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HISTORY
Battle of Borodino: Napoleon Bonaparte wins 
a Pyrrhic victory against Russian General 
Mikhail Kutuzov in the most ferocious battle 
of the Napoleonic era; 70,000 casualties.

Pedro I, son of King John 
VI, declares Brazil’s inde-
pendence from Portugal 

(Independence Day)

Edith Eleanor McLean is the 
first baby placed in an incuba-
tor at State Emigrant Hospital 
on Ward’s Island, New York

Eugene Lefebvre becomes the first 
pilot to die in an aircraft while test 
piloting a new French-built Wright 

biplane at Juvisy
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When I was here two 
years ago, I said 

that Greenland already 
felt like home.  Today, I 
am very happy to be back 
in Nuuk.  We are family. 
I’m also back to make our 
unique partnership even 
stronger. With a Partner-
ship Package we worked 
on together.

@vonderleyen

My heart is united 
with the suffering 

of the people of #Ukraine, 
who have lived in anguish 
and fear for years. I renew 
my appeal to put an end to 
the violence, halt the de-
struction, and open hearts 
to dialogue and #peace!

@Pontifex

Europe is taking its 
destiny into its own 

hands, including in the 
space sector.Following 
the success of Ariane 6 
and those of Vega, Isar 
Aerospace has now writ-
ten history in its turn.

@EmmanuelMacron

We are proud to 
p a r t n e r  w i t h 

@ E c o n f o r He a l t h  i n 
launching the Alcohol 
Tax Scoreboard, as part 
of the @WHO’s 3 by 35 
initiative aiming to help 
countries accelerate im-
plementation of health 
taxes.

@DrTedros

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Yemen’s latest clashes are 
happening near one of the 

world’s most important ship-
ping chokepoints — the Bab 

al-Mandeb Strait.

KNOW WHAT

250k
Ben Gvir said the plan 
is to remove 250,000 

Palestinians from Gaza in 
the first year

More than 140 killed in 
latest Yemen clashes

• Two military officials 
with government forces 
told AFP that 84 of their 
troops were killed

• Houthis launched an 
offensive aiming to cut 
off the government-held 
port city of Mokha

• Fighting had 
subsided in the 
early hours of 
Sunday morning

AFP | Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates

Fighting between Yemeni 
government forces and 
Houthis in southwest 

Yemen killed more than 140 
combatants between midday 
Saturday and early yesterday 
morning, military sources said.

Two military officials with 
government forces told AFP that 
84 of their troops were killed, 
mostly in missile attacks, while 
four Houthi military sources 
said 57 fighters were killed in 
the same period.

Days-long clashes have erupt-
ed in Yemen over control of a 
gateway to the Red Sea in the 
deadliest fighting in the Arabian 
Peninsula country since a 2022 
ceasefire between the two sides 
collapsed in July.

Beginning on Thursday, the 
Houthis launched an offensive 
aiming to cut off the govern-
ment-held port city of Mokha, 
under fire for weeks, and ad-
vance towards areas bordering 
the Bab al-Mandab chokepoint 

at the southern entrance to the 
Red Sea.

According to an AFP tally 
compiled using various mili-
tary and medical sources from 
both sides of the conflict, more 
than 300 combatants and some 
civilians have been killed since 
the start of the Houthi assault 
on Thursday.

One military official with 
the internationally recognised 
government based in Aden said 
fighting had subsided in the ear-
ly hours of Sunday morning.

The military official said gov-
ernment "forces were able to es-
tablish positions for themselves 
north of Hays after advancing in 
the area", referring to a front-
line district less than 30 kilo-

metres inland from the Red Sea 
 coast.

But the official added the 
Houthis had advanced west 
of Taiz, south of Hays, in their 
push towards the Bab al-Man-
dab.

With Iran's closure of the 
Strait of Hormuz to commer-
cial ships, the Bab al-Man-
dab chokepoint has gained 
importance as a transit route 
for oil from Saudi Arabia, the 
world's biggest exporter of  
crude.

In July, a fragile truce be-
tween the Houthis and Yem-
en's government fell apart after 
Houthis welcomed an Iranian 
plane to the capital Sanaa, set-
ting off a spate of attacks.

Internally displaced (IDP) Yemenis who fled their homes due to renewed clashes between Yemen’s Saudi-backed 
government forces and the country’s Houthi rebels drive to the safety of al-Kadah in the Taiz Governorate, Yemen

Indonesia’s main airport suspends 
operations after volcanic eruption

AFP | Jakarta, Indonesia

About 170,000 passen-
gers were left stranded 
yesterday as Indonesia 

shuttered its main international 
airport and seven others, can-
celling hundreds of flights after 
Mount Anak Krakatoa spewed a 
plume of volcanic ash and lava 
from more than 150 kilometres 
away.

Mount Anak Krakatoa erupt-
ed on Saturday, producing a 
fountain of lava and booming 
sounds that could be heard up 
to a few hundred kilometres 
away, the geology agency said 
in a statement.

Two new eruptions were re-
corded on Sunday, the volcano-
logy agency warned.

Ash from the volcano was 
detected in the airspace sur-
rounding Soekarno-Hatta In-
ternational Airport, prompting 
authorities to initially suspend 
operations from 1:30 am on 
Sunday (Saturday 1830 GMT) 
to 5:30 am.

The suspension was extended 

several times, with the latest 
extension set to last until mid-
night, the transportation min-
istry said in a statement.

Operations have also been 
suspended at seven other air-
ports, including the Husein Sas-
tranegara airport in Bandung 
and Radin Inten II airport near 
Bandar Lampung on Sumatra, 
the ministry added.

“To date, 1,558 flights have 
been delayed at the eight af-
fected airports, with 170,000 
passengers stranded,” the min-

istry said.
More than 900 affected flights 

were to and from the Soekar-
no-Hatta International Airport, 
it added.

Several airports in cities in-
cluding Semarang and Surabaya 
have been prepared as “alterna-
tives for landing,” Transporta-
tion Minister Dudy Purwagan-
dhi said.

Hazard warning
Anak Krakatoa, which means 

Child of Krakatoa, sits in a strait 
that separates the islands of Java 

and Sumatra.
Ships passing through the 

strait were asked to increase 
vigilance for possible disruption 
to navigation safety due to vol-
canic activities.

Vessels are prohibited from 
approaching an exclusion zone 
of three kilometres radius from 
the volcano, local port authori-
ties said in a statement.

The volcano has been sporad-
ically active since it emerged 
from the sea at the beginning of 
last century in the caldera that 
formed after the 1883 eruption 
of Mount Krakatoa.

That disaster was one of the 
deadliest and most destructive 
in history with an estimated 
35,000 people killed.

A 2018 tsunami triggered by a 
collapse of parts of Anak Kraka-
toa killed 429 people and left 
thousands displaced.

Indonesia, a Southeast Asian 
archipelago nation, sits on the 
Pacific Ring of Fire, where the 
meeting of continental plates 
causes high volcanic and seis-
mic activity.

US envoys hold talks with Zelensky on first Kyiv visit

• Like all visiting 
officials, the pair arrived 
by train, with “Peace 
Express” written on 
the platform at Kyiv 
Central Station.

AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

US envoys Jared Kushner and 
Steve Witkoff began talks 

Sunday with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky on ending 
the war with Russia, making 
their first visit to Kyiv a day after 
meeting with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in the Kremlin.

Witkoff and Kushner, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s business 
ally and son-in-law, have been 
to Moscow several times but had 
never held talks in the Ukrainian 
capital -- hit by deadly Russian 
strikes for more than four years 
-- until now.

“It is very important that the 
delegation has arrived to see us. 
We have been waiting a long time 
for Steve and Jared, Witkoff and 
Kushner,” Zelensky said, thank-
ing Trump for “allowing them to 
come” amid the war.

Like all visiting officials, the 
pair arrived by train, with “Peace 

Express” written on the platform 
at Kyiv Central Station.

Zelensky said Kyiv had “pre-
pared everything to make our 
airports operational”, but that 
Russian strikes made arriving by 
plane impossible.

Ukrainian airspace has been 
closed since Russia launched its 
invasion in 2022.

Zelensky also said European 
national security advisors would 
take part in some of the talks.

Russia and Ukraine have 
vowed not to strike each other’s 
capitals during the US envoys’ 
trip.

Ahead of the talks, Zelensky 
showed the Americans Kyiv’s 
historic Saint Sophia’s Cathedral.

‘Idea for peace’
Putin on Saturday told the US 

envoys that Moscow would en-
sure their safety in Kyiv.

Just days ago, Russia struck the 
headquarters of the SBU security 
building in central Kyiv.

Of the envoys’ trip to Kyiv, the 
Russian leader said: “No matter 
what happens next, contacts of 
this kind are undoubtedly always 
beneficial.”

Trump has said his envoys 
were bringing a “proposal” to 
end the fighting.

“We have an idea for peace,” he 
said, without elaborating.

Talks with Kyiv ‘substantive’, will 
continue ‘as long as it takes’: Witkoff
Kyiv, Ukraine

US envoy Steve Witkoff said 
talks he held with Ukraini-

an leader Volodymyr Zelensky 
and his team in Kyiv Sunday 
on ending the war with Russia 
were “substantive” and would 

continue.
“We’ve had a very mean-

ingful discussion, substantive, 
important, and we are very 
encouraged and we look for-
ward to continuing this as long 
as it takes,” Witkoff said after 
the talks.

Head of the Office of the President of Ukraine Kyrylo Budanov, Ukraine’s 
President Volodymyr Zelensky, Head of Ukraine’s Foreign Intelligence Service 
Rustem Umerov, Ukrainian politician David Arakhamia attend a meeting with 
US Special Envoy Steve Witkoff (3rd R), US President Donald Trump’s son-in-law 
Jared Kushner (2nd R) and representatives of Britain, France and Germany in Kyiv

Germany ‘wants war 
again’, Russia FM says
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Germany “wants war again”, 
the Russian foreign minis-

ter said in an interview pub-
lished yesterday, dismissing 
Berlin’s accusation that Russia 
was to blame for a drone attack 
on Leipzig airport.

The German government 
blamed Moscow for the in-
cident, saying Russia sent 
“low-level agents” for an at-
tempted “hybrid attack” in-
volving an explosive-laden 
drone at the strategic airport 
in eastern Germany.

Moscow and Berlin closed 
each other’s cultural centres 
this week, with EU countries 
summoning Russian envoys.

“This is, by and large, the 
start of a real war. They ex-
pelled the consulate general 
from Bonn. They’re closing 
the Russian House (cultural 
centre) in Berlin. I remember 
that before the start of the Sec-
ond World War... They want 
war again,” Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov told a 
state TV reporter.

He accused Germany of Na-
zism and said: “The Russian 
leadership will draw the ap-
propriate conclusions.”

Part of the interview was 
published by Russia’s Vesti TV 
channel.

Germany is one of Ukraine’s 
main allies in the war against 
Russia.

Israeli ministers’ Gaza expulsion 
plans threaten Trump peace

AFP | Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Eight Islamic and Arab coun-
tries yesterday condemned 

plans voiced by Israeli govern-
ment ministers for the removal 
of Palestinians from the Gaza 
Strip, saying the designs jeop-
ardise a US-backed peace in the 
territory.

Israeli Defence Minister Isra-
el Katz said Wednesday Israel 
had plans to remove Palestini-
ans from Gaza but was waiting 
for US approval on where to dis-
place the territory’s population.

A day later, Israel’s National 
Security Minister Itamar Ben 
Gvir said the plan aimed to 
remove 250,000 Palestinians 
from Gaza in the first year, fol- lowed by the rest of the roughly 

two million residents over the 
following six years.

The foreign ministers of Sau-
di Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, the 
United Arab Emirates, Qatar, 
Pakistan, Indonesia and Tur-
key said they condemned in 
“the strongest terms” the “plans 
and mechanisms they proposed 
aimed at forcibly expelling Pal-
estinians from their land”.

T h e  m i n i s t e r s  w a r n e d 
o f  “g r a v e  c o n s e q u e n c -

es of transforming calls for 
forced displacement into de-
clared policy or practical 
 measures”.

“Such measures directly 
challenge international efforts 
to achieve peace, particular-
ly President Donald Trump’s 
comprehensive plan to end the 
conflict in Gaza, which includes 
a firm rejection of forced dis-
placement,” they added refer-
ring to a US-backed, October 
2025 peace plan for Gaza.

Mourners gather for a mass burial of around 100 Palestinians, including 62 
children, whose remains where recovered from rubble, in Gaza City

Nepali rescuers buoyed by miracle 
finds but tough conditions persist

AFP | Kathmandu, Nepal

Nepali rescuers faced chal-
lenging conditions on 

Sunday as search operations 
after catastrophic floods en-
tered a 12th day, buoyed by the 
extraordinary rescues of four 
survivors.

The glacial and mountain 
collapse on the China-Nepal 
border killed at least 1,385 peo-
ple and left more than 5,500 
missing across the two coun-
tries.

Rescuers found two more 
people alive on Saturday, join-
ing two saved the day before 
in what have been described 
as miraculous tales of survival.

Three of those have been 
found in hydropower tunnels 
where the government initially 
said it believed more than 100 
workers could be alive.

“Search and rescue is going 
on at the tunnels despite ge-
ography, adverse weather and 
lack of connectivity,” Energy 
Minister Biraj Bhakta Shrestha 
told AFP.

Rescue workers were expe-
riencing “multiple challenges”, 
he said.

The wall of icy water and 
debris tore through mountain 
districts on August 26, destroy-
ing roads, bridges and other 
infrastructure.

The United Nations chief in 
Nepal issued an emotional plea 
for aid, saying survivors of the 
catastrophic flooding had seen 
their lives transformed in just 
“one to two minutes”.

“You lose your home, you 
lose your livelihood, you lose 
your loved one and you lose 
the breadwinner of your fam-
ily,” UN Resident Coordinator 
Lila Pieters Yahia told AFP in 
Kathmandu on Sunday.

On Saturday, rescuers pulled 
a Chinese man alive from deep 
inside a hydropower tunnel, 
and a 64-year-old Nepali wom-
an, Chandrika Shrestha, from 
her mud-covered home.

Prime Minister Balendra 
Shah said Shrestha’s rescue 
had “given hope to the entire 
nation”.”

An aerial view shows Army personnel building a bridge over the Tadi River in 
the aftermath of flash floods in Devighat, Nepal’s Nuwakot district

Cape Verde in mourning after 
children killed in bus crash

AFP | Praia, Cape Verde

Cape Verde’s government 
announced two days of 

mourning yesterday after 25 
people, mostly children and 
teenagers, were killed in a bus 
crash.

The west African country’s 
leaders joined a Mass on Sun-
day at a local church on the is-
land of Fogo, where 18 coffins 
were on display.

Such accidents are rare 
in the Atlantic archipelago, 
where roads are generally in 
good condition.

Officials said the bus veered 
off the road and plunged into 
a deep ravine late on Satur-
day, following an excursion 
to a village inside a volcanic  
crater.

The dead included the bus 
driver, who organised the ex-
cursion every year as a pres-
ent for the pupils he drove to 
school during term time.

Prime Minister Francisco 
Carvalho told public television 
station TCV he had ordered 
two days of mourning and 
promised further measures 
would be taken.

An aerial view of residents and relatives of the victims killed in a bus crash 
gathering during their funeral at Sao Lourenco Church in the town of Sao 
Lourenco, on the island of Fogo,

Susan Sarandon 
says still losing 
roles over Gaza 
stance

AFP | Venice, Italy

US actress Susan Saran-
don said yesterday she 

was still having roles “taken 
away” from her in Holly-
wood because of her out-
spoken criticism of Israel’s 
war in Gaza.

The “Thelma & Louise” 
star was dropped by her 
agency UTA in November 
2023 over controversial re-
marks at a pro-Palestinian 
rally which she later said 
she regretted.

Speaking at the Venice 
Film Festival, where she 
has a role in Italian film 
“The Echo Chamber”, she 
claimed the “narrative” 
around the Gaza war and 
the United States’ support 
for Israel had “completely 
changed”.

“There’s a lot of things 
that people are aware of 
now,” the Oscar winner 
told a press conference, re-
ferring to the extent of US 
financial and military aid 
for Israel.

“I’ve still had movies tak-
en away recently because 
there are agencies that are 
telling people not to hire me 
still. But that’s the power 
structure,” she added.

Iran arrests alleged opposition 
supporters after video circulates
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iranian authorities have ar-
rested a number of people 

accused of appearing in a rare 
video waving the flag of an out-
lawed opposition group, state 
television said yesterday. 

Videos circulating online 
in recent days showed indi-
viduals riding motorbikes on 

empty streets in Iran while 
waving the white-and-red 
banner of the banned People's 
Mujahedin Organisation of 
Iran (MEK). Yesterday, state 
television said authorities had 
identified and arrested "all the 
individuals who appeared in 
this clip" and that they were 
"associated" with MEK, with-
out specifying how many.

Netanyahu orders evacuation of 
some West Bank settler outposts
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
has ordered the evacuation of some 

West Bank settlements deemed illegal un-
der Israeli law, Finance Minister Bezalel 

Smotrich said yesterday.
“To my knowledge, Netanyahu has given 

the instruction to evacuate” certain settle-
ments, Smotrich said, adding that he did 
not approve of the measure.

While all Israeli settlements in the 

West Bank are considered illegal un-
der international law, some established 
without government approval -- often 
consisting of just a few prefabricated 
homes -- are also considered illegal by  
Israel.


