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HISTORY
A cyclone causes 40-foot waves 
that are believed to have killed 
300,000 in Calcutta, India

George III of Great Britain issues the 
Proclamation of 1763, closing lands 
in North America north and west of 
the Alleghenies to white settlement

US invasion of Afghani-
stan begins with an air 
assault and covert ground 
operations

Hamas launches a major air and ground attack on Israel 
from Gaza, killing over a thousand people and taking 

hundreds of hostages, prompting Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to declare, “We are at war”
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Spoke to Chief Justice 
of India, Justice BR 

Gavai Ji. The attack on 
him earlier today in the 
Supreme Court premises 
has angered every Indi-
an. There is no place for 
such reprehensible acts 
in our society. It is utterly 
condemnable. 

@narendramodi

We’re not dealing 
with a political 

movement, we’re dealing 
with killers, savages, and 
terrorists. But what gives 
us hope is the coalition @
POTUS built that is push-
ing in the same direction 
with us to get the hostag-
es released and the con-
flict resolved.

@SecRubio

Every time you smoke 
or vape, you’re spend-

ing money on a product 
that harms your health, 
leading to issues like can-
cer and heart disease. But 
you have a choice: you can 
stop funding that harm 
and instead, invest in a 
healthier future. Your 
body will thank you.

@DrTedros

Cities are more than 
bricks & mortar. 

They are the promise of 
home.Yet, in our rapidly 
urbanising world, cities 
often shoulder the im-
pacts of today’s crises. 
On this #WorldHabitat-
Day, let’s build stronger 
cities that ensure safety 
& belonging for all.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u The United Nations’ cash-
strapped refugee agency has shed 
nearly 5,000 jobs this year following 
swingeing cuts in international aid, 
its chief said yesterday.  The UNHCR is 
facing a towering crisis: amid surging 
global displacement, humanitarian 
funding has been fast evaporating 
since US President Donald Trump 
returned to office in January. “Almost 
5,000 UNHCR colleagues have already 
lost their jobs this year,” Filippo Grandi 
said. “This is more than a quarter of our 
entire workforce,” he said, warning that 
“that number is expected to grow”. An 
agency spokesman told AFP that both full-time staff and people on temporary or 
consultancy contracts had lost their jobs.

The death toll from an Indonesian school collapse rose to 63 on Monday, 
officials said, as workers pulled more remains from the rubble of the building 
that collapsed last week. Part of the multi-storey Islamic boarding school  on 
Indonesia’s Java island collapsed as more than 150 students gathered for 

afternoon prayers. Around half a dozen youngsters are 
still unaccounted for. “We hope we can conclude the 
recovery today (Monday), and we will return the bodies 
(to the families),” National Search and Rescue Agency 
(Basarnas) operations director Yudhi Bramantyo  
told a press conference yesterday. The collapse was 

Indonesia’s deadliest disaster so far this year, Budi Irawan, the deputy head of the 
national disaster agency (BNPB), said.

Iran does not plan to immediately resume nuclear talks with European nations 
after they reimposed sanctions, the foreign ministry said yesterday.  Britain, 
France and Germany, signatories to Iran’s 2015 nuclear deal, reimposed sanctions 
on September 28, triggering in turn the return of UN 
sanctions under the so-called snapback mechanism. 
“We have no plans for negotiations at this stage,” 
ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei said, adding 
that Iran was examining the “consequences and 
implications” of the restart of sanctions initiated 
by the countries known as the E3. “Of course, 
diplomacy -- in the sense of maintaining contacts 
and consultations -- will continue,” Baqaei said. 
“Whenever we feel that diplomacy can be effective, we 
will certainly make decisions based on the country’s 
interests and priorities,” he added.
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from Indonesia 
school collapse 
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Iran says 
will not resume 
nuclear talks with 
Europeans ‘at this 

stage’

Cash-strapped 
UNHCR says shed 
5,000 jobs this year

The body’s powerful immune system must 
be regulated, or it may attack our own 
organs. Mary E. Brunkow, Fred Ramsdell and 
Shimon Sakaguchi are awarded the Nobel 
Prize in Physiology or Medicine 2025 for 
their groundbreaking discoveries concerning 
peripheral immune tolerance that prevents the 
immune system from harming the body.
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Speed Up – To Rise and 
Race Together

We live in a 
world where 

speed has become 
an essential 

ingredient for 
success. Today, 
it is not merely 

land, technology, 
or knowledge 

that defines 
achievement, but 

the speed with 
which one applies 

these resources. 
Formula 1 

perfectly reflects 
this philosophy 
— it teaches us 
that precision, 
discipline, and 

timing drive true 
progress.

Yesterday, during a power lunch with the newly appoint-
ed German Ambassador, H.E. Henning Simon, and a 
few friends from the media fraternity, the conversation 

turned to Bahrain’s Formula 1 track. The Ambassador was eager 
to know more about it and mentioned that he had never visited 
a place quite like it before.

That came as no surprise. Whenever I travel abroad and meet 
someone new, the moment I mention Bahrain, the first thing 
they talk about is Formula 
1. It’s then that you realise 
how this single racetrack 
— with its roaring engines 
and global spectacle — has 
branded Bahrain in the 
hearts of millions around 
the world.

S i n c e  h o s t i n g  t h e 
iconic Formula 1 Grand 
Prix, Bahrain has tru-
ly emerged as a global 
hub for sports — a des-
tination where passion 
meets purpose. Follow-
ing F1’s success, Bahrain 
also established its own 
international brand, the 
BRAVE Combat Federa-
tion, which continues to 
attract sports enthusiasts 
from across the globe.

We live in a world 
where speed has become 
an essential ingredient 
for success. Today, it is 
not merely land, technol-
ogy, or knowledge that 
defines achievement, but 
the speed with which one 
applies these resources. 
Formula 1 perfectly re-
flects this philosophy — it 
teaches us that precision, 
discipline, and timing 
drive true progress.

Sport, at its core, is 
more than competition. 
It is a universal language 
that unites people, con-
nects nations, and bridges 
cultural divides. It pro-
motes health, peace, and 
friendship, offering moments of inspiration that 
last a lifetime. Sadly, recent incidents in cricket have 
shown how arrogance and unsporting behaviour 
can sometimes overshadow this beauty. True greatness, how-
ever, lies not only in victory but in humility — in how athletes 
inspire others through their character as much as through their 
performance.

Bahrain’s decision to invest in Formula 1 was a bold and vi-
sionary step that transformed the Kingdom’s global image. The 
Bahrain International Circuit became more than a racetrack — it 
became a symbol of ambition, courage, and excellence. Millions 
have since discovered this beautiful island through F1, experi-
encing Bahrain’s renowned warmth, culture, and hospitality.

Equally wise was Mumtalakat’s investment in McLaren, 
which strengthened Bahrain’s reputation in global motorsports. 
It brought not only financial success but also inspired young 
Bahrainis to pursue careers in racing technology, engineering, 
and management — fields once thought beyond imagination.

Sport also gives us unforgettable moments of emotion and 
humanity. At the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, British sprinter 
Derek Redmond tore his hamstring during the race. In pain but 
refusing to quit, he struggled toward the finish line — helped by 
his father, who ran from the stands to support him. Together 
they crossed the line, earning the respect and tears of more than 
65,000 spectators who stood and applauded.

While celebrating McLaren’s victory in the Formula 1 World 
Constructors’ Championship for the second consecutive year at 
the Singapore Grand Prix, we are reminded of the true essence 
of sport — it is not just about winning, but about inspiring. Bah-
rain, through its vision, leadership, and hospitality, continues 
to show the world how sports can unite people, lift spirits, and 
define a nation’s pride.

Bahrain has set a clear path forward — and what we need 
to do now is simple: rise together and race together toward a 
better tomorrow, at roaring speed.
 (The author is the Chairman & Managing Director of The Daily Tribune)

Medicine Nobel to trio who 
identified immune system's 

'security guards'
• Prize amount: 11 
million Swedish kronor, 
to be shared equally 
between the laureates.

• The laureates’ 
discoveries launched 
the field of peripheral 
tolerance, spurring 
the development of 
medical treatments 
for cancer and 
autoimmune diseases.

• This may also lead 
to more successful 
transplantations. Several 
of these treatments 
are now undergoing 
clinical trials.

AFP | Stockholm, Sweden

A US-Japanese trio yester-
day won the Nobel Prize 
in Medicine for research 

into how the immune system 
is kept in check by identifying 
its "security guards", the Nobel 
jury said.

The discoveries by Mary 
Brunkow and Fred Ramsdell 
of the United States and Japan's 
Shimon Sakaguchi have been 
decisive for understanding how 
the immune system functions 
and why we do not all develop 
serious autoimmune diseases.

Sakaguchi, a professor at 
Osaka University,  told a press 
conference in Japan he hoped 
the award would "serve as an 
opportunity for this field to de-
velop further... in a direction 
where it can be applied in actu-
al bedside and clinical settings".

The Nobel committee was 
unable to reach the two US-
based laureates to break the 
news to them in person.

"If you hear this, call me," the 
secretary general of the Nobel 
committee, Thomas Perlmann, 
joked at the press conference 
announcing the winners.

The three won the prize 
for research that identified 
the immune system's "securi-
ty guards", called regulatory 
T-cells.

Their work concerns "pe-
ripheral immune tolerance" 
that prevents the immune sys-
tem from harming the body, 
and has led to a new field of 
research and the development 
of potential medical treatments 
now being evaluated in clinical 
trials.

"The hope is to be able to treat 
or cure autoimmune diseases, 
provide more effective cancer 
treatments and prevent serious 
complications after stem cell 
transplants," the jury said.

Protecting the body
Sakaguchi made the first key 

discovery in 1995.
At the time, many researchers 

were convinced that immune 
tolerance only developed due 

to potentially harmful immune 
cells being eliminated in the 
thymus, through a process 
called "central tolerance".

Sakaguchi, 74, showed that 
the immune system is more 
complex and discovered a pre-
viously unknown class of im-
mune cells, which protect the 
body from autoimmune dis-
eases.

Brunkow, born in 1961 and 
a senior project manager at 
the Institute for Systems Biol-
ogy in Seattle, and Ramsdell, 
a 64-year-old senior advisor 
at Sonoma Biotherapeutics in 
San Francisco, made the other 
key discovery in 2001, when 

they were able to explain why 
certain mice were particular-
ly vulnerable to autoimmune 
diseases.

"They had discovered that 
mice have a mutation in a gene 
that they named Foxp3," the 
jury said.

"They also showed that mu-
tations in the human equivalent 
of this gene cause a serious au-
toimmune disease, IPEX."

Two years later, Sakaguchi 
was able to link these discov-
eries. The trio will receive their 
prize -- a diploma, a gold medal 
and $1.2 million split three ways 
-- at a ceremony in Stockholm 
on December 10.

 Mary E. Brunkow, Fred Ramsdell and Shimon Sakaguchi

Leopard captured after 
wandering into Indonesian hotel

AFP | Jakarta, Indonesia

A leopard was captured on 
Monday after it wandered 

into a hotel complex in one 
of Indonesia's most popular 
holiday destinations, sparking 
panic among guests.

The big cat was spotted on 
Monday morning outside a 
guest room on the second floor 
of a hotel in Bandung, the cap-
ital of West Java, Indonesia's 
most populous province.

The hotel management 
alerted firefighters, who then 
contacted the local conserva-
tion agency about the sighting.

"We used a tranquiliser, and 
at around 10 am (0300 GMT) 
the leopard was taken out of 
the hotel," Agus Arianto, head 
of West Java's conservation 
agency, told AFP.

In late August, a leopard 
was reported to have escaped 
from a zoo located just five 
kilometres (three miles) from 
the hotel.

Agus said it would take time 
to determine whether the ani-
mal captured on Monday was 
the same one.

"Currently, the leopard is 
slowly regaining conscious-
ness. It has started to growl," 
Agus said, adding that the 
animal would be taken to a 
conservation facility for ob-
servation.

Indonesia has seen other 
incidents involving escaped 
zoo animals in recent years.

In 2021, two Bengal tigers 
escaped from a zoo in Singka-
wang, West Kalimantan, after 
days of torrential rain created 
a hole near their enclosure.

A 47-year-old male zookeep-
er and several animals were 
found dead near the tiger cage.

One of the tigers was shot 
dead, while the other was cap-
tured alive.

Indonesia's zoos have long 
faced scrutiny, with some ac-
cused of animal cruelty and lax 
safety standards.

A tranquilized Javan leopard lies inside a cage at a hotel in Bandung, West 
Java

Israel says Thunberg among 171 
more flotilla activists deported

138 activists from the Global Sumud Flotilla were still in Israeli custody

• Greece’s foreign 
ministry said 161 
nationals from 16 
European countries 
landed in Athens on 
Monday after being 
expelled by Israel 
for taking part in a 
Gaza aid flotilla

• Israel started 
intercepting the flotilla 
vessels in international 
waters on Wednesday

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Swedish activist Greta Thun-
berg landed in Greece yes-
terday alongside scores of 

fellow campaigners expelled 
from Israel after trying to ship 
aid to Gaza, AFP journalists saw.

The 22-year-old climate cam-
paigner was one of hundreds of 
people who had boarded a flotilla 
that tried to break through an Is-
raeli blockade of the war-stricken 
territory.

Thunberg and 160 others land-
ed at Athens International Air-
port, where crowds of activists 
welcomed them.

She called the Global Sumud 
Flotilla “the biggest ever attempt 
to break Israel’s illegal and inhu-
mane siege by sea”.

“That this mission has to exist 
is a shame,” she added, urging the 
world to act to prevent Israel’s 
“genocide” of the Palestinians.

“We are not even seeing the 
bare minimum from our govern-
ments,” Thunberg said.

Activists unfurled a huge Pal-
estinian flag in the arrivals hall 
and chanted: “Freedom for Pales-
tine” and “Long live the flotilla!”

Parliamentarian ‘beaten’
One of those landing in Greece, 

Rima Hassan, a French-Palestin-
ian member of the European Par-
liament, reported having been hit 
by Israeli police after the flotilla 
was intercepted.

“I was beaten by two police 
officers when they put me in the 
van,” she told AFP.

Hassan said she and other de-
tainees were kept in groups of up 
to 15 per cell on mattresses in a 
high-security Israeli prison.

The Greek foreign ministry 
said the “special repatriation 
flight” that landed in Athens 
carried 27 Greeks and 134 oth-
er nationals from 15 European 
countries.

Israel’s foreign ministry said 
on Monday it had deported 171 
activists overall to Greece and 
Slovakia.

Bratislava’s foreign ministry 
confirmed that one Slovak had 
returned to the central European 
country, along with nine other 
people from the Netherlands, 
Canada and the United States.

The flotilla departed from Bar-
celona in Spain in early Septem-
ber and was intercepted by the 
Israeli navy off Egypt last week.

Israel has branded the flo-
tilla an offshoot of Hamas, the 
Palestinian Islamist movement 
that it is battling to destroy in  
Gaza.

Indirect talks on ending Gaza 
war begin in Sharm El-Sheikh
Cairo, Egypt

Delegations from Hamas 
and Israel on Monday be-

gan indirect talks in the Egyp-
tian resort town of Sharm El-
Sheikh on ending the nearly 
two-year war in Gaza, Egyp-
tian state-linked media report-
ed.

Al-Qahera News, which is 
linked to state intelligence, 
said the delegations “are dis-
cussing preparing ground 
conditions for the release of 
detainees and prisoners”, in 
line with a proposal from US 
President Donald Trump to 
halt hostilities.

“Egyptian and Qatari medi-
ators are working with both 
sides to establish a mech-
anism” for the exchange of 
hostages held in Gaza for the 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli 
jails, they added.

Behind closed doors and un-
der tight security, negotiators 
will speak through mediators 

shuttling back and forth, only 
weeks after Israel tried to kill 
Hamas’s lead negotiators in a 
strike on Qatar.

The Hamas delegation, led 
by top negotiator Khalil al-
Hayya who survived the attack 
in Doha, held a meeting with 
Egyptian intelligence officials 
ahead of the talks, according 
to an Egyptian security source.

This round of negotiations, 
launched on the eve of the sec-
ond anniversary of Hamas’s 
October 7, 2023 attack that 
sparked the war, “may last for 
several days”, said a Palestin-
ian source close to Hamas’s 
leadership.

“We expect the negotiations 
to be difficult and complex, 
given the occupation’s inten-
tions to continue its war of 
extermination,” he told AFP.

Trump, whose envoy Ste-
ve Witkoff and son-in-law 
Jared Kushner are expected 
in Egypt, has urged negotiators 
to “mov

Caracas warns of explosives plot at US embassy
Caracas, Venezuela

Venezuela said Monday it had 
detected a plan by “extrem-

ists” to place explosives in the US 
embassy in Caracas, at a time of 
spiralling tension between the 
two countries.

Caracas has warned the Unit-
ed States of what it described 
as a “false flag operation” by 
right-wing extremists, Jorge 
Rodriguez, president of the 
National Assembly, said in a  
statement.

The Venezuelan government 
often accuses the opposition of 
plots. Caracas and Washington 
severed diplomatic ties in 2019, 
and the US embassy has been de-

serted, bar a few local employees.
“We have reinforced security 

measures at this diplomatic mis-
sion,” added Rodriguez.The Unit-

ed States has made Venezuela the 
focal point of its fight against drug 
trafficking, while Venezuela’s 
President Nicolas Maduro says 
Washington’s true goal is regime  
change.  President  Donald 
Trump’s administration has sent 
warships and planes to the Car-
ibbean region and has bombed 
several small boats off the coast 
of Venezuela, killing at least 21 
people.

Washington claims the strikes 
are stopping drugs from reaching 
the United States. The United 
States did not recognize Madu-
ro’s 2024 re-election, rejected 
by the Venezuelan opposition 
and much of the world as a sto-
len vote.

View of the US Embassy in Caracas

EU wants to be part 
of Gaza transitional 
body: Kallas
Kuwait City, Kuwait

The European Union is 
seeking a role in US Pres-

ident Donald Trump's transi-
tional authority for the Gaza 
Strip, its top diplomat Kaja 
Kallas told reporters on Mon-
day.

"Yes we feel that Europe 
has a great role and we should 
be also on board with this," 
Kallas said, when asked if 
the EU wanted to take part in 
Trump's "Board of Peace".

The EU is a major aid donor 
to the Palestinians and has 
ties with both the Palestinian 
Authority and Israel, Kallas 
pointed out.

"I think Europe should be 
not only a payer, but we should 
also be a player," she said on 
the sidelines of an EU-Gulf 
Cooperation Council meeting 
in Kuwait.

Swedish climate campaigner Greta Thunberg raises her fist, upon arrival alongside 
activists who were sailing aboard vessels from the Gaza-bound aid flotilla before 
being stopped and detained by Israeli forces, greeted by a crowd of supporters, at 
the arrivals area of Athens International Airport


