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Inventor Leo Baekeland pat-
ents the first thermo-setting 
plastic, Bakelite, sparking the 
birth of the plastics industry

Imperial Japanese Navy with 353 planes 
attack the US fleet at Pearl Harbor Naval 

Base, Hawaii, killing 2,403 people

PLO delegation lead by Yasser Arafat pro-
claims the State of Palestine, recognizing 
the existence of the State of Israel for the 
first time

6.9 earthquake in Spitak, 
Armenia kills 25,000-

50,000 people and leaves 
up to 500,000 homeless
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This is obscene. Last 
week, 8 investors in 

Pfizer and Moderna be-
came $10 billion richer 
as news about the Omi-
cron variant spread. It’s 
time for these phar-
maceutical companies 
to share their vaccines 
with the world and start 
controlling their greed. 
Enough is enough!

@SenSanders

9 in 10 women in Af-
ghanistan experi-

ence at least one form 
of intimate partner vi-
olence in their lifetime. 
@UN_Women  is  on 
the ground, delivering 
support and services to 
prevent or respond to 
violence against women.

@antonioguterres

Today the UK has or-
dered 114 million 

more Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines for the next two 
years, future proofing our 
lifesaving vaccine pro-
gramme. These vaccines 
can also be edited against 
any future variants. When 
you’re called up – make 
sure you get your jab.

@BorisJohnson

Welcome to India 
my friend Presi-

dent Putin. Our meeting 
today  will strengthen 
our Special and Privi-
leged Strategic Partner-
ship.  The initiatives that 
we take today will fur-
ther increase the scope 
of our  cooperation to 
new areas. @Kremlin-
Russia

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

02

266,308,226

5,274,100

239,913,977

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+170,205

+3,200

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 363,162 20,727 301,308 41,127

Saudi 
Arabia

549,955 +43 8,845 +1 539,082 2,028

UAE 742,376 +48 2,149 +1 737,400 2,827

Kuwait 413,491 2,465 410,723 303

Oman 304,612 +9 4,113 300,047 452

Qatar 244,223 611 241,459 2,153

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 49,969,856 808,763

2 India 34,641,561 473,537

3 Brazil 22,143,091 615,674

4 UK 10,464,389 145,605

5 Russia 9,833,749 282,462

6 Turkey 8,901,117 77,830

7 France 7,917,264 119,535

8 Germany 6,187,499 103,643

9 Iran 6,137,821 130,277

10 Argentina 5,340,676 116,646

11 Spain 5,202,958 88,159

12 Italy 5,109,082 134,195

13 Colombia 5,081,064 128,780

14 Indonesia 4,257,815 143,876

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u An Indonesian volcano 
was active again yesterday, 
spewing out hot clouds of 
ash, two days after a powerful 
eruption killed at least 22 people and 
left dozens missing. Mt. Semeru, the 
tallest mountain on the island of Java, 
erupted dramatically on Saturday, 
shooting a towering column of ash into 
the sky that blanketed surrounding villages. 
Aerial footage showed roofs jutting out of 
an ashen landscape, while on the ground, 
military officers, police and residents dug 
through mud with their hands to pull out 
victims. The death toll had risen to 22 by 
Monday, while 27 were missing, Indonesia’s disaster mitigation agency said.

u Twenty people, including two French nationals, were charged 
on Monday with plotting to kill Madagascar’s president and other offences as their 
trial began in the Indian Ocean island nation. Madagascar has a history of political 

violence. Former coup 
leader Andry Rajoelina, 
44, was sworn in as 
president in 2019 after a 
hard-fought election 
and a constitutional court 
challenge from his rival. 
The suspects, all of whom 

were present in court, were formally charged with counts including criminal 
conspiracy, criminal association, rebellion against the president and possession of 
illegal weapons.

u Namibia has 
detected the Omicron 
coronavirus variant in 18 of 
19 samples sequenced between 
Nov. 11-26, its health ministry 
said yesterday.  Although the 
southern African country has 
sequenced relatively few samples, the finding suggests the variant first flagged by 
neighbouring South Africa and Botswana late last month, and since labelled “of 
concern” by the World Health Organization, is also highly prevalent in Namibia. 
Namibia’s Omicron cases were detected predominantly in and around the capital 
Windhoek, a region that recorded 536 out of 695 new infections countrywide in 
the first five days of December.

u Cases of the Omicron 
coronavirus variant have risen to 21 
in India over the weekend and people 
must step up for vaccination, officials 
said yesterday. The western state of 
Rajasthan reported the most number 
of Omicron cases with nine, followed by eight in Maharashtra, 
two in Karnataka and one each in Gujarat and the capital New Delhi. “The people 
of Delhi must get fully vaccinated, wear a mask and maintain social distancing,” 
its health minister Satyendar Jain said on Twitter. He said the city’s first Omicron 
patient was being treated at a state-run hospital. Some 94% of its adults had 
received at lease one dose, he added. The country has fully vaccinated 51% of its 
944 million adults and given at least one dose to 85%.

Twenty 
charged with 
plotting to kill 
Madagascar 
president as 

trial begins

Namibia 
detects Omicron 
coronavirus 
variant in 18 of 

19 samples

Omicron 
spreads in 
India, full 
vaccination 

in focus

At least 
seven killed in 
blast at Pakistan 

religious school 5.26m
The novel coronavirus has 
killed 5.26 million people 

across the world

Suu Kyi, the daughter of the hero of 
Myanmar’s independence, spent years 
under house arrest for her opposition 
to military rule but was freed in 2010 
and led her NLD to a landslide victory 

in a 2015 election.
KNOW WHAT

Next pandemic could be more lethal 
than COVID, vaccine creator says
Reuters | London

Future pandemics could be 
even more lethal than COV-
ID-19 so the lessons learned 

from the outbreak must not be 
squandered and the world should 
ensure it is prepared for the next 
viral onslaught, one of the crea-
tors of the Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccine said.

The novel coronavirus has 
killed 5.26 million people across 
the world, according to Johns 
Hopkins University, wiped out 
trillions of dollars in econom-
ic output and turned life upside 
down for billions of people.

“The truth is, the next one 
could be worse. It could be more 
contagious, or more lethal, or 
both,” Sarah Gilbert said in the 
Richard Dimbleby Lecture, the 
BBC reported. “This will not be 
the last time a virus threatens our 

lives and our livelihoods.”
Gilbert, a professor of vaccinol-

ogy at the University of Oxford, 
said the world should make sure 

it is better prepared for the next 
virus.

“The advances we have made, 
and the knowledge we have 

gained, must not be lost,” she said.
Efforts to end the COVID-19 

pandemic have been uneven and 
fragmented, marked by limited 
access to vaccines in low-income 
countries while the “healthy and 
wealthy” in rich countries get 
boosters, health experts say.

A panel of health experts set 
up by the World Health Organi-
sation to review the handling of 
the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic has 
called for permanent funding and 
for greater ability to investigate 
pandemics through a new treaty. 

One proposal was for new fi-
nancing of at least $10 billion a 
year for pandemic preparedness.

The COVID-19 outbreak was 
first detected in China in late 
2019. Vaccines were developed 
against the virus in record time.

Gilbert said the Omicron var-
iant’s spike protein contained 
mutations known to increase the 

transmissibility of the virus.
“There are additional chang-

es that may mean antibodies in-
duced by the vaccines, or by in-
fection with other variants, may 
be less effective at preventing 
infection with Omicron,” Gilbert 
 said.

“Until we know more, we 
should be cautious, and take steps 
to slow down the spread of this 
new variant.”

A woman receives an Oxford-AstraZeneca coronavirus disease (COVID-19) vaccine 
at a COVID-19 vaccination centre at Cwmbran Stadium in Cwmbran, South Wales, 
Britain

China threatens countermeasures 
if US boycotts Beijing Olympics
Reuters | Washington/Beijing

US politicians should stop 
calling for a diplomatic 

boycott of the Beijing Winter 
Olympics to avoid hurting bi-
lateral ties and China will take 
“countermeasures” if necessary, 
China’s foreign ministry said on 
Monday.

The Biden administration is 
expected to announce this week 
that US government officials 
will not attend the 2022 Olym-
pics in Beijing, CNN reported 
on Sunday.

Those calling for a boycott 
are “grandstanding” and should 

stop “so as not to affect the dia-
logue and cooperation between 
China and the United States 
in important areas,” said Zhao 

Lijian, China’s foreign ministry 
spokesman.

“If the US insists in wilfully 
clinging to its course, China 
will take resolute countermeas-
ures,” he said at a news con-
ference.

US President Joe Biden said 
last month that he was consid-
ering such a diplomatic boy-
cott to protest China’s human 
rights record, including what 
Washington says is genocide 
against minority Muslims. The 
administration has been un-
der pressure from activists and 
members of Congress to skip 
the games.

A Chinese flag flutters near the 
Olympic rings on the Olympic Tower in 
Beijing, China

Myanmar’s Aung San Suu Kyi

Myanmar’s Suu Kyi jailed for four 
years, drawing global outrage
Reuters

A court in military-ruled My-
anmar jailed deposed lead-

er Aung San Suu Kyi for four 
years yesterday on charges of 
incitement and breaching coro-
navirus restrictions, drawing 
international condemnation of 
what some critics described as 
a “sham trial”.

President Win Myint was 
also sentenced to four years 
in prison, said a source follow-
ing proceedings who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, as the 
court delivered its first verdicts 
in numerous cases against Suu 
Kyi and other civilian leaders 
ousted by the military in a coup 
on Feb. 1.

Myanmar has been in turmoil 
since the coup against Suu Kyi’s 
democratically elected govern-
ment led to widespread pro-
tests and raised international 
concern about the end of tenta-
tive political reforms following 
decades of military rule.

Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Suu Kyi, 76, has been detained 
since the coup, along with most 
senior leaders of her National 
League for Democracy (NLD) 
party. Others are abroad or in 
hiding.

“The conviction of the State 
Counsellor following a sham 
trial in secretive proceedings 
before a military-controlled 

court is nothing but politically 
motivated,” UN human rights 
chief Michelle Bachelet said in 
comments echoed by the Euro-
pean Union and others. 

The military has not given de-
tails of where Suu Kyi has been 
detained and it was not imme-
diately clear if the sentencing 
would mean any immediate 
change in her circumstances.

China, which has long had 

good relations with the military 
as well as Suu Kyi’s government, 
urged all parties to “bridge their 
differences”, while Japan, a ma-
jor investor in Myanmar, said 
the verdict was an “unfavoura-
ble development”.

The United States, EU and 
others issued a flurry of sanc-
tions against senior military 
leaders and military-linked 
firms following the coup.

US embassy in Tokyo warns of ‘suspected racial 
profiling’ by Japanese police
Reuters | Tokyo

The United States Embas-
sy in Tokyo yesterday 

warned in a tweet of incidents 
of suspected racial profiling 
of non-Japanese by Japanese 
police.

Japan is a mostly ethnically 
homogeneous country where 
some people equate more im-
migrants with a rise in crime, 
although foreign labour is in-
creasingly needed to make up 
for a declining and ageing pop-
ulation.

“The US Embassy has re-
ceived reports of foreigners 
stopped and searched by Jap-
anese police in suspected ra-
cial profiling incidents. Several 
were detained, questioned, and 
searched,” the tweet said.

“US citizens should carry 
proof of immigration and re-
quest consular notification if 
detained.”

The tweet is an unusual move 
from the United States, a key 

Japanese ally. A US Embassy 
spokesperson said the embas-
sy had nothing further to add 
to the tweet, and the National 
Police Agency could not imme-
diately comment.

Police officers stand guard near the US embassy in Tokyo

UAE security official visits Iran 
to discuss ties, regional issues
• UAE, Iran say 
they’re keen to resolve 
longtime disputes

• Improving ties 
with neighbours a 
priority -Iran’s Raisi

• Saudi Arabia 
began direct talks 
with Iran in April

• UAE began engaging 
with Iran after attacks 
on Gulf tankers

Reuters | Dubai

The United Arab Emirates’ 
senior national security ad-
viser met his Iranian coun-

terpart and hardline President 
Ebrahim Raisi in a rare visit to 
Iran yesterday. 

Sheikh Tahnoon bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan’s visit took place days 
after Tehran and world powers 
broke off talks in Vienna as West-
ern officials voiced dismay about 
Iran’s sweeping demands for 
salvaging the 2015 nuclear pact, 

which the United States aban-
doned three years ago, reimposing 
harsh sanctions on Tehran.

“Improving ties with the re-
gional countries is my govern-
ment’s priority, therefore we 
welcome improving ties with the 
UAE,” Raisi told Sheikh Tahnoon, 
according to Iranian state tele-
vision.

“The security of the regional 
countries is intertwined, and Iran 
supports the security of the Per-
sian Gulf states.”

With business ties to Iran 
stretching back over a century, 
the emirate of Dubai, 150 km (100 

miles) across the Gulf, has long 
been one of Iran’s main links to 
the outside world.

Sheikh Tahnoon, a brother of 
Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Zayed, expressed 
hope that the visit would be a 
“turning point” in Iranian-UAE 
relations, Iran’s state news agency 
IRNA reported. IRNA said Raisi 
received an official invitation to 
visit the UAE.

Sheikh Tahnoon had earlier 
discussed expanding bilateral re-
lations and tackled regional issues 
with Iran’s top security official Ali 
Shamkhani.

‘CONTINUOUS DIALOGUE’
“Stability and security can only 

be established through contin-
uous dialogue and cooperation 
between the regional countries,” 
Shamkhani said, according to 
state TV.

“Improving economic, trade 
and investment ties are the main 
priorities of Iran’s foreign policy.”

Shamkhani added that joint ef-
forts were needed to “end some 
of the military and security crises 
in the region...Dialogue should 
replace military approaches to 
resolve disputes”.

Saudi Arabia began direct talks 
with Iran in April, with Riyadh 
describing the talks as “cordial” 
but largely exploratory.

“Developing warm and broth-
erly relations between Abu Dhabi 
and Tehran is one of the UAE’s 
priorities,” Sheikh Tahnoon said 
during his meeting with Sham-
khani, according to Iranian  
media.

Anwar Gargash, diplomatic ad-
viser to the UAE president, said 
in a tweet yesterday that Sheikh 
Tahnoon’s visit to Tehran “comes 
as a continuation of the UAE’s 
efforts to strengthen bridges of 
communication and cooperation 
in the region which would serve 
the national interest”.

Saudi Arabia began direct talks with Iran in April,

Germany says 
Iran proposals 
on its nuclear 
programme 
unacceptable
Reuters | Berlin

Proposals made by Iran 
on its  nuclear pro -

gramme are not acceptable, 
a German Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman said yester-
day, adding that Berlin is 
still willing to follow a dip-
lomatic path on the issue 
but time is running out. 

“We reviewed the pro-
posals . . .  carefully and 
thoroughly, and concluded 
that Iran violated almost 
all compromises found pre-
viously in months of hard 
negotiations,” she said.

The spokeswoman add-
ed that the proposals were 
“not a basis for a successful 
end to talks.” “We expect 
that the Iranian delegation, 
after consultations in Teh-
ran, will return to Vienna 
with realistic proposals,” 
the spokeswoman. said. 

Ukraine marks army day with US hardware and vow to fight off Russia
Reuters | Kyiv  

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
said Ukraine’s armed forces 

were capable of fighting off any 
attack from Russia as the country 
marked its national army day on 
Monday with a display of US ar-
moured vehicles and patrol boats.

US President Joe Biden has 
pledged his “unwavering sup-
port” to Ukraine in its standoff 
with Moscow and will hold talks 

with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Tuesday to try to defuse 
the crisis.  Ukraine has accused 
Russia of massing tens of thou-
sands of troops near its border in 
preparation for a possible large 
scale military offensive, raising 
the prospect of open war between 
the two neighbours.

“The servicemen of the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine continue to 
fulfil their most important mis-
sion - to defend the freedom and 

sovereignty of the state from the 
Russian aggressor,” Zelenskiy said 
in a statement.

“The Ukrainian army ... is con-
fident in its strength and able to 
thwart any conquest plans of the 
enemy,” he said.

Russia has dismissed talk 
of a new assault on Ukraine 
as false and inflammatory but 
told the West not to cross its 
“red lines” and to halt the east-
ward expansion of the NATO  

alliance.
Zelenskiy will travel east to 

Kharkiv, a traditional centre for 
Ukrainian weapons manufactur-
ing, to mark a delivery of tanks, 
armoured personal carriers and 
armoured vehicles made in the 
city’s factories.He will also vis-
it the Donetsk region, where 
Ukraine’s army has fought Rus-
sian-backed forces in a simmering 
conflict that Kyiv says has killed 
14,000 people since 2014.

Ukrainian servicemen attend a rehearsal of an official ceremony to hand over tanks, 
armoured personnel carriers and military vehicles to the Ukrainian Armed Forces

Putin and Modi discuss trade, 
humanitarian situation in Afghanistan

Reuters | New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi met Russian 

President Vladimir Putin in 
New Delhi yesterday, with 
trade and the deteriorating 
situation in Afghanistan both 
on the agenda.

Afghanistan’s takeover by 
the Taliban earlier this year 
has led to a humanitarian cri-
sis in the country, which New 
Delhi and Moscow have both 
previously said risks destabi-
lising the region.

“The fight against terrorism 
is also a fight against drug traf-
ficking and organised crime,” 
Putin said in introductory 

remarks broadcast by Indi-
an media. “In that regard, we 
are concerned about devel-
opments of the situation in 
Afghanistan.”

Earlier yesterday, Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov said a deal to supply India 
with S-400 air defence missile 
systems was being implement-
ed despite what he said were 
US efforts to undermine the 
accord. 

India and Russia are expect-
ed to cement several trade and 
defence pacts at the summit.

“The relation between India 
and Russia is truly a unique 
and reliable model,” Modi said.

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin shakes hands with India’s Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi ahead of their meeting at Hyderabad House in New Delhi, 
India


