations, 
as well as trends in bilateral trade 
and investment, and following up 
on agreements and memoranda 
of understanding.

The two sides discussed joint 
strategy and cooperation in the 
post-COVID-19 phase, vaccines 
and pharmaceuticals, coopera-
tion in the fields of security and 
defense, consular/labour is-
sues, and the integration of em-
ployment portals, in addition 
to culture, tourism, education, 
youth and sports. They also 
exchanged views on regional, 
international and multilateral 
issues and issues of common 
concern.

India Vice President Venkaiah Naidu receives Minister Al Zayani. (Story on Page 3)

Prince Hamzah 
is ‘in my care’: 
King Abdullah
Amman

Jordan’s King Abdullah 
II said yesterday that 

his half-brother Prince 
Hamzah was “with his fam-
ily, at his palace, in my care.”

The prince signed a doc-
ument on Monday pledging 
his support for King Abdul-
lah after he was accused at 
the weekend of working 
with foreign parties and 
other Jordanians in a plot 
to destabilise the country.

“Hamzah today is with his 
family, at his palace, in my 
care,” King Abdullah said in 
an address read out in his 
name on state television.

“Prince Hamzah pledged 
before the family to follow 
in the steps of the ances-
tors, remain loyal to their 
mission, and to put Jordan’s 
interest, Constitution, and 
laws above all considera-
tions.”

HM the King King Salman


